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PREFACE. 

WHEN, six years ago, I began to make researches for the purpose 
of ascertaining at what time the first settlements were made in 
Vermont, on the banks of the Connecticut river, by the whites, it 
was my intention, if I put pen to paper, to write but a small book, 
and to treat only of the southeastern portions of the state. As I 
continued my investigations, I became convinced that it would be 
very difficult to carry out this plan in an intelligible manner, with
out introducing into my contemplated work much that would 
appear too general for ita narrow limits. At the same time, I dis
covered that the disputes in which New York, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont were so long engaged respecting the jurisdiction of 
the latter state, exerted an infiueuoe at the time, which told on the 
progress and development of every town and village and hamlet in 
Vermont. I then sought for some publication containing a clear 
and full statement of these disputes. .My search was unrewarded. 
I found that the Natural and Civil History of Vermont, by the 
learned Dr. Samuel Williams, was more particularly devoted to the 
discW!8ion of questions of a scientific nature, and to a general account 
of the condition of the northern frontier of the United States, than 
to a specific desoription of the settlement and growth of V er
mont. I found that the Nat ural and Political History of the 
State of Vermont, prepared by Col. Ira Allen, while in London, 
and printed at a London press, abounded in inaccuracies, and 
was only minute in the narration of affairs with which the author 
had been connected. I found that the Desoriptive Sketch of the 
Present State of Vermont, by Dr. John Andrew Graham, was little 
else than a collection of unreliable, gossiping, entertaining letters, 
written more for self-gratification than to subserve any worthy or 
permanent interest. In the carefully collated History of Vermont, 
Natural, Civil, and Statistical, by the Iate Pro£ Zadock Thompson, 
I found the evidences of thorough research and patient investiga-
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vi PREFACE. 

tion, and much information illustrative of the natural resources of 
Vermont. 

Failing in these efforts to find a clear statement of the subject 
on which I desired light, I judged it necessary to extend my 
own examination to sources hitherto undeveloped, and to accom
pany whatever I might write with an outline sketch of the jurisdic
tional controversy already referred to, that so the reader might not 
be ignorant of the causes which led to the internal commotions 
with which Vermont w~~ for many years affiictcd. Becoming con
vinced that the connection between the early history of the towns 
in the southeastern part ofVennont, was' much closer than I had anti
cipated, I determined to enlarge my work so as to include in it the 
annals of the old counties of Cumberland and Gloucester. Having 
reached this stage in my proceedings, I was led to fix the western 
limit of my historical bailiwick at the Green Mountains, the natural 
division of Vermont. 

In the pages that follow, I think I have rescued from oblivion 
many facts which the lover of American history will rejoice to 
know. The work, it is true, is local, but in it are described the 
character and deeds of a people who were pioneers in the march 
of civilization, patriots in the day of danger, useful citizens in the 
time of peace. In the preparation of this volume, I have collected 
a mass of UIJedited materials, from which the task would be com
paratively easy, to construct a history of the whole state. Such 
a history should contain, not only a narrative of all the warlike 
events which have occurred within the limits of Vermont, but a 
full account, also, of the controversy for jurisdiction, which began 
in 1749 and closed in 1791; of the skilfully designed but Wlsuccess
f~l diplomatic efforts of the British government in Canada, for more 
than two years previous to the peace of 1783, to reduce V crmont to 
the con• lition of a Crown dependency; of the struggles of Vermont 
for her own separate independence ; and of the manner in which, un
aided by Congress, she maintained her name, her rank, and her 
honor unsullied, until admitted into the Union as a sovereign state. 
Should an interest be hereafter awakened in the minds of the citi
zens of V ennont, to know more of the thoughts and acts of their 
virtuous, manly, and independent ancestry-an ancestry which I 
am proud to claim as my own-I shall not deny myself the pleasure 
of aiding in increasing that knowledge. 

By far the largest part of this volume bas been prepared ftom 
papers which have never before been consulted for their historic 
value. In the offices of the Secretaries of the states of V erruont, 
New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, 
thorough and critical examinations have been made of the docu
ments 'null papers which are there preserved. The twenty-three 
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PBEFAOE. vii 

large volumes, called the "George Clinton Papers," which have 
been lately added to the New York State Library, at Albany, 
ha\"e been diligently consulted, and from them has been drawn 
much information that has never until now been made public. 
The letters and memoranda contained in these well arranged and 
c:nefully indexed volumes are invaluable to the historian, not only 
of New York but of Vermont also. 

To the Hon. William C. Bradley, of Westminster, a statesman, 
a lawyer, and a man of letters, whose learning and ability have for 
a half century been the boast of his native state, I would make my 
grateful acknowledgments for the many personal recollections and 
family papers he has placed at my service, without which, indeed, 
this work would have been incomplete in many particulars. From 
the Hon. James H. Phelps, of West Townshend, I have received 
much aid and encouragement, and many MSS. of importance re
lating to the part which his ancestors bore in the intestine strug
gles that so long disturbed the peace of the state. For these 
manifestations of his kindness, and for the active interest he has 
ever evinced in the success of my labors, I own my obligation. 
I wonld 'also express my appreciation of the value of the assistance 
I ha\"e received from the Hon. Ferrand F. Merrill, of Montpelier, 
the Hon. William M. Pingry, of Bethel, and other citizens of V er
mont, whose services I may not have elsewhere acknowledged. 
To the skilful pencil of Larkin G. Mead Jr., Esq., of Brattle
borough, I am indebted for the drawings from which have been 
engra¥ed several of the illustrations which adoru the work. 

I cannot but indulge a hope that not only those who still remain 
among the hills and valleys of their native state, but those also who 
have wandered from the old roof-tree to find a home in the different 
sections of the Union, may receive some gratification from the 
perusal of the history of their ancestors. 

Trof, !f. T., Jaly 80tll, 18GT. 
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OHAPTER L 

J'IB8T SE'n'LEMENTS. 

Farly Division~ of Eutem Vermont-Cumberland County-Glouaeeter County
Champlain's Voyag&-Sqll&kheag or Northfield-Philip's War.--Indian In
cmnioDI-King William's War-Burning of Deerfield-The March to Canada
Attempts of the Englieb to reduce Canada-Port Royal captured-Treaty of 
Utrecht-Equivalent Lands-Great Meadow-Order to build a Block House 
above Northfield-Timothy Dwight-Fort Dummer-Ite Defenc-Indian 
Soldiers-Chaplain-Joseph Kellogg-Scouting ·Partiee-Skirmieb-Peltry 
Trade at Fort Dummer-Jon1'11al of Jamee Coee-Rev. Ebenezer Hinedell
"Seatioook" and Oanghnawap IndiaDI-Treaty nt Fort Dummer. 

V ERVOln' is divided into fourteen counties. Of these Windsor 
and Windham, situated in the south-eastern part of the state, 
comprehend nearly the same territory that under the govern
ment of New York was known, during a part of the last cen
tury, by the name of Cumberland county. This county was 
the first established in Vermont, then called the New Hamp
shire Grants, and probably received its name from Prince 
William the Duke of Cumberland, who in 17 46 met with dis
tinguished success in opposing the rebels in Scotland. 

Its boundaries, as declared in the act of establishment passed 
by the Legislature of the province of New York, on the 3d of 
July, 1766, were described as" beginning at the west bank of 
Connecticut river, opposite to where the division line between 
the province of the M8888Chusetts Bay comes to the aforesaid 
river ; thence running on a direct line, about twenty-six miles, to 
the south-east comer of the township of Stamford ; from thence, 
on a direct line, about sixty miles, to the north-east comer of 
the township of Rutland ; thence north, thirty-one degrees east, 
eighteen miles; thence easterly, to the north-west comer of the 
township of Linfield;* thence easterly, along the north side of 

• Now the townehip of Royalton. 
1 
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2 mSTOB'I' OF EASTERN VEB.KONT. [1766-1781. 

the. townships of Linfield, Sharon, and Norwich, to Connecticut 
river aforesaid; thence, along the west bank of the said river, 
to the place of beginning." 

When the subject was brought before the Lords of the Privy 
Council, in order that the " royal approbation or disallowance" 
might be signified, the King, on the 26th of June, 1767, de
clared the act of theN ew York Legislature by which the county 
of Cumberland was established, void, and the Governor of the 
province of New York was ordered to act in accordance with 
this decision. Numerous applications were now made to the 
Crown for a new charter, and the inconveniences to which the 
inhabitants of the disfranchised county were subjected, through 
the want of a due administration of justice, were plainly set 
forth. In consequence of these representations, the King, on 
the 19th of March, 1768, re-established tho county of Cumber
land, by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the Province 
of New York, within the following limits :-

" Beginning at a point on the west bank of Connecticut river, 
opposite to where the line run for the partition line between our 
said provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire, 
touches the east side of the same river, and running thence 
west, ten degrees north on a direct line abont twenty-six miles 
to the south-east corner of a tract of land called Stamford ; 
thence north, about thirteen degrees east on a direct line fifty-six 
miles to the south-east corner of the township of Socialborough 
in the county of Albany, in the south bounds of a tract of land 
fonnerly called Rutland; thence north, about fifty-three degrees 
east on a direct line thirty miles to the south-west corner of the 
township of Tunbridge ; thence along the south bounds thereof 
and of Stratford and Thetford about eighteen miles to Con
necticut river aforesaid, and thence along the west banks of the 
same river to the place of beginning." ' 

By an act of the Legislature of New York, passed March 
24th, 1772, the boundaries were again changed, as will appear 
from a description of the limits then constituted. " Beginning 
on the west bank of Connecticut river opposite the point where 
the partition line between the colonies of the Massachusetts Bay 
and New Hampshire, touches the east side of the river, and 
extending from thence north eighty degrees west until such line 
shall meet with and be intersected by another line proceeding 
on a course south ten degrees west from the north-west corner 
of a tract of land granted under the Great Seal of this colony, on 

Digitized bvGoogle 



1766-1781.] EARLY DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 8 

the 4:th day or September, 1770, to James Abeel, and nine 
other persons, and extending from the said point of intersection, 
north ten degrees east until such line shall meet With and be in
tersected by another line to be drawn on a course north sixty 
degrees west from the south-west comer of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of this colony, on the 13th day 
of November, A.D. 1769, and erected into a township by the 
name of Royalton, and running from the last-mentioned point 
of intersection south sixty degrees east to the west bank of 
Connecticut river, and so down along the west bank of the 
river, as the same river winds and turns to the place of begin-. , mng. 

On the 1st of April, 1775, other alterations were made, and 
the western portion of the county was so extended as to be 
bounded by a "line, beginning in the north boundary line of 
the province of Massachusetts Bay, at the south-west comer of 
the township or Readesborough, and running·thence along part 
of the westerly bounds thereof, to a certain tract of land, 
granted to George Brewerton, Junior, and others, and erected 
into a township by the name of Leinster; thence along the 
southerly and westerly bounds of the said tract of land, to the 
north-west comer of the same ; thence on a direct course to the 
south-easterly comer of the township of Princetown ; thence 
along the easterly bounds of the same tract, as it runs to the 
north-easterly comer thereof; and thence on a direct course to 
the southerly comer bounds of the township of Hulton, where 
it meets with and is intersected by the west boundary line of 
the county of Cumberland, as established" by former acts. By 
this change, the townships of Readesborough, and what are 
now Searsborough, Somerset, and Stratton, were added to 
Cumberland county. 

At the first 8e88ion of the General Assembly of Vermont in 
1778, the state was, on the 17th of March, divided into two 
counties. The territory lying on the west side of the Green 
Mountain.s was called Bennington county, and that on the east 
side, Unity county. The latter name was on the 21st of the 
same month changed, and that of Cumberland was substituted. 
By an act of the Legislature, p888ed February 11th, 1779, the 
division line between these two counties was fixed. Com
mencing at a point in the south line of the province of Quebec, 
fifty miles east of the centre of the deepest channel of Lake 
Champlain, it extended south to the north-east comer of the 
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town of Worcester, and along the east lines of Worcester, 
Middlesex, and Berlin, to the south-east comer of the latter 
town ; thence on a straight line to the north-west comer of 
Tunbridge, and on the west line of Tunbridge to the south
west comer of that town; thence in a straight line to the north
west comer of Barnard ;* thence on the west line of Barnard . 
and Bridgewater and the east line of Shrewsbury to the south
east comer thereof; thence west to the north-east comer of W al
lingford ; thence south on the east Unes of Wallingford, Har
wich, t Bromley ,t Winhall, and Stratton, to the south-east comer 
of the latter, and west on the south line of Stratton to the 
north-west comer of Somerset; thence south on the west line 
of Somerset to the south-west comer thereof; thence east to · 
the north-west comer of Draper ;§ thence south on the west 
lines of Draper and Cumberlandl to the north line of Massa- · 
chusetts. Cumberland county was bounded on the south by 
the north line of Massachusetts, on tho east by Connecticut 
river, and on the north by the south line of the province of 
Quebec. 

In the laws of Vermont, pa8sed October, 1780, the county of 
Cumberland, as just described, was referred to as being divided 
into the half-shires of Cumberland and Gloucester, the division 
line between them being nearly identical with the northern 
boundary of what is now Windsor county. By an act of the 
General Assembly of Vermont, passed in February, 1781, "for 
the division of counties within this state," the county of Cum
berland, as established in 1778 and 1779, was subdivided into the 

·counties ofWindham, Windsor, and Orange. Connecticut river 
being the eastern boundary, and the division line on the west 
from Quebec to Massachusetts, remaining as fixed in February, 
1779, all the land south of a line "beginning at the south
east comer of Springfield, thence running westerly on the 
south line of said Springfield and Chester to the east line of 
Bennington county," was erected into the county of Windham. 
The land included between the north line of Windham coun
ty, and the north lines of the towns of Norwich, Sharon, 
Royalton, and Bethel, was called Windsor county. Orange 
county comprehended all north of this to the Quebec line. 
Various changes have since been made in the limits of Wind-

• In the printed act Bradford. Barnard wae undoubtedly intended. 
t Now Mount Tabor. * Now Peru. 
§ Now WilmingtoD. I Now Whitingham. 
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ham and Windsor counties, by the addition of towns, and 
from other causes which it will be of but little benefu to record 
here. 

.After the second establishment of Cumberland county by 
New York in 1768, immigration to the "Grants" increased, and 
the north-eastern part of that territory became the abode of a 
mixed and heterogeneous population. The more peaceable and 
intelligent portion of the inhabitants, being desirous of a county 
organization, presented their request to the Council of New 
York, and on the 16th of March, 1779, an ordinance was passed, 
establishing as a separate county, by the name of Gloucester, 
" all that certain tract or district of land, situate, lying, and 

· being to the northward of the county of Cumberland, begin
ning at the north-west comer of the said county of Cumber
land, and thence running north as the needle points fifty 
miles; thence east to Connecticut river; thence along the west 
bank of the same river, as it runs, to the north-east comer of 
the said county of Cumberland on the said river, and thence 
along the north bounds of the said county of Cumberland to 
the place of beginning." 

On the 24th of March, 1712, by an act "for the better ascer-
taining the boundaries of the counties of Cumberland and 
Gloucester," these limits were changed, and thenceforth Glou
cester county was bounded " on the south by the north bounds 
of the county of Cumberland ; on the east by the east bounds 
of this colony ; on the north by the north bounds thereof; on 
the west, and north-west, partly by a line to be drawn from the 
north-west comer of the said county of Cumberland, on a co1ll'Be 
north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with and be 
intersected by another line proceeding on an east course from 
the south bank of the mouth of Otter creek, and partly by 
another line to be drawn and continued from the said last men
tioned point of intersection, on a course north fifty degrees east, 
until it meets with and terminates at the said north bounds of 
the colony." 

After the establishment of Vermont·as a" separate and inde
pendent" jurisdiction, the counties of Cumberland and Glou
cester, by an act of the Legislature, passed March 17th, 1778, 
were merged under the name of the county of Unity, which 
name was changed to Cumberland on the 21st. This large 
county, comprising the whole of Eastern Vermont, was subdi
vided in February, 1781, and Windham and Windsor counties 
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6 HISTORY OF EAS'l'EBN V'EB.KO:NT. [1609. 

were established with limits nearly identical with those by 
which they are now bounded. At the same time, the re
mainder of the territory east of the mountains, and extending 
to the Oanada line,· was formed into a county by the name of 
Orange. From Orange county, Essex and Caledonia conn
ties and a portion of Orleans county were taken on the 5th of 
November, 1192. At a later period other encroachments were 
made by the formation of Washington county; and thus, by gra
dual cnrtailm.ent, Orange has been reduced to its present limits. 

It will be seen by the boundaries which have been recited, 
that much doubt prevailed as to the true western line of Cum
berland and Gloucester counties. Certainty on this point is of . 
but little consequence, except geographically, as the events 
which form the HnJTOBY oF EABTEU V EBHO:NT were mostly 
confined to the towns lying east of those composing the most 
western tier.* 

The territory now comprising the state of Vermont, although 
noticed by Champlain in his voyage in 1609, when he dis
covered the lake that bears his name, was probably never 
visited by him. In the account which he gave of the explora
tion of Lake Champlain, passing reference is made to the Green 
,Mountains and to the plains which lie at their foot. " Con
tinuing our route along the west side of the lake, contemplating 
the country, I saw," said he, "on the east side very high moun
tains capped with snow. I asked the Indians if those parts 
were inhabited. They answered me, yes, and that they [the 
inhabitants] were Iroquois, and that there were in those parts 
beautiful vallies, and fields fertile in com as good as I had ever 
eaten in the country, with an infinitude of other fruits, and that 
the lake extended close to the mountains, which were, according 
to my judgment, fifteen leagues from us. I saw others to the 
south not less high than the former; only that they were with
out snow." This is undoubtedly the first information on record 
in regard to the scenery, condition, and inhabitants of Vermont, 
and like the accounts which were generally given by the Indians 
to the early travellers in the New World, contains, in some 

• Book of Counen Minutes, 17111-1'788, uvi. «i: alao, 1784-1'772, :aiz. 260. 
Aet of 12th George m, in Lam of New York, 1891-1773, Van Bchaaek'e ed., 
pp. 698-700. Aet of 16th George m, in New York Colony Laws, 1'174, 1776, 
pp. 127, 128. Acta and La'IVI of General Auembly of Vermont, February 11, 
1779, p. 7. Also, those of February, 1'181, p. 1. Brattleboro' Eagle, June 10,1860, 
and September 27, 1114:9. Slade's Vermont State Papere, pp. 994, 296. 
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particulars at least, the usual amount of exaggeration and 
fancy.* 

Owing to the comparatively small immigration, and the diffi
culties incident to a new and dangerous mode of life, settlementa 
did not extend very rapidly ; and it was not until more than 
sixty years had passed, that any settlement was made within 
the territory which Champlain described, either from the lake 
side or from the banks of Connecticut river. In the year 
1672, a township was granted to John Pyncheon, Mr. Pearson, 
and others, at Sqnakheag, afterwards Northfield, on Connecti
cut river, and in 1673, a few people removed there from North
ampton, Hadley, and Hatfield. The township was laid out on' 
both sides of the river, and inclosed an area of six miles by 
twelve, extending several miles into the present states of V er
mont and New Hampshire, and including a valuable tract of 
interval land. The northern boundary of Massachusetts being 
undetermined at that time, the whole of this town was supposed 
to be within that province. t 

For several years preceding the settlement of Northfield, the 
Massachusetts Indians had carried on a war with the Mohawk 
tribe who dwelt on the banks of the river of that name in the 
province of New York. As the English extended their boun
daries, the enmity of the Indians towards one another seemed 
partially to abate, and centre upon those whom they regarded as 
their natural foes. The war of Philip, which raged most fiercely 
during the latter part of 1675, was characterized by the savage
ness and determination with which the red man hunted the 
white, and the white man, in tum, attacked the red. To detail 
the events of this period, would be foreign to the purpose of this 
work, as it would involve the recital of acta but little connected 
with the history of the territory afterwards known as Vermont. 
It may not, however, be out of place to refer to some of the in
cidents which occurred within the limits of Northfield. Philip, 
having made an attack upon Swanzey, on the 24th of June, 

• Doe. mat. N'. Y., iii 8. 
f " A deed to William Clark and John King, of N' orthampton, aguta for the pro

prieton of North11.eld, covering the grant, waa made August Hlth, 1887, by Naw
elet, Googegua, Aapiambelet, Addarawuaet, and Meganichcha, Indiana of the 
place, in conaideration of • hro hundred fathoma of wampum, and fiAy-ven 
pounds in trading good&' It waa lligned with the marb of the granton, and wit
n.aed by Jonathan HWlt, Preserved Clap, William Clark, Jr., Peter Jethro, Jo
seph Atherton, and Iarael Chauncey." North11.eld Town Book in Hoyt'a Indian 
Wara, pp. '1'1, '18 
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1675, deserted Mount Hope, his favorite retreat, and was imme
diately pursued by Capt. Benjamin Church, and others, con
spicuous as leaders at that time. With the removal of Philip, 
the scene of the war was changed from the neighborhood of 
Plymouth ; and Lancaster, Marlborough, and Brookfield, towns 
in the more inland parts of Massachusetts, soon began to suffer 
from the incursions of the Indians. After they had burned 
Brookfield, a large military force was stationed at that place, 
under the command of Major Simon Willard, and the country 
adjacent being thoroughly scoured by detached parties, the 
Indians fled westward and joined their allies at Deerfield • 
.Small garrisons were now posted at Northampton, Hatfield, 
Deerfield, and Northfield; and Hadley was made " the English 
head-quarters for this part of the country." But no vigilance 
could ward off the invasions of the Indians. Deerfield, slightly 
guarded, was attacked on the 1st of September, 1675, and before 
assistance could be brought, one man had been killed and aev~ 
ral houses burned. Shortly after, nine or ten persons were 
killed in the woods at Northfield, and a garrisoned house saved 
the lives of a larger number, who otherwise would have been 
exposed to a similar fate. For some time after, these two towns 
were wholly deserted by the English, and served as rendezvous 
for the Indians. Depredations were now constantly recurring, 
and scarcely a day passed that did not record some story of pil
lage or slaughter. An expedition for the purpose of driving 
the Indians from Northfield was at length decided upon, and 
the Connecticut and Massachusetts commanders having joined 
their forces, proceeded up Connecticut river in two columns, 
one on either bank. They destroyed quantities of fish and other 
articles which the Indians had collected and concealed; saw the 
places where the Indians had tortured and burned their captives, 
and the very stakes to which these captives had been tied. or 
the living enemy, they made no discovery, but the effective 
measures taken, proved of great security to the towns on Con
necticut river. 

With the death of Philip, departed the power which had 
given life and direction to the enmity of many of the Indians. 
Some of the settlers who had been driven from their homes on 
the Connecticut, now returned ; but the Indians in the north
western parts of Massachusetts, who had not depended upon 
Philip as a leader, still continued their depredations. Some of 
these tribes having attacked Hatfield on the 19th of September, 
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1677, were pursued by the English. Resting one night at 
Northfield, they continued their retreat north ward, and at a 
place in the neighborhood of the present town of Rockingham, 
Vermont, built a cabin, where, secure from the scouting parties 
of the whites, they remained for some time. 

From the year 1689, when the French papists began to 
spread their doctrines among the Indians in Canada, until the 
year 1763, the border settlements on the Connecticut and Mer
rimack rivers were constantly exposed to the ravages of the 
French and Canada Indians, and the territory of Vermont 
would have become the seat of war, had there been attractions 
enough within her borders to excite the feeling of lust, or 
wealth sufficient to arouse the desire of plunder. Poor as they 
were, her early settlers patiently bore their share of suffering 
and violence; manfully sustained the attacks of the enemy, and 
cheerfully contributed their quota of men and arms for defence. 
The peace of Ryswick, signed in September, 1697, and pro
claimed at Boston on the lOth of December following, closed 
the war between England and France, but it did not put a stop 
to incursions against the English colonies. Among the incidents 
which occurred at this period, the following, related by Hoyt, 
may be mentioned. One evening in the month of July, 1698, 
a short time before sunset, " a small party of Indians killed a 
man and boy in Hatfield meadow, on Connecticut river, and 
captured two lads, Samuel Dickinson, and one Charley, put 
them on board of canoes, and proceeded up the river. The 
intelligence being received at Deerfield, thirteen miles above, 
twelve men were detached from that place, to intercept the 
Indians." 

Advancing about twenty miles, they chose a favorable spot 
on the right bank of the river, within the present town of V er· 
non. Here they lay till morning, " when they discovered the 
Indians coming up near the opposite bank with the captured 
lads, in two canoes. Carefully marking their objects, the 
whole party gave the Indians an unexpected fire, by which one 
was wounded. The others, with one of the lads, leaped from 
the canoes, and gained the shore. They then attempted to kill 
the lads, but receiving another well directed fire, they fell back, 
on which the lad on shore joined his companion in the canoe, 
and both escaped across the river to their delivereN. Five or 
six of the party then embarked with the design of seizing the 
other canoe, which at this time had lodged on an island a little 
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below. Two Indians who lay secreted not far distant, fired and 
killed Nathaniel Pomroy, one of the party. The Indians then 
retired into the woods, and the English returned to Deer
field."* 

On the death of William m of England in 1 7'02, and the 
accession of Anne to the throne, war was again declared 
between France and England, and as a natural consequence, 
between the French and English colonies in America. North
field, at the commencement of King William's war, had been 
protected by small works, and occupied by a few settlers. The 
people having been compelled to abandon it, the houses an.d 
forts were destroyed by the Indians, and the place was not re
occupied at the beginning of Queen Anne's war. Intelligence 
was received in the summer of 1 7'03, that an attack was to be 
made on the .frontier towns, and the truth of the report was 
soon after fully realized. In the winter of 1704, Major Hertel 
de Ron ville, aided by his two brothers, and a force of two hun
dred French, and one hundred and forty-two Indians, set out from 
Canada for the purpose of attacking Deerfield, then one of the 
most flourishing, and with the exception of Northfield, the most 
northern town in Massachusetts. Proceeding up Lake Cham
plain to the month or Winooski river, and following up that 
stream, they crossed over to Connecticut river, down which 
they passed on the ice, and reached Deerfield on the evening 
of the 29th of February. A.t midnight the attack was made, 
and by sunrise they had killed forty-seven of the inhabitants, 
taken one hundred and twelve captive, and burned every build
ing in the town, with the exception of the meeting-house, and 
one dwelling. The story of the capture of the Reverend John 
Williams, the minister of this town, and his family, has long 
been familiar to every American schoolboy, and its fame has 
now become world-wide as connected with the late attempt to 
identify the Reverend Eleazer Williams, the reputed great
great-grandson of the Reverend John Williams, and Louis 
XVII. the dauphin of France, whose fate has been so long 
shrouded in obscurity. 

Doring their march to Canada, the captives suffered the 
most cruel privations. They rested at the close of their first 
day's journey, at what is now the town of Greenfield, the 
Indians having first taken every precaution available to prevent 

• Hoyt's Inc11aD Wan, p. 181. 

Digitized by Coogle 



1704..] 11 

their escape. The second night was spent within the limits of 
the present town of Bernardston. The fourth day brought them 
to a spot probably in the upper part of what is now the town 
of Brattleborougb, where light sledges were constructed for the 
conveyance of the children, the sick and wounded. The march, 
being now performed on the ice, became more rapid. On the 
first Sunday of their captivity, the prisoners were allowed to 
rest. Their halting-place is said to have been at the mouth of 
Williams's river in the present town of Rockingham, where the 
Reverend J obn Williams delivered a discourse from these 
words : "The Lord is righteous; for I have rebelled against 
his commandments : hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my sorrow ; my virgins and my young men are gone into cap
tivity."* From this circumstance the river received its name. 
At the mouth of White river, Rouville divided his company 
into several parties, and thence they took different routes to the 
St. Lawrence. That party which Mr. Williams accompanied 
ascended White river, and passing the highlands struck the 
Winooski or Onion, then called French river. Journeying 
down that stream to Lake Champlain, they continued their 
march on the lake to :Missisco bay. Thence they proceeded 
to the river Sorel where they built canoes, and passing down 
to Chambly, continued on tO the village of Sorel, where 
some ·or the party remained, but Mr. Williams was conveyed 
thence down the St. Lawrence to the Indian village of St. 
Franc;ois, and was subsequently sent to Quebec. 

Another party ascended Connecticut river, and halting some 
time at Coos meadows, their provisions being exhausted, barely 
escaped starvation by procuring wild game; two of the party 
actually died of hunger. The majority of the captives were 
soon afterwards redeemed, and were allowed to return to their 
friends. One of them, however, Eunice the daughter of the 
Rev. John Williams, became so much attached to Indian life, 
that she marriE!d an Indian, and became the- ancestor of the 
Indian branch of the Williams family.t 

The enemy, emboldened bythe success they had met with at 
Deerfield, were continually harassing the frontier settlements, 
and endeavoring to cut off the scouting parties which were , 

• Lamentations, ohap. i., v. 18. 
t Biographical Memoir of Rev. John Williama, Greenfield, Maas., 188'1. Hoyt's 

Indian Wan, pp. 18&-1K. Wilhama'e Hiet. Vt, ed. 2d, 804-307. 
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sent out from them. On the 31st of July, 1704, they attacked 
Lancaster in M888achusetts, and reduced most ot' the dwellings 
to ashes, and in the years 1705 and 1706 many towns in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts suffered severely from their de
predations. In order to put an end to these incursions by de
stroying the sources whence they emanated, an army was sent 
in 1707 against Port Royal in Canada, but the issue was unsuc
cessful, and the troops returned home, having effected nothing 
of importance. The next year Hertel de Rouville, at the head 
of a party of French and Indians, plundered and burnt the 
town of Haverhill in Massachusetts on the 29th of August, 
killed about forty of the inhabitants, and took a large number of 
them captive. Not long after, as a scouting party from Deer
field was returning from White river in the present state of 
Vermont, one of its members, Barber by name, was killed by 
the Indians, and another, Martin Kellogg Jr., was captured. 

Calling into service a larger body of troops, the British 
government again resolved, in 1709, on the reduction of Canada. 
The event of this attempt was like that of the former. The 
English squadron did not arrive, and the New York forces 
being greatly lessened in numbers by sickness, the expedition 
proved a complete failure. The French, notwithstanding the 
threatened invasion of Canada, kept small parties of Indians on 
the English frontiers. By some one of these straggling forces 
Lieut. John Wella and John Burt, while on a scouting expedi
tion, were, in May, 1709, killed in a skirmish on Onion river in 
the present state of Vermont. Enraged at this loss, the scout to 
which they belonged penetrated to Lake Champlain, and killed 
several of the enemy. In June of the same year anotl1er 
attack was made on Deerfield by a force of one hundred and 
eighty French and Indians, under the command of one of the De 
Rouvilles, but on account of the vigilance of the inhabitants the 
effort proved unsuccessful. In 1710 an armament raised in 
Massachusetts,.N ew Hampshire, and Connectic.ut, in conjunction 
with forces from England, all commanded by Colonel Nicholson, 
sailed from Boston, besieged and captured Port Royal, and 
changed the name to Annapolis. 

During the year 1711 another expedition was fitted out 
against Canada. The fleet accompanying it sailfd from Boston 
on the 30th of July, but was wrecked at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence on the 25th of August following. As the result of 
this disaster, by which a thousand lives were lost, the expedi· 
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tion, the third which had been made against Canada in the 
space of four ye&l"8, was abandoned. The treaty of Utrecht 
was signed on the 11th of April, 1713, and on the 29th of the 
following October, was proclaimed at Boeton. A formal peace 
was made with the Indians on the 11th of July, 1714, at Porta
mouth, New Hampshire, and for a few years the land had rest 
from war.* 

Previous to, and during the late wars, the General Court of 
the Province of the Massachusetts Bay had granted several large 
tnctB of land, which were supposed to be situated within the 
provincial limits. Upon this presumption these tracts had been 
taken up and surveyed by the grantees, and many of them had 
already become the centres of permanent and ·flourishing settle
ments. On determining the boundaries between this province 
and the colony of Connecticut, in the year 1713, 107,793 acres 
of the land so granted, were found to be without the true limite 
of the former government. Massachusetts, wishing to retain all 
the territory which she had hitherto supposed her own, entered 
into an agreement with her sister colony, in accordance wi~ 
which it was determined, "that the said colony of Connecticut 
should have 107,798 acres of land as an equWalent to the said 
colony for lands allowed and granted to belong to the said pro
vince, that fall to the southward of the line lately run between 
the said province and colony." Although the southern bound
ary of Maesachusetta was fixed by this determination, yet it was 
still uncertain how far her territory extended to the north. 

The eqnivale&t lands were located in four di1ferent places. 
One of the portions containing 43,943 acres, situated above 
Northfield, on the west bank of Connecticut river, within the 
bounds of the present towns of Putney, Dummerston, and Brat
tleborough, in the state of Vermont, was limited in the following 
manner: " The north east comer boundary is the mouth of the 
brook, at the northward end of the Great Meadow, where s4 

brook emptieth itself into Connecticut river att the foot of Tay
ler's island, from whence it bounds upon Connecticut river (as 
the river runs,) eastwardly down to the mouth of the brook that 
emptieth itself into Connecticutt river att the lower end of the 
.Meadow, about three miles southward of theW eat river. And 
from the mouth of s4 brook it extends west north west by the 
needle of the surveying instrument six miles and half and from 

• Hoyt's Indian Wan, pp. 196-208. 
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thence it extends nearest north north eaat by the needle of the 
surveying instrument twelve miles, which is the westerly bound
ary of sci lands, and from thence it extends east south east by the 
needle of the surveying instrument six miles and half to the 
mouth of the brook at the uper end of the Great Meadow."* 

The colony of Connecticut, having received all the land to 
which she was entitled, caused it to be sold in Hartford at public 
vendue, on the 24th and 25th of April, 1716. It was divided 
into sixteen shares, and was bought by gentlemen from Con
necticut, Massachusetts, and London, who paid for it six hundred 
and eighty-three poUilds, New England currency, which amount
ed to " a little more than a farthing per acre." The money thus 
obtained was applied to the use of Yal~ College.t 

The purchasers of the land, being then tenants in common, 
made partition of the whole amount, and the tract situated above 
Northfield, on the west bank of Connecticut river, fell to William 
Dummer, afterwards Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, 
Anthony Stoddard, William Brattle, and John White. By a deed 
from the Honorable Gurdon Saltonstall, Governor of Connecticut, 
and the rest of the proprietors, this tract was conveyed to the 
four above named gentlemen, "as their part and proportion," 
and was by them, and those holding under them, improved and 
possessed for many years.~ 

The colonies being now at peace with the Indians, the frontier 
settlements began to assume a more prosperous appearance, and 
the losses which had been sustained by the ravages of the enemy 
were in a great measure repaired. But by the time that affairs 
had become so arranged as to invite immigration, and warrant 
the safety of new settlements, Massachusetts and New Hamp
shire were again compelled to prepare to defend their borders 
against the Indians. By the instigations of Sebastian Rale, 
a French Jesuit, who had gained the esteem and respect 
of the Indians, they, in 1721, began their usual depredations, 
and the next year war was declared against them by Massa
chusetts. 

Northfield and Deerfield were still the frontiers of this pro-

• Recorda in the oftloe of the Seoretary of the State of Connecticut, entitled. 
"Colonial Boundariee, vol iii, »-buaett., 16'10-1827." 

t See Appendix A. Trumbull's Hiatory of Connecticut, i. 4'11. W'illiama'l m. 
tory olVennont, ii. 10. Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv. M7, MS. * Petition olJoaeph Bryant, dated Auguat 11th, 1'166, in office of the Sec. State 
N.Y., :r..ud Papera, 1'166, vol ui. 
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vince on Connecticut river, and these, with other exposed towns, 
were rendered defensible against the attacks of the enemy. In 
order more effectually to secure the safety of the inhabitants, the 
General Court of the province of the Massachusetts Bay voted, 
on the 27th of December, 1723, "that it will be of great service 
to all the western frontiers, both in this and the neighboring 
government of Connecticut, to build a Block House, above 
Northfield, in the most convenient place on the lands call'd the 
Equivalent Lands. and to poet in it 40 able men, English and 
Western Indiana, to be employed in scouting at a good distance 
u~ Connecticut river, West river, Otter creek, and sometimes 
eastwardly, above great Monadnuck, for the discovery of the 
enemy coming towards any of the frontier towns, and that so 
much of the said Equivalent Lands as shall be necessary for a 
Block Honse be taken up with the consent of the owners of 
the said land, together with five or six acres of their interval 
land, to be broke up or plowed for the present use of the West
ern Indians, in case any of them shall think fit to bring their 
families thither."* 

To fnl:fi.l the provisions contained in this vote, to which Lieu
tenant-Governor Dommer gave his assent, Col. John Stoddardt 
of Northampton was ordered to superintend the building of 
the block house. The immediate oversight of the work waa 
committed to Lieut. Timothy Dwight,t who with a competent 
force, consisting of "four carpenters, twelve soldiers with nar
row axes, and two teams," commenced operations on the 3d of 
February, 1724.§ 

Before the summer had begun the fort waa so far completed, 

• Mauach1118tta Court Recorda, 1'123-1'1211, p. 1113. 
t An eetimate of the ohara.oter of "thia diatinguiahed man" is given in D1right'1 

Travel8, i. 381-8315. 
t Lieut. Timothy Dwight of Northampton, lba, wu tbe fint commander at 

FOI'tl>ummer, and probablyoecupied that poeition fromFebruary,l'124, until the 
eloM of tbe year 1'126. But thia office did not engroee his whole attention. In 
July aud August, 1'1U, he superintended the erection of a fort at Northfield, and 
in 17211 wu engaged u a 1111l'Veyor. He wu afterwards a Judge of Probate in 
tbe county of Hampehire. and waa preoeded in that atatiou by John Stoddard of 
Northampton, aud Samuel Partridge of Hatfield, and aucceeded by lllrael WiJ. 
~ of the latter place. . 

§ " It [the fort] wu built by oarpentera of N orth!eld at llllhillingl per diem, 
acept Crowfoot [Jolm Crowfoot, an Indian of Springfield] who received 6 ahil
liuga. The 10ldiera alept in tbe woodl, and e&I'Ded 2 llhil1inp per diem heRd• 
their stated poy. The horaa worked hard, eat oat& and nothing elae. They 
earned 2 ahillingll for aervice, per diem. "-Recorda in office Sea. State. Mueaehu
aetta, lii 82. 
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as to be habitable. It was situated on the west bank of Con
necticut river, in the south-east comer of the pr~ent town of 
Brattleborough, on what are now called " Dummer Meadows," 
and was named Fort Dummer, in honor of Sir William Dum
mer, at that time Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts.* 
This was the first civilized settlement within the borders of the 
present state of Vermont. The fort was built of yellow pine 
timber, which then grew in great abundance on the meadow 
lands. In size it was nearly square, the sides measuring each 
about one hundred and eighty feet in length. It was laid up 
in the manner of a log-house, the timbers being locked together 
at the angles. In a letter dated February 3d, 172!, written 
by Col John Stoddard to Lieutenant-Governor Dummer, in 
reference to its construction he said, " I forgot to take notice of 
your thought of setting stockadoes round the fort to keep the 
enemy at a distance. I don't well apprehend the benefit of it, 
for we intend the fort shall be so built that the soldiers shall be 
as safe, if the enemy were in the parade, as if they were with
out the fort." In an answer to this letter, Governor Dummer 
advanced other suggestions. "Untill," wrote he, " the frost be 
out of the ground how will you lay y• foundation, and I think 
there ought to be a good one of stone and that carried some 
height above ye Ground, and also cellars for the use and con
veniency of so many people." The houses within were so con
structed that the walls of the fort formed the back wall of each 
building. The roof was a single one, slanting upward to the 
top · of the fort walls. All the houses fronted on a hollow 
square, and were arranged in such a manner, that in case the 
enemy should burst the large gate which closed the entrance 
to the fort, and gain access to the parade, they could be 
instantly rendered defensible by barricading the doors and 
windows. Besides the small arms with which the soldiers 
were furnished, the garrison was also defended by four pat
tararoes. 

From the time the fort was commenced until the first of June 
following, Captain Dwight's force numbered in all fifty-five 
effective men, of whom forty-three were English soldiers, and 
the remainder Indians. The latter belonged to the " Maquas" 
tribe, and were under the command of 'their sachems, Hendrick 

• The llite ol l!'ort Dammer and the adjoining meadow belonging to it, form a 
portion of what ia now Jmown u the " Broob farm." 
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Maqua, of Oonnauehiwhory, and Umpaumet, who dwelt on the 
banka of Hudson river.* 

Great importance was attached to the presence of the In
dians, and various means were taken to retain them in the ser
vice. On the 20th of June, 1724, a committee which had been 
appointed by the General ColU't of Maesachusetts to examine a 
demand made by the Yaq11118, engaged in the service of that 
government at Fort Dummer, reported, pursuant to the pro
mise of Col. Schuyler, "that two shillings per day be allowed 
to Hendrick and Umpaumet, as they are sachems, and the first 
of that rank that have entered into the service of this province ; 
That none of.,- lndilll8 be stinted aa to allowance of provisions; 
That they all have the use of their arms gratis, and their guns 
mended at free COBt; That a supply of knives, pipes, tobacco, 
lead, shot, and flints, be 88Ilt to the commanding officer at the 
fort, to be given out to them, according to his discretion ; That 
four barrels of rum be sent to Oapt. Jon-- Wells, at Deerfield, 
to be lodged in his hands, and to be delivered to the command
ing officer at the Block-House as he sees occasion to send for it, 
that so he may be enabled to give out ODe gill a day to each 
Indian, and some to hie other men as occasion may require." 
But with all these and other endeavors the Indians could not 
be induced to remain at the fort for more than a year. 

From the time the fort wu commenced those to whom it 
was intrusted teem to have exercised a care for the moral ·wel
fare of those who were there stationed. In the letter of Col. 
Stoddard, above referred to, he remarked on this subject: 
" Dwight thinks they should live a heathenish life · unleee a 
chaplain be allowed, and besides the advantage the English 
soldiers may receive from him, it may p088ibly be an oppor
tunity to Christianize the Indians, which the Assembly (in the 
former part) seemed very desirous of." In accordance with 
this wish the General Court voted on the 3d of June, that" Dr. 

• The namee ef th.e ·ID.c1faM, with their residenee, are contained in the 
IIIDluedliat.. 

Under Hendrick Maqua. 
EaerUI of Connauehiwhory; Kewauchoum of W eetonhook; 

Wdtunkamee& 
Pomago.u, 
WaunOOUOOI8et, 
!'aubquint, 

Cosaump of Wittaug. 
UDCler UmJMume& or Ampaumet.. 

N QOnoowaumet, 
Poopoonuck, from Hucbon river; 
Suekkeeeoo from "Boahticeok. • 
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18 IDSTOBY OF EASTERN VEB1lONT. [1724. 

Mather, Mr. Coleman, Mr. Sewall, Mr. Wadsworth, be desired 
to procure a person of gravity, ability, and prudence," to be pre
sented to the Governor for his approval, as chaplain tD the fort. 
Daniel Dwight, of Northampton, was chosen to this poet, but it 
does not appear that he held it long. His pay was fixed at one 
hundred pounds for the year, and besides his duties as chaplain 
it was more especially enjoined upon him to " instrnct the In
dian natives residing thereabouts in the true Christian reli
gion." 

The soldiers were provided with goods and clothing by the 
commander of the fort, who received his supplies from the 'frea.. 
surer of the province of Massachusetts, and sold them at a more 
reasonable rate than they could have been obtained elsewhere. 

No sooner were the necessary arrangements completed, and 
the fort garrisoned by English and by friendly Indians, than the 
hatred and suspicion of the Canada tribes in the employ of the 
French and of the Maseesqueeg or Scatacook Indians received 
a new impulse, and their reconnoitring parties began to be sources 
of the greatest annoyance. On the 25th of June the Indians 
attached to the fort discovered tracks to the south which appeared 
to have been made only a short time previous. A party of 
sixteen proceeded on a scout, and soon after fell in with about 
forty of the enemy; but their force being too small to accomplish 
what they had wished, they returned without hazarding an 
attack. On the 11th of October Fort Dummer was attacked by 
seventy of the enemy, and four or five of its occupants were 
either killed or wounded. Col Stoddard of Northampton, who 
was at ihat time intrusted with the defence of this quarter of 
the country, immediately marched from that place with fifty 
men, but the enemy had left the fort before he arrived. 

Capt. Joseph Kellogg, who was engaged at this time in 
watching Fort Dummer, and two other garrisoDB on the western 
frontiers of MassachUBetts, having received orders to scout, 
commenced sending out parties on the 30th of N ovem her. 
The routes which they took "for the discovery of the enemy" 
were various, and can be easily traced at the present time, the 
names by which the streams, mountains, and falls were then 
designated being in most instances the same as at present. 
Sometimes their course lay along the west side of Connecti
cut river, and ended at the Great Falls.* Again they would 

• Now Bellows Falla. 
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follow up West river a few miles, and then striking across the 
country, reach the Great Falls by a different route. Sometimes 
their place of destination would be the Great Meadow, and anon 
we read that they "came upon Sexton's river six miles from 
"r mouth of it, we empties itself at "r foot of y• Great Falls, 
and then they came down till they came to "r mouth of it and 
so returned." On another occasion they were "sent up y• 
West River Mountain, there to Lodge on ye top and view 
Evening and• Morning for smoak, and from thence up to ye 
mountain at ye Great Falls and there also to Lodge on ye top 
and view morning and evening for smoaks." Thus most of the 
winter was spent, in traversing the wilderness, fording bridgeless 
streams, and climbing mountains slippery with snow and ice. 
To such vigilance and activity it was owing that for nearly a 
year, and at a time when the Indians were exceedingly troubl&
some and unfriendly, Fort Dummer and the adjacent garrisons 
were unmolested by them. 

During the month of July, in the year 1725, Capt. Benja
min Wright, of Northampton, being on a scouting expedition 
with a corps of volunteers, consisting of about sixty men, ascend
ed the Connecticut river as high as Wells river, which stream 
he explored some distance ; and at\er having passed several 
small lakes, struck Onion or Winooski river, and followed it until 
within sight of Lake Champlain. Provisions becoming scarce, 
the party retraced their steps and returned to Northfield without 
meeting the enemy. In his journal, Wright mentions "a fort at 
the mouth of Wells river." Ai3 we have no other account of 
such an establishment than the one here given, the suggestion 
of Mr. Hoyt is no doubt correct, that it was "probably a small 
stockade, for the security of the scouts." On the 28th of Sep
tember, Capt. Dwight, of Fort Dummer, sent out a party of 
six men to scout in a westerly direction. On their return, while 
halting to refresh themselves, they were attacked by the In
dians, who, fourteen in number, came soddenly upon them. 
The scouts fired, but successful resistance was out of their 
power. Thomas Bodurtha of Springfield, and John Pease of 
Enfield, were killed; Edward Baker of Suffield, John Farrar of 
Ashford, and Nathaniel Chamberlain of Hatfield, were captur
ed ; and Anthony Wiersbury, a German, reached the fort in 
safety, being the only one of the party who escaped unharmed.* 

• MS. p&pera in offioe Bee. State; :M-. Hoyt's Indian W&l'l, p. 2111. 
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Although attacks were frequently made on the English ~ttle
mentB in New Hampshire and along the Connecticut, by the 
French or Abenaqu.is Indians, yet it must be remarked that 
this conduct did not arise from the eru;nity of France and Eng
land, for at that time those nations were at peace with one an
other. In order, if possible, to bring to an end the war in Ame
rica, commissioners were sent from MassachusettB and New 
Hampshire to Canada. They were politely received by the 
Marquis de V audreuil, Governor of Canada, bu~ were unable 
to effect with him the object of their mission. A few depreda
tions were committed after the commissioners returned, but it 
was soon ascertained that the Indians were not averse to peace. 
In accordance with their desire, a treaty of that nature was held 
at Boston on the 15th of December, and was ratified at Fal
mouth the following spring. This being publicly declared, 
the garrisons were withdrawn from many of the fortH, and on 
the 27th of August, 1726, the forces " at the Block-House above 
Northfield" were orqered to be dismissed from the service. By 
a mistake, the order was withheld until news came on the 24th 
of November, that some of the Canada tribes were, by the com
mand of the Governor of Canada, " spirited out for mischief on 
the frontiers." On the receipt of this information, by the advice 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, the garrison was continued until 
too cause of danger was removed.* 

Capt. Joseph Kellogg, who had been for many years a pri
soner among the French and Indians in Canada, and had learned 
the manner in which the peltry trade was conducted between 
them and the western Indians, having presented a memorial to 
the General Court of Massachusetts, on the 15th of January, 
1121, in which he expressed his belief that the same kind of 
trade might be carried on by the MassachusettB government to 
good advantage, followed up this statement with a request that 
a trading-house might be established at Fort Dummer or further 
up Connecticut river. To this petition a favorable answer waa 
given. In order to insure a continuance of the friendship of 
the Indians, the General Court agreed to supply them with 
such articles of food and clothing as they should need, and take 
their furs in exchange. Fort Dummer, being conveniently 
situated for a " Truck-house," was selected for that purpose, 
and was thus " improved" for many years, the business being 

• :MS. paper~. Belk. Hiat. N. H., ii. 'l<>-80. 

Digitized by Goog le 



1725-1731.] JA.ln:8 00881a JOURN .. U .. 91 

under the charge of Joseph Kellogg, who bore the titles both 
of Captain and Truck-master.* 

The Indians, finding thai they could carry on a cheaper trade 
at this atation than at the French trading-hou.eee, resorted 
hither in. large numbere, bringing with them, amoog other 
articles of traffic, deer ek:ins, moose skins, and tallow. The fort 
was soon found to be too &mall to accommodate all who came to 
it, and CapL Kellogg was accordingly ordered, on the lOth of 
April, 17~9, to rai8e an out-house in some convenient place 
near the Truck-house," for the reception of the Indians." At 
the same time he wu directed to build a boat for transporting 
the supplies, to advance fifteen instead of fifty per ceDt. on pro. 
visions, and to aupply the soldiers with clothing at the same price 
with the Indians. He was also permitted to sell beaver skins 
to the people residing in the vicinity who should desire to 
obtain them for the purpose of converting them into hats. In 
July, 1731, further improvements were made at the block-holl88 
bv the addition of a store-house at the back of the main build
u;g, and by repairs which had become nooeeeary. 

The route which the Indians Uilually took in going from 
Canada to Fort Dummer, was by Lake Champlain, Otter 
creek, and Black: and Connecticut rivers. The government ot 
Massachusetts being about to take meunres to aseertain the 
exact cotll'Be of this "Indian road," obtained from a certain 
James Coss or CrOBB, the following diary of a journey from Fort 
Dummer to Lake ChiDilplain, performed in the year 1780. 
From it something may be learned of the manner of travelling 
in the wilderness in those early times, and of the hardahips per
taining thereto. 

"Monday, ye 27th April, 1730, at about twelve of ye clock 
we left Fort Dummer, and travailed that day three miles, and 
lay down that night by West River, which is three miles dis
tant from Fort Dummer. Notabene. I travailed with twelve 
Canady Mohawb that drank to great exceM at ye fort and 
killed a Skatacook Indian in their drunken condition, that came 
to smoke with them . 

• 'l'be flrst appropriation fC>I' tndillg parpoeea W'&l made- tb• liMA or J1111e, 
1'128, •b. tM GetMral Court voted to eet •I*' "£1000, ~ to abou' £388 
k 8d. aterliDg, for tbe purcbuing gooda to be lodged at the Truck-boue above 
Northfield, to npply tbe Indians withal" The Truck·m&lter wea ordered "to 
&dunce 60 per cen\ Oil rum, •'118R• 1111d _,-., 1111d llli .,er -\ oa ~ 
sooda." 
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"Tuesday. We travailed upon the great River* about ten 
miles. 

"Wednesday. We kept ye same course upon ye great River 
travailed about ten miles, and eat a drowned Buck that night. 

"Thursday. We travailed upon the great River within two 
miles of y• Great Fallst in said River, then we went npon Land 
to the Black River above ye Great Falls, went up in that River 
and lodged about a mile and a half from the mouth of Black 
River, which days travail we judged was about ten miles. 

"Fryday. We cross Black River at ye Fallst afterwards 
travail through ye woodsN.N.W. then cross Black River again 
about 17 miles above our first crossing, afterwards travailed ye 
same course, and pitched our tent on ye homeward side of 
Black River. 

" Saturday. We crossed Black River, left a great mountain 
on ye right hand and another on ye left.§ Keep a N.W. course 
till we pitch our tent after 11 miles travail by a Brook which we 
called a branch of Black River. 

"Sabbath Day. Soon after we began our days work, an old 
pregnant squaw that travailed with us, stopt alone and was 
delivered of a child, and by Monday noon overtook us with a 
living child upon her Back. We travail to Black River. At 
ye three islands, between which and a large pound we past y• 
River, enter a mountain,l that afforded us a prospect of ye 
place of Fort Dummer. Soon after we enter a descending 
country, and travail till we arrive at Arthur Creek,- in a 
descending land. In this days travail which is 21 miles, we 
came upon seven Brooks which run a S. W. course at ye north 
end of said Mountain. From Black River to Arthur Creek we 
judge is 25 miles. 

"Monday. Made Canoes. 
" Tuesday. Hindered travailing by rain. 
"Wednesday. We go in our Canoes upon Arthur Creek, till 

we meet two great falls in said River.** Said River is very 
Black and deep and surrounded with good land to y• extremity 
of our prospect. This days travail 35 miles. 

• Connecticut river. t BeUowa Falla. 
t At Centre village in the to'Wll of Bpringteld. See Zadook Thompeon'l Ver. 

mont, Part Ill, p. 184. 
§ In the towDJbip of Ludlow. 
I In the toWIIIIhip of Plymouth, where Black rinr riM& 
, Otter creek. •• Probably in the town of Rutland. 
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"Th1ll'8day. We aail 40 miles in Arthur Creek. We meet 
with great Falls,* and a little below them, we meet with two 
other great Falls,t and about 10 miles below y• said Falls we 
meet two other pretty large Falls.t We carryd our Canoes 
by these Falls and come to y• Lake."§ 

The garrison at Fort Dummer, which had been reduced in 
1727, was, in January, 1731, reinforced by the addition of ten 
soldiel'8, and from that time until the year 1750, it seldom 
numbered less than twenty men, and in times of danger often 
amounted to fifty. The Rev. Ebenezer Hinsdelll was in 1730 
appointed to the chaplaincy of the fort, which post he probably 
held twelve or fourteen years, being much beloved both by the 
Indians and the English.,. 

In order to render trade with the Indians more advantageous, 
and to strengthen the bonds of peace and friendship, Capt. 
Kellogg received into the fort on the 8th of October, 1734, three 
commissionel'8 from the "Scaticook." tribe, whose names and 
titles were, Masseguun, first captain ; N annatoohau, second cap
tain; :Massamah, lieutenant; and on the 1st of September, 1735, 
three other commission officers of the Caughnawaga tribe, 

• Jliddlebury li'.U.. t At W eybridge. 
t At V ergeDDea. 
§ Bound .MSS. in office Sea. State, Maa, A. xuvili. 126, 127. 
I Be wu for several yeara a mi&.~iouary to the Connecticut river India111. In 

a letter which he wrote from Fort Dummer, dated January 28th, 17SJ, refer
ring to hia labon, he etated that "a good di~tion• wu prevalent among tlle 
IDdiam, that on Sunday a number of them uaually uaembled to listen to him, 
thai a child bad been presented to him for b11ptism, to which he had refused to 
administer the rite because its parents were not Christians, that he bad endea
vored to inatrnet the parents in Christianity, but bad u yet met with no euecea 
lD 1743, Mr. Binldell erected a fort within the limits of the p..-nt town of 
Billlldale, New Hampshire, and in the same year he and Joli.ah Willard, the com
mander of Fort Dummer, were appointed nnder-commieeioners for the northern 
portiooa of M-huaetts, and the adjacent frontiers. This poet they held until 
October 26th, 17 48. Binadell'a efforts in behalf of the growth and prosperity 
of the province were not unobsernd, and on November loth, 1748, Gonrnor 
Shiriey desired the General Court " to provide a few men for the defence of 
Kr. Binldell'1 fort below Fort Dummer for the winter eeuon," a requeet whioh 
,.. undoubtedly complied with. In the year 17159, he resided near Sugar 
Loaf Mountain, in the town which ia now bcnrn u Sonth Deedeld. ~11-
lleU& 

, It il diSlealt to ueerWn the aaot date of trauactiooa which CJeOU1ftd at 
tbill period, owing to the burning of the Town Bonae in Boston, on Deoember 
9th.1747, at which mne were deetroyed "The Boob of Records of the General 
Aleembly of :M~uaetts, from July 6th, 1787, to September 80th, 1748, and 
of his :Majeety'• Council" 
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named Ontauseoogoe, colonel ; Thyhausilhau, lieutenant-colonel ; 
Conneighau, major._ Yearly pensions were granted to them, 
and they remained in the pay of the truek-houae 1IIUil 1744, 
when it wae again tumed into a fort. 

Massachusetts having deemed it neceuary to renew a certain 
treaty which had been m&OO with the Indiana some years 
beM'e, appointed John Stoddard, Eleazer Porter, Thomas W al
lis, Joseph Kellogg, and Israel Williams, commissioners, who by 
agreement met OntaUB800goe and other delegates of the Os.ugh
ilawaga tribe, at Fort I>ummel, on the 5th and 6th of Octnber, 
1787. Friendly speeches were made by both parties, the health 
of King George wae drank, and the death of the Governor's lady 
deplored. Dlankets and wampum were exchanged, and the 
representatives of the Indians and the English separated with 
expressions of mutual good-will and friendship.* In the same 
year the trnek-house was burned, but whether entirely or par
tially, there is nothing on record to show.t 

During this season of comparative quiet, MaeeaehtJJetta aud 
New Hampshire granted several new townships on their fron. 
tiers, the former extending her grants to the northward and 
westward, and along Connecticut river, above Northfield, em
bracing on the east banks of that stream the present towns of 
Hinsdale, Chesterfield, Westmoreland, Walpole, and Charles
town. These five towns were at first included in four, and for 
several years were known by their numbers. Beginning at 
Hinsdale, Charlestown was Number Four. As to the eettlementa 
west of the Green Mountains, the first of them was made by the 
French in 1731, at Chimney Point, in the south-west corner of 
what is now the township of Addison. But this, as well as the 
settlement at Fort Frederick, now Crown Point, on the west side 
of the Lake, was snbseqnently broken up, and the settl~ with 
the garrison of the fort, were, in the year 1759, removed to 
Canada. 

* Bee AppeDdix B, eontainiDg 1111 aoooUDt of tbe ~pat~ rene'WIIl of 
the treaty. 

t The 011ly 1dat of tbia alrcnlmetllllee ia contailled in a peiitlon to Governor 
JcmaeMa BeWler, 6'0IIl Joha Bupnt, dated Nov. ittJI, 1'138. in whiela he .. ,. be 
wu " formerly taken pri8oner to Canada, afterwards wu ander Captain Kellog 
~the tnok·boue, DOrth of NortldWd, ud ftl .,.._ ldere ia 1'11'1 wh• it 
W'llbariaed.. 
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ORA.PTER n. 
OONI'LIOTS WITH TBE INDIANS. 

:Boaudary Dlsputei-Sartwe!l'a Fort-Bridgman's Fort--Defeneeaat Fort Dnm
mer-'l"NiBo with the Indi&M-MainteuaDee of Fort Dnmm-Diaputee 
betw- the .Aaembly of New Hampehin and the Genenl Court of :y_.. 
ehuaettaBay-Deelaration of War between England and Fran-Eitabliahment 
of Forte-Indian DepredatioDB-William Phipa-Pre.enta to the IndiaDB
.Att.ek on the Fort at the Great Meadow-Capture of N ebemiah How-For fear 
flf the Eaemy dae 8ettlen leaYe their .Abodea-~ of Number Four, aftel-.. 
warda Cbarleato..-Burniut of Briclpla'a F~nd .Attack on Number 
Four-Fight between Capt. Melvin 1111d the Iadlana-Capt. SteveDII'a Expedi
tion-An .Ambuacad&-Accouot of the Captives who were taken to Canada
Buuing tbeGauntlet-CapL Humphrey Hobbe'a Enoounter'lrith the Indiana
~-near Fcm Dulm-Brave Conduct of the Soldi-Route piU'IUed 
by the Indiana-Fight at Fiteh'• Bloek-ho~J~e-PropoaKiou for Proteotion. 

Tm: dispute between Massachusetts and New Hampshire as to 
the northern boundary of the former province, which had con
tinued since the year 1730, was detennined on the 9th of April, 
1740. The decision gave to New Hampshire a tract of country 
fourteen miles in breadth, and above fifty in length-& greater 
quantity than she had ever claimed-and took from Maasa
chusetta twenty-eight new townships between the .Merrimack 
and Connecticut rivel'8, besides a large amount of vacant lands. 
But the settlement of one dispute only gave rise to another. 
A part of the south boundary of New Hampshire, beginning at 
a point three miles due north of Patncket falls, was declared in 
the decision referred to, to be" a straight line, drawn from thence 
due west, till it meets with his :MaJesty's other government.;" 
but the uncertainty which then prevailed as to the legal extent 
of" his Majesty's other governments," was the cause not only 
of a controversy in this instance, but of another which at a later 
period engaged the attention of New Hampshire, New York, 
and the" New Hampshire Grants" for many years. 
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The command of Fort Dummer having been given to Capt. 
Josiah Willard in 17 40, its former commander, Joseph Kellogg, 
was appointed Indian interpreter for the garrison, which office 
he held until the year 1749. Great pains were taken to obtain 
from the Indians then in the service of the fort, as much 
assistance as was compatible with their indolent dispositions; 
and in order to remove one of the causes which had too long 
tended to lower their condition, they were deprived of the sup
plies of liquor which had for a long time composed a part of 
their rations. .Ali the frontier settlements extended, it became 
neceBBary for the inhabitants to increase and strengthen their 
defences. The forte or, more properly, block-houses of this 
period were generally built with large squared timbers laid 
horizontally one above the other, in the shape .of an oblong or 
square, and locked together at the angles in the manner of a log 
cabin. This structure was roofed, and furnished with loopholes 
on every side, through which to observe and attack the enemy. 
The upper story usually projected over the lower, and under
neath this projection other loopholes were cut, to enable those 
within to fire down on the assailants, in case of a close approach. 
In this manner did Josiah Sartwell build the fort which was 

afterwards called by his 
name. It stood about 
one hundred rods from 
Connecticut river, in the 
north part of what was 
for a long time Hinsdale, 
now Vernon, Vermont, 
and four miles south of 
Brattleborough. To the 
east of it ran the pub
lic road. It was taken 
down in 1838, after hav-

e.ttrelh :ron. ing stood ninety-eight 
years, and on its site 

there has since been erected a house which is owned and 
occupied by the Hon. Ebenezer How Jr., a great-great-grand
son of Josiah Sartwell, and a great-grandson of Caleb How, who 
was killed by the Indians. Bridgman's Fort, of similar con
struction, was probably built the same year by Orlando Bridg
man. It was situated one half of a mile south of Sartwell's 
Fort, on the east side of the road, and with the exception of 
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Fort Dummer, was the only place picketed and sec111'e in that 
vicinity. About the same time a settlement was made on the 
'•Great Meadow," in what is now the town of Putney, and a 
garrison called Fort Hill was built in the centre of the" Mea
dow ;" but by whom it was erected or occupied is not known. 
On the other side of Connecticut river, Number Four, after
wards Charlestown, which, with a number of other townships, 
bad been granted by Massachusetts in 1736, although but lately 
settled, bad already begun to be a post of some importance. 
Another station of note was Hinsdell or Hinsdale's Fort. It 
was situated in the town of Hinsdale, N.H., nearly opposite to 
Sartwell's Fort, and was built by the Rev. Ebenezer Hinsdell, 
in 1743. 

Fort Dummer being in a defenceless condition, Capt. Josiah 
Willard, " for himself and those under his command," infonned 
the Governor of Massachu.eetts on the 24th day of J nne, 17 40, 
that they were " willing to be at the cost of putting y• garrison 
into a post111'e of defence, and erect two sufficient bastions at 
opposite angles, providing the government will be at the charge 
of hiring a carpenter and provide nails, iron work and boards." 
The proposition was acceded to, and the fort was made more 
defensible than it bad ever been before. Within were four 
province houses, as they were called, two stories in height, 
comfortable, and for these days even convenient ; besides 
which there were two or three smaller houses, containing a 
room each, which could be occupied when the garrison num
bered more than its complement of men. Without, the fort was 
picketed. Posts twenty feet in height placed perpendicularly 
in the ground side by side, and sharpened at the upper end, 
surrounded it on every side. Openings were left in the pickets 
through which to fire on the enemy, and at opposite angles of 
the fort, twenty-five feet from the ground and five above the 
tops of the pickets, square boxes were placed in which the 
sentinels kept guard. To the patteraroee with which the gar
rison was originally furnished, several swivels were now added, 
which enabled the inmates of the fort to receive the enemy 
with an enfila<llng fire, thus rendering the place comparatively 
secure. The "Great Gun" of which mention is so often made 
in papers relating to Fort Dummer, whose report could be heard 
for many miles, was never fired except as a signal for assistance, 
or on the reception of some fortunate or pleasing news.* 

• Bound MS. in office Sec. of State :Mall. lDii. 411&. 
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The declaration of war by Great Britain against France and 
Spain on the 29th of March, 1744, was followed by its procl.a
mation at Boston in the month of J nne following. .A.n Indian 
war was a necessary appendage in the American colonies to a 
war with France, and during this contest, called by some the 
first French war, and by others the Cape Breton wa.r, the almost 
daily cruelties practised by the Indians were witness to their 
long-fostered determination of vengeance for the misfortunes 
which they had suffered on account of the whites. The 
Indian commissioners who had resided at Fort Dummer sinoe 
the year 1734, and had become used to English ways and 
customs, would, it was supposed, remain during the war where 
they had so long lived, and endeavor by their infiuence to 
afford some protection to their friends from the ravages of 
the enemy. Bnt the lust of gain, and the desire of plunder, 
broke down the nicer barriers which had sprung from friendly 
communication and social intercourse ; and not only was Fort 
Dummer deserted by the Indians, but also all the stations in the 
vicinity where they had dwelt, their numbers going to augment 
the forces of the hostile tribes in Canada. .A.t the same time 
the truck establishment at Fort Dummer was also discontinued. 

The traffic which during the sixteen years previous had been 
there carried on with the Indians by the government of Massa
chusetts, had proved of no pecuniary profit to the latter. De
ducting the charge of transportation, and a remuneration for the 
waste incidental thereto, the Indians were supplied with goods 
at nearly first cost, while for their furs, deer skins, moose skins, 
and tallow, they were allowed the Boston market-prices. The 
province had also a transport sloop in pay for the use of this 
fort, and of Forts Richmond and Georges on the eastern 
frontiers, which forts were also used as trading houses in time 
of peace. Had it not been deemed necessary to supply the 
Indians with goods in order to protect them from the abuses of 
private traders, and to turn their attention as much as possible 
from unfriendly ~d warlike designs, the government would not 
have continued a trade so disadvantageous and onEH!ided, so 
long as they did. 

Since its erection by Massachusetts, Fort Dommer had been 
maintained and garrisoned at the expense of that province ; but 
by the late determination of the boundary lines between Massa
chusetts and New Hampshire, the fort was supposed by many 
to have fallen within the limits of the latter province. Massa-
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chnsetts, however, continued to support and maintain it until 
war was declared in 1744, when Governor Shirley opened a 
communication with the home government on the subject. In 
his lettels to the Lord President of the King'a Council and to 
the Duke of Newcastle, one of his Majesty's principal Secre
taries of State, he clearly showed that the great expense which 
the province was likely to incur in providing for its own defence 
in many other places, would no longer justify it in continuing 
the establishment of Fort Dummer. At the same time he 
declared it to be of the last importance at that time, that this 
post should be strongly fortified, not ouly for the defence of the 
settlers in the immediate neighborhood, but also on account of 
the position of the fort, it being situated within three or four 
days' march of the French fort at Crown Point, which latter 
place was a constant retreat and resort for the French and 
Indians in all their' expeditions against the English settlements. 
He further stated that the )faseachnsetts government did not 
~ it their duty to provide for a fort no longer their own, 
and proposed that the province of New Hampshire, to which 
it properly belonged, should make provision for its support. 

On the receipt of this representation, the King in Council, 
on the 6th of September, ordered that the fort and its garrison 
should be maintained, and that the Governor of New Hamp
shire should move the Assembly of that province in his Ma
jesty's name, to make a proper provision for that service, and 
at the same time inform them, that in case they should refuse to 
comply with a proposal so neceseary and reasonable, his Majesty 
would restore the fort, and a "proper district contiguous there
to," to the Massachusetts Bay. In view of the importance of 
the station, and of the sad results which might follow, should it 
fall into the hands of the enemy, Gov~mor Shirley was ordered 
in the same report to represent to the Provincial Assembly of 
the Massachusetts Bay, the necessity of continuing to provide 
for Fort Dummer until a final answer should be obtained from 
New Hampshire, and his Majesty's pleasure in relation to the 
subject, further signified. 

This order, together with a message from Governor Shirley, 
was presented to the House . of Representatives of Massachu
setts, and that body, with the concurrence of the Council, in 
consideration of the great danger there was that the inhabitants 
from Contoocook,* in New Hampshire, to Connecticut river, 

• Boecawen 
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would be driven from their settlements should the fort be taken, 
nnanimoDSly voted that " the captain-general be desired to cause 
the same number of officel'8 and men as were in the last est. 
blishment at said fort, to be enlisted and there posted ; and 
that the same allowance as before be made for their wages and 
subsistence, for a term not exceeding three months, provided 
that this vote or grant shall not be deemed or urged as a pr~ 
cedent for this government's taking into their pay at any time 
hereafter this fort, or any other fort which may serve as a pro
tection to any inhabitants or estates, the jurisdiction whereof is 
claimed by any other government." It was also voted that the 
term of three months should commence with the 20th of J anu
ary, 1745. For the better security of this garrison, the strong
est, and, with the exception of the stockade then building on 
the Great Meadows, the most northern, two swivel guns and 
two four-poundel'8 were added to its munitions. 

In accordance with his instructions, Governor Shirley inform
ed Governor Wentworth, of New Hampshire, on the 25th of 
February, of the nature of the order he had received from his 
Majesty, and of the action of the :M.88Sachusett8 Assembly 
thereon. He further requested his Excellency to make provi
sion for the future sDStenance of the garrison, or at least to come 
to a speedy resolution on the subject, in order that an answer 
might be returned without delay to the King. The subject was 
brought before the New Hampshire Assembly on the 3d of 
May, but a majority of the lower house declined making any 
grant for this purpose, and adduced, in snpport of this deter
mination, the following reasons :-"That the fort was fifty miles 
distant from any towns which had been settled by the govern
ment or people of New Hampshire ; that the people had no 
right to the lands which, by the dividing line, had fallen within 
New Hampshire, notwithstanding the plausible arguments 
which had been used to induce them to bear the expense of the 
line, viz. that the land would be given to them, or else would 
be sold to pay that expense ; that the charge of maintaining 
that fort, at so great a distance, and to which there was no com
munication by roads, would exceed what bad been the whole 
expense of government before the line was established ; that the 
great load of debt contracted on that account, and the yearly sup
port of government, with the unavoidable expenses of the war, 
were as much as the people could bear ; that if they should take 
upon them to maintain this fort, there was another much better 
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and more convenient fort at a place called N nmber Four, be
sides several other settlements, which they should, also, be 
obliged to defend ; and, :finally, that there was no danger that 
these forts would want snpport, since it was the interest of Mas
sachusetts, by whom they were erected, to maintain them as a 
cover to their frontier."* 

Upon this declaration, the Governor dissolved the Assembly 
and called another, to whom, in the most pressing and eloquent 
terms, he recommended the same measnre. In accordance with 
his wishes, that body resolved, on the 15th of June, that his Ex
cellency the Captain General be desired to enlist or impress 
twenty good, effective men, to be by him employed in his Ma
jesty's service for six months, as a garrison for Fort Dnm
mer.t This resolution was notified to Governor Shirley by 
Governor Wentworth, and was · accompanied with a request 
that the fort might be delivered to New Hampshire, and the 
Massachusetts forces be drawn within the bounds of that pro
vince. In answer, Governor Shirley desired Governor Want
worth to take possession, and sent orders to Capt. Willard to 
deliver the fort to his charge on demand. Previous to this, 
however, the Assembly of New Hampshire, as has been seen, 
had refused to support the fort, and Massachusetts had there
upon agreed to maintain it. By consequence, when Governor 
Shirley acquainted his Majesty's Council of Massachusetts with 
his action on the last resolve of the Assembly of New Hamp
shire, they were of opinion that he could not, according to the 
terms of his Majesty's order, be justified in delivering up the 
fort until his Majesty's pleasure should be known. A suspicion 
prevailed that the ABBembly of New Hampshire intended to 
provide for the fort, only until they could obtain full possession 
of it, and that they would then slight it. It was also well known 
that the allowance proposed by New Hampshire for the support 
of the soldiers, was not half as large as that given by Massachu
setts, which many deemed too small. Under these considera
tions, Governor Shirley judged it best to countermand his 
orders, and the fort was again supported by Massachusetts. 

• Belknap's HUt. If. H., a 936, 28'7. 
t The wages allowed are thue lltated : " One Captain to hue 26 thillioga per 

month; one Lieutenant to have 1111. 6d. per month; one Sergeant to have 18e. 6d. 
per month ; ODe Corporal to have lie. per month ; and sixteen Centinela to have, 
eaeh, lOB. per month; and each of the aaid twenty men be allowed 8a. per month 
for prondiDg themaelvee Yith proviaione." 
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In this condition the subject remained until 1747, when 
Governor Shirley again wrote to Governor Wentworth, to know 
whether he would take upon himself the charge of supporting 
the fort. .After a long delay, his Excellency, on the 28th of 
October, 1748, signified his unwillingnesa to bear the expense, 
and the subject was then brought before·the Board of Trade in 
consequence of a letter from Governor Shirley to that body. 
This communication contained an account of the condition of 
Fort Dummer, and an offer to forward to the Board of Trade a 
schedule of the charges incurred for supporting the fort since the 
commencement of the war. The committee to whom the mat
ter was referred, reported on the 3d of August, 17 4-9, that it 
was proper for New Hampshire to reimburse .Massachusetts for 
maintaining the fort, and advised that the Governor of New 
Hampshire should be directed to recommend to ftle Assembly 
of his province, a permanent provision for the fort, and that it 
should be allowed to remain where it was, since, were it r& 

moved within the lines, it would be in the midst of garrison 
houses, and would thus defeat the object of its erection., which 
was to keep the enemy at a distance. 

Although this report was favorable to Massachusetts, yet 
when Parliament granted to New Hampshire a reimbursement 
for the Canada expedition, the petition of the government of 
.Massachusetts praying that a deduction might be made in their 
favor from this fund, was denied. This denial was owing to the 
vigilance and address of Capt. John Thomlinson, formerly a sea 
captain, but at that time the agent at London fur New Hampshire. 

As soon as the declaration of war between England and 
France was proclaimed at Boston in J nne, 17 44, ordel'S were 
issued by Governor Shirley for the building of a line of forts, 
more effectually to protect the western frontiers of Massachu
setts from the ravages of the Indiana. Of the routes which had 
been pursued by the enemy in the former wars in approaching 
the frontiers from Canada, the most northern was by the river 
St. Francis, through Lake Memphramagog, thence by portage 
to the Passumsic, down that river to the Connecticut, and 
thence to the settlements bordering the banks of the latter 
stream. Sometimes the enemy, having sailed down Lake Cham
plain as far as Whitehall, would proceed up Pawlet river to its 
sources, thence across the mountains to West river and down 
that stream to the Connecticut. At other times they would 
approach that river by following up Otter creek to ita sources. 
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Nor were the rivers Lamoille, Winooski, and White, nnl..11own to 
them in their journeys to Connecticut river. But the most com
mon road from Canada, and that most frequently traversed, was, 
by the way of Otter creek and Black river. This has been pre
viously described under the name of the Indian road, and was 
so called at the time of the earliest English settlements.* 

Fort Dummer was a serious obstruction to the Indian enemy, 
who having approached by the way of West river, were de
scending into Massachusetts. After the building of Number 
Four, that station occupied the same position for those who had 
reached Connecticut river by the way of the more northern 
streams. The forts which were ordered to be built by govern
ment, extended from Fort Dummer to Hoosac, now Adams, and 
Williamstowu. They were situated in the following towns. 
Fort Massachlljletts or H0011ac was in Adams, Fort Pelham in 
Rowe, F~ Shirley in Heath, Coghran's and Rice's forts in 
Colrain, and Sheldon's fort in Bernardston. In the latter place, 
as well as at Colrain, several houses were stockaded, and at 
Northfield and Greenfield the old defences were repaired. Be
sides those already mentioned on Connecticut river, there were 
forts on the New Hampshire side at Upper and Lower Ashuelot. 
The western cordon of fom was placed under the immediate 
command of Capt., afterwards Col. Ephraim Williams, who 
established his head-quarters at Fort Massachusett&. Col. John 
Stoddard, of Northampton, commander of the militia regiment 
in the county of Hampshire, M888achusettB, was charged with 
the general superintendence of the defence of the same quarter. 
Major Israel Williams of Hatfield, was appointed commissary of 
the department, and Col. Josiah Willard, commander of Fort 
Dummer, and the Rev. Ebenezer Hinsdell, the owner of 
Hinsdell's garrison, W'ere his under commiBBaries. Two hundred 
men were raieed for the defence of this portion of the pro
vince, and ninety-six barrels of gunpowder were sent to the 
towns lying within an allotted space, to be sold to the inhabit
ants at the first cost. 

The rations allowed to the garrison forces on the frontiers 
were, for each man, one pound of bread and a half pint of peas 
or beans per diem ; two pounds of pork for three days, and one 
gallon of molasses for forty-two days. Marching forces were 
allowed a pound of bread for each man ; the same of pork, and 

• See ante, p. iL 
3 
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a gill of rum per diem. Parties were kept continually ranging 
from fort to fort on the line- between Forts Dummer and Massa
chusetts, and thence to Pittsfield, for the purpose of ferreting 
out the Indians, and companies of large dogs were trained to 
scent their trails. Scouts from the militia. were also employed 
to scour the wilderness towards the head of Wood and Otter 
creeks. To induce the soldiers to engage in this kind of war
fare, a bounty of thirty pounds each was offered on Indian 
scalps. The officer who commanded a "scalping expedition," 
was required to keep a fair and correct journal of his marches 
and operations, and return it to the government of the pro
vince.* 

During the year 17 44, no depredations were committed on the 
western frontiers, and this exemption from disturbance afforded 
ample opportunity for constructing forts and preparing for future 
emergencies, which opportunity, as has been shown, was in 
no wise neglected. The first incursion in the next year was 
made on the 5th of July, by a party of the Oorondax: Indians 
from Canada. William Phips, as he was hoeing corn, near the 
south-west comer of the Great Meadow, was captured by two 
of these Indians, and carried into the woods. They had proceeded 
with him about half a mile, and were ascending a. steep hill, 
when one of them remembering that he had left something, went 
back to get it, leaving the prisoner in the charge of his comrade. 
Watching his opportunity, Phips struck down his Indian keeper 
with a hoe which he had brought with him, and seizing the gun 
of the prostrate savage, shot the other as he was ascending the 
hill. Unfortunately, meeting with three others of the same 
party, as he was returning to the fort, he was seized, killed, and 
scalped. The Indian whom he had stwmed, afterwards died of 
his wound. On the 1Oth of the same month, the Indians 
appeared at Upper Ashuelot, now Keene, and killed and scalped 
Josiah Fisher. N ewe of these events having reached Massachu
setts, Governor Shirley, on the 17th, ordered " two companies of 
snow-shoe men to scout between Connecticut and Merrimack 
rivers for the protection of the inhabitants, and discovery and 
annoyance of the enemy." 

The Assembly of New York, previous to these occurrences, 
had voted an allowance of four hundred pounds for presents to 
the Indians. Various letters having been presented to them 

• Hoyt'sludian Wars, pp. 280-282. 
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containing accounts of the circumstances above narrated, and 
of others similar, Col. Schuyler, one of the members, stated 
that the fears and jealousies of the Six Nations of Indians had 
been aroused and were sustained by the designs of the French, 
but that the destruction of the border settlements might be 
prevented by the use of a single argument, the strongest which 
could be presented to the Indians, " a suitable present." The 
Assembly accordingly voted, on the 21st of August, that six 
hundred pounds should be added to what had ~dy been 
given them. Of the wisdom of this course, those who proposed 
and supported it were the best judges ; but the effect on the 
Indians seems to have been far different from what was ex
pected. If their fears and j ealonsies bad been excited by the 
French, their love of plunder and their hope of gain appeared 
to receive new life by the favors of the English; and thus vir
tually receiving rewards of both nations, they renewed their 
depredations, which only differed from their previous acta by 
the greater display of skill and cunning which characterized 
them. Another reason of the little effect of the presents of 
New York may be found in the fact that on the 28d of August, 
only two days after the passage of the above vote, Lieutenant
Governor Spencer Phips, of Massachusetts, in consideration of 
the breach of the treaty of neutrality between that province 
and the Six Nations, formally declared war against the Eastern 
and Canada Indians. 

To conclude the events of the year by a bold stroke, a body 
of French and Indians, the latter being twelve in number, 
attacked the garrison at the Great Meadow, on the 12th of Oc
tober at noon-day. A brisk fight was carried on for an hour 
and a half, and one Indian was killed by a shot from the ram
parts, but the fort was defended with so much coolness and 
courage, that the enemy were not able to take it, or even essen
tially injure it. In lien of victory they killed or drove off the 
greater part of the cattle in the neighborhood, a method of 
taking revenge by no means uncommon. Nehemiah How 
who was cutting wood about eighty rods from the fort when 
the enemy appeared, was taken by them, and no attempt was 
made to rescue him, as it would have endangered the lives of 
all in the garrison. As they were leading him away, by the 
side of the river, they perceived a canoe approaching with two 
men. Firing, they killed one of them, David Rugg, but the 
other, Robert Baker, made for the opposite shore and escaped. 
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Both of these men, together with How, belonged to the garrison 
at the Great Meadow. Proceeding further they passed three 
other men, who, by skulking under the bank, reached the fort 
in safety. One of them was Caleb How, the prisoner's son. 
Arriving opposite to Number Four the India.ns compelled their 
captive to write his name on a piece of bark, and there left it. 
After travelling seven days westward, they came to a lake, 
where they found five canoes, with corn, pork, and tobacco. 
They embarked in the canoes, and having stuck the scalp of 
David Rngg on a pole, proceeded to the fort at Crown Point, 
where How received humane treatment from the French. 
Thence he was taken to Quebec, where he died. "He was," 
said Belknap, " a useful man, greatly lamented by his friends 
and fellow-<l&ptives." Not long after these occurrences the 
fort at the Great Meadow being evacuated, was destroyed or 
went to decay.* 

On the 28th of March, 17 46, the enemy made their appear
ance in the neighborhood of Fort Shirley, and until late in the 
autumn were scattered in small parties on all the frontiers. 
Several attempts were made by them to take the fort at N um
ber Four and some of the other garrisons in the vicinity by 
surprise, but in none were they successful. On the 24th of 
June, a party of twenty Indians killed William Robbins and 
James Baker,t while working in a meadow near Bridgman's 
Fort, wounded Michael Gilson and Patrick Ray, and took John 
Beemant and Daniel Ho'l"' prisoners, but not until the latter 
had killed one of his captors. So unsafe was travelling of 
every kind, that the settlers were obliged to go to the mills 
with a guard, whenever they wanted meal. On one occasion 

· a party of twenty men who went from the west side of Con
necticut river to Hinsdell's mill in New Hampshire, with Col. 
Willard at their head, in searching round the mill discovered a 
party of lndia.ns in ambush. A skirmish ensued, but the 
enemy were received with so much resolution, that they made 
a precipitate retreat, leaving their packs in the hands of 
Willard and his party. 

The defence of the western frontier of New Hampshire being 
not only hazardous but ineffectual, the government of that 
province, instead of increasing the number of their forces, 

• Belknap's lliat. N. It, ii. 241. 
t Parker, in Hoyt'alndian Ware, p. 2811. * Beamont, in Hoyt'elndian Ware, p. 28&. 
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refosed to famish their regular quota. At the ll&Jlle time some 
persons in the north-western part of M8888ChWJetta, deeming it 
inexpedient to be at the charge of defending a territory which 
was without their jurisdiction, petitioned the Assembly to with
draw their troops &om that quarter. Governor Shirley endea
vored to prevail on the Assembly to keep garrisons in all these 
tOrts during the winter, but his efforts were without success. 
The inhabitantB, being without protection, were obliged to quit 
their abodes. Muy of them deposited in the earth such of their 
eft'ects as they were unable to carry, took with them such as 
were portable, and moved down the river, leaving their build
ings a prey to the enemy, who destroyed them, or carried away 
from them what they pleased. Some of the block-houses on 
the river, which were thus left exposed, were burned, and for 
several months Fort Dummer was the moat northern poet on 
that frontier provided with a garrison.* 

More effectual measures for the defence of the country were 
taken at the beginning of the year 1747, than had been adopted 
for some time previous. On the 17th of March, Governor 
Shirley presented to the General Court a meesage relative to the 
state of Fort Dummer, and the importance of its position, and 
advised that it should be garrisoned with a larger force than 
was ordinarily stationed there. That body having voted in 
accordance with this recommendation, Brigadier-Gen. J oeeph 
Dwight, by order of the governor, requested Lieut. Dudley 
Bradstreet to take the command of forty men, and with them 
garrison Fort Dummer, in place of the guard then stationed 
there. The request was obeyed, and the fort with its stores 
was, on the 15th of April, delivered by Col. Josiah Willard 
into the hands o( his successor. Bradstreet retained the charge 
of the fort for five months, at the end of' which time it was 
again placed in the care of its former commander.t 

• In a letter from Col Joeiah WUJ.rd, of Fort Dummer, written probably in 
the year 1746, ia a recommendation that a General Commander of the forces 
.tationed north of ll._huaette be appointed. "I am willing." aaid be, "to 
take the office under the Hoo. Cot Stoddard, and run the rieque of obtaining pay 
from the gonrument for my trouble," It doe. not appeR thai bia ad'rice wu 
takeo.-MSS. in office Sec. State Maa. lili. 193. 

t Whether Bradetreet wae incompetent to eomm.ud the fort doe. not; appeal' 
Gen. Dwight, when informing him of bia appointment, wrote, "You must take thl! 
moet effectual care to avoid any aurpriee from the enemy, for ehould that fort or 
•Y of your men be loet by any mieeondnet in you, it will be vutly dishonour
able," He wu the eon of the Rev. Dudley Bradetreet, w bo wu " mioiater of the 
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In the latter part of March of the same year, Governor Shirley 
ordered Capt. Phineas Stevens with thirty men, being a por
tion of the levies which had been raised for an expedition 
against Canada, to take possession of Number Four, which had 
been without protection for more than two months, fears being 
entertained that it would either be burned or taken by the 
enemy. This movement was most fortunate. Hardly was the 
fort garrisoned, when on the 4th of April it was attacked by a 
very large party ofFrench and Indians, under the command of 
:Monsieur Debeline. The siege continued during three days, 
and in that time thousands of balls were poured upon the fort, 
yet not one belonging to the garrison was killed, and two only 
were wounded. Debeline giving up all hopes of carrying the 
fortification, reluctantly withdrew. His forces, however, con
tinued to hover about the frontiers in small parties, annoying 
all whom they chanced to fall in with. In admiration of the 
skill displayed by Stevens in this defence, Sir Charles Knowles, 
who happened at that time to be in Boston, sent him an elegant 
sword, and Number Four, when incorporated as a town in 1753, 
was called in honor of the commodore, Charlestown. During 
the remainder of the war, the garrison at Number Four was 
supported at the expense of Massachusetts.* 

An alarm having been given in the month of July, that the 
enemy had taken and were fortifying a position upon or near 
Black river, Col. William Williams, in pursuance of Gov
ernor Shirley's order, sent out a scouting party under the 
charge of :Matthew Clesson, pilot, which went as far as Otter 
creek, but discovering no very significant signs of Indians, 
returned after an absence of twenty-one days. On the 24th of 
August following, as twelve men were passing down Connecti
cut river from Number Four, they were surprised and attacked 
by the Indians. Nathan Gould and Thomas Goodall were 
killed and scalped, Oliver A very was wounded, and John 
Henderson captured. The rest escaped. A few days before 

Church of Christ" in Groton, Mliii88Chusette, from 1706-1712, and wu born in 
that town, March 12, 170J.-Butler's Hi.at. Groton, pp. 170, 390, 391. 

The etoree which were left in the fort by Col Willard, oompriaed the following 
articlee :-" 2 Carriage gune and Cnruitnre; 6 Patteraroea, one, exclueive of ye 
five being buni, all which belonged to the Province atoree of ye Truek Trade; 
12 Small fire anna; t barrel cannon powder; 20 lbe. of other powder; 140 lbe. 
oC lead ; A quantity of Flints ; One large iron pot." 

• For a more detailed account of the "Siege of :Number Fonr," aee Belknap'• 
Hiet. :N.H., ii. 243-261, and Hoyt'• Indian Wan, pp. 242-UII. 
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this occurrence, Jonathan Sartwell was captured at Hinsdale. 
Several others in the vicinity were killed by the Indians, who, 
lurking in small parties, when least expected would fall upon 
their victims, and usually with mournful success. In the fall 
of the year, they burned Bridgman's fort, killed several persons, 
and took others prisoners. In consequence of this last act, 
Col. John Stoddard, on the 22d of October, sent Capt. 
Seth Dwight with a force of thirty-six men in quest of the 
enemy; but the search was unsuccessful, it being usual with the 
Indians to depart carefully, and with the greatest secresy and 
speed, when they had accomplished their object. In place of 
this fort, which was in more proper terms a fortified house, a 
similar building was soon after constructed. 

Later in the autumn several persons at Number Four were 
taken captive, but it was impossible to pursue the captors, as the 
garrison was not provided with snow-shoes, though many hun
dreds had been paid for by government. For the protecti.9n of 
the frontiers during the winter, a garrison of twenty men was 
continued at Fort Dummer, and another at Number Four. The 
block-houses were also better defended than they had been 
previously at this season of the year, and for these reasons those 
who remained were in greater security, and enjoyed a. longer 
respite from the ravages of their foes, than they had done since 
the war was declared. 

In the month of February, 1748, the Massachusetts General 
Court directed the number of men at Forts Massachusetts and 
Number Four to be increased to one hundred at each place. 
Of these, a snitable force was t.o be constantly employed " to 
intercept the French and Indian enemy in their marches from 
Wood creek and Otter creek" to the frontiers ; ~d was to be 
continued in the service until the first day of October following. 
The commanding officers were ordoced to keep "fair journals" 
of their marches, and in order to excite the soldiers to vigilance 
and activity, the sum of one hundred pounds was ordered to be 
divided in equal parts among the officers and soldiers of any 
scouting party that might capture ah Indian, or produce the 
scalp of one they had killed. Capt. Stevens 'vas again appointed 
commander of Number Four, and Capt. Hobbs was ordered to 
the same post as second in office. • 

• The number of office'"' allowed at this period to a company of fifty men, BDd · 
the wagea they received per month, were aa follows : one captain, U ; one lieu-
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A report which was presented to the General Court in 
February by Col. Willard of Fort Dummer, 2howed that he had 
again made such repairs as were necessary to the comfort of' his 
quarters, and had added two more swivels to its munitions. 
During this year the post of Chaplain at the fort was held by 
the Rev. Andrew Gardner.* Iu order to afford the greatest 
protection p088ibl6, larger garrisons were stationed at Forts 
Shirley and Pelham, at Upper and Lower Ashuelot and Colrain, 
and at all the stations or out-garrisons where it was deemed neces
sary. The complement of men for Fort Dummer was fixed at 
twenty, but by the solicitations of Col. Willard was increased 
to thirty. The first attack by the Indians this year was made 
at Number Four, on the 15th of March. Twenty of them sur
prised eight of the garrison at a short distance from the fort. 
"Stevens sallied and engaged the enemy, and a sharp skirmish 
ensued." Charles Stevens was killed, Eleazer Priest captured, 
and Nathaniel .AndrOBB wounded. A post was immediately 
sent to carry the news to Fort Dummer, and warn the garrison 
()f the danger to which they were exposed. Nothing was seen 
<jf the enemy during the next two weeks, but on the 29th of 
March a party of them attacked several of the men belonging 
to Fort Dummer, as they were working in an adjoining field. 
Lieut. John Serjeants, Corporal Joshua Wells, and Private 
Moses Cooper were slain, and Daniel Serjeants, son of the Lieut., 
was captured and taken to Canada. .A company, under 
the c"ommand of Lieut. Ebenezer Alexander, were soon after 
dispatched to the place of action, who buried the dead they 
there found, but could discover no further traces of the enemy. 

Much advantage having resulted on former occasions from 
watching the motions of the enemy, an expedition for this pur
pose was projected during the spring by some of the ranging 
officers, and was soon after accomplished. Preparations having 
been consummated, a scout of nineteen men, under the com
mand of Capt. Eleazer Melvin, marched on the 13th of May 
from Fort Dummer. Prqceeding up Connecticutriver as far as 
Number Four, they were there joined by Capts. Stevens and 
Hobbs, with a force of sixty men, and the whole party, on Sun-

tenant, .£8 0.. Del. ; one clerk, .£2 121. 9d. ; three tergeaat., .£t U1. ld. ; three 
eorporala, .£2 12& Sd. 

• A very interesting aocouat o£ all that ia known eonceming thia quaint and 
eccentric clergyman, may be found in that valuable ecclesiaatioal monograph, 
entitled The Worceetcr Pulpit, by the Rev. Elam Smalley, DD., pp. 81_.2. 
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day the 15th, at BUllSet, set out from Number Four on their 
hazardous enterprise. They followed the " Indian road" along 
the banks of Black river, but sometimes would lose it in fording 
streams and in traversing the forests whete the ground was 
covered with a thick growth of underbrush. On reaching the 
main branch of Otter creek, Capt. Melvin and his men, accord
ing to previous agreement, left the party, crossed the stream, 
and set out for Crown Point. Capt. Stevens and his men pur
aued their way down the east side of Otter creek. 

Capt. Melvin's party having met during the two following days 
with many indubitable signs of the enemy, came on the 23d to 
a large camp inclosed by a thick fence, where they found about 
twelve pounds of good French bread, and a keg, which from 
appearances had lately contained wine. Having arrived oppo
site to Crown Point on the 25th, they perceived two canoes 
with Indians on the lake, and imprudently fired upon them. The 
garrison at Crown Point, taking the alarm, fired several guns, 
and sent out a party to intercept them. Melvin and his party 
immediately started on their return, marching for three or four 
miles through a deep morass. On the 26th, they saw the tracka 
of a hundred and fifty or two hundred of the enemy, who had 
evidently left that morning, having taken the course by which 
Melvin's party had reached Lake Champlain. Upon this they 
took a south direction, marched up the south branch of Otter 
creek, and on the 30th came upon a branch of West river. Pro
viaions being very short, they began their march before sunrise 
on the 31st, and travelled until about half after nine o'clock in the 
morning. On the banks of West river, several of the com
pany being faint and weary, desired to stop and refresh them
selves. Having halted, they took off their packs and began 
shooting the salmon, then passing up the shoals of the river. 
While thus engaged, the Indians, who, unknmvn to Melvin, were 
then in pursuit of him and his party, directed probably by the 
report of the guns, pressed forward, and suddenly opened a fire 
upon the incautious scout from behind the logs and trees, about 
thirty feet distant. Melvin endeavored to rally his men, who 
had been thrown into the greatest confusion by this unexpected 
attack, but was unsuccessful, for after firing one volley, they 
retreated, some rnnning up, some down the river, others cl'088-
ing to the oppoeite side, and two or three escaping to a neigh
boring thic"ket. Deserted by his men, Capt . .Melvin was left 
alone to defend himself. Several of the Indians attempted to 
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strike him with their hatchets, others threw them at him, and 
one of them, or a shot, carried away his belt, and with it his bul
lets. He then ran down the river, and was followed by two 
Indians, who as they approached, called to him, " Come Cap
tain," " Now Captain." On pointing his musket at them, they 
fell back a little, upon which he ascended the bank of the river, 
when they again fired at him. Gaining a side hill, commanding 
a view of the place where the skirmish had taken place, he there 
sat down to watch for his men, and wait for the shout of the 
Indians, usually given when they have obtained a victory; but 
not seeing the former, nor hearing the latter, he started for Fort 
Dummer, where he arrived on the 1st of J nne, about noon time
One of his men had come in a little before him, and eleven more 
arrived, though in several companies, in the course of a few 
hours. 

In this fight, five of Melvin's party, viz. Sergt. John Hey
wood, Sergt. Isaac Taylor, Privates John Dodd, Daniel Mann 
and Samuel Severance were killed outright. Joseph Petty waa 
wounded, and his comrades being unable to·take him with them 
in their flight, left him in a hut made with boughs, situated near 
a spring. Before departing, they placed beside him a pint cup 
filled with water, and told him "to live if he could" until they 
should return with assistance. On the 2d, Capt. Melvin, with 
forty-six men, left Fort Dummer for the place where the fight 
had occurred. Great search was made for Petty, but he was 
nowhere to be found. After having buried the dead above 
named, with the exception of Samuel Severance, whose body 
was not discovered until some time after, the party returned to 
Fort Dummer, having been absent about three days. On the 
6th, Lieuts. Alexander and Hunt, with a large force, went again 
to search for Petty. In one report it is stated that he was found 
dead ; in another, that his body wa.s never discovered. From 
the secresy used in concealing the bodies of their companions, 
it wa.s impossible to determine the loss of the enemy. The fight 
is supposed by some to have taken place within the limits of the 
present township of New Fane, but it is more probable that the 
scene of the conflict wa.s within the bounds of either Jamaica 
or Londonderry, the latter being the most likely, as the situa-
tion corresponds best with that given by Capt. Stevens, vi%. 
"thirty-three miles from Dummer, up West river."* 

• N. H. Hist. Soc. CoiL, v. 208-2ll. 
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Capt. Stevens's party, who separated from Capt. Melvin's, as 
has been previously mentioned, passed down Otter creek a 
short distance, and then struck eastward in the hope of reach
ing White river. After travelling five days along one stream, 
which they cl"'88ed in one day thirty-five times, they reached 
its mouth and found it to be the "Quarterqueeche." Proceed
ing down the Connecticut on rafl:g and in canoes, they reached 
Number Four on the 30th of May after an absence of two 
weeks. Having remained there a few days Capt. St~vens, with 
a force of sixty men, started on the 2d of J nne for Fort Dum· 
mer. Setting out about sunset they arrived there the next 
morning about three o'clock. A number of the inhabitants of 
Northampton, Hadley, Hatfield, Deerfield, Northfield, and Fall 
Town, had already assembled to render such assistance as they 
could to Capt. Melvin, but on the appearance of Capt. Stevens 
with his men they returned to their homes. Stevens remained 
at Fort Dummer nearly two weeks, at the end of which time he 
returned in safety. to Number Four with his men and a stock of 
provisions. 

On the 16th, the day after his return, a party of fourteen 
men, while on their way from Hinsdale in New Hampshire to 
Fort Dummer, fell into an ambuscade of Indians, and J ona
than French, Joseph Richardson, and John Frost were killed. 
Henry Stevens, Benjamin Osgood, William Blanchard, Joel 
Johnson, Matthew Wyman, Mose& Perkins, and William Bick
ford were made prisoners, of whom the latter died of a wound 
received in the encounter. Of the remaining four, one was 
wounded in the thigh and three escaped unhurt. On the fol
lowing day Capt. Ebenezer Alexander, who, with a party of 
sixteen, had been sent from Northfield to bring in the dead and 
wounded, discovered signs which led him to conclude that a 
great number of the enemy were scattered in small parties 
throughout that region of country. 

The prisoners, six in number, were taken to Canada, whence 
they all returned in the course of time. The stories of five ot' 
them, which have been preserved, may not be wholly uninter
esting. Henry Stevens Jr., of Chelmsford, at the time he was 
taken captive, was under the command of Col. Josiah Willard 
at Fort Dummer. After being plundered by the Indians of 
everything he had of value, he was carried to Quebec, where 
he arrived on the 1st of July after a journey of two weeks. 
There he lay in prison until the 27th of August, when he was 
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put on board a French man-of-war about to sail as a flag of 
truce to Cape Breton. On the passage from Quebec to Cape 
Breton, where he arrived about the middle of September, 
he was very sick of a fever, and, continuing so on landing, he 
was placed in the hospital, where he remained until the 14th of 
October, when he took passage for New England, and reached 
his home on the 12th of November, after an absence of five 
months, ~aving endured in that time many and severe hard
ships. 

Benjamin Osgood of Billerica, and William Blanchard of 
Dunstab.le, both belonging to the garrison at .Ashuelot, under 
the command of Capt. Josiah Willard Jr., were taken as cap
tives to Canada, and after remaining there several months were 
permitted to return under a flag of truce. They reached their 
homes on the 15th of October, but the former died soon after, 
from causes superinduced by the trials he had undergone. Joel 
Johnson, of Woburn, who in the month of :March previous had 
been impressed as a soldier, also belonged to the garrison at 
Ashuelot. When captured he was stripped of most of his ap
parel, deprived of his gun, and when he arrived in Canada 
" suffered great abuse by the Indians there in running the 
gauntlet.* He was released in September, and reached his 
home in the beginning of the following month, feeble,- ema
ciated, and unfit for active labor. :Matthew Wyman, of the 

• An incidat in the life of General Stark furuiehee an uplanation of the term 
used in the text. It will be nece.ary to premise that John Stark and Amoe 
Eastman had, on the 28th of April, 1762, been taken prieonel'8 by a party of St. 
Francie Indiana, while hunting along the banb of Baker'• river in Rumney, New 
Hampshire. The narrative then proceeda: "On the 9th of June, the party 
returned to St. Franoia, where Stark rejoined hia companion Eastman. They 
were compelled to undergo what is ealled the ceremony of running the gauntlet; 
a use of that term which modem effeminacy would hardly admit. It w88 the 
uni VE'I'8al practice of the North American In diane to compel their captives to r•• 
through the young warriol'8 of the tribe, ranged in two linea, each fumiahed with 
a rod, and when highly eneperated with deadly weapon......and to strike the 
prisonera 88 they p1.88ed. In the latter c88e, the captive W88 frequently killed 
before he could reach the council house, at which the two linee of Indi&nB ter
minated. On the preeent oecuion. Eastman wu severely whipped 88 he palled 
through the linea; Stark, more athlet.ie and achoit, and better comprehending 
the Indian character, 10atahed a club from the neareet Indian, laid about him to 
the right and left, eeatteriDg the lndi&nB before him, and eeeaped with eearoely a 
blow; greatly to the delight of the old men of the tribe, who aat at eome diatance 
witnesaing the eea.e, and enjoying the confusion of their young warrioi'B."-En· 
rett'a Life of Stark, in Spar~• Library of American Biography, i 9, 10; Memoir 
of General Stark, by hia Son, pp. 174, 176. 
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same ganison, after being relieved of his gun and hat, was 
treated in the same manner as his companions in afiliction. 
Being exchanged he Bailed for Boston, which port he reached 
in October, in company with Capt. Britt of Newbury, and 
more than forty other prisoners of war. 

While the condition of the frontie1'8 was very UI18&fe, owing 
to the vimlence of Indian enmity, and at a time when wise 
counsel and diScretionate zeal were most needed, Col. John 
Stoddard, of Northampton, ,who had been intrusted with the 
general superintendence of the defence of thiS portion of the 
country, and who for many years, by the faithful discharge of 
his various duties in public life, had well merited the praises 
he received, died while attending the General Court at 
Boston. 

Col. Israel Williams of Hatfield, who had acted as Commis
sary under him, was chosen hiS successor; and Major Elijah 
Williams of Deerfield, was appointed Commissary under John 
Wheelwright, the Commissary-General.* 

Soon after Col. Williams had entered upon the duties of hia 
arduous office, Capt. Humphrey Hobbs, with forty men, was 
ordered from Number Four to Fort Shirley, in Heath, one of 
the forts of the Massachusetts cordon. Their route lay through 
the woods, and the march was made for two days without any 
interruptions save those occasioned by natural obstructions. On 
Sunday, the 26th of June, having travelled six miles, they 
halted at a place about twelve miles north-west of Fort 
Dummer, in the precincts of what is now the town of Marl
borough. A large body of Indians who had diScovered Hobbs's 
trail had made a rapid march, in order to cut him off. They 
were commanded by a resolute chief named Sackett, said to 
have been a half-blood, a descendant of a captive taken at 
Westfield, Massachusetts. Although Hobbs was not aware of 
the pursuit of the enemy, he had circumspectly posted a guard 
on his trail, and his men having spread themselves over a low 
piece of ground, covered with alders intermixed with large 
trees, and watered by a rivulet, had prepared their dinner, and 
were regaling themselves at their packs. While in this situa
tion, the rear guards were driven in ~m their posts, which was 
the first intimation given of the nearness of the enemy. With
out knowing the strength of his &dve1'8&ries, Capt. Hobbs 

• Hoyt'e Indian Wan, p. 24g. 
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instantly formed his men for action, each one, by his advice, 
selecting a tree as a cover. 

Trusting in the superiority of their numbers and confident of 
success, the enemy rushed forward with shouts, but Hobbs's 
well directed fire, by which several were killed, checked their 
impetuosity and caused them to retreat for shelter behind the 
trees and brush. The action now became warm, and a severe 
conflict followed between sharpshooters. The two commanders 
had been known to each other in time of peace, and both bore 
the character of intrepidity. Sackett, who could speak English, 
frequently called upon Hobbs in the tones of a Stentor, to sur
render, and threatened, in case of refusal, to destroy his men 
with the tomahawk. Hobbs, with a_ voice equally sonorous, 
returned the defiance as often as given, and urged his antago
nist to put his threat into execution. The action continued for 
four hours, Hobbs's party displaying throughout the most con
summate skill and prudence, and neither side withdrawing an 
inch from its original situation. The Indians not unfrequently 
approached the line of their adversaries, but were as often 
driven back to their first position by the well directed fire of 
the sharp-sighted marksmen. Finding Hobbs determined on 
resistance, and that his own men had suffered severely in the 
struggle, Sackett finally ordered a retreat, and left his opponent 
master of a well fought field. 

Hobbs's men were so well protected, that only three, Ebene
zer .Mitchel, Eli Scott, and Samuel Gunn, were killed in the con
flict. Of the remainder, Daniel McKinney of W renthain, 
Massachusetts, had his tlugh broken by a ball from the enemy, 
and was thereby disabled for life. Samuel Graves Jr. of 
Sunderland, Massachusetts, a lad seventeen years of age, 
"behaved with good resolution and courage, and well acquitted 
himself in his place, and stood his ground till he was unfortu
nately shot by a ball from the Indian enemy, which struck hlm 
near the middle of his forehead, went through part of his head 
and came out of the left side, almost over his ear, bringing 
with it almost two spoonfuls of his brains, by which unhappy 
accident his life was in very great danger and almost despaired 
of." " But through divine undeserved goodness," in the words 
of his memorial, "hls life is continued, but under great diffi
culty, by reason of fits of the falling sickness, which render 
him incapable of business." Nathan Walker, of Sudbury, 
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:Massachusetts, received a wound in the arm during the engage
ment, and Ralph Rice was also injured. 

Many of the enemy were seen to fall, particularly when they 
advanced and exposed themselves, and although their loss was 
undoubtedly great, yet so effectually did they conceal it, that it 
was impossible to determine its extent. After the Indians had 
disappeared, Capt. Hobbs and his men remained concealed 
until night, tearing another attack ; but there being no signs of 
the enemy, favored by the darkness they gathered their packs, 
took up the dead and wounded, and after burying the former 
under some old logs about half a mile from the scene of action, 
and conducting the latter-two of whom, Graves and Kinney, 
they were obliged to carry-to a more convenient place, about 
two miles distant, they encamped for the night. They arrived 
at Fort Dummer on the 27th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, 
and sent the wounded to Northfield, where they could receive 
proper medical attention. Two days after, having received no 
answer to the expresses which had been sent to Hadley and 
Hatfield for assistance, Capt. Hobbs and Lieut. Sheldon, with 
forty-nine men, set out from Fort Dummer, about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, for the place where the fight had occurred. 
About sunset hearing a gun fired in the rear, and at night a 
report in ad vance, ~en another in the rear, and the same 
repeated several times, they concluded they were discovered, 
and fearing an ambush, set out for the fort, where they arrived 
the next morning in safety a little after sunrise, and immedi
ately fired the " Great Gun," the signal for aid. 

In the fight between Hobbs and Sackett, according to the long 
established custom, whenever an Indian fell, his nearest comrade 
stealthily approaching the body under cover of the trees and 
underbrush, would attach to it a twmp line and cautiously drag 
it to the rear. Although the Indians sometimes exposed them
selves in this manner more than in regular combat, yet so skil
fully was the action performed that the dead bodies seemed to 
Hobbs's men to slide along the ground as if by enchantment.* 

The nom ber of Sackett's force, though not known, has been 
estimated at the least as four times that of the English ; and it 
is probable that, had he known his numerical superiority, he 

• In hia Dieticmary of AmeriCl&lli8m8, p. 886, Bartlett de1lnee the Indian verb 
'-P• • to draw a deer or other animal home through the woods, after he hu 
been lrllled. • According to the eame authority a tumplin11 is " a strap pliiAled 
_,. the forehead to U&ist a man in carrying a piiAlk on his baek. • 
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would have adopted a dift'erent method of warfare. This battle 
was regarded by the people in the vicinity as a lll88terpiece of 
persevering bravery, and served, to a certain extent, to remove 
the unfavorable impression produced by the defeat of Melvin's 
scout. "If Hobbs's men had been Romans," observes one 
writer, " they would have been crowned with laurel, and their 
names would thave been transmitted with perpetual honor to 
succeeding generations."* 

The enemy still continued their depredations on the frontiers, 
and, in the early part of July, killed at Ashuelot ten or eleven 
head of cattle, and drove oft' all the rest they could find in the 
neighborhood. On the 14th of the same month, as ten men were 
travelling from Northfield to Ashuelot, by the way of Fort 
Dummer, in order to supply the place of the ten who had been 
killed or captured the month before, they being in company 
with some other soldiers who belonged to Fort Dummer and 
to CaptB. Stevens and Hobbs's companies, the whole party, 
seventeen in number, were fired upon by a body of French and 
Indians, who had ambushed their path, about half a mile from 
Fort Dummer, within a few rods of the spot where the former 
conflict had taken place. Although they had taken the pre
caution to keep out an advanced guard on each side of the path, 
while on their march, yet so ~uddenly were they waylaid, and 
by a force numerically 10 much their superior, that more than 
a hundred bullets were discharged at them, before they had 
time to reload after the first fire. They immediately fl.ed for 
shelter to the bank of the riV61", bnt were plll'lned and overcome 
after a short skirmish. 

The interposition of Oonnecticut river, the small number of 
the men at Fort Dummer, sixteen only, half of whom were by 
sickness unfit for duty, rendered it impOBBible for the garrison 
there to relieve their friends, or pursue the enemy. Some of 
them, however, ran down the river, and discovering on the 
other side a wounded man, and another endeavoring to escape 
to the fort, they guarded them up and over the river to their 
place of deetination. Two others turned back and reached Col. 
Hinsdell's fort in safety. The "Great Gun" at Fort Dummer 
was fired, but only three persons that night responded by their 
presence to this signal for assistance. 

• MS. paper~ in office Sec. State, :Maa Hoyt's Indian Ware, pp. Us.-!51. 
Dwight'• Truelt, ii 81. 
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The news of the conflict having reached Number Four on the 
15th, Capt. Stevens with thirteen men, Lient. Hoit with thirty, 
and Lieut. Bills with more than twenty, immediately set out for 
Northfield. On the next day, Capt. Leeds and Lieuts. Stratton 
and Sheldon joined Capt. St&vens, and the whole force, amount
ing to one hundred and twenty-nine men, including officers, 
marched to the spot where the conftict had taken place. They 
found there the dead bodies of Asahel Graves of Hatfield, and 
Henry Chandler of Westford, entirely stripped of arms and 
clothing. Having performed the rites of burial, and being 
joined by Col. Willard, of Fort Dummer, for whom they had 
sent, they followed the enemy's track a mile further, and dis
covered the bodies of Joseph Rose of Northfield, and James 
Billings of Concord. It was supposed that these men had been 
wounded in the fight, and being too much exhausted to proceed 
further with their captors, had been summarily dispatched. 
They also found the body of a soldier who had been slain in the 
former encounter. Returning to Fort Dummer, they were soon 
after joined by several of the inhabitants of Northampton, Had
ley, Hatfield, and Sunderland, who had received ordel'S from 
CoL Porter and Major WilliaiDS to "scour the woods." On the 
17th, a consultation was held at Hinsdell's Fort, where Capt. 
Leeds was then stationed. It was determined that Capt. Stevens, 
who had the command of the whole party, should examine the 
woods in the neighborhood, and diacover, if possible, the inten-. 
tions of the enemy. Returning in the afternoon to Fort Duxn-
mer, it being Sunday, Mr. Gardner, the chaplaj.n, in view of tllt
disastrons events which had lately occurred, and the surprise~ 
with which these occurrences had invariably COIWD~ced, 
preached from the Revelation of St. John, the third chapter and 
third verse, " If therefore thou shalt not watoh, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know wht\t hoJuo I will oome 
upon thee." 

On Mo~day, the 18th, Capt. Stevens, witlh one hundred and 
twenty men, set out on the scouting expedition which had been 
planned the day previonA. After viaiting the spot where 
Hobbs's fight had occurred, burying the dead they there found, 
and following the enemy eome distance, whom, however, they 
were not able to overtake, they ~rned on the 20th, reaching 
Fort Dummer at noon. 

What the losa of the F.renoh and Indians was on this occasion, 
as on all former occasions, it was ~possible to determine .. 

• 
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That two Indians were slain was certain, and it was probable 
that more were killed or wounded, as the soldierB faced and fought 
them at the first onset, and the scouts afterwards discovered the 
places where four bierB or litters had been cut and prepared. 

Robert Cooper, one of the men who escaped to F.ort Dummer, 
was wounded in his left side in two places, and his arm and 
one of his ribs were severely fractured. He remained at the 
fort under the care of Andrew Gardner, who was " chyrur
geon" as well as chaplain, until February of the next year, by 
which time he had recovered sufficiently to warrant his remo
val to a more comfortable place. 

Although nine were taken pris~nerB, yet that they did not 
submit very readily, will be seen from the following incident: 
John Henry, of Concord, a.fter being wounded and having re
ceived seven bullets in his clothing, succeeded in escaping to 
a neighboring thicket, where he might have remained in safety, 
being entirely concealed. But happening to see an Indian 
seize one of his fellow-soldierB at a little distance from his place 
of retreat, he ran up within a few feet of the Indian and shot 
him through the body, whereupon a number of the enemy sur
rounded him, whom he engaged with his gun clubbed until it 
was broken in pieces, upon which he was obliged to surrender. 
During his captivity, he was barbarously used by the IndiWJB, 
probably on account of the spirited resistance with which he 
had opposed them. Ephraim Powers of Littleton, and John 
Edgehill of Lexington, the latter an apprentice to Jacob Pike 
of Framingham, were, both of them, stripped of their clothing, 
arms, and ammunition, and the former also received a wound in 
the head. After their return from Canada, they were for a long 
time incapable of any labor on account of the hardships and 
sufferings they had undergone. 

The other captives were Sergt. 'l'homas Taylor of North
field, Jonathan Lawrence Jr. of Littleton, Reuben Walker of 
Chelmsford, Danie• Farmer of Granton, Daniel How of Cam
bridge, and Thomas CriBBOn of Rutland. Most of them were 
young men, and some of them had T>een impressed into the ser
vice, as was the custom of the times, when a sufficiency of sol
diers could not be obtained by regular enlistment. They lost 
everything of value which they had with them, and were, with 
the otherB before mentioned, taken to Canada, where they were 
sold to the French, who retained them until the 1st of October 
when they were released and allowed to return home. 
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The route pUI"8ued by the Indians in reaching Crown Point 
on their way to Canada, is thus described by Sergt. Taylor, 
one of the captives : " They crossed the Connecticut at. a place 
then ealled 0~ two or three miles above the mouth of 
West River, which they fell in with at the lower fork ; thence 
proceeded up that river, part of the way on the flats, over the 
ground where Capt. :Melvin's affair happened, three or four 
miles below the upper fork; thence to the source of the river, 
and over the high lands to Otter Creek ; thence down this 
creek several·miles, and crOBBing, proceeded to We Champl!lin 
about twelve miles south of Crown Point, whence they proceed
ed in canoee to that poet. The enemy carried several of their 
wounded, and were joined on the route by another body with a 
prisoner, Mrs. Fitch, taken at Lunenburgh. The Indians halted 
in the middle of the forenoon, at noon, and the middle of the 
afternoon-their march, twenty miles per day."* 

The General Court of Massachusetts, in view of the services 
rendered, gave especial rewards to Sergt. Taylor, to the three 
of hie companions who were the greatest sufferers, and to the 
representatives of those who were slain. 

This calamity, and the others which had preceded it, aroused 
the attention of Massachusetts to the necessity of a more effi
cient defence of the frontier settlements. Brig.-Gen. Joseph 
Dwight wrote to Secretary Willard, of Massachusetts, on the 

• Hoyt'a Indian Wan, p. 261. In the year 1'189, John Fitch pnrchued one 
hundred and twenty acree of land, situated about eeven and a half miles above the 
meeting-houae in Lunenburgh, Massachuaette, where he built a house and culti
Tated a farm. For a defence against the enemy, he afterwarde erected a block
houae, at which ecouting partiee were aocuatomed to rendezvous. On the 6th of 
July, 1748, there being but two aoldiera with him, the enemy appeared, shot one 
of them, and drove Fitch and the other into the garrison. After besieging the 
prriaon about an hour and a half, the other waa shot through the porthole in 
the ftanker. Fitch being left alone and unable longer to resist, was taken prisoner 
'With his wife and ftve children. The Indiana, after poeeeesing the~melves of such 
things aa they wished, burned the houee and garriaon, ~&nd set out with their cap
tina for Canada. . It ie probable that the party separated before reaching Crown 
Point, aince Sergt. Taylor, in mentioning the arrival of Ml'8. Fitch, makes no re
ference to her hMband, who waa probably in another company. The youngest of 
the ehildren was not weaned, and two of the others, from want of provisions, be
eame nUJ"'linge on the way. After a weariaome. march. they reached their place 
of de.tination, but were not obliged to remain long in captivity, being allowed to 
return home early in the following faiL Having reached New York, theyeet out 
for MIIM&Chuaette by the way of Rhode Island ; but Ml'8. Fitch, wearied by the 
long journey abe had jut aecompliahed, and overcome by her eutreringa, died at 
ProTidence. 
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16th of July, praying for a "thousand men to drive the woods 
and pursue the enemy to Crown Point ;" also, for several troops 
of horse. He also proposed, that other means than those which 
had been heretofore used, should be tried to enlist soldiers, and 
that £1000 should be paid for every Indian killed, the scalp to 
be a sufficient order for the reward. Col Israel Williams of 
Hatfield also wrote to Governor Shirley, on the 16th, advising 
that twenty or thirty of the Six nations of Indians should reside 
at Number Four and at Fort Massachusetts. Their presence, 
it was urged, would ward off the attacks of the enemy. Col. 
Josiah Willard, of Fort Dummer, in a letter written on the 
19th, said: "Ever since Number Four above us has been so 
mantled,* they (the Indians) press exceeding hard upon Fort 
Dommer and Mr. Hinsdell's garrison, both which are very 
weak-handed. My business of procuring stores obliges us to 
go out, and having but sixteen men in ye fort, we are exceed
ingly exposed." Hie son, Major Josiah Willard, of Ashuelot, 
in a letter dated a few days previous, complained of the scarce
ness of provisions at Number Four. 

In answer to these various communications, Governor Shirley 
ordered COL Willard to detain twenty men of the garrison 
of Number Four at Fort Dummer, for a short time while the 
enemy were near ; and it appears that Capt. Thomas Buckmin
ster, with forty-seven men, was stationed there from the 6th to 
the 20th of August. 

The incursions of the Indians during the remainder of the 
year, were neither numerous nor extended. On the morning 
of the 23d of July, a little before sunrise, six Indians having 
attacked Aaron Belding, killed and scalped him on the main 
street in Northfield. The inhabitants were generally in bed, 
but on hearing the alarm arose as fast as possible, and hurried 
to the spot. The Indians had, however, made good their escape, 
and though they were hotly pursued, yet it was to no purpose. 

An attack on Fort Massachusetts was the last hostile act of 
the enemy for the year. Suitable provision was made for main
taining the principal forts during the coming winter ; and by 
the special advice of Governor Shirley, fifteen men were sta
tioned at Fort Dummer, and five at Hinsdell'e Fort, there to 
remain for seven months from the 20th of November. 

• Covered, guarded or proteeted. 
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CHAPTER ill 

FRONTIER LIFE. 

Prepanltiona for Defenoe-Life of the Frontier Bettler&-Soldiel'l' Qua:rters
Diveniona of' Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter-Effect. of a Declaration of 
WIII'-Granta of ToYUahips on Connecticut Rinr by Mueaohuaetta-Number 
One or New Taunton-Conditions of a Gl'lnt-Firat Settlement of New Taunton, 
now Weatmineter-The place abandoned-Re-eettled-Propoeition to Settle 
the Coo& Country-John Stark-Convention at Albany-lnoul'lion at Charlea
town-Birth of Captin Johnaon-In.aription commemorative of the Cir
C!UID8tance---O&her Depredationa-Deleno-The Great Meadow-Ita Settle
ment-Partisan Corpe-The Life of a "Raoger"-Continuation of Inoul'lione
Attaek on Bridgman's Fort-Captivity of Ml'l. How-Attack near Hinadale'a 
Fort-Diauute 1111 to the Maintenance of Fort Dummer-Death of CoL Ephraim 
Williams. 

11m peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, concluded on the 18th of 
October, 17'48, and proclaimed at Boston in January, 1749, 
although it put an end to the war between England and 
France, did not immediately restore tmnquillity to the colonies. 
Early in the next year, hostile Indians began as usual to hover 
around the frontier settlements, and on the 20th of June, a 
party of them in ambush shot Ensign Obadiah Sartwell, of 
Number Four, as he was harrowing com in his house-lot, and 
took captive Enos Stevens, son of the renowned captain. About 
the same time Lieut. Moses Willard, in company with his two 
sons and James Porter Jr., discovered at the north of West 
river mountain five fires, and numerous Indian tracks ; and as 
Mr. Andros was going from Fort Dummer to Hinsdell's gar
rison, he saw a gun fired among some eattle as they were graz. 
ing but a short distance from him. These indications were 
enough to awaken suspicions of a bloody season, and the Gene
ral Court accordingly enlisted a force of fifty men to serve as 
scouts between Northfield and Number Four, having their 
head-quarters at Fort Dummer and Col. Hinsdell's garrison, 
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and being under the command of Col. J'osiah Willard. They 
continued on this service from the 26th of J nne to the 17th of 
July, and were then dismissed, it appearing that the enemy had 
removed from that portion of the country. Although hostili
ties had ceased, and notwithstanding a treaty of peace was 
concluded with the Indians at Falmouth in the month of Sep
tember following, yet the forces were not wholly withdrawn 
from the frontiers. A garrison of fifteen men, afterwards 
reduced to ten, was continued at Fort Dummer from Septem
ber, 1749, to June, 1750, and the same number of men was 
stationed respectively at Number Four and Fort Massachusetts 
during the same period. 

Throughout the whole of this war, the Indians were gene
rally successful in their attacks upon the whites, and yet there 
were no instances in which deliberate murder was committed, 
or cruel torture inflicted on those who fell into their hands. 
On the contrary, their captives were always treated with kind
ness ; blankets and shoes were provided to protect them from 
the inclemencies of the weather, and in case of a scarcity of 
provisions the vanquished and victor shared alike. 

Civilization in this part of the country, even if it had not 
retrograded during these struggles, had made but little advance, 
and many of the settlements which had been commenced 
before the war, were wholly abandoned during its progreSS
The people not belonging to the garrisons and who still remained 
on the frontiers, lived in fortified houses which were distin
guished by the names of the owners or occupants, and afforded 
sufficient defence from the attacks of musketry. The settler 
never went to his labors unarmed, and were he to toil in the 
field would as soon have left his instruments of husbandry at 
home as his gun or his pistols. Ot~cn was it the case, that the 
woods which surrounded his little patch of cleared grow1d and 
sheltered his poor but comfortable dwelling, sheltered also his 
most deadly enemy ready to plunder and destroy.* 

* The fortified houses were in eome instance& SIDTOUDded with palisadee of cleft 
or hewn timber, planted perpendicmlarly in the ground, and without ditehea. 
The villagee were ineloeed by larger worb of a similar style. Oeeasiooally, 
flanking worke were placed at the anglee of fortified ho118e8, similar to 8ll18ll baa
tiona. "A work called a mount wae often erected at exposed point.. Theee 
[mounts] were a kind of elevated block-bouse, affording a view of the neighbot-

.ing country, and where they were wanting, eentry-boxee were generally placed 
upon the roo& of houaee."-Hoyt'a Indian Ware, p. 186. 
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Solitary and unsocial as the life might seem to be which the 
soldiers led in the garrisons--distant as they were from any but 
the smallest settlements, and liable at almost any moment to the 
attack of the enemy-yet it had also its bright side, and to a 
close observer does not appear to have been wholly devoid of 
pleasure. The soldiers' quarters were for the most part com
fortable, and their fare, though not always the richest, was good 
of its kind. Hard labor in the woods or field, or on camp duty, 
afforded a seasoning to their simple repast, the piquancy of which 
effeminate ease never imagined. Those who kept watch by 
night, rested by day, and none, except in times of imminent 
danger, were deprived of their customary quota of sleep. 

In the spring, when the ground was to be ploughed and the 
grain sown, with a proper guard stationed in different parts of 
the field, the laborers accomplished their toil. In the pleasant 
afternoons when the genial sunshine was bringing out " the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full com," a game at ball on 
the well trodden parade, or of whist with a broad fiat stone for 
a table, and a knapsack for an easy cushion, served either to 
nerve the arm for brave deeds, and quicken the eye with an 
Indian instinct, or to sharpen in the English mind that principle, 
which nowadays has its full development in Yankee cunning. 
Pleasant also was it to snare the unsuspecting salmon as he 
pursued his way up the river; exciting to spear him, when 
endeavoring to leap the falls which impeded his advance. 

The grass ripened in the hot summer's day, and the crop was 
carefully gathered, that the " kindly cow" might not perish in 
the long winter, and that the soldier might occasionally renew 
his homely but healthful bed of hay. By and by, when the 
golden silk that had swayed so gently on the top of the tall 
stalk, turning sere and crinkled, told that the maize with 'vhich 
God had supplied the hunger of the Indian for ages, was ready 
to yield nourishment to his bitterest enemy the white, then for 
a while was the sword exchanged for the sickle, and the shouts 
of harvest-home sounded a strange contrast to the whoop of 
the foeman. And then at the husking, no spacious barn which 
had received the golden load, beheld beneath its roof the merry 
company assembled for sport as well as labor, but when gather
ed in knots of three or four, or it might be a half dozen, as they 
stripped the dried husk, and filled the basket with the full ears, 
or cast the dishonored nubbins in some ignoble comer, who 
doubts that their thoughts wandered back to the dear delights 
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which even the puritan customs of the old Bay Province had 
allowed them to enjoy, and that their minds lingered around 
the pleasant scenes of' bygone days, until fancy had filled the 
picture to which reality had given only the frame. This also 
was the season when the deer furnished the best venison, and 
the bear the richest tongue and steak ; and when there was no 
enemy near, to be attracted by the sound, the click of the rifle 
was sure premonition of a repast, which had it not been for the 
plainness of im appointments, would have been a feast for an 
epicure. 

When winter had mantled the earth, then did the old woods, 
which had stood for ages undisturbed, feel the force of the 
sturdy blow, and many a noble oak yielded up its life, that the 
axe which wounded it might be new-handled, the fort repaired 
where time and the enemy had weakened it, and the soldiel'B 
warmed when benumbed by cold and exposure. Then, too, 
would they prepare the trap for the big moose, or on snow
shoes attack him on his own premises; and when the heavy 
carcass arrived piecemeal at its destination, its presence spoke 
of plenty and good cheer for a long season. 

On the Sabbath, if the garrison was provided with a chap
lain, what themes could not the preacher find suggestive of 
God and goodness j The White Hills on one side, and on the 
other the Green :Mountains, pointed to the heaven of which he 
would speak, and emblemized the majesty of him who reigned 
there. The simple wild wood flowers taught lessons of gentle
ness and mercy ; and when the hand of the foe had destroyed 
the habitation, and widowed the wife, aild carried the babes 
captive ; when the shriek at midnight, or in the day-time the 
ambush in the path, told of surprise or insecurity, with what 
pathos could he warn them of " the terror by night," of " the 
arrow that flieth by day," of "the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday," and urge upon them the necessity of preparation not 
only temporally but for eternity. 

Joyful was the hour when the invitation came to attend the 
raising of some new block-house, or of a dwelling within the walls 
of a neighboring garrison. As timber rose upon timber, or as 
mortise received tenon, and mainpost the brace with its bevel 
joint,tumultuonslyrose the shouts and merrily passed the canteen 
from mouth to mouth with its precious freight of rum or cider. 
And when the last log was laid, or the framework stood com
plete, foreshadowing the future house in its skeleton outline, 
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then how uproariously would the jolliest of the party in aome 
rude couplet give a name to the building, and christen it by 
breaking the bottle, or climbing to the top, fasten to the gable 
end the lea(y branch, while his companions rent the air with 
their lusty plaudits! 

Great was the pleasure when the watchful eye of the officer 
detected the drowsy sentinel sleeping on guard. Forth was 1 

brought the timber-mare, and the delinquent, perched on the 
wooden animal, expiated his fault amid the jeers of his more 
fortunate comrades. When the black night had enshrouded 
all objects, with what terror did even brave men hear the hotr 
tile whoop of the Indian, or with what anxious attention did 
they listen to the knocking of some bolder warrior at the gate 
of their garrison, and how gladly did they hail the approach 
of light, driving with its presence fears which the darkness had 
magnified in giant proportions. 

And when thus much has been said of the pleasures and ol 
the better feelings appe~ning to garrison-life, all has been 
said. In many instances the soldier impressed into the service 
was forced to fulfil an unwilling duty. Sometimes the wife or 
the mother accompanied the husband or eon, and shared volun
tarily his humble fare and hard lot. Yet there was then but 
little attention paid to the cultivation even of the more common 
graces of society, and the heart " tuned to finer issues" found 
but little sympathy in the continuous round of the severest 
daily duties. 

When a war was declared between England and France, the 
hostile forces of those countries, on the sea or on the land, in 
decisive battles determined for a time, at least, the condition of 
either nation. H11t when the war was proclaimed at Boston, a 
series of border depredations, beginning perhaps in the slaughter 
of an unsuspecting family at midnight, varied with numerous 
petty but irritating circumstances, every act closing with an 
ambush attack, and a wild foray composing the conclusion, 
such was the result in the colonies, such was the drama, a 
drama of tragedy and blood. Cruelty on the one hand begat 
cruelty on the other, until large sums were paid by the whites 
for the captive Indian, or for the bloody scalp of the murdered 
one. And yet, on the part of the English in America, the war 
was not one of retaliation. They prepared their forts and their 
garrisons, it is true, and sent forth their scouting parties in 
every direction ; but by the former means did they attempt to 
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repel the attackf of invaders, and by the latter to drive them 
without their boundaries. The history of the natural, inherent 
rights of the Indian, involves an argument too deep for these 
narrative pages. Still there is no one who can question the 
right of the settlers to defend their property, though it might be 
unwittingly placed on the land claimed under the law of nature, 
by which the Indian demanded as his own territories, those on 
which he had hunted, and as his streams those in which he had 
:fished, and on which he had paddled his canoe. 

Many petitions having been presented to the General As
sembly of Massachusetts, in the year 1785, praying for grants 
of land on the Connecticut and Merrimack rivers, that body, on 
the 15th of January, 173J, ordered a survey of the lands 
between the aforesaid rivers, from the north-west comer of the 
town of Rumford on the latter stream to the Great Falls on the 
former, of twelve miles in breadth from north to south, and the 
same to be laid out into townships of six miles square each. 
'!'hey also voted to divide the lands ~ordering the east side of 
Connecticut river, south of the Great Falls, into townships of 
the same size ; and on the west side, the territory between 
the Great Falls and the "Equivalent Lands" into two town
ships of the same size if the space would allow, and if not into 
one township. Eleven persons were appointed to conduct the 
survey and division. Twenty-eight townships were accordingly 
laid out between the Connecticut and Merrimack rivers, and on 
the west bank of Connecticut river township Number One, now 
Westminster, was surveyed and granted to a number of persons 
from Taunton, Norton, and Easton in Massachusetts, and from 
Ashford and Killingly in Connecticut, who had petitioned for 
the same.* 

The terms upon which the grant of Number One and of the 
other townships, was made, were these. Each settler was 
required to give bonds to the amount of forty pounds as security 
for performing the conditions enjoined. Those who had not 
within the space of seven years last past received grants of 
land were admitted as grantees; but in case enough of this 
class could not be found, then those were admitted who, having 
received grants of land elsewhere within the specified time, 
had fulfilled the conditions upon which they had received 
them. The grantees were obliged to build a dwelling-house 

• See Appendix C. 
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eighteen feet square and seven feet stud at the least, on their 
respective house lots, and fence in and break up for ploughing, or 
clear, and stock with English grass :five acres of land, and cause 
their respective lots to be inhabited within three years from 
the date of their admittance. They were further required 
within the same time to "build and furnish a convenient meet
ing-house for the public worship of God, and settle a learned 
orthodox minister." On failing to perform these terms their 
rights became forfeit, and were to be again granted to such 
settlers as would fulfil the above conditions within one year after 
receiving the grant. Each township was divided into sixty
three rights---sixty for the settlers, one for the :first settled minis
ter, another for the second settled minister, and the third for a 
school The land in township Number One was divided into 
house lots and " intervale " lots, and one of each kind was 
included in the right of every grantee. . As to the remainder 
of the undivided land, an agreement was made that it should 
be shared equally and alike by the settlers when divided. 

Capt. Joseph Tisdale, one of the principal grantees of 
Number One, having been empowered by the ~neral Assem
bly of Massachusetts, called a meeting of the grantees at the 
school-house in Taunton, on the 14th of January, 173'f. A 
committee was then appointed to repair to the new township 
for the purpose of dividing the land, according to the wishes of 
the grantees. They were also required to select a suitable place 
for a meeting-house, a burying-place, a training field, sites for a 
saw mill and a grist mill, and to lay out a convenient road. 
The proprietors held a number of meetings, sometimes at 
Capt. Tisdale's, at other times in the old school-house, and not 
unfrequentJy at the widow Ruth Tisdale's. A sufficient time 
having elapsed, the allotment of the sixty-three rights was 
declared on the 26th of September, 1737, and proposals were 
issued for erecting a saw mill and a grist mill at Number One, 
which was now familiarly called New Taunton, in remembrance· 
of the town where the majority of the proprietors resided. At 
the same time, a number of the proprietors agreed to undertake 
the building of the mills, and by the records of a meeting held 
Jnly 8th, 1740, it appeared that the saw mill had been built, 
and that means had been taken to lay out a road from it to the 
highway. Other improvements were made at this period· by 
Richard Ellis and his son Reuben of Easton, who having 
purchased eight rights in the new township, built there a 
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dwelling-house, and cleared and cultivated several acres of 
land. Some of the settlers were also engaged at the same time 
in laying out roads and constructing fences, who, on their 
return to Massachusetts, received gratuities for their services 
from the other proprietol'B. * 

The grantees were preparing to make other improvements, 
having in view particularly the construction of a road to Fort 
Dummer, when, on the 5th of March, 17 40, the northern bound
ary line of Massachusetts was settled. On :finding by this 
decision that Number One was excluded from that province, 
they appointed an agent on the 5th of April, 17 42, to acquaint 
the General Assembly of Massachusetts of the difficulties they 
had experienced, and of the money and labor they had expend
ed in settling their grant, and to ask from that body directions 
by which they might firmly secure their rights, although under 
a different jurisdiction. The meeting at which this appoint,. 
ment was made, was probably the last held by the proprietaries 
under Massachusetts, and there is but little doubt that the 
settlement was abandoned upon the breaking out of the " Cape 
Breton War.". 

• At a p~prietora' meeting held in Taunton on Tuesday, December 2d, 1740, 
the following appropriation• were made:-

"To Mr. Richard Ellia who in a great meamre u to ua appeare, built a dwell
ing-houae, and broke up fin or lix acrea of land, voted to be paid and allowed 
by &aid proprietors for both yeart' ee"ioe, 1789 aad 1740, the sum of £46 0 0 

" Voted to be paid Lieut. John Harney for himaelf and haad in ye 
year 1739, 

"Voted to be paid Jamea Waahburu for hi& aervice, and part of the 
team, 

" Voted to be paid Mr. Joaeph Eddy for himtelf aad one haad, and 
one third part of the team, 

"Voted to be paid Seth Tisdale for hia labour, 1789, 
" Voted Jonathan Harney ye 2d, to be paid, 
"Voted to be paid Jonathan Thayer for hia Mrrioe in the year 1740, 

on &aid towuahip, 

Extract from Recorda ofToWII6hip No. 1. under MaMachuaetta. 

£10 0 0 

£10 0 0 

£16 0 0 
£6 0 0 
£6 0 0 

.£10 0 0 

.£100 0 0" 

In the liat of the proprieton of Number One, dated November 19th, 1'138, 
appear the name& of Joaeph and Jonathan Barney of Taunton. There ia a tr.
dition that one Barney came to New Tonnton u early u the year 1'149, that he 
built there a houae, and erected the lrame ola aaw mill When driven away by 
the Indi&III, it ia IBid that he previoualy took the precaution to bury the mill 
iron& A certain stream in the town bore for many ye&l'll the name of Barney 
Brook, and Barney leland, in Connecticut river, waa for a long time need for 
farming purpoeea by the early tett.lel'l. 
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In the spring of the year 1751 John Averill, with his wife, 
and his eon Asa, moved from Northfield, in Massachusetts, to 
Number One. At that time there were but two houses in the 
latter place. One of these, ooonpied by Mr. Averill, was situ
ated on the top of Willard's or Clapp's hill, at the eouth end of 
the main street. The other"below the hill, on the meadow, and 
unoccupied, was probably the honse built by Mr. Ellis and his 
eon in 1'739. In the house into which Mr. Averill moved there 
bad been living fonr men, one woman, and two children. The 
men were William Gould and his son John, Amos Carpenter 
and Atherton Chaffee. Of these, Gould and Carpenter moved 
their families from Northfield to Number One during the sum
mer of the same year. The first child born in Westminster was 
Anna Averill. Her birth took place in the autumn of 1751. 

On the 9th of November, 1752, Governor Benning Went
worth, of New Hampshire, re-granted Number One, and 
changed its name to Westminster. The first meeting of the 
new grantees was held at Winchester, New Hampshire, in 
August, 1'758, at the honse of Major Josiah Willard, whose 
father, CoL Josiah Willard of Fort Dummer, was at the time 
or his death, by purchase from the original Massachusetts gran
tees, one of the principal proprietors of Number One.* A 
subsequent meeting was held at Fort Dummer, in the same 
year, at which permission was given to those proprietors who 
had purchased rights under the Massachusetts title and then 
held them, of locating their land as at the first. Further opera
tions were suspended by the breaking out of the French war, 
and the families above enumerated were the only inhabitants 
or Westminster until after the close of that struggle.t 

Although the treaty of Aix-J.a..Chapelle, as well as that with 
the Indians at Falmouth, bad promised a respite from the 
bloody scenes of border warfare, yet the government of Massa
chusetts, knowing well the treachery of those with whom they 
had to negotiate or contend, still retained their forces on the 
frontiers.~ Difficulties bad already arisen in the eastern quar-

• Deedl conveying to him twelve of the original rights are on reeord. 
f SeeAppenmD. 
t From the 2lllt of June, 1'1110, until the 2oth of February, 1'152, Fort Dommer 

wu guriloned with ten men; fifteen were etationed at Fort :MIIIINChu.eett., and 
the eame number at Number Four. The pay allowed at this period wu: to a 
eaptaia, .£2 ~. 8d.; to alientenant, £1 121. 4td- ; to a eergeant, .£1 8&. ld. ; to a 
eorpora1, .£1 S.. Od ; to a private eentinel, .£1 11. U. 
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ters of New England, and from a letter written by Col. Israel 
Williams on the 31st of July, 1750, it would appear that the 
Indians were at that time expected also on the western frontier. 
But the season paased without any interruption from the en& 
my. On the 8th of December following died Col. Josiah 
Willard, who had been for so long a time the able and efficient 
commander of Fort Dummer, and was succeeded on the 18th 
by his son Major Josiah Willard, who had formerly had the 
charge of a garrison at Ashuelot. 

Intelligence having reached Boston, in August, 17p1, that a 
number of the Penobscot tribe had joined the St. Francis In
dians with the design of attacking the frontier settlemenbl, CoL 
Israel Williams was ordered to apprise the garrisons at N um
ber Four, Forb! Dummer and Massachusetbl, of their danger. 
The necessary measures of defence were accordingly taken, and 
in consequence of this vigilant activity, no incursions were 
made during this summer. A plan was projected about this 
period of establishing a military settlement on the rich inter
vals at Coos, extending south from Canada, a consider!loble dis
tance on both sides of Connecticut river. Many engaged in the 
enterprise, and in the spring of 17 52 a party was sent to view 
Coos meadows, and lay out the townships. The Indians who 
claimed this territory, noticing these movements, sent a delega
tion from their tribe to Charlestown and informed Capt. Stevens 
that they should resist by force any attempt to carry the plan 
of a settlement into execution. Governor Wentworth having 
heard of their determination, deemed it best not to irritate 
them, and the design was relinquished.* 

On the 28th of the following April, ten or twelve of the St. 
Francis Indians surprised four men who were hunting on Baker's 
river, a branch of the Merrimack. Amos Eastman and the 
subsequently-distinguished John Stark were made prisoners. 
William Stark, a brother of the latter, escaped, but David 
Stinson, his companion, was killed. By the way of Connecticut 
river and by portage to Lake Memphramagog, the captives 
were carried to the Indian country. Stark was at :first treated 
with great severity, but was subsequently adopted as a son of 
the Sachem of the tribe, and was so much caressed by his cap
tors that he used often to observe, " that he had experienced 
more genuine kindness from the savages of St. Francis, than he 

• Powen'• Cool Country, pp. lG-18. Belknap's Riat. N.H., ii 278, 279. 
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ever knew prisoners of war to receive from any civilized 
nation."* 

In February, 1752, the General Court believing that the fron
tiers were comparatively secure, reduced the garrison at Fort 
Dummer to five men. In this condition it remained under the 
command of Josiah Willard, to whom a sergeant's pay was 
allowed, nntil January, 1754, when the same body voted that, 
"from and after February 20th next, no further provision be 
made for the pay and snbsistence of the five men now posted 
at Fort Dummer, and that the Captain General be desired to 
direct :Major Josiah Willard to take care that the artillery and 
other warlike stores be secured for the service of the govern
ment." Notwithstanding this vote, the same force and the 
sa.me commander were continued until the following Septem
ber. The year 1753 was one of comparative quiet. Settle
menta multiplied and immigration increased. But in a coun
try, the power of whose masters had only been checked, no
thing but temporary peace could be expected. A short respite 
from the barbarities of a savage warfare, was sure to be follow
ed by a long period of melancholy disasters. Nor was the pre
sent instance an exception to the rule. The encroachments of 
the French on the Ohio, and the renewal of hostilities by the 
Indians on the frontiers of New England, manifested the pre
sence of a disposition as fierce and warlike as that which had 
preceded the struggles of former years. On this account the 
home government ordered the colonies to place themselves in a 
state of preparation, and counselled them to unite for mu~al 
defence. In compliance with this advice, Governor Shirley 
proposed to the governors of the other provinces to send dele
gates to Albany, to draw up articles for a protective union and 
hold a treaty with the Six nations. His proposition was adopted. 
Delegates from seven provinces met at the convention on the 
19th of Jnne, 1754. A treaty was conclv.ded with the Indians, 
and on the 4th of July, twenty-two years before the Declaration 
of American Independence, a plan for the union of the colonies 
was agreed on. Copies of the plan were sent to each of the pro
vinces represented, and to the King's Council. By the pro
vinces it was rejected, "because it was supposed to give too 
much power to the representatives of the King." It met with a 

* Memoir or GenenlStnrk, by hie eon, Concord, 1881, p. 17'- Hoyt'• Indian 
Wan, p.l60. 
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similar fate at the hands of the Council, "because it was sup
posed to give too much power to the representatives of the peo
ple." By this disagreement, the colonies were obliged to fall 
back on their old system of warfare. Each government was 
left to contend with ita enemies as best it might.* 

For the defence of Massachusetts and her frontiers, during 
the year 1754, Governor Shirley, on the 21st of June, ordered 
the commanders of the provincial regiments to assemble their 
troops for inspection, and make returns of the state of their 
forces at head-quarters. The towns in the province were also 
ordered to furnish themselves with the stock of ammunition 
required by law. It was not until late in the summer that the 
enemy renewed their incursions on the frontiers of New Hamp
shire. At Baker's town, on the Pemigewasset river, they made 
an assault on a family, on the 15th of August, killed one woman, 
and took captive several other persons. On the 18th they 
killed a man and a woman at Stevens's town, in the same neigh
borhood. Terrified at these hostile demonstrations, the inhabit
ants deserted their abodes, and retired to the lower towns for 
safety, and " the government was obliged to post soldiers in the 
deserted places." At an early hour on the morning of the 30th, 
the Indians appeared at Number Four, or Charlestown, on Con
necticut river, broke into the house of James Johnson, before any 
of the family were awake, and took him prisoner, together with 
his wife and three children, his wife's sister, Miriam Willard, a 
daughter of Lieutenant Willard, Ebenezer Farnsworth, and 
Peter Labaree. Aaron Hosmer, who was also in the honse, 
eluded the enemy by secreting himself under a bed. No blood 
was shed in the capture, and soon after daylight the Indians set 
out with their prisoners for Canada, by the way of Crown Point. 
On the evening of the first day, the whole party encamped in 
the south-west comer of the present township of Reading, in 
Vermont, near the junction of what is now called Knapp's 
brook with the Black river branch. On the morning of the 
31st, Mrs. Johnson, who had gone half a. mile further up the 
brook, was delivered of a daughter, who, from the circumstances 
of her birth, was named Captive. After a halt of one day the 
march was resumed, Mrs. Johnson being carried by the Indians 
on a litter which they had prepared for her accommodation. 
.As soon as her strength would permit, she was allowed to ride 

• Holmel'a .Annale, ii. 200, 201. Hoyt'• Indian Wars, pp. 260, 261. 
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a horse. The journey was long and tedious, and provisions 
were scanty. It finally became neceesary to kill the horse for 
food, and the infant was nourished, for several days, by sucking 
pieces of ita flesh.* 

Captive Johnson was afterward the wife of CoL George 
Kimball of Cavendish. Upon the north bank of Knapp's 

. brook in the town of Reading, beside the road running from 
Springfield to Woodstock, stand two stones commemorative of 
the events above recorded. The larger one is in its proper 
place, and the smaller one, though designed to be located 
half a mile further up the brook, whether by accident or inten
tion, has always stood at its side. The stones are of slate, and 
of a very coarse texture. They bear the following inscriptions. 

Oommemontln at.& 

• When they arrind at Montreal, Mr. Johnlon obtained a parole or two 
mouths, to return and aolieit the means of redemption. He applied to the Auem
bly or New Hampehire, and, after aome delay, obtained on the 19th of Deoember, 
1'164, oue hUbdred and fifty pounde sterling. But the aeuon waa 10 far ad
Tau~ aud the winter plQved eo severe, that he did not reach Canada till the 
apriag. He wu then charged with breaking hie p&lQle ; a great part of his 
money wu taken from him by violence, and he waa shut up with hie family 
in priaon. Here they took the small-pox, frQm which, after a aenre illn-, 
they happily reeonred. At the expiration or eighteen months, MrL Johnlon, 
with her lister aud two daughtel'l, were sent in a cartel llhip to Eogland, and 
thenee reWnled to Bolton. Mr. Johnaon wu kept in priaon three yearB, and 
th8D with hil10n returued and met bit wife in Boeion, where he had the llingular 
ill fortune to be llllpt!Cted of designe unfriendly to hil country, aud wu again 
imprmoned ; but no evidence being produced againet him, he wu liberated. His 
eldeat daughter wu retained in a Canadian nunnery.-Belknap'e Hiet. :N. H., ii. 
t89, 290. Hoyt' a IndiaD W &1'8, p. 262. 
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This is near the spot 
that the Indians Encampd the 
Night after they took Mr Johnson & 
Family Mr Laberee & Farnsworth 
Auguft 3oth 1754- And Mn 
Johnson was deliverd of her child 
Half a mile up this Brook. 
When troubl• near the Lord is kind 
He hears the captives Crys 
He can subdue the savage mind 
And learn it sympathy 
On the 31•t of 
Auguft 175+ 
Capt James 
Johnson had 
A Daughter born 
on th,ia spot of 
Ground being 
Captivated with 
his whole Family 
by the Indiana. 

[17M. 

But the enemy did not confine their depredations to the fron
tiers alone. On the 28th of Abgust, a party of about one 
hundred Indians, from the N episinques, the Algonkins, and 
the " Abenaquies of Bekancour'' made an attack on "Dutch 
Hoosac," about ten miles west of Fort Massachusetts. Their 
first appearance was at a mill which was attended by a few 
men. Of these, they killed Samuel Bowen, and wounded John 
Barnard. They then drove the rest of the inhabitants from 
their dwellings, killed most of the cattle, and set fire to the set
tlement. On the following day San Coick experienced a similar 
fate. The garrison at Fort Massachusetts was too weak to 
afford any important aid, and a party of militia from Albany, 
that had marched to the scene of destruction, did not arrive 
until the enemy had departed. The loss at Hoosac was stated 
at " seven dwelling houses, fourteen barns, and fourteen bar
racka of wheat." That at San Coick was about the same. 
The property destroyed was supposed to amount to "fonr thou
sand pounds, York ClllTency."* 

• Hoyt •ya: "The depredations were attributed principally to the Scbag· 
tiooke !Ddiau."-lndian WIU'II, p. 268. 

It ia more than probable that the tribee mentioned in the ten were the perJ» 
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To put a period, if poesible, to these devastating incursions, 
more extensive means of defence were adopted by Massaohu
aetta, and the charge of the western frontiers was again given 
to CoL Israel Williams of Hatfield. His knowledge as a topo
grapher and engineer, enabled him, soon after, to present to 
Governor Shirley an accurate sketch of the frontiers of Massa
chusetts and New Hampshire, with plans for their defence. He 
recommended the abandonment of Forta Shirley and Pelham, 
and the erection of a line of smaller works on the north side of 
Deerfield river. He further prop_osed that the old works at 
Northfield, Bernardston, Colrain, Greenfield, and Deerfield 
should be repaired, and others built where repairs were imprac
ticable ; that Forta Dummer and Massachusetts should be 
strengthened and furnished with light artillery and sufficient 
garrU;ons; that fortifications should be erected at Stockbridge, 
Pontoosuck, and Blanford in the south-western part of Massa
chusetts, and two others to the westward of Fort M88S8chu
&etts, in order to form a cordon with the line of works in 
New York; that the fort at Charlestown, being out of the juris
diction of Massachusetts, should be abandoned ; that, as in the 
former wars, ranging parties should be constantly employed 
along the line of forts, and in the wilderness, now the state of 
. Vermont, and that the routes and outroads from Crown Point 
. should be diligently watched. These plans, with the ~xception 
of that recommending the abandonment of Charlestown, were 
adopted, and a body of troops was ordered to be raised for the 
western frontiers, to be stationed as Col. Williams should direct. 

Forts Dummer and Massachusetts, works of considerable 
strength, and containing small garrisons, were furnished with a 
few pieces of ordnance. The other works being diminutive 
block-houses, or stockaded dwellings, bearing the names of their 
occupants, were made defensible against musketry. These were 
Sheldon's and Burk's garrisons at Bernardston, on Connecticut 
river; .Morrison's and Lucas's, at Colrain; Taylor's, Rice's, and 
Hawks's, at Charlemont ; Goodrich's and Williams's, at Pontoo
suck; and defences at Williamstown, Sheffield, and Blanford. 
Some of them were provided with swivels and small forces 
under subaitem officers. In other places, leBB exposed, slighter 
fortifications were established, some at the expense of the 

lrators o( the acts aeoribed to them.-See documents in office Sec. State N. Y., in 
Colonial MSS. De lAncey, 1764, voL lui%. 
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inhabitants, and some at the expense of the province. Capt. 
Ephraim Williams was, as in the preceding war, appointed 
commander of the line of forts. His rank was raised to that of 
major. Deerfield was made the depot for the commiBBary 
stores, and a small force was stationed to protect them. The 
office of commiBBary was given to :Major Elijah Williams. The 
fort at Charlestown, which had been built by Massachusetts, 
but which now lay within the boundaries of New Hampshire, 
required a protecting force. Governor Shirley wrote to Go
vernor Wentworth recommending its future maintenance to the 
New Hampshire Assembly, and applications of a like nature 
were made by the inh~bitants of Charlestown. The Assembly, 
as in former years, refused to listen to these requests. Peti
tions were then sent to the General Court of :Massachusetts, and 
as a proof of the importance of the post at Charlestown, the 
petitioners stated that the attacks of the enemy had been sus
tained at that place, on ten different occasions, during the 
space of two years. :Mention was also made of the sufferings 
which the inhabitants had endured by the loss of their cattle 

. and provisions. Massachusetts again sent soldiers for the de
fence of the town, and a guard was continued there and at Fort 
Dummer until the year 1757. On the 19th of September the 
command of the latter station was given to R athan Willard, 
with the rank of sergeant, and until June, 1755, the garrison 
numbered eight men. So effectually had these preparations been 
made, and so well were they perfected, that the incursions of the 
enemy ceased almost immediate~. ·The settlers again enjoyed 
a temporary security, and at the close of the year it was deemed 
safe to lessen several of the garrisons at the smaller forts."* 

The inhabitants of Westminster who were few in number and 
but poorly protected, being alarmed by the capture of the 
J ohnsons at Charlestown, had removed to Walpole immediately 
after that event. Here they were accommodated at the house 
of Col. Benjamin Bellows until October, when they returned to 
Westminster. There they tarried until the February folloWing, 
when the Averill family moved to Putney, which town, on the 
26th of December, 1753, had been granted and chartered by 
Benning Wentworth. Fort Hill, which had been erected 
before the Cape Breton war, had now gone to decay and was 
mostly demolished. The settlements in the immediate vicinity 

• Hoyt'• Indian Wan, pp. 263-266. Bellmap'e HilL N. H., ii. 290, 29J. 
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were in consequence undefended and insecure. For their mu
tual safety, the inhabitants of Westmoreland, New Hamp
shire, joined with the inhabitants of Westminster and Putney, 
and in the year 1755 built a fort on the Great Meadow, on the 
site of the house lately occupied by Col. Thomas White, near 
the landing of the ferry. The fort was in shape oblong, about 
one hundred and twenty by eighty feet, and was built with 
yellow pine timber hewed six inches thick and laid up about 
ten feet high. Fifteen dwellings were erected within it, the wall 
of the fort forming the back wall of the houses. These were 
covered with a single roof called a "salt-box " roof, which slanted 
upward to the top of the wall of the fort. In the centre of the 
enclosure was a hollow square on which all the houses fronted. 
A great gate opened on the south toward Connecticut river, 
and a smaller one toward the west. On the north-east and 
south-west comers of the fort, watch-towers were placed. In 
the summer season, besides its cnstonuu-y occupants, the fort 
was generally garrisoned by a force of ten or twelve men from 
New Hampshire. 

The only inhabitants on the Great Meadow at the beginning 
of the year 1755, were Philip Alexander from Northfield, 
John Perry and John Averill with their wives and fami
lies, and Capt. Michael Gilson a bachelor, his mother and his 
two sisters. On the completion of the fort, several of the 
inhabitants of Westmoreland croBSed the river and joined the 
garrison. These were Capt. Daniel How, Thomas Chamber
lain, Isaac Chamberlain, Joshua W amer and son, Daniel War
ner, wife and son, Harrison Wheeler, Deacon Samuel Minott, 
who afterward married Capt. Gilson's mother, and Yr. Aldrich 
and son.* At the close of the French war, all who had re
moved from Westmoreland, returned, with the exception of 
Deacon Minott. During the summer Dr. Lord and William 
Willard joined the garrison. Several children were born in 
the fort, but the first child born within the limits of the town 
of Putney is supposed to have been Aaron, son of Philip Alex
ander. His birth took place before the fort was built, and there 
is a tradition that Col. Josiah Willard, in commemoration of the 
event, presented to the boy a hundred acres of land, situated 
'about half a mile east of Westmoreland bridge. The father 

• The 100 wu afterward General George Aldrich. He died at W estmor~ 
laDd. .N. H., in the year 1807. 
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of Capt. Daniel How and the father of Harrison Wheeler died 
in the fort. Both were bUried in the graveyard in W estmore
land on the other side of the river. Religious services were 
for a long time observed among the occupants of the fort, and 
there the Rev. Andrew Gardner, who had previously been 
chaplain and surgeon at Fort Dummer, preached nearly three 
years. The Great Meadow, at this time, was not more than 
half cleared, and its noble forests of yellow pine, with here 
and there a white pine or a white oak, presented an appearance 
which is seldom to be met with at the present period, in any 
part of the state. Col Josiah Willard, who owned the Mea
dow, gave the use of the land as a consideration for building 
the fort and defending it during the war. The land was por
tioned out to each family, and the inhabitants were accustomed 
to work on their farms in company that they might be better 
prepared to assist one another in the event of a surprise by the 
enemy. There was no open attack upon the fort during the 
French war, although the shouts of the Indians were often heard 
in its vicinity in the night season. On one occasion they laid 
an ambush at the north end of the Meadow. But the settlers 
who were at work on an adjacent island, were so fortunate as to 
discover the signs of their presence, and avoided them by pass
ing down the river in a course different from that by which 
they had come.* 

The expeditions which were planned by Gen. Braddock, in 
conjunction with the Colonial Governors, against Fort Du 
Quesne, Niagara, and Crown Point, at the beginning of this 
year, served to a certain extent to defend the frontiers from the 
incursions of the enemy. Major Ephraim Williams, who dur
ing the year 1754 had taken charge of the western line of forts 
in Massachusetts, was appointed to the command of a regiment 
in the latter expedition. Capt. Isaac Wyman succeeded him 
as commander of Fort Massachusetts. Simultaneous with these 
extensive operations, measures were taken by Massachusetts to 
render more effectual the defence of her borders. Garrisons 
were strengthened, new levies of soldiers made, the people in 
exposed towns were required to go armed when attending 
public worship, and it was made the duty of the militia officers 
to see that this order waa obse"ed. t 

• .MS. Hi.ltorical Bermona, pnached at Patn')' Clll FMl Day, 1825, by B.T. E. 
D • .Audrewa. 

t .. The monthly ~y or the troope on the Crontien, eltabliahed by the gonrn-
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But the feature which characterized in a peculiar manner 
the warfare of this year, was the system introduced in the 
conduct and management of the partisan corps. The govern
ment of Maseachnsetts had offered a large bounty for every 
"Indian killed qr captured," and to gain this reward, did these 
ranging parties engage in what were commonly known at the 
time as" scalping designs." Their field of operation extended 
from the Oonnecticut to the Hudson, and from the Massachu
setts cordon to the borders of Black river, in Vermont. Each 
company consisted of not less than thirty men, and of none but 
such as were able-bodied and capable of the greatest endur-
ance. Sometimes they marched in a body on one route, and 
again in two or three divisions on different routes, or as ordered 
by their officers. The commissioned officers kept a journal of 
each day's proceedings, which was returned at the close of the 
march, to the commander-in-chief of the forces, after having 
been sworn to before the Governor of Massachusetts, or one of 
his Majesty's justices of the peace. No bounty was given until 
the captured Indians, or the scalps of those killed, were deli
vered at Boston to persons appointed to receive them. 

Oompared with the life of the ranger, that of the frontier 
settler was merely the training school in hardship and endur
ance. In the ranging eorps were perfected lessons, the rudi
ments of which are at the present day but seldom taught; and 
the partisan soldier of the last century, though unskilled in the 
science of warfare, was an equal mateh for the resolute Indian, 
whose birthright was an habituation to daring deeds and wasting 
fatigue. The duties of the rangers were " to scour the woods, 
and ascertain the force and position of the enemy ; to discover 
and prevent the effect of his ambuscades, and to ambnsh him 
in turn; to acquire information of his movements by making 
prisoners of his sentinels; and to clear the way for the advance 
of the regular troops." In marching, flankers preceded the 
main body, and their system of taetics was embodied in the 
quickness with which, at a given signal, they could form in file, 

ment ot »-ehUMtte, Jttne 11th, 1 '168, wu u follows. M.arching forces: Cap
taia, U 16&; Lieutenant, £3 41.; Sergeant, £1 141.; Corporal or Private, £1 
&. Sci Garri.eon forcee: Captain, £4; Lieutenant, £3; Sergeant, £1 101.; CoJ'o 
poral ~181. ; Drummer, ~1 81. ; CentiJiel, •1 k ; Annourerat. the westward, .B&. •
Hoyt'• Indian War~~, p. 287. 

In additl011 ·to the regularly eetabliahed garrieone, guards were etationed at 
Greenfield, Charlemont, Southampton, Huntetown, Colrain, and Falltown, to proo 
teet the illhabitante while gathering their erope. 
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either single or otherwise, as occasion demanded. In fighting, 
if the enemy was Indian, they adopted his mode of warfare, 
and were not inferior to him in artifice or finesse. To the use 
of all such weapons as were likely to be employed against them 
they were well accustomed, and their antagonist, whoever he 
might be, was sure to find in them warriors whom he might 
hate, but conld not despise. As marksmen none surpassed them. 
With a sensitiveness to sound, approximating to that of instinct, 
they could detect the sly approach of the foe, or could mark 
with an accuracy almost beyond belief, the place of his con
cealment. Their route was for the most part through a country 
thickly wooded, now over jagged hills and steep mountains, 
and anon, across foaming rivers or gravelly-bedded brooks. 

When an Indian track was discovered, a favorable point was 
chosen in its course, and there was formed an ambuscade, where 
the partisans would lie in wait day after day for the approach ot 
the enemy. Nor were mountains, rivers, and foes, the only obsta
cles with which they were forced to contend. Loaded with pro
visionsfor a month's march, carrying a musket heavier by far than 
that of a more modem make, with ammunition and appurte
nances correspondent; thus equipped, with the burden of a porter, 
did they do the duty of a soldier. At night, the place of their 
encampment was always chosen with the utmost circumspection, 
and guards were ever on the alert to prevent a surprise. Were it 
summer, the ground sufficed for a bed, the clear sky or the out
spreading branches of some giant oak for a canopy. Were it 
winter, at the close of a weary march, performed on snow-shoes, 
a few gathered twigs pointed the couch made hard by necessity, 
and a rude hut served as a miserable shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather. Were the night very dark and cold, and no 
fear of discovery entertained, gathered around the blazing brush 
l!eap, they enjoyed a kind of satisfaction in watching the tower
ing of its bright, forked flame, relieved by the dark background 
of the black forest ; or encircling it in slumber, dreamed that 
their heads were in Greenland, and their teet in Vesuvius. If 
a comrade were sick, the canteen, or what herbs the forest af
forded, were usually the only medicines obtainable; and were he 
unable to proceed, a journey on a litter to the place whence his 
eompany started, or to the point of their destination, with the 
exposure consequent thereupon, was not always a certain war
rant of recovery, or the most gentle method of alleviating pain. 

Bu.t the great object was unattained, so long as they did not 
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return with a string of scalps, or a retinue of captives. When 
success attended their efforts, the officers and soldiers shared 
alike in the bounty paid, and strove to obtain equal proportions 
of the praise and glory. The partisans of the valley of the Con
necticut were mostly from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New 
Hampshire. Some of them had borne for many years the bar
barities of the Indian, and were determined to hunt him like a ' 
beast, in his own native woods. Not a few had seen father and 
mother tomahawked and scalped before their very eyes ; and 
some, after spending their youth as captives in the wigwam, had 
returned, bringing with them a knowledge of the Indian modee 
of warfare, IUld a burning desire to exert that knowledge for the 
destruction of their teachers. To men in this situation, a bounty, 
such as was offered by the government of Massachusetts, was 
sufficient to change thought into action, and it did not require 
the eye of a prophet to foresee the result. Great were the dan
gers they encountered, arduous the labor they performed, pr&
eininent the services they rendered, and yet the partisan soldier 
has seldom been mentioned but with stigma, and his occupation 
rarely named but with abuse. This may be due, in some part, 
to the deviation from the usages of civilized warfare, which was 
sanctioned by the use of the scalping knife. Still the impartial 
reader should bear in mind the circumstances and the times 
which are under review. He should remember the barbarity of 
the enemy, the principles of natural justice, or the law of retalia
tion, the emergencies which were constantly arising, and the 
necessity which compelled the partisan to fight the Indian on 
his own terms. Let these considerations be indulged, and the 
rendering of ajuster verdict in future, will show that discrimina
tion has been allowed to take the place too long held by prejudice 
and scorn.* 

Although the greatest precautions had been taken to render 
the frontiers secure against the enemy, yet the year 1755 bore 
on its record as large a share of disasters as any which had pr&
ceded it. Early in June, a party of Indians attacked a number 
of persons, who were at work in a meadow in the upper part 
of Charlemont, Massachusetts, near Rice's fort. Capt. Rice 
and Phineas Arms were killed, and Titus King and Asa Rice, a 
lad, were captured, and taken to Canada, by the way of Crown 

• Reminilcencea of tlle French War, Concord, 1881; pp. <&, 6. "Rule~~ for the 
Ranging Service," in the Journala of Major Robert Rogera, Londoa, 1'166; pp. 
10-70. Hoyt's Indian WIU'II, pp. 266-268. 
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Point. King was afterwa:rd' carried to France, thence to Eng
land, whence he at length returned to Northampton, his native 
place. .An account of some of the depredations which were 
made at this period in New Hampshire, is given by Hoyt, in the 
following paragraph : " In the month of J nne, a man and boy 
were captured at New H~pkinton, but immediately after re
taken by a scouting party. The same month an attack was 
made on a fort at Keene, commanded by Capt. Sims; but 
the enemy, after some vigorous fighting, were driven ofF. On 
their retreat they killed many cattle, burned several houses, 
and captured Benjamin TwicheL At Walpole they killed 
Daniel Twichel, and another man, by the name of Flynt." On 
the 17th of August, at noon, the Indians in large numbers at
tempted to waylay Col Benjamin Bellows of Walpole, and a 
party of thirty men, while returning from their labor. Failing 
in this undertaking, they attacked the fort of John KHbum, 
"situated near Cold river, about two miles· from the present 
centre of the town of Walpole, on the road to Bellows Falls, 
the exact spot being said to be just where two apple trees, very 
visible on the east of the way-side, now bea:r the fruits of peace." 
It was bravely defended by the owner and his son, John Peak 
and his son, and several women, who finally compelled the enemy 
to retire with considerable loss. Peak was mortally wounded in 
the assault.* 

On the 27th of J nne, t the most disastrous affair that occurred 
during the season on Connecticut river, took place at Bridg
man's Fort, on Vernon meadow, a short distance below Fort 
Dummer. On the spot where the original fort stood, which was 
burned by the Indians in 1747, another of the same name had 
been erected soon after, and being strongly picketed, was con
sidered as secure as any garrison in the vicinity. It was situ
ated on low ground, near elevated land, from which an easy 
view of its construction and arrangements might be had. From 
the manner in which the attack was planned, and from the stra
tegy therein displayed, it is supposed that the Indians, availing 
themselves of the opportunity afforded by the high ground, 
had previously viewed the place, and by listening at the gate, 
had discovered the signal by which admittance was gairied to 

• Hoyt's Indian Wan, pp. 26&-2611. A full acccnmt of tbia fight ia given iD 
Appendix E. 

t Some writerl have named July 2'1'th, ae the day on which tbia eventooourred. 
Oontemporaneone lfS8. corroborate the date given in the text. 
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the tort. On the morning of the day in which the attack was 
made. Caleb How, Hilkiah Grout, Benjamin Gaffi.eld, and two 
lads, the sons 'of How, left the fort and went to work in a com
field, lying near the bank of the river. Returning a little before 
sllllSet, they were fired 'llpon by a party of about a dozen Indians, 
from an ambush near the path. How, who was on horseback 
with his two sons, received a shot in the thigh, which brought him 
to the ground. The Indians, on seeing him fall, rushed up, and 
after piercing him with their spears, scalped him, and leaving 
him for dead, took his two sons prisoners. Gaffi.eld was drowned 
in attempting to croes the river, but Grout fortunately escaped. 

The families of the sufferers who were in the fort, had heard 
the firing but were ignorant of its cause. Anxiously awaiting 
the return of their companions, they heard in the dusk of 
evening a rapping at the gate, and the tread of feet without. 
Supposing by the signal which was given that they were to re
ceive friends, they too hastily opened the gate, and to their 
surprise and anguish, admitted ·enemies. The three families, 
consisting of :Mrs. Jemima How and her children, Mary and 

· Submit Phips, William, Moses, Squire and Caleb How, and a 
babe six months old ; Mrs. Submit Grout and her children, 
Hilkiah, Asa, and Martha, and Mrs. Gaffi.eld with her daugh· 
ter Eunice, fourteen in all, were made prisoners. After plun
dering and firing the place, the Indians proceeded about a mile 
and a half and encamped for the night in the woods. The 
next day they set out with- their prisoners for Crown Point,· 
and after nine days' travel reached Lake Champlain . . Here 
the Indians took their canoes, and soon after, the whole party 
arrived at>-the place of destination. After remaining at Crown 
Point about a week, they proceeded down the lake to St. Johns, 
a!ld ended their march at St. Francis on the river St. Lawrence. 
Mrs. How, after a series of adventures, was finally redeemed 
with three of her children, through the intervention of Col. 
Peter Schuyler, Major, afterwards Gen. Israel Putnam and 
other gentlemen, who had become interested for her welfare on 
account of the peculiarity of her sufferings and the patience with 
which she had borne them. Of the other children, the young
est died, another was given to Governor de V audreuil of 
Canada, and the two remaining ones, who were daughters, 
lrere placed in a ·convent in that province. One of these was 
afterwards carried to France, where she married a Frenchman 
named Cron Lewis, and the other was subsequently redeemed 
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by Mrs. How, who made a journey to Canada for the express 
purpose of procuring her release. Mrs. How afterwards be
carne the wife of Amos Tute, who was for several years one of 
the coronel'B of Cumberland county. She was buried in 
Vernon, and her tombstone epitomizes her varied life and ex
ploits, in these words. 

Mrs Jemima Tutc 

Succeflively Relict of Mefll'tl 
William Phipps. Caleb Howe & Amos Tute 
The two lirft were killed by the Jndians 
Phipps July 5th 1743 
Howe June z9tb 1755 
When Howe was killed, fue & her Children 
Then feven in number 
Were carried into Captivity 
The oldeft a Daughter went to France 
And was married to a French Gentle-

man 
The youngeft was tom from her 

Breast 
And perished with Hunger 
By the aid of fome benevolent Gent~! 
And her own perfonal Heroifin 
She recovered the reft 
She had two by her !aft Hulband 
Outlived both him & them 
And died March 7th 1805 aged 8z 
Havi!lg paired thro more vicifiitudes 
And endured more hardfuips 
Than any of her cotemporaries 

No more can Savage Foes annoy 
Nor aught her wide fpread Fame Dellroy• 

On the morning after the attack on Bridgman's Fort, a party 
of men found Caleb How still alive, but mortally wounded. 
He was conveyed to Hinsdale's Fort, on the opposite side of 

• A more detailed aceount of the adventures and IIUft"erings of Mn. Howe, who 
has been called the "Fair Captive," may be found in Belknap's Hiat.. N. H. iii. 
S'lo-888, and in the "Life of General Putnam" in Humphrey'• Worb, pp. 27e
i'19. 
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the river, where he soon after expired. He was buried abont 
half a mile from the fort, in the middle of a large field, and a 
stone erected to his memory is still standing, inscribed with 
this record :-

Jn Memory of MY 
Caleb How a very 
Kind Companion who 
Was Killed by the Jndea 
ns June the z7th 
•75S· in the 3z year 
Of his age. his Wife M" 
Jemima How With 7 
Children taken Captive 
at the Same time. 

At the close of three years' captivity, Mrs. Gaffield was ran
somed and went to England. The fate of her daughter, Eunice, 
is uncertain. On the 9th of October, 1758, a petition, signed 
Zadok Hawks, was presented to the General Court of Massa
chusetts, praying them to use their influence to obtain the 
rele.aae of Mrs. Grout, the petitioner's sister. At that time, she 
and her daughter were residing with the French near Mon
treal, and her two sons were with the Indians at St. Francis. 
It is probable that their release was not long delayed, as one of 
the sons a few years later was a resident of Cumberland county. 

Bot this was not the last of the incorsions of the enemy. On 
the 22d of July, at about nine o'clock in the morning, a party 
of Indians attacked four of the soldiers of Hinsdale's Fort, and 
three of the settlers residing there, as they were cutting poles 
for the purpose of picketing the garrison. At the time of the 
attack they were not more than a hundred ·rods distant from 
the fort. Four men were on guard, and three were on the 
team. They had drawn only one stick when the enemy fired 
upon them, and having got between them and the fort endea
vored to keep them from reaching it. Of the soldiers, John 
Hardiclay* was killed and scalped on the spot. His body was 
terribly mangled, both breasts being cut off and the heart laid 
open. Jonathan Colby was captured, and the two others, Heath 

• In the letter of CoL Ebeneser IDnadell, thi81U11De ia written llardway.-l!f. 
a Hit\ eon, "'· SM. 
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~md Quimby, escaped to the fort. Of the settlers, John Alex
&llder was killed and scalped, and Amasa Wright and his sur
viving companion, whose .name is not recorded, saved them
selves by :flight. An alarm was immediately sounded, and the 
"Great Gun" at Fort Dummer, on the opposite side of the river, 
was fired. Thirty men from Northfield answered the summons, 
but their assistance availed only in burying the dead, for the 
enemy had gone too far to warrant a pursuit. A week pr&
vious to this occurrence the Indians burned an outhouse with 
its contentB, situated about six miles above West river, and dur
ing the whole summer hostile bands scattered in every direction 
among the settlements, were watching for opportunities to plun
der and destroy. InformatiQD of these transactions was sent to 
Governor Wentworth by CoL Ebenezer Rinsdell, and the cloe
ing words of his letter, "we are loath to tarry here merely to 
be killed," convey in strong terms, a knowledge of the danger 
which encircled the settlers, and of the incompetency, Qf their 
forces to afford protection. , . 

Although the governor was . willing and anxious to furnish 
the requisite aid, the New Hampshire .Assembly were unwilling 
to render the least. Application was then made to the Massa
chusetts Legislature, and Nathan Willard, the commander at 
Fort Dummer, in a memorial presented in the month of August, 
described the situation of that post. He stated that the enemy 
were continually lurking in the woods around and near the fort; 
that during the past summer nineteen persons, living within 
two miles of it, had been "killed or captivated;" that it was 
impossible to succor them by reason of the insufficiency of the 
garrison, which numbered only five men on pay, and that in 
case of an attack there was no reason why the enemy should 
not be perfectly successful. In view of these representations, 
the Legislature directed Capt. Willard to add six men to his 
present force, to serve until the :first of October following. Si
milar assistance was granted to other garrisons on the frontiers. 

The expedition against Crown Point, which had been planned 
during the spring and summer, was consummated in the fall of 
this year. The unwearied efforts of General, afterwards Sir 
William Johnson, to whom the .command had been given, 
though attended with success, were not rewarded with the con
quest of the desired station ; and the victory of the 8th of Sep
tember, which defeated the Baron Dieskau and his French and 
Indian forces, though it served to cheer the spirits of the Eng-
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lish in America, WM purchased by the lOBB of some of the beet 
men in the colonies. Of this number was Col. Ephraim Wil
liams, who was shot through the head as he was leading on his 
regiment in the conflict. His death was universally regretted 
by his countrymen. His exertions, dnring a service of many 
years on the frontier, had won him the esteem and ~tion 
which is due to virtue and valor; and the endowment which he 
made by his will for establishing the college which bears his 
name, has kept his memory green in the hearts of succeeding 
generations, and ·added to his . renown as a warrior the praises 
of scholars and philanthropists.* 

& has been previously stated, Fort Dummer, although situ
ated without the bordel'B of Msaeachusetts, had . boon long sup
ported by that province. The Board of Trade had, .on the 3d 
of August, 1749, declared it proper and just, that New Hamp
shire should reimbUl'Be Massachusetts for its maintenance ; yet 
no attAmtion had been given to this advice; and. lla.eaachusett& 
had continued as before to support a .garrison at· that station. 
In. order to obtain payment for their sel"Vicee, the Council. of 
lla888chuaetta, · "in confidence of his Majesty's goodn~ and 
j'WJtice," appoin~ a committee on the 29th of May;1'752, con
sisting of Samuel Watts, John Wheclwright, ·and . 'l'hoQ188 
Hutchinson, who, with a committee from the House, were 
ordered to take euch steps as they should deem necessary to 
accomplish this object. On the 4th of June, a few days after 
these appointments were made, the Council, by the advice of 
their committee, directed Josiah Willard, the Secretary of the 
province, to write to Mr. Bollan, the agent for Massachusetts in 
England, in order tx> learn what coul'Be should be pursued with 
the Board of Trade. Lettel'B were sent on the 25th, but no 
8l1Swer being received, the Secretary, on the 27th of December, 
1753, again wrote for instructions. In the latter communica
tion, he stated that Massachusetta had defended the lands west 
of Connecticut river, for one hundred years past, at an expense 
probably of £100,000 sterling; that at one of the best forta in 
the government, standing about twenty-five miles east of Hud
son river,t she had kept a garrisonoffortymen during the war, 
and had retained men in pay ever since the peace; that she 
had been long expecting a reimbUl'Bement of the charge for 
supporting Fort Dummer, and defending the other parta of the 

• Hoyt'• Indian WAI'I, pp. 271-282. 

' 
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frontier of " what is now called New Hampshire ;" and that the 
order of his Majesty in Connell in 1744 was conditional, either 
that Massachusetts should be reimbursed her charges, or that 
the fort with a proper. district of land contiguous should be 
aasigned her. Referring more particularly to that order, the 
Secretary remarked in conclusion, that the Fort and a few 
miles of country around it, so far from being an adequate com
pensation for the expense the province had incurred, were so 
much the contrary, that she would rather esteem them a bur
den, as thereby she would not only lose all the past expenses, 
but be subjected also to a constant future charge. On the 12th 
of August, 1755, the subject was again discussed before the 
Council of Massachusetts, and Thomas Hutchinson and William 
Brattle, witll such persons as the Honse might add, were 
chosen " to prepare the draft of a memorial and petition to his 
Majesty, therein giving a full representation" of the affair, and 
praying for a speedy reimbursement of the charges which had 
been paid by the province. Thus did Massachusetts from 
year to year repeat her attempts 1x> obtain what was due her 
for her services and expenditures. But her efforts were foiled 
by the vigilance of the New Hampshire agents, and her object 
rendered more and more unattainable by delay.* 
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Command of Fort Dummer given to Nathan Willard-Complaint againBt him
Indiana in ambaah-Attempt to oonetruot a Military road from Cbarleetown to 
Crown Point.-Baogen at Hinad&le'e Fort--Capt. Burk-Inounion at Charlee
town-Capture of Mre. Moore of Brattleborough-Robert Rogel'll, the distin
guished Baoger-Evente at the eloee of the French war-Destruction of St. 
Franci&--i3ufferinge of Rogers's party on their return-Land route from Con
Decticut River to Lake ChamplaiD-Co11queat of Canada by the Englieh
Peaee res&ored-Grante by Governor Benning Wentworth-Weetminster char
ter renewed-Settlement of Towne on Connecticut River--Putney-Halifax
Marlborough-W"ilnrlngton-N ew Fane-Roclringham-Towuahend-Hinsdale. 

ALTHOUGH hostilities had been continued in the provinces 
during the year 1755, war was not Connally declared between 
England and France until the beginning of the year 1756. 
Several expeditions were partially planned, yet little was done 
during the campaign in the way of regular warfare. Means 
were taken as in former years to defend the settlements along 
the Connecticut. Small forces were posted by Massachusetts 
at Charlestown and on Ashuelot river in New Hampshire, also 
at Northfield, Greenfield, Deerfield, Fort Massachusetts, and at 
the stations in the Massachusetts cordon. The garrison at Fort 
Dummer having become reduced to three men, Capt. Nathan 
Willard, who was stationed at that post, made known his condi
tion to the Massachusetts Legislature, and asked for aid. By a 
vote of the Honse, passed April 8th, nine men were placed 
under his command, and an allowance was made for their sup
port from the funds of the province. Besides the garrison, the 
fort was at that time inhabited by several families. No sooner 
had Willard obtained an increase of his force, than he com
menced a pitiful persecution· against these families whom he 
had been appointed to protect. They, unwilling to increase the 
disturbance by resistance, endured his conduct in silence for a 

6 
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reasonable time, but finding that he was not inclined to change 
his treatment towards them, except for the worse, they, on the 
17th of May, memorialized the General Ooort of Massachusetts, 
in these words :-

"The command being given to Nathan Willard-we will a 
little acquaint your honours of the managements and carryings 
on in said fort, and that in several articles, and, 

" First ; as to all the Willards' swearing against the province 
in favour of New Hampshire. 

" Secondly ; as to their selling the province stores, both of 
powder and lead to Hampshire forts, as also to Hampshire 
soldiers. 

" Thirdly ; as to the province guns lying about in y• said 
furt, the locks in one place and the barrels in another, and two 
or three of them that are half eat up with rust. 

" And as your honours have been pleased to allow nine men 
to that fort until y• lOth day of next June, under the comand 
of Captain Nathan Willard, he has put in Oliver Willard, 
Wilder Willard, William Willard, and as there are four large 
Province Houses in ye fort, these four Willards have each of 
them an house. 

" And as Capt. Nathan Willard has a large province house 
to himself, and has turned all the rest of the families into two 
small rooms, in which families are five soldiers ;-for by repair
ing the province houses a little, makes them their own. 

"And as there are four acres of land allowed in ye Hamp
shire charter for the benefit of y• ~aid fort, they keep all the land 
to themselves, and will allow but a small garden spot to the 
rest of the soldiers,-as their treatment is so hard of r soldiers, 
aud y• di~;tressed inhabitants who are obliged to flee thither for 
shelter in these distressing times, with us, we have thought fit 
to make y• above representation of facts, which we are ready 
to prove true. 

" Our distresses are great for which we begg your honours 
compassionate consideration, and relief, and as in duty bound 
shall ever pray."* 

There is no doubt that this petition was answered to the 
satisfaction of those who presented it, for Massachusetts was ever 

• This memorial wu signed by Capt. Fairbank Moore, Benjamin Moore, Fair
bank Moore Jun., Robert Cooper, Anson Cooper, John Kathan, John Kath&D 
lun., Daniel Shattnck, Daniel Shattuck Jun., Joehua Cooper, Gideon Shattnck 
MSS. in office Sec. State, M11811., lxxv. 6-l7 
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generous in defending not only her own frontiers, but those of 
other provinces; and at this period especially, the fear of exter
nal foes admitted not the toleration ot' any internal enmities or 
jealousies. 

The necessity of preparation was soon after made evident by 
the commencement of the annual incursions of the Indians. 
In June they took Josiah Foster with his wife and two children 
from Winchester, New Hampshire, and not many days after, 
Lieut. Moses Willard was killed, and his son wounded near the 
fort of Charlestown. During the summer several acta of hosti
lity were COfllmitted in the neighborhood of Fort Massachusetts, 
and in the majority of cases, the plans of the Indians were 
attende~ with success. At a place called the Country farms in 
~e north part of Greenfield, they attacked a party of five men 
on the 12th of August, while at labor. Of these only one 
escaped, two of the others being killed, and two captured.* 
On the 20th of the same month, as Zebulon Stebbins of Jlins.. 
dale, and Reuben Wright were returning from Northfield on 
horseback, they discovered a party of Indians in ambush, who 
fired on them, and wounded Wright. The two men then re
treated some distance, but the Indians still pressing on, Steb
bins turned upon them, received their fire, and returning it 
wounded one of them. This checked their pursuit, and enabled 
both Wright and Stebbins to make their escape. A good result 
was effected by this event, as it placed the people in the 
vicinity on their guard, and prevented the capture of several 
persons for whom the Indians were lying in wait. Many 
depredations were committed in the frontier towns before the 
close of the season, and the inhabitants of those places most 
exposed, were kept in a state of continual alarm by the reports 
of Indian vindictiveness and cruelty, which were constantly 
saluting their ears, and which in some instances were corrobo-
rated by the scenes they had witnessed. · 

Early in the spring of this year, the government of Massa
chusetts had been engaged in discussing the feasibility of con
structing a road between a point on the right bank of Connecti
cut river, opposite Charlestown, and a point on the right bank 
of Lake Champlain opposite Crown Point, for the purpose ot' 
facilitating military operations in that quarter. As the result 

• A detailed aocount of this event and of othen limi1ar ill giveo in Hoyfs 
Indian w ara, pp. 284, 2M. 
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of these deliberations, the following vote was passed in the 
House of Representatives on the lOth of March, and met with 
the approbation of the Governor and Council. "Whereas it is 
of great importance that a thorough knowledge be had of the 
distance and practicability of a communication between N um
ber Four on Connecticut river and Crown Point; and that the 
course down Otter creek to Lake Champlain should be known 
-therefore voted, that his Excellency the Governor be, and he 
is hereby desired as s-oon as may be, to appoint fourteen men 
upon this service, seven of them to go from said Number Four, 
the directest course to Crown Point, to measure the distance, 
and gain what knowledge they can of the country ; and the 
other seven to go from said Number Four, to Otter creek afore
said, and down said creek to Lake Champlain, observing the 
true course of said creek, its depth of water, what falls there are 
in it, and also the nature of the soil on each side thereof, and what 
growth of woods is near it. Each party of said men to keep 
a journal of their proceedings and observations, and lay the 
same, on their return, before this Court. They to observe all 
such directions as they may receive from his Excellency. One 
man in each party to be a skillful surveyor, and the persons 
employed, shall have a reasonable allowance made them by 
the Court for their services." 

A plan was also proposed during the summer for building a 
strong fort on the high lands, between the sources of Black 
river and Otter creek. A military post at that place was deemed 
important, as it would afford an opportunity of hindering the 
enemy in their advances from Lake Champlain, facilitate ope
rations against them at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and 
afford a convenient station for scouting parties from Connecti
cut river. 

The route which had engaged the attention of the govern
ment of Massachusetts, had not escaped the notice of Lord 
Loudon, the commander-in-chief of the English forces, who also 
desired that it might be carefully surveyed and marked, and 
the result reported to him. CoL Israel Williams, upon this 
request, drew up a topographical sketch and description of the 
country, compiled from the journals and notations of officel'8 
who had traversed it at the head of scouting parties. This 
survey he communicated to his lordship. In order to carry out 
the provisions of the General Court, Williams was further 
directed to make a more accurate examination of the country 
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with the assistance previously voted, and to give such additional 
information as might seem to him necessary. Owing to the 
number and hostility of the Indians in that region, the attempt 
proved too hazardous for accomplishment. Surveys were, how
ever, made as far as the height of land, but the construction of 
the road, and the design of building a fort at a point so remote 
and so little known, was abandoned.* 

:Massachusetts had learned that her best policy was to raise 
the usual forces at the commencement of the year, without 
waiting the requests of defenceless towns and almost abandoned 
garrisons. Such was the coUJ"8e she pUl"8ued in the year 1757. 
In addition to the garrison troops, " one hundred men were 
employed on the eastern frontier, and forty-five nnder a captain 
and lieutenant, on the west side of Connecticut river, to range 
the woods north of Falltown." The latter company-known 
as Rangers-under the command of Capt. John Burk, t were 
stationed at Hinsdale's fort, on the east bank of the Connecticut. 
During the month of March they made frequent marches 
through the neighboring conntry for .the purpose of discovering 
concealed ·Indians. Their course was sometimes along the 
main stream of West river, and again by ita south or west 
branches. Not unfrequently they ascended to the top of West 
river mountain, there to watch for the smoke of the enemy's 
camp :fires. Orders were given to the Commissary General to 
provide these scouting parties with snow-shoes and moccasins, 
the better to enable them to perform their toilsome labor. 

The moet important ineUJ"8ion of the enemy on the western 
frontier during the year, was made at Charlestown in the spring. 
A body of French and Indians attacked the mills in that place, 
and captured Samson Colefax, David Farnsworth, and Thomas 
Adams. The alarm having been given by the firing, the 
inhabitants repaired to the mills, but finding the enemy too 
numerous for them, retreated without venturing a blow. The 

• Hoyt's Indian Wr.n, pp. 286, 287. Ma-. Oourt Recorda. 
t Captain Burk wu present ai the siege of Fort William Henry in August, 

17 5i, and belonged to the M888achusetts regiment, commanded by Col Frye. 
After the eapiiulation, "he wu seized, and after a violent struggle, wu stripped 
of the whole of hie clothes, and afterwards eecaped into the wooda. Straying in 
Yarioue direction&, be wu overtaken by dar1m- in the margin ol a moraae, and, 
unable to direct hia eoone, lay down in the thiak grau and J..ed the night, 
eovered only by the damp vapor of ihe swamp. The nen day he renewed hie 
march, and fortunately arrived aafely ai Fort Edward."-Hoyi'i Indian Wan, p. 
!91. 
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enemy then burned the mills and departed, taking with them, 
in addition to the other prisoners, Thomas Robbins and A.sa 
Spafford, whom they met returning from hunting. Farnsworth 
and Robbins, after being in Canada some time, returned ; the 
others died there. About the same period, a man was wounded 
near Rice's Fort, in Charlemont. With these exceptions, the 
frontiers remained in comparative quiet. But ~e English were, 
nevertheless, suffering in another quarter, for the surrendry of 
Fort William Henry to the French-that deadly and decisive 
blow of the campaign-afforded them a melancholy subject of 
contemplation. For many years, scarcely able to maintain 
what was deemed justly their own, they, by this event, lost one 
of their most important posts, and the flower of their soldiery.* 

At the beginning of the year 1758, the British government, 
in order to repair the disasters of the preceding campaign, 
determined to employ a formidable force against the French, 
both by sea and land. The provinces of Massachusetts, Con
necticut, and New Hampshire, voted levies to the number of 
fifteen thousand men; and this army, increased by a fleet and 
a large land force from England, aroused the spirits of the 
colonists, by the confidence which power and skill inspire, and 
awakened within their breasts the expectation of success. For 
the defence of her own frontiers, Massachusetts made the usual 
provision, while New Hampshire, changing the method upon 
which she had so long acted, voted men and supplies for the 
protection of the forts within her own boundaries, which had 
before been maintained by the magnanimity of the Bay Pro
vince. The incursions on the frontiers were not so frequent this 
year as on former occasions, but commenced early in the season. 
At midnight, on the 6th of March, a party of Indians attacked 
the house of Capt. Fairbank Moore, situated on West river, 
in the township of Brattleborough. Having surrounded the 
building, they burst in the door, and killed and scalped Capt. 
Moore and his son, but not until one of their number had been 
slain, and several wounded. Mrs. Moore, the wife of the son, 
and the mother of tour children, the youngest of whom was 
but three or four weeks old, aroused by the yells of the savages, 
and scarcely knowing what she did, sprang from the bed, and 

• Acoounta of the capture of Fort William Henry by the French, are given in 
Hutchinson's Hiat. M-. Bay, i. SUi; Williams'• Hiet. Vt., i 8'16-401; Life of 
Putnam in Humphrey'• Works, pp. 269-266; Carver's Travels, pp. 181-186; 
Hoyt's Indian Willi!, pp. !188-2911; Belknap's Hiat. N. H., ii. 298-800. 
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hastily drew on three pairs of Capt. Moore's long stockings, 
which in the event were the means of preserving her life. 
Snatching up the baby, and the child next in age, she endea
vored to escape, she knew not whither, by taking a sled-path 
in which her husband had been drawing wood the day before. 
She had gone but a short distance, when the Indians overtook 
her and brought her back. They then searched for portable 
provisions, and having found a quantity of beans, mixed them 
with about twenty pounds of tallow, and boiled them in it. 
This compound being cooled, was put in sacks, and served them 
for food on the road. Mrs. Moore was then provided with 
snow-shoes, her babe was committed to her own care, the house 
was burned, and the party set out on their long march, the 
children being led or carried by the Indians. They reached 
Fort Ticonderoga in safety, on the tenth day after their depart
ure, having crossed the Green Mountains in the most inclement 
season of the year. Thence Mrs. Moore and her children were 
taken to Montreal, where they remained in captivity until the 
year 1762, when they were all redeemed, and returned to their 
friends.* 

On the 20th of the same month, the enemy appeared at Col
rain, wounded John Morrison and John Henry, burned a barn, 
and killed several cattle. In the following September, Major 
Bellows discovered a party of Indians numbering about two 
hundred crossing Connecticut river above Brattleborough, and 
advancing towards Ashuelpt. No incursions were made at this 
time in the immediate vicinity; but soon after Asahel Stebbins 
was killed at Charlestown, his wife and Isaac Parker, a soldier, 
taken captive, and a number of cattle feeding in the adjacent 
woods, slaughtered. 

• Hoyt notice& this traneaction as having occurred in the month of September ; 
mother aecount •ys February. Hoyt locates Mr. Moore's residence in Hinsdale; 
another aecount near Fort Dummer. The relation given in the text ie, however, 
beliend to be correct. The farm on which Mr. Moore hved, ie now occupied by 
Newman Allen, Eaq. To an account of thie traneaction, which appeared in the 
eolumna of the Vm110nt Plwm.iz in the year 1849, ie appended the following 
note : "Mr. Moore and hie eon, alluded to above as having fallen victims to the 
Indians, are supposed to have been buried near the aide of their log-house which 
wu burnt. On Monday last, bones believed to have been theirs were found in 
Kr. Allen's barn-yard, caTered with about one root of earth and a board over, 
but apparently with no coffin or box around them. One of the akulls contained 
1111 ounce bullet, which was Tllldoubtedly the cause of death." 

:Hra. Moore was a daughter of Capt. John Kathan of Putney 
Conlult Belbap'e RiG. N.H., ii. 802. Hoyt'e Indian Wan, p. 296. 
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In regard to the operations of the English on Lake Champlain, 
great had been the anticipations of success at the opening of 
this campaign. · The result, however, not only fell far short of 
what had been deemed as almost certain, but for a time brought 
disgrace and ridicule on the soldiers and generals of the Crown. 
Abercrombie was defeated at Ticonderoga by a force far his 
inferior, and it was only the opportune victories of Amherst at 
Louisburg, Bradstreet at Fort Frontenac, and Forbes at Fort dn 
Quesne on the Ohio, which availed to restore in the proYinces 
that confidence, which, in the spring, had looked forward to the 
defeat of the French, as an event hardly admitting of a doubt. 

On their own frontiers, the governments of Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire still retained in their employ the scouting par
ties which had so long been the defence of those provinces. Al
though the ranging service brought not the honor acquired in a 
regular or provincial corps, yet it was in this service that Robert 
Rogers, the most celebrated of rangers, learned the details and 
minutim of Indian warfare which enabled him to conduct the 
expedition against the village of St. Francis, in the following 
year, with the most triumphant success; it was in this service 
that the mind of John Stark received itB lessons of brave sol
diery and heroic daring, and his arm gained that strength which, 
during the Revolution, was so manfully exerted in defence of 
the liberties of his country on the field of Bennington. 

Although it was confidently hoped, at the beginning of the 
year 1759, that the western frontiers would be relieved from the 
depredations of the Indians by the prowess of the English, the 
theatre of whose exploits was to be in Canada and along the 
borders of Lake Champlain, still MassachusettB, early in the 
year, voted supplies for the defence of her settlements. Her 
ranging parties, and those of New Hampshire, were soon climb
ing the mountain, fording the stream, and threading the valley, 
in search, not of deer or wild fow~ but of the human denizens 
of the forest. On the 21st of March, the Indians appeared at 
Colrain, and captured John McCoun and his wife. The latter 
was sacrificed to the cruelty of her captors on the second day's 
march. A party of militia, led by Major Hawley of N orthamp
ton, started in pursuit, but the enemy were soon at a safe dis
tance, and the troops proceeded no further than Greenfield. 

An attempt was soon after made to .centralize the regular 
forces. A company of one hundred regulars, that had been 
stationed at Charlestown during the preceding winter, were re-
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moved thence to the army assembled on the Hudson ; but their 
places were, on the 4th of May, filled by the same number of 
provincials taken from the regiment of Col Israel Williams, in 
the county of Hampshire. 

The evacuation of Ticonderoga and Crown Point by the 
French, which relieved the western frontiers of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire from the depredations of the Indians to 
which they had been for years exposed, spread joy throughout the 
provinces; and the destruction by Major Rogers, on the 5th of 
October, of the village of St. Francis, situated at the head of 
the river of the same name, completed what had long been the 
ardent wish of the English, and to the accomplishment of which 
their efforts had been earnestly directed. To these victories, 
the surrendry of Quebec and Niagara added, made this the 
most glorious campaign ever conducted by the English on the 
shores of America. 

After the destruction of the village of St. Francis,* Rogers, 
to avoid his pursuers, determined to return to Crown Point by 
the way of Number Four or Charlestown. Having reached 
Lake Memphramagog, and provisions becoming scarce, he 

• divided his detachment into small companies ; and having or
dered them all to assemble at the mouth of the Upper Amo
noosuck river, where he expected to find food, sent them on their 
march. After a journey of several days, he and his party reach
ed the point of meeting which had been agreed on. " It is 
hardly possible," wrote he to Gen. Jeffrey Amherst, " to de
scribe the grief and consternation of those of us who came to Co
hasse Intervales. Upon our arrival there, after so many days' 
tedious march over steep rocky mountains, or through wet, dirty 
swamps, with the terrible attendants of fatigue and hunger, we 
found that here was no relief for us, where we had encouraged 
Olll'Selves that we should find it, and have our distresses allevi
ated. Notwithstanding, the officer I dispatched to the General, 
discharged his trust with great expedition, and in nine days a,r. 

rived at Crown Point, which was an hundred miles through the 
woods ; and the General, without delay, sent Lieut. Stephens to 
Number Four with orders to take provisions up the river to the 
place I had appointed, and there wait as long as there was any 
hopes of my returning, yet, the officer that was sent being an 
indolent fellow, tarried at the place but two days when he re-

• An account of thia event may be found in Hoyfe Indian Wal'l, pp. 802-306. 
Beibap'1 Hilt. N. H., ii. SO:i-806. Williaml'1 Hilt. Vt., i. 4zs...488. 
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turned, taking all the provisions back with him about two hours 
before our arrival. Finding a fresh fire burning in his camp, I 
fired guns to bring him back, which guns he heard, but would 
not return, supposing we were an enemy. 

"Our distress upon this occasion was truly inexpressible. Our 
spirits, greatly depressed by the hunger and fatigues we had 
already suffered, now almost entirely sunk within us, seeing no 
resource left, nor any reasonable ground to hope that we should 
escape a most miserable death by famine. At length I came to a 
resolution to posh as fast as possible towards Number Four, leav
ing the remains of my party, now unable to march further, to get 
such wretched subsistence as the barren wilderness could afford,* 
till I could get relief to them, which I engaged to do within ten 
days. I, with Capt. Ogden, one Ranger, and a captive Indian 
boy, embarked upon a raft we had made of dry pine trees. The 
current carried us down the stream in the middle of the river, 
where we endeavoured to keep our wretched vessel, by such pad
dles as we had made out of small trees, or spires split and hewed. 
The second day we reached White River Falls, and very nar
rowly escaped being carried over them by the current. Our 
little remains of strength, however, enabled us to land, and to• 
march by them. At the bottom of these falls, while Capt. 
Ogden and the Ranger hunted for red squirrels for a refresh
ment, who had the good fortune, likewise, to kill a partridge, I 
attempted the forming of a new raft for our further conveyance. 
Being unable to cut down trees, I burnt them down, and then 
burnt them off at proper lengths. This was our third day's 
work after leaving our companions. The next day we got our 
materials together, and completed our raft, and floated with the 
stream again till we came to Wattockquitcheyt Falls, which are 
about fifty yards in length. Here ,we landed, and by a weatht 
made of hazel bushes, Capt. Ogden held the raft till I went to 
the bottom, prepared to swim and board it when it came down, 
and, if possible, paddle it ashore, this being our only resource for 
life, as we were not able to make a third. raft in case we had 
lost this. I had the good fortune to succeed, and the next morn
ing we em barked, and floated down the stream to within a small 
distance of Number Four, where we found some men cutting 

• Note by Major Rogere: "This wns ground nuts and lily roots, which, being 
cleaned and boiled, will serve to preserve life, and the use and method of prepar
ing which, I taught to Lieut. Grant, the commander of the party. • 

t Ott& Quechee. t Withe. 
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timber, who gave us the first relief, and assisted us to the fort, 
whence I dispatched a canoe with provisions, which reached 
the men at Cohasse fonr days after, which, agreeable to my en
gagement, was the tenth day after I left them. 

"Two days after my arrival at Number Fonr, I went witlt 
other canoes, loaded with provisions, up the river myself, for 
the relief of others of my party, that might be coming on that 
way, having hired some of theinhabitantstoassistmein this affair. 
I likewise sent expresses to Suncook and Penna.cook,* npon Mer· 
rimack river, that any who should chance to straggle that way 
might be assisted ; and provisions were sent up said rivers 
accordingly."t 

Having returned from his expedition up the river, Major Rogers 
waited for his men at Number Fonr, and having collected a part 
of his force, marched for Crown Point. On reaching that station, 
on the 1st of December, he found that he had lost by exposure 
and in other ways since leaving the ruins of St. Francis, three 
lieutenants and forty-six sergeants and privates. 

General Amherst, the English commander, having informed 
Governor Pownal of Massachusetts, that his operations would 
effectually protect the frontiers from further incursions of the 
enemy, Col. Israel Williams, by the governor's orders, in the 
month of October, discharged the smaller garrisons along the 
Massachusetts cordon, and on the Connecticut river. The 
troops at Charlestown having gone with General Amherst, 
that post, not being deemed liable to an attack, was left unde
fended. Forts Dummer and Massachusetts, and the post at ' 
West Hoosac, were the only stations on the north-west frontiers 
of the province where garrisons were ret&ined.t 

Although the strength of the French in Canada had been 
broken, yet the remainder of the season was too short to effect 
the total subjugation of that province. In the summer of 1760, 
General Amherst, in order to bring about this result at one 
blow, laid his plans for approaching Montreal by three differ
ent routes. The men under the command of Col. John Goffe, 
who had been raised in New Hampshire for the service of this 
year, having met at Charlestown, instead of being ordered to 
Crown Point by the way of Albany, were commanded to cut 

• Now Pembroke and Concord. 
t Letter to General Jeffrey Amhent, November lith, 1'169, in J011J'Jl&ls ofMJUor 

Robert Rogen; London, 176/i, pp. 146-168. 
t Hoyt's Indian '\lara, p. 30'1. 
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a road across the present state of Vermont, thus opening a 
direct communication by land between Connecticut river and 
Lake Champlain. The road began at Wentworth's Ferry, two 
miles above the Fort at Charlestown, and was laid out twenty
six miles in the course of Black river, as far as the present 
town of Ludlow, where commenced a path which had been 
made the year before by Lieut.-Col. Hawks.* In this they 
passed over the mountains to Otter creek, thence along the 
borders of that stream in a good road previously constructed, 
to Crown Point. Their stores and baggage were conveyed in 
wagons the first twenty-six miles of the route, and from the point 
where the wagon-road ended, on pack-horses, across the moun
tains to the place of destination. By the same course, a drove 
of cattle for the supply of the army, were removed from Charles
town to Crown Point, during the campaign. While the New 
Hampshire regiment were engaged in cutting the road, the trails 
of Indians were occasionally seen in the adjacent woods, but no 
hostilities followed. The last incursion of the Indians on the fron
tiers of New England during the war was at Charlestown, whence 
the family of Joseph Willard were taken and carried to:Montreal, 
a short time previous to its investment by the English. 

Affairs in the colonies began now to wear a more cheerful 
aspect. The Marquis de V audreuil, Governor of Canada, 
finding it impossible to resist the combined forces of Generals 
Amherst and Murray, and qf Col. Haviland, offered to capitu
late, and the whole province of Canada, on the 8th of Septem
ber, became the possessions of Great Britain. Thus ended the 
war in America, and for the first time since the year 1689, 
when " King William's war," as it was called, began, waa there 
a prospect that peace would be long in its duration and pro
tective in its character. Those who had deserted their settle
ments at the breaking out of the war, now returned to them, 
and fields which had for a long time lain uncultivated, began 
once more to wave with luxuriant harvests. t 

The fort on the Great Meadow, which had been rebuilt 
in the year 1755, and which had been occupied as such, since 

• In the" Memoir of General Stark," Concord, 1831, p. 180, it is B&id, that in 
the spring of the year 1'159, Capt. John Stark "W&II employed with two hundred 
Rangers in cutting a road from Ticonderoga to Charlestown, N. H." It is P"> 
bable that Hawb and Stark were employed on di1ferent portions of the Mme 
general route. 

t Belknap's Hiet. N. H., ii. 806, 80'1. 
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that period, was now turned into a dwelling, as were other 
posts in the vicinity, similarly constructed ; but the defences 
being allowed to remain, these buildings were easily convertible 
to their original use. Nor were precautions of this nature 
entirely useless. Although the enemy did not again appear 
in any considerable force, yet during the two or three following 
years the settlers were occasionally alarmed by reports of their 
proximity, and found protection from danger, sometimes, it is 
true, more imaginary than real, in their old fortifications. 

Governor Wentworth, who, on the 3d of January, 1749, had 
chartered the township of Bennington, and from that time until 
the 6th of April, 1754, had made granta of fourteen other town
ships within the present limita of Vermont, now commenced a 
course similar but more extensive, by granting the township 
of Pownal, on the 8th of January, 1760. Before the close of 
the year 1764, so actively had he been engaged in prosecuting 
his designs, that he had named and sold one hundred and eight
een townships, and had given fourteen thousand acres of land 
to reduced officers. This territory included the richest and 
most valuable portions of the land over which New Hamp
shire claimed jurisdiction, and left but little of it ungranted. 
The governor's official fees, and a reservation in every town
ship of a certain portion of land for his own use and benefit, 
made him one of the richest men in his own province, and put 
him in possession of an abundance of good land, for which he 
rendered no compensation. 

For the purpose of resuscitating the settlement at W estmin
ster which had been abandoned, Col. Josiah Willard Jr., for
merly of Fort Dummer, obtained a renewal of the charter of 
that town, on the 11th of June, 1760, and notified to the pro
prietor.s* a meeting. In accordance with this notice, "a legal 
meeting of the proprietors of the township of Westminster, in 
the province of New Hampshire," was held on the· 4th of 
February, 1761, "at the house of Mr. John Averill, in said 
Westminster," at which Benjamin Bellows, of Walpole, presided 
as moderator. :Means were taken to apportion the land satis
factorily, and preparatiC'ns were made for permanent settle
menta on the broad and fertile plains which now constitute so 
much of the beauty of that village. At a subsequent meeting 
held May 6th, several valuable lots of land were voted to Col. 

" See Appendix F. 
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Willard, in addition to those he then held, provided he should 
build a saw mill and a grist mill within the limits of the town. 
At the same time a tax was laid on the proprietors, in order to 
raise a fund from which to reward him for the various services 
he had rendered them. These efforts to multiply inducements 
to settlers from the older provinces were not without success, 
and before the close of the year 1766, more than fifty families 
were located in Westminster.* According to the census of 
1771, taken by the order of Governor Dunmore of New York, 
this town was the most populous in that part of the province, 
the whole number of actual residents being four hundred and 
seventy-eight. The charter of Westminster was con.fi.nned by 
the government of New York, on the 16th of March, 1772. 

The charter of the township of Putney had been given by 
Benning Wentworth, governor of New Hampshire, to Col. 
Josiah Willard and others, and bore date December 26th, 1753. 
Settlements had been made on the " Meadows" in Putney, as 
early as the year 17 44, and although they had been broken np 
by the Cape Breton war, yet they had been renewed about the 
time of the granting of the charter. The return of peace 
again gave an impulse to this almost abandoned settlement. 
Pleasantly diversified with the meadow-land and the hill
country; with woods whose recesses were rendered dark at mid
day by the towering pine, and the less tall but more expanded 
oak, butternut, and elm ; with streams whose devious courses 
afforded a secluded home for the timid trout, or whose wate1fa.lls 
promised encouragement to enterprise-Putney attracted the 
attention of the adventurer winding his way along the Con
necticut, and gave him an abode among her woodland retreats. 

• MS. W estminater Records under Ma.achuaette. 
The eonditio11.1 on which the settlers agreed to releue to Col Willard certain 

lands in the towlllhip of Westminster, are stated in the following language in the 
MS. volume above named:-" Provided he shall Duild a Good Saw Mill and 
Grist .Mill in f!JI Tovn, and saw and grind at the II.IU&l Price of 1111wing at the 
Neighbouring Mill, and Grind Likewise at the same Toll Taken at the Neighbour
ing MillL The Saw .Mill to be built by the first Day of October nert, and the 
Grist Mill in two ye&r~~ if the Town should Desire the II&Uie, and [he to] keep the 
l!aid Mills in Repair ten years or Longer or Deliver up ad stream for the uee of 
the rrl Proprietors after y- ten years, if he Refuaes to Continue to keep ell Mills in 
Repair. And it is to be understood that if the stream that is in f!JI land be not 
sufficient for Coll.ltant Water for a Mill, then the uid Town is to Provide a atreun 
for rrl .Mill to be built upon, and Land for the Conveniency of building .. Gria 
Mill on, or the llllid Willard to be Exempted from building ad Grist Mill" 

See &leo Land Papers in Office See. State, N.Y., vol x.ix., under date October 
lllt, 1766; vol :ui., under date June 21Sth, 1766. 
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Early in the autumn of 1762, Lieut. Joshua Hide purchased 
in Putney a tract of land lying in the east part of the town on 
the river, comprising twenty-eight hundred acres, and in Decem
ber following removed his family, and settled them in a house 
situated about :fifty rods south of the spot where Westmoreland 
bridge has since been erected. At this time, with the exception 
of the families on the meadow, there were only two other 
families in the place-those of John Perry, and Philip Alexander, 
who lived not far from the river. There was no saw nor grist 
mill in town, and the grain for their daily bread was for several 
years carried for grinding either to Northfield, Massachusetts, 
or to Chesterfield or Westmoreland, New Hampshire. In 1764, 
Joshua Parker purchased land in Putney, and soon after drove 
the first cart which had ever appeared in town, through the 
main street to the north end of it, where he had fixed his 
residence. Although he removed his family from Canterbury, 
Connecticut, in October, yet he located them for the winter 
in Westmoreland for the convenience of mills, and did not settle 
permanently in Putney until March, 1765. A saw mill and a 
grist mill were soon after put in operation, and the settlers 
were thus relieved from several of their greatest embarrass
ments. Meantime, Henry Walton, James Cummings, and 
Moses Johnson had erected dwellings on the street, and Ben
jamin Hutchins and Samuel Skinner in the eastern part of the 
town. Before the middle of the year 1765, the number of 
families had increased to fifteen. 

Few though they were in numbers, yet they forgot not the 
worship of God ; and meetings for this purpose, held for several 
years at the house of Joshua Parker, by whom they were con
ducted, or in the barn of James Cumniings, and afterwards, 
when the settlers had become more numerous, in more conve
nient places, served to cherish in their breasts the spirit which 
they had brought from their native provinces-a spirit derived 
from the Puritan, but pruned of the severity, dissimulation, 
bigotry, and intolerance, which were too often manifest among 
those who bore that venerated name. In 1768 Noah Sabin of 
Rehoboth, Massachusetts, afterwards distinguished in the annals 
of Cumberland .county, removed to Putney. The town was char
tered by New York on the 14th of November, 1766, and on the 
8th of May, 1770, it was organized, and town officers were chosen.* 

• From two :MS. " Historical Sermo111," pr.ched at Putney, by the Rev. E. D. 
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The township of Halifax, the second in the state granted by 
New Hampshire, was chartered on the 11th of May, 1750. At 
the instance of Oliver Partridge, one of the principal granteee, 
it was divided into sixty-four eqnal shares, and the lot of eaeh 
owner was marked at the corners with " lasting boundaries." 
In the centre of the town was a large space of a hexagon shape 
taken from the surrounding lots for public uses. Settlements 
were commenced in 1751, but those who undertook them were 
not able to prosecute their plans on account of the hostility of 
the Indians. After the reduction of Canada, the proprietors of 
more than forty lots renewed their exertions " with good pro-

Andrewa, on a Faet-Day, in the year 1825, which have afforded the materiale for 
the paragraphs in the text relative to that town, the following additional JMU" 
tieulanl are extracted:-" In the year 17 68 there were on the street, beaidea the 
familiee belore named, William Wyman's, settled near the houae now occupied by 
Captain Alh; Charlea Kathan's, near Dr. Campbell's place; and Amoa Haile'a. 
West of the street there were but three families, viz. John Butler's, where Peter 
Blood now lives; Michael Law's, where Aaron Houghton now lives; and DenDia 
Locklin's, on the farm now owned by the lion. P. White, forty or fifty rode in the 
leld 10uth ol bia larm-bouae. Ellllt ot the mouth of Sackett's Brook there -.ere 
four families, vi&. Jonae Moore's, where Abel Hubbard now lives; Leonard SpauL 
ding's, near B. Reynolds's; Fairbank Moore's, on Timothy Underwood's farm ; and 
Samuel Allen's, on the farm of Jonas Keyes Jr. At that time there wu no road 
from the Great Meadow to the street, except on the bank of the river u Car u 
Kathan's terry, and thence up to the street. The valley through the middle of 
the town -.ae then chiefly a wilderneee. 

"In 1768 the Hon. Noah Sabin built the flrat tn.med botllltl, on the ground 
nearly opposite Deacon Taft's; and the building is now a part of the store of 
Leavitt and Crawlord. The aame year Amoa Haile built a framed house, oppo
site the house now occupied by the Hon. Theophilua Crawford. Jamee Cum
mings built the bouse where Abel Haynes lives, and Charles Kathan a1ao buil~ on 
the spot where Mrs. McLellan lives, near Dr. Campbell's.. Not long after, Moaee 
Johnson built the first twq story bouae on the street-the house now oecnpied 
by Elijah Blake, thirty rode north of the meeting-bonae. The first aa-.-mill ..-.. 
built on the lite of the paper-mill in 17 615 or 17 66. The first grist-mill wu built 
by Deacon Minott, where Minott'e milia now etand, in the year 1766. The aooond 
grist-mill was bullt by Jonathan Houghton about the year 17119. It wu situated 
fifteen rode east of the paper-mill, on the site where Newell Moore'e blacbmith 
ahop now atanda. The first elothing-worb were built in the east part of the 
to-.n by C.pt. Roawell Parker in the year 1785. The first blacksmith, -.ho 
-.orked in town, wae Capt. Daniel Jewett. He commenced about the year 1778. 
The first etore was opened about the year 1770, by Peter Wileon, a little west of 
the houae of the Hon. John Noyea, and here wae the flrat tavern. The eeoond 
lltore wae opened by Charles Chandler, t-.elve rode south of the meeting-ho-, 
abou~ the year 1788. The first meeting-bonae was built in l'r78." 

Many changes have taken plaoe Iince the Rev. Mr. Andrewa collected these 
minute detaila of the early settlement orPutney, but it was supposed they might 
atill poaaesa some interest to those eurioua in preserving the grains of local hiatory, 
and for that reason they have been here inserted. 
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nciency," and altlt.ough the township consists almost entirely of 
" mountainou lands," and was then very heaTily " loaded with 
timber," yet the proprietors were sangui»e that their settlement 
would at some future period "prove beneficial to the public." 

The township of :Marlborough, after haTing been chartered by 
New Hampshire by that name, on the 29th of April, 1751, and 
again on the 21at of September, 1761, was chartered as N etO 

Marlborough, on the 17th of April, 1764. The prdx being die
liked, was dropped by the consent of moet of the inhabitants, the 
original name only being retained. The first two charters were 
granted to Timothy Dwight of N ortbampton and his associates, 
the third to Charles Phelps and his aseociates. Phelps, as the 
principal grantee, was directed to call town-meetings in accord
ance with the conditions of the third charter. Under the .fint 
cbal'ter the outside lines of the town were run and the comers 
set in 1752, but owing to the French war the grantees were 
unable to comply with the requW.tiOil8 of their charter, and for 
this :reason it was forfeited. On the renewal of the charter 
means were taken to effect a 1ettlemeut, and in May, 17621 the 
town was laid out by Joseph Allen Jr., surveyor, and Eliphaz 
Clap, Oliver Brigham, Joel Strong, and Timothy Parsons, 
chainmen.* 

The first actualiiJettler was Abel Stockwell, who, in the epring 
of the year 1765, removed with his family from West Spring
field, ::Massachll8etts. Entering by the road passing through 
Brattleborough, he established himself in the eastern part of 
the town, on the farm since occupied by Luther Ames. The 
first tavern in town was opened and kept by Stockwell. t 
Francis Whitmore with his family from Middletown, Connecti
cut, commenced the second settlement: He came in by the 
way of Colrain -and Halifax, and chose for his locati(Ji the fann 
which was afterwards occupied ·by his grandson, Levi Barret. 
Although his entrance succeeded that of Stockwell but a few 
weeks, yet the two lived nearly a year within a few miles of 

• Petiticma from Ollftl' Pariridp and otheN, dated Nonmbtr ltih, 1'184, 
Oet;ober '7th, 1'766, and .August 6ih, 1'76&; allo from Chari• Phlllpe and hie uao
aiatee, dated Oetober 16\b, 1'766, and October, 1'766, in Lend Papers, in oillee 
See. State, N. Y., vola. vii, :a., Di. Reoorda in Town Clerk'• oftloe, Karl
borough. 

t The fim birth in Marlborough W'M t.laM of Aaron Btoe.kwell, - el .Abel 
StockweB Jr. and Pat.ienee hia wife, which took place July lith, 1'768. .Abel 
B&oe.kwell Jr. wu the 10n of .Abel Stookwell, the 11m eettler. 

7 
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one another without becoming acquainted, each supposing that 
his own family was the only one in the town. On accoll;.D.t of 
their distance from other settlements, the families suffered 
severely from the want of the necessities and conveniences of 
living. Capt. Whitmore was accustomed to bring all his 
grain on his back, through the woods, from Deerfield and Col
rain, a distance of from twenty to thirty miles. With difficulty 
a cow was kept through the first winter, upon browse and wild 
grass gathered in the preceding summer. During another 
winter, Capt. Whitmore supported his oxen with the hay he 
had previously cut from a beaver meadow.* To this spot he 
drove his oxen at the commencement of the cold weather, built 
for himself a camp, and there remained performing the duties 
of an oxherd until the following spring. The winter of the 
year 1765 was a lonely one to Mrs. Whitmore. Her husband 
pursuing his- calling as a tinker, was absent in the older settle
ments, eaming something for the support of his family. During 
the short unpleasant days, and the long, cheerless nights of that 
dreary season, she saw no human being but her little daughter. 
Once, it is true, a party of hunters visited her dwelling in their 
wanderings, but the shortness of their stay only added to her 
loneliness. In this situation she displayed that force of mind, 
and power of contrivance, which in a more public situation 
would have earned for her the name of a heroine. Her hands 
were not employed in performing simply the lighter duties of 
the household. In order to supply her :fire with fuel she felled 
the trees of the forest, and on the twigs which the branches 
afforded she supported her little stock of cattle. She procured 
water for them, and herself, and daughter, by melting snow, it 
being easier to pursue this method than to seek for the springs 
through the deep snow._ In this manner she spent the winter, 
and although her sufferings were occasionally severe, yet con
stant employment left her but little time for unavailing com
plaint.s.t 

• This meadow is now covered with a mill-pond. It is situated about half a 
mile north of the meeting-bouse, on the west side of the New Fane road. 

t " Mrs. Whitmore waa exceedingly useful to the early settlers, both u a nuree 
and midwife. She possessed an uncommonly ltrong conatitution, and frequently 
travelled through the woods upon snow.-hoes, from one part of the town to 
another, both by day and night, to relieve the lick and aftlicted. On one occnaion 
in the night, she went on ahow..boee through the woods, keeping the path by 
the lll!liatance of blued trees, from her own bouse to that of CoL William 
Williama, situated at the mille known 1111 the Underwood milia, a distance of not 
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In 1764, the year following the arrival of Stockwell and 
Whitmore, Charles Phelps, a lawyer from Hadley, Massachu~ 
setts, removed with his family to Marlborough. He and his 
sons Solomon and Timothy, though men of eccentric mental 
conformation, bore a prominent part in the history of the 
country, and their names will be frequently met with on these 
pages. A beginning having been made, the population of the 
town increased gradually, and before the close of the year 
1766, the number of settlers amounted to twenty-seven.* 

The town of Wilmington was chartered by New Hampshire, 
by that name, on the 29th of April, 1751, to Phinehas Lyman 
and fifty-seven others. As the conditions of the grant were 
not fulfilled by the grantees, the charter, by its own provisions, 
became void. When the town received ita second charter from 
New Hampshire, on the 17th of June, 1763, ita name was 
changed to Draper, and ita propi.et-)rs were His Excellency 
Francis Barnard and sixty-six.others. The name Draper being 
disliked, the old name of Wilmington ·was subsequently revived 
by the common consent of the inhabite.nt:R, and has been re-

. tained to this day. Before the close of the year 1765, seven 
families had become inhabitants of the township, and others not 
yet residents had cleared and improved many acres of land. 
Although these inceptive measures gave promise of enterprise 
and activity,. there were but seventy-one inhabitants in the 
town, in the year 1771. 

By the name of Fane, the township now known as Newfane, 
was granted by New Hampshire on the 19th of June, 1753, to 
Abner Sawyer and sixty-seven others, his associates, many of 
whom were inhabitants of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. At
tempts were made in the following year to comply with the 
terms of the charter, by clearing a certain amount of land and 
allotting it in severalty, but the state of the times forbade a suc
cessful prosecution of the work, and the charter was forfeited. 
A new charter was issued by New Hampshire, on the 3d of 

11!111 then six ID11es. Capt. Whitmore died May 8let, 1790, aged about eeventy 
yean. Jlilnl. Whitmore 'Willi afterwards married to !IIUC Pratt, an early eettler, 
from Shre'W'sbury, Mueachusette. She died after a lingering sickness, May 24th, 
1814. at the advanced age of eighty-eeven years. During her life she officiated 
as mid'W'ife at more than t'W'o thousand birthe, and never lost a patient." .MS. 
History of the To'W'D of Marlborough, by the Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, written in 
1824. 

• Thompon's Vt. Gazetteer, p. 174. Thompson's Vt., Part m, pp. 110,111. 
Appendix to Deming'• Catalogue, p. 169. 
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November, 1761, to Benjamin Flagg and sixty-four other gran
tees, and its present name was given to the town.* In May, 
1766, a Bettlement was commenced by Deacon Jonathan Park, 
Nathaniel Stedman, and Ebenezer Dyer, who emigrated from · 
Worcester county, MaSsachusetts. "For several years, they suf
fered all the hardships and privations incidentto the settlement 
of a new country. Without roads, horses, or oxen, they were 
under the necessity of conveying, by their own strength, all their 
provisions from Hinsdale, a distance of twenty miles, through a 
pathless wilderness." Lucy, a daughter of Deacon Park, whose 
birth took place on the 15th of .August, 1769, was the first child 
bom in the town. 

That the township which llO'W bears the name of Rocking
ham was first granted bJ Maesachusetts, is not a fact establish-

• On the loth of July, 17~6. Ebellezer Morse, Ephraim Doolittle, and .Job Cush· 
ing. a committee af the proprifltors of the toWJI8hip of New Fane, sent from 
Shrewsbury, :MIIM8Chusett8, a meJilorial to Lieut. -Governor Cadw.Jlader Colden, 
of New York, containing an account of the situation at the township of New Fme. 
Referring to the second chArler illned by New HlliDpahire, they lllid : " Your 
petitioners have, agreeable to the demands of Mid Charter, made .Jl poBIIIOle 
e1f'ort8 iu order eft"eetu.Jly to settle said Lands so granted, and have already ex· 
pended Biz Dollars upon F.ach Right or Share, in making Publick BoacD, and in 
other Publiek Services, and oleared upon the 118'feral Lob! ill laid ToYD&bip more 
than fifteen hundred aores of Land ( 81 we judge), and w- vigorously proeecut
ing the settlement of aaid ToWI18hip, When Your Honor !l!llued a Proclamation, 
Laying Claim to .Jl the Land West of Connecticut River (then chartered out by 
the Governor of New Hampshire) 81 belonging to the Government of New York." 
They also statod that the doubt. which had ariaen in their minds in regard to the 
validity of the New Hampshire charter, had retarded the ~ettlement of the town
ship. In order to remove all obJtacles, they oaked for a confirmation grant ; md 
that they might not be compelled to pay more than the usual feea, they prayed 
that the confirmation might be made before the stamp act mould beoome obliga. 
~ry. For a lcmg time, no uotiee appears to have been taken of this petition, and 
when, finally, the attention of the Governor W81 directed to the nbject, instead 
or confirmillg the New Harnpahire charter, he, OD the 11th or May, 17'12, made • 
graat of the township to "Walter Franklin and twenty other persons, principally 
residing in the city of New York." Oa the day !llloving this tl'&lllaCtion, Frank
lin &Dd his ~tea conveyed their right to Luke Knowlton and John Taylor 
of Woroester county, Musachusetta. The titles to all the land in Newfane are by 
eoueq- cWved from the New York ehaner. Ia the ooave.rmce. which 
were made to KnowltoD, .Jlowmoe ,.., wi*hoat dDubt, made iJr the Ianda which 
be then cnmed in tbe townlhip. That his title to a portion of the Ianda ante
dated that derived from Franldin, appears by a memorial pH~eDted to Governor 
Moore or New York, dated J~~n. 28th, 1'16'1, in whieh it ia stated, that at that 
time New Fane Willi partially aettled and iDaprcwed, aDd that .Knoowltoa held 
land there of which he had got posseuion, by deed.-New York Colonial MSS., 
Land Papers, May id, 1761, voL rriii.; Jllly lOth, 17611, vol :liz.; JanHrJ i8th, 
1767, voL z::di.; Thompson's Vermont, Part III., p. 126. 
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ed beyond dispute. There is, however, a strong presumption 
that at the time when Westminster was granted, by the name 
of "Number One," Rockingham received similar privileges 
from Meeeachusetts, under the name of" Number Two." Pre
vious to the year 1750, the township was known as Goldens
town. A charter having been obtained from New Hampshire 
on the 28th of December, 1752, a settlement was commenced 
in the following year by .Moses Wright, Joel Bigelow, and Si
meon Knight, who emigrated from .Maasachusett&. Like other 
towns, similarly situated, it was deserted during the war which 
soon after followed, and on the restoration of peace was organ
ized about the year 1760. "The attention of the first settlers 
was principally directed to fishing for salmon and shad, which 
were then taken in great abundance at Bellows Falls. For this 
reason, agriculture was, for many years, much neglected, and 
the settlement advanced very slowly." Notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, Michael Lovell and Benjamin Bellows Jr., two of 
the principal proprietors, declared, in the year 1765, that there 
were at that time twenty-five families settled in the town, and 
further, that they had made sufficient improvements to fulfil the 
conditions of their charter. 

Townshend, although chartered by New Hampshire on the 
20th of Jnne, 1153, was for many years unvisited and uninha
bited. In the year 1761, the first settlement was commenced by 
Joseph Tyler of Upton, Massachusetts. He was soon joined 
by John Hazeltine, and others from the same town; but of the 
progress which they made in reducing the wilderneBS and in 
advancing the growth oC the new settlement during the six 
years succeeding the close of the war, there are no mean& of 
judging. 

The old township of Hinsdale,* which included lands on both 
sides of the Connecticut, was granted by Massachusetts at a 
very early period. Even after the river had been declared the 
boundary line between the provinces of New Hampshire and 
New York, and the township had in this manner been divided, 
the different parts, although under distinct organizations, still 
retained their original name, and were thus known until the 21st 

• n derind ite ume from the ReY. Ebenezer HiDadell or Binldale, who W8l 

probably one of the oJ"isiDAl proprietor&. This excellent man, of whom an account 
hu already been giYen, aerved for many yeara u chaplain to the neighboring 
garrieont, and by hia 110nnd Judgment and ezcellent counaela, wielded a healthful 
imluenoe onr all with whom he wu broll8ht in contact. 
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of October, 1802, when the name of Hinsdale, in Vermont, 
was changed to that of Vernon. The date of the first grant is 
not accurately known. In a petition, still extant, from Samuel 
Hunt, by his attorney Oliver Willard, which was presented to 
the provincial government of New York on the 3d of N ovem
ber, 1766, it is 'stated, that the tract of land comprised in this 
township, "was purchased of the native Indians and granted 
by the province of the Massachusetts Bay, near one hundred 
years ago, and soon afterwards cultivated and settled; and that 
it was afterwards found to be in the province of New Hamp
shire, and was then confirmed to the proprietors by power dated 
the 3d of September, 1753." The "power" referred to, was the 
charter issued by Governor Benning Wentworth, by which the 
township of Hinsdale, including land on both sides of the C>n
necticut, was regranted to Ebenezer Alexander and ninety-four 
'Others. An alteration was made in this charter or a new one 
was issued on the 26th of September, 1753, by which the grant 
was divided into two towns. The west bank of the river 
formed the line of separation, and each town was known as 
Hinsdale. Portions of the town since known as Vernon were 
subsequently chartered by New York, nnder the names of Hins
dale and Fall Town Gore. 

In a " Narrative of the Controversy" between New York 
and New Hampshire, by Ethan Allen, reference is made to 
the early history of Hinsdale in these words: "This township 
had first been granted by the government of the Massachusetts 
Bay, and upon the settlement of the boundary line between 
the Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire in 1739, it fell 
within the latter, and by that government was granted and 
fully ratified to the inhabitants and proprietors, who, in addi
tion to their title, had also the Indian right." The earliest 
inhabitants were emigrants from Northfield and Northampton, 
Massachusetts. They encountered with spirit and resolution 
the dangers to which they were exposed from their enemies, 
the Indians, and some of the incidents in which they were 
participants have already been recorded. Previous to the 
King's decision of the boundary line between New York 
and New Hampshire, which decision was made on the 20th 
of Jnly, 1764, the Rev. Bunker Gay was settled at Hins
dale, in the "work of the gospel ministry." As "an encou
ragement" to him in his labors, " the inhabitants of Hinsdale, 
then living on both sides of Connecticut river, voted" to give 
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him three hundred and fifty acres of land. Whether the zeal 
of his parishioners became cool as their worldly prospects bright
ened, or whether they deemed it wrong for a servant of heaven 
to be a landholder on earth, does not appear. The land, how
ever, was not allotted; and ~hen there appeared no prospect of 
a better state of affairs, Bunker Gay prayed the government of 
New York for fl?.e gift of a thousand acres in the west part of 
the town, in lieu of the old promise, on which he had ceased to 
rely. No records have yet shown the fate of his petition. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FIRST SE'ITLEMENTS. 

Brattleborough-Fulham or Dummenton-The "Equivalent Land.e"-Fraude
John Kathan-Cheater-Guilford-Peculiarity of ita Organization-Graft.on
Hartford-Norwioh-Plymouth-Reoding-Wind.eor-Pomfret-Hartland
W ood.etook-Thetford-.Sharon-Springfield-W eathemield-Fairlee-GuUd
hnll-Cavendiah-Andover-Bradford-Lunenburgh-Newbury- Col Jacob 
Bayley-Immigration. 

THE first civilized settlement within the boundaries of V er
mont was made at Fort Dummer, in the south-eastern corner 
of the township subsequently known as Brattleborough, in the 
year 1724. The charter of Brattleborough was issued by New 
Hamsphire on the 26th of December, 1753, but several years 
elapsed before any attempts were made to colonize those portions 
of the town which are now comprised within the limits of the 
east and west villages. One of the principal proprietors 
was Col. William Brattle of Boston, and to him the town 
owes its name. Josiah Willard, Nathan Willard, David Sar
geant, David Sargeant Jr., John Sargeant, Thomas Sargeant, 
John Alexander, Fairbank Moore and son, Samuel Wells, and 
John Arms, were among the first settlers, and were all from 
Massachusetts, with the exception of John and Thomas Sar
geant, and John Alexander, who were born at Fort Dummer. 
John Sargeant is believed to have been the first white person 
born in the state. His father and his brother David were 
ambushed by the Indians, and the fonner was killed and 
scalped. The latter was carried' into captivity, and adopted 
the Indian habits and manners, but subsequently abandoned his 
gvage pursuits and companions, and returned to his friends. 
Governor Wentworth manifested much interest in the early set
tlement of this town and of Rockingham, and in both of them, 
according to his own statement, he was at " considerable ex-
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pense in erecting milia." Brattleborough was at an early period 
a fiourishing settlement, and prosperity has at all times subse
quent characterized ita eondition. 

The township of Dummereton includes within its limita a por· 
tion of the territory which was formerly lwown, and has been 
previotJSly spoken of, as the " Equivalent Lands." After these 
lands had pused from the hands of the government of Connec
ticut, in the year 1116, they were held by gentlemen from 
Connecticut, lfaasachusetts, and London. Application having 
been made by five of the proprietol"8 to Samuel Partridge 
of Hatfield, lriaseaehnsetta, one of His Majesty's justices of the 
peace, desiring him, in his official capacity, and in accordance 
with the laws of the province, to appoint a meeting of all the 
proprietors, Major John Stoddard of Northampton was, on the 
26th of March, 1718, directed to make the appointment. In 
obedience to this order, Major Stoddard issued the following 
notification on the 28th, which was posted " at some public 
place" in the county of Hampshire : 

"These may certify all persons concerned, but more especially 
the several and respective proprietol"8 of the Equivalent Lan~ 
so called, lying in the county of Hampshire:-

"That pursuant to a law of the province, and at the desire 
of five of the proprietors of the said lands, the Honorable 
Samnel Partridge, Esq., hath appointed the fil"8t Wednesday of 
Jnne next, at two o'clock in the afternoon, at the Green Dragon 
Tavern, in Boston, to be the time and place for a meeting of the 
said proprieton, in order to the choosing of a proprietor's clerk, 
the appointing a committee to be selected out of their number for 
aueh purposes as shall be agreed on, the dividing or disposing of 
their &aid propriety or any part thereof, the choosing an agent or 
general attorney to represent, manage, and act for them, to regu· 
late meetings for the future, etc. I do, therefore, hereby, in obe
dience to a warrant directed to me for that end from the said 
justice, infonn and give notice to all the proprietol"8 of said 
Lands, that there will be a meeting at the time and place, and 
for the ends aforementioned, and they are hereby desired to 
give their Rttendance accordingly." 

The "Equivalent Lao.d.s" were afterwards allotted by mutual 
agreement, and it is probable that the allotment took place at 
the meeting notified by the above warrant. The tract situated 
above Northfield, including portions of the present towns of Put
ney, Dummel"8ton, and Brattleborough, fell in the partition to 
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William Dummer, afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of Massa
chusetts, Anthony Stoddard, William Brattle, and John White, 
"and a deed thereof" was made to them by Gurdon Sal.tonstall 
and others, "as their part and proportion." 

Between the years 1744 and 1750, when attention was first 
aroused to the subject of settling the lands on Connecticut river, 
situated between the north line of :M888SChusetts and Number 
Four, the idea was prevalent that Governor Wentworth of New· 

. Hampshire had received ad vices from Great Britain, instructing 
him to give to the inhabitants of Massachusetts who were pro
prietors under that province within the specified limits, the 
privilege of the first choice of lands ; and in case they should re
fuse to take out charters under New Hampshire, then to extend 
the privilege to whoever should next apply. In the year 1750 
Joseph Blanchard of Amherst, New Hampshire, was sent to sur
vey the territory which it was in contemplation to grant. His 
examination having been completed, the old proprietors of the 
"Equivalent Lands" petitioned the Governor of New Hamp
shire for a grant of that tract, and a portion of the adjacent ter
ritory. Accordingly, on the 26th of December, 1753, the "Equi
valent Lands," together with a " considerable quantity of other 
lands, was formed into three townships, beginning at the north 
bounds of Hinsdale, on the west side of the river, and extending 
back about six miles, and so far up the river" as to enclose the 
required amount. Previous to this, the whole of the "Equiva
lent Lands" had been known by the name of Dummerston. 
The proprietary of Dummerston, with the territory added by 
New Hampshire, was now divided into the townships of Ful
ham, Putney, and Brattleborough. The name Fulham * was 
afterwards changed to Dummerston, but at what time no 
record shows. As late as 1773, the town was called by both 
names. 

In the charters of the three towns, the names of several new 
proprietors were admitted, but particular care was taken that the 
rights of the original grantees should not be infringed. In a peti
tion presented by these grantees to Governor Wentworth, in the 
year 1760, he was requested to confirm to Anna Powell, who held 
the share formerly belonging to Governor Dummer, one quarter 
part of the" Equivalent Lands," and to the heirs of Anthony Stod
dard, to the heirs of John White, and to William Brattle, each, a 

• In old dooumenta, the name ia Bpelled Fullum, Fullham, BDd Fulham 
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like portion. The confirmation was made in accordance with 
these instructions, and it was generally supposed that satisfaction 
had been given to all concerned. At the close of the war, when 
Governor Wentworth had recommenced his prodigal system of 
apportioning lands, there came to Portsmouth from Pomfret, 
Connecticut, one Isaac Dana, who stated that" a certain Mr. 
White" had an interest in the "Equivalent Lands," but that no 
portion had been given him in the allotment which had been 
made seven years previous. To compensate for this neglect, 
Dana asked for the grant of a township. Col. Josiah Willard 
of Winchester, New Hampshire, who was present, told him that 
if any wrong had been done, the blame lay with Col. Brattle, 
who had acted as agent for the proprietors of the "Equivalent 
Lands," and had ordered all matters "to his liking." Notwith
standing this declaration, Dana received, on the 8th of July, 
1761, a patent for the township of Pomfret, .on the New 
Hampshire Grants, and departed satisfied. It is doubtful 
whether the heirs of White ever received any benefit from this 
tran.saction. 

A few days passed, and there appeared at Portsmouth " one 
William Story, a gentleman from Boston." He also complained 
oi the injustice which had been done White's heirs in the dis
tribution of the " Equivalent Lands," and prayed for redress 
or compensation. Col. Theodore Atkinson, the Governor's 
secretary, was very merry when this claim was proffered, deem
ing it as fraudulent. But his laugh was no more effective 
than had been the reasoning of Willard, and to Story and his 
associates was set off the township of Bernard on the 17th of 
July, 1761, though the application had at first been made 
in the name of the injured heirs of the injured White. On 
the 11th of August, 1766, one Joseph Bryant discovered that 
in the charter of the township of Putney, " only about two 
thirds" of the names of the heirs of White had been inserted. 
He also ascertained that other names had been substituted 
ior those of the unlucky one third, by which a great wrong 
had been committed. A memorial containing this and kin. 
dred information, was in consequence dispatched to Henry 
Moore, Governor of New York. Whether that official ex
hibited on this occasion a disposition as yielding as that 
which characterized the conduct of Governor Wentworth, it is 
impossible to say. As to the frauds which were afterwards 
practised by means of John White's neglected title, old 
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manuscripiB, soiled land papers, and formal depositions are 
silent.* 

Soon after the charter of Fnlham was granted, John Kathan, 
who had resided within the limits of the town since the year 
1T52, united with a number of pel"80ns, purchased in conj~ 
tion with them, from the New Hampshire proprietors, a part of 
the township, and in the year 1754, according to his own acconnt, 
removed there, "with his wife and seven or eight helpless chil
dren." Possessing the qualities of industry and peneveranee 
-qualities especially necessary to the successful management of 
a new settlement, he addressed himself with energy to his task, 
and" did actually clear and improve above a hundred and twenty 
acres, and built a good dwelling-house, barn, and all necessary 
offices, and also a saw mill, and potash workB." In order to 
guard his. improvements, he was "at a considerable expense in 
building a fort round his house," and was "under the disagree
able necessity of residing therein during the course of a tedious 
and distressing war." Misfortune rendered his toil more severe. 

• MS8. in eoDDeotion with a depoliti.on made by Imr.el Williams, June 29th, 
1786. Depolition of Joseph Blanchard, dated Amherat, N. H., Augnat '1th, 1'18'1. 
Petition of J011eph Bryant, dated August 11th, 1'166, in Colonial MSB., Land 
Papers, office Sec. State, N. Y., voL :ui. To the MS. " Recorda of the public 
Proceeding~ of the Town of Dumerston, aliaa Town of Fullham," the annexed 
aooount of the ail'Cumat.anoee attending the early hiatory of that propriet&ry ia 
prefixed u an " Introduction." 

"The tract of land called Dumeraton Ia a part of the tract of land on the 
welt aide of Connecticut river, formerly granted to Conaeot.Wut government 
• an equivalent tor 10111e Ianda which the province of lrf.ueachuaetta Bay had 
granted to their planter&, which upon inquiry wu found to be within the 
government of Connecticut: in order to aecure the property of ye 110il to the 
Ma.eeachuaette planters, that government granted to Connecticut the property of 
sundry tracte of their province land, one of which wu the traet here mentioned, 
which the f!OVernment of Oounectlout 10ld to IUildry private gentlemen, among 
wllome were the late Honourable Wm. Dumer & [Anthony] Stader, Eeq., whoee 
heira are now the proprietor& of one half of the whole tract on Connecticut river, 
mpposed to contain 48,000 acrea. The IBid Wm. Dumer being the oldeat pro
prietor, the tract wu called after him. The name J& now kept up in aclmowledge
ment of the title from the original grant of the .Ma.achuaetta government, which 
is the title the land ia now held by. On the settlement of the jurisdictional line 
of the provinco of M11818Chuaette Bay with that of New Hampshire, the tract of 
land here mentioned fell within the limits of New Hampshire government, whieh 
Incorporated the whole into three toWDihipe, including in the midcDe toWllllhipe. 
the greate1t pan of the l.llllda belonging to the heira of Wm. Dumer & [Anthon7] 
Stader, ud ealled the 1l8111e of it Fullham, by virtue of which the privileges of a 
town are now held : besides the town of Fullham, what ia lmown by the name 
of Dumeraton includes nearly one half of the town of Putney."-n-rda, 1'1'11, 
17'14, p. 10. Appendix to Deming's Catalogue, p. 142. 
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His eldest daughter was taken prisoner by the Indians. For two 
years and a half he knew nothing of her fate, but at the end of 
1hat time she returned home, Ool Peter Schuyler having "paid a 
ransom off our hundred livree for her redemption from captiTity." 

In the yeR 175i, a ferry waa established between W estmore
land, New Hampshire, and the proprietary of Dummerston, and 
about the same period a similar method of communication was 
arranged between the latter place and ·the town of Chesterfield. 
The settlement, although much disturbed by the war, was not 
allowed to die, and a few years after the restoration of order, 
John Kathan and his eighteen 8880ciates with their families 
were rapidly subduing the foresta of Fulham, and accomplish
ing the conditi0118 of their charter. 

To John Baldridge and others the lands now comprised in 
the township of Chester, were granted on the 2M of February, 
1754, by the name of Flamstead. Under thia :first New Hamp
ahire charter no settlements were made, and by this neglect 
the proprieton no doubt forfeited their rights. A second 
charter to Daniel Hayward and his 8880Ciates, issued by the 
same province on the 3d of November, 1761, gave to the town 
the name of New Flamstead, and divided it into seventy-four 
equal shares. Under this charter the proprietors held a num
ber of meetings, but none in Chester until about the year 1164. 
Their first appointed clerk was John Goulding, who held that office 
from 1761 to 1163. In the latter year, Thomas Chandler Sen., 
who being interested in the settlement of Walpole, New Hamp
ahire, had been appointed a selectman of that town, turned 
his attention towards the colonization of New Flamstead. 
His son, Thomas Chandler Jr., was chosen to succeed John 
Goulding, and was clerk until the year 1167. Doring the year 
1763, the elder Chandler, with hia sons John and Thomas 
Chandler Jr., removed to New Flamstead, and was followed 
by Jabez Sargeant, Edward Johnson, Isaiah Johnson, Charles 
llann, William Warner, Ichabod Ide, and Ebenezer Holton, 
from W oodstook, Connecticut, and Worcester and Malden, 
M81!88Chusett& The first birth in the town was that of Thomas 
Chester Chandler, on the 26th of December, 1163. By a third 
ebarter issued by New York on the 14th of July, 1166, Thomas 
Chandler Sen. and his &ll80ciates became proprietors of the 
town, and ita name was changed to Chester. Under this patent 
the town was organized in June, 1761, and by authority derived 
from it, lands in Chester are now held. 
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The town of Guilford was chartered by New Hampshire on 
the 2d of April, 1754, to fifty-four proprietors, principally from 
Massachusetts. The account of the early civil and political con
dition of this town, given by Thompson in his " Gazetteer of 
V erm.Qnt," is in the words following :-"When granted, the town 
was a perfect wilderness, yet by the charter, the grantees were 
to hold their first meeting for the choice of officers, etc., on the 
1st of May, 17 54, and on the first Tuesday of March ever after
wards. It seems the town was first organized by and under 
the very grant itself. Power was given to the grantees to tran
sact the business of the town as a majority should see fit, 
subject only to the control of the Parliament of England. 
This little enterprising band, composed of Samuel Hunt, John 
Chandler, David Field, Elijah Williams, Micah Rice, Ira Car
penter, and others, having little to fear from the nominal power 
of Parliament, in the wilderness of Vermont, assumed the 
title, which was virtually created by their charter, of a little 
independent Republic. By the records of their first meetings, 
they appear to have been governed by certain committees, 
chosen for the purpose of snrveying the lands, laying out roads, 
drawing the shares or lots, taxing the rights, etc., but their 
greatest object was to procure and encourage settlers. Their 
meetings were held at Greenfield, N orth:field, Hinsdale, or 
Brattleborough, until1765, when their first meeting was held at 
Guilford. There was a condition, which, if not performed, 
went to defeat the grant. The grantees were to settle, clear 
and cultivate, in five years, five acres for every fifty in said 
township. Although much time and money were spent in 
making roads and clearing lands, yet on the 20th of March, 
1764, the gran,tees, by a special committee chosen, petitioned 
the Governor 'bf New Hampshire for a confirmation of their 
grant, and an extension of the time, stating that the interven
tion of an Indian war had made it impracticable for them to 
fulfil the conditions of the charter.* Their prayer was granted, 
and the time for settling the town extended to the 1st of 
January, 1766. From the time the charter was confirmed in 
1764, the town began to be rapidly settled by emigrants from 
Massachusetts and other New England provinces. Through 

• The charter of Guilford wae renewed and extended on three different oooa
eionll. The firet exteneion w11 dated July 6th, 1'161, the eeooud, March iOth, 
1'164, and the third, June 'Ttb, 1 '164. 
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the policy of the original proprietors, the first settlers begau 
upon lots of fifty acres, in order to fulfil the condition of the 
grant. So rapid waa the increaae of popnlation, that the town 
1100n became the largest in the state aa to numbers. Yet there 
W88 not a single village in the township, or rather, the whole 
township wae a village--all the hills and valleys were smoking 
with hots." 

In this township, three hundred and fifty acres constituted a 
share. The nsnal reservations for public purposes were made, 
but the governor's right waa located upon the only mountain in 
the township, from which circumstance the elevation baa since 
been known as "Governor Mountain." Although the conduct 
of the proprietors waa in general fair and generous, yet in one 
instance love of gain appears to have predominated over scru
pulous honesty. Not content with obtaining good prices for 
the land contained within their grant, they located and sold 
"one whole tier of hundred acre lots, north, beyond the extent 
of their charter," and to this day these lots are comprised with
in the limits of the town. The first land waa cleared in 1758, 
by Jonathan and Elisha Hunt, on the farm since occupied by 
the Rev • .Asa Haynes. The first settlement waa made in Sep
tember, 1761, by Micah Rice and family, on the place since 
occupied by Jeremiah Greenleaf. These adventurers were fol
lowed by Jonathan Bigelow, J ohoBarney, Daniel Lynds, William 
Bigelow, Ebenezer Goodenough, Paul Chase, Thomas Cutler, 
John Shepardson, and others. " They came into town by the 
way of Broad Brook. Beginning at the mouth of that stream 
on Connecticut river in Vernon, and passing up on its banks, 
they found their way into Guilford." Tlus road, although the 
only one by which the town could then be reached, waa im
passable with teams, and the settlers, for some time, were com
pelled either "to boil or pound their corn, or go fifteen miles 
to mill with a grist upon their backs." Snch are some of the 
circumstances pertaining to the early settlement of Guilford. 

The town of Grafton waa granted, on the 8th of April, 1754, 
to Jonathan Whitney, William Holt, Nathaniel Harris, and 
sixty-one associates, by the name of Thomlinson, and waa the 
last town chartered by New Hampshire previous to the breaking 
out of the French war. On the 9th of July, 1761, the time for 
fulfilling some of the conditions of the charter was extended. 
A new charter was granted on the 1st of September, 1763, to 
the same persons who had held the former one, and the old name 
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was retained. In the year 1768, a Mr. Hinkley and his family, 
with two other families, remoTed to the toWIWrlp, and began a 
settlement on what was afterwards called Hinkley Brook. They 
soon abandoned their undertaking, and from that time there 
was no permanent settlement within the borders of the town 
until the year 1780. The name Grafton was substituted for 
that of Thomlinson on the 31st of October, 1791. 

Hartford, the first township granted by New Hampshire east 
of the Green Mountains after the close of the French war, was 
chartered on the 4th of July, 1761. The original grantees, aixty
fonr in number, were principally from Lebanon, Connecticut. 
Prince Tracy, James Pinneo Jr., and Jonathan Marsh consti
tuted the proprietors' committee. Within a few months after 
the charter was obtained, sixty-four fifty acre lots were laid out, 
one of which was given to each proprietor to hold in severalty. 
In 1768, the township was surveyed, and proper marks were 
placed at the comers, and between the comers at the end of 
every mile. At the same time allowance was made fOt" highways, 
and some of them were partially prepared for llSe. These im
provements occupied a part of the summer, and were made by 
ten of the grantees. In the summer of 1764, the same persons 
renewed their exertions, and in that year, Elijah, Solomon, and 
Bcnajah Strong emigrated with their families from Lebanon, 
Connecticut, and made the first permanent settlement. They 
were followed during the next year by twelve other families, 
and on the 8th of:March, 1768, the town was regularly organized. 
The first child born in town was Roger, son of Ebenezer Gillett. 
This event occurred on the 6th of August, 1767. From the 
time the town was chartered until its organization, the proprie
tors displayed much energy in effecting a settlement, and by 
their strenuous efforts the requisitions of the charter, under 
which they held, were faithfully fulfilled. 

On the 4th of July, 1761, under a patent from New Hamp
shire, the township of Norwich was granted by the name of 
Norwhich, to Eleazer Wales and his associates, and was organ
ized in Connecticut on the 26th of August following. In 1762, 
the township was apportioned by lot. Although at that time 
the neighboring country was for miles around covered with 
untrodden wildernesses, yet this did not deter the advance of 
civilli:ation. A few years later, cottages and cabins had sprung 
up in Norwich ; and at Lebanon and Hanover, in New Hamp
shire, patches of cleared ground bore witness to the presence of 
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the sturdy pioneer. The first settlers in Norwich were Jacob 
Fenton, Ebenezer Smith, and John Slafter from Mansfield, 
Connecticut, Jacob Burton and .A.sa, his son, from Stonington, 
in ·the same province,- and the Messenger and Hutchinson 
families. In 1766, a saw mill was built by the Burtons, a little 
west of N orwieh plain, and from that period the growth of the 

. town was constant and certain.* 
Plymouth, the next town chartered by New Hampshire, was 

granted to Jeremiah Hall, John Grimes, and sixty-two other 
proprietors, by the name of Saltash, on the 6th of July, 1761. 
The township, although early surveyed and divided under the 
original charter, was regranted by New York on the 13th of 
May, 1772, to Ichabod Fisher. No settlement was commenced 
within its limits until the year 1777, and the town was not 
organized until ten years later. On the 23d of February, 1797, 
the name of Saltash was superseded by that of Plymouth. 

The township of Reading was chartered by New Hampshire 
on the same day on which Saltash received its patent, but could 
not boast of any inhabitants until the year 1779, when .Andrew 
Spear and his family moved thither from W al.'pole, New Hamp
shire. For several years they were the only residents in the 
place. The original grantees were Zedekiah Stone, Israel 
Stowell, Jonathan Hammond, and their associates to the num
ber of fifty-nine. On the 6th of March, 1172, the township was 
granted by New York to Simon Stevens and others. It was 
organized on the 30th of March, 1780. A saw mill was built 
during the same year, and Reading became a thriving settle
ment. 

Windsor, the date of whose charter is the same as that 
of the two preceding towns, was granted to Samuel Ashley, 
Jacob Cummings, and fifty-seven other persons, who immedi
ately organized as a proprietary body, and " proceeded to sur
vey, make a plan of, and allot the town." The first permanent 
settlement was commenced by Capt. Steele Smith, who with his 
family removed from Farmington, Connecticut, in August, 1764. 
In the following spring," Major Elisha Hawley, Capt. Israel 
Curtis, Deacon Hezekiah Thompson, Deacon Thomas Cooper, 
and some others" became inhabitants of the town, and before . 

• A etatement of the opinions which obtain reepeeting the flntaettlen of Nor
wieh will be found in Thompeon'e Vt., Part lll., p. 180, &Dd in Powere'a Cool 
Country, pp. 13'1-1-41. 

8 
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the close of the'year 1165, the number of families in the new 
settlement amounted to sixteen. Before the arrival of Capt. 
Smith, Solomon Emmons and his wife had built a hut within 
the town limits, where they resided, although they " had not 
purchased the land, nor made any improvements with a view 
to a pennanent settlement."* Windsor was granted by New 
York to David Stone 2d, and his aseociates, on the 7th of 
July, 1766. On the 2d of March, 1772, it was regranted by 
the same province to Zedekiah and David Stone, and their 
associates. A third and last grant of the township was made 
by New York to Nathan Stone, and twenty-two other grantees, 
on the 28th of March, 1772. The :first settlers of the town 
regarded the Stones with high respect. Upright in character, 
they were fully entitled to be held in estimation. By their 
exertions and enterpriae they increased the wealth and pra&
perity of Windsor, and rendered it at an early period one of the 
most flourishing and popular villages on the" Grants." 

Pomfret, although chartered on the 8th of July, 1161, was 
n.ot settled until the year 1770. Its original proprietors were 
sixty;Hx in number, of whom Isaac Dana was the principal 
person. Most of the proprietors were inhabitants of Pomfret, 
Connecticut. The name of Israel Putnam stands conspicuous 
in the list, but except as one of the grantees, he appears to have 
had no share in the settlement of the township. t 

The township of Hartland was originally granted by New 
Hampshire to Samuel Hunt and his aseociates, by the name of 
Hertford, on the lOth of July, 1761. Its settlement was com
menced in May, 1763, by Timothy Lull, who had been pre
viously living at DUIBJD.erston. Having concluded to remove 
ro Hertford, he purchased a log canoe, and taking with him his 

• " MI'IL Emmona wu the tint, and for 110me time the only white woman who 
realded in the town." She wu very uaeful to the early inhabitanta, being tor a 
long time the only midYife within many milea around. During the latter put 
or her liCe ehe wu eupported by the town. Her death occurred in the year 
1838. To Samuel Smith, a liOn of Capt. Steele Smith, ie aooorded the privilege or 
primogeniture among the children born in WindiiOr. Hie birth took place July 
2d, 17611. He died in 1842, aged eeventy .. even yeai'IL-Thompton'e Vt., Part 
m, p. 1 H. Appendix to Deming'a Catalogue, p. 201. 

t On the 3d or July, 1766, John Stark applied to Governor Moore or New 
York, for r. grant or 8000 acree of land in the 110nth..-t eorner of Pomfret. 
Accompanying hie requeat wu a cert.iAcate from Thomu Gr.ge, ligned September 
eth, 1'7611, ~Wing tilat Capt. John Str.rk eerved under Capt. Bogen during the 
war.-New York Colonial MSS., Lr.Dd Papel'l, July 3d, 1768, voL ui. 
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f'amily, which collSisted of a wife and four children, and such 
furniture as they needed, paddled up Connecticut river. 
Arriving at the mouth of a certain stream in Hertford, he 
anchored his boat and landed his family. Taking then a junk 
bottle, he broke it in the presence of his wife and children, and 
named the stream Lull's Brook-the name by which it has ever 
since been known. Proceeding up the brook about a mile, he 
came to a deserted log-hut, situated near the place now called 
Sumner's village. Here he commenced a settlement. For 
many years he suffered privations and hardships," but possessing 
a strong constitution and a vigorous mind, he overcame all 
obstacles, accumulated a handsome property, lived respected, 
and died generally lamented." His son Timothy was the first 
child born in the town.* The settlers who followed Mr. Lull, 
were mostly emigrants from Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
In 1765, thirty was the number of the inhabitants in the town. 
On the 23d of July, 1766, the charter of the town was confirmed 
by New York to Oliver Willard, and the grantees associated 
with him. The first town meeting was held on the 11th of 
lla,ch, 1767. Much inconvenience having arisen from the 
similarity between the name of Hertford and that of Hartford 
the adjoining town, Hertford was, by an act of the Legislature 
of Vermont passed June 15th, 1782, altered to Hartland, which 
name is still retained. 

Woodstock was established by charter from New Hampshire, 
on the lOth of July, 1761. The grantees were David Page, 
and sixty-one associates. On the 5th of September, 1766, a 
representation was made to the Colonial Assembly of New 
York, by Page and Jonathan Grout of Petersham, Massachu
setts, by which it appeared that they, in company with a few 
of the original grantees, purchased of the rest ten thousand 
acres of land in Woodstock, soon after the charter was issued, 
and divided the purchase into lots. For these reasons they 
requested that the land might be confirmed to them by charter. 
The fate of this petition is not known, but on the 28th of Febm
ary, 1771, New York granted the township to Oliver Willard 
and othe~ and a charter to this effect was issued on the 3d of 
June, 1772. The first settlement in the town was commenced 
by James Sanderson, who removed hither with his family in 

• Hill birth took plaee in December, 1'164, and on this occaeion, "the midwife 
,.. drawn by the father from Charlestown, upon the ice, a distance of twenty· 
three milee, u.ron a handaled."-Thompeon'e Vt., Pnrt III., p. 88. 
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the year 1 '768. In the year 1 '772, there were only forty-two 
inhabita.nf:B in the place.* 

The charter of the town of Thetford was signed by Governor 
Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire, on the 12th of August, 
1761. The first settlement within its borders was made by 
John Chamberlain, familiarly known as "Old Quail John," 
who removed hither froni Hebron, Connecticut, in 1764:. On 
the 13th of December in the same year, his daughter Susannah 
was born. This was the first birth in the town. During the 
year 1 '765, the Baldwin and Hosford families removed to Thet
tord. The town was organized on the lOth of May, 1768.t 

To John Taylor and sixty-one associates, the charter of 
Sharon was issued by New Hampshire on the 17th of August, 
1761. The settlement of the town was commenced by emigrants 
from Connecticut, in 1765. Robert Havens and his family 
were probably the first persons who spent the winter within its 
limits. But little is known concerning any of the pioneers who 
succeeded in planting a colony in this part of the New Hamp
shire Grants. In a civil point of view the right of primogeni
ture belongs to Elias Marsh, who was born on the 25th. of 
March, 1768. The town was organized on the 8th of March in 
the same year. 

In the year 1753, before the commencement of the French 
war, and eight years previous to the date of the charter of the 
town of Springfield, Daniel Sawtell, Jacob Sawtell, Oliver 
Sawtell, Combs House, Samuel Dougl888, Oliver Farnsworth, 
Joseph Douglass, Noah Porter, Nathaniel Powers, Simeon 
Powers and Simeon Powers Jr., " being poor and indigent, 
and unable to purchase lands in any of the inhabited towns of 
his Majesty's provinces"-while the lands in ~;:aid Springfield 
"lay in the open wilderness, waste and. until'd, without yield
ing any revenue to his Majesty, or profits to his subjects"-" did, 
for his Majesty's profit," as well as for the support of' themselves, 
their wives, and their children, "enter upon, till and improve 
part of the lands in said Springfield." During the war they 

• In December, 1'768, Lord Townshend and his 11880eiatee petitioned Governor 
Hoore of New York for a grant of the township of Woodetoek by the name o{ 
Baynham Hall, promiaing to eettle And cultivate it. The requeet 11ppeare to 
have been diamieeed.-New York Colonial MSS., Land Papers, December, 1786, 
voL uiL 

t A number of entertaining incidents relative to the early settlers of Thetford 
may be found in Powers's Coos Country, pp. 144-162. 
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defended their possessions" at the peril" of their own lives, and 
by the loes of the lives of some of their "friends and neigh boars," 
and " were as a guard to those places," located further down 
the river, which "were exposed to the rage of an heathen and 
savage foe." After the reduction of Canada, and the defeat of 
their " Popish enemies," they renewed their labors with greater 
energy, and succeeded in establishing a prosperons and attrac>
tive settlement. The first charter of the town was issued under 
the seal of New Hampshire, on the 20th of August, 1761. In 
the same year John Kilburn purchased of the proprietors one 
right containing three hundred and sixty acres, and shortly 
after "did enter upon, clear, cultivate and till said lands, 
according to the conditions of the charter under which the 
lands were then held, and also erected thereon a dwelling
bonae." In 1162, Simon Stevens became an inhabitant of the 
town, and by his example and individual efforts, did mnch to 
alleviate the wants, and add to the happiness of the settlers. 

The governors of New Hampshire and New York, in grant
ing lands on theN ew Hampshire Grants, were not always actu
ated by the purest principles in the choice of grantees. In the 
case of the early settlers of Springfield, their conduet was espe
cially worthy of reprobation. At the conclusion of the war, 
Daniel Sawtell and his associates petitioned Governor Want
worth for a patent of the lands which they had improved, or 
for " such part thereof as he should think fit." From some 
unaccountable reason, the Governor. refused to assent to their 
request, and on the 20th of August, 1761, gave a charter of the 
whole township to Gideon Lyman and sixty-one asaociates. 
Not one of the original settlers was named in this instrument, 
and thus they were placed entirely at the mercy of men who 
were at liberty to dictate whatever tetms they might deem moet 
subservient to their own interests. "Without any regard to the 
great dangers and hard labour" which the early settlers had 
tmdergone in maintaining pOBBession of, and preparing for culti
vation tlte lands which they had so long considered their own, 
tlte New Hampshire grantees sued out writs of ejectment, and 
obtained judgments against them. Executions were then 
issued, their possessions were taken, they themselves were 
threatened with imprisonment in default of the payment of 
the costs and charges of the suits which had been decided 
against them, and their families were "thereby brought to dis
tress and want." Meantime the decree of ~eKing in Connell, 

Digitized by Goog le 



118 BISTORY OF EASTERN VERMONT. [17 5o-1 170. 

dated July 20th, 1764, had declared the New Hampshire 
Grants to be within the province of New York. On this infor
mation the original settlers, in a petition dated November 13th, 
1764, prayed Lieutenant-Governor Cadwallader Colden for a 
grant of Springfield, or in case this request was too great, that 
they might "be permitted still to inhabit those lands, and in 
some measure reap the benefit" of their past labor. In reply, 
the governor stated that he should "always be disposed to 
favour those who had settled and cultivated the lands, especially 
such as had been in possession f'or a considerable time." At the 
same time he informed them, that before proceeding further in 
the matter, he should be obliged to receive his Majesty's orders. 
Another petition was presented, on the 15th of August, 1765, by 
Nathaniel Powers and twenty-nine others, of whom a portion 
were the original settlers, asking a recognition of their rights, 
but, like the former, it met with a similar reception. A few 
days subsequent to the presentation of this last petition, 
Gideon Lyman and his associates informed the Governor of 
New York that the township of Springfield had been granted to 
them by New Hampshire. " In faith of this grant," said 
Lyman, "your petitioner and the other persons interested 
therein, have already made considerable improvements and set
tlements" in Springfield, " and are willing and desirous to com
pleat the settlement thereof." These conflicting petitions seemed 
tor a time to puzzle the Governor of New York, but in the event 
the grant of Springfield was confirmed to Gideon Lyman and 
his associates on the 16th of March, 1712.* 

As to the organization of this town, little is definitely known. 
There are still extant two notifications for town meetings, from 
which the following information is derived. One is dated, 
" Province of New Hampshire," March 1st, 1764, and is 
signed by Samuel Scott, Simon Stevens, George Hall, Timothy 
Spencer, Taylor Spencer, and Abner Bisbee, inhabitants of 
Springfield. It is directed, " To Simon Stevens, Constable of 
Springfield and Province aforesaid," and requires him "In his 
Majesty's name" to " N otifie and warn ye Freeholders and 
other Inhabitants of s4 Town that are Dnely quallified by Law 
to Vote in Town Meetings, that they aesemble and meet at ye 
House of Joseph Littles in Springfield afores'd on Tuesday y• 

• N. Y. Cillonial MSB., Land Papera, Nov. 13th, ToL xviii. 1'1M: voL zix., 
Aug. 16th, Sept. 19th, 1'766. 
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13th of this Instant, at 10 of y• Clock in ye forenoon." The 
object of the meeting is stated to be, "1st, to Choose a Moder&
tor to govern s4 meeting-2dly, to choose Town Officers 
agreeable to Charter." At the foot of this paper is a note by 
the constable, declaring that he read the warrant in town meet
ing on " :March ye 13th," and on the back is an endorsement of 
the same date, showing that George Hall was chosen moder&
tor, and that the meeting was then adjourned to the 26th of 
the same month. The other notification, similar in form, is 
dated J nly 13th, 1764, and is signed by Simon Stevens and 
Abner Bisbee. It is directed to J ehiel Simmons, and at the 
meeting to be held on the 22d current, the business to be 
attended to, is "1st, to Choose a Moderator to Govern said 
meeting-2dly, to see whether the Town will accept of the 
Roade, known by y• name of Crownpoint Roade, which leads 
Through s4 Town-8dly, to see whether the Town will Repair 
said Roade." From these statements it may be reasonably 
concluded that the town was organized before the year 1764.* 

The grantees of Weathersfield were principally from New 
Haven, Connecticut, and the charter of the township was 
issued by New Hampshire, on the 20th of August, 1761. 
From a report made by the proprietors of the town in Septem
ber, 1765, it appeared that they had been "at great charge and 
expense in laying out the township into allotments," and further 
that they had cleared and cultivated a portion of the lands 
which they owned, and erected a number of honses. In a 
petition addressed to the Lient.-Governor of New York, on the 
17th of October, 1766, they expressed a sincere desire to be 
protected while engaged in accomplishing the work incident 
to the commencement of a settlement. Their pioneer history, 
were it known, would, it is probable, resemble that of the early 
inhabitants of most of the towns situated along the valley of Con
necticut river. · The colonizers of the New Hampshire Grants 
were men and women who were aware that their future lives 
were to be lives of toil and self-sacrifice, and for this reason 
they were prepared to grapple with adversity in whatever 
tbnn it might appear. On the 8th of April, 1772, the town 
was regranted by the government of New York, to Gideon 
Lyman and his associates. 

The township of Fairlee, which formerly included the towns 

• Old MBS. in ~ion of Hon. William II. Pinl"1· 
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now known as Fairlee and West Fairlee, was chartered by 
patent from Nevi Hampshire, on the 9th of September, 1761. 
Josiah Chauncey, Joseph Hubbard, and their associates, were 
the grantees. In the year 1766, a certain Mr. Baldwin, who 
before that time had been a resident of Thetford, removed to 
Fairlee, and commenced a settlement within the limits of the 
town. According to the account of Mr. Thompson, the author 
of the "Gazetteer of Vermont," Samuel Miller, Samuel Bentley, 
Noah Dewey, Joel White, and William and David Thompson, 
were inhabitants of the town in 1768. This statement is par
tially controverted by Grant Powers, on the authority of one 
of the early settlers of Orford, New Hampshire. The town 
was probably organized in 1775, when Samuel Smith waa 
chosen town clerk.* 

The charter of Guildhall was iBBUed by the government of 
New Hampshire, on the lOth of October, 1761. The grantees 
were Elihu Hall and sixty-four associates. In 1764-, a settle
ment was commenced in the lower part of the town, which was 
then supposed to be a part of Lunenburgh, by David Page, 
Timothy Nash, and George Wheeler. In 1775, Enoch Hall, 
Micah Amy, and James Rosbrook became residents of the town. 
Eleazer Rosbrook and Samuel Page joined the little band of 
settlers in 1778, and in the following year David Hopkinson 
and Reuben and Simeon Howe were added to the number. 
" The first settlers," observes Thompson, " suffered severe pri
vations and hardships for a number of years. They brought 
their grain and provisions, in canoes, from Northfield, Massa
chusetts, a distance of more than one hundred and fifty miles. 
During the revolutionary war, they were in continual alarm, 
and were frequently annoyed by the Indians and Tories, who 
killed their cattle, plundered their houses, and carried a 
number of the inhabitants into captivity.'' The first town 
meeting of which record is made, was held in March, 1785. 

The town of Cavendish was chartered by tl1e Governor of 
New Hampshire, on the 12th of October, 1761. The principal 
grantee was Amos Kimball. In the following year a number 
of the proprietors visited the township, surveyed it, allotted the 
shares in severalty, and, according to their own account," were 
in great forwardness, when disputes arose," which caused them 
to abandon the undertaking. A disposition to renew this 

• Thompeon'a Vt., Part m pp. '10, '11. Powen'a Cooa Coontry, pp. 162, 168. 
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attempt was D)&Jluested in 1765 ; but no settlement was actually 
made until1769, when, in the month of. June, Captain John 
Coffein located his. farm and built a dwelling in the north part 
of the town. During the war of the Revolution his hospitable 
residence affo~d shelter and refreshment to the American 
soldiery while passing from Charlestown to the military posts 
on ~e Champlain. In the north-west part of the town was a · 
similar stopping-pla.ce, known as the " Twenty miles encamp
ment." Noadiah Russell and Thomas Gilbert settled in Caven
dish in 1771, and shared with Captain Coffein his wants and 
privations. "For several years they struggled hard for a 
scanty and precarious subsistence." So few were the mills at 
this period, that they were sometimes obliged to travel sixty 
miles to procure " the grinding of a single grist of com." The 
town received a charter from New York, on the 16th of June, 
1172 . 
. On the 29th of December, 1760, soon after the conquest of 

_(Janada had been completed, a number of the inhabitants of 
Lebanon and of other towns in Connecticut decided to petition 
the Governor of New Hampshire, for a grant of land on the 
west _bank of Connecticut river. Having assembled on the 
12th of June, 1761, and obtained the names of those who 
wished to engage in the project, they chose a clerk, and a 
committee to regulate their mode of procedure. At a meeting 
held on the 7th of September following, they selected two men 
"to repair to that part of the country," in which they wished 
to obtain a grant of land, and instructed them, in case they 
should find a situation which they deemed acceptable, to make 
their wishes known to Governor Wentworth. A location 
having been selected, a charter was iBBued by New Hampshire, 
on the 13th of October, granting the township of Andover 
to Nathaniel House and his associates. In accordance with the 
charter, a meeting of the grantees was convened at Lebanon on 
the 4th of November following, and a clerk tor the town and 
proprietors was chosen, " who was sworn to a faithful discharge 
of his duty." On the lOth of March, 1762, another meeting 
was held in the same place at the house 6t' Joseph Clark, one 
of the grantees, and officers were chosen for the ensuing yeu. 
A committee were also selected to survey the town, and on the 
25th of August a resolution was paesed, instructing them to 
proceed with the business which had been 888igned them. 
This they were able to perform only in part, " by reason of bad 
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weather;" but being instructed on the 8th of March, 1768, 
to complete the 8\ll'Vey, they renewed their undertaking, and 
three hundred acres were laid out for each of the proprietom, 
" on the east side of the town, by carefully marking the trees 
at the comers." These lots were distributed on the 21st of 
November, by an indifferent person appointed by the proprie
tors, and an account was taken of the result. At the next 
regular meeting of the town, held on the 13th of March, 1764, 
officers were chosen for the year ensuing; " accounts were 
adjusted, and each person's demands carefo.lly and justly 
allowed him for services done." On the 5th of November, a 
resolution was passed, by which an offer of fifty acres of land 
was made to each proprietor who should settle in the town 
during the spring of the year 1765. Pending this offer an
other meeting was held on the 12th of March, 1765, and a com
mittee were chosen to mark out and clear a road to the town. 
Measures were accordingly taken to carry this proposition into 
execution, and a party of twenty persons had already made 
preparations to remove into the new township, when the publi
cation of his Majesty's Order in Council, on the 20th of July, 
1764, declaring the western bank of Connecticut river to be the 
eastern boundary of New 'york, caused them to abandon the 
project. 

Judging it prudent "to consider what might further be need
fnl to be done, to maintain good order and submission" in their 
changed circumstances, the proprietors met on the 29th of 
April, 1765. After some discussion they decided to acquaint 
the Governor of "New York with the state of their circum
stances, and ask for his "approbation and protection." In the 
memorial which they sent to Lieutenant-Governor Cadwallader 
Colden, dated at Lebanon, Connecticut, May 6th, 1765, in addi
tion to the facts which have already been detailed, they stated 
that they had expended in improvements more than four hun
dred and sixty-two dollars, that they had " vendued and sold" 
several of the rights of negligent proprietors, and had inserted 
the names of new proprietors in the place of some of those 
whose names were to be found in the original charter from 
New Hampshire. ''Therefore," said they, " if it be consistent 
with your pleasure to incourage us, his Majesty's Liege sub
jects, in the settlement of so wilderness a Land as that is, and 
grant us also your Protection, as there are many more under 
the Like Circumstances, it may much inlarge the Province, 
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and his Majesty's English settlements." "And we cannot but 
Rejoice," they continued, "when we so fully pei'Buade our
selves that your Excellency's highest ambition is to strengthen 
and enlarge all our late acquisitions by Regular and Indnstrious 
Inhabitants ; and when once you shall please to make your 
Pleasure known to us, we shall with all Readiness Comply 
therewith ; and if it be your Pleasure to ratify to us those 
Lands we once supposed stood fair for us to settle, we shall un
doubtedly soon (as some other Towns have Done) Make consi
derable Improvements thereon. But, notwithstanding our ear
nest wishes, we do Heartily and Freely submit the same to your 
Wisdom and Prudence:" For a long time this petition re
mained unnoticed, and although the Council of New York, on 
the 15th of J nne, 1772, recommended the issuing of a confirma
tory grant of this and several other townships, whenever "his 
Majesty's Instructions" should allow of such a course, yet the 
patent was never conferred.* 

In the year 1768, Shubael Geer and Amos Babcock, with 
their families, became residents of the town. During their 
stay, which was short, William, son of Shubael Geer, was born. 
After the departure of these families no attempt to effect a set
tlement in Andover was made until after the commencement 
of the Revolution. 

The charter of the township of Bradford was issued by Sir 
Henry Moore, Governor of New York, on the 7th of N ovem
ber, 1766. John French and his associates were named as the 
grantees in the patent. After the death of French, William 
Smith and his associates applied for a grant of the township 
and received a new charter on the 28th of March, 1770. At 
the same time the name of the town was changed to Moore
town, as a compliment to the governor. On the 23d of Octo
ber, 1788, the name was again altered to Bradford by an act of 
the Legislature of Vermont. The fil'8t settlement within the 
limits of the town was made in 1765, before the fil'8t charter 
was issued, by John Hosmer or Osmer, who located his cabin 
near the mouth of W sit's river, on the north bank. During 
the following year Samuel Sleeper and Benoni Wright com
menced a settlement near Connecticut river, about a mile and 
a half from the north bounds of the town. According to some 

* N. Y. Colonial MSS., LAnd Papen, May 6th, 17611, ToL miL Doe. IliA N. 
Y., iv. 786. 
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statements it would seem that there were but ten families in 
the town in 17'71. In an account of the condition of Bradford, 
communicated to Governor Moore in 1770, it is stated that at 
that time the town contained thirty families. In the same ao
oonnt particular mention is made of " Sleeper's house," on Con
necticut river. Andrew B. Peters became a resident of Brad
ford in 1771, and in the following year the first grist-mill was 
built by John Peters, on the south side of Wait's river. In 
consequence of the careless manner in which the lands in this 
township were surveyed and granted, much trouble and vexa
tious litigation arose. The history of many of the neighboring 
towns discloses similar disputes concerning boundary lines and 
conflicting grants. An acconnt of proceedings of this nature, 
although it might prove entertaining to those curious in disen
tangling the intricacies of land titles, would not poesess an inte
rest sufficiently general for these narrative pages, and is there-
fore omitted. · 

Of the other towns comprised in the eastern section of V er
mont, to which reference has not been made, none, it is be
lieved, were settled before the year 1770, with the exception of 
Newbury.* The arrow-heads and domestic implements of a 
rude manufacture, which have been found within the limits of 
this town, afford conclusive evidence that it most have been a.t 
an early period the site of an Indian village. Gen. Jacob Bay
ley of Newbury, Massachusetts, was probably the first white 
settler. In a letter written by him from Newbury, Vermont, 
on the 8d of October, 1768, he remarked :-" 'Tis but seven 
years since I struck the first stroke here, at which time there 
was not one inhabitant on the river for seventy miles down, 
none eastward for sixty, none between us and Canada, and now 
almost all the Lands are settled and settling in almost every 
town on the east side of the river." It does not appear that 
Gen. Bailey was a. resident of the town untill764. In October 
of that year he brought his family to N ewbnry, and thence
forward nntil the time of his death, at the age of eighty-nine, in 
March, 1815, he devoted himself with cheerfulness and assiduity 
to the service not only of his adopted town bot of his country. 

• Attempta were doubtl• made ai an early period, to e!'~t llettlemauta north 
of Newbury. In 1 '166, Jonathan Grout of Petersham, M-huaette, declared that 
he and his &IIIOCiates had cultivated Ianda in the town of Lunenburgh, whioh 
town, acoording to hla .. at.atement, wu H Thirty Milee Higher up Connecticut 
River than any other Settlement on Said River." 
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In .March, 1762, Samuel Sleeper, a Quaker preacheJ; from 
Hampton, New Hampshire, moved with his family into New
bury. He was in the employ of Gen. Bailey, and seems to haV'e 
borne the character of a good citizen, until being unduly "moved 
by the spirit," he began to create disturbance by intermpting 
the minister while preaching, with laudatory and condemnatory 
exclamations. Various persuasive means were employed to in
duce him to alter his behavior, but without succ688: One of his 
followe:rs, a certain Benoni Wright, was even more obstreperous 
than his master. Punishment was at last resorted to, and was 
followed by good effects. Wright received " ten lashes, well 
laid on." Sleeper was confined in a cellar, and when releas
ed, was informed that he would " receive thirty lashes in full 
tale" shonld he continue to exhibit his peculiar propensions. 
Finding that they could not enjoy the license to which they 
deemed themselves entitled, Wright and Sleeper removed to 
Bradford in 1766. Three other persons, with their families, 
came into the town from New Hampshire during the year 1762, 
namely, Thomas Chamberlain of .Dunstable, Richard Chamber
lain of Hinsdale, and John Hazleton of Hampstead.* 

The charter of Newbury was issued by Governor Benning 
Wentworth of New Hampshirer on the 18th of :March, 1763. 
The grantees were Jacob Bayley and eeventy·four 8880ciates. 
The first meeting for the choice of town officers was held at 
Plaistow, New Hampshire, on the 18th of June, 1768. J688e 
Johnson was chosen. town clerk, Caleb Johnson, oonstabler and 
Jacob Kent, Benjamin Emerson, and John Hazen, selectmen. 
The proprietors, also, voted to unite with the inhabitants of 
Haverhill "in paying a preacher for the term of two or three 
months," during the following "fall or winter." The arrival of 
Noah White, Thomas Johnson, and Jacob Kentf in this year, 

• Betsey, daughter of John Hazleton, was the first child born in the town. Her 
birth took place in 1763. In the eame year was born the first male child, Jacob 
:O.yley Chamberlain, eon of Thoma8 Chamberlain. Agreeable to a promise of the 
original proprietor, that the mother of the first male child should be entitled to a 
bounty of one hundred acres of land, the premium wae awarded to Mrs. Chamber
lain. Betsey Hazleton "was the wife of the famona Nehemiah Lovewell, who 
bravely fought at Bunker llill and other placea." She died Nov. 19th, 1850, aged 
eigbty-eeven years.-'l'homl*ln's Vt., Part m p. 124. Appendix to Deming's 
Catalogue, p. HilS. 

t Col Jacob Ken~ w• born at Chebaeoo, M-., June 11th, 1726, and Mary 
White, his wife, was born at Plaistow, ~. II., August 14th, 17 36. lrlrs. Kent sur
lived her husband many years, and livM to " great age.-Powers's Cooe Country, 
p.60. 
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gave a new impetus to the settlement; James Abbott, John 
Taplin, Frye Bayley, and Ebenezer White, were also among the 
early settlers, and rendered valuable assistance in advancing the 
interests of the town. The first meeting in Newbury for the 
election of town officers, was held on the 12th of June, 17~. 
Jacob Kent was chosen town clerk, John Hazleton, constable, 
and Jacob Bayley, Jacob Kent, and James Abbott, selectmen. 
Through the lnstrumentality of the Rev. Peter Powers, of Hol
lis, New Hampshire, a church was organized in Newbury dur
ing the fall of 1764. On the 24th of January, 1765, Mr. Powers 
was solicited to " take the spiritual charge of this newly consti
tuted chnrch and society in the wilderness." He accepted the 
·call on the 1st of February following, and on the 27th of the 
same month, preached his own installation sermon at Holl.i.s, 
New Hampshire. 

For the purpose of securing the title to the lands in the town
ship of Newbury, Gen. Bayley obtained from Governor William 
Tryon of New York, a confirmation charter. By the terms 
of this instrument, which was dated March 17th, 1772, Bailey 
and twenty-four associates were constituted grantees in trust for 
the proprietors and settlers under the New Hampshire char
ter. The whole trust_ was afterwards assigned to Bailey, 
who gave a bond to deed the lands to those to whom they 
belonged. • 

With the cessation of French aggressions, Indian hostilities 
had now come to an end. The adventurer, as he paddled his 
canoe up Connecticut river, with his little 'stock of baggage 
and provisions, feared no longer the ambush on the shore ; and 
the emigrant in his new home, lay down to sleep, feeling sure 
that no midnight foe was near to plunder and destroy. Induce
ments to settle in the new territory were, it is true, not as 
great as they had been represented by unprincipled specul~ 
tors. The soil on the banks of the Connecticut was fertile, and 
the mountains were well wooded, but the climate was severe, 
and for many years nothing but a bare subsistence could be 
expected in return for the most painful toil. Still the men and 
women who left their homes in Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
to extend civilization and the arts of peace, knew well the 
nature of their undertaking. Though some quailed beneath 
the burdens which want compelled them to bear, there were 
but few who by reason of their, sufferings relinquished their 
design, or who, from their own experiem:e, warned their friends, 
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who were hesitating whether to join them or abide at home, 
to pursue the latter course.* 

• New York Colonial :MSS., in office Sea. State, N.Y., Lind Papers, November 
13th, 17M, .May 7th, 1765, voL xviii.: August 15th, 17th, 23d, September 19th, 
~t.b, 1766, voL m: October 9th, 28th, 30th, Slat, November id, 1765, Febru
ary Bd, July 18th, 1766, yoL :u..: .June 25th, .July 14th, 15th, 16th, September 
6th, October 6th, 1766, voL :ui.: October 17th, NOYember 8d, December 2d, 
1'16&, voL xxii Council Minutes, in office See. State, N.Y., 1764--1772, October 
'lth, 1766, voL uix. Thompeon'1 Vt Guetteer, ed. 1824, pp. 230, 260. Thomp-
11011'1 Vt., ed. 1842, Part m, pp. 8, 29, 47, lit, '14, ,9, 80, 87, 88, 124, 130, 140, 
142, 147, 150, 150, 171, 176, 194, 198. Appenibx to Deming's Catalogue of 
Vt. Officers, pp. 1161 147, 161, 168, 173, Doo. Hilt.. N.Y., iv. 6118. Powen's Cool 
Country, pGfftM. 
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Early Boundariee of New York-Controve"Y concerning the New Hamp
shire Grante-Proelamations of Lieut.-Gov. Colden and Gov. Wentworth
Order in Council-" Unlimited County of Albany"-Propouls to establ.Uh 
Counties on the "Grants. "-Additional Officers appointed in Albany County
Cumberland County eetablilhed by Charter-Provisions of the Charter-Road 
Law-Bradford-Extravo.gant Grants by the Crown-Repeal of the Act esta
bliahing Cumberland County-Cumberland County re-eetabliahed by Letter~~ 
Patent from the King-Obaervationa of Cadwlillader Colden-Laws to prohibit 
the cutting of Muting Timber-Conduct of Gov. John Wentworth, the Sur
veyol'-General-Arreet of Willard Dean and William Dean Jr.-Arreet of 
Ebenezer Fiaher-Hil Rei-Voluntary Surrender of Capt. William Dean
Friendly Interference of Col Samuel Wells and John Grout-The Deana im
prieoned in New York-Gov. Wentworth's Letter and :Memorial-Report of 
the Committee of the Provincial Council of New York. 

WHILE New Netherland was a Dutch province, its northern 
limit had been placed at the river St. Lawrence, and the 
Fresh* river had washed its eastern boundaries. When Charles 
II. gave the province of New York to his brother James, its 
area included "all the land from the west side of Connecticut 
river, to the east side of Delaware bay." The governments of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut had in several instances en
croached upon the territory claimed by New York, but the 
difficulties resulting trom these trespasses had usually been ami
cably settled or at least temporarily adjusted. Never until 
now had there been an attempt to deprive New York, by syste
matize~ action, of rights and domains which she claimed as her 
own. As has been previously stated, Governor Wentworth of 
New Hampshire had, as early as 1750, made grants of land 
west of Connecticut river and north of the Massachusetts line. 
At the close of the French war he renewed the same course, 

• Connecticut. 

Digitized byGoogle 



1168.] PROCLA.JUTIONS. 129 

and pursued it with so much vigor, that at the end of the year 
1763 he had, with but little show of discretion, divided almost 
the whole of the New Hampshire Grants into townships, 
and distributed them among flatterers, followers, and adventu
rers. In some cases the names of deserving men had appeared 
in the patents, but the proprietors were mainly speculators, who 
cared for little else than to sell at advanced prices the lands 
which they had obtained by gift. 

The government of New York had for some time observed 
with dissatisfaction the course which Governor Wentworth was 
pursuing, and had to no purpose remonstrated against it. The 
time for more strenuous measures had now arrived. On the 
28th of December, 1763, a proclamation was issued by Lieut.
Govemor Cadwallader Colden of New York, declaring Con
necticut river to be the eastern boundary of that province, and 
commanding "all judges, justices, and other civil officers" 
holding commissions under New York "to exercise jurisdiction 
in their respective functions, as far as to the banks of Connecti
cut river." He also enjoined the sheriff of Albany county, 
within whose shrievalty the district in question was comprised, 
to return to him the names of all persons "who under the grants 
of the government of New Hampshire " then held or should 
continue to hold possession of any lands west of Connecticut 
river, that they might be proceeded against according to law.* 

Governor Wentworth, nowise intimidated by this manifest, 
which he termed " very extraordinary," published a counter
proclamation on the 13th of March, 1764, for the purpose of 
asserting the rights of New Hampshire, and encouraging those 
who had begun settlements under charters from that province, 
"to be industrio~ in clearing and cultivating their lands agree
able to their respective grants." In Governor W cntworth's com
mission from the King, dated July 3d, 1741, the southern 
boundary line of New Hampshire was described as extending 
west, " till it meets with our other governments." The western 
limits of Massachusetts and Connecticut were within twenty 
miles of Hudson river. These were the limite of his Majesty's 
"other governments," and Wentworth declared that it was 

• Doc. Biat. N. Y., iv. 668-660. At the date or this proclamation, the ioha
bitanta in the country between Lake Champlain and Connecticut river were" very 
few, and almollt entirely confined to the to'WIIIIhipa or Hiudale, W.tmioeter, 
Bemlingtcm.and :RookiDgham. "-MS. Depoeition of Joaeph Blanchard, March lat, 
l'I'Jl. 
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right that the western extent of the province of New Hampshire 
should be 88 great. While making these statements, he was 
careful to omit an important explanation. By trespass, Massa
chusetts and Connecticut had stretched their limits far beyond 
the line 88signed them by charter. Bot they had acknowledged 
the encroachment, and by treaties New York bad ceded to them 
the lands over which they had attempted to usurp authority. 

It waa evident that neither of the governors would yield. 
llecoorse W88 had to the King, and the whole subject W88 laid 
before him. By an Order in Council, dated July 20th, 1764, 
he declared "the western banks of the river Connecticut, from 
where it enters the province of the Massachusetts Bay, 88 f8l' 
north 88 the forty-fifth degree of northern latitude, to be the 
boundary line between the said two provinces of New Hamp
shire and New York." This declaration W88 published on the 
lOth of April, 1765, by the Governor of New Yorli. As to its 
import, it might seem that there could have been no differ
ence of opinion. But the force of the infinitive W88 by no 
means definitive. "The government of New York supposed 
that the words to be gave the order a retrlNI]J6CtiV6 operation, and 
' construed them 88 a declaration that the river always had been 
the eastern limits of New York ; consequently that the grants 
made by the Governor of New Hampshire were invalid, and 
that the lands might be granted again.' On the contrary, the 
grantees under New Hampshire paten~, understood these words 
in the future tense, as a declaration that the Connecticut river 
was to be from that time forward only, the line of division 
between the two provinces, and 'consequently that their grants 
being derived from the crown, through the medium of one of its 
governors, were valid.' " Thus arose a fresh dispute, which for 
ten years continued to excite litigation and animosity, unfavo~ 
able to the progress of humanity, and prejudicial to the settle
ment and civilization of the disputed territory.* 

At the time when the Order in Council W88 promulgated by 
the proclamation of Governor Colden, the laude east of the 
Green Mountains and west of Connecticut river, notwithstand
ing the numerous grants of Governor Wentworth, were but lit
tle cultivated, and very sparsely inhabited. According to some 

• Doa. Biet. N. Y. iv. 15'10-6'12, 15'1,, 6'115. N. Y. Coloaial :MS8. in oSice Seo. 
State N.Y., Konckton and Colden, l'UI8, 1'184, voL xcii.; Colden and .Moore, 
1'164-1'164', voL xciii. Belknap's J:list. N.H., ii. 816, 8111. 
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accounts the whole number of families settled within those limits 
were not over sixty. Other statements raised this number 
to seventy, and one supposition wRB, that there might be a 
hundred. Nor were all these the families of original proprie
tors. Most of them were purchasers under some of the letters 
patent which had been issued by New Hampshire for very 
small considerations, and some were settlers under the squatter's 
title which had coat nothing.* 

The whole of the New Hampshire Grants, although not added 
to, was supposed to be included within the limits of the 
" unlimited county of Albany," and the sheriff of that county 
was authorized to exercise his authority from the banks of Oon
necticut river to the shores of Lake Champlain. The courts 
were held in the city of Albany, and hither, or to the city of New 
York, all were obliged to resort who wished to transact business 
with the officers of government. Their remoteness from these 
places, was an inconvenience most sensibly felt by the new set
tlers. The county of Albany appeared to them unreasonably 
large, and in its division they foresaw relief from tae difficulties 
under which they labored. To effect a change, recourse was 
had to petitions. The first presented to Lieutenant-Governor 

• Jowph BlaDchard. who, in the year 1766, numbered the inhabitants fl'oDl 
BrattJeborough to Hartfurd, declared that on the New Hampehire Grants, eaat of 
the Green Monntaina, " there were not, on a large Computation above Sixty 
'Familie~~ settled 1111 Claimants" under grants from that pronnee; "that theee 
Inhabitants were ecattered in Eleven Townahip8 lying on Oonneotioat River, a.nd 
in three TO'W'MhiJllllying back of the River 011 the Southerma.t Pan of the whole 
Tract," and that even in these townahipe, cultivation waa but juat beginning, 
Hinadale, Brattleborough, W eetminster, and Putney being excepted, where more 
advance had been made.-MS. deposition, March bt, 17'11. 

The opinion of Simon Bteveu, one of the members of the General .!Membly of 
l'ew Hampellire, wu, that" there were DOt .eventy families within the limite 
above deecribed ;" that theee " were eeattered in about a dozen townahipa" on 
Connecticut river, and that "the Chief of them" were in Brattleboro ugh, W eat-
minster, Putney, a.nd Roeldngham. The eame views were aleo held by Samuel 
W ella ol Brattleborongb, one ol ~ judges of the Inferior Court of Common 
Pleaa, and ooe ol W. Xajtety'• jultioee ol the peace for the county of Cumberland. 
Oliver Willard, an aeei.staut judge in the court above named, and an inhabita.nt 
of the town of Hertford 1111 early 1111 1'163, atated that" the Proclamations by the 
Governments of New York and New Hampshire notifying hia Majeety'e Determi
Jlation ol the Boundary between those Goveromelltl!, were very Pabliokly known" 
at the time of their publieation ; that there might then have been " about one 
haudred Familiee settled in all that Country Eastward of the Green Mountains, 
formerly claimed by New Hampehire," and that " th011e Inhabitants were 1011ttered 
through about Twenty Tracts or Townships ol about Iii: milee aquare each, and 
prineipally along Connectiout River."-Doc. Hiet. N.Y., iv. 6118, 61111, 697, '101. 
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Colden, was dated October 9th, 1765, and was signed by 
Thomas Chandler, Isaac Man, David Wooster, Daniel Jones, 
and Robert Harpur, "in behalf of themselves and their asso
ciates, inhabitants of the northern part" of the province of New 
York. They proposed that the " Grants " should be divided by a 
north and south line, which should follow the course of the ridge 
ot' the mountains ; that two counties should be erected to the east 
of this line and three to the west; that the eastern counties 
should be divided by a line extending from the north-eastern 
comer of the township of Norwich to the line extending along 
the ridge of the mountains ; that the most southern of the 
western counties should be bounded on the south by the north
em line of Massachusetts extended as far west as the mouth of 
the Mohawk river at Half Moon, and on the north by a line 
drawn east from Fort Miller to the line of the mountains; that. 
the middle county should adjoin the last mentioned county, 
and extend north to a line drawn from the north end of Lake 
George to the mountain line; that the other county should com
prise all the land between the north line of the middle county 
and the forty-fifth parallel, and that the western limits of the 
three last mentioned counties should be left to the discretion of 
the governor. They further proposed that the lower county on 
Connecticut river should be called Colden, and that its county 
town, of the same name, should be located in the township of 
New Flamstead ; that the upper county should be called Ster
ling, and that Newbury should be assigned as its county town, 
in the township of that name ; that the southern county to the 
west of the Green mountains should be c~lled Manchester, and 
that its county town should be located at Stillwater; that the 
middle county should be called Kingsbury, and that the county 
town should be situated in the township of Kingsbury; that the 
last county should be called :Pitt, and that its county to'vn 
should be fixed at Hospital Point on the east side of Lake 
Champlain, near Crown Point. Having detailed these proposi
tions, they prayed that the counties and towns they had men
tioned, might be established "under the restrictions appointed 
by his Majesty's instructions."* 

This petition was on the 15th of October followed by another, 
in which the petitioners, in view of the unwillingness manifested 

• M.SS. Council Minutes, in office Seo. State N.Y., 1766-1'188, :uvi. 22. 
Brattleborough Semi-Weekly Eagle, Thureday, September 2'1th, 1M9. Doc. 
Hiel N. Y., iv. 6'18-680. 
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by the Council of New York to erect the five counties before 
proposed,-expressed. their readiness to withdraw that request. 
At the same time they did not fail to assert their belief in the 
neceBBity of " some establishment" by which vice might be 
detected, and the inhabitants protected in recovering their just 
dues. To effect these results, they desired that a county by the 
name of Colden might be erected, to be limited on the east by 
Connecticut river, on the west by " the height of land," on the 
north by the forty-fifth parallel, and on the south by the north 
line of the province of Massachusetts Bay. They further 
requested that the county town might be located at New Flam
stead, and that the county might be vested with such privileges 
as it had been usual to grant in similar cases.* 

On the 22d of October, a third attempt was made to draw 
the attention Of the Council of New York to the wants of the 
new settlers. " It is now near six months," said the petitioners, 
" since to our knowledge, we became inhabitants of this pro
vince, and have been ever since without law. Notwithstand
ing we have made application to be protected, as yet we are 
not answered. Should we be annexed to the county of Albany, 
as proposed by some, we shall still lye under such a disadvan
tage that justice cannot be had, and to appoint justices in some 
few of the towns, without proper officers to execute warrants, &c., 
we humbly conceive will never answer ye end ; and in what 
way any officer (if they should be appointed) can execute his 
office, so far as to carry a delinquent to Albany, for our part we 
are at a loBS [to determine], as there can be no passing from 
Connecticut river to Albany without going thro' the province of 
the MaBBaehnsetts Bay, and as soon as an officer gets acl'OBB the 
line of the province, his office leaves him, and the delinquent 
makes his escape ; and in what way any constables can be 
chosen to execute any small precept, &c., till the towns are 
incorporated, we must confess we cannot tell." Other argu
ments favoring the establishment of a new county were adduced, 
backed by urgent supplications for immediate action. 

The committee to whom these applications had been made, 
unable longer to ignore the subject, submitted a report on the 
day in which this last petition was received. They declared that 
the accounts they had received had been "very contradictory 

• :MSS. Council Minutee in ofBce Seo. StateN. Y., 17&11-1'188, :avi. 112. Brat
tlebol"'ugh Semi-Weekly Eagle, Monday, October let, 18411. Doo Hiat. N.Y., 
lT. liSO, 681. 
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and unsatisfactory ;" that the inhabitants of that portion of the 
provinee held their lands, as yet, by an equitable title only ; 
that they were wholly " unacquainted with the laws of the pro
vince, and the modes of dispensing justice therein ;" that Porta
mouth, the place to which they had previously Pesorted to 
attend the conrta of justice, was at a greater distance than the 
city of Albany, and that should the committee "to snit &.fl'&" 
sent convenience, advise the forming a part of the province so 
little known into a county, when it m118t shortly become expedi
ent to new model it, private property would be greatly injured, by 
altering the seat of the courts of justice and otherplaeesoipahlic 
resort." For these reasons the committee reported adversely to 
a new county, but recommended the appointment of a "eom
petent number of fit persons for the conservation of the peace, 
and the administration· of justice in that part of the province."* 

In accordance with this suggestion, commissions were issued 
on the 20th of J annary, 1766, and twenty-one additional justices 
of the peace were appointed for the administration of the laws 
within the county of Albany. Of this number, Thomaa Chan
dler, William Gilliland, Joseph Lord, Isaac Mann, RobertHarpur, 
Jacob Bayley, and Samuel Wells, were assigned of the Qoorwn, t 
and to all these newly commissioned officers, the sheriff and 
constables of Albany county were commanded to yield obedi
ence. By an act of the British parliament which extended 
over the English colonies, all civil and military officers were 
required to take and subscribe their names to the oaths of alle
giance, supremacy, and abjuration. Thomas Chandler, William 
Gilliland, and Isaac Mann, were empowered to tender and ad
minister these oaths, and a Dedimus Potestatem confirmed to 
them this authority. At the request of Sir Henry Moore, 
Govemor of New York, measures were taken to ascertain the 
number of men between Connecticut river and the Green 
Mountains capable of bearing anna. According to the report 
of Thomas Chandler, presented on the 20th of January, there 
were in the southem portion of that district about six hundred 

• :MSS. Connell Minutes in office Sec. State, N. Y., 1'1116-1'183, :a::ni. 21. :Bret
tleboroqh Semi-W eeldy Eagle, Monday, Ooklber let, 184t; 'nl.lllldayr Oa&eber 
~ 1849. Doe. Hiat. N. Y., iT. 681-684.. 

t Four years previoae, fifty..five jasticea had received collllJiileion1 in ~ 
county. The whole number now, waa seventy-eix. In the ll&llle county fifteen 
penona had been previouly appointed of tlae Quorum. The whole n-"r w• 
now twenty-two. The dutitlll of tbeee oflleel wen allo performed hy ~e naeaa
berl of the Council and by the .\ttomey General 
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men,* and in the northern portion about one half that number, 
answering to this description. A proposition was then made, 
that two regiments should be formed, and that the command 
of the southern one should be assigned to Thomas Chandler, 
and of the northern one, to Jacob Bayley. This suggestion, as 
far as it related to the southern regiment, was carried into effect, 
and military companies were formed in several towns. There 
is still extant a commission, signed by H. Moore, bearing date 
February 27th, 1766, appointing "Simon Stevens to be Captain 
of the Eighth Company of foot, in the Regiment of Militia 
whereof Thomas Chandler Esqr. is Colo. to Consist of the Inha
bitants of Springfield," and the chirography in the commiBBion 
is that of the Colonel himself. The nomination of civil officers 
in the northern part of Albany county having been confirmed 
by the Governor, a meeting of the justices of the peace and 
quorum, was called at Rockingham, on the 27th of February, at 
which time constables were appointed for five of the principal 
towns. t In this manner an attempt was made to preserve, at 

• In a letter from Sir Henry Moore, Governor of New York, to the Earl of 
Shelburne, dated" Fort George, New York, 9th June, 1'767," occur these words: 
•• I aftenrarda iYued out Commil!aions for forming a Militia in those parts, and in 
80IIle months afterwards a return wu made to me of the Regiment formed 
there, wbieh amounted to upwards of six hundred men. I could not help ex
preaing much aatillfaction at seeing so large a Return, and expected to :find that 
the number of families was in proportion to it, but the Officer who made it, 
would not impose on me, and told me in a very ingenuous manner, that a great 
aumber of Families concerned in thoae Landa, reeided either in New England, 
New Hampehire, or Connecticut, and had never been upon them; that some of the 
m011t active young People out of eacl!. family were sent there to begin the Settle
ments, many of whom at the close of the summer returned to their Homes, wlu1e 
othel"'l more iuduatrious, continued there in the Winter that by forwarding their 
improvements, they might more readily pave the way for thoee who did not 
ohooee to enoounter all the difticultye of a New Settlement, but would rather 
wait till some improvements were made before they removed. The same atepa 
could not be taken for the aervice of that part of the Country to the North of 
&he County of Cumberland, for altbOugh the Diltriea wularge enough to form a 
County of the aame erlent, very few Improvements had beezt made in any of the 
Towmhipe except in that of Newbury."-Doc. Hilt. N.Y., iv. 696. 

In a pa.age preceding thia ell:traei, it il stated that the regiment in the new 
tenitory wu Conned after the eata.blilhment of the county of Cumberland. Thil 
il a~ The "Law for erecting the Couty of Cumberland," was puud 
.Jllly 3d. 1'168. The oom.milliona to oflloera in the new regiment were dated, 
IIOIDe of t1tem, u early u the preceding February. 

t Natba.a Earll wu chosen eonatable for the town of Cheater, Joel Stone lor 
$he to1nl of Windeor, .Abiel Chamberlaio for the town of Newbury, Simoa 
Stevena for the town of Springfield, and Medad Wright for the town of Weet
mimter.;-Pingry MS. Book of Commillious in office Sec. State, N. Y., 1"161-1 '7'70, 
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least, the forms of justice. As the result of these measures, a 
better state of manners was observable in the new settle
ments. 

Although the benefits resulting from the new system were 
not to be despised, yet many of the inconveniences before com
plained of still remained, nor did it appear that any of the 
means proposed could remove them, the formation of a new 
county excepted. As the road then ran, most of the inhabit;. 
ants were distant from Albany one hundred and fifty, and 
some of them two hundred miles. In that city the courts and 
public elections were held, and thither it was absolutely neces
sary that a number of the settlers ahould annually resort. 
With difficulty could the sheriff of Albany county serve a pro
cess in the northern part of his bailiwick; and not without a 
guard of a dozen men, could he with safety convey a prisoner 
or a debtor through the woods and over the mountains to the 
jail at Albany. There were, it is true, civil and military 
officers in abundance in the new district, but the latter could 
not assist the former, even were their assistance needed, for the 
power of the former was not much regarded, and there were 
no places of confinement or means of punishment near at hand, 
as a terror to the evil-doers who might be arrested. Urged on 
by these potent considerations, a number of those who had 
formerly pleaded for a county, besought the Council of New 
York, on the 16th of June, for the same boon. On this occa
sion their request was seconded by the Governor, and the 
Cotmcil of New York responded favorably to the application. 
A portion of the N cw Hampshire Grants, situated between 
Connecticut river and the Green Mom1tains, was, on the 3d of 
July, erected into a county by the name of Cumberland, and 
its boundaries were duly established.* To the inhabitants 

t'. 812. Brattleborough Semi-Weekly Eagle, Monday, May 6th; Monday, May 
27th, 1860. Doc. Hiat. N.Y., iv. 686. 

• The boundaries of Cnmberland county, u fim established, have been pre
vio1111ly recited on pagee 1, 2. In the set erecting the county of Cumberland, the 
following condition was iDJerted: " Provided always, and it is bore by enacted by 
the authority afor.aid, That i{ any lands lie within the County .Coree&id, which 
are held by Granta under the Great Seal of the Colony oC New Hampebire, by 
His Majesty in Council on the 20th day oC July, 1784: 1111ch lauds Bhall be and 
remain within, and be part of the County oC Albany, anything herein contained 
to the contrary, notwithstaudin«." .According to the terma of this proviso, the 
greater part of the territory comprised within the bounds of Cumberland county, 
would still ha\'e remained a part o{ the county of Albany. 
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were granted all the powers and privileges enjoyed by the other 
counties and towns in the province, excepting only the choice 
of members to represent the county in the Provincial Assem
bly, which privilege was withheld for the present. 

In another portion of the act for the formation of the county 
of Cumberland, provision was made for the erection of a court
house and jail. The freeholde.t-s and inhabitants of the county 
were authorized to elect supervisors, assessors, collectors, a 
treasurer, and other county officers, in order that the "public 
and necessary charges" of the province might be defrayed, the 
poor maintained, and vagabondism discountenanced. At the 
meeting next after their appointment, the supervisors were di
rected to levy and collect of those residing or sojourning in the 
county, a sum not exceeding two hundred pounds, to be applied 
in constructing a court-house and jail. Chester, "being the 
most convenient" among the townships, and "nearest the 
centre" of the county, was selected as the location for these 
buildings, and the sheriff was ordered to compute mileage 
from the court-house. By another act, passed July 15th, the 
"judges and justices duly authorized in that behalf," were di
rected to hold "yearly and every year " in the township of 
Ohester, a court of Common Pleas, to hear, and according to 
the laws of England and the province of New York," to try 
and determine all suits, quarrels, controversies and differences," 
which might arise, in the technical language of the ordinance, 
between any of the "loving subjects" of the county, "above 
the value of forty shillings." A court of General Sessions of 
the Peace was also established, and the first Tuesday in June 
and the first Tuesday in November in each year were selected 
as the days on which these judicatories were to commence 
their sessions. The length of each term session was limited 
to four days, and the two courts were authorized to sit at the 
same time, in order that business might be " constantly pro
ceeded in and all unnecessary attendance avoided." Com
petent men were selected as judges and assistant justices of the 
court of Common Pleas. Justices of the peace and other county 
officers were appointed, and a foundation was laid for administer
ing the law in accordance with the most approved methods.* 

• New York Colonial MSS., in office Sec. State, N.Y., 1'166, 176'7, zci:v.; Book 
of Commiaeiollll, 17lil-1770, v. 820; Council Minutes, 171111-1788, lCtVi. Ill. Doc. 
Hilt. N.Y., iT. 587, 588, 594-. Brattleborough Semi-Weekly Eagle, ThUl"'day, 
.June Gth, Monday, June lOth, ThUl"'day, June 18th, 1850. 
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To increase the facili&a of communication between the dif
ferent towil8 of the n&W coonty, tru, Legislature, on the 19th of 
December, passed an act "for laying out, regulating, and 
keeping in repair, eommon and public highways."· By thls 
act, the "freeholde:rs aad inhabitants" of the county, were au
thorized to choose at theiP annual town meetings, three free
holders in eaeh rown to serve as commia&ioners for laying out 
and regnlating highways, and as many persona for surveyors 
and ovel'8eel'8 of highways, as the majority of votera should 
deem best. Those chosen, were requiFed to accept of the 
offices given them. To each overseer a po:riion of road was 
allotted, of which he was to have espeeial charge. The com
missioners were empowered to construct sueh roads as they 
judged necessary, and in case of dispute as to the most conve
nient routes or the connection of :roads between town and town, 
were instructed to call in three commiasionel'B, one from each 
of the neighboring towns not interested, who were to determine 
where the road should run. If any road proved inconnnient, 
the commissionel'B of the town or towns through which it passed, 
were allowed to alter it or lay out another. The commissioners 
were not allowed to run a road through any person's land 
without his coil8ent, and all disputes as to land damages were 
to be settled by certain :fixed regulations which were detailed 
in the act. .A:ny one who should "alter, stop up, or ltlSSen" 
any road laid out by the commiBBioners, without their consent, 
forfeited forty shillings, to be applied by the surveyors towards 
repairing the roads. Public roads were not to be under two 
or over four rods in breadth. The breadth of private ones was 
fixed at twenty feet. Persons by or through whose lands public 
roads ran, were "obliged to clear and maintain the same, by 
eutting down the wood, clearing and stubbing llp the brush," 
and " digging up the stones" that could be canied oft', to the 
width of one rod. The limbs of the trees overhanging the road 
were also to be lopped and taken away. 

The inhabitants of each town were required to work on the 
roads six days in the year, or for as long a time as was sufficient 
to keep them in repair. For each day's neglect of this serviee, 
a penalty of four shillings was inclll'l'ed. In road work, " a 
carriage and a man to manage it," were deemed equal to three 
days' work of a. single person. The fine for neglect when a 
1IL8Il was ordered out with his team, waa 1bed at twelve shil
lings per diem. Workmen were obliged to furnish "spades, 
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axes, crows, and piek-axes," or such tools aa the surveyors might 
direct. In making road repairs, permiseion was given to uae 
the trees "standing on the roads." When a highway "from 
any town 0!' plantation to any meadows, milla or common 
landing places," ran thro11gh any pen10n'aland <»."meadow, he 
was allowed, by the approval of the town commissioners or the 
"major part of them," to "place and hang good, easy-ewingin.g 
gates, on sneh highways," and keep them in repair at his own 
cost. By other :regulations, it was enacted that an aeeount of 
the highways "laid out, altered or stopped up," should be cer
tmed by the commissioners and entered in the county records ; 
that each commiBSioner should be alrowed six &billings per diem, 
when engaged in official dutiee ; that the SUJ'Veyors should, 
within eight days after having :received notice to that oifect 
from a jnstiee of the peace, warn the people to work on the 
roads, and that in case the &lll"Veyors should neglect to perform 
this duty, they should be mnleted. forty shillings each. AU 
fines were to be applied to the repair of the highways. The 
teTm of this aet was limiOOd to four years. The principles em
bodied in its paragraphs served as the foundation of the town 
regulations of this natnrEl) which now obtain in the state of 
Vermont.* 

The afFairs at the new eonnty having been satisfactorily 
arranged, Governor Moore directed his attention to the settle
ment of the adjaeent country. With the approbation of the 
Provincial Council, a township was laid out for him and others 
8880Ciated with him, sitnated twelve miles distant f:rom the 
north line of Cumberland county, "on a spot neither granted by 
New Hampshire, nor claimed by any pel'BO'Il8."t He then 
announeed his intention of giving the land comprised within 
this township to the families who wonld agree to colonize it, 
provided they would manufacture yearly a certain amount of 
potash, and plant a certain number of ae:res with hemp. On 
the fu11ilment of these conditione, he declared t.hM the fee of 
the land should be vested absolutely in the poe&e880ra. As 
eoon as these terms were made known, applications were made 
by ditlerent pel"BBns for grants, and befowe the middle of the 
year 1767, fourteen families had settled in the new townabip, 

.• Act of 'lth George m, in J:..we N. Y., Van Schaack's eeL 1891-1'1'18, pp. 
48'7490. 

f RefeMDce il 'llUdoubtedly bad to &lo to'W'Dihip of Bndlo!d. A bJW 101~ 
of the early eeWemeot of tble plaM -1 be tbund Oil .,.. lU, 1M. 
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and land had been allotted to ten other families in the city of 
New York, and to several persons in Connecticut and Massa
chusetts. At this stage of the undertaking, Governor Moore 
ordered a saw mill and a grist mill to be built for the use of 
the settlen, and a church to be erected, with a farm attached 
as a glebe for the minister who should occupy its pulpit. In 
aid of religion and education, a township was laid out and 
placed in the hands of trustees " for the use of the ministen of the 
gospel according to the communion of the Church of England," 
and another was set aside for the benefit of King's now Co
lumbia College. While Governor Moore was in this manner 
studying to advance the interests of his subjects, many of them, 
who had formerly obtained land under New Hampshire titles, 
applied to him for confirmatory grants. These were in many 
instances bestowed, and the proprieton were quieted in their 
possessions by a secondary payment of fees. By the New 
Hampshire charten, a certain quantity of land in each town
ship was reserved by Governor Wentworth for himself. These 
shares had in most instances remained uncultivated and un
improved. Care was now taken that this gubernatorial privilege 
should be no longer allowed, and the Governor's rights, as they 
were called, were by the confirmation ch~n of New York 
accorded to those who should clear and cultivate them. 

Although it might have been supposed that the educated 
men in England, in the middle of the eighteenth century, would 
have been sufficiently acquainted with the topography of the 
English colonies in America, to have enabled them to speak 
and act with discrimination on matters pertaining to that sub
ject, yet such was by no means the case. It was then custom
ary for those occupying places of power and distinction, to 
apply to his Majesty for large grants of land in the colonies 
These applications were' generally received with favor, and the 
governon in the American colonies were then ordered to locate 
the amount of land which had been granted, in such places as 
the grantees might choose. By this mode of procedure, most 
extravagant demands were often made of the colonial governo~ 
sanctioned by royal authority, and had these demands been in 
all cases satisfied, the result would have been pernicious in the 
extreme.* 

• Aa ill8tanoe~ of the manner in which lands were bestowed by the CroWD. 
the following laote may be cited. On the 2oth of September, 1'166, "Walter 
Patteraon in behalf of the Bight Honorable Stephen Fox, Earl of IDchelter ; the 
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Although the Council of New York judged themselves 
authorized to dispose of the territory between Connecticut river 
and Lake Champlain, they were still willing to hear the remon
strances which were frequently made by those in possession 
under New Hampshire grants. Various petitions had already 
been presented for tracts of land on the west side of Connecticut 
river, which had been previously granted in townships by the 
government of New Hampshire. The Council conceived that it 
would be improper to reply to these petitions, until they should 
be apprised of the interests which would be affected by the answer 
they might give. They therefore decreed, on the 12th of Febru
ary, 17'67, that all proceedings on the petitions which had been 
offered, should be suspended, " until the appearance before his 
Excellency in Council, of such principal proprietor or proprie
tors of each Mpective township duly authorized to sue out a 
grant for the same in behalf of all the persons interested therein, 
and sufficiently prepared to give the fullest information to the 
Board respecting the shares of the several claimants."* 
M~ntime, the act by which the county of Cumberland was 

established, had been, agreeable to the laws and statutes of 
England, "transmitted to his Majesty for his royal approbation 
or disallowance." Whether the act itself was informal, or 
whether the formation of a county without first consulting the 
home government was regarded as an encroachment on the 
kingly or parliamentary prerogative, does not appear. It is 
plain, however, that the conduct of the Governor and Council 
in this instance, was not viewed with favor. The lords of the 
Privy Council for plantation affairs reported adversely to the 
act, and pursuant to their ad vice, the King, on the 26th of J nne, 

Right Honorable Henry Fox, Lord HoJland; Charlee Lee, FAq. ; Clotworthy 
Upton and himlelC," petitioned Governor Henry Moore of New York, that the 
20,000 acree of land which "His Majesty in Council" had been "gracio1llly 
pleued to order to be granted to each of them in the Province of New York," 
might be located .. followa:-20,000 acree in the townships of Fnlham and 
Putney, 20,000 acres in the townahipe of Weathendield and Windsor, 20,000 
acree in the townthipe of Hertford and Hartford, 20,000 acres in the townships 
of Brattleborough and Gnillord, 20,000 acres in the townahip of Fairlee, and 
between that and Newbury. Sir Henry Moore, who had lately been appointed 
Gonrnor, did not arrive in New York until the 12th of November following, 
and Lieut.-Gov. Colden, in whoee banda the adminiatration of aft'aira was then 
p~. did not deem it upedient to obey the royal order, and the petition waa 
laid lllide.-N. Y. Colonial :MSS., Land Papen, Tol ziz. 

• MS. CcKmcil Minutee, in ofliee Sec. State, N. Y., Tol :aix. Doc. Hiat. N. Y., 
iT. 588, 68tl. 
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declared it "void and of none ~fFect." This decision was com
municated to the Governor of New York, and by him was pub
lished to the inhabitants of the pl'Ovinoe, on the .Jd of December 
following. This proceedingwa6 shortly after followed by another 
equally unfavorable to the interest& of New Y o'rk. Owing to·& 
number of repnl8entations which had been made by parties in
terested in the lands which had lately been declared to be part 
of that province, the committee of the Oouncil for plantation 
afFail'8 counselled the King to command the Governor of New 
York, by" the most positive orders," to desist from making any 
grantsofthat partofthe tenitorylyingwestofConnecticut river, 
which had been chartered by Governor Wentworth. An order 
in Council to this effect wasaooordingly ill8ued on the 24:th of July, 
and his :Majesty's "highest displeasure" was denounced against 
the Governor, in case he should fail to observe these instructions.* 

When the repeal of the act by which the county of Oumbel'
land had been established, became known, numerous applia.
tions, representing " the distrell8 and great inconveuiences" 
under which the inhabitantB of that part of the country were 
laboring" through the want of a due administl'ation of justice," 
were again made to Governor Moore, and relief was sought far 
in terms which could not well be denied. The ~bject waa 
referred to the provincial Council, and as the result of their 
deliberations, the Governor was advised, on the lOth of Febru
ary, 1768, to direct the Attorney-General to prepare a draft of 
an: ordinance for erecting the lands which had been comprised 
within the former county, into another county of the same 
name. In accordance with the royal will, lettel'8 patent e~ta
blishing the county of Cumberland were soon after presented to 
the Council, and after amendment were, on the 18th of March, 
ordered to be engrossed. To this instrument the " Great Seal" 
of the province of New York was affixed on the 19th, and the 
county of Cumberland was again a fact. t On the inhabitants 
were bestowed all the "powel'8, privileges, and immunities" 
enjoyed by the inhabitants of the other conn ties in the province, 
and permission was given them to erect at their own charge a 
court-house and jail to be located in. the township of Chester, 
which ~ing nearest to the centre of the county, was declared 

• Doc. Bill N. Y., iT. ~11. 118. OounGII :Minute., ill ollloe 8M. 8tiiM, !If. 
Y., :uvi. 116; :oix. 250. 

t The boundariee of Cumberland county under the eecond charter, haTe beea 
previously recited on page 2. 
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to be "most convenient for that purpose.11 To carry out the 
provisions of the new charter, co1111:8 were eetabliabed on the 
same baais as before ; civil officers were nominated to manage 
the affairs of the ooanty ; and with the approbation of the 
Council of the province, commiasioas were issued on the 7th of 
April, to those who had been selected for office.* 

During the first quarter of the eighteenth century, the atten
tion of the Board of Trade iD England had been particularly 
directed to the evil results which would be likely to follow in 
case the inhabitants of the province of New York should be 
inhibited in the use of oertain kinde of timber which to them 
were of especial value. " One of the methods already thought 
of for malring this province more useful as to naval stores," 
wrote the learned Cadwallader Colden, in the year 1723, " is a 
severe prohibition of -cutting any white pines fit for 11l8Btl1. No 
doubt the destroying of ao necessary a commodity ought to be 
prevented, and it would be difficult to frame a law for that end 
with many eseeptions or limitations, which could be of much 
1J8e. On the other hand, when the literal breach of the law be
comes generally unavoidable, it must lose its force. The lands 
of this province are .granted, upon condition that the grantee, 
within three years after the grant, effectually cultivate three 
acres for every fifty granted, and it will not be supposed that it 
is the intent of the law to put a stop to cultivating the land, 
which, however, cannot be done without destroying the timber 
that grows upon it. One at firat is ready to fear that the poor 
planter is under a ud dilemma. If he does not cultivate, he 
cannot maintain his family, and he muat lose his land; if he 
does cultivate, he cuts down treea, for which he is in danger of 

• Book of Oommilli011a, m o41lee Sea. StMe, !f. Y., 1'161-1'1'10, v. 868, 8'14: 
Council ?dinutel, 1'166-1788, UTi 116, 118, 119. .Lawa ol N.Y., 1768, p. 469. 
Doc. Hiat. N. Y., iv. 611. 

Little ia known oonoeming the oourt and eouuty reeordll ol Cumberland 
eounty before the year 1'1'111. 'l'bat there were meh reoordl, there oa be no 
doubt. On • deed which iot eUll atant, made by Thomu Cballdler or Chelter 
to Ebenezer Holtoa, ia inacn"bed thia technical endorsement : • Received 
for Record, January ye 8th, 1'170, and Recorded in the Records of Deeds for the 
County of Cumberland, Lib. A. Folio '19, and aumined. John Chandler, Clerk:· 
The Hoa. Harry Bale of Che1lea, Vt., ba a letter to the author, daed Deeember 
lilt, 1851, conveya the lollo"'f'iD« iafona.tion oo this mbjeah-''ln 1818-4-1," he 
1r'J'it,.,., "I wu coontf olerk of ()rage coun\f, and recollect eeeius 10me emioua 
recorda ol the old Cumberland oounty in the clerk's oflice, where they may, pro
bably, now be found." Further enquiry hu elicited no new tact. on tbia mbjeat, 
and it ia doubtful wheUl• the " Gmio111 reo.Gs" IIH now in ezietenoe. 
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being undone by prosecution and fines. The inhabitants ~ 
not build houses without pine for boards and covering, nor send 
vessels to sea without masts. It cannot surely be the intent of the 
Legislature to put the inhabitants under such extreme hardships 
by denying us nece888J'Y timber while we live in the midst of 
such forests as cannot in many ages be destroyed-and the more 
that the King for whose use these trees are reserved, d~ not, nor 
has not made use of one tree for many years in this province. 

" But suppose," continued this prudent adviser, " the people 
could be restrained from cutting any white pines, it will not 
answer the end for which it was designed, for if the King were 
to send people to cut down masts in the place where they grow, 
and to transport them to such places where they can be carried 
by water, the charge will amount to treble the sum they might 
be bought for at Now York, if the carrying of them were left 
to the inhabitants themselves. The King in this case must 
have a great many hands and overseers in constant pay. He 
must buy horses, oxen and carriages, and maintain them or hire 
them after the most chargeable manner, whereas the country 
people carry these trees in the winter upon the snow and ice 
when they cannot labor in the ground, and are glad to make a 
little profit at any rate."* 

With such reasoning as this, did one in whose mind were 
ever uppermost the interests of the province of which he was a 
citizen, and over which he was subsequently stationed-with 
such reasoning as this, did he strive to hinder the passage of a 
law whose evil effects he plainly foresaw and correctly foretold. 
Notwithstanding these efforts, the restriction was promnlged, 
and became afterwards a favorite measure in the short-sighted 
policy of the home government towards the American colonies. 
In the charters which were subsequently iBBned by Governor 
Wentworth of New Hampshire, in the King's name, granting 
by townships the land lying between Connecticut river and 
Lake Champlain, a special condition was inserted, by which 
"all white and other .pine trees" fit for roasting the royal navy, 
were to be " carefully preserved for that nee," and none were 
to be " cut or felled" without special license. In case of disobe
dience, the :right which the grantee might have in the township 
where the offence was committed, was to revert to the King, 
and the offender was also declared "subject to the penalty of 

• Doo. BilL N.Y., i. '119, 'riO. 
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any act or acts of Parliament'' which were then or might there
after be enacted. A similar clause was inserted in the confir
mation and other charters which were afterwards issued by the 
provinc~ of New York. To the "Snrveyo:r-General of his Ma
jesty's Woods" was entrusted the enforcement of this restriction, 
and the prosecution of those who should disobey it. 

In answer to the proclamation of Lieutenant-Governor Colden, 
issued on the 28th of December, 1768, asserting the right of 
New York to jurisdiction as far eastward as Connecticut river, 
founded on the grant of Charles ll. to the Duke of York, Go
vernor Wentworth, as has been before stated, had published a 
counter-proclamation, on the 18th of .March, 1764, declaring that 
the grant to the Duke of York was obsolete, and that the western 
bounds of New Hampshire were co-extensive with thoee of Ma.s
eachnsetts and Connecticut. When by a special Order in Conn
ell, under date of J nly ~Oth, 1764, the title of the Duke of York 
was confirmed, and Connecticut river was fixed as the dividing 
line between New York and New Hampshire, Wentworth, in his 
gubernatorial capacity, submitted to the decision. In his private 
conduct, however, he showed especial favor to those who atill 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of New Hampshire over the 
"Grants," as the territory west of the Connecticut was called. 
John Wentworth, who, on the 11th of Angnst, 1766, succeeded 
his uncle, Benning Wentworth, as Governor of New Hampshire, 
succeeded him also in the office of "Snrveyo:r-General of His 
Majesty's Woods in all and singular His Majesty's Colonies and 
Plantations in North America." The former Governor, as Sut"
veyor-General, "had been charged withneglectofduty,and with 
indulging his deputies in selling and wasting the King's timb&r." 
The new Governor, unwilling to incur a similar imputation, de
termined to plll'8Ue a different course. For the pnrpose of 
becoming acquainted with the condition of the wooded land, 
with the care of which he as snrveyor was charged, " he fre.. 
quently traversed the forests," and thus obtained the informa
tion which he needed, by personal examination. But the spirit 
of malice which had actuated the uncle in his oonduct towards 
those settlers on the "Grants" who acknowledged the jurisdic-. 
tion of New York, wM not wanting to the nephew. The proof 
of this will hereafter appear.* 

• Doe. Hiat. N.Y., iT. 661H160, 11'1()-IS'T!l, 6'14, 6'76. Belknap'• IliA N. B., 
i. 837, 33S, 846. Thompeon'a Vt., Part n. p. IU. 

10 

\ 
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The township of Windsor had received its first charter from 
the province of New Hampshire, on the 6th of July, 1761. 
After the p888age of the order in Council of July 20th, 1764, 
another charter had been granted by New York, on the 7th of 
July, 1766, and with it eight hundred acres of land additional 
Although the second patent had been bestowed on the ~otion 
of some of the most influential citizens in the place, yet many 
of the inhabitants were opposed to the jurisdiction of New York, 
and denied the authority of the courts which were afterwards 
established by that province. In this township, situated on the 
west side of Connecticut river, and in the township of Cornish, 
situated on the opposite bank, there were growing, in the year 
1768, the finest forests of white pine tree__s to be found on the 
borders of that stream. The owners of the land whereon these 
forests grew, being for the most part friendly to the jurisdiction 
of New Hampshire and opposed to thai of New York, found it 
~asy to obtain from the Surveyor-General or his deputies, certi
ficates permitting them to fell certain trees "unfit for his Ma
jesty's service," and to appropriate them to their own use. 
Thus were they bnsy, day after day, in cutting and putting into 
the river, timber which was afterwards to be floated to the most 
convenient markets. Among those who refused to join with 
their neighbors in denying the authority of New York, were 
Capt. William Dean and his sons, Willard Dean and William 
Dean Jr. Wishing to procure some pine timber, not reserved 
by law, and observing with what ease certificates were obtained, 
Capt. Dean applied to Daniel Jones, a justice of the peace,~ 
siding at Hinsdale, New Hampshire, Benjamin Whiting of 
Newbury, and others of the Surveyor-General's deputies, to 
survey some trees for him and givle him a permit to cut such as 
they might deem unfit for his Majesty's service. These appli
cations were in all cases accompanied by the cnstomary offering 
of fourteen shillings, proclamation money, per diem. 

After vain solicitations on the part of Capt. Dean, at various 
times during four months, for a written permission, Whiting 
gave him verbal leave to cut such white pines as were unfit for 
the King's use. Dissatisfied with this license, Capt. Dean re
paired to Governor Wentworth, the Surveyor-General, informed 
him of the efforts he had made to procure a proper certificate 
from the deputy surveyors, and of the ill success he had met 
with, and desired that a special deputy might be appointed to 
make the necessary examination and grant his lawful request. 
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Whiting, who was present on this occasion, promised Capt. Dean 
in the presence of the Governor, that he would survey the 
timber for which he had applied, and give him a certificate 
within a fortnight from that time, specifying the trees which he 
might deem nnfit for the King's use. On returning home, Capt. 
Dean found that his sons, in consequence of the verbal license 
obtained from Whiting, had felled seventeen trees, much inferior 
in size to many which had been cut by his neighbors, and to all 
appearance nnsnited for naval purposes. Information of this 
circumstance having been carried to Governor Wentworth, he 
immediately set out for Windsor, for the purpose of punishing 
the Deans. On his way thither, "he rode through a pine forest 
in Cornish and dined in the midst thereof at the house of 
Samuel Chase, Esq., and must thereby have had a view of the 
notorious destruction of the same, as the pines, felled, lay on the 
ground on each side of the road, and around for many acres." 
Still these sights did not withdrSw his attention from the end 
which he had proposed. The friendship of the Deans towards 
the government of New York was to him a graver offence than 
that suggested by the evidences of destruction which surrounded 
him, and the opportunity of satisfying a grudge by the use of 
apparently legal means, was too good to be postponed to causes 
which should have demanded his most serious attention. 

A prosecution for" trespassing against his Majesty by cutting, 
felling, and destroying many white pine trees" on lands in 
Windsor, was commenced against the Deans in the court of 
Vice-Admiralty for the province of New York. Writs were 
granted by the Hon. Richard Morris, Judge of the Vice
Admiralty, and were placed for execution by Thomas Lud
low, Provost Marshal in the same judicatory, in the hands of 
Whiting, who at the same time waa made Deputy Marshal. 
Armed with the authority of the law, and a brace of pistols, Whit
ing, on the 29th of August, 1769, entered the dwelling-house of 
Capt. Dean, who was at that time at Springfield, Massachusetts, 
and without any opposition arrested his two sons. On the 
evening of the same day he delivered the prisoners to the care 
of his assistants, Benjamin Wait and Samuel Patrick, whom he 
supplied with pistols and ammunition ; and having commanded 
them to fire on the prisoners if they should endeavor to escape, 
or take advantage of any attempted rescue, he departed. 
Wait and Patrick remained on guard until the next morning, 
when the former aelivered his pistol to James Rosebrook. 
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During· the day, while the prisoners were preparing for tiheir 
journey to New York where they were ordered to appeai' for 
trial, they were watched by Patrick and Rosebrook. 1· Towiu'da 
evening, Solomon Emmons and David· Getchel D1ade their 
appearance, and informed the last mentioned keepers, that by 
the order of ·Israel Curtis, a justice of the peooe, they had 
come to stand guard during the night. The . pntols were 
accordingly delivered to Emmons and Getchel, with orders to 
fire as before. 

On the morning of the 31st, as William Dean Jr. ·was stand~ 
ing in the outer doorway of his bouse, in which he had for two 
days been a prisoner, Israel Curtis came up. . Dean· deaired 
him not to enter. Curtis, upon this, seized Dean, and puehing 
him a considerable distance, vociferated, "Y oa blockhead; you 
rascal, how dare you bid me not to·come into your house j Don't 
you know that I am a justice of the peaee i 1 have a right te 
break into your house and break all the locks that are in it, 
and have a right to pull your house down over your head1 an4 
by the living God, I will make yon know it· in less than one 
month." Thereupon, Curtis took the·pisto]s from the ~ 
and gave them to Enoch Judd and Elnathan Strong, with 
orders to fire the prisoners through, or " break their bones with 
clubs" should they attempt to escape. Terrified by sueh 
language and commands, Mrs. Dean, the wife of the prisoner, 
"fell into a fit," from which she did not :recover for sev-eral 
hours. A little before noon of the 88.nie day, Whiting came again 
to the house, and having placed the prisoners in 'the CIU'e ~ 
Wait and Rosebrook, ordered the party to proceed to Hinsdale 
on' their way to the city of' New York. This or®r they 
obeyed . 
. On the evening of September lst, the guards with their 

prisoners having reached Westminster, were ·there met, at t:h.e 
inn of Ephraim Ranney, by one John Grout, an attorney-at-law 
in Cumberland county. Having been informed by the Deans 
6f the misery of their condition, of the·· ill usage they .had 
received, and of the restraint·under which they had been kept, 

·Grout asked the guards whether the prisoners had behaved 
improperly or shown a dispoiition to escape. Being answered 
in the negative, he declared that prisoners ought not to be 
carried under the "terror of death," nor " threatened with 
beating," provided they conducted with decorum while in 
custody, and were submissive to their keepers; that Whiting 
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was much at fault, in suffering the prisoners to be treated in 
liUch a barbarous manner; and that they, the prisoners, had the 
right, should they choose to e~ercise it, of bringing an action 
against the guards for abusing the privileges of their office. 
The conversation being renewed on the morning of September 
24, Grout -88il6lted that prisoners taken on a mesne process, 
"ought not to be carried to prison under terror of firtr~ and 
that in case they should attempt to escape, their keepers wQuld 
have no right to kill them, or to disable them by firing on them." 
He then asked Uie Deans whether they would promise not to 
make any attempt to escape. To this question they replied 
affirmatively. He then endeavored by threats and promises to 
persuade the guards to unload their pistole. In this attempt 
he succeeded, but was unable to make them burn their ammu
nition. He also counselled the guards to treat the prisoners 
with kindness, and the prisoners to be obedient to their keepers, 
and by no means to attempt to escape. The prisoners, who 
were almost destitute of money, requested Grout to repair to 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and o~tain for them pecuniary 
aistance fi:om tlleir father. Having accepted the commission 
be soon after starte4 on hla journey. The guards with their 
prisooel"8 were not long in following, and on arriving at Hi.n.!l-: 
dale in the evening, were rejoined by-Grout, wh,o haq arrived 
before them. 

While Wait and Rosebrook were engaged in conducting tPeir 
prisonel"8 fi:om Windsor to Hinsdale, Whiting, . on in.funnation 
presented to Governor Wentworth by Daniel Jones, a . deputy 
anrveyor, had, with the 888istance of Amos Tute, one of the_ 
eoronel"8 of Cumberland county, arrested Ebenezer Fisher of 
Brattleborough, oo Saturday, September 2d, charged with the 
same offence whlch had been imputed to the Deans. On the 
evening of the same day, Whiting went with his prisoner to 
the house of Samuel Welle, who resided in Brattleborough, ,and 
who was one of the judges of the inferior court of Common 
Pleas. Having informed him of the arrests he had made on 
process from the court-of' VietrAdmiralty, he told him that he 
eboold expect his . aid as a magistrate, provided there should be 
oceasion for it. In :reply, Welle e~preesed his dislike to the 
proceedings, and said that. they were "spiteful or malicious 
actions," and were owing .to Governor Wentworth's dislike to 
the people on the west side of the Connecticut. Continuing the 
convel"88tion, Welle asked Whiting by which way he intended 
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to carry his pri.Eoners to New Y (\rk ; whether through Maesa
chuqetts and Connecticut, or through the woods to Albany. 
Whiting made answer that he was undecided as to the route 
he should pursue, and remarked that Jones and Groot had told 
him, that by the laws of M888achnsetts there were regulations 
by which officers of other governments could convey prisoners 
through that province, if necessary. Wells replied that he 
knew of no such regulations, but if there were any such, he 
should advise him to go by that way, as the travelling would 
be much easier than by the road through the woods to Albany, 
which was but little travelled, and for a part of which a guide 
would be indispensable. Having learned on whose information 
Fisher had been arrested, and Fisher having stated that he had 
taken only such trees as had been blown down years before, 
and such as were partly decayed, Wells told Whiting that he 
was inclined to believe the prisoner's statement, as he knew of 
his having such logs in his pOSBession, and that he had brought 
none other than such to his saw-mitl. He added, moreover, that 
the conduct of Jones appeared to him "malicious and vexa
tious." Whiting then observed that he had no power to release 
Fisher, but that Jones probably had; and desired Wells to meet 
him and Jones at the house of Amos Tute in Hinsdale,* on the 
Monday following, for the purpose of consulting in reference 
to the prisoner's enlargement. To this proposition W ella 
assented. 

In connection with the conversation above detailed, W ella 
asked Whiting whether he had any means of procuring the a~ 
tendance of witnesses, and who the witnesses were. Whiting 
answered that he had with him blank subprenas, which he 
should fill up with the names of those who could prove what 
was alledged against the prisoners, and serve. According to 
the terms of these subprenas, witnesses were required to obey 
the directions they contained under the penalty of one hundred 
pounds. This representation having given rise to debate, Wella 
read from Jacob's Law Dictionary under the title Subprena, to 
the effect that the penalty was inserted " in terrorem," and was 
not recoverable of the witness in case he should not attend 
agreeable to the summons. It further appeared in the course 
of conversation, that the witnesses, although commanded to ap
pear in the city of New York, were to receive but two or three 

• :Now Vernon. 
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shillings to compensate them for their loss of time, and defray 
the expenses of their journey. 

At the close of this conference, Whiting proceeded to ·Hins
dale, where he found Grout in consultation with the Deans, who 
with their keepers had that day come from Westminster. 
Tnming to Whiting, Grout endeavored to persuade him to go 
with his prisoners through the provinces of' MassachusettB and 
Connecticut. In support of this advice he mentioned the diffi
eulties which beset the way through the mountains to Albany, 
the excellence of the other route, the license contained in the 
laws of Massachusetts and Connecticut, allowing officers of other 
jurisdictions to convey prisoners through those provinces, and 
the legal right which the guards would have, should they adopt 
the course recommended, to require the assistance of the people 
of the county through which they might be passing, in case an 
attempt should be made to rescue the prisoners. Wait then told 
Whiting that Grout had said at Westminster that he, meaning 
Whiting, " had no right to carry fire-arms when he had any 
prisoner in his custody." Upon hearing this statement, Grout 
not only acknowledged it as his own, but reiterated it, and added 
that he would make Whiting comprehend its meaning. 

On Sunday morning, September 3d, Whiting informed Grout 
that he intended to set out for Albany with his prisoners, on the 
Tuesday following, by the way of the woods. Grout in reply 
acquainted Whiting with his business at Springfield, and desired 
him to tarry at Hinsdale until his return, which he fixed on 
Tuesday night. Whiting made no promise, and Grout soon 
after set out on his journey down the river. 

Early on the morning of the 4th, by previous agreement, 
Wells repaired to Hinsdale and there met Whiting and Fisher. 
As the object of this meeting was to consult with Jones, the 
deputy-surveyor, in regard to the release of Fisher, and 88 Jones 
resided on the opposite side of the river, Whiting, in company 
with Major John Arms, the High Sheriff of the county, crossed 
over to find him. During their absence, Wells took the pri
soners into an adjoining orchard and engaged them in conversa
tion. Meantime, Wait observed the whole proceeding, 88 he 
stood before the door of the house where his party were lodged. 
The interview being ended, Wells inquired ot' Wait concerning 
the route by which he supposed the prisoners would be conveyed 
to New York. On being told that they would probably be 
taken across the mountains, he remarked that it would be easier 
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to go down the river, as they would thus gain the advantage of 
" a good road all the way." Wait then remarked that Whiting 
had not decided when he left ·windsor, upon the course he 
should pursue in travelling. Wells answered, that if Whiting 
had decid.ed to pass through MassachusettB, and Grout had 
known of it before his departure, he would probably have lain 
in wait at Springfield and rescued the prisoners. Such a trans
action Wait declared would only have created trouble and 
increased the costs of the trial, as the prisoners would have been 
pursued and again arrested. By this time Whiting and Arms 
had returned. Satisfactory explanations having been given, 
Fisher was by Jones's direction released, and allowed to depart 
without any recognizance. Wells then repeated, in substance, 
to Whiting what he had before said to Wait in reference to the 
intended. journey, telling him among other things, "that he 
would never get acrOBB the woods, and had much better go 
down the river where he could go in a canoe or have a good 
road all the way." He however advised him, in case he should 
go by the mountain road, to get one Stockwell for a pilot, who, 
he said, was reputed to know the way well. 

On the afternoon of the 5th, which was Tuesday, Whiting and 
his party started on their journey. At the time of their depar
ture Grout was still absent. On their way through Brattle
borough they met Sheiiff .Arms at Wells's saw-mill, which was 
situated beside the highway, and from him received an·invit&
tion to stop at his house when they should reach it, and take 
some refreshment. On arriving at his house, a dinner was pro
vided for them, and on sitting down at the table, they discovered 
that Wells and Daniel Whipple were also guests of Major Arms. 
During the repast, Wells sent to his house for rum, "and 
having made some liquor they all drank and conversed freely 
together." At the request of Whiting, Wells advised the pri
soners, as they had but little money with them, to give Whiting 
an obligation under their hands, for the repayment of what he 
should expend for them on the road. To this proposal they 
agreed, and Wells having written the obligation, they executed 
it. As conversation became less restrained, owing in part to 
the excellence of the "liquor/' Wells told Whiting that had he 
gone through Massachusetts, he thought Grout would have arrest
ed him on behalf of his prisoners for false imprisonment, and 
that the prisoners would have been set at liberty. . In the same 
manner, others of the company bantered him, until growing 
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angry, he intimated that Wells had sent Grout on his errand to 
Springfield, told him " he was a pretty devil of a judge to at
tempt to serve him in that manner," and furth~r declared, that 
it ~as his duty as a magistrate, " rather to .assist an officer with 
prisoners, than to try to lead him into ·a snare." To these un
courteous remarks Wells replied, " that, so far from leading him 1 
into & sn&fEl, he never knew that Grout .had gone to Massachu
setts, until.Whiting had so informed him." " Had I sent Grout 
to Springfield," said he, "do you think I would h~ve advised 
you not to go that way j" Changing his tone, he declared that 
the arrest of the Deans was " but a bad or a spiteful action," 
that he was determined tQ assist them to the ext~nt of his power., 
and ,intimated his regret that he was not able to set them free. 
Whiting seemed satisfied with the former part of this explana
tion, and, the dinner being ended, requested Wells to accompany 
him two or three miles and show him the road to Albany, with 
which request he complied. As they were proceeding on their 
journey, the prisoners on foot being unable to keep pace with 
Whiting who was on horsepack, were told by him, that unless 
they travelled faster, he would fasten them together with ropes 
or straps, and throwing them across hie horse. would carry them 
in that way, or would tie them to the animal's tail in order that 
they might learn the proper step. Wells then counselled thezr;1 
to make 88 much haste 88 they could conveniently, to be 
obedient to their guards, and by no means to attempt an escape. 
With this advi~ they promised to comply. Before parting, 
Whiting remarked to Wells that his ad vice had caused the 
prisoners to walk much faster, and thanked him for all the 
f&vors Jle had shown him. 

Whiting. conveyed his prisoners that day as far as Marl
boroll.gh, ~d obtained. lodgings at a kind of a half inn kept by 
one Stowell. During . the night, the small log-house which 
they occupied was beset by a ~dy of 1:11en from Brattleborough 
and Guilford, who broke into the lower part and behaved)n a 
very riot9ua manner, swearing they would release the DeMS 
or pull down the b:uilding, and at the ~e time uttE!ring. many 
violent threats agai.nst Whiting. .This tumult was owing to the 
language. which Whiting had nsed to his prisoners in the p:r:e
sence. of Wells, and which Wells had reported on his rElturn 
home. When the mob Md been. mformed that the Deans had 
not been treated with the violence which had been threatened, 
they made no further trouble. · 
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On the morning of the 6th, Wells, who had received a 
message from Sheriff Arms, announcing the tumult of the pre
ceding night, immediately mounted his horse, and with the 
sheriff rode to the place where Whiting and his party had 
lodged. Being assured that the people had dispersed without 
committing any acts of violence, and having collected such 
information as suited their magisterial purposes, they returned. 

· Warrants were soon after issued for the arrest of the three 
principal leaders, and two of them having been taken, were 
bound by recognizance to appear at the next general session 
of the county court. Wells declared openly that those engaged 
in the disturbance ought to be severely punished, and that he 
would do all within his power to bring the guilty ones to 
justice. 

Grout, who had left Hinsdale on Sunday morning, arrived at 
Springfield the next day, and informed Oapt. Dean of what 
had befallen his two sons, of their extreme destitution, and of 
the determination of Whiting to leave with them for New 
York by the way of the woods on the noon of the following 
Tuesday. On account of a cause depending before the inferior 
court of Oommon Pleas then sitting at Springfield, to which 
Dean was obliged to attend, he was not able to reach Hinsdale 
until Tuesday night. Finding that Whiting had left with the 
prisoners, Dean proceeded to Brattleborough, where on Wed
nesday morning he saw Wells. Understanding by him and 
others, that the process issued from the court of Admiralty was 
against him as well as his sons, he, by Wells's advice, set out for 
New York to surrender himself to the Marshal, and take trial 
with his sons. When within about thirty miles of that city, he 
overtook Whiting, who placed him in custody, and on arriving 
at the place of destination, lodged him and his sons in jail. 

On the application of Oapt. Dean and his sons, James Duane 
of the city of New York, who believed the prosecution to be 
hard and unjust, undertook their defence as Proctor in the 
Vice-Admiralty court. Being of opinion that they could not be 
held to bail on such a prosecution, he moved that they should 
be discharged on entering their appearance. This motion the 
conrt overruled, and ordered them to be held to bail in a large 
sum. Not being fortunate enough to procure the specified 
bail, they were imprisoned. Finding that they should be 
utterly unable to pay the expenses of a trial, they petitioned 
the judge of Admiralty to give judgment against them, which 
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was doM. Being equally unable to pay the :fines and costa 
which were imposed on them as the result of their default, they 
were recommitted. to prison, where they remained for several 
months. During this time, as the little money they had brought 
with them, and received from the sale of f.4eir horses, was 
expended, and as they had no means of purchasing food, they 
desired Duane to intercede with the judge of the Admiralty in 
their behalf, and by his order to procure for them an allowance 
of bret)d and water, to which they were entitled as prisoners at 
the suit of the Crown. The judge having declared that he 
had no right to direct such a supply, Capt. Dean entered into 
negotiations with his friend Wells for the sale of his effects on 
his farm at Windsor, in order to raise money therefrom for the 
support of himself and his sons. In answer to WellS, who con
sulted with him on the subject, Duane expressed his approba
tion of the act as one that was both legal and philanthropic. 
That n() disadvantage through misrepresentation or otherwise, 
might attach to Wells on acconnt of the share which he would 
bear in the transaction, Duane waited upon the judge of the 
Admiralty, and laid the whole matter before him. The judge 
made no objection to the proceedings, nor did he in any man
ner evince his dislike thereto. In consequence of this informa
tion, Capt. Dean, on the 14th of November, pending the suit, 
gave Wells a bill of sale of all his household goods and personal 
estate, the proceeds from which enabled him to support him
self and his sons in prison. When the trial came on, the judge 
having decided that the defendants had been guilty of the 
charges alledged against them, and therefore had incurred the 
penalties of the statute in that case provided, directed an 
execution against their goods and chattels, but these having 
been previously alienated to Wells, the recovery of the penal
ties was rendered impossible. 

While matters were in this condition, Governor Wentworth, 
on the lOth of February, 1770, wrote to Lieutenant-Governor 
Colden, condemning in strong· terms Wells's conduct. After 
summing up his misdemeanors, he concluded on that subject in 
these words: "Attempting to mislead an officer, countenancing 
open, daring trespassers, and aiding in throwing the charge of 
their prosecution on the Crown, are so heinous in any subject, 
but in a judge so highly ruinous and dishonorable to the service, 
that I think it my duty to the king, herein again to assure you, 
that every public mischief must result to the department of 
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Surveyor of Woods, if Mr. Wells cloath'd with the power and 
influence of magistracy, may still be an example of counteract
ing and f.rustrating such useful and essentialla ws with impunity." 
The remainder of the letter was occupied with eulogiums on 
the "just, legal, and impartial administration of the court of 
Vice-Admiralty," regrets at the unhappy state of feeling then 
existing among the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants, 
and promises of assistance in supporting law and order. 

Accompanying this communication was a memorial of the 
same date from Governor Wentworth as Surveyor-General to 
Lieutenant-Governor Colden and the Council. In defence of 
the proposal which was to follow, he declared that by "the 
express terms" of the charters iBBued "under the public seal of 
New Hampshire," lands were to revert to the king, " with 
right of r&entry" when those who held them were guilty of 
·cutting the pine trees with which they abounded, without first 
obtaining a liceuse. In conformity with this stipulation, he 
desired that the lands in Windsor where the tresp888 had been 
committed, might be taken from the Deans and escheated to 
the king. He further remarked, that by such a course the 
laws for the preservation of his Majesty's roasting timber would 
be more effectually enforced. If other measures, he added in 
conclusion, shall be pursued, " that penalty of the statute 
which was wisely formed, and which by the experience of 
nearly half a century has in other provinces been found 
effectual," will be eluded and defied. 

These documents having been read before the Council of 
New York on the 14th of March, an answer to that portion of 
them in which Wells was charged with misconduct, in advanc
ing money on the personal effects of the Deans, was deemed 
just and proper. Governor Wentworth was in consequence 
informed on the 21st of March, "that the persons who 888igned 
the goods were then in prison; that having no means of sub
sistence, Mr. Duane, their counsel at law, advised the 888ign
ment of the goods as necessary for their support, which were 
of small value, and were sold to Mr. Wells, and the monies 
applyed accordingly; that ·Mr. Wells declined taking the 
goods, until Mr. Duane 888ured him he might do it with safety; 
and that his acceptance of the goods was therefore rather to be 
considered as an act of humanity, than prejudicial to the 
Crown." 

On the 14th of August, a committee consisting of 1Yilliam 
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Smith, Henry Cruger, and Henry White, were appointed by an 
order ot the GoTemor and Connell 'Of the ·province of New 
York, to CODI!ider the·· letter and memorial of Governfl)r Want
worth, and the accompanying documents. ·In answer , to the 
first charge brought against Mr. Wells, namely, that he endeavol'
ed to frustrate the arrest of certain ·persons lawfully prosecuted, 
the committee, after · e:ra.mining ·his own deelaration and the 
depositions of a nttmber of witnee&es, replied in tht:>Se words: ........ 
"We cannot see sufficient en use to· ad vise, either a removal 
of Mr. Wells from the places he holds, or any prosecution 
against an officer, wl10 we are informed sustaim a fair character, 
e-ren in a district where there .are not wanting some persons, 
to whom, from their attachment to the unjustifiable claim of 
the province of New Hampshire, and his zeal in &sllerting the 
right and jurisdiction of this colony, he must be peculiarly 
obnoxious." To the other charge alledged against Mr. Wells, 
namely, that he had taken a conveyance of the effects of the 
offenders, pending the suit, to prevent a recovery of the penalty 
which they had incurred, the committee made answer, that 
"parties prosecuted, had by law a right to convey away their 
effects, and Mr. Wells's acceptance of the grant, with the cau
tion, and in the circumstances, and for the ends proved by Mr. 
Duane, we cannot conceive to be in the least degree criminal." 
The committee further advised, that copies of the depositions 
then in their hands should be sent to Mr. Wentworth, " in 
jnstification of the conduct of this government, and to show his 
Excellency our readiness to make diligent examination into the 
matters of hts complaint." 

In answer to the request contained in the memorial, that the 
lands of the tresp888ers might be declared forfeited, the com
mittee, in cpncluding their report, replied :-We " conceive that 
advantages of broken conditions expreBSed in royal grants, are 
to be taken in a legal course, by regular prosecutions against 
the patentee ; and that it would be manifestly improper to order 
any steps for that purpose in.the present case, because· we con
sider the grant which his Excellency refers to, as merely void 
f'or want of authority in the government of New Hampshire, to 
iBBue patents for lands (as has been done in many instances) on 
the wt:>St side of Connecticut river." 

In this manner ended the foolish attempt of Governor Went
worth to gratify his feelings of dislike towards the inhabitants 
of' the "Grants," who acknowledged the jurisdiction of New 
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York, by persecuting a few harmless individuals, who, if they had 
committed any wrong by tre8p888, bad been driven to it by the 
negle~t of the Surveyor-General's deputies. It does not appear 
that the prosecution against the Deans was continued after the 
Council of New York bad expressed their opinion so plainly on 
the subject, and it is more than probable that the suit was 
abandoned, when it was found that the real motives of Governor 
Wentworth, in pursuing the course he bad adopted, were more 
deserving of reprobation than of praise.* 

• Doa. H.lat. N.Y., iv. 621-688, ~60. MS. Depolition of Ephraim Ranney 
and SDence, hie wife, Mareh 28d, 17'10; aleo of Rachel Dean, wife of William 
Dean Jr. MS. Conncil Minute., ill oflioe Sec. StateN. Y., 1'1'10, pp. 179, 181, 198, 
1911-111'1. 
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PBOGBESS OF OBGA.HIZA.TIO:N. 

Gloueater County eltabliahed--ae.iODI of the Court at Kingeland-CoL Nathan 
Stone of Windaor--Hia Conference with CoL Samuel Well&-Troublee at 
Windaor--.Aseault on the Sheriif of Cumberland County-Attempt to Overawe 
the Conrts-Dialike towards John Grout, an Attomey-Determination to'' Throw 
him over the Bar"-Grout taken by the Mob-Carried to Charleostown
Thence to Windaor--He rem- to aacept the Terma of the Rioten-Eecap81 
.&om Confinement-The Inhabitante of the "Grante" petition the King-Large 
Tracta of Land in Hinlldale and Guilford granted by Gov. Tryon to CoL 
Howard-Dieturbance at Pntney-Attempte at Jail Building by Thomaa 
Chandler--D.oription of the Jaile-Tbe People of Cumberland County petition 
for a Removal of the Shire Town from Cheeter--Chandler'a Objectiona to a 
Change-Subjeot brought before the Legielatnre of New York-Act paaaed for 
erecting County Bnildinga--Weat.minlter chosen aa the County Town-The 
" Old Court HOUle." 

THE territory north of Cumberland county had for several years 
been the resort of a " lawless banditti of felons and criminals," 
who found in that distant region a safe retreat from creditors 
and officers of the law. There were also living there, a nnmber 
of poor but reputable people, who, actuated by the desire of 
extending their possessions and enticed by the cheapness of the 
land, had settled almost beyond the bounds of civilization, and 
were striving to subdue the wilderness, and adorn the steeps of 
the Green mountains and the shores of the Connecticut with the 
luxuriance of waving harvest-fields. After the formation of 
Cumberland county, it was generally understood that the re
maining portions of the " Grants" were to be deemed a part of 
Albany county. The authority of the latter county in the dis
trict referred to, was, however, merely nominal, and but little 
respect was paid to officers who issued their precepts at a dis
tance of two hundred miles from the place where they were to 
take effect, and then left it to chance or a wandering peddler 
to effect a service. Weary of living without laws, the intel-
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ligent and well disposed inhabitants of the new country, sent a 
petition to the city of New York asking for the establishment 
of a county. The subject was taken up in Council, on the 28th 
of February, 1770, Lieutenant-Governor Colden being present, 
and its discussion resulted in the passage of an order, directing 
his Majesty's Attorney-General to prepare the draft of an ordi
nance establishing as a separate county by the name of Glou
cester, the territory lying north of the north line of' Cumberland 
county, and extending from the Green mountains to Connecticut 
river. The ordinance was passed on the 16th of March, and 
from that period dates the formation of the county of Glou
cester. At the same time, Kingsland was selected as the county 
tow·n.* · 

On the 29th of May following, the first term of the courts of 
Common Pleas and of General Sessions was held at Kingsland, 
which was then little more than a wilderness. A full bench of 
judges was 'present, also three of the four justices of the quorum 
and the sheriff, but it does not appear that any busine88 was 
transacted. The court met again at the same .place on the 28th 
of August, and after appointing four constables, Simeon Stevens 
for Newbury, Jesse McFarland for Moretown, Abner Howard 
for Thetford, and Samuel Pennock for Strafford, adjourned for 
three months. On assembling at the appointed time, the 27th 
of November, the "eight causes" on the docket were "put 
over ;" the constabulary force of Thetford was increased by the 
addition of Ebenezer GreeD; Samuel Pennock, Ebenezer 
Martin, Ebenezer Green, and James Allen, were made county 
surveyors, and the · seasion was brought to a close. In the 
following year, on the 25th of February, Judge John Taplin, 
Sheriff John Taplin Jr., and John Peters, who served in the 
double capacity of clerk and justice of the quorum or assistant 
justice, set out from Moretown for Kingsland for the purpose 
of dispensing justice as usual. Owing to the depth of the snow 
they were obliged to travel on rackets, and the difliculty of this 
mode of progression was increased by the want of a road. On 
the second day of their journey, having travelled a considerable 
distance, and being unable to decide as to their situation, except 
that they were " far in the woods," they made a halt and " the 
court was ordered to be opened on the spot." The records of 
the doings on this occasion and at the next session are in these 

• The boundarlee of Glouceeter county are given, e111U, pp. 6, 6. 
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words : " The court, if one, adjourned over until the last Tues
day in May next, at which time it was opened, and after dis
posing of one ease of bastardy, adjourned to August next." 
The inconveniences of holding the courts in a locality 88 unset
tled and unknown as Kingsland being evident, au ordinance 
was passed by the Council of New York on the 9th of April, 
1772, directing the courts of Common PleM and General Sessions 
of the peace for Gloucester eonnty, to be held in the township 
of N ewbnry on the last Tuesday in the mouths of February 
and August, "during the space of seven years." From this 
time the throne of eoTereign law was, doubtlees, established in 
greater dignity, and the sceptre of juatiee regarded with more 
profound respect. • 

The inhabitants of Windsor, most of whom adhered to the 
jurisdiction of N fJW Hampshire, were willing that those who 
favored the government of New York should be severely 
punished for misdemeanors, 88 has been plainly seen in the case 
of the Deans, before recited. They also denied the authority of 
the courts established by New York, and were ever ready to 
resist the execution of precepts issuing therefrom. During the 
month of May in the year 1 '17'0, 88 Samuel Wells of Brattle· 
borough, one of the judges of the Inferior court of Common 
Pleas ~r Cumberland county, was returning home from 8 jour
ney, he called on Col. Nathan Stone of Windsor, 8 justice of the 
peace under a New York commiesion, but at heart and in action 
a coOperator with those who maintained the supremacy of New 
Hampshire titles. Aa Wells was leaving, Stone mounted his 
hone and aecompanied his guest almost to the limits of the 
town. Their discourse happening to turn on the opposition 
which bad been made .by the people of Windsor to the sheriff, 
who not long before had endeavored to serve some precepts 
there, Stone declared that no writs nor precepts from either of 
the courts of the county should be served in Windsor ; that the 
formation of the county was a sham ; that the patent authorizing 

• Book of OommialioDI, in oftice Sea. StateN. Y., 1'1111-1'1'10, v. 440; 1'1'1o-
1 '189, D. 'ri. 27. Deming"• Vt. Officers, p. 119. Doc. Hiat. N. Y., iv. &34, 6311. 

The townllhip of Wuhington, eituated in the north·weetern pwt of Orange 
ecnmty, eomprieel the territory, formerly included within the botUlda or KiDp 
land. Kingllmd W'U probably olwtered early in 1'170. Boon after that event, a 
to1FD plot waa laid out into village Iota near the centre of the town, and a log jail 
W'U erected. The latter circUIDitance gave the name or Jail Branch to two 
.cz.e- which take theiJ' rise in Wuhington. One of th- emptiea into the 
wm-Jd. the other Into Wait'e river.-Thompeon'e Vt., Part m p. 189. 
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its erection was a libel, since it contained expressions in regard 
to the inhabitants of the "Grants" which were untrue ; that 
justice could not be obtained in the county because of the cor
ruption of the judges and of the other officers ; that the courts 
were ruled entirely by John Grout, an attorney, residing at 
Chester, and that he, Stone, was determined to oppose the 
authority of the courts and the judges so long as he had" a drop 
of blood in his veins." He further informed Wells that friend
ship had induced him to bear him company until he had passed 
most of the settlements in the town, and intimated that should 
Wells ride alone through the town, he would be in danger of 
being assaulted by the people. 

Wells endeavored to convince Stone of the danger of resist
ing the administration of justice, and exhorted him to alter his 
determination, telling him, that if the people would for the future 
make no opposition to the free execution of the laws, it would 
be the most likely method to induce the civil authority to pass 
over, " in the tenderest manner," the opposition which had 
already been made. He also remarked, that if Grout or any of 
the justices or officers had committed any wrong, the law 
provided a sufficient remedy, and was the only medium by 
which offenders could be properly punished. To a final obser
vation on the part of Wells, expressive of a fear lest Stone's 
determination to withstand the authority of the courts had 
been hastily made, Stone replied, that he had resolved, at least 
five or six months before, to resist the execution of writs; "that 
while he had life, he would oppose the sheriff, and that the peo
ple of Windsor and some other places would join and stand by 
him to the last drop of their blood." 

A few days after this interview and before the end of the 
month of May, Daniel Whipple, the high sheriff of the 
county, in order to retake Joseph Wait, Benjamin Wait, Nathan 
Stone and Samuel Stone of Windsor, who, having been arrested 
by him a short time previous, on a precept from the Inferior 
court of Common Pleas, had been rescued by a number of 
armed men, collected a posse of a dozen or fifteen persons, 
among whom was John Grout, and with them repaired to the 
house of Joseph Wait, in order to arrest him. Being infonned 
that he was at the house of Benjamin Wait, the sheriff proceeded 
thither. He had gone but a short distance, when he perceived 
a body of armed men approaching. Conspicuous in the crowd 
were those against whom the precept was issued. Accompany· 
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ing them were David Stone, Steel Smith, Elisha Hawley, Peter 
Levins, Benjamin Thurston, Samuel Gridley, David Getchel, 
Jacob Getchel, Ebenezer Hoisington, senior andjunior, Simeon 
Mills, Enoch Judd, Ebenezer Curtis, Solomon Emmons, John 
Benjamin, Andrew Norton, Jonathan Noble, John White, 
Samuel Whiston, Elnathan Strong, Joseph Thompson, Joseph 
King, and Aaron Bartlett, some of whom were office-holders in 
the county, and nearly all inhabitants of Windsor. The party 
appeared to be under the general direction of Nathan Stone, 
who was armed with a sword. The sheriff on approaching 
within hearing distance, made proclamation in form of law for 
them to disperse, but without effect. The rioters, led on by 
Joseph Wait, who for a time assumed command, then made an 
assault upon the sheriff and his posse, whom they soon over
powered. Wait, being armed with 'a club and pistol, struck at 
Grout twice with the former weapon, but he avoiding the blow, 
Wait levelled his pistol at him, whereupon he surrendered. 
The sheriff and his posse having been conducted to the house 
of Joseph Wait, were informed, that one, at least, of their num
ber would be detained as a prisoner until the sheriff, Grout, and 
some others, should enter into bonds in the sum of five hundred 
pounds, to be forfeited if the action on which the sheriff was 
attempting to take them was further prosecuted, or if any 
of the inhabitants of Windsor should be prosecuted at the next 
general sessions for any crimes, whatever might be their nature. 
They also demanded of the sheriff, that he should engage to 
make return upon the process against Joseph Wait, Benjamin 
Wait, Nathan Stone, and Samuel Stone, that those persons could 
not be found in his bailiwick. To these terms the sheriff refnsed 
to assent. To attempt to force him to a compliance was, to say 
the least, unpleasant. For this reason, and through fear lest a 
continuance of violent measures might bring upon them deserved 
retribution, the rioters released him and his posse, without 
conditions, after having detained them as prisoners about seven 
hours. 

On the 3d of June, which was the Sunday before the sitting 
of the courts of the county, Bildad Andros, of Westminster, 
called at the house of Judge Wells, in Brattleborough, and 
showed him a copy of a letter written by Israel Curtis, one of 
his Majesty's justices of the peace by commission from New 
York, and directed to a certain Mr. Webb, of Westminster. 
From this document Wells inferred, that Curtis, Stone, and a 

Digitized by Coogle 



164 HISTORY OJ' EASTERN TEBKONT. [1770. 

number of others, from Windsor, intended to assemble at Chester 
for the purpose of disturbing the court and exciting a tumult. 
In consequence of this information, Wells, in company with 
Joseph Lord, his 8880Ciate on the bench, set out lij:l soon aa 
pOBBible for Chester, where they arrived on the evening of th~ 
4th of June, and immediately presented the copy of Curtis's 
letter to Thomas Chandler, the first judge of the court, and 
to some justices of the peace who happened to be present. 
After consultation, the magistrates decided, in view of the 
ambiguous terms in which the missive was couched, that they 
would make no preparations to resist an attack, but would pro
ceed with business unless prevented by force. 

On the morning of the 6th, which was the day appointed for 
the opening of the court, Col Stone, accompanied by those who 
a few days before h~d overpowered the sheriff and his poese, 
appeared "in a riotous and tumultuous manner," at the place 
where the court was to ait. Stone was armed with a sword, 
J oeeph Wait "with a d~ger or hanger," and the rest of the party, 
thirty or more in number, with walnut clubs. Judge Chandler, 
fearing from their martial appearance that mischief was in
tended, mildly demanded of Stone the reason of his being 
anned, and desired him not to carry his sword into court. 
Stone replied to this remonstrance, but in a voice so low, that 
his words were not distinguishable. The judges soon after took 
their seats, and the court was regularly opened. Upon this 
the rioten entered the building without removing their hats, 
and commenced hostile demonstrations, Stone, with his sword 
drawn, accompanied by Wait, who was also armed, approached 
the table before the judges' seat, the rest of the party standing 
a little back from, but facing the bench, and demanded of the 
judges a declaration of the light by which they presumed to 
eit there as a court, adding that this demand was made in 
behalf of the public. These remarks were at the same time 
8800nded by Wait and Curtis. Some of the judges answered, 
" that the letters patent, or ordinance erecting the county and 
the comllliieion of the pleas," which documents" were always 
read at the opening of the conn," showed their ~uthority, and 
that those who were se~g sati~Jfaction should have attended 
-,vhen theee Wefij published. The immediate etfect of this 
announcement was to elicit from Stone, Wait, and Curtis, in 
" Dl811Y arguments," a qenial of the authority of the govern
ment of New York to establish the county of Cumberland. 
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To these remarks the court did not offer a reply, but gave tl1e 
rioters to understand that their presence should not hinder the 
business for which the court had assembled. 

Wait, who with some others stood indicted for a riot, then 
demanded an immediate trial, which the court did not deem it . 
prudent at that time to grant. For this course there was a suffi
cient reason. Under the circumstances, any jury which might 
have been empanelled would have been more or less influenced 
in their verdict by the hostile presence of those whom they would 
have been required to try. On the other hand, some immediate 
act o£ violence it was feared would be the result, should the 
offenders be required to enter into a recognizance to appear at 
the next term. Notice was accordingly given to the parties 
indicted, that their attendance for the present was no longer 
required. 

Stone, Wait, and Curtis, then moved the court that John 
Grout should be forbidden to practise as an attorney, on the 
ground that he was " a bad man." They were told, in answer, 
that the court entertained a contrary opinion of Grout's charnc. 
ter; that if they had anything to accu.se him of, they might 
apply to the grand jury, and, in such case, the clerk of the 
court would assist in drawing any necessary bill or paper ; or 
they might, if they chose, apply to a higher court; that Grout, 
if accused, had a right to be tried, but that the court had no 
lawful authority to comply with their request and prejudge 
him, on the suggestion that he was a bad man, unsupported by 
evidence, not even if the suggestion was sustained by a state
ment of the particulars of his bad conduct. Stone and Wait 
then said, that they did not accuse Grout in view of a trial, 
neither were they obliged to do so, but that the court might be 
certain that nothing would satisfy them and the people but the 
immediate expulsion of Grout, in such a manner that he would 
never again have the privilege of practising as an attorney in 
that county. Directing his attention more particularly to 
Judge Chandler, Stone added, "if it is not done, we shall do 
EK>mething which I shall be sorry to be obliged to do, which 
will make ycmr Honour repent not complying with onr request." 
'nle conrt ha~ing signifted its determination to abide by the 
opinion ptevionsly expressed, the rioters began ~o close around 
the judges' bench, showing signs of a determinBtion to carry 
their point by force. The eourt finding it impossible to pro
ceed with business amid the tumult which was gradually 
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becoming more fearful, and unwilling that any act of violence 
should be perpetrated while it was sitting as a commissioned 
judicatory, adjourned to the next day. 

On the day of, and soon after adjournment, Benjamin Thurs
ton and David Getchel proceeded to the house of John Chan
deler, the clerk of the court, who dwelt in Chester, and in the 
presence of some of the judges, made prisoner of John Grout, 
who had fled there for safety. On the appearance of the rest 
of the rioters, the whole party, under the command of•Joseph 
Wait, moved off with their prisoner towards Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, which was twelve miles distant. The journey was 
performed on foot, and was an easy task to the hardy back
woodsmen of Windsor and the adjacent towns, but, to the phy
-sical capacities of Grout, the quick pace at which his captors 
advanced was in no respect suited. To this discomfort was 
added the indignity which he was compelled to bear, of being 
pulled or shaken at each one's pleasure. At the end of the 
first two miles, meeting with Capt. Utley, a resident of a neigh
boring town, Grout stepped aside to speak with him, but was 
immediately forced back by the rioters, who informed him he 
could speak to no man in private. On reaching Sartwell's 
tavern in Charlestown, where the party remained that night, 
Grout was treated with much attention by the innholder, and 
by the rioters "with as much humility and civility," to use his 
own expressions, " as could be expected under such extraordi
nary circumstances." Conversation chancing to tum on the 
events of the day, "we have now broken up the court," 
remarked the rioters, " if we thought we had not effected it, 
we would go back and bring away one of the judges." They 
then asked Grout whether he thought the court would continue 
itB BeBBion in spite of the opposition which had been made ; to 
which question he replied, in order to prevent further violence, 
that he " was sure" it would not. 

On the 6th, the party under the command of CoL Stone, 
proceeded to Windsor, making most of the journey by water. 
Before leaving Charlestown, Grout was assured " that he should 
suffer no bodily hurt," nor "be in the least insulted," but, on 
the contrary, should be treated with respect. "We don't mean 
to injure or hurt you," said Stone; "yon must go to Windsor 
and be imprisOned at my house, and there you shall experience 
the kindness and generosity of our people." The prisoner 
replied, by expreBSing a hope that his physical weakneBS might 
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excite compassion. Arriving at Windsor, Grout was first taken 
to the house of Joseph Wait. Here he was privately addressed 
by Steel Smith, one of the rioters, who informed him he should 
have his liberty immediately, provided he would assent to the 
proposals which should be made him. "Yon must send for 
your family," said Smith ; "you shall have a farm given yon 
here, a genteel house built, and other presents." As he was 
proceeding in this strain, Grout reminded him of his illneBB, 
and begged him to reserve his remarks for another occasion. 
David Getchel, another of the rioters, commenced a similar 
conversation, but was persuaded to desist. As it was growing 
late, the rioters informed Grout, that he might retire if he was 
so minded. Having availed himself' of this permission, Grout 
departed in the company of Stone, amid the good wishes and 
" low bowing compliments" of his captors. 

Having gained the road, Stone endeavored, after the manner 
of Smith and Getchel, to point out to Grout the course which 
he should pursue. Grout again endeavored to change the sub
ject, but this time without snccees. Continuing his remarks, 
Stone informed his prisoner that it would be for his highest 
advantage to listen to his words ; that the people of Windsor 
W?uld assemble on the morrow, and would then expect to hear 
some definite information as to his, Grout's, future movements. 
"Yon must," said he, "agree not to practise the law in this 
county. We mean that your agreeing to this shall be no dis
advantage to you. We will make good all your damages, if 
you will come and live in this town, and become one of us. 
Yon will be treated with the greatest respect, and shall have a 
gen~eel settlement." Grout was at the same time assured that 
no one objected to his practising his profession in New Hamp
shire. Stone having finished his observations, Grout declared 
himself too weak to reply that evening. 

On the morning of the 7th, Stone renewed the conversation, 
and acquainted Grout that he must meet the citizens of Wind
eor within a few hours, and inform them as to the course he 
should pursue in view of the offers which had been made him. 
"Violence has taken me out of my business," answered Grout. 
" My wife is of a slender constitution. Less trouble than this I 
have heretofore thought would have been too hard for her. The 
circumstances of my transportation will make her think I am 
murdered. My anxiety on her account, 'and for my family, 
deprives me of the power of speaking, and almost of thinking. 
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Why am I asked, 'What will you agree to l' or told I am 'free 
to act my sentiments.' I am in your power, and you mean to 
impose terms, and mean that I shall agree to them, whether 
willing or not. Under my preoont circumstances, I can agree 
to nothing. . Willingly I take my liberty, if it be offered me. I 
will say nothing to your pe9ple. Call them only to ask them 
what terms they have to impose, and what punishment they 
will inflict on me, if I disobey them, my masters." 

Such was Grout's reply to the inquiries of the people of 
Windsor. By reason of this answer, he was &till retained in 
custody, not being permitted to write to his wife or any of his 
friends until the letter had been first approved of by his keepel'l. 
The severest threats were uttered against him, should he attemp* 
to escape, and he was assured that, in case h~ should succeed, 
he would be retaken if he were " anywhere between heaven 
and helL" At the same time all his wants were attended to 
with the utmost care, and the respect which wu shown him, so 
long as he remained passive, appeared to him more like the 
result of flattery than of true regard. In spite of the precau
tions and menaces of the rioters, Grout effeeted his eseape on 
Sunday, June lOth, having been for six days a prisoner. Ou 
the 9th of August following, he petitioned the Bon. Daniel 
Horsmanden, Chief Justice of the Province of New York, ·to 
take measures to punish those who had acted as leaderB in the 
outrages committed upon him. Process was accordingly issued 
against David Stone, Samuel Stone, Elisha Hawley, Enoch 
Judd, Ebenezer Curtis, John Benjamin, Andrew Norton, Elna
than Strong, Joseph Thompson, David Getchel, and Steel Smith, 
in two suits at law, Grout having been on two different occa
sions subjected to the riotous treatment of these men, and 
damages were laid at £200 in each action.* 

These causes do not appear to have advanced beyond the ori
ginal process, and it is more than probable that Grout was· 
unwilling to continue them, when he had ascertained that it 
was almost impossible to secure the execution of a punishment 
or the levying of a fine in any of the north-eastern counties of 
the province when the conduct which had rendered such sati&
&etion neces8ary in the eye of the law, was sustained and com
mended by pel"SSns of weight and influence. 

• liS. depotitloa of John Groat, dated June, l'l'lO. Doe. m.t. N. Y., iv. 
6~ 
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These proceedings did not, however, command the approba
tion of the people. On the 1st of November following, a petition 
signed by about four hundred and forty of the inhabitant! of 
Cumberland and Gloucester counties was presented to the King. 
Having in the preamble alluded to the right by which the tetTi
tory west of Connecticut river was a part of the province of 
New York, recited the order in Oouncil of July 20th, 1'764, 
and referred to the ordinances by which the counties had been 
established, the petitioners reprobated the events which had 
recently occurred, and the feelings to which they had given birth. 
' In the month of June last," thus ran the statement, "anum
ber of disorderly persons seated in the township of Windsor, in 
the county of Cumberland, assembled in a riotous manner, and 
by threats ob truct(\d the proceedings of the court of Common 
Pleas, pretending that the magistrates and civil officers were 
unauthorized; that no obedience was due to them ; that the 
jurisdiction belonged to the government of New Hampshire; 
tha your Majesty's royal order, aforesaid, would soon be re
scinded, and the lands thereby declared as part of your Majesty's 
colony of New York be decreed to appertain for the future to 
the province of New Hampshire." They further stated, that 
the rioters had eluded justice " by flight into New Hampshire," 
where they had united with some of the inhabitants of that pro
vince, and had already promoted "a spirit of disorder and disobe
dience" towards the jurisdiction of New York over the "Grants," 
by "procuring the subscriptions of many persons in both pro
riDe to a petition," the avowed purpose of which was to place 
the "Grants" within the limits of New Hampshire. This latter 
measure, they announced, was designed to free the "lawless 
transgressors" who had proposed it, from merited punishment; to 
promote the interests of those who had trafficked inN ew Hamp
shire titles, and to aggrandize the family of the late Governor, 
Benning Wentworth, "for whose benefit, reservations of land had 
been made in all the grants which he had seen fit to pass. In 
view of these considerations, the petitioners prayed his Majesty 
to resist any attempt which might be made to change the jlll'i&
diction, and to grant them such relief as in his " great wisdom" 
should seem meet.* 

In opposition to these sentiments, another petition, probably 
that referred to in the document above notiC(Id, was circu-

• DoG. Hilt. N.Y., iY. 813-tGS. 
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lated on the" Grants" and in New Hampshire, and was largely 
signed. Ita subscribers, with their "helpless wives and chil
dren," dependent upon his Majesty's "lenient and paternal 
interposition," for relief" from immediate poverty, distress, and 
ruin," prayed for succor and protection. The account which 
they gave of their condition was indeed lamentable, but was 
scarcely reliable. They stated that their situation as subjects 
of New York had been, was, and ever must be, " highly detri
mental and disagreeable to them both in their property and 
good government ;" that since the order of July 20th, 1764, 
their possessions had been " unexceptionably granted to other 
people under the great seal of New York;" that writs of eject
ment had ~en brought against them, " their property wrested 
from them, their persons imprisoned, and their whole substance 
wasted in frnitleBB lawsuits, merely to the enrichment of a few 
men" in the· province of New York, who were assiduous in 
using their " great influence " to rob them of their "hard, 
honestly earned" acquisitions. Such were the terms in which 
the adherents of the jurisdiction of New Hampshire sought 
relief from the King.* 

The petition signed by the citizens of Cumberland and Glou
cester counties, was followed, on the 8d of December, by 
another, from the " inhabitants of certain lands on the west side 
of Connecticut river, in the province· of New York," praying 
for the confirmation by New York of certain New Hampshire 
grants. The Council of New York were not indifferent to the 
measure proposed in this last document, and means were readily 
taken to ensure a compliance with the requests which it con
tained. At the expiration of a little more than a year and a 
half, from the time when this petition was presented, confirma
tion patents for fifteen towns, situated west of the Connecticut 
and east of the Green Mountains, had been granted by New 
York, and instructions advising the confirmation of the el1arters 
of thirty-three other towns had been presented to his Majesty 
for approval. In almost every instance in which confirmation 
charters were issued, special favor was shown to those who had 
been occupants under New Hampshire titles. 

To this general rule the proceedings which were had in the 
case of Hinsdale and Guilford formed an exception. As has 
been before stated, the township of Hinsdale was at a_ very early 

• Doc. ll.ilt.. N. Y., iv. 6'J2-6'J6. 
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period granted by charter from Massachusetts. The tradition 
is, that the first white proprietors pm·chased the Indian right, 
thus rendering their title doubly strong. When, in the year 
1739, the township was adjudged to be within the limits of 
New Hampshire, the old proprietors obtained from that province 
a ratification of their chartered rights. By the order in Council 
of July 20th, 1764, Hinsdale, with all the other townships west 
of the Connecticut, fell within the jurisdiction of New York. 
Owing either to "an unwillingness to pay the quit rent," or to 
a neglect of their own interests in some other particular, the 
proprietors of Hinsdale failed to apply for a confirmation char
ter. Meantime a certain Col. Howard, having asked for a grant 
of land, obtained a royal order for ten thousand acres, with per· 
mission to locate the tract in certain situations. Agreeable to 
the privilege given him in the mandamus, he made choice of 
about one half of the township of Hinsdale, and being an inti
mate friend of Governor Tryon, his selection was approved of 
and confirmed. & soon as this act became known, " it was 
reprobated by the whole country." So great was the clamor 
which ensued, that, in. order to restore the township to its 
former proprietors, Governor Tryon offered Howard £600 "out 
of his own pocket," for a release of his claim. With this pro
posal, Howard "ungenerously refused" to comply. Notwith
standing the injustice with which they had been treated, the 
people of Hinsdale, instead of blaming the inhabitants of N cw 
York, regarded them 82 friends, and still remained firmly 
attached to that province.* 

Not unlike this was the case of Guilford. The first proprie
tors had, on the 2d of April, 1754, obtained a grant of that 
township from the government of New Hampshire. In the 
year 1765, soon after the settlement of the boundary line 
between New Hampshire and New York, application was 
made to Lieut.-Governor Colden for a regrant of the township. 
This he promised to give as soon as the petitions for lands in 
the new territory should come under consideration. Another 
petition on the same topic was presented to Governor Moore, 
in the year 1766, but, like the former, was "either neglected 
or mislaid." A third representation made in the year 1767, 
experienced a similar fate. The subject was now allowed to 
rest, the proprietors hoping that they should, in the end, receive 

• Doe. Hilt. N.Y., iv. 668-6'11, '1811, '186, 812, 832, 889, Allen'• Narrative of 
the ControYeray, 1'174. MS. Duane'• Plea, in Lib. N. Y. Biet. Soc. 

Digitized b~Google 



172 [1771, 11'tl. 

what was due them. Meantime a patent comprehending twelve 
thousand acres of the township, was issued to Ool. Howard. 
By this grant a number of the inhabitants were deprived of all 
their property. Redress was now earnestly sought in a memo
rial to the Governor of New York, dated May 11th, 1772. A 
charter for the land in Guilford without the bounds of Howard~s 
tract, and a grant in some other locality as a compensation for 
the loss occasioned by the mal-appropriation of that tract, were 
the means which were propoeed to restore confidence and 
create satisfaction. As it was with Hinsdale, so was it with 
Guilford. The inhabitants of both towns were unable to obtain 
reparation for their l088e8, until by the war of the revolution 
'the possessions of royalists became the property of rebels. • 

Owing to the enmity which separated the supporters of 
the jurisdiction of New York from the favorers of the juris
diction of New Hampshire, events often occurred which not 
only served to show the extent to which this feeling was car
ried, but actually endangered the existence of society. Espe
cially in the execution of law did New York magistrates meet 
with a firm opposition from New Hampshire adherents, and 
not unfrequently from the inhabitants of the latter province. 
At the June term of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, in the 
year 1771, one Jonas Moore of Putney, recovered judgment 
against Leonard Spaulding of the same place, to the amount of 
forty pounds, including costa. A fieri facias having issued to 
satisfy the judgment, the sherifF by his deputy seized some of 
Spaulding's effects, and placed them in the charge of Moore, 
who was instructed to keep them at his house until the day 
appointed by the sheriff for their sale. Meantime, on the 27th 
of January, 1772, a party of persons, numbering seventy or 
eighty, crossed over the Connecticut from New Hampshire, 
and going in the evening to the hom~e where the goods were 
deposited, broke open the door, seized upon and carried them 
away, and at the same time insulted :Moore's family "in vario'ds 
way&." They also threatened to go to Chester, pull down the 
jail, and deliver some of the prisoners there confined. On 
reflection, however, they concluded to defer the execution of 
thase lawless designs. Efforts were immediately made by the 
officers of the court in Cumberland county, to find out the 
ringleaders in this disturbance. On account of the state of 

• Doo. BiR. N. Y., fy. '182-'186. 
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public feeling, Judge Lord did not deem it practicable to carry 
on his inquiriee befoPe a jury, and consequently endeavored 
to obtain infonnation by me~ of depositions. Ere the examin
ation had closed, and before w&mmta had been issued, five of the 
principal riotera confessed their guilt, and delivered themselves 
up as prisonere to the sheriff. With the assistance of Thomas 
Chandler Jr., and William Willard, two of his Majeety'il justices 
of the peace, Judge Lord now began a jury inquiry. On the 
part of the rioten, the signa of repentance became more evident 
as the examination proceeded, and, before it was concluded, 
they had satisfied the judgment on which the fteri facias issued, 
and had made ample satisfaction to all persons who had been 
injured by them. Under these circumstances, further enforce
ment of the law was judged unneceesary. Although the per
sons engaged in this riot were· mainly from New Hampshire, 
yet no " gentlemen, magistrates, or officel'B were encouragers, 
abettors, or 888istanta," in carrying out itt illegal proceedings. 
As an evidence of their good will, Me&ar8. Bellows and Olcott, 
two of his :Majesty's justices in the county of Cheshire, in New 
Hampshire, 888isted Judge Lord in enforcing the laws, and 
having issued their warrants, apprehended about thirty of the 
rioters who resided within their jurisdiction, and bound them 
over to appear at the next session of the court, "to answer for 
their unlawful 888embling and other misdemeanon."* 

Acta like this, showed the necessity of enforcing as well as 
enacting laws. But, in order to enforce laws, it was all import
ant that proper means of punishment should be provided. As 
a " terror to evil doers," a strong and commodious jail was 
indispensable. Of such an edifice the county could not, as yet, 
boast. When in 1168, a new charter was granted to Cumber
land eounty, permission had been given to the inhabitanta to 
erect at their own charge a court-house and jaiL Chester was 
named as the location for these buildings, and being nearest to 
the centre of the county, was also declared to be " most con
venient for that purpose." Although there were objections to 
this place u the county town, both on account of its distance 
from Connecticut river, and ita backwardBeM aa compared with 
other settlementa, yet these objections were for the time effec
tually silenced by the 888urances of Thomas Chandler, the first 
judge, that he would "at his own expense build a good and 

• Doo. Hilt. N. Y., iT. '76'1-'161, '166, '166, '1'10, 'I'll. 
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sufficient court-house or jail," at Chester. How well these 
promises were observed, will appear by the annexed extract 
from an old chancery document. The time to which the de
scription applies, is the latter part of the year 1170. That 
which "then was called a jail," so runs the musty law paper, 
"was a place made in the comer of a dwelling-house or hut, 
the walls of which house were made of small hackmatack poles, 
locked together at the comers by cutting notches into the poles, 
and laying them notch into notch, so as to bring the poles as 
near together as conveniently might be. The cracks or vacan
cies between pole and pole were filled with tow, moss, or clay. 
The chamber floor [was] laid with single boards, [which were] 
not nailed, but lay loose. Such was the house, a comer of 
which then had the name of a jail, which jail comer may be 
justly described as followeth, viz., small palisades or poles of 
the diameter of about six inches each, [were] set up, one end 
of them on the lower floor, and the other end reaching one of 
the joists on which rested the upper floor. These poles resting 
against the joist, hindered them from falling inwards to the jail 
part, and another pole at some inches distant, [was] pegged up 
with wood pegs, which pole was fixed about parallel with the 
joist, and prevented the palisades from falling outward from 
the jail apartment; and, as many of the palisades were not 
fastened at the top or bottom, nor the chamber floor nailed, it 
was always in the power of any man who might be put into · 
the jail apartment to push away the loose upper floor boards, 
and move away the palisades, and be at liberty. 

" Such was what was then called a jail, in which no man had 
ever been attempted to be confined." 

In the summer of the same year, the inhabitants of Chester 
commenced the erection of another jail. The lower and cham
ber floors, also the sides and ends, were built with hemlock 
logs, twenty inches in diameter, and at the comers the timbers 
were locked together in the manner of log houses. In order to 
complete the roof, a supply of nails was necessary. As these 
were not to be obtained, on account of the enforcement of the 
non-importation agreement, the new jail was left in an 
unfinished state. It was, however, the intention of Judge Chan
dler to render it as strong "as any jail in any county in the pro
vince." Meantime the old jail, which bad been built by 
Chandler, and which, according to his account, had been 
accepted by the court and the sheriff as a " sufficient" building, 
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and had "held prisoners for more than four months at a time, 
who never left jail, till delivered by due course of law," was 
refitted.* On the sides, "where it was most slender," it was 
strengthened, and at right angles with the logs which formetl 
the main body of the house, other logs were placed and pillned, 
thus rendering the building doubly secure. These extra repairs 
being completed, escape from this toll-booth was deemed by 
Chandler scarcely possible. 

In addition to the jail, Chandler, at his own expense, built a 
court-house in Chester, during the year 1771. According to 

• In a petition preeented to Govemor Tryon by a number of the ilthabitanta 
of Cumberland eounty, dated February 15th, 1'172, it is etated that" sundry eon· 
lliderable eume" had already been eublcribed "towards building a Court House 
and Jail • in Cheater. The nature of the aid proffered may be deduced from a 
perusal of the annexed obligation, which is a copy from the original MS. 

"June 16th, 1'1'10. 
•• To Eneourage the Finishing the Goal now began in Cheater, we the aubecribers 

will pay to euch person or persona, ae Thomu Chandler, Thos. Chandler Jr., 
Eeqre., and Mr. John Grout shall Employ to Labour or Provide Materials; the 
mma against our N11mee written. Witn881 our hands. 

Joseph W oode, one bnahel of Corn. 
Willard Dean Two bnahele of 
Wheat Delivered at Rockingh11m 
at "the laet Day of August." 

In a letter to Governor Dunmore, under date of April loth, 1'1'11, Judge Chan· 
dler waa at apecial paina to refute eeveral calumnious etoriee which had been told 
concerning him in a petition lately circulated. The aeoount of the &llistance he 
had reeeived in building the jail, received ita share of denial. "~ to the Sub
eeription mentioned in the Petition," Mid he, " I can say there hu not been more 
than Twenty pounds eubecribed by any of the Petitioners, be they who they will, 
if half eo mueh, and not one of them hu paid eo much u one farthing." 

The declaration in the tat, that the ja.il " had been aooepted by the eourt and 
the sheriff," wu averred in the letters of Judge Chandler, but wu contradicted 
in the petition of February 15th, I '1'12, before referred to. Among the signers of 
this petition appeared the name of Samuel Wells, who on the bench wae 8IIIIOCiated 
with Chandler. Speaking of the court-house and jail, the petitioners Mid, no build
inga" have been erected which deserve that name, or which are any way euftieient 
for holding the Courts, or for the reception or safe Custody of Prisoners, for which 
reeaona the magistrates are not in a capacity of maintaining peace and good Order." 

The strength of thie noted little ja.il probably depended more upon the 'lri1l 
of ita occupantll than the excellence of ita construction. When Daniel Whipple 
wae sheriff, in the year 1'1'10, an order wu issued for the imprieonment of one 
Atherton Chaffee. Being in conversation with John Grout, Chaffee told him 
" that he lmew it wu out of Whipple's power to eonftne him against his will, but 
that Whipple had always need him with great tendemeee, and that he should not 
be hurt ; for, eaye Chaffee, I 'lri1l tarry in the jail be it never 10 alender-rather 
than Whipple llhould be hurt." It wae probably of men like Chaffee that Chan
dler spoke, when he Mid that the jail had "held Prisoners for more than four 
months at a time." 
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his own description, this structure was " thirty feet long, sixteen 
feet wide, and eleven feet post," and was so planned as to be 
" convenient" when finished. It was provided with a " suffi
cient lobby or room fit for a jury, with a fire place in it," and 
was covered with some kind of roofing. This building he leased 
to the county for the term of ten years, and as much longer as 
they might choose to use it. In it were to be held the terms of 
the Inferior court of Common Pleas, and of the court of 
General Sessions. There also was to be transacted all such 
other business as related to the general welfare of the county •. 
But if the people had been displeased with Chandler's efforts at 
jail bui!ding, they were incensed at his failure in court-houae 
construction. Before the commencement of this last fa.ilure 
they had endeavored to effect the removal of the shire town from 
Chester, and had even then brought the subject to the attention 
of the highest authority in the province. In their petition, pre
sented to Governor Dunmore on the 11th of March, 1771, they 
commenced by setting forth the " peculiar grievance" under 
which they labored in being unrepresented in the General 
Assembly of the province. Turning then to the subject which 
at that time more particularly engaged their notice, they 
declared that previous to the establishment of the shire town of 
the county at Chester, Thomas Chandler had promised to erect 
a eourt-house and jail in that town at his own expense; that, 
on account of this promise, some had been induced "to give no 
opposition " to the selection of that place ; that, notwithstanding 
this promise, and the subscription of " considerable sums of 
money " by themselves and others, to defray a portion of the 
charge of erecting the county buildings, none had been erected ; 
that there was not " any real probability that any would be 
built ;" that it was "extremely inconvenient" for the people to 
be obliged to attend the courts at Chester, since more than three 
fourths of them resided in the river towns ; that the roads lead
ing thither were bad, the inhabitants of the town few in number, 
and the accommodations poor. For these reasons they were of 
opinion that it would be more advantageoue to the eounty, if 
the courts were removed from Chester to two of the river towns, 
" at least for a dozen or fourteen years," by which time the back 
toWD8 would be better settled. They also proposed that four 
BeMione of the eourt.8 should be held annually, as in Albany 
county. This petition having been read before the Governor 
and Council, the petitioners were ordered to serve a copy of it 
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on Thomas Chandler, and the first Tuesday of the following May 
was fixed upon as the time when the parties on both sides 
would be heard.* 

In compliance with this order, a eopy of the petition was 
left with Chandler on the 7th of ApriL His reply, addressed to 
Governor Dunmore, was transmitted to New York on the 1Oth. 
In this he asaerted that the county was established without his 
"knowledge or application." He acknowledged, however, that 
when he heard that /uch an eaiablishment would probably be 
made, he, in company with his son, Thomas, rode to New 
York, but he stated further that, on his anival there, he found 
that the county had been erected and the civil officers appointed. 
During his visit nothiug wBB said about a court.house or jail. 
To the declaration that no county buildings had been erected, 
he gave a fiat denial, and in support of this denial gave a 
partial description of " a good and sufficient jail" which he had 
constructed at Cheetel', and of another which had been com
menced by the inhabitants of the town. t Not "one· farthing," 
he said, had ever been given towards defraying these or kindred 
expenses by any of the petitioners, and their announooment 
relative to subscriptions was, he stated, "so notoriously false," 
that it almost made him blush for their character. To the 
charges relative to the inconveniences attending the situation, 
condition, and accommodations of Chester, he anawered that 
although the majority of the inhabitants of the county were 
resident8 in the river towns, yet the roads leading into Chester 
from Brattlehorough on the south, and from Hertford and 
Windsor on the north, were " vastly better'' than those which 
connected Brattleborough with the last two towns. From this 
he argued, that in a general view it was easier for the people to 
go to Chester than to Brattleboroogh or the more northern 
towns. He stated further, that it was probable that the inhabit
ants of each town would prefer to have the courts held in the 
place where they resided ; that as for his part, he should choose 
to have the shire town located near the centre ot' the eonnty, 
"for the good of the publick ;'' that there was but little choice 
between Andover and Chester; that the selection of Andover 
would " promote the settlement of the back townships, vastly 
more" than the selection of one of the river towns; that the 

• Council :Minute., in offtoe See. StateN. Y., 1'185-1'788, :aYi IU, iU. 
t See -~. pp. 1 '14, 17 5. 

12 
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removal of the courts from the more inland portions of the 
county would, in fact, break up the back settlements, and cause 
those persons who were now intending to remove to Kent, An
dover, Bromley, Cavendish, and Thomlinson, to settle in other 
places, whereas, to continue the shire town at Chester, or in that 
vicinity, would in a year's time add a hundred families to the 
population of the adjoining towns ; that the situation of the 
river towns was a sufficient motive to lead people to inhabit 
them, while the principal inducement to settle in the interior 
towns was their nearneBB to the centre of the county-the 
situation selected in the charter for the location of the shire 
town. 

Continuing in this line of argument, he referred to the 
action of Governor Moore and his Council, in choosing Chester 
as the county town becanse of its central position, when they 
well knew that it was but lately settled, and that some of the 
river towns had been, comparatively speaking, long inhabited. 
He mentioned also the choice by the same dignitaries of Kings
land as the shire town of Gloucester county, when the place did 
not contain a single family. His own experience as an early 
settler was the next point touched on.* Turning then to the 
charge relative to the accommodations of his adopted town, he 
asserted that they were as good as in any town in the county ; 
that the same was true of the provisions there furnished, and as 
to bedding, in his opinion as many spare beds could be obtained 
there as at any other place in the shire. He explained the di&
daraging accounts which had been given of household arrange
ments at Chester, by saying that most of those who had_ 
attended court there had never seen more than the four or five 
families located near the county buildings ; that, although by 
travelling a mile or so they might have procured lodgings, they 
had chosen, being used to camp duty, to stay where they 
obtained their food, and had preferred the ground to a " good 
bed." In closing, he stated that it would, no doubt, be necessary 
sooner or later for the judges from Albany to hold a court of 
Oyer and Terminer and General Jail delivery in the county ; 

• " When I !ret moved to Cheater," Mid he, " I wu the fil'llt man with a 
Family that had In thia part of the Country moved out (rom the River, and there 
wu no Road Crom the River to Cheeter or Crom Cheetc!r to Albany. Neither 
were there any Inhabit&nta for Thirty Miles W eat of Said River, and now there 
are Nine Fr.miliea In Rockingham on the Road to Cheater, and many on the 
Right band and Left; there are aleo many Inhabitanta on the Road to Albany.• 
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that a route had within a year been traced between Chester and 
Albany, which had been much travelled, and by· proper care 
would make a good wagon road ; that there wu no road either 
north or south of it leading to Chester for nearly a hundred 
miles, with the exception of one, which w&B partly in Massachu
setts, and that in case the courts were removed from Chester, 
the judges would be first obliged to come to that town, and 
then set out for the shire town wherever it might be. Of the 
road over " Hoosuck mountains," he said, "it is difficult and 
dangerous both for man and horse. A corpulent person can 
but scarcely get up with the help of his horse's tail to draw 
him up by, and if the horse should miss his step, &B horses have 
often done, he would fall, roll, or slip many rods before he 
would recover."* Such were the arguments advanced in the 
replication of Chandler.t 

The hearing, which w&B to have been held in May, does not 
appear to have taken place, and, for several months, the ques
tion as to the future location of the courts, remained undecided. 
On the 2d of December, the inhabitants of Rockingham, in 
view of the attempts of the people of Westminster and other 
towns to obtain a removal of the shire town to the southern 
part of the county, and as a result of the belief that the selec
tion of Rockingham would be " more beneficial and less de
trimental" than any other which could be made, offered to pay 
£70 towards the erection of the county buildings, provided the 
shire town was removed to that place. Similar offers were 
made by other towns on similar conditione. On the 15th of 
January, 1772, the subject was brought before the Legislature 
of New York. After some time spent by the house in com
mittee of the whole, the speaker resumed the chair, and John 
Thomas Jr. of Westchester county reported, that the com
mittee were of opinion that several bills should be brought in 
relative to Cumberland county. Among those which be pro
posed, was one to enable the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
county "to erect and build a court-house and gaol, and to elect 

• "Tbia ill a truth," added the letter writer, "that Samuel W ella Eeq., will 
not Deny." Wella wu on the bench with Chandler, and wuof the number who 
lnored the removal of the abi.re town from Cheater. In the remarb about "a 
eorpulent penon," reference eeema to have been had to Wen., and it is not 
impi'Obable that he had been the subject of an accident limilar to that the pro
bable results of which are pven in the text. 

t N. Y. Colonial MSS., in office Sec. State, Dunmore, Tryon: 1'171, xcvii 
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supervisors and other county officers." His report having been 
delivered in at the table, was again read and agreed to by the 
house. On the same day, George Clinton and Capt. Seaman 
were ordered to prepare a bill comporting with the above title. 
Agreeable to the order, a bill was presented on the 16th, and was 
passed to a second reading. By the terms of the bill as first 
reported, the county buildings were to be located at Chester. 
So much had been effected by the replication of Chandler. On 
its second reading, on the 29th, the bill was referred to a com
mittee of the whole house.* 

Meantime, William Tryon had succeeded to the government 
of the province, and was unacquainted with the condition of 
affairs in Cumberland county. On the 25th of January, Chan
dler addressed to him a petition couched in terms similar to 
those with which he had approached Dunmore. This docu
ment, as it was dated at Fort George in the city of New York, 
was probably prepared in a council of Chandler's friends and 
advisers. After rehearsing facts connected with the rise and 
progress of the county, he referred to the good effects which 
had attended the location of the shire town at Chester, and 
described a court-house which he had lately built there and 
leased to the county.t He detailed the advantages which the 
county would receive, if the shire town should be allowed to 
remain where it then was, and in proof of the disposition of 
many of the inhabitants, referred to a petition which they had 
presented to the General Assembly, asking for leave to tax the 
county for the purpose of finishing the court-house begun at 
Chester, or tor building a new one and a jail, at that place. In 
conclusion, he promised, in case the tax prayed for was not 
levied on the people, that he, at his own expense, would make 
the incomplete court-house comfortable, and build "a good 
jail" at Chester, rather than suffer the courts to be removed 
"to the damage of the publick." On the occasion of a riot 
which happened soon after at Putney.~ when the rioters threat
ened among other " felonious actions," to " go to Chester, pull 
down ye jail," and deliver some of the prisoners, Chandler 
again wrote to Governor Tryon. Having detailed the origin 
and incidents of the disturbance, he did not lose the opportu
nity of deducing from it an argument in favor of his adopted 

• N. Y. Colonial MSS., in ofBoe Sea. State, Dunmore, Tryon: 17'11, JtCTii. 
Journal Gen. AM. N. Y., 1'16'1-17'16. 

t See af\U, pp. 176, 176. * See Gflh, pp. 172, 178. 
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town. " If the jail had been in any one of the river towns," 
said he, " as prayed for by some, the jail had by said mad 
Rioters been pulled down. Your Excellency will therefore see 
that it will on this account, be best to continue the jail and 
conrt.s in y• centre of the county, if no other reasons were 
given but to prevent such sudden mischiefs being perpetrated 
as may be done in a sudden heat of passion."* 

Pending the discussion of the subject, a petition from the 
inhabitants of the county was read before the house, on the 
22u of February, setting forth the many inconveniences which 
they would experience, should the bill in its present form pass 
into a Ja,v, and praying that they might not be obliged to build 
the court-house and jail in the township of Chester. The peti
tion was referred to the committee to whom the bill had been 
given in charge. In order to rebut Chandler's representa
tions Samuel Wells, Oliver Willard, William Dean, William 
Williams and Nathan Stone, addressed Governor Tryon in 
behalf of those who were opposed to the present location of 
the shire town. Their representations were similar to those 
they had made on former occasions,· and in some instances were 
contradictory of certain assertions which had been made by the 
opposite party. They accused Chandler of failing in the per
fonnance of his promise to erect county buildings worthy of the 
name ;t described the road to Chester as only partly opened, 
improperly constructed, but little travelled, and in many places 
almost impassable, and declared the town destitut~ of neces
sary accommodations, and its houses" mean, slight and uncom
fortable." They stated that it would "tend much to the ad
vancement of justice," the "benefit and utility" of the county, 
and "contribute greatly to the ease and satisfaction " of the 
people, if the courts were held nearer the river; that the inha
bitants would willingly submit to be taxed, were the change 
made, and since two terms in a year had proved "insufficient 
for the dispatch of business," and the length of time interven
ing between them, had given many persons " opportunities of 
absconding, or defrauding their creditors, by embezzling their 
effects," that the addition of two more terms had become neces
sary for the due administration of justice. In making these 
representations, they declared that they spoke the sentiments of 

• N. Y. Colonial 1188., in offiee Bee. State. Tryon, 1'171, 1'1'11, zcviii. 
Doo. HiA N.Y., iv. '169-761. 

t See e&..U, p. 176, Note. 
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more than three fourths of the inhabitants of the county. For 
this reason they prayed his Excellency to remove the courts to 
Westminster, and increase the number of terms to four in each 
year. This petition was read in the house on the 27th of 
February, and was referred to a committee of the whole. 

On the 14th of March, Mr. De N oyellis, from the committee 
of the whole house, to whom had been referred the bill relative 
to the courts of the county, reported that they had examined it, 
altered the title, and amended it in several particulars. The 
bill as amended was then read, and having been agreed to by 
the house was passed for engrOBBment. Having been read on 
the 16th the third time, it was passed by a resolution, and 
Messrs. De N oyellis and De Witt were appointed to carry it to 
the Council and desire their concurrence in its passage. From 
them it was returned on the 21st, by Oliver De Lancey, ap
proved of and unamended. The bill became a law on the 24th. 
Its original title had been altered, and it now appeared as "An 
act for erecting a more convenient Court House and Gaol, for 
altering the terms appointed for holding the courts of Common 
Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace, and tor enabling the 
inhabitants to elect supervisors and other county officers in and · 
for the county of Cumberland." 

By its provisions the judges and justices of the county were 
directed to meet at the court-house in Chester on the first Toes
day of the following May, and form "into convenient districts" 
such parts of the county as were not erected into townships 
"under the Great Seal" of the colony. A description of these 
divisions was to be made in writing, subscribed by the judges 
and justices and filed with the county clerk, who was ordered 
to record it. The districts thus constituted were to remain as 
divided until formed into townships. The people were author
ized to assemble on the third Tuesday of May following, and 
elect for each town and district one supervisor, two assessors, • 
two collectors, two overseers of the poor, two fence-viewers, four 
constables, three highway commissioners, and as many persons 
for surveyors and overseers of highways, as the majority of" the 
freeholders and inhabitants" of each town and district should 
judge neceBBary. At the same time a county treasurer was to be 
chosen.* The election for these purposes was to be held annually. 

• At the !rat election under this aot, held :May 19th, 1'1'12, the people, foreome 
reuon not apparent, neglected to ehooae a county ~. 'nlat officer wu 

Digitized by Coogle 



17i2.] AUf TO EREOT OOUNTY BUILDINGS. 183 

By other clauses of the bill, it was ordered that the "public and 
necessary charges" should be defrayed as in other counties; that 
" from and after'' the first Tuesday in June, next ensuing, the 
courts should be held on the second Tuesdays in June, Septem
ber, December, and March, in each year, and that each session 
ahould not continue longer than four days. In order to intro
duce these last regolations, the judges were directed to open 
the next court at the time and place to which it had been 
adjourned, and again adjourn it with " all presentments, indic~ 
menta, suits, causes, plaints, writs, processes, and proceedings, 
whether criminal or civil, and all parties charged, prosecuting 
or defending therein," to the term next ensuing, as established 
by this act, and to the place which should be hereafter ap
pointed. To the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, was reserved the power, according to ancient usage, of 
altering and fixing the terms and times of the court Be8Bions. 

In conformity with the first clause in the title of the bill, the 
supervisol'8 who should be chosen at the coming election, were 
ordered to assemble on the last Tuesday in May at the co~ 
house in Chester, and by a plurality of votes, ascertain the 
place where the court-house and jail were to be erected. The 
result of their ballotings was to be certified by an instrument 
under their hands and seals, and the place which they should 
choose was to "be and remain" the county town, if not disap
proved of by the Governor. To defray the expenses of build
ing, the snpervisol'8 were authorized to levy upon and collect, 
from the inhabitants of th"e county, a sum not exceeding £250. 
They were also instructed to nominate three fit pel'80ns to " su
perintend and direct the building of the said court-house and 
gaol, and th~ laying out and expending the monies to be raised 
for that purpose." Those who should collect the tax were 
directed to pay it to the three superintendents.* 

In accordance with the roles laid down in this act, the towns 
which had not received chartel'8 from New York were divided 
into districts, and, on the 6th of May, an abstract of the divi
sions was posted in several public places, signed by Crean Brosh, 
who, a few months before, had removed to Westminster, and 
had been appointed clerk and surrogate of the county by com-

aft.enrardt appointecl by \be l1lperrilorl at tbeir meeting In June f'ollowiug.
Coundl Minutea, in ofloe See. State, N.Y., 1'185-l'lSS, u:"- IOi. 

e Joumal Gen. AM. N. Y., 1'16'1-1'1''16. Aotof 12th George m., In IAwal!f. Y., 
Van Schaack's ed., 16~1-1'7'18, pp. 'lOo-'102. 

Digitized by Goog le 



184 HISTORY OJ' EASTERN VER.M:ONT. (1772. 

DllS810D8 from Governor Tryon.* The supenisors who had 
been choeen at ilie general election, held, according to appoint
ment, in the towns and districts of the county, on the 19ili of 
May, 888embled at ilie court-house in Chesert, on ilie 26th, for 
the purpose of locating the county buildings. Westminster was 
chosen as the shire town, an<l a spot adjoining" ilie publie street 
or highway'' in iliat township, and "88 near the place where the 
meeting-house is erected," as would be convenient, was selected 
-as the site of the court-house and jail. At a subsequent meet
ing of ilie supervisors, held on the 11th of June, at Westminster, 
for the purpose of proportioning the county tax, and choosing per-
sons to superintend the erection of the court-house and jail, the 
question was raised 88 to ilie particular spot on which the build
ings should be placed. Although this question had been once de
cided, yet by a majority of one,. the former decision was reversed, 
and it was voted that the court-house and jail should be built 
"near the north .end of the northedy plain, above a mile from 
the meeting-house, and about forty rods to the northward of.all 
.the houses in the street but one." 

An &eQOunt of these proceedings·was carried to New York by 
Crean Brosh, ·Who informed Governor Tryon that the reversal 
of the first decision of the supervisors, had been "inadvertently 
acquiesced in" by some of the members of the board who were 
now convinced of the impropriety of ilie act. Owing to thia 
representation, the Governor and his Council, at a meeting held 
on the. 25th of June, approved of the selection which had been 
made at the first meeting of the supervisors, and authorized the 
erection of the court-house and jail on the spot which bad on 
that occasion been chosen. t 

Full permission having been obtained, the people of the 
county now turned their attention to the erection of a court
house which s'hould be creditable and of service. Tbe east 
village of Westminster is built on two plains which stretch 
along the banks of the Connecticut, and extend back to the 
mountains nearly a mile. At the northern extremity of the 
southern plain, which is higher than the other, and on the brow 

• A. eopy of tbil abltract, taka from a Ni~Htained ud weather--hea&en ortp. 
DA1 upon which the upturned eyee of the early inhabitant. of the wilda of V ermon\ 
-IJUed. aa it looked dewu upon tltam lrcaD the lide ef u Inn 01' of 10me humble 
place of wOI'Ibip. may be found in Appendix G. I IIID indebt.ed to the Hon. wn 
1iam ll PiDpy, 6Jr th» ud other document&. 

t Counoilllinutee, in office Sec. State, N. Y., 1'186-1'181, pp. 802, 808. 
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of an 'elevation which afterwards took the name of " Court
House Hill," a spot was selected for the site of the building. It 
was located on the east side of the road but a short distance 
from the tneeting-house which then occupied the centre of the 
highway. In shape it was almost square, the sides being about 
forty feet in length, and 
was built of· hewn tim
ber, clap-boarded. The 
roof was gambrel, sur-

. mounted by a cupola 
or tower, open at the 
four sides. An aisle, 
ten or twelve feet in 
width, ran east and 
west through the mid
dle of the lower story. 
A double door was 
placed at each end of Oourl Houe at WeatmiDJter. 

the aisle, or, in other words, two doors opening either way 
from a centre fastening. In accordance with the custom of the 
times, the building was intended to afford some of the con
veniences of a tavern. In the south-east comer was a kitchen 
or cook-room, occupied by the jailer, and in the south-west cor
ner, a bar-room, in which the jailer served in the capacity of 
bar-tender. The chimney rose between these rooms, and opened 
into each in the shape of a large, old-fashioned fire-place. An
other door was cut in the south side of the building, leading 
into an entry, on either side of which were doors to the kitchen 
and bar-room. In the north part was the jail, which comprised 
within its limits two prison-rooms, divided the one from the 
other by a narrow aisle rnnning north and south. This aisle 
communicated with the broad aisle, by a door. Doors also 
opened from the prison-rooms into the narrow aisle. A flight 
of stairs led from the east entrance to the court-room in the 
second story, which did not differ materially from the court;. 
rooms of the present day in its arrangement. 

Before the building was completed, the superintendents had 
expended all the money which had been raised by tax, and 
were compelled for a while to suspend operations. Meantime 
the county had obtained two representatives in the Legislature 
of the province. On the 3d of February, 1773, Crean Brnsh, 
one of the representatives, asked leave to bring in a number of 
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bills designed to advance the interests of his constituents. 
Among these, was one "for raising £250 in the county of Cum
berland, towards finishing the court-house and gaol already 
erected in the said county." Permission being granted, a bill 
to that effect was presented, and having passed its first reading 
on the 8th, and its second reading on the lOth, was referred to 
a committee of the whole house. Thence it was returned on the 
13th with au altered title,* and with the amendment was, on the 
15th, ordered to be engrossed. Having been read a third time, it 
was enacted by the house. On the 18th, the concurrence of the 
Council in the bill was announced by Roger Morris, and on the 
8th of March it was passed into a law. The work was soon after 
renewed, and by the close of summer the building was ready 
for use. The court-room was never :finished ; but its walls, gray 
and cobwebbed, and its beams and braces rough and bare, were 
perfectly in keeping with the turbulent spirits who met within 
its precincts in legal conflict, or assembled there to engage in 
more important scenes. t 

• The title wu changed 110 u to read, "for raising the further IAUil of £UO," 
etc. Act of 18th George m, in lAws N.Y., Van Bchaack'a eel, }6gl-177S, p. 
808. 

t Journal Geu. A& N.Y., 178'1-l'l'JII. The eouril were held at Weatmiuater, 
utill781. In that year, WeatminaterandKarlborough were declared to be half 
ebire town~, and one eovt term wu held at each place until 1'187, when the ball 
ehire to'W'DI were aboliabed, and the county town wu eatabliabed at New Fane, 
where a new court-bouae and jail were erected. The engra-riDg in the tat ,.. 
finished from a plan, made from memory by Dauiel Hall, Eeq., who, in the year 
1 '194, attended a ecbool in the "Old Court-HoUle" taught by Muter Dudley Cb-, 
aft.erwarda United Statel Senator from Vermont. The buildiDg wu demoliabed 
about the year 1806. 
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LIIGIBLA'OOB OJ' THE NEW YOBX OOLONUL ASSZKBLY, EVIDENOES 0., 

A B.EVOLUTIONARY SPilUT, 

Oenaua of Cumberland and Gloueeeter OoUDtiee--&muel Wella aud Crean Bruah 
chosen Repreeentativ-Lawa for Regulating the .Alfairl of the Oounti
Road Law-License Law-Law for Supervising Intestates' Eetatee, aud Regu· 
1ating the Probate of Willa-Petition for Confirmation Chartel'II-Law reepect
bls the Sheri6'a F-Law Eltabliahing Fain-Pay of Repreaentativ-Road 
Law-Law Forbidding Juticea' Cowil to be held in TaYern.-"Sona of 
Llberty"-Letter to the Supervisors of Cumberland CoUDty-Meeting at Chea
te?-Patriotio reeolve& of the Weatminater Convention-Trouble& at Dummer
ston-Dr. Harvey, the Town Clerk-His A.cooUDt of the Impriaonment and Re-
1-of Lieut. Leonard Spaulding-Another Meetin« at Cheete~d Con
notion at Wllltmiuter-Commi.ttee of Jn.pection-Thlrd Convention at West,. 
minater-Committee of Correlpondeuoe-Petition to the New York Legialature. 

IN the various petitions, remonstrances, and memorials which 
had been presented to the governors of New York at different 
times, by persons claiming to be residents on the "Grants," the 
population of that district ·had been made to appear much 
greater than it really was. To come at the truth on this point, 
Governor Dunmore, on the 16th of January, 1771, directed the 
sheriffs of Cumberland and Gloucester counties to take an enu
meration ot the inhabitants of their respective bailiwicks. .AiJ the 
result of this censns, it was shown that there were in the twenty
six towns in the county of Cumberland, from which returns 
were received, of white males, one thonsand and eighty, under 
the age of sixteen ; one thousand and thirty-three, between six
teen and sixty; and sixty, aged sixty and upwards; of white 
females, nine hundred and forty-nine, under sixteen; and eight 
hundred and eighty-seven above that age ; of black males, 
seven, and of black females, eight. The whole population 
amounted to four thousand and twenty-four persons, of whom 
seven hundred and forty-four were heads of families. At the 
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same time the total number of whites and blacks in Gloucester 
county was found to be seven hundred and twenty-two.* With 
these data, the Legislature of New York were prepared to ap
preciate better the wants of a people who, on account of their 
distance from the seat of government, had been neglected, 
although their rights were nearly the same as those of the 
inhabitants of the other counties of the province. t 

Among the complaints which were made when the subject 
of removing the court-house was first mooted, was one arising 
from the fact that the people of Cumberland county were denied 
representation in the Provincial Legislature. Thomas Chandler, 
writing to Governor Dunmore, on the lOth of April, had in
formed him of this "grievance," and had expressed his belief 
that his lordship would endeavor to redress it. The right of 
petition being that most frequently exercised in such cases, the 
people of the county drew up an address to Governor Tryon, on 
the 7th of December, 1772, in which they set forth the "powers, 
privileges, and immunities" to which they were by the terms 
of their charter entitled. They declared themselves " wholly 
disposed to demean themselves as good subjects," but expressed 
a desire of " enjoying, in common with the inhabitants of the 

. other counties," the liberty of choosing two representatives ''to 
serve in the General Assembly." "Such representation," said 
they, " will fulfil the hopes of your petitioners, by establishing 
that ftrm and lasting connection which they are desirous should 
ever subsist between them and the government to which it is 
their happiness to· belong, and will enable them the more readily 
to accomplish the good purposes of government, by obtaining 
such laws as will most tend to its honor and their own pros
perity." 'This address, which bore at its foot one hundred and 
fifty-one signatures, having been read in Council on the 23d of 
December, was favorably received, and a writ was ordered to 
issue, enabling the freeholders and inhabitants of the county to 
choose two representatives to sit in the next General.Assernbly 
of the province. At the election, which was held agreeable to 
this order, Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, and Crean Brush, 
of Westminster, were returned as representatives. · The Legisla
ture being then in session, they soon after repaired to the city 

• ~·, 'liiat. Vt., lit ed., p. 411; ld eeL u 4'111 BI'IIUleboroagh Semi-
Weekly Eagle, YOL ui, BOI. d, ~7. •9-61, 68, 00, 7&. Doc llilt. N. Y .. 
iv. 108-l 

t See Appendix H 
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of New York, and, having notified their attendance to the 
house on the 2d of February, 1773, were called in, and after 
presenting their credentials, were ordered to withdraw. Having· 
been received as representatives by a unanimous vote, they 
were waited upon by Mr. De Lancey and Mr. Nicoll, two of 
the representatives, by whom they were conducted to one of 
the commissioners appointed to qualify representatives, and 
having taken the required oaths, were allowed to take their 
seats "at the table." Such was the ceremony by which mem
bers were inducted into office under the old courtier-like regime. 
Republicanism has removed most of the fonns which served to 
give dignity to the legislative transactions of our ancestors, and 
the result may, for a time, have been beneficial. But the expe
rienee of the last twenty years has shown, at least in our deli
berative bodies, that a decrease in respectful conduct has fol
lowed closely upon a disuse of ceremonial observances, and the 
scenes whie'h have lately disgraced the floor of our National 
Ccmgrees have awakened in many a heart a wish for the revival 
of'some of that becoming etiquette which lent so great a grace 
to the proceedings of the assembUee' qf former days.* 

Previous to the election of W elhi ·and Brush, some of the 
members of the Legislature had proposed the passage of a 
number of necessary' and judiciouS laws, relating to Cumber
land county. Leave having been granted, on the 15th of 
January, 1772, to bring in such acts as would meet the ends 
designed, the yeoiil&Ilry of Cumberland had the satisfaction of 
knowing before the close of the session that their wants had 
been considered, and that the punishment of the statute
breaker and the protection of good men were certain, so far as 
legal enactments could avail, to produce these results. 

The first of these acts, passed on the 26th of February, was 
for the revival and continuation of an act which had been made 
six years before for the purpose of " laying out, regulating and 
keeping in repair'' the roads of the connty.t At the same time 
a law was enacted for regulating the inns and taverns of the 
county. By its provisions no person was allowed to sell "by 
retail, any 111Ill, brandy, wine, or spirits of any kind, under the 

• ConneR Minutes, in office Sec. State, N.Y., 1'161S-1'183, :uvi. 831. Journal 
Gen. Aa N.Y., 1'16'1-1'1'111. Doc. Hist. N.Y., iv. 816, 81'1. 

f See 111de, pp. 138, 139. By au act pB888d March 8th, 1'1'18, thia act was ez. 
teDded to Gloucester county. Lawe of N. Y., Van Schaack's ed., 1691-1'1'13, pp. 
487490, 646, 804,8011. 
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quantity of one quart; nor any cider, strong beer, metheglin, 
or any such strong liquor, or any mixt liquors, directly or indi
rectly, under the quantity of five gallons," without a license, on 
pain of forfeiting the sum of twenty shillings, current money, 
for every offence, one-half of the fine to be paid to him who 
should sue for it, the other half to the overseers of the poor, 
for the benefit of those under their care. Licenses were to be 
granted for one year by the court of General Sessions of the 
Peace, to such persons as the justices should recommend, and 
were to be entered by the clerk on the court records. The jus
tice from whom a recommendation proceeded, was to receive 
three shillings for every license granted, and the clerk two 
shillings for his services. By another provision, the act was to 
be read once in every year at the session of the court.* 

Many difficulties had already arisen from the imperfect con
dition of the laws regarding the probate of wills and the set
tlement of the affairs of intestates. By an act passed on the 
11th of November, 1692, in the fourth year of the reign of Wil
liam and Mary, the courts of Common Pleas for the remote 
counties in the colony of New York, had been authorized " to 
take the examination of witnesses to any will within the said 
respective remote counties upon oath, and to grant letters of 
administration." 

On the 24th of March, 1772, an act was passed extending the 
aforesaid act to Cumberland and Gloucester counties, giving to 
the courts of Common Pleas in those counties power "to take 
the examination of any witnesses to wills upon oath ;" and "to 
act, do, and perform every matter and thing" pertaining to the 
supervising of intestates' estates, the regulating of the probate 
of wills, and the granting of letters of administration. When 
the courts were not in session, the same authority was given to 
the judges and justices by virtue of their office, and the clerks 
were ordered to give such assistance as might with propriety be 

• Thia act wu amended March 8th, 1778, and wu extended to Glouceeter 
ocnmty. Ae altered, no perwon , .. allowed to retail "any Rum, Brandy, Wine, 
or Spirit. of any kind, under the Quantity of Five Gallona," 'lrithoat a lioenM. 
No penon having alieeue "to retailatrong Liquon,•yu permitted to "-all any 
mixt Liquore, direotly or indirectly, on pain of forfeiting the Sum of Twenty 
Shillingl," ourrent money, for eaeh ofl'enoe, to be recovered lllld applied u directed 
by the former aot. The judgee of the Inferior oourt of Oommoo PI- Yere 
authori&ed to grant licensee at the meeting. of the oourt of General s-iona ol 
the Peace, to 1uch per1001 aa they ehould deem proper. lAw• ol N.Y., Van 
Bchaaolt'e ed., 181H-1773, pp. 648, 647, 8011. 
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demanded of them. Owing, no doubt, to the troubles conse
quent upon the prosecution of the Deans for felling his Majes
ty's trees, as related in a previons chapter, a bill was brought 
in, on the 98th of February, for preventing abuses "in the de
struction of timber by joint tenants, or tenants in common, to 
the prejudice of their fellow joint tenants or commoners." It 
11"88 ordered to a second reading, but, 88 no further account of it 
appears on the .Assembly journals, it is probable that it was 
defeated.* 

Although a number of the townships east of the Green Moun
tains, had received confirmation charters from New York agree
able to the order in Council of July 20th, 1764, still the majority 
of them were held by grants from New' Hampshire. To pro
duce a uniformity in the titles, about four hundred of the favor
ers of the jurisdiction of New York residing in the counties of 
Cumberland and Gloucester, petitioned the King on the 26th of 
January, 1778, to confirm to them the rest of the townships for 
one half of the usual fees of office. " Your petitioners," said 
they, "are not desirous of· any change of jurisdiction, but are 
perfectly satisfied with, and earnestly wish to continue under 
the government of New York, and are only anxious to have their 
titles made valid and secure by confirmations under the Great 
Seal of the said province, which have been hitherto suspended, 
as your petitioners are informed, by your Majesty's royal in
structions." On account of the insecurity of their titles, they 
declared that they could not carry on their improvements " with 
spirit and vigour'' for fear of being deprived of them and losing 
their labor ; that they were not entitled to the rights and privi
leges of freeholders, by reason of the defects of their New Hamp
shire charters ; and from the same cause, were unable to sup
port any action in behalf of their landed property, when it was 
injured or withheld from them. " Whil(l these distressing cir
cumstances," said they, "fall heavy on individuals, they at the 
same time obstruct the growth and further cultivation of these 
new counties, impede the equal administration of justice, and 
prevent the payment and augmentation of your Majesty's re
venue from the quit rents." These were some of the reasons 
which induced them to seek for a securer title than that under 

._ Ad of Allembly, pa.ed in the Province of New York, Loudon ed. J111<l0XJX, 

1&91-1'118, pp. 16, 1'1. Aetaof lith George lll, in La'WII ofN. Y., Van Schaock's 
eel, 1881-1'173, pp. Me, 84'1, '107. Journal Gen. A111. N.Y., 1'167-17'16. 
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which they then held. But a reduction of the feea of office one 
half, as prayed for .by the petitioners, was deemed too great a 
"mark of favor and indulgence" to be granted, and the riotoua 
conduct of the settlers on the west side of the mountains receiv
ed more attention from ,government than the reasonable com
plaints of the more peaceable inhabitants of Cumberland and 
Gloucester.* . . ' 

At the session of the Assembly of New York in 1773, an 
act was passed on the 18th of March relative to Oumparland 
county, for the purpose of settling certaln disputed questions 
regarding the sheriff's duties and privileges. . By the law 
enacted on that occasion, he w~ authorized to compute his 
mileage fees " for the service of all writs and pap!ll'B" from the 
court-house at Westminster. He was also empo:wer.ed, " for the 
time being," to demand "the usual customary" mil~e.fees for 
every mile he might "necessarily trav~ in or out' . of .the 
county, "in order to facilitate the return" .of writs .and processe& 
issued from the Supreme court of the colony. · An. affidavit. 
from him of the number of miles he had .thus. travelled, was 
declared to be sufficient proof when presented to one of the 
judges of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, and, after the 
approval of the affidavit, the sheriff was allowed . to tax his 
mileage fees in the bills of costs. In addition to these privi
leges, he was authorized, by himself or his deputies, to serve 
justices' warrants, summonses, executions, and other precepts 
in civil causes, and to collect the fees for his tl·onble.t 

By an act passed on the 11th of November, 1692, when Ben
jamin Fletcher was Governor of New York, for "settling fairs 
and markets in each respective city and county throughout the 
province," an attempt had been made to excite and maintain an 
interest in improving the agricultural condition of the country. 
The manner in which these fai:rs were conducted, was most 
liberal and beneficial. According to the regulations, "all and 
every person or persons, inhabitants, strangers, or sojourners" 
might resort to them, and " carry or cause to be carried" 
thither, "all sorts of cattle, horses, mares, colts, grain, victnals, 
provisions, and other necessaries, together with all sorts of mer
chandise of what nature soever," and expose them for sale or 
barter" in gross, or by retail, at the times, hours, and seasons" 

• Doo. m.t. N. Y., iv. Sil-824. 
t Aotof 18th Georgem, in Laws of New-York, Vaa Bchuet' .. d.l&lll-1'1'11, 

pp. '198, '19'1. 

Digitized by Coogle 



1'173.] COmrrY FAIRS. 198 

appointed. At each fair, an officer, styled a Governor, had 
supreme control, and was empowered to " commissionate" 
rnlers of the fair, who were " to hold Courts of Pypowder," in 
the manner in which they were conducted in England.* In 
accordance with these regulations, an act wu passed on the 8th 
of March, 1778, "respecting fairs in the. counties of Albany, 
Cumberland, and Tryon." In making provision for the second 
named county, two fairs were appointed to be holden annually 
at Westminster ; the first from the fil'Bt Wednesday in June 
until the evening of the Friday next ensuing, and the second, 
for the same period, from the first Wednesday in September. 
All the rules and 118ageB which had obtained'ullder the old act, 
were applied with full force by the new act to the regulation of 
the fairs in the county of Cumberland. t 

A question having arisen as to the remuneration which the 
members from Cnmberland were to receive for their services, 
an act was passed on the 8th of March by which the sum of 
twelve shillings, current money, was allotted to each of them 
for every day's attendance on the Assembly. Ten days was 
apportioned to each at the beginning, and the same number of 
days at the close of the session, to be used in going to and 
retuming from the Assembly, and for the time thus consumed, 
regular attendance fees were allowed. The county treasurer 
W8IJ Ol'dered to pay the representatives their wages on a warrant 
from the supervisors, and the sum thus expended wu to be 
88Be8sed as other charges, and collected within ten days at'ter 
the 888e8Bmcnt. 

On the 29th of November, 1745, an Mt had been passed to 
pt"eVent damages by swine in Dutchess county. Cumberland 
being in want of similar protection, this act wu extended to 
that county on the 8th of March, 1778, and was declared to be 
in force until the 1st of January, 177:S.t 

• Tile •O!d Plilpoudre, Piepowder, or Pypo•der, ia derived f'rom the Prench 
,... loot; 111111 poudmla!. duty, from p111Mlr1, dlll&; or pi.s.p.ld,._, a peddler • 
.Piepcnrder ooarta were granted at taira in Englaud, f'or the J>1ll'POH of inveet.igatintf 
all manner of cauaea arising and dilordera committed upon the pl.aoe, and were 10 

called either "beeaUBe jUBtice was done to any injured peraon before the dUBt of 
the fm wae off hia feet,• or ,_1188 the prineipal disputes determined were be
tween thoee who reaorted to the faira, and the alien merchants or peddlera who 
generally aUended on sueh oecuiona. Brand's Popular Antlquitl-. ii. <iSS. 

t Aot of 4th William and Mary, and act of 18th George m, in r.wa of New 
TOI'k, Vim Sohaek'a eeL, 1691-1'178, pp. 11-14, 801. 

t 'l'be act of November l9tb, 1'1411, referring to Dutch• oounty, 'WII agatD 
13 
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At the session of the Legislature, for the year 177 4:, only one 
act was passed in which especial reference was had to Cumber
land county. This act, passed on the 9th of March, had for its 
object, the revision of the laws concerning "common and pub
lic highways," and the facilitat!on of the business of" raising 
the county ~barges." By its provisions, all disputes which 
might arise as to the " place proper for making a road," were 
to be determined by commissioners appointed by the court of 
General Sessions, who were to be paid by the towns interested. 
The road which they might lay out, was to be worked as were 
other roads. Owing to the importance of Westminster, as the 
county town, :pJrticular care was taken that the approaches to 
it should be kept in good condition. Its inhabitants who were 
freeholders and who lived on the "town street," or who owned 
lands bordering thereon, were each of them ordered to work 
three days during the year 1 '1'14:, " in clearing, opening, and re
pairing the said town street, to the breadth of ten rods." This 
service was to be deducted from the amount of general road 
labor, which each was required to perform. As to the classes 
of persons bound to or excused from labor, by the general road 
law, it was enacted, that every laborer or tradesman who was 
not a freeholder or housekeeper, should be obliged to work only 
three days in each year on the highways, and all indented ser 
vants living with and laboring for their masters, and young men 
living with and laboring for their parents, and not freeholders. 
were wholly excused from road vrork on thell' own acoount. 
Freeholders were compeiled to keep the roads in repair, and 
eight hours of labor ih that service, was deemed a day's work. 

A short time before, a road had been laid out through the 
townships of Brattleborough, New Marlborough, Whiting, and 
Draper, in Cumberland county, and through the townships of 
Readesborough, New Stamford, and Pownal, in Albany county. 
As this road was calculated to facilitate the transportation of 
produce to market, and raise the value of land, the freeholders 
residing in the townships through which it passed, were ordered 
to work on it three days in each year, thenceforward. Samuel 
Anderson of Albany county, and John Houghton and Malachi 
Church of Brattleborough, were appointed commissioners to in-

revived on tbe let of April, 1'1'15, to be continued until January let, 1'190, md 
was, aa before, extended to Cumberland county. Act of 16tb George III. in New 
York Colony La'WI, 1774, 1'1'16, p. 12'1. See aleo act of lllth George n., and of 
18tbGeorge nr., in Lawa of N.Y., Van Schaaek'a ed., 16111-1'1'18, pp. 266, 808. 
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spect the road and alter its course, if they should think best, 
and were allowed eight shillings· per diem for their services. 

To facilitate the raising of county charges, the justices of the 
peace, in case any township or district should neglect to choose 
a supervisor, assessors, or collectors, " at the proper time," were 
authorized to nominate, at the next court session, the officers so 
neglected to be chosen, who were obliged to serve under a 
penalty of ten pounds. This penalty, if incurred, was to be sued 
tor by the county treasurer, as were also moneys detained by 
the collectors against the will of the sheriff. The second Tues-
day in J nne was fixed upon as the day on which the supervisors 
were to hold their annual meeting at Westminster. The laws 
passed by the New York Legislature for the benefit of Cumber
land county, although wisely planned, were not readily execut
ed. Where a direct and palpable benefit was to ensue from 
their observance, they were obeyed ; but when any one chose ro 
break them, his disobedience was but little regarded, and waa 
still more rarely punished.* 

The last session of the Colonial Legislature of New York, held 
in the early part of the year 1115, was noted for the amount of 
business which was transacted and the large number of bills 
which were passed. Of the latter, only two related to Cumber
land county, and of these, that by which the western bounds of 
the county were changed, has been already noticed.t The 
other bill, enacted on the 1st of April, had for its object, the p~ 
vention of the trial of causes in taverns, by justices of the peace. 
In accordance with an establishe~ law of the colony, justices of 
the peace were allowed to hold a court for the triru of causes 
to the value of five pounds and under. In Cumberland coun
ty, it had come to be the fashion for justices to hold their courts 
in taverns, "to the great prejudice of the suitors, and damage 
of the inhabitants." To prevent this abuse, justices who should 
be guilty of it after the second Tuesday in J nne following, were 

• .Act of 14th George m, in New York Colony LaWB, 1'7'14, 1'1'115, pp. 151-M. 
t The law referred to, vu peMed March 12th, 1'1'12, and vu entitled, "An 

.Aa to empower J111ti- of the Peace, Mayore, Recordere, aud Aldermen to tl'f 
CADiell to the Talne of five pounds, and under, and for 11111pending an .Act therein 
mentioned." Act of 12th George m, in LaWB of New York, Vau Scbaaok'e ed. 
1691-17'13, p. 648. 

The ".A.ct therein mentioned" w111 paeeed December 16th, 1'73'1, vhDe George 
Clarke wu Lieutenant-Governor, aud Will entitled, "An .Act for eetabliebing and 
rego1ati.ng Courll, to determine e&lllle8 of Forty Shillings, and under, . in thia Co
lony."-.lbid. pp. 194-196. 
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to forfeit for each offence ten pounds, and the proceedings of the 
co~ held in disobedi(lnce to this order, were declared null and 
vo~d, Forfei~ures in such cases, were to be sued for and reco
vered, with costs of suit, by a qwi tam action in any court of 
record in the colony, one half of the sum to be allowed the pro
secutor for his trouble, the other half to be appropriated to the 
support of the poor in the township or district where the offence 
wa.s committed.* 

On the 3d of April, two days after the pa.ssage of this act, 
the Colonial Assembly of New York adjourned, never to meet 
agabl. The feelings of hatred towards Great Britain, which 
had originatetl,.in part, in the extension of the stamp laws to 
the colonies ten years previous, had in the mean time been 
incrQaaing in force, and now, a.s then, found their exponent 
in the conduct of the "Sons of Liberty." Long had these 
determined men waited for the time when they should be able 
to demand of Great Britain the free exercise of those rights 
which had been guaranteed to them a.s her subjects. That 
time ha<l now come, and they were not unprepared to improve 
the opportunities which it offered. 

Among the most prominent actors in the ante-revolutionary 
history of New York, wa.s Isaac Low. Early in the year 177 4, 
a committee of correspondence had been formed in the city of 
New York, for the purpose of a.scertaining the feelings of the 
inhabitants of the province m regard to the usurpations of the 
mother country. As chairman of this committee, Low had 
writ~n to the supervisors of Cumberland county, on the 21st 
of May, in that year, for information a.s to the mea.sures which 
the majority of the people in that part of New York would be 
~1, to adopt in the present crisis. At their meeting in June, 
no action wa.s taken upon his letter by the supervisors, and, 
either " through ignorance or intention," they endeavored to 
keep the knowledge of the existence of such a document from 
the people. The secret, nevertheless, wa.s whispered abroad, 
and having become known to Dr. Reuben Jones of Rocking
bam, and Capt. Azariah Wright of Westminster, wa.s oommu
nicated by them to the towns in which they lived. Meetings 
were, in consequence, called in those towns, and a committee 
from each wa.s appointed to wait on the super~eors at their 
meeting in September, to see if they had in their pOI!Bel!8ion 

• Act of 16th George IIL, in New York Colony Laws, 1774, 1776, p. 128. 
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any papers which should have been laid before the people of 
the county. When that, which had been a suspicion, proved to 
be a fact, the supervisors made many excuses for their conduct. 
Some pleaded ignorance, "some on~ thing, and some andther." 
But " the most of them," says Dr. Jones, in his account of the 
aft'air, " did seem to think that they could send a return to the 
committee at New York, without ever laying it before their 
constituents; which principle, at this day, 80 ·much prevails, 
that it is the undoing of the people." "Men, at this day," 
adds the philosophic chronicler, "are 80 tainted with the princi
ples of tyranny, that they would fain believe that, as they are 
chosen by the people to any kind of office, for any particular 
thing, they have the sole power of that people by whom they 
are chosen, and can act in the nam,e of that people in any 
matter or thing, though it is not in any connection with what 
they were chosen for."* 

A resolution was now formed that no answer should be 
returned to Low's letter, until it had been laid before every 
town in the county. In accordance with this determination, 
the people in each town were invited to send delegates to a 
convention to be holden at Westminster on the 19th of October 
following. When the call was received at Chester, four of the 
inhabitants, by a written application, dated October 3d, re
quested Col. Thomas Chandler, the town clerk, to call a town 
meeting, that it might be known by a public expression whether 
the people were willing "to choose a com• to make report to 
ye com• of Correspondence," whether they would "stand for 
the privileges of North America ;" whether they were content 
" to receive the late acts of Parliament as J net," or would 
"view them as unjust, oppressive, and unconstitutional." A 
meeting was accordingly held on the lOth of October. Col. 
Chandler was chosen moderator, and a committee of :five were 
directed to join the county committee for the purpose of pre- • 
paring a report for the committee of correspondence in the city 
of New York. Not content with lend"mg their aid to effect 
those changes in behalf of which many were soon to suffer, they 
resolved in the most patriotic manner, and in language whose 
meaning was unmistakable, " that the People of America 
azoe N atn1'&lly lntituled to all the Priviledges of Free BorDe 
Subjeeta of Great Britain, which Priviledges they have Never 

• Blade'• Vt. State Papers, p. Iii. 
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Forfeited; that Every Man's Estate, Honestly acquired, is his 
own, and no person on Earth has a Right to take it away with
out the Proprietor's Consent, unless he forfeit it by some crime 
of his committing; that all acts of the British Parliament, 
Tending to take away or abridge these Rights, ought not to be 
obeyed; that the People of this Town will joyn with their 
Fellow American Subjects in opposing in all Lawfull ways 
every incroachment on their Natural Rights." Thus spoke the 
people of Chester. In capital letters and in syllables strength
ened by heavy gutturals, they spoke, but their language was not 
the" great swelling words of vanity." Every sound cont&ined 
a meaning, and every meaning seemed to look forward to a 
development of itself in action. Similar meetings were held in 
other places with similar results.* 

On the 19th of October, eighteen delegates from twelve 
towns, met in convention at the "County llall" in Westminster. 
The session lasted two days. Col. John Hazeltine of Towns
hend, was chosen chairman, and the meeting having been pro
perly organized, the letter of Isaac Low, the act of the British 
Parliament by which a duty had been levied on tea for the 
purpose of raising a revenue in America, the Boston port bill, 
and several arbitrary declarations of the English government, 
were read in the hearing of the people. These papers were 
referred to a committee consisting of John Grout, of Chester ; 
Joshua Webb, of Westminster; Paul Spooner, of Hertford; 
Edward Harris, of Halifax ; and Major William Williams, of 
Marlborough. In the report which they submitted on the fol
lowing day, they briefly reviewed the sufferings which they 
had endured as pioneers in the settlement of a new country, 
and the hardships they had encountered in "subduing the 
wilderness, and converting it into fruitful :fields." They 
expressed the greatest surprise that Americans should, by the 

•late acts of Parliament, have been deprived "of that great 
right of calling that their own," which they by their industry 
had honestly acquired ; that the King and Parliament should 
dare to say with impunity they had " a right to bind the 
colonies in all cases whatsoever," and that they should " attempt 
to exercise that authority, by taking, at their pleasure, the pro
perties of the King's American subjects without their consent." 
"He who has nothing"-this was the argument of these liberty-

• :US. recorda ol the towD of Obel&er. 
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loving men, who, regardful of the course which England had 
pursued towards her colonies, looked forward with dread 
apprehensions to the future-" he who h~~S nothing but what 
another has power at pleasure lawfully to take away from him, 
has nothing that he can call his own, and is, in the fullest sense 
of the word, a slave-a alave to him who has such power; and 
as no part of British America stipulated to settle as slaves, the 
privileges of British subjects are their privileges, and whoever 
endeavOUI'B to deprive them of their privileges is guilty of 
treason against the Americans, as well as the British constitu
tion." 

In view of these sentiments, they resolved" that as trne and 
loyal subjects of our gracious sovereign, King George the 
Third of Great Britain, &c., we will spend our lives and 
fortunes in his service ; that as we will defend our King while 
he reigns over us, his subjects, and wish his reign may be long 
and glorious, so we will defend our just rights, as British sub
jects, against every power that shall attempt to deprive us of 
them, while breath is in our nostrils, and blood in our veins; 
that considering the late acts of the British Parliament, for 
blocking up the port. of Boston, &c., which we view as arbitrary 
and unjust, inasmuch as the Parliament have sentenced them 
unheard, and dispensed with all the modes of law and justice 
which we think necessary to distinguish between lawfully 
obtaining right for property injured, and arbitrarily enforcing 
to comply with their will, be it right or wrong, we resolve to 
assist the people of Boston in defence of their liberties to the 
utmost of our abilities." In the next resolution they announced 
in the most explicit terms the rules by which their own conduct 
should be governed in circumstances in which they might be 
nearly concerned. "Sensible," said they, "that the strength 
of our opposition to the late acts consists in a uniform, manly, 
steady, and determined mode of procedure, we will bear tes
timony against, and discourage all riotous, tumultuous, and 
unnecessary mobs which tend to injure the persons or properties 
of harmless individuals; but endeavour to treat those persons 
whose abominable principles and actions show them to be 
enemies to American liberty, as loathsome animals not fit to 
be touched or to have any society or connection with." 

Agreeable to the suggestions contained in Low's letter, a 
committee composed of Joshua Webb, John Grout, William 
Williams, Deacon John Sessions of- Westminster, and Capt. 
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Joab Hoisington of Windsor, were chosen to communicate 
with other committees of correspondence in the province and 
elsewhere. Thanks were returned to the committee in New 
York city for the notice they had taken of the "infant county," 
and the chairman was directed roforward the reaolutions of the 
convention to Isaac Low, and inform him why his letter ro the 
supervisors had not met with an earlier answer. The con
vention also acknowledged their obligations to John Hazeltine, 
" for his good services as chairman." This report was read, 
paragraph by paragraph, a.nd W38 adopted unanimously. Al
though there is no record to that effect, yet power seems to 
have been given to the chairman to convoke a.nother convention 
whenever the good of the county might seem to demand it.* 

The town of Dummerston numbered among it$ inhabitants 
some who were unfriendly to the jurisdiction of New York, 
and who regarded the order of the King in Council, by which 
Connecticut river was declared the eastern boundary of that 
province, as especially tyrannical. Such, were pre-eminently 
the views of Solomon Harvey, the physicia.n and clerk of this 
patriotic village, and the records which he kept, in virtue of the 
latter office, exhibit 01.1 almost every page, traces of his peculiar 
disposition. The dislike which he, in common with others, 
entertained towards the government of New York, had no 
doubt been increased by the aristocratic bearing of some of 
the county officials who held their appointment$ from the 

• American Arohivee, Fourth Series, 17711, vol ii. eole. Ioe4-1088. The proeeed· 
iDgl of thil oonvention--the first held within the limite of the pNII!Dt atete of 
Vermont for the purpose of opposing the tyrannoua meuure~ of Great Britain
were not made public until the middle of the year following. Heantime, the 
Congrese of the United Colonies bad been organized, and a report had got abroad 
charging the people of Cumberland county with being unfriendly to ita meuuree. 
On the 28d of June, 17'111, 101ne pei'IKln in New York city-probably Jolm. 
Hueltine, for he bad arrived there u a member of the New York Provincial 
Congrese two days previoua-addreseed a note to John Holt, the editor of the 
New York Journal, couched in these words: "The County of Cumberland in 
this Province, having been represented ae inimical to the proceectinga of the 
late Coatineatal Oongr- at Philadelphia, and to the ~everal Provineial OoDr
linee held in the reepeotive Britieh Colonies in America in defence of their juat 
righta and freedom; you are desired to publish in the New York lournal the 
following Proceedings and Resolutions of a General Committee, eoneiating of the 
Commit1eee of a number of To'Wlll, by which the whole County wu ri1 
represented at a meeting in October 1ut. The long delay of the publication wu 
oeeaaioned by 10me unfair praetieea of a emall but miiClbievou party, tosether 
with the remote llituation of the County from the City of New York." Holt 
complied with the request of bill correspondent, and the opiniona of the people 
of CumberJaad COUDty were pre~ented in their true light. 
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Oolonial Legialature ; and the abuse of power which these men 
sometimes exhibited in their functionary character, was used as 
an argument againat those from whom they had received their 
authority. At a town meeting held at Dummerston on the 
17th of May, 1774, the people omitted to choose town trustees. 
"Should this Excite any Speculation," says Harvey, who entered 
an account of the event on the town records, several years after 
its occurrence," it may be remembered that the Government 
of New Yc:.-k, has, Ever Since July y- 4th Anno 1764:,* Exer
cised an unpresidented system of tyrany over &11 that teritory 
Since Called State of V erm.ont, and did in almost Numberless 
instances So Cruelly Harrass and pillage the poor New Settlers 
in this intolerably inhospitable wilderness, as rendered their 
hard Erned pittances Scarce worth Enjoying, and all under the 
Saered and auspecious Name of administring justice." 

Having with these words aronsed the recollection of his 
readers, the eloquent clerk proceeds to unfold to them the 
reasons which led the people of the town to postpone the 
election of trustees. " Governor Tryon & his imps, and the 
minions of the British tyrant (George the third)," these are hia 
glowing words: "had by their Hell-invented policy, their plans, 
Commissions, and other artful insinuations, Extended their in
fluence into Every New plantation, over which theytyranized; 
and had not failed Even to have Some in their interest in this 
town, who by art and insinuation, overpersuaded the honest 
people of this town to Omit ChUBing trustees for the year; 
alledging that they had no right to it by virtue of any Law of 
the government, notwithstanding the provision made and pro
vided in such Cases, and the Special injunction to all incorpo
rated Societies to Comply with it.'' The people having 
dilloov~ the imposition which had been practised upon them, 
and fearful that some of the higher dignitaries of the county 
would "appoint eome of their emissaries to supply the place of 
tnJeteos," caused another meeting to be notified, and avoided 
the mischief which had been intended for them by choosing for 
themeelve8 the officers whose places had been left vacant at the 
regular election. t 

Fully on their guard, and ready to treat as tyrants those who 

• The order In Ooaneil which deelare4 Comlectiout rinr to be the eeetml 
boundary af New York,,.. ,._don the liOth af luly, l'lM. It it t.o thil date 
that llan'e:y pto'bllbly intended to refer. 

t liS ncorda afthe towu ofDammentoa, L 16-l'J. 
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should endeavor to deprive them of any of their privileges, 
they afrorwards sent delegates to the Westminster convention, 
and were among the foremost in advancing the objects for 
which it had been convoked. Nor was it long before they had 
an opportunity to carry into action the spirit which they had 
evinced in words. An event occurred in their own rock·ribbed 
village, which allowed full scope to their patriotism, and ended 
in confirming the jealous watchfulness with which they had 
resolved to guard their rights. The warm-blooded Dr. Harvey, 
the " village Hampden" of Dummerston, who, judged by his 
zeal and courage, seems to have p088essed 

" Hands, that the rod of empire might han nray'd. • 

was the leader on this occasion. He has shown, in his narrative 
records, how the insolence of Britain was checked by the valor 
of himself and of his compeers, and it is but right that he 
should tell the story in his own quaint and energetic mode. 

"On the 28th of October, A. Dom. 1774, Lieut. Leonard 
Spaulding of the town of Fullham alias Dummerston, was Com
mitted to the Common gaol for high treason against the British 
tyrant George the third,* by the direction of the infamous 
Crean Brush, his attorney, & Noah Sabin, William Willard, 
& Ephraim Ranney Esqrs., and W m. Paterson the high 
Shreeve, and Benja. Gorton, and the infamous Bildad Easton, 
and his Deputiest; upon which, on the following day, viz. 

• " P. S. Mr. Spaulding'• pre~nded Crime wu, that be threw oat MRDe W'Ol'da 

unfavourable to tlae British tynnt relating to the Quebec Bill by which he i8 
made Pope of that govemmenl"-MS. DummeNton recorda, i. 20. 

The eauH of Lieu~nant Spaulding's confinement, is more fully given in the 
annezed extract. "One man they put into close prieon fur high treaaon ; and all 
that they proved .,.Wt him, ... .., that he u.id if the king had eigned the Quebee 
bill, it W'M his opinion that he bad broke his coronation-oath. But the good 
people Yent and opened the prieon door and let him go, and did no violence to 
any man's pereon or property."-Blade'• Vt. Sta~ Papere, p. 68. 

By the pro'riaio111 of the Quebec bill, u it wae called. the Roman Catbolie 
religion, iDitead of being tokral«l in Quebec, ae atipulated by tlae treaty of~ 
WM mabliM«i By the aame act the people of the province were deprived of the 
right to an .A.embly. Trial by jury, and the Engliah law•, in civil cues, were 
abolished. In the place of the latter la'lll'l, the la'W'I of France were established, in 
direct violation of hie l&Jeaty'• promile in hie royal proclamation. See loanaall 
Am. Cong. L 8'7. 

t Jaoob Laughton of DummeNton who 'III'M born in Rutland, M-wDHtts, 
September 10, 1780, and who W'U contemporary with Dr. Harvey, remarked to 
the author, in a -v-tion Yhieh took p~ ~December 1861, that" Lieu\. 
Spaulding ..... a reaolute man," and that " it took three or four • Yorken' to 
-quer blm W'h«l he 'Will ooamdtted to the Jail a~ Wee~." 

Digitized by Goog le 



177 4.] EXTBAar I'BOK THB JUWOliDB OJ' DUJDIEBSTO:N. 208 

October the 29th, a majority of the inhabitants met near the 
house of Charles Davenport on the green, and made Choice of 
Sundry pe1"80ns to Serve as a Oommittee of Oorrespondancy to 
joyne with other towns or respectable bodies of peopel, the 
better to secure and protect the rights and priveledges of them
selves and fellow-cretures from the ravages and imbarasaments 
of the British tyrant, & his New York and other imme
saries. 

" The pel'BOD8 made choice of, were these, viz., Solomon 
Harvey, John Butler, Jonathan Knight, Josiah Boyden & 
Daniel Gates, by whose vigilance & activity Mr. Spaulding 
was released from his Confinement after about eleven days : the 
Committee finding it N eceaaary to be assisted by a Large Oon
courae of their freeborn N eighboura and bretherin, Oonsiating of 
the inhabitants of Dummerston, Putney, Guilford, Halifax and 
Draper, who discovered a patriotic Zeal & true heroic for
titude on the important occation. The plain truth is, that the 
brave sons of freedom whose patience was worn out with the 
inhuman insults of the imps of power, grew quite sick of diving 
after redress in a Legal way, & finding that the Law was only 
made use of for the Emolument of its Cretures & the im
misaries of the British tyrant, resolved upon an Easyer Method, 
and accordingly Opned the goal without Key or Lock-picker, and 
after Congratulating Mr. Spaulding upon the recovery of his 
freedom, Dispersed Every man in pease to his respective home 
or place of abode. The afforgoing is a true and short relation 
of that Wicked affair of theN ew York, Cut throatly, J acobitish, 
High Church, Toretical minions of George the third, the pope 
of Canada & tyrant of Britain." Such is the graphic and 
impartial D.arrative of one who was the chronicler of events in 
which he bore an important part. Oomment is unneces
sary.* 

While the people of Cumberland county were thus engaged 
in endeavoring to pluck off the leaves from the tree of despotism, 
the representatives of the different Colonies, assembled in Oon
gress at Philadelphia, were dealing vigorous blows at its 
trunk. 

The adoption by Oongress of the "non-importation, non-con
sumption, and non-exportation asaoclation" on the saoth of Oc
tober, was hailed with a joy, which, though not universal even 

• MS. record. of the toYD of DammtlltoD, I. 18-10. 

Digitized by Coogle 



'BI8TORY OF LUTEBN VBBJlOJrl'. [1'174:.. 

among the lovers of liberty, was significant of the feelings of the 
mass of society. By the advice of some of the leading men in 
Cumberland county, John Hazeltine, on the 13th of November, 
assumed the responsibility of issuing circulars to the different 
towns, notifying a second convention to be held at Westminster, 
and inviting the attendance of delegates. At a meeting which 
was held at Cheater, on the 28th of November, in accordance 
with this call, two delegates were chosen to represent that town 
at W estm.inster. They were instructed to " use their best en
deavol'B" to procure from the convention, a vote of thanks to 
the Continental Congress " for their good services," and an assur
rance that the people of the county would "fully comply with 
their advice and resolutions." They were also directed to exert 
their influence to obtain the p8888ge of certain instructions to 
Samuel Wells and Crean Brush, their representatives in the 
New York Legislature. Of these instructions, the chief was, 
that their representatives should exert "their best skill and ~ 
dom" to choose deputies to attend the Congress of the Colonies, 
to be held at Philadelphia in the following May, unless the 
grievances univel'Bally complained of should be redressed before 
that time. On the same day, a similar meeting with similar re
sults was held in Dummel'Bton. Among the votes passed on 
that occasion, was one particularly significant, by which the as
sessol'B were directed to " assess the town in a Discretionary snm 
of money, Sufficient to procure 100 weight of gunpowder, 200 
Weight of Lead & 800 flints, for the town use." The tax was to 
be taken in" potash salts," and a committee was appointed to 
receive that article. 

At the second convention, held at Westminster, on the 30th 
of November, "all the resolves of the Continental Congress'' 
which had been passed a few weeks previous, were adopted, 
and a promise was made by which the delegates bound them· 
selves as representatives of their constituent& "religiously to ad
here to the non-importation, non-consumption, and non-exportlr 
tion" 8880Ciation. An attempt was made to form a county com
mittee of inspection, bnt as this movement was " much spoken 
against by a justice and an attorney," and was "looked upon by 
them as a childish, impertinent thing, the delegates dared not 
choose one." The state of the county was then considered, as 
were also the inconveniences to which the inhabitants were 
snbj ected in collecting their dues in the province of New Hamp· 
shire. As to the general spirit of the proceedings of the con· 
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vention, there was no retrogression from the high position which 
had been taken in the previous month.* 

In one of the articles of the "non--importation, non-consumption 
and non-exportation association," waa a recommendation that a 
committee shonld be chosen "in every county, city and town," 
by those "qualified to vote for representatives in the Legisla
ture," whose business it should be "attentively to observe the 
conduct of all pel'80ns" in regard to the measures which had 
been adopted by the association. The advice conveyed in these 
words, though rejected by the Westminster convention, was not 
unheeded by the patriotic people of Dummerston. The service 
implied was such as suited their temper. The subject was 
broached in town meeting, on the 3d of January, 117 5, and seven 
persons, with Dr. Harvey at their head, were chosen a " Com
mittee of inspection" to observe the " Conduct of the inhabitants, 
agreeable to an order or recommendation of the Right Honora
ble Continental.Congress." The authority with which this cem
mittee was vested, was by no means negative, and their office 
was in no sense of the word a sinecure. Under their inquisito
rial sway, two of the town 888e880rs were removed from their 
places, because they had refused to purchase the stock of am
munition which was to be paid for in "potash salts." From one 
man they took a gun, because fonlOOth they suspected it con
tained a ball more friendly to the King than to the Congress. 
By their decision, another man who had been prominent in the 
hiatory of the village, was declared unfit for office, and was not 
pennitted to act in a public station, until by his condnct he 
evinced the spirit of a patriot. ~r the commencement of the 
Revolution, committees like these were to be found in almost 
every town throughout the New HampshireGrantB, but the peo
ple of Dummerston seem to have led the way in sustaining in 
Cumberland county the-e:ft'ortB of Congress to gu&l'd against the 
manceuwes of inimical persons. t 

So favorable had been the result of the two Westminster 
conventions, that it was thought best that another convention 
should be held early in the year 1715. WarrantB signed by 
Col John Hazeltine, were in consequence sent to the different 
towns in the county on the 30th of January, and primary meet-

. ings were again convened for the purpoae of choosing delegate!. 

• MS. recQrda of the town of Chester, i. 87-40. MS. recorda of tHe town of 
Dammenton, i. 28. Blade's Vt. State Papet'l. pp. 65, 68. 

t J01D'II&le Am. Cong. i. 25. MS. Dummerston Reoo~ ToL i. pG#ifll. 
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h on former occasions, the towns of Chester and DummerstAm 
were foremost in responding to the call. On the 7th of Febru
ary, delegates from twelve towns assembled at Westminster, 
and the convention was organized by the choice of CoL John 
Hazeltine as chairman, and Dr. Paul Spooner as clerk. The 
session lasted three days. A s~ding committee of correspond
ence, composed of persons from twenty-one towns, was chosen, 
that the county might be kept well informed as to the doinga 
of the friends of liberty in the different colonies. Its members 
were Joshua Webb, Nathaniel Robinson, and Abijah Lovejoy, 
of Westminster; Capt. Samuel Minott, of Putney ; Dr. Solomon 
Harvey, ofDummerston; Nathaniel French, ofBrattleborough; 
William Bullock and Hezekiah Stowell, of Guilford; Lieut. 
Eleazer Patterson, of Hinsdale, now Vern on ; Edward Harris, 
of Halifax; Charles Phelps and Capt. Francis WhiQ:nore, of 
Marlborough; Elijah Alvord, of Draper, now Wilmington ; 
Samuel Robertson, of Newfane ; Col. John Hazeltine and 
Samuel Fletcher, of Townshend ; James Roger8, of Kent, now 
Londonderry ; Moses Gile, of Chester ; Moses Wright and 
Jonathan Bnrt, of Rockingham ; Simon Stevens, of Spring
field; Hezekiah Grout and Oliver Rider, of W eathersfield; 
Benjamin Wait, of Windsor; Dr. Paul Spooner, of Hertford, 
now Hartland ; " Esquire" Jon a than Burk, of Hartford ; Jacob 
Hazeltine, of Woodstock; and John Winchester Dana, of 
Pomfret. Col. Hazeltine was chosen chairman of the com
mitte. Dr. Spooner, Joshua Webb, Abijah Lovejoy, Dr. 
Harvey, and Capt. Whitmore were appointed to "serve as 
monitors to the committee of correspondence" and were 
directed to transmit all letters of public importance, and con
vey all intelligence of general interest of which they might 
become possessed to Col. Hazeltine. To avoid any misrepre
sentation of the objects for which the delegates had assembled, 
Charles Phelps and Dr. Harvey were instructed to prepare for 
publication, such extracts from the doings of the convention as 
they should deem advisable, and to add a short account of the 
proceedings which had taken place at the meetings which had 
been previously held. Power was given to the chairman to 
call a general meeting of the town committees in cases of great 
emergency, or on application of the committees of three towns ; 
and he was directed to notify a meeting without delay when the 
application should proceed from the committees of five towns.* 

• MS. Pingry Papers. 
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One of the main objects for which this convention was 
assembled, was to obtain, if poeeible, from the Legislature of 
New York, the passage of such laws as would tend to improve 
the mode of administering justice in the county courts, and 
efi'ect a change in several of the preliminaries in judicial 
proceedings. A formal petition, drawn by Charles Phelps, 
was in consequence addre&Bed to Lieutenant-Governor Cadwal
lader Colden, and probably received the sanction of the con
vention before its adjournment. In this document the delegates, 
in behalf of their constituents, represented the "great expense 
and heavy burdens" that had been imposed on the county by 
the additional courta which had been lately established. As 
the result of this change, they stated that lawsuits had increased, 
charges had been multiplied, and families nearly beggared. 
They further declared that· their hard-earned money had been 
appropriated in fulfilling the conditions of their chartel"B, in 
clearing their heavy timbered lands, in cultivating their fields, 
in supporting their "numerous and very indigent families," and 
in building the court-house and jail, which had been located at 
Westminster. Among their other hardships, they mentioned the 
inconveniences attending the " calling off from their business" 
of more than seventy farmel"B at each of the quarterly sessions of 
the court to act as grand and petit jnrol"B, for which service they 
did not receive enough to defray their expenses ; the wages 
which they were obliged to pay their representatives in the 
Colonial Legislature, and the high fees charged by attorneys for 
their work. These and other inflictions of a similar nature they 
pronounced " very bnrthensome and grievous," and stated that 
unless they were redressed the further settlement of the county 
would be greatly obstructed. 

In view of this representation, they prayed that the number 
of the terms of the inferior court of Common Pleas, and of the 
coUrt of General Sessions of the Peace, might be reduced to 
two of each annually, and further, that such an arrangement 
might be continued for seven ye81"8. They also asked for the 
reduction of the number of grand and petit jurol"B to eighteen 
each, for each of the court terms ; for the lessening of the retain
ing fee taxed by the court in bills of costs, to ten shillings ; for 
a regulation by which all deeds and conveyances of lands 
should for the future be recorded in the office of the clerk of 
the town in which the lands might lie ; for the establishment 
of a probate office in the county; for the passage of an act by 
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which all processes issuing from juatices of the peace, under 
" the restriction of the five pound act," should be aerved by. 
constables and not by the under sheri:ft' or hia deputies-; for the 
repeal of the law by which such proceEel were served by the 
aherift; and for the paauge or aoother act by which grand 
jurors should be paid for their serviqes from the fines collected 
of criminals, Such were the changes prayed for: by the con
vention. Through some inadv~rtenoe, those who were charged 
with the care of the petition delayed ao long to aend it to the 
Colonial Legislature, that when they would fain have retrieved 
their neglect, they found that that body had held ita J.aat eession, 
and declared ita final adjoumment. Another cil'cumatanoa had 
also occurred which rendered the contemplated reforms 
unnecessary. The courta of Camberland county had been 
stopped by violence, and Providence had eft"eoted. the desirecl 
changes in a manner far different from that which. bad been 
contemplated by man.* 

• The p«;itioa, or which • I)'DOpQ il giT• iu da• tat. w• llll1lt by EUJ-h 
Grout or Wiudlor, to Samuel Wella, Noah Sabin, NatbaB Stone, Benjamin 
Butterfield, Samuel Gale, Samuel KDight, and Jonathan Stearna, who. preTfou 
to Mmrcb 18th, 1'1715, were the principal oeiceJ'I iu the oourta or the COilnty. 
Grout'eletter aooompuying the petition, Will dated April 1Mb, 1'1711, ad M ~ 
time, thoee whom he adcire.ed bad jiiA reaehed New York, after baring been 
detained iu pn.on nearly a month.-Bratt.leborough Semi-Weekly Es~le, Thuno 
day, December 6th, 1849. 
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CliA.PTER IX. 

THE "Wll:ll'l'J[J;NIITEB JUIISACBB." 

A.a Ante.BeTolution Eveni-Weetmiullter-The "Streef'-The Old Ktetiuc-
. ~The Pulpit-The Bounding-board-The Powder-bole-The Whi~ 
on.. Oolltetia~ Choi~Tbe FooWtove-The Barying-gro11Dd-The 
OtaTe el Williul Pre!aeb-'l'lae Epitaph-Coodition o( the OolODiee before tile 
:Revolution-The Feeling in Cumberland .County-!>i.trut o( the Coarta-Be-

. IIIOIIBtrulee 1rith Judge Cbandl-The Whig. -.mble at W.,.t.min.t.er
Seeuee oftheNighto( Kareh ISth--Norton'eTavern-The Sheriff'• Poe.e-The 
~to euterthe Cout-h-The"K~-The Frolie-Tbe St&te
JDIR$ ol ~Tile Gatheriug-Ap~ o( the Ceurtola-
Inh'IIID&D Sllgeatione-hcitement of the Y eo~~~a~~ry...-Roben Cockru-Treat
ment of the Toriee-Sketehee of the Liberty-men-William French-Hie 
~Beminilcen- concerning him-Hie Death-The Inqueet-The 
:BarW-IJulel :S.Ughtoa-Joaatllan Knight-Philip Saft'ord-Tory Depoei
ti-W-.poM o( &lae Whip-Inoideatl eoaoeeted with the nx-r.r
Joeeph Temple-John Hool:er-Joha .Anm, the Ppet...-The ,. :u-e• in 
Bbpu--Thomu Chandler, Jr.-The P11nieblent of the Oourt omo-Their 
Imprieoameat-Their Rei-Action of the Legialature of New York-Lieu
~'Hl'IIOI' Celdea'e 11-.re--Approprlation of .£1,000--Colden to Lord 
Dutuoatla-'Ihe IDftuaoe of :.-o&.-a. Bay ia procluaing the .. .__.. 
-What j.wlee aa InnrreetioD 1-Claiml of William Pnoab to the title of the 
.Proto-marip of the Revolution. 

Axolfo the important events immediately preceding and 
connected with the war of the Revolution, which served to 
show the feelings of the great mass of the American people, 
and prognosticated the impending struggle, none has been 
buried in deeper obscurity than that which occurred at West
minster, on the night of the 18th of March, 1775. In some 
minds, the words "W estminater M8888Cre" may perchance 
awaken recollections of the venerable grandsire, who, with his 
4~endants gathered around him, 

" Wept rlflt hie youadl, ud talee o( IIOI'I'O'W done, 
ShoalcMnd hie 'match, ad elaowed how 8.e1da 'WIN ,.. (" 
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or who, during the long winter evenings, was wont to depict, 
in his own expressive language, to the listening group, the 
scenes of the battles of Bennington or Saratoga, or, it may be, 
those of the night to which allusion has been made. The 
descendants of a revolutionary ancestry who have been thus 
favored, will not forget the glow which burned on the counte
nance ot the old patriot, nor the enthusiasm with which he 
referred to these and similar events, as the greatest eras in his 
own life and in the history of his country. To the minds of 
others, these words may conny h't.t little meaning beyond 
their etymological signification. 

When we consider the hardy character of the early settlera 
CJn the western banks of the Connecticut, their uncompromising 
hatred of oppression, and their holy love of freedom-which 
principles, originating in Massachusetts and Connecticut, had, 
among the hills of the adopted province, attained their full 
strength and reached their complete proportions-when we 
reflect on these considerations, we need look no further for the 
cause which obtained for Vermont the honor-though late 
accorded, yet none the less real on that account-of being the 

· State which gave to the American States the proto-martyrs of 
American independence. 

The most casual observer, as he passes throngh the towns in 
the south-eastern part of Vermont that border the shores of the 
Connecticut, cannot but notice the picturesque beauty which 
distinguishes, in so marked a degree, the location of West
minster. The east village, to which particular reference is 
made, stands principally on an elevated plain, nearly a mile in 
extent, divided by a broad and beautiful avenue, along whose 
sides are built the comfortable and commodious dwellings of 
the inhabitants, back of which to the hills on the one side, and 
the river on the other, extend rich farms and fertile meadows. 
Seldom is there any noise on the " Street" at Westminster. It 
does not resemble Broadway, nor does it find its representa.. 
tive on State street at Boston. The schoolboy, it is true, 
shouts at noon-time and even-tide, and the shrill whistle of the 
engine screams through the neighboring v.alley, a reminder of 
the whoop of earlier days. But these appertain to almost every 
place, and tell of the universality of steam and the schoolmaster. 

Of those objects in this quiet village which would most 
natnrally attract the attention of an admirer of the infant 
ci~tion of the past century, none is more prominent than 
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the old meeting-house. This building was commenced in 1769, 
and was completed in the year following. The superintendence 
of the work was given to a man named Brown, who dwelt at 
Westmoreland, New Hampshire, and who fulfilled his contract 
to the satisfaction of his employers. The church was formerly 
placed, as was the custom of the times, in the middle of the 
high road, but it was afterwards removed, and now stands on 
the line of the street. For many years the people of the 
village, united in faith and 
doctrine, were accustomed 
to assemble within its walls, 
for the purpose of worship
ping in conformity with the 
usages of the New Eng
land Congregationalists," but 
when, in the lapse of time, 
some of the people had em
braced an oppugnant belief, 
vexatious disputes aro e as to 
which of the two denomina
tions should have possession 
of the building. In the end, 
a new edifice was erected by The w eatmlneter Meeting· house. 

the Congregationalists, and their opponents, after retaining pos
session of the original structure for a few years, left it tenantless. 
Thus it remained for years undisturbed, except on town-meeting 
and election-days, and by the occasional visits of the peering 
antiquarian, the summer loiterer, or the leisurely-going traveller. 

• The m.t miniater eettled in Weetminster, ill eaid to have been a man by the 
name of Goodell, and the year 1'166 or 1'16'1 ill genurally regarded u th~ time of 
hill coming. Tradition affirms, that hill wife wu the d.oghter of a man diJI. 
tiDguiahed in the annala of New Hampehire. In the year 1769 his faithleaeneae 
to her became known, and thill diaconry wu soon after followed by hill secret 
departure from the town. Mra. Goodell's brothers, on being informed of these 
eireumatancea, took her and her two children to their home in New Hampehire, 
and made proriaion for their future npport. U ill not known who first occupied 
the pulpit of the " old meeting-houee." Miee-thoee lovera and digesters of 
literature of every lrlnd, uared and profan~ave destroyed the early recorda 
of the church, and the memory of the oldest inhabitant ill at fault to supply the 
blank thus oeeaarioned. · The division in the ehuroh ai W eltminater ia, with a few 
10Ddiiieati0118, the history of almoet all the religious eooietiee in New England. 
The e&Uiel which led. to the formation of Christian nnion1 were identical, with 
a few n:ception~, in all, and the aame ill allo true of the ca~ which in the end 
anated m.en.ion1 and divilion. 
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Although.lately used for educational purposes, it still atanda 
a model of ita kind, a. monument of former days. Ita .archi
tecture is simple, ad .tru, SQUJldne&s of its timbers bears .wit
ness to the ~eoce of the J'Jl&~rlale which WJU"U used in ita 
construction. Within, all is . strange . to the eye of a modern. 
The m.i.nista.-'1 desk, p~ diNctl.r in front of the h~ bow
window, is ove~owed by the umb~lik:e &O'!DldiDg-bQU'd, 
from whieh, in fQrmer days, words. of wisdom and truth were 
often reverberated. Our ancestors were a f'rugal people. They 
regarded the air, not as an element in which to waste words, 
but as a medium by which ideas were to be conveyed; and in 
order that nothing, especially of a sacred character, &hould .be 
lost, they fell upon this contrivance, designed to give to the 
hearer the fall benefit of all that the preacher might chooee to 
utter. As one stands beneath this impending projectio~ a 
stifling sensation wUlJteal over the senses, and a htdi~WJ .~ 
lest ita maaeiv~e~~&IIYif1 deacend and crosh him as he gazes, is 
not entirely absent from, the mind. One might also feel like 
comparins it- iQ. situation,, Jldth the s:w.ord of' D.~ , ~ut 
othei'Wiee; ·~'COmparison ·DWls, for the hair whioh,holde ~~ilt .a 
bar of inm; ad the structure itself bears a striking. ~mblance 
to ~ stemless toadstooL Modem theologians might find in it a 
personification of the cloud which in ancient t4nes overhnng 
the.mercy~t, and this, perhaps, is the most orthodox ~:win 
which it can be l'egarded. 

Underneath the pulpit is a small apartment, in whi~h the 
powder and lead belonging to the village were usually stored. 
Who can describe.the feelings whieh now and th~ m~ have 
shot across the mind of the preacher, or imagine the nature of 
his secret thoughts, as Sunday after Sunday he warned his 
hearers of the dangers of this wodd and besought them.to seek 
for safety in the next, while latent death lay barrelled· beneath 
his feet I Immediately in front of and below the desk, are 
arranged the benches where once sat the deacons. Beside 
them, atood long whips, with whieh they were wont to drive 
from the· temple· the farmers' dogs whieh would sometimes in
trude during the protracted service. Terrible instruments were 
these. long whips to the little boys, and the least wriggle of 
their utmost tip, although caused by the breathing of some 
kind-natured zephyr, wu more potent to them than the mos' 
pointed denunciations winged with fire and sulphur, and im
pelled by the breath of " brazen lungs." Above the deacons' 
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aeatB, on a eouple of nails, rested a . pole, at the end of. which 
was attaehed a silken· pouch. This wu .the ooU.ection-box, · 
which, like th& spear of Ithurie~ brought forth· from • thoee 
whom it touched, solid, though not always willing OODfeBBiona, 
to the cause of truth. 

If there were any exercises of the sailctuary, which more 
tlum. others received attention, it was th011e which were under 
the care of the village choir. There eat the young men clad in 
homespun and the young women gay in ribbons, occupying 
the whole front of the long gallery, and at the announcement 
of the hymn, the confusion into which th'Y would be thrown, 
might have appeared to a stranger to be almost inextricable. 
The loud voice of the choragttB proelaiming the. page on which 
the tune was to be fonnd in the seleetion !' adapted to Congre
gational Worship by Andrew Law, A.B.," the preparatory 
ecraping of the fiddle with a "heavenly squeak," or the premo
nitory key-note of the flute ae it went 

.. : . ·' . 

' ' .~ ... ~ . .' . 

alway?·~ infinite amllSement to the yOmtg,'cMldren, and 
were :ie~e\t by the old men as nooeeeary e~- tO. be- end11l'ed 
patiently .an'<l Without complaint. Then would succeed a mo
ment of eilenee, 'to· be. broken by the di8eoNiatlt harmony of 
sr-piercing faleetb, ~lehing b&8808, and am, 'by no ineaD8 u 
gentle 88 those which ~at 

But the maic wae inspiriting, if not to the l.i.eten.M"B, yet to the 
performers ; and when the excited fiddler, •ho was also the 
leader, became wholly penetrated with the melodies which hie 
vocal followers were exhaling, regardleee of the injunction of 
the minister to "omit the last stanza in singing," he would, 
with an extra shake of hie bow and a reeo:qant, Young ·America 
" pnt her through," conclude the hymn 88 the poet intended it 
ahould end, winding up with a grand flourish, the intensity of 
which was sure to excite, even in the breasts of the " oldest 
fogies," the most ecstatic fervor. 

For years, every old lady used regularly to bring her foot
stove to meeting, and the warmth of her feet wae ot great ser
vice, no don bt, in inereasing the warmth of her heart. But 
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when a new-faabioned, square-box, iron stove was introduced 
·within those sacred precincts, with a labyrinth of pipe, bending 
and crooking in every direction, the effect was fearful. Two or 
three fainted from the heat it occasioned, and shutters sufficient 
would not have been found to convey the e~tant swooners to 
more airy places, bad not an old de&COD gravely informed the 
congregation, that the stove was destitute of both fire and fuel. 

Just beyond the meeting-house lies the old burying-ground, 
crowded with the silent dwellers of the last hundred years. 
These tenants pay no rent for their lodgings, and shall never 
know any reckoning day but the last. The paradises of the 
dead which are found to-day in the suburbs of almost every 
American city, speak well for the taste and refinement of the 
age ; but beautiful 88 they may be, there is a coldness around 
them of which the. marble piles that adoiD them are fitly em
blematic. More acceptable to a chastened taste, is the village 
graveyard with its truthfulness· and ·simplicity. The humble 
stone, with its simple story simply told, conveys to the contem
plative mind a ·pleasanter impresei.on tlw;l the monument with 
its weary length of undeserved panegyric. There is a quain~ 
ness, too, in the old inscriptions, which is more heart-touching 
.than the fOrmality and stiffness of the epitaphs of a modern 
diction. Sometimes, too, the~ is noticed an original or pho
netic way of spelling ; and again, when poetry is attempted, the 
noble disdain of metre wb,ich is often seen, is sure evidence that 
Pegasus was either lame or was driven without bit or bridle. 

Enter now this old burial-place. At the right of the path, 
but a short distance from the gate, stands an unpretending stone, 
not half 88 attractive by its appearance 88 many of its fellows. 
Some there are, who, like Old MQrtality, take a certain innocent 
pleasure in endeavoring to preserve these milestones to eternity 
from the decay of which they are commemorative. Such may 
be the inclina- the letters of 
tion of the rea- this simple 
der. Stop then slate stone. Put 
for a moment aside the long 
in this conse- grass which is 
crated spot. waving in rank 
Brush oft' the luxuriance at 
mOBB which its foot, and 
has covered now read its pa-
with verdwe '1'h GnYe at William J'naeiL triotic record: 
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"y· 
J.N Mcmozy of WIUJAM FRENCH. 

Son to Mr, Nathaniel French. Who 
Was Shot· at W eftminfter' March ~ 13th, 
177 S. by the hands of Crud Miniflercal tools. 
of Georg ye 3d, in the Corthoufe ,at a 11 a Clock 
at Night in the z:.zd, year of his Age. 

HERE WILLIAM FRENCH: his Body lies. 
For Murder his Blood for Vcngancc cries. 
King Georg the third his Tory crew 
tha with a bawl his head Shot threw. 
For Liberty and his Countrys Good. 
he Loft his Life his Dcarefl blood." 

St&ttiDg with the indignant 1angnage of this epitaph 88 a text, 
it will not be amiss to explain its meaning, and collate some of 
the circumstances connected with the tragedy to which it.refers. 
A correct estimate of the feelings of many of the inhabitants of 
Cumberland county, may be formed from the conduct of the peo
ple of Dummerston in the rescue of Lieut. Spaulding, 88 related 
in the preceding chapter. The fuel which success on that occaaion 
added to the :flame which before was not dimly burning, did not 
fail to increase a desire to attempt other and more important deeds. 

By the "Old French War, and by the depreciation of bills of 
credit consequent thereupon, many, in all the colonies, had 
become reduced in their circumstances. The sufferers were 
mostly those who had been officers or soldiel'B in the colonial 
service, and who now returning from their toils and struggles, 
found themselves weakened by suffering, their families starving 
around them, parliamentary acts of unusllal severity enforced 
in the cities, oreditol'B clamoring for their does, and their own 
hands Dlled with paper-money worthless as rags, to pay them 
with. " In Boston," remarks an historian of those til1le&, " the 
presence of the royal forces kept the people from &Qts of vio
lence, but in the country they Wel'e under no such restraint. 
The courts of justice expired one after another, or were unable 
to proceed· on business. The Inhabitants were exasperated 
agaiDst the Soldiel'B, and they against the Inhabitants; the 
bmer looked on the latter ae the instrnnuints of tyranny, and 
the latter on -the former as seditious rioters."* In Oumberland 

• JIB. m.tory of the American Revolution, among the pr.perw of Governor 
'IIJ'IDMm .Liviagll*oD, of Ney Janey, chap. iv. p. '76, iAN. Y. Hiat. 8oc. LJ'b. 
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county, the higher civil officers had received their appointments 
directly from the Legislature of New York, and stfll remained, 
as they had ever been, loyal to the King. For these reasons, 
and because the Colonial Assembly had refused to adopt the 
"non-importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation" ~ 
ciation, there were many in the county who mingled with their 
enmity to Great Britain a dislike to the jurisdiction of New 
York and to the officers of her choice. The unfriendliness of 
these feelings was in no wise diminished by the ·disputes in 
regard to land titles, which since the year 1764 had at times 
disturbed the equanimity of the people. 

As may have been already inferred from the reforms which 
had been proposed, the maladministration of the courts of 
justice in the county had become almost insnft'erable. So un
happy waa the feeling between the people on the One hand, and 
the judges, sheri1f, and other officel'B of· the court, and their 
adherents, on the other, that the former were generally stigma
tized as " the Mob," while the latier assumed the title of "the 
Court Party." But the time had now come when the Whigs, as 
the mob preferred to be called, mt1Bt'88Bert their rights as free
men, or submit· to the oppressive sway of the Tories, as they 
chose to call their opponents. Already had the Tories begun 
to plan in· secret measures by which " to bring the lower sort 
cJf· the people into a state of bondage and elavery." " They 
saw," says a nan-ator of the events of this period, "that there 
was no cash stirring, and they took that opportunity to collect 
debts, knowing that men had no other way to pay them than 
by having their estates taken by execution and· eold at vendue." 
By an abU8e of· law whose object was to aft"ol'djustprotection, 
they were endeavoring to obtain an unlicensed sway in the 
management of the aft"ail'B of the county. Vexatious sui1B 
ensued,· and many were imprisoned, contrary to the·la'WB of the 
province and the statutes of the crown. 
· Of the acta and resolves of Oongrees the office-holdeN in the 

county would on some occasions express approbatiori,· and ad
vise obedience to them until the General Assembly should 
otherwise order. Anon, they would declare that it was well 
enough for " the Bay Province" to pursue such measures, but 
"childish" for the people of Cumberland county" to pay any 
regard to them." A few going a step further, would l88el't 
that the King "had a just right to make the J"evenue acts, for 
he had a supreme power ;" and would denounce those who said 
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di1ferently, as " guilty of high treason." The " good people" 
were of opinion that men who held such sentiments "were not 
nitable to rule over them." 
' AB has been previously said, the General Assembly of the 
province had rejected the .Aseociation of the Continental Con
gress. On the other hand, the inhabitants of the eonnty had, 
in open convention, adopted it. By its fourteenth article, they 
had resolved to have " no trade, eommerce, deali.Dga,-or inter
couree whatsoever, with any colony or province in North Ame
riea" which should not accept of, or which shoUld in the.futnre 
'Violate the 81!80eiation, and had promised to hold such as should 
aet thus, " 8E unworthy of the rights of freemen, and as inimical 
to the liberties of their conn try." For these re&80D8 they judged it 
"dangerous to trust their lives and fortunes in the banda of such 
enemies to American liberty," or to allow men who would betray 
them to rule in their courts of justice. Thus was their deter
mination taken. In duty to God, to the~I188Wea, and to their pos
terity, they resolved "to resist and to oppose all authority. that 
would not accede to the resolves of the Continental Oongreaa.''* 
·:.'·Such was the state of feeling in Cumberland county immedi· 
ately previous to the commencement of the Revolution. De
.termioed to evince by action the principles which they had 
epeuly avowed, the Whigs resolved that the administration of 
juatiee should no longer remain in the hands of the Tories, and 
the 14:th of March, 1775, the day on which the connty court 
..Y88 to conveoe at Westminster, was fixed upon as the time for 
~ into execution their plans. .A.nxiona to free them
eelves from the charges of haste 81lcLhahnw, and to proceed 
1i& peaceably 11 poeaible, they deemed it prudent to request the 
judges to stay at home. For this purpose, on the lOth of 
-Karch, " about forty good, true men" from Rockingham, visit
ed Col Thomas Chandler, the ohief ju~ .at hi:B residence 

in Cheater. To their ~ 
.. aatlllll&ioa he. re-
plied that '~ he be-
Ueved it would be for .. . ~~~ 
,fhegoodoftheoounty -v ~ 
'BOt to have any court, 
aa thing& were," but added, that there was one case of murder 
to be tried, which aho.nld be the only buainesa transacted, it 
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such was the wish of the people. One of the company then 
remarked that the sherift' would oppose the people with an 
armed force, and that there would be bloodshed. The colonel 
declared, "he would give his word and honor," that no anns 
should be brought against the people, and said that he should 
be at Westminster on the day previous to the opening o.f the 
court. His visitors informed him that they would wait on him 
at that time, "if it was his will." He assured them that their 
presence would be- " very agreeable," returned them "hearty 
thanks" for their civility, and parted with them in a friendly 
Dl&nner. Noah Sabin, one of the associate judges, firm in the 
performance of what he deemed his duty, was very desirous 
that the court should sit as usual. Many of the petty officers 
of the court were -of the same opinion. Samuel Wells, the 
other associate, was, as representative, in attendance on the 
General Assembly at New York. Among the leaders of the 
Whigs there was much debate as to the course they should 
pursue in carrying their plans into execution. Depending on 
the statements of Judge Chandler, they at first decided to let 
the court assemble, and then to lay before it their reasons for 
not wishing it to sit. But having heard that the Tories were 
resolved to take possession of the court-house with armed guards, 
they changed their plans, and determined to precede them in 
occupation, in order that they might make known their griev
ances before the session should be regularly opened. 

The intentions of the Whigs soon became known, especially in 
the southern towns of the county. On Sunday, March 12th, the 
day previotis to the nig1lt of the " massacre," William Paterson, 
the High Sherift', in conformity with the views of Judge Sabin 

and others, went to Brat
~ /'?'n /h ... -r:::-· tleborongh, and desired 
- W { ;(} ~ ,#//di/7!; the people to accompany 

him on the following day 
to Westminster, that he might have their assistance in preserv
ing the peace, and in suppressing any tumult that might arise. 
To hia proposal a number assented, and on the 13th, about 
twenty-five of the inhabitants unarmed, except with clubs, 
attended him to Westminster. On the road they were joined 
by such as were friendly to them, and the destructive power or 
the company was increased by the addition of fourteen muskets. 
On the afternoon of the same day, a party of Whigs from 
Rockingham arrived at Westminster. On their way down to 
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the Court-house they halted at the house of Capt. A.zariah 
Wright. But the log dwelling in which the captain resided 
was too small to accommodate them. They therefore repaired 
to the log school-house, which was situated on the opposite side 
of the " street," and there entered into a consultation as to the 
best manner in which they could prevent the court from sitting. 
Having finished their conference, they armed themselves with 
sticks, obtained from Capt. Wright's wood-pile, and continued 
!heir march. On •eir way they were joined by a number of 
the inhabitants of Westminster, armed like themselves with 
cndgels, and having gained the point of destination, the whole 
party numbering nearly a hundred entered the Court-house 
between the honrs of four and five, with a determination to 
stay there until the next morning, that they might present 
their grievances to the judges at an early hour, and endeavor 
to dissuade them from holding the court. Soon after this, and 
a little before sunset, .Sheriff Paterson marched up to the Court
house at the head of a body of sixty or seventy men, some of 
whom carried "guns, swords, or. pistols," and others clubs ·or 
mcb. . 

When the sherifl' had approached within about five yards of 
the door, he commanded the "rioters" to disperse. To this 
order the Whigs made no reply. Finding that he should not 
be able to gain admittance to the building by ordinary means, 
88 the Whigs bad placed a strong guard at all the entFances, he 
caused the " King's proclamation" to be read, and ordered the 
"mob" to depart within fifteen minutes, threatening, in case of 
refusal, to "blow a lane" through them, wide enough to afford 
an easy exit for all whom the bullets might spare. The Whigs, 
in reply, made known their firm deteroi.ination to remain where 
they were, but at the same time. informed the sherift' that he 
and his men might enter without their anns, but on no other 
condition. At this juncture, one of the Whigs advancing a 
little from the doorway, turned to the sheriff's party and asked 
them " if they were come for war i " adding, that he and his 
friends had " come for. peace," and should be glad to hold a 
parley with them. Upon this, Samuel Gale, the Clerk of the 
Court, drew a pistol, and holding it up, exclaimed, " damn the 
parley with such damned rascals as you are. I will hold no 
parley with such damned rascals but by this," referring to the 
pistoL Both parties being by this time much exasperated, a 
wordy rencounter ensued, in which the clerk and the sheriff 
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found their equal in the tongue of Charles Davenport, a skilfdl 
carpenter from the patriotic little village Of Dummerston ; for 
when the· Tories informed the "rioters'' that they " sh~uld be 
in hell be/()1'6 f'flbming," the ready carpenter replied, that if the 
sherift' should offer to take poBBession of the. Court-house, the 
Whigs " would send him and all his men" to the 81U1le place 
"injiftun mWwla." The Tories now drew oft' a short dis
tance, and seemed to be engaged in consultation. Regarding 
this as a fa\Torable sign, the Whigs depuAed three of their 
men to treat with them. But they soon returned, wiser only 
in being 888W'ed that they were " damned rascals." 

About seven o'clock in the evening, Judge Chandler eame 
into the Court-house, · and . was immediately asked whether he 
and his &BIIOCiate, Sabin, would consult with a committee of the 
Whigs 88' to; the expediency of convening the comt on the 
morrow. To this inquiry Chandler replied, that the judges 
coold not enter into &· discussion as to '' whether his Majesty's 
businees should be done or not, but that if they thought them
selves aggrieved, and would apply to them in a proper way, 
they would give them redress if it was in their power." A 
conversation then ensued between Chandler and Azariah Wright 
of Westminster, who for several years had been the captain of 
the militia of that town, and was now the leader of the Whigs. 
To the statement that arms had been brought to the Court-house 
by the Tories, when he had given his word that such an act 
should not be tolerated, Chandler answered, by acknowledging 
the truth of what was B&id, but declared that this proceeding 
had been without biB consent. To prevent an outbreak; · he 
gave his pledge that the Tories should be deprived of their 
weapons, that the Whigs should "enjoy the house" without 
molestation until rooming, and that the court would then 
assemble and hear what those who were aggrieved might wish 
to offer. Having made theee promises, he departed. The 
Whigs thereupon left the · hoo.se,· and chose a committee who 
drew up a schedule of the subjects in regard to which they 
should demand redress from the court. The repo:n was then 
:read ro the company, and wu adopted without any diesent. 
After this Capt. Wright and his IU!BOOiates went, some to their 
homes, some to the neighboring ho118e8, leaving, however, a 
guard in the Court-house to give notice in case an attack 
should be made in the night. The sheriff, that he might 
increase his own forces as much as possible, sent word to all 
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the Tories in the neighborhood to join him without delay, aud 
that he might lessen the power of his opponents, arrested such 
of the Whigs as he could take without endangering himself. 

Meantime the majority of the sheriff's posse having as
semb~ at Norton's tavern*-the Royal inn of the village
were holding a con
sultation as tO the 
course they should pur
sue, aud over their 
punch-bowls, filled in 
honor of George m, 
were deciding the fate 
of the" rebels." Loud
ly they talked of the 
spirit of anarchy which, 
originating in the dia
tnrbaneet~ of'the stamp
ed paper act of 1765, 
was now culminating in general dissatisfaction. Heated by 
their angry disenssions, aud inflamed by their deep potations, 
they were more than ~y to perform the deeds of which the 
following honrs were witness. Nor was their leader dissatiafi.ed 
to find men so willing to second his mnrderou.a intentions. 

Ceasing from their revelry, they, at the command of the 
sheriff, lett the tavern in small parties, and proceeded stealthily 
up the hill on whose brow stood the Cc,>nrt-houae. U nol>eerved 
as they supposed in their approach, they reached the building, 
aud at the hour before midnight presented themselves at ita 
doors, anned, aud prepared for action. But the wauing moon, 
tipping their bayonetM with h~ light . at they marched, had 

• Tbia tanm, which ia ltilllltandiug, ,.. probably built u euly · u the year 
1'1'l0, ad - kept for ID&IlJ y- by ita owner, ~ohn Norion, who for that 
period wu a IDUI of wealth and inlueoee. He belo.-cl to an Irish-Scotch 
family, who in Ireland were aocaatomed to write the name MacNaughton. When 
~ohn removed to W eetmintter, he omitted the prefix, and changed the orthogra
phy of the IUl'llame. After thia altel'&tion, nothing wonld more offend him than 
to be allcJre.ecl by hil former IWile. He Meretly favored the - of Gred 
Britain dariag the Revolution, and wM pnerally reprded u a Tory. Being in 
eoovenation with Ethan Allen concerning Univenaliam at the time of the intro
duetiou of that doctrine into Vermont, Norton remarked couoerning it, "that 
religion willlllit you, will it not, General Allen t" "No, no," replied Allen, in 
u m.t ~ptaoa. tone, "for tlaere milA be a hell in tile other 1fCII'ld tbr tile 
pnnieb-t of Tori-.. 

Digitized by Coogle 



299 HISTOBY OJ' EA.8TEBN VBBIIOln'. [1776. 

warned the sentry of their coming, and they now found guards 
stationed at the doors, ready to dispute with them the passages 
which they had hoped to find undefended. Advancingtowards 
the door, the sheriff demanded entrance in his Majesty's name. 
His words were without effect. He then informed the "rioten'• 
that he should enter, quietly if he could, or .if necessary, by 
force, and commanding the posse to follow him, proceeded to 
do as he had said he would. Having gained the uppermost of 
the three steps, which from the outside afforded approach to 
the main door, he was pushed back by the guards stationed to 
defend it. Recovering, he renewed the attempt, but with no 
better sueoeea than before. To the second repulse were added 
blows from, the clubs of the "rioten," which, though compara
tively harmless, served to exasperate him on whom they fell. 
The sheriff now ordered his men to fire, and three guns were 
discharged, yet with so high an aim that the balls passed above 
the heads of thOse in the house, and lodged in the upper parts 
of the rooms. At the second fire the aim was lower, and the 
sentries were driven from their poet& The assailants having in 
this manner efFected an entrance, pushed forward with "guns, 
swords, and clubs," and in the quaint words of an eye-witness, 
"did most cruelly mammoc" such as opposed them. Crowded 
in the narrow passages of the lower story of the building, on 
the stairs, and among the benches of the court-room, the hostile 
parties amid total darkness sustained for a time a hand-to-hand 
con1lict. But the strife was of short duration. The shouts of 
the sheriff and hie men soon announced that their deadly 
weapons and superior numben had given them the victory. 

Some of the Whigs escaped by a side passage, ten were 
wounded, two of them mortally, and seven were made prieonel'8. 
Of thQ sheriff's posse, two received slight 1lesh wounds. In 
the south-west corner of the Court-houee, on the lower 1loor, 
was a bar-room, arranged most conveniently for those among 
the "judgstJ, jury-men, and pleaders," who were inclined to be 
bibacious. The Tories, who immediately before the assault had 
aroused their courage by copious draughts, not only at the 
Royal tavern but at this place also, now renewed their drink
ing-bout, being served by the jailor, Pollard Whipple, who 
also acted in the capacity of bar-tender, and a brawling frolic 
was kept up until morning. Meanwhile the wounded and 
suffering prisoners, crowded in two narrow, dungeon-like· rooms, 
destitute of the necessities which their situation demanded, 
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and deprived of light and heat, were compelled during the long 
and dark watches of the· night, to bear the insane taunta of 
the victors, and listen to their vile abuse. 

On the morning of the 14th, all was tumult and confusion. 
The judges, however, opened the court at the appointed hour, 
but instead of proceeding with business, spent the little time 
they were together in preparing " a true state of the Facta 
Exactly as they happened," in the " very melancholy and· 1lJl'o 

happy affair'' of the evening previous. This account, which 
was in the main fair and impartial, was. dated "in open c~mrt," 
and was signed by Thomas Chandler and Noah Sabjn, judges; 
Stephen Greenleaf and Benjamin Butterfield, 88Bistant justices; 
Bildad .A.ndroes, justice of the peace ; and Samuel Gale, clerk 
of the court. It closed with this appeal :-" We humbly sub
mit to every Reasonable Inhabitant, whether his Majesty's 
courts of justice, the Grand and only security For the life, 
liberty, and property of the publick, should Be trampled on and 
Destroyed, whereby said Persons and properties of individnals 
must at all times be exposed to the Rage of a Riotous and 
Tumultuous 88Sembly, or whether it Does not Behove Every of 
his Majesty's Liege subjects In the said county, to 88Bemble 
themselves forthwith for the Protection of the Laws, and 
maintenance of Justice." Public feeling being much excited, 
the judges did not deem it prudent to call the docket, and 
adjourned the coUrt until three o'clock in the afternoon. This 
adjournment was on the same day continued until the J nne 
term. But the court had seen ita last meeting. The second 
Tuesday in June came, the judges have never held the session 
appointed for ~t occasion. 

Meanwhile, the Whigs who had been driven from the Court
house by the sherift''s party had not been idle. Messenger& 
were despatched in every direction to carry the news and pro
cure assistance. Dr. Jones, zealous in the cause of liberty, 
rode hatless to Dummerston, and others performed longer 
journeys with as little preparation. As in olden times, when 
the OlOIJI of Fire--the emblem of impending war-was home 
from village to village, so now, at the approach of the courier-

• In &1'11111 the hute and hamleta rile; 
From windins gleD, from upland bl'OYII. 
They pomoed each hardy tenan~ do1n1o 

• • • • • • 
'l'he &hennan f'onook the .trand, 
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With ohaDged eh-, the mower blithe 
Left In the balf.out awathe hia IC)'the ; 
The herds withoat ak~ *-Jed, 
The pJnp -In mid·lvloY .. ,..a; 
I'NaaP' • the aipa1 of ...... 
Baeh - of freedom ralhed to ..-.. 

[1775. 

By noon, more than four hundred. pel'BOna had 188embled in 
Westminster,«' whom about one-half were from New Ramp· 
shire. One eompany from Walpole wu commanded by 
Oapt., afterwards Oot Benjamin Bellows, of revolutionary 
distinction. Capt. Stephen Sargeant brought his company 
from Rockingham. Guilford fnmished an organized band, and 
the Westminster militia were in full force under their old 
leader, Azariah Wright. Such a body BB this, the adherents 
of the court were not prepared to encounter. 'Ihoae of the 
Whigs who had been imprisoned the night previous, were 10011 

liberated, and before evening the judges with their 888istanta, 
and such of their retainen as could be taken, were placed in 
arrest. The court-room in which they were cowed, and 
which had been the scene of a part of the struggle, presented a 
spectacle which tx>ld but too plainly of the rage which had 
characterised the actions of the combatant& The benches 
were broken, and the braeee, timben, and studs of the un
finished room, were cut and battered by the bullets which had 
been fired by the Tories, afts they had obtained ,entrance into 
the building. Blood wu to be seen in the pusagee, and the 
staira were atained with sti1fened gore. Viaiton curious to aee 
how judges and justioee appeared in prison, were admitted, four 
or five at a time. · As night set in, the darkneea aeemed to render 
the Whigs fori001. Many who had come from Dummenton 
and Putney "were instant with loud voices," requiring that the 
judges should be brought out before them, and compelled to 
" make acknowledgements to their satisfaction ;" that the Courfl. 
house should be pulled down or burned, and that all who had 
been engaged in " perpetrating the horrid ID8118ael'e" should be 
put in irons. They even went so far in their exasperation, as to 
vow they would fire upon every person they should find in the 
Court-house, who had participated in the ecenes of the pre
ceding night. Theee inhuman suggestiens, although seconded 
by the leader of the Guilford militia, and winked at by Dr. 
Jonee, met with a strong opposition from Capt. Bellows. 
Firm in the cause of the people, he did not forget what was 
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due to justice. Inflexible in his purpose, he appeared a& the 
guardian or rights, and while he desired the punishment of the 
prisoners in a legal manner, he took especial care that they 
should suffer no violence at the hands of infuriated men. 

The morning of the 15th brought with it a renewal of the 
scenes and feelings of the day before. In one part of the town, 
Leonard Spaulding, the Dummerston fanner, who a few months 
previous had been committed " to the Common goal for high 
treason against the British tyrant, George the Third," wa& bnsily 
engaged in examining all persons who he suspected had come 
tD reinforce the sheriff's party. In another quarter, the beating 
of a drum heralded the approach of Solomon Harvey, " Practi
tioner of Physic," at the head oi a body of three hundred men. 
In the centre walked four of the sheriff's posse, who had been 
intercepted on their way home. The whole party halted in 
front of the Court-house. An investigation wa& had, which 
ended more favorably than the poor prisoners bad expected. 
The stem. old doctor .disarmed them, and dismissed them with a 
pass signed with his own name, to which was prefixed the title 
of Colonel. 

Loud and deep were the curses which the yeomen, as they 
gathered from bill and valley, poured forth, when they had 
been correctly informed of what had occurred. Some were 
anxious to riddle the Court-house with ball, ethers begged that 
the sheriff might be placed in their power, so that they might 
punish him as it should pleas-e them. One man, with a de
maniacal grin, declared that "his flesh crawled to be toma
hawking'' the prisoners, and frequent was the wish that mur
derers might be treated as such. To the presence of Capt. 
Bellows the officers of the court owed the security which they 
enjoyed, amid this maelstrom of human passion. A legal 
inquest having been held on the body of Wjlliam Freneh, and 
the guilt of his death having been •charged upon the sheriff 
and some of his party, be and those who were already im
prisoned with him were put in close confinement. On the 
evening of the same day, Robert Cockran, who had rendered 
himself conspicuous in being engaged with Ethan Allen in 
persecuting his Bennington neighbors who had settled llnder 
charters from New York, r~ached Westminster, having left his 
ft!Sidence on the other side of the mountains, as soon as he had 
received information of the movements of the hostile parties. 
Armed with sword and pistols, he entered the vill~ge at the 
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head of forty or more of the Green Mountain Boys. A year 
before, Go\·ernor Tryon had offered a reward of fifty pounds 
tor his arrest. As he advanced, he tauntingly asked of those 
who he supposed were favorers of the conrt party, why they 
did not take him, and obtain the compensation. In loud tones 
he declared his intentions of seizing certain men who had aided 
the sheriff, provided " they continued upon earth," and in an 
incorrect citation from Scripture, expressed a determination of 
ascertaining "who was for the Lord, and who was t'or Balaam." 

Mrs. Gale having obtained an opportunity of speaking with 
her husband, was requested by him to inform her mother of 
his imprisonment, and transmit the same information to her 
father, Col. Wells, and to Crean Brush, who, as representa
tives, were then in attendance on the General Assembly in the 
city of New York. This message having been delivered to 
Mrs. Wells at Brattleborough, she immediately made arrang&
ments with Oliver Church of that town, and Joseph Hancock, 
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, to act as couriers, and a little 
after midnight they started on their journey.* 

By the morning of Thursday, the 16th," five hundred good 
martial soldiers, well equipped for war," had assembled in 
W estrillnster, besides others who had come as private citizens. 
After consultation, it was decided that some permanent die
position ought to be made of the prisoners then in jail. In order 
to satisfy the people who had collected, a large committee was 
chosen to represent them, which committee was composed both of 
residents and non-residents of the county. The accused were 
then examined, and a decree was passed that those who had 
been the leaders in the " massacre" should be confined in the 
jail at Northampton, Massachusetts, until" they could have a 
fair trial." Those who were less guilty, were required to give 
bonds with security to John Hazeltine, to appear at the next 
court of Oyer and Terminer to be holden in the county, and on 
these conditions were released. Meantime the town became so 
much crowded with visitors, that there were not houses or 
barns sufficient to shelter them, and food enough to support 
them was with difficulty obtained. It was not until the follow-

• They arrived at New York on the following Monday, baTing been one haa
dred and ten boun in travelling a diatanee wbieb ie now aeeompliebed in Ul 

eleventh part of that time. John Griffin, Arad Hunt, and Malachi Church, were 
aftenrarda MDt ezpreea to the aame place with confirmatory information. 
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ing Sunday that preparations could be completed for convey
ing the prisoners down the river. In this interval they were 
visited by hundreds of those whom they had formerly oppressed, 
and who, now that their persecutors were bound, were ready to 
retnm upon them the bitterness which they had so lavishly 
expended when in power. 

Regarding the Whigs or Liberty-men who were killed and 
wounded in the affray, the following facts have been collected. 
William French,* son of Nathaniel French, resided in Brattle
borough, but so near the southern line of Dummerston, that he 
was sometimes claimed as an inhabitant of that town. t In the 

• Many of the !aetl in this biographical notice were obtained from the H~nor
able 'Theophilua Crawford, of Putney, who wu born at Union, Connecticut, 
April 25th, 1764. In the year 1'769, hie father, Jamee Crawford, moved with his 
family to Weetminater. At that time no large boat. ran above Hadley Falls, and 
the journey thence up the river, wu performed in a log boat or canoe. On the 
evening of .May 26th, the adventnrers made Fort Dummer, in the midst o.f a 
heavy rain-storm. This old defence wu then inhabited by the French family. 
M 1100n u the arrival of the strangers had been made known, William French 
hurried down to the boat, took the little Theophilua in hie anna, and carried him 
to the fort. Here the young traveller epent the first night of hie Vermont life. 
On reaching W eetmineter, Jamee Crawford took up his abode in a log building 
which formerly etood on the eite of the reeidence of John May, Eeq., lately 
d~ At the time of the" muaacre," he lived in the weet part of the town. 
He wu preeent at the burial of French, having previouely aeei.sted in laying out 
the corpee. On the morning after the affray, Luke Knowlton of New Fane, who 
was then a favorer of the court faction, set out with eleven othere on hie return 
home. Paeeing along a croee-road leading from W eetmiuater to New Fane, the party 
Blapped at the house of Jamee Crawford, and aaked for eomething to drink. Mre. 
Crawford, whoee sentiment. were the eame 111 her husband's, replied, "we have 
no drink for murderere," and refused compliance with the requeet. Knowlton, who 
wu a polite man, bowed 111 this anawer wu given, and went hie way, as did his 
companions theirs, thireting. Theophilue Crawford wu a member of the Council 
from 1816-1819; held the office of eherift' of Windham county in the year 1819; 
received the appointment of delegate to the State Conetitutional Convention in 
1822; and represented the town of Putney in the Aaembly at the eeeeion of 
1823. His death occurred in January, 1866. 

t When, in the year 1'784, Theophilua Crawford was on hie way to Gnilford to 
ueist in quelling the dieturbances which had arisen from the ineubordination of 
the" Yorkere," he etopped at the French house, then" the most north-eastern 
dwelling in Brattleborough." Mre. French, who wu etillliving, and in whoee 
mind the remembrance of the 101111 of her eon was .till freeh, entreated him not to 
upoee himself to the rage of the enemy, and warned him to ahun the dangere 
which threatened him from the infuriated " Gnilfordites." Her feare, though 
more imaginary in this inetance than real, afFord a proof of the terror with which 
abe muet. at all timM have regarded the ecenee of that :March night--a night 10 

fatal to her higheet and beet expectations. The lite of the French house forms a 
portion of the farm which i.e now familiarly known u" the Old Wellington Place," 
and ie on the right hand aide of what was, a few yean ago, the etage road. 
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census of 1771, his father's name appeal'B in the li8ts of both 
towns. The p00ple of Brattleborough who lived in his imm&
diate neighborhood, were mainly favorel'8 of the comt party, 
and "some of them were in the sherifF'~ band, that oBicer being 
himself an inhabitant of· that town." As for young French, 
his principles were those which he had received from ·his 
father.* Finding sympathy in the opinions of the liberty
loving people of DummerBton, he generally acred With them 
on questions relating to the public weal. He held no official 
station, but appears to have been much ~med for his bravery 
and patriotism, " and the treatment he afterwards received 
from his opponents, sufficiently attests how much they feared 
his in1luence." At the time of his death he WBB not twenty
two yeal'8 of age. In person, he was of a medium size and 
-stature, and in the words of one who knew him, was esteemed 
as "a clever, steady, honest, working farmer." He had come 
to Westminster with a number of others, his companions, in 
'Order to obtain and secure what he had before supposed he had 
.a 1ight to demand, namely, the privilege of being governed by 
sound laws and sound principles, and of restraining the advance 
of oppression. Being, undoubtedly, more ardent than othe1'8 in 
'expressing and enforcing his sentiments, he 'Was among the first 
to attract attention, and in the issue was most mercilessly 
butchered. He was shot with five bullets in aa many different 
'places. One of the balls lodged in the calf of the leg, and another 
in the thigh. A third striking him in the mouth, broke out several 
·of his teeth. He received the fourth in his forehead, and that 
which caused his death, entered the brain just behind the ear. 
In this horrible condition, still alive, he was dragged h"ke a dog 
to the jail-room, and thrust in among the well and wounded. 
So closely was the prison crowded, that those who would have 
~gladly bound up his wounds and 11poken peace and consolation 
to the soul that still lingered in that bleeding and mangled 
body, were unable to act their wishes. Through the prison 
doors, his enemies vented their curses upon him, telling him 
that they wished " there were forty more" in his condition, and 
shouting :to his companions "that they should all be in hell 
before the next night." When execration failed, they mocked 
,him as he . gBBped for the failing breath, and made " sport for 

• At tbe Weetmiuater ConTention, held February 'lth, 1'176, Nathaniel Freneh 
wu ohoeen to repreeent BraWeborough in the Standing Committee of Cor
HipODdenoe. 
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themselves at his dying motions." Betw~n the hours of three 
and four on the next morning, Dr. William Hill, of W estmin
ster, was allowed to visit him ; but assistance had come too late. 
Death had released the martyr from his sufferings.* On the 
day after the affray the name of French was on every lip, and 
hundreds visited his corpse, anxious to 

" --dip their napkiDI in hia uored blood ; 
Y-. bel a hair of him SGr mi!QIIJJ'J, 

• c.lrin Webb, of Rockingham, whoee retentive memory supplied several facta 
which have been, and others whieh will be recorded, and who wu nearly eight. 
- years old when the eventa above narrated ooourred, hu eaid: "At the time 
ol the Co~houe affray,llived in W eltmiuter, bu~ wu not p-t at the Men e. 
Beard of it the lleZt clay from a lUlU man, familiarly known ae Hueeiaa Walker, 
a rraiglltJ tlu-d-r, who wae in the engagement. Soon after thie I started off 
in company with aeveral other youngsters, whoee namee I have forgotten. Many 
people were going in the eame direetion. It wu about the middle of the day 
when I reached the Oourt.-houee, and 100n after my arrival, I uw the ~ of 
Fleaeh, who had been lhot the night before. A eentry wu ltationed to guard 
the corpee. M it lay on the jail-room ftoor. The clothee were etill upon it, u in 
life. The wounde eeemed to be mostly about the head; the mouth Willi bloody, 
ud the lipa were IIWOllen and blubbered." 

Joshua Webb, the father of Calvin, waa for eeveral yean a merahant or trader, 
-'1Jaioa, Oouneoticut, but failing in baain- remov11d to .Aihford, an adjoining 
town, where he continued a few yeare, being engaged in paying hia debts and 
eettling hie affaire. In Oetober, 1766, he came toW eetmineter, and waa employed 
by the town to teaeh sehool the mceeeding winter. The houee which he oeeupied 
wu " a large, open building," and the echool wu probably the fi.rlt kept in W eet
miut.er. 1D. the spring of 1768, having aent for hia wife IUld children, young 
Calrin among the number, he with them took up hie abode in Hookingham, 
'tl'here be resided a year. Dieplea.eed with the loeality he went back to West
miul!ter, and hired of Col Benjamin Bellows a tract of land in the north part 
of the town, which bad be8ll preno111ly improved by one Farwell, and ia now 
lr:Down M "the Chureh farm." There he lived ten yeare. At the u:piration 
at thie period, he bought a farm and built him a houee at Rockingham, where he 
U.ed until his death, which ooourred in 1808. lie wu very active in the form .. 
tion of the new state of Vermont, and wu a member of the Doreet Connntio111 
of September 26th, 1'1'l8, and January 16th, 1'177. On the ~ o( th- ooe .. 
liou, the dWriet of Vermont was deolarecl free and independent. He afterwarda 
repreeented the people of Rockingham in the state .Aeaembly, during the years 
1778 and 1788, and wu the first clerk of that town. 

His eon o.IYin Willi born at Union, July 31st, 1767, and having removed with 
U. father to the "liew Hampahire Granta," became a oitben of Rockingham at 
the time of hia fathfl"t removal to that town. Here, be p8lll8d the remainder of 
hit life, rellp8Cted b:J all who knew him. Hie death ooourred in the year 1864. 
'The ueist.Dee obtained frQm him and acknowledged in thia note, wu oommuni
eated in the winter ofl862. Although the narrator waa then in hia ninety-fifth 
JOII, yet hie mental faeultillll appeared unimpaired, and the vividn- with which 
he 'tl'ould deecn"be the ecenes of hie youth, bore evidence to the atrengt.h of the 
imp~old which the mind l'eil8ives in itl early frelhn-. 
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And, dying, mention it within their wi1l.e. 
Bequeathing it, u a rich legacy," 
~ nto their ileue." 

(1775. 

Although the courta had been stopped, yet the spirit of law 
had not fled from the county. A coroner's jury was assembled 
to inquire into the cause of the death of French, and the pro
ceedings on that occasion were conducted in the most solemn 
and deliberate manner. The original report of the investiga
tion is still preserved, and is in these words :-

"New York 
Cumberland County. An Inquision* In-

dented & Taken at Westminster the fifteenth Day of March 
one Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy five before me 
Tim0 Olcott Gent one of the Corroners of the County afore 
Said upon the V eiw of the Body of William French then and 
there Lying Dead upon the oaths of Tho• Amsden John A vorll 
Joseph Pierce Nathae1 Robertson Edward Hoton Michal Law 
George Earll Daniel J ewet Zachriah Gilson Ezra Robenson 
Nathaniel Davis Nathaniel DoubleDee John Wise Silas 
Burk Elihue Newel Alex• Pammerly Joseph Fuller Good and 
Lawful! men of the County afore Said who being Sworn to En
quire on the part of our Said Lord the King when where how 
and after what manner the Said Wm French Came to his
Death Do Say upon their oaths that on the thirteenth Day of 
March Instant William Paterson Esqr Mark Langdon Cristo
pher Orsgood Benjamin Gorton Samuel Night and others un
known to them assisting with force and arms made an assalt 
on the Body of the Said Wm French and Shot him Through 
the Head with a Bullet of which wound he Died and Not 
Otherways in witness where of the Coroner as well as the 
J nryors have to this Inquision put their hands and Seals att the 
place afore Said." 

On the same day, he was buried with military honors, his 
funeral being attended by all the militia of the surrounding 
country, who paid their final adieu to the ennobled dead in the 
salute which they fired above his grave. The smoke rolled off 
from the freshly turned earth, and, as the thunder of the mus
ketry echoed over the beautiful plains of Westminster and 
reverberating among the distant hills, finally died away into 
silence ; those determined men who bad gathered at the sepul-

• Inquisition wu intended, aame 11 inqueet. 
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ture of the first victim to American Liberty and the principles of 
freedom, vowed to avenge the wrongs of their oppressed country, 
and kindled in imagination the torch of war, which so soon 
after blazed like a beacon-light at Lexington and Bunker 
HilL 

Daniel Roughton, who was mortally wounded dnring the 
"massacre," came originally from Petersham, Maaaachnaetts, 
and previona to his death was a resident of Dummerston. The 
idea was general, for a time, that he would recover from his 
injuries, and it is for this reason that his name is not oftener 
found in connection with that of French. But in the records of 
Dummerston, the " murthering of William French and Daniel 
Houghton" is spoken of as an art~e of history, which was 
then received without doubt or disagreement, and in the account 
of a meeting held in that town on the 6th of April, less than a 
month after the event, is a memorandum of a committee who 
were appointed to " go to Westminster there to meet other 
committees, to consult on the best methods for dealing with the 
inhuman and unprovoked murtherers of William French and 
Daniel Houghton." Houghton, who was wounded in the body, 
survived only nine days;* He was buried in the old grave
yard at W estminater, not far from the last resting-place of 
French. For many years there was a stone, shapeless and 
nnhewn, which marked the spot where he lay ; but even this 
slight memorial has at length disappeared from its place, and 
no one can now mark with accuracy the locality of his grave. 

Jonathan Knight, of Dummerston, received a charge in the 
right shoulder, and for more than thirty years carried one of the 
buck-shot in his body. One White, of Rockingham, was severely 
wounded in the knee by a ball, and was in consequence for a long 
time incapacitated for labor. t Philip Safford, a lieutenant of 
the Rockingham militia, was in the Court-house at the time the 
attack was made. Most of the Whigs who were in his situa
tion fled by a side entrance after a short conflict with their 

• Houghton died at W eetmiDater in a houee situated a little northwest of the 
Coart-ho11141, and hut a abort distance from it. It waa then oeeupied by Eleazer 
&rlcnr. Kollt of those who were wounded were taken to the houee of Azariah 
Wright, ud were treated with the mOlt careful collllideration by the patriotio 
faJ*in. . 
t After remaining three monthl at Capt. Wright'• ho~~~~e, he waa taken to the 

ri'• 00 a litter, and waa conveyed by water to some place where he eoald 
obelia the aenicea of a more ekilful phyaioian than waa to be had at W eafmin. ... 
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opponent& But he, determined to depart by a more honorable 
passage, sallied out at the main door, bludgeon in h&lld, booked 
down eight or ten who endeavored to arrest him, and reeeived 
in return several severe cuts on the head from a sabre, wielded 
by Sheriff Patterson. 

From a deposition made before the Council of New York, 
by Oliver Church and Joseph Hancock, the messenger& who 
bore the news of the "Ill8alacre" sopthward, it woulcl 
appear that, after the fit"St volley from the sheriff's party, for 
the purpose of intimidating the" rioters," the latter retumei 
the fire from the Court-house ; that " one of their Balls enterecl 
the Cu1f of the Ooat of Benjamin Butterfield, Esquire, one of 
his MaJesty's Justices of. the P~e for the said County of 
Cumberland, which went out of the ·elbow without hurting 
him, and another went through his Coat Sleeve and just gra.zed. 
the skin. That a pistol was discharged by one of the :Rioters 
at Be~amin Butterfield, the Son of the above named Justice 
Butterfield, so near that the Powder bnmt a large hole in the 
breast of his Ooat, and one William Williams received a lar~ 
wound in the head by one of the Balls discharged by the said 
Rioters." Another deposition made by John Griffin, contdins a 
declaration that " the Rioters returned a Discharge of Guns or 
Pistols on their part," and in the statement of the judges, it ia 
888erted that the "rioters fought Violently with their clubs, and 
fired some few fir~arms at the Posse, by which Mr. Justice 
Butterfield received a slight shot in the arm, and another of the 
Posse received a slight shot in the head with Pistol Bullets." 
The account of one of the newspapers* of the time, is, that the 
first fire of the sheriff's posse " was immediately returned from 
the Court-house, by which one of the Magistrates was slightly 
wounded, and another person shot through his clothes." In 
another,t it is recorded that "the rioters fired once or twice on 
the sher:iff's party, but did no damage." 

As opposed to a part of these assertions, the Whigs declared 
that they had no fire-arms at the time of the attack, and this 
statement is substantiated by eye-witnesses, some of whom 
were, until within a few years, olive, and by a sufficient amount 
of unbiased evidence. That tiome of the Oourt party were 
wounded in the affray, there is no doubt ; but the injuries 
they received, excep,t those " inflicted by bludgeons," were froiu 

• New York loornal, or General Adnrtiaer: Thnnday, March 28d, 1775. · 
t EleeJ: Gazette, Salem, M&~~achusette; vol. vii., Maroh 14th-2let, 1775. 
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their own frieDd!. The fight, it will be remembered, was car
ried on in· du.rbess. To explain this contradiction in regard to 
the use of :fire.ums by the Whigs, and to furnish a clue to all 
the other di86reptmcies- which appear in the naiTations of the 
opposing parties, a knowledge of accompanying circumstances is 
alone re~tuisite. The newspaper press, controlled by those favor
able to royal govemmeut, and opposed to :revolutionary action, 
sided with the 111ppmters of established law, regardless of ita 
eorm.pt administration, and concealed or misrepresented the true 
caasee which were forcing the lovers of liberty ilironghont the 
oolonies to throw off the- bnrdeDB whlch were oppressing them.. 
The depositions, althongh given under oath, had been previoolly 
rnpervised by the Tory representatives m the Legislature of 
New York from Cumberland county, and were, no doubt; 
eolored by them ill such a marmer as to make the cause of the 
Whigs appear iB its worst light. Men, most violent in the 
me88U.re8 whieh they were ready to adopt to suppress the firat 
outb:reathiaga of liberty and right, were not those who would 
scruple to exaggerate and falsify in order to achieve the ends 
they had proposed.* 

• Aa teltl.mmay eortoborlative of the position IIBIUlled bt the teu, the following 
t!ldNetll from printed and MS. document. and verbal relatioaa, are prtllellted. In 
the report of the committee who were choeen by the people of Cumberland 
county and others, to prepare an account of the afl'ray, oecur these words: "We, 
In the hoo.ee, had not any weapoiiB of war among us, and were determined that 
they [the lheriff and his poeee] lhould not come in with their weapoiiB ot wv, 
ezeept by the Coree of them." The testimony of Theophilus Crawford wu, that 
" the Whiga had not eo much u a piatol among them," and in proof of the state 
of feeling previoUB to the fight, he declared that " a man named Gates, of Dum· 
meraton, started for Weetminater, armed with a sword," and that "the people 
would not let him proeeed until he had laid uide the olreoaive weapon. • To the 
Mille effect Calvin Webb. "The liberty men had no guns when they first came, 
but after French wu killed, they went home and got them." Azari.ah Wright, a 
grand8'>n of the sturdy captain of the I!&Dle name, who W1lll eo aetiTe in the cauu 
ot the eous of freedom, hu vritten to the author, by the diotation ot hia fath•, 
Salmon Wright, who, a lad of twelve or thirtea, Willi praeut at the lntrill of 
:Preneh, in th- words: "There were DO anna earried by the li'Mriy parey, 
except clubs which were obtained by the Rockingham Compny at my grand
father's wood-pne. There were no Toriee wounded, save ~ Jmoeked doYD 
by the club ot Pbiiip Satlbrd. • Wheu.,questioned with reference to the __. 
tioua of Hancock 1111d Chureh, his langaage, dletated u before, wM tbie: .. In 
regard to the statement& in the Tory depoeitiou, father •Y" ~ ue an t\;adge I 
that there were no weapoiiB carried or 1llled by the liberty men, ~ .ilte 
afore-mentioned eluba. Tbia is a Jhed flaot. • Additional proof might be ~
mulated ; but it is probable thai enoup hae been said to IIMWy the reMer tbat tile 
only weapona, olrenaive or defenaive, carried by the Whip, were cl•b. and una, 
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AB furnishing the less important incidentB connected with the 
affray, tradition affirms, that a certain Joseph Temple of Dnm
mel"8ton, carried his food in a quart pewter basin, which, placed 
in a kind of a knapsack, was strapped over his shouldel"8 . 

. During the :firing the basin was struck twice by the bulletB, 
which left their marks upon it but did not perforate it, and itB 
owner escaped nnhnrt. This novel life-preserver was kept in 
the family of his descendantB for many ye&l"8, but :finally found 
itB way to that place of deposit of articles valuable for their 
antiquity, the cart of a tin pedlar. Another brave man of the 
same town, hight John Hooker, escaped with the loss of the 
soles of his bootB, which were raked oft' by a chance shot from 
the enemy. But the discomfiture was only temporary; the 
art of the shoemaker was potent to restore the wanting portions, 
and the boots were afterwards worn by their owner with feelings 

. of pride and satisfaction. Many a man more distinguished but 
less valiant than John Hooker, has in the time of battle found 
safety in trusting to his soles, and that, too, in a manner not one 
half as honorable I 

To dignify the events of the 13th of March, the Muses were 
not ashamed to lend their assistance. The following lines, ex
humed from the brain of an old man, where they had slept 
undisturbed for more than three quartel"8 of a century, afford 
not only a rare specimen of Hipponactic composition, but, as 
far as they go, contain a spirited and concise account of the 
affray.* 

" March r thirteenth, in w estminater there was a dismal clamor, 
A mob containing five hundred men, they came in a riotoUII manner, 
Swearing the courta they should not set, not even to adjournment, 
But for fear of the Sheriff and hie valiant men, they for their fire-arms eent. 

• These lines are supposed to have been the production of John Arms, a young 
man who resided in Brattleborough, and who was a favorer of the Court ~
They were oommnnicated orally by Calvin Webb, of whom mention baa bee 
alre&dy made. Regarding them as ezpJ'elling the eentimenta of an oppoeer 
of the "mob," the eleventh verse Curniahes another proof that stout cndgela were 
the only weapona which the mob carried. Arms ie eaid to have poesessed mental 
qualities of no mean order. Phyeically he was not etrong, and died young. By 
a vote of the Council of Vermont p~ June Ulth, 178i, it.appean that John 
Arme of Brattleborongh, who, at the age of fifteen, in the year 1'1711, joined the 
"enemies of thie and other American States," and afterwarde returned and asked 
pardon, was forgiven "and restored to the privileges of the State • on taking 
the oath of allegiance. The pel'IIOn referred to in thie vote, and the poet of the 
"W eetminlter :Mallacre," are enppoeed to be identical. 
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The Pnltestanta t.ha* atood by the law, they all came here well armed; 
They demanded the house which was their own, of which they were debarred. 
The Sherift' then drew off hia men to consult upon the matter, 
How he might beet enter the house and not to make a alaughter. 
The Sherift' then drew up hia men in order for a battle, 
And told them for to leave the bouae or they should feel hia .buJleta rattle. 
But they reaisted with their clubs WJtil the Sherift' fired, 
'l'hen with surprise and doleful criea they all with baate retired. 
Our valiant men entered the house, not in the leaat confounded, 
Awl cleared the l'OOJDII of every one, ucept of thoee who were wounded." 

. With one exception the officers of the Court were opposed to 
any interference 

onthepartofthe ~ ~ 
people. Thomaa 
Chandler Junior, . ~ 
one of the assis-
tant justices and 
a son of the chief 
judge, held views repugnant to those of his colleagues and 
superi9rs. On the day of the outbreak, a large body of the 
inhabitants of" Chester having started to go to Westminster, 
Chandler waa questioned sa to the object of their journey. In 
reply, he stated that they had gone "to petition the Interior 
Court of Common Pleas not to sit or proceed on business." 
Being asked whether it would not have been better had a com
mittee been delegated to proffer the request of the people, he 
answered, that if those who had gone committed no violence, 
they could not be indicted for riot, and further remarked, that 
the court ought not to sit because " the attorneys vexed the 
People with a multiplicity of suits," the " sheriff of the County 
was undeserving to hold his office," and " had bad men for his 
deputies." He also gave it as his opinion, that if the court 
should attempt to proceed on "business of a civil nature," the 
people would put a period to the session. So thoroughly waa 
he convinced of the injustice and petty tyranny that had 
attended the administration of law, that he was "very zealous" 
that the people should apply the remedies which they subse
quently used with so much effec!· * 

Of the court party who had been imprisoned, Thomaa Chan
dler, the chief judge, Bildad Easton, a deputy sheriff, Capt. 
"Benjamin Burt, Thomas Sergeant, Oliver Wells, Joseph Willard, 

• liS. depoeition of Elijah Grout, relative to ThoiDM Chandler, Jr. 
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and John Morse, were released on the 17th, having given bonds 
with security to John Hazeltine, to appear and take their trial at 
such time as should be appointed. Thomas Ellis, against whom 
no charge was found, was set at liberty, unconditioned; Noah 
Sabin, one of the side judges, Benjamin Butterfield, an assistant 
justice, William Willard, a justice of the peace, William Pater
son, the high sheriff, Samuel Gale, the clerk, Benjamin Gorton, 
a deputy sheriff, Richard Hill, William Williams, and one Cwr 
ningham, were, by a vote of the committee of the people, 
reserved for oonftnement in the jaol at Northampton, Msesaehu
setts. On Sunday the 19th, these nine prisoners set out on 
their march, being attended by a guard of twenty-five men 
under the command of Robert Cockran, and by an equal 
number of men from New Hampshire, led by a certain Capt. 
Butterfield, an inhabitant of that province. Having reached 
Northampton on the 23d, they were there imprisone<t and re
mained in durance nearly two weeks. 

A paragraph in a New York paper of this period, declared 
that " the gentlemen who had fallen into the hands of the insur
gents " were to be removed by virtue of a writ of holJea,s ·CO'I'JlU' 
from Northampton to that city, where they would be ":regularly 
tried in order to their enlargement." On the 3d of May, 
they had reached New York, but it is not probable that the 
offences with which they were charged were ever subjected 
to a legal investigation. The war of the .Revolution had now 
become a reality, and the causes which produced it began 
to be merged in the results to which those causes had given 
birth.* 

The news of the affray reached New York on the 21st of 
March, through the medium of the expresses, Church and Han
cock. The Council were immediately summoned, and were in
formed by Lieutenant-QQvernor Colden, that " violent Outrages 
and Disorders" had lately happened in Cumberland county. At 
his desire, Samuel Wells and Crean Brush were called in, who 
repeated the statements they had received. By the advice of 
the Council, the messengers were directed to embody their ac
count in the form of depositions, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
was requested to send the depositions to the General Assembly 
then in session, together with a message "warmly urging them 
to proceed immediately to the consideration" of such measures 

• lift' York Guette, Monday, April lOth, 1'1'16. 
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M wonW prevent the recurrence of " Evils of so Alarming a 
Nature," &lld bring" the principal Aidel'B and Abettors of such 
Violent Outrages to Condign Punishment." 

The depositions were. prepared on the 22d, and having been 
witnessed by Dlllliel Horsmanden, the secretary of the pro
vince, were sent on the 23d to the General Assembly, accompa
nied by a m~ from the Lieutenant-Governor, of which the 
following ia a copy:--

" Gmnu:lmN·: You. will see, with just indignation, from the 
papers I have ordered to be laid before you, the dangerous state 
of anarchy and confusion which has lately arisen in Cumber
land county, 116 well aa the little respect which has been paid to 
the provisions of the Legislature, at their laat sessions, for sup
preesing the disorders which have for some time greatly dis
turbed the north-eaatem districts of the county of Albany and 
part of the county of Charlotte.* 

"You are called upon, gentlemen, by every motive of duty, 
pmdenoe, policy, and humanity, to assist me in applying the 
remedy proper for a case so dangerous and alarming. 

"The negligence of government will ever produce a contempt 
of authority, &Bd by fostering a spirit of disobedience, compel, 
in the sequd, to ·greater severity. It will therefore be found to 
be not only true benevolence, but also real frugality, to resist 
these enormities at their commencement ; and I am persuaded, 
from yottr known regard to the dignity of government, and 
your humanity to the distressed, that you will readily strengthen 
the hands of civil authority, and enable me to extend the suc
cour and support which are necessary for the relief and protec
tion of his Majesty's suffering and obedient subjects, the vindi
eation of the honour, and the promotion of the peace and felicity 
of the colony." . 

The meeeage, and the papers connected with it, were referred 
to the consideration of a committee of the whole house. On the 
30th,· the house resolved itself inro a committee of that nature. 
The·~ and depositions were again read, and the witnesses 
'ftl'e ~ed. By a vote of fourteen to nine, the committee 
·adft!ed 1Dat a provision should be made "to enable the inhabit-

• 'Reference ia had to a eeriee of outrages wbioh had been committed on the 
New York MWete neidmg W1IR of the G~ Mou•taiu, by Ethan Allen, Seth 
w-er, IUld the "Bennington Mob," u they and their adherent~~ were termed. 
See Doe. Biat. N. Y., iv. S91-908. 
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ants of the county of Cumberland to reinstate and maintain the 
due administration of justice in that county, and for the sup
pression of riots." The Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the comnyttee presented his report, whereupon 
Crean Brush moved, ' that the sum of one thousand pounds 
be granted to his majesty, to be applied for the purposes enume
rated in the report." A stirring debate ensued, but the mo
tion was :finally carried, twelve voting for and ten against it. 
Every Whig member present, and several of the ministerial 
party, voted against the measure, and in the majority of two the 
vote of the Speaker was included. 

On the 3d of April, the last day of the last seesion of the Ge
neral Assembly of the province of New York, the Treasurer of 
the Colony, on a warrant from the Lieutenan~Governor or the 
Commander-in-Chief, and by the advice of the Council, was 
directed to pay the sum which had been voted for the benefit 
of the people of the county. Soon after this appropriation had 
been made, some ofthe officers of the court presented an account 
of the expenses which had been incurred by them and pel'BOns 
in their employ, in suppressing the disturbances in the month 
of :March previous. By an order of the Council, the sum of 
one hundred and ninety-two pounds nineteen shillings and one 
farthing, the amount claimed, was paid to Samuel Wells, Wil
liam Paterson, and Samuel Gale. This was the first draft made 
upon the funds which had been set apart for such purposes. 
Although a few of the sufferers were reimbursed by the appro
priation, yet the general effect upon the county, as far as the 
control of the conduct of the inhabitants was concerned, was 
scarcely perceptible. • 

In presenting to Lord Dartmouth an account of his official 
conduct, contained in a report dated April 5th, Lientenan~ 
Governor Colden referred to the course he had pursued in 
~ndeavoring to protect the righ~ of the crown in Cumberland 
county, in these words: "It was necessary for me, my Lord, 
to call upon the Assembly for aid, to reinstate the authority of 
government in that county, and to bring the atrocious offend
ers to punishment. They have given but one thousand 
pounds for this purpose, which is mnch too small a snm ; but 
the party in the Assembly who have opposed every measure 
that has a tendency to strengthen or support government, by 
working on the parsimonious disposition of some of the country 
members, had too mnch inftuence on this occasion. I nm now 
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waiting for a.n answer from Generai Gage, to whom I have 
wrote on this affair in Cumberland. By his assistance I hope I 
shall soon be able' to hold a court of Oyer and Terminer in that 
county, where I am assured there are some hundreds of the 
inhabitants well affected to government; and that if the debts 
of the people who have been concerned in this outrage, were 
all paid, there would not be a sixpence of property left among 
them." 

In answer to the request of Colden, it was commonly reported 
.at the time, that Gage, who was then at Boston, sent a number 
of arms to New York by a vessel named "the King's Fisher." 
Whatever may have been the fact, "the affair at Lexington" 
diverted the attention of government from the proposed method 
of re-establishing the authority of the crown in the interior of 
the province, and led to a different disposition of the bayonets, 
at whose point obedience and submission were to have belln 
~cwred* · 

Inasmuch as th~ inhabitants of Bennington and the vicinity 
who held under New Hampshire, had for some years previous 
been engaged in quarrels with the New York settlers, there 
are those who have supposed that the doings at Westminster 
must have originated in disputes regarding the titles of land. 
This opinion is very erroneous. Less than a month from tht
time of the affray, Colden, in his official dispatches to Lord 
Dartmouth, commenced an account of the " dangerous insurrec
tion," by declaring that a number of people in Cumberland 
county had been worked up by the example and influence of 
:Massachusetts Bay, "to such a degree, that they had embraced 
the dangerous resolution of shutting up the courts of justice." 
After a concise description of attending circumstances, he con
cluded in these words : "It is proper your Lordship should be 
informed, that the inhabitants of Cumberland county have not 
been made uneasy by any dispute about the Title of their Lands. 
Those who have not obtained Grants under tlrls governm~, 
live in quiet possession under the grants formerly made by New 
Hampshire. The Rioters have not pretended any such pretext 
for their conduct. The example of Massachusetts Bay is the 
only reason they have assigned. Yet I make no doubt they 
will be joined by the Bennington Rioters, who will endeavor to 

• London Dooamenta, in oflice Sec. State N. Y., vol :dv. Doc. Hilt. N.Y. 
iT. 916. 
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make one common cause of it, though they have nooonnection but 
in their violence to Government." An opinion like this, and from 
such a source, is sufficient to show that the causes which incited 
the " Bennington Mob" to deeds of violence, were in no reapeat 
identical with those which determined the people of Cumber
land county to prevent the sittings of the court. 

The even~ of the 13th of March have been styled in these 
pages a mob, a riot, and an affray, names chosen by the crown 
adherents to express their idea of the nature of the transactions 
of that day. The term "massacre" was the mo1-e dignifie4 
title employed by the Whigs to convey their own notions of the 
same proceedings. A more correct ()()nception is conveyed in 
the word illBurrection. The people rose against civil and 
political authority, and in so doing were justified on principles 
which do not admit of dispute. An examination of facts will 
show that in the history of Cumberl~d county-a type of the 
history of the colonies-there were present the three conditions 
which alone can justify an insurreetion. First, there was 
oppression on the part of the government ~inst which res~ 
ance was finally made ; secondly, every peaceable means, by 
petitions and remonstrances, for removing this oppression, had 
been tried, but in vain; thirdly, forcible measures were not 
resorted to until the probability of success had become so 
strong as to amount, for the time being, almost to a certainty. 
Trusting thus to the justice of their cause, and to the favor of 
Him who is ever ready to succor the oppressed, these deter
mined men resolved to achieve for themselves the bless
ings of independence, and laid the foundations of those in
stitutions which are the characteristics of a republican govern
ment. 

In claiming for William French the title of the proto-martyr 
to the cause of American liberty &nd of the Revolution, it may 
chance that but few will be found willing to allow him such an 
honor. Lexington and Concord point with pride to their battle
grounds, and Charlestown boasts of her Bunker Hill,.on whose 
top towers the symbol of our national stre~, the personifica
tion of the genius of America. But amid these noble memories 
it should never be forgotten, that on the plains of W eatminster 
the cause of freedom receind its :first victinl, and that in his 
grave were buried all hopes of reconciliation with the mother 
country. 

When the Grecian warrior consulted the oracle at Delphi, 
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wishing to know whether the Athenians or Spartans would con
quer in battle, the priestess gave answer that the army would 
be victorious in which a soldier was first slain; for she well 
knew that his comrades would not tire in the struggle until the 
death of the first martyr had been avenged by the defeat of his 
and his country's foes. And thus, when on the side of Liberty 
and the American Colonies the proto-martyr fell, every wound 
in his body became a mouth which called for vengeance, and 
from every drop of blood there sprang forth a hero, not in 
embryo, but armed, to battle bravely for his country.* 

• See Appeudlz L 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE FIRST 'Y.EAa (JJf TliB JUCVOLUTION. 

The" Friends of Liberty"-Patriotilm of the" Guilrorditee"-The Welltmiulter 
Beeolutio-The New York Provincial Co~" County Con~" ai 
W ll8tminater-Deputiea from Cumberland County-Proceedinp in Glouoeeter 
County-Town .AuociatioDJ in Behalf of Freedom-Effort& to Increue the 
Military Force of New York-Convention at Weatminater-The :Militia of 
Cumberland and Glouceater Counti-Troublea Incident to the Choiee of 
Officers-Efforts to allay Diaoontent-Doreet Convention-Loan from the Pro
vincial Congreu-Jacob Bayley chosen Brigadier-General-Methods of Govtnl
ment adopted in the absence of Fixed Lawe-Powen of the Committee of 
Safety of Cumberland County-Instructiona to Delega~Letter to the New 
York Provincial Congreaa--July Meeting of Cumberland County Committee of 
Safety-Name of New York Provincial Congrea~ changed-8uppliea of Gun
powder, Lead, and Flints-Value of Lead-Rangen-.Joab Hoisington'• Com
miuion aa Major of the Rangel'II-Under-Oftl.cen Nominated-Propoeition to 
make the" Grants" a Separate District-Views of the Inhabitants of Cumber
land County on the Subject-Stevena and Se.iona'a Declarationa in the New 
York Convention-Report upon the Condition of Cumberland County-~ 
paratioDJ to meet Gen. C'arleton-DivisioDJ in the Cumberland County Com
mittee of Safety-separation from New York inevitable. 

THE events of the 13th of March were an expression of the 
dislike of the majority of the_ inhabitants of Cumberland 
county to the policy of Great Britain. The determination mani
fested on that occasion they were not prepared to alter in the 
least, unless sufficient reason for a change should be given. The 
governmental representatives of the mother country on their 
part evinced no conciliatory disposition, and, thenceforth, oppo
sition to oppression was the guiding principle of the " Friends 
of Liberty." Meetings were held in many of the larger towns, 
at which the conduct of those who had been prominent in 
stopping the courts at Westminster was highly applauded. A 
spirit of hearty cooperation, the earnest of success, was every
where apparent. Though the path of revolution was often-
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times shrouded in darkness, yet, from that period, each step in 
it was a step forward. 

On the 28th of March, the people of Guilford assembled in 
town meeting and manifested their willingness to remain under 
the jurisdiction of New York, by voting that they would " be 
subject to the laws of that government" to which they had 
been annexed by the Crown. At the same time they directed 
the town committee of safety to decide whether those who had 
received commissions from Governor Tryon should retain or 
resign them. On the 7th of April the subject was taken from 
tb.e banda of the committee, and the holders of the obnoxious 
eommiasions were desired to return them, or declare their prin
eiple8 in such a manner as would leave po doubt of their posi
tion.* Ooocert and expeditiousness in action were then, as now, 
reguded aa the secrets of success. It was the acknowledgment 
of this truth that led the " Guilfordites" to guard against 
internal division and petty strife. " We recommend to the 
inhabitants of this town," said they, "that they take all proper 
mea.surea for unity one with another, and that D.O man cast any 
reflections one upon another, which will surely create discord 
and disagreement; and, by dividing, we shall surely come to 
destruction." "We recommend to the people as aforesaid, that 
every person hold himself in an habitual and actual readiness 
on any emergency whatsoever; and every man to appear at a 
minute's warning, and then and there choose officers to lead us, 
acooniing to the instruction of our elders and committee."t 

The iniluence of Ethan Allen and his followers, which in 
Bennington and the vicinity had led the aettJ.ers nuder New 
Hampehile titles to maltreat those who held grants from New 
York, began now to exert its effect on the other side of the 
Green mountaina. At a meeting of committees from Cumber
land and Gloucester counties, held at W eetminster on the 11th 
of April, resolutions were passed which bore evidences of diiaf
fection towards the colonial government of New Y«k. It is 

• u VoMd, that we reoommend to all thoee Peno .. in this Town who h&ve re
eeived Commilaio111 under Governor Tryon, that they Re6ign said Commisaio111, 
or ErMe their namea out of a Certain Covenant, Signed by the body of the People, 
to mitigate er Soften t.lM min& of the P~le."-Votea 1111d Proeeediap of the 
To- of GaiJferd, 17'1.6, in Brattleborough Semi-Weekly Eagl~ Thunday,.June 
IOfJa, 18110. 

t Theee reeommendatio11.1 were paseed ou the 20th of .ApriL On the Sd of 
Kay fDUolriag. • people -111bled again ila town meeting, aad .oowpleted the 
organization of the town militia, by the appointment of officers. 
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" our opinion," t'hese committees declared, " that our inhabit
ants are in great danger of having their property unjustly, 
cruelly, and unconstitutionally taken from them by the arbitrary 
and designing administration of the government of New York, 
sundry instances having already taken place ; that the lives of 
those inhabitants are in the utmost hazard and imminent danger 
under the present administration, witness the malicious and 
horrid mll8sacre of the 13th ultimo; that it is the duty of said 
inhabitants, 118 predicated on the eternal and immutable law of 
self-preservation, to wholly renounce and resist the administra-
tion of the government of New York, till such time 118 the lives 
and property of those inhabitants may be secured by it, or till 
such time 88 they can have opportunity to lay their grievanCtw 
before his most gracious Majesty in Council, together with a 
proper remonstrance against the unjustifiable conduct of that 
government, with an humble petition to be taken out of so op
preBSive a jurisdiction, and either annexed to some other govern
ment or erected and incorporated into a new one, 88 may appear 
best to the said inhabitants, to the royal wisdom and clemency, 
and till such time 88 his Majesty shall settle this controversy." 
In connection with these proceedings Col. John Hazeltine, 
Charles Phelps, and Col. Ethan Allen were appointed top~ 
pare a remonstrance and petition embodying the sentimenbl 
entertained by the committees. Such W118 the action of the oon
vention on this ocCBSion. But when, in the conrse of the fol
lowing months, it Wll8 118Certained that all the provinces were in 
a similar situation on account of the tyranny of Great Britain, 
the inhabitants of the two counties willingly joined with the 
rest of the inhabitants of New York in aggressive and repuWTe 
endeavor; and it wos not until the idea of forming the ·New 
Hampshire Grants into an independent state, had seiJJed upon 
the m888 of the community, that they ceased to cooperate with 
the province to which they rightly belonged. Even then thtle 
were some who considered theiDSelves 88 subjects of New Y OJ'k, 
and these, through many yeal'B of confiscation and statutory 
inhibition, maintained with sacredness their allegiance to that 
state.* · 

In conformity with the course adopted in most of the colonies, 
.a Provincial Convention was held in the city of New York, on 
the 20th of April, at which delegates from nine counties were 

• Slade'a Vt. State Papers, p. 60. Americm.Arebi.,.-, Fourth s.n.,l'l'll.ftl. 
ii aol 316. 
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in attendance. Cumberland and Gloucester were not repre
sented. The session J.a8ted three days. Soon after its close 
circular letters were dispatched to all the counties in the pro
vince, notifying the project of establishing a Provincial Congress. 
Pursuant to this call, deputies from different parts of the pro
vince assembled at the Exchange in the city of New York, on 
the 22d of May, and on the following day a Provincial Congress 
W88 formed, and Peter Van Brugh Livingston was elected presi
dent. Owing, in a me&sure, to the sparseness of population, the 
inhabitants of Cumberland had been delayed in sending dele
gates to the Convention. For the purpose of obviating any 
trouble which might ensue from this neglect, a" County Con
gress" was convoked at Westminster, on the 6th of June.* 
CoL Hazeltine, who was chairman ou this occasion, stated that 
it W88 the desire of the committee of correspondence in the 
city of New York to know fully the sentiments of the inhabit
ants of the county " with regard to the hostile meB&ures that 
are using by the British Parliament to enforce the late cruel, 
unjust, and oppressive acts of the said British Parliament 
tluough the British Colonies in America." 

In answer to this inquiry, the convention, expressing" the voice 
of the people," declared by their resolutions the illegality of 
the acts of parliament which had been lately passed in order to 
raise a revenue in America, and denounced them as opposed to 
the Bill of Rights and to a fundamental principle of the British 
Constitution, which did not. allow any person to be deprived of 
his property without his consent, unless he had previously for
feited it by his misdeeds. They also resolved, in conjunction 
with their brethren in America, to" resist and oppose" these 
obnoxious acts at the expense of their "lives and fortunes" and 
''to the 188t extremity," provided duty to God and their coun
try should require it. They expressed their acquiescence in the 
conduct of their friends in the city of New York, and agreed 

• At a previoua .-ion of the "Con!P-. • held at Westminster, Jams Clay, 
John Barrett, Solomon Phelps, and Elkanah Day had been appointed a committee 
to eumine into the monetary aft'ain of the county. In their report, rendered 011 

the (th of June, they etated that it would be neceuary for those towna which were 
yet in arreare to pay up their tu:ea "in order to do justice to the treuurer, Ben
jamin Burt, and committee for building the eourt-houae and jail" " The good 
people of the county," obee"e the committee, "may rely upon it, that laid money 
to be collected, will not go to llatiafie the demandl of Samuel W ella and Crean 
Drub. bquiree, but it will be put to the reallntereet of the county, in paying ita 
J• aebtl.• 
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to abide by the principles which they had taken as a basis of 
action. In view of the " very broken situation" of the county, 
as regarded civil authority, they asked for advice from the Pro
vincial Congress, touching the measures which would be potent 
in restoring" order and regularity." Owing to their defence
less condition, and the inefficiency consequent thereupon, they 
desired that arms and ammunition might be given them. "We 
have," said they, "many brave soldiers, but, unhappily for us, 
we have nothing to fight with." As a full endon;ement of the 
efforts which were then being made to establish concerted 
action, Col. John Hazeltine of Townshend, Dr. Paul Spooner 
of Hertford, and Maj. William Williams of Westminster, were 
chosen delegates to represent the county in the New York Pro
vincial Congress.* 

Soon after their appointment they proceeded to New York to 
engage in the duties incident to their position. They were the 
bearers of a letter from Col. Hazeltine containing an account of 
the late " Congress." This communication, fraught with patri
otic sentiments, was written in behalf of the committees who 
had assembled at Westminster, and was directed to Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, the president of the Provincial Congress. 
One of its paragraphs was in these words:-" We detest and 
abhor these arbitrary, tyrannick, and sanguinary measures, which 
the British Parliament are most industriously pursuing against 
the American Colonies, in order to dragoon them into compli
ance with certain late detestable acts of Parliament replete 
with horrour, and repugnant to every idea of British freedom, 
and which have a direct tendency to reduce the free and brave 
Americans into a state of the most abject slavery and vassal
age." "Yon may rely upon it," observed the patriotic writer, 
in closing, "that our people in general are spirited, resolute, 
and active in the defence of our dear-bought rights and liber
ties, and will not flinch, if called, generously to spill our blood 
to oppose and resist ministerial tyranny and oppression." 

Another letter entrusted to the delegates contained an offer 
from Maj. William Williams, M~~:j. Benjamin Wait, and Capt. 
J oab Hoisington, the last two of Windsor, to serve respectively 
as Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of a regiment of 
militia. "Glowing with true martial ardour, and willing, with 

• Journal N.Y. Prov. Cong., i. 1, II, '1. Am. Arch., Fourth Seriee, 1'1'111, vol ii 
C!Ola. 861, 918, 919, 1241, 1242. Credentiale or Delegates, in office Beo. State, 
N.Y., 17'111, p. 108. 
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the utmost cheerfulness and alacrity, to unsheath the sword in 
defence of the lives and properties of the good people" of the 
" aneient and truly respectable patriotick colony of New York;" 
seeing aieo that hoetilities had already commenced, and that the 
sword had been actually drawn, they advised the formation of a 
regiment "of good, active, enterprising eoldiel'B," in order "to 
keep under proper subjection regul&l'B, Roman Catholicke, and 
the savages at the northward," and to defend their own rights 
and privileges "against ministerial tyranny and oppression." 
In case they should receive the appointments f'or which they 
~llt in the proposed regiment, they promised to be "entirely 
mlder the command and order of the Provincial Congress," and 
flattered themselves that in such a position they would prove 
useful instruments in serving the " ancient and honourable 
colony of New York."* 

Boon after the circular letter of the Provincial Convention of 
New York was received in Gloucester county, the people 
aesembled and chose Jacob Bayley of Newbury to represent 
them in the Provincial Congress. On the 29th of June Bayley 
informed the Congress by letter that, on account of the great 
distance between Newbury and New York, and the exposed 
situation of the northern settlements, his ftiends did not deem 
it proper for him to attend the session until they should be 
"prepared to meet with an enemy at home." A county com
mittee was also formed, and sub-committees were chosen in each 
town and precinct. "The eounty seems to be very well united 
and firm in the e&W!e of liberty," wrote John Taplin, on the 
15th of July, "and I make no doubt but they will cheerfully 
join in whatever measures and directions the honourable Con
gress may point out from time to time."t 

On the 21st of June, the delegates from Cumberland county 
took their seats in the Provincial Congress. Hazeltine remained 
only three days, but Williams and Spooner were present until 
the close of the session. The latter gentlemen, having given 
previous notice of their intention, laid before the Congress on 
the 7th of July, an account of the condition of the county which 
they represented. The nature or purport of their remarks ia 
not known, but from a minute in the record~ of the ('J()ngreas, it 
appe&l'B that when they had concluded their observations, a com-

•1ouma1 N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 96; iL liS. 
f loumal N. Y. Prov. Cong., iL 60, 60. Am. Arch., Fourth Seriee,l771i, vol U. 

oola. 9U, 936, 98S, 989. 
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mittee was chosen" to receive intQrmation of the members of 
that county and of any other persons, of the state of that county, 
and report thereon to this Congress." The Congress adjoUl'Ded 
on the 8th of July, but a committee of safety was chosen to act 
during the reooss, and John Morin Scott was appointed to repre
sent Omnberland county in the absence of the rego1ar delegates. 
He was present but twice during the recess. Fortunately no 
business was transacted which demanded his especial atten
thn.~ 

Meanwhile the dwellers on both sides of the Green moUD
hlins were endeavoring to enlist soldiers and establish an effi
cient militia. Means were also taken to improve every oppor
tunity which could be made use o~ to advance the safety of 
the community. The committee of correspondence in the town 
of Northfield, Massachusetts, informed the Council at Boston, 
on the 26th of June, that there were " two small cannon be
longing to the Massachusetts Bay" at Fort Dummer, which 
were left there when that garrison was dismantled, and one at 
Fort Hinsdale. These they offered to convey to the army on 
the western frontier, provided ordnance should be wanted in 
that section. In Townshend, through the activity of CoL John 
Hazeltine, fifty-one persons signed an agreement on the 12th 
of July, binding themselves to maintain and disseminate the 
principles of American liberty, and adopting as their rules of 
action the resolutions passed and promulged by the Continental 
Congress during the months of September and October, 1774. 
A similar association, with the same number of members, was 
formed at Springfield on the 26th of July, and on the 31st of 
the same month twenty-one of the twenty-four freeholders of 
W eathersfield united in completing a similar organisation. t 
About the same period, Capt. Elisha Benedict of Albany, by 
the direction of the New York Provincial Congress, was en
gaged in forming military companies in Cmnberland county, 

• Journall!l". Y. ProY. Coog., L 411, 61, 69-'71, Si, 88. Am. Arch., Fourth Serle., 
1'7'76, vol ii., oola. 18011, 1814, 1846, 1MB, 1'1'1'1, 17118, 17118. 

t In Townahend the aseoeiation was signed by all the citbena then in &he 
place. 'Ihoee out of town were Samuel Fletoher, Beujamin Korecloek, Oliftl' 
Morecloek, .Aaron Jolmaon, Samuel Parkia, Thomaa Barna, and Eben- Buri, 
who were "in the ~ervice at Roxbury, under Gen. W aehington." The namee of 
thoee who refused to lign the aaaociation subscribed in W eathenfield, were John 
Karsh, Joseph K&l'lh, and John Kanh, Jr.-.A810ciatioDII and :Milcellaneoua Pa
pen, in otll.oe S.C. State N. Y., 17'75, J:D. 68, '78, 140. JOlll'lllll!l". Y. ProY 
OoDg., L tiS. 
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which were to be comprised in two regiments, called the upper 
and lower, and were to serve in the provincial, or, as it was 
afterwards designated, the state line.* 

After an interval of nearly tb.ree weeks, the Provincial Con
gress of New York assembled on the 26th of July. On the 
same day a convention was held at Westminster, and the dele
gates from Cumberland, who had been previously appointed to 
represent that county in the Provincial Congress, were impow
ered to act singly, "in as ample and full a manner," as if all 
were present. With a certificate to this eft'ect, signed by James 
Clay, the temporary chairman of the convention, William Wil
liams appeared in New York, and on the 12th of August took 
his seat in the Provincial Congress as the representative from 
Cumberland. In older to make the military force of the pro
vince more effective, a militia bill, reported by Anthony Hoff
man of Dutchess county, was adopted by the Congress on the 
92d of August. By its provisions, the whole province was to 
be divided into districts, and each district was to furnish one 
company, "ordinarily to consist of about eighty-three able
bodied and effective men, ofJicers included,. between sixteen 
and sixty years of age." The companies were to be formed 
into regiments, the regiments into six brigades. Ooo of these 
brigades, the sixth, was to comprise "1:.H militia of the counties 
of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester."+ On the 2d of 
September, last day of the session, the gunpowder which had 
been imported and was then in store for the use of the pro
vince, was divided among the different counties. The portion 
uaigned to CllDlberland was one hundred pounds. During 
the recess which followed Williams remained in New York,. 
and was a member of the committee of safety. ·He was ~ 

• Revolution, Military, in office Sea. State :M-., 1773-1788, p. 270. Amr. 
Arch., F0111'th Series, 1776, vol. ii, coL 1796; voL iii, eoL 620. Journal N. T. 
Prov. Oong., i M, 911; ii 63, M, 68. See AppeBdilt, containblg a Lm-r OJ' '1B 

Ornz. ..urD llJI.B.uy Omcaa OJ' Culomu.AxD AXD Gr.ovCIIITD Comma 
t An imperfect miBtary o-rganization had been eft'ected in the provinoe ollfew 

York before the pusage of this bill, &Dd the o1flce of brigadier-geueral for the 
brigade, which it wu then in contemplation to establish in the noi'UI-eaetern pad of 
the pronnee, had been offered on the Blat of May pren0111, to CoL J-~"' 
al Ka (now Londonderry~ He refued the truat "upon political pn..iplea." 
He &ftenrarda beoame a Tory and left the country. His poeaeaou io. Kent 
were, in the year 1778, COD1iae&ted; but in the Je&l'll 17911 and 1797, Jam• Ro
s- Jr. obtained from the Legilll&tur. of Vermont ~on al all the Ianda in 
IUt tcnrn whioh had been owned by hie fAther 1111d were then U111014.-.Jevnal 
lf, Y. Prov. Cong., ii II. '1'1lompeon'a Vl, Part IlL, p. 108. 
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present at the re-assembling of the Provincial Congress on the 
4th of October, bot it does not appear that he remained through 
the session.* 

By a resolution of the Provincial Congress, pused. on the 
18th of October, it was determined that that body should an
nounce itself dissolved at such time as should be deemed expe
dient, and that a new election should then be called for the 
choice of delegates to represent the province. The dissolution 
took place on the 4th of November, and the 7th of the same 
month was set apart as the day for the new election. In Cum
berland county, the town representatives did not aasemble nntil 
the 21st. The convention was held, as on former· occasions, in 
the county hall at Westminster, and William Williams and 
Paul Spooner were again returned as delegates for the county. 
On the 14th of November, the day on which the newly-elected 
delegates were to convene in the city of New York, it Wall 

found that a majority of the counties in the province were not 
represented. For the purpose of maintaining the show of 
authority, informal meetings were held day after day. Such 
letters as demanded immediate replies were answered, and de
spatches were sent to different pa.rta of the province, entreating 
the delegates to hasten their appearance, in order that " the 
measures necessary to be carried into execution" might not be 
longer delayed or neglected. The Congress, after waiting three 
weeks for a quorum, was organized on the 6th of December, 
eight counties being represented. 

Dr. Spooner, having appeared and presented his credentials, 
was, on the 20th, admitted as the deputy from Cumberland, 
and was allowed to act singly, with as full power as though his 
colleague were also in attendance. As the bearer of informa
tion concerning the military affairs of his district, he announced 
the appointment, by the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county, of Col. James Rogers as brigadier-general for the bri
gade of Cumberland, Gloucester, and Charlotte counties, and 
recommended certain men as field and staff-officel"B for the 
militia of' the county which he represented. 

Owing to the readiness manifested in different parts of the 
province to second the views of the Congress in the organisa
~on of the militia, the plan which had been adopted a few 

• Journal N.Y. Prov. Cong., l, 87, 89, lOIS, 114, 1811, 18'7, 189, U:8, 1118, 188, 
195, 19'7. .\m. Arch., Fourth Series, 17'711, vol ii, coJs. 1799, 1800; 'fOL iii. 
pauim. 
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months previous was enlarged. A certain numerical rank was 
assigned to the militia officers of each of the fourteen counties 
in the province. The rank of' the militia officers of Cumberland 
was the twelfth, and of Gloucester the fourteenth. The number 
of brigades was increased to seven. The brigadier-general of J 

the militia of the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and 
Charlotte was announced as the seventh in rank, and the eighth 
in command. The new Congress having, on the 22d of De
cember, decided to adjourn, appointed a committee of safety, 
consisting of thirteen members, to act during the recess. Of 
this number, Dr. Spooner was one.* 

But a spirit of disaft'ection had already begun to appear in 
the county. On the 6th of December, a number of the inha
bitants of Putney sent to New York a protest against the pro
ceedings of the Westminster convention, at which field-officers 
were nominated for the proposed regiments. " The acts of 
this convention," said they, " have discovered such a spirit of 
ignorance or tyranny, that we are apprehensive that our liber
ties, which we are contending for, are in danger, and like to be 
wrung out of our hands, by nine or ten arbitrary men." They 
further declared that the convention had nominated field-offi
cers who had ever shown ., an inimical spirit to the liberties of 
A.merica," and who were "disagreeable to the body of the peo
ple." This paper, signed by thirty-one persons, was followed 
by another from Westminster, bearing date the 7th of Decem
ber, and containing expressions of a similar import. The latter 
document set forth with definiteness the situation of affairs in 
the county, and stated that John Norton, who had been recom
mended as first major of the lower regiment, had often disap
proved " of the proceedings of the colonies," and was held in 
such disfavor that neither in his own town, that of Westminster, 
nor in any other where he was known, could he obtain a major
ity of votes from the people for any office in the American 
service. Redress of grievances of this nature was sought for. 
The petitioners based their plea on the ground of necessity. 
"Tyranny," said they, "appears so evident in the late county 
convention that unless a· stop is put to it the county is ruined." 
Of a like nature was the manifesto dated the 18th of December, 
and signed by fifty-six of the inhabitants of Dummerston. ~ 

• Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 180, 1911, 19'1, 199, 2011, 228, 2ll8-ll81; ii. 99. 
Am. Arch., Fourth Seriet, 17711, voL iii. coL 1880. 
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this, they denounced the proceedings of the convention, and 
declared the choice of field-officers, which had been made by 
the town delegates on that occasion, "an infringement on the 
rights of the people." This position was supported by the tact 
that out of the twenty-one delegates, who were entitled to seatB 
in the convention, only nine were present, and of this number 
seven were in nomination for military offices. John Norton 
was referred to as one who was " univel'B8lly known to be in 
opposition to the plan of liberty," and it was stated that other 
candidates had been presented for election, who were "much 
suspected of being unfriendly to the liberties of America."* 

A letter from Samuel Stevens of Charlestown, New Hamp
shire, to the secretary of the New York Congress, written on 
the 18th of December, at the suggestion of some of the inhabit
ants of Cumberland -county, verified the accounts which had 
been sent from the towns of Putney, Westminster, and Dum
menton. In this communication he requested that no comm.i.& 
sions should be given to any persons in either of the proposed 
regiments, until a candid expression " of the minds of the people, 
with respect to the several nominations and appointments made 
by their county congress and committee of safety," should be 
presented. An exception, however, was made in favor of those 
pei'BOBS who had been chosen in the month of June previous, 
when the views of the people were seconded by the action of 
the delegates at the county" Congress." 

On the 4th of January, 17'76, during the recess of the~ 
vincial Congress, the subject of the militia was taken up in the 
provincial eommittee of safety, of. which Dr. Spooner, of Cum
berland county, was a member. As no objection had been 
o:ft'ered to the otlicers who had been nominated for the upper 
regiment and for the regiment of minute men, they were pre
sented with commiSBions, signed by Pierre Van Cortlandt, the 
chairman, and J olm McKeSBOn, the secretary of the committee.. 
A recommendation was at the same time given to the commit
tees of Cumberland, Charlotte, and Gloucester counties, to the 
e:ft'ect that they should· join in the nomination of a brigadier
general, and repol't their choice " with all convenient speed." 
The committee of Cumberland county were ordered to return 
to the Provincial Congress a list of the officers of the county 
militia, under the rank of field-officers, who had been or might 

* Am. .A.roh., Fourth Seri-. 177G, vot iii eola. 'll~l. 

Digitized by Goog le 



1776.] LETTER TO THE COlCIITl'EE. 253 
-

be elected pursuant to the resolves of the Congress, and" with 
intent to remove all ground of disquiet in the minds" of thtJ 
persons who belonged to the lower regiment, the committee of 
the county were requested to meet and nominate such field
officers for that regiment as should be deemed " best qualified 
for the service of their country." The people of the county 
were also infonned, that, in case no nomination should be made 
by their immediate representatives in county convention, the 
officers of the lower regiment would be appointed by the Pr~ 
vincial Congress or committee of safety. 

To accompany this manifestation of the views entertained by 
the chief men of the province, a letter exhortatory in tone and 
earnest in phraseology was, on the 19th of January, addressed 
to the committee of Cumberland county. Sorrow on account of 
the "jealousies and divisions" which disturbed the county was 
plainly expressed in this communication, and surprise was shown 
that greater readiness had not been evinced to engage in behalf 
of the cause of American liberty. "We entreat, we pray, and we 
obtest yon," wrote the provincial committee," as yon tender not 
only your own welfare and happiness, bot also the success of the 
American colonies in their present struggle for liberty, that yon 
exert yourselves to put an amicable period to all dissensions in 
your county, and bring about a perfect union among the inha
bitants ; and for this purpose that yon canse a large, respect
able county committee to be elected in your county, if that has 
not already been done. Let every son of freedom employ his 
utmost efforts that our attachment to the rnles of Congress, our 
military subordination and skill, according to their plan and 
directions, and our attachment to good order and government 
may distinguish us from our enemies, 88 much 88 the glorious 
cause we are engaged in." Dr. Spooner, having obtained leave 
of absence, was directed to carry this letter to his constituentB, 
and was also desired to deliver the commissions to those per
sons to whom they had been assigned. Supplied with money 
from the treasury of the Provincial Congress, )le departed, on 
the lOth of January, in the hope of being able to "restore una
nimity and harmony" among those whom he represented.* 

The spirit which had actuated the conduct of the people west 
·of the Green mountains, previous to the year 1775, and which 
· for more than a year had lain dormant, began now to manifest 

• JOUl"'lal N.Y. Pro'f. Cong., L 217, SJ8,SU, U8; ii. 1"-
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ita presence in a less violent but more determined manner. A 
•convention was called at Dorset, on the 16th of January, for the 
purpose of proposing and adopting measares to advance the 
interests of those dwelling between Lake Champlain and Con
necticut river. But few, if any, from either Cumberland or 
Gloucester' county were present. A petition addJ'ee&ed to John 
Hancock, the President of the Continental Congress, waa pre
pared, and persons were appointed to carry it to Philadelphia. 
The boon sought for by the petitioners, W88 that they might be 
ordered to "do duty in the Continental&&rvice if required," as 
inhabitants of the New Hampshire Granta, and not 88 inhabit- . 
anta of the Province of New Y Ol'k, or 88 "subject to the limi
tations, restrictions, or regulatioDB," of the militia of that pro
vince.* 

Soon after the views of the Provincial Ooogrees had been 
made known in Cumberland county, a convention of the town 
committees of safety was called at Westminster, on the 1st of 
February, and Benjamin Carpenter, of Guilford, was placed in 
the chair. The meeting W88 condooted in such a manner as 
was deemed most suitable for establishing "peace, harmony, 
and unanimity," in the county. The field-officer& for the lower 
regiment were selected, and in making the choice, regard was 
had to the conduct which the candidates had displayed when the 
disposition to be freed from the encroacnmenta of Great Britain 
became first apparent. A few days later, retnrns were made to 
Benjamin Carpenter from se~eral of the towns in the southem 
part of the county, of the election of militia officers, and this 
information was, on the 6th of February, communicated to the 
Provincial Congress. t 

The delegates from Cumberland county to the Provincial 
Congress, which 888embled in February, 1776, were, Col. Joeeph 
:Marsh, of Hartford, &nd William Williams. The former was 
absent during the whole of the sesaion, and the latter did not 
present himself at New York until the 24-th of February. The 

• Thia petition wu read in Congreea, on the 8th of May, and wu relerred to a 
committee for e:mmination. Their report, read on the Soth, recommended sub
mieeion to the government of New York for the preeent, and at the elc.e of the 
w-ar, a referenee of the whole aubjeot to proper judgea, whole detcmination 
elaould be tioal and concl1111ive. Permilliou wu JI'&Dtecl to Hemllll AD.. oa abe 
•th of JDDe, to withdraw the petition.-Jovl'IIAle Am. Cong., i 83'1, 860, 884. 
Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp. 61~6. 

t See Appendix, containing a Lift or 'I'D Crm. .um Mu.rru-r OJnaa , 
CIIXIIDLAJII) .um GLCM1018TU CovnDL 
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nominatieas of iield aDd militia officers which had been made 
both by the repreaeotati.Ya of the people of Cumberland, and by 
tJae people themselves, having been p:resented by him, on the 26th 
of FehrnaTy, w~ received and approved of, and, on the 1st of 
March, eollllllil8iona were ordel'ed to be :issued for those persons 
whoee naDl8l had been returned. He was aleo the bearer of a 
letter from the county committee of safety, in which they avowed 
their inability to furnish their delegate with the money " neces
eary to supply his present necessities." In this emergency, 
Peter Van Brugh Li. vingston, the treasurer of the Provincial 
Coogress, was -ordeDed to "advance on loan to Major William 
Williams, on the credit of the Cumberland county committee, 
in general, and of Benjamin Carpenter, the chairman of the said 
committee, in partieular, and Major Williams therein named, 
the som of UO, to be repaid in ~h manner as this or some 
t'ntnre Provincial Congress or committee of safety shall direct." 

The 8tUD of £4,800 was, on tha 13th of March, distributed 
among the dift'erent counties, as a loan, to enable them to defray 
the expeusee eontingent upon war and government. The share 
of Cumberland county was but £100, and from this sum the 
.£40 which had been advanced to Major Williams, and the £20 
which Dr. Spooner had borrowed on a former occasion, were 
deducted.• 

Although several attempts had been made to chOOBe officers 
for the brigade which comprised the counties of Cumberland, 
Gloucester, and Charlotte, yet these attempts had thus far 
poved futile. AB a last resort, a circular letter was sent to the 
eommittees of safety in each of the three counties, notifying the 
time and place of a meeting for the purpose of completing the 
~eral military organization of that section of the province. 
Three representatives from each of the _committees of safety 
ef the two first-mentioned counties were in attendance at 
Windsor on the 22d of May, the day specified in the notifica
tion; but no delegates from Charlotte county were present. 
The nominations were made, therefore, by six men, and Col. 
Jacob Bayley, of Newbury, and Simon Stevens, of Springfield, 
were recommended to the Provincial Congress as worthy and 
aeeeptable candidates for the respective offices of Brigadier
General and Brigade-Major.t It was not deemed proper, 

• Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 298, :121, 824, 881, 868; ii 122. 
tAn aeeonnt of this meeting Willi forwarded to the New York Provincial Con· 

pa, by Col Joeeph :Manh, one of the deputiee from Cumberland COUDty. 
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however, to sanction appointments of so high importance without 
first obtaining the sentiments of all the parties interested. For 
this reason, the Provincial Congress, on the 17th of June, ordered 
a copy of the proceedings of the committees who had made the 
nominations to be forwarded to the committee of Charlotte 
county, with a request that they would return an answer dec)a. 
rative of their wishea in the premises. Further action was post
poned until a reply should be received. The necesaity of per
fecting the military a.rro.ngements of the eounty was, however, 
apparent. By the late resolves of the Continental Congres&t 
New York had been ordered to raise three thousand men to 
reinforce. the American army in her own province, and seven 
hundred and fifty to reinforce the army in Canada. Of thiB 
latter number, the quota assigned to Cumberland county, on 
the 7th of June, was one hundred and twenty-five, and· to Glou
cester, seventy-five. To hasten the work of enlistment, a bounty 
of $4 each was, on the 9th, offered to the non-commiAAioned 
officers and privates of the battalions which were to be sent to 
Canada. The money intended for this purpose was placed by 
the treasurer of the Provincial Congress, in the hands of a 
committee of payment.* 

In perusing the history of the counties, towns, and villages 
of the American colonies, dnring the earlier period of the 
revolutionary war, one is often inclined to inquire as to the 
manner in which civil government was conducted, and the 
means which were taken to enforce the execution of laws in 
the absence of executive power. The object of the American 
people in opposing Great Britain, it may be answered, was to 
free themselves from an unjust government, not to shake off or 
disown the obligations of law, morality, or religion. When the 
majority of the inhabitants of a village, town, or county had 
declared their unwillingness to obey rulers appointed by the 
King or subject to his dictation, village inspectors were elected, 
and town and county committees of safety were chosen. To 
them questions were referred, which in a better regulated state 
of society would have been presented in a court of law. By 
their decisions there was generally a readiness to abide. H 
any one wished to appeal to the bar of public opinion, his fel
low-townsmen were sure to decide the appellant's ease by the 
principles of equity rather than of law. 

• Jo111'D&l N. Y. Prov. Coug., i. 488, 488,498; il. 101. 
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In Cumberland county the people of each town chose their 
own committee of safety, and each town committee sent dele
gatee to sit in the committee of safety for the county. In this 
manner had the affairs of the county been conducted for more 
than a year. At the meeting of the county committee held at 
W eetminster in the court-house, which continued from the 11th 
to the 21st of June, 1776, thirty-four delegates from twenty 
towns were in attendance.* Capt. James Clay was placed in the 
chair, and Dr. Elkanab Day was chosen clerk. Business which 
had been laid .on the table at previous meetings was on this 
occasion taken up and received final action. One man, who 
had been abusing his neighbor's wife, was by the decree of the 
committee committed to prison. Another, who like a second 
N a both was suffering from the covetousness of some townsman 
Ahab, was quieted in the enjoyment of his possessions. Persoiis 
of doubtful political principles were examined, and disputes 
between contending parties were settled. Ignoring the princi
ples of democratic equality, the committee resolved that every 
person who bore the suffix of " Gentleman," by civil or mili
tary commission, should be exempted from " general training." 
The public accounts of the county were examined by a special 
committee. An attempt was made to improve the condition 
of the treasury by urging upon the collectors of taxes the im
portance of attending to their duties. The real estate of every 
male between sixteen and sixty was estimated at ten pounds. 

• Brattleborough, 
Cheeter, 
Draper, 
Dammer~ton, 
Guilford, 
Balifa1r, 
Briord, 
Hinadale, 
KeDt, • 
llaztborouP, 
Newlaue, 
Pomfret, 
Putney, 
RoekiDgham, 
Bpriusfield, 
Tcnruhend, 
w eatherdeld, 
w eetminater, 
Windlor, 
w oodatock, • 

Iarael Smith, John Sergeant& 
John Chandler, George Earl 
Elijah .Alvord, John Gibb& 
Joeeph HDdretb, Ebeneser BaTen. 
Iarael GurlBy, Samuel NiohoJ. 
William WilliiUIII. 
Jonathan Burk. 
John Bridgman, Arad Bun'
Edward Aiken, lcL 
JOIUithan w arreu. 

• Luke Knowlto11. 
John Wincheater Dana. 
James Clay, Lucu Wileo11. 
W'dliam Bimou, Ebeneser Fuller. 
Simon Steveu1, Jerathmiel Power.. 
JOieph Tyler, Samuel Fletcher. 
llrael Burlingame, William Upham. 
John Norton, Elbnah Day. 
Ebenezer Hoisington, Ebenezer Ourtll. 
John Stroug, BenJamin Emm0111. 
17 
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Pel"80DD were appoia.ted ro ueertain the valuadon of the sale
able estate of each towu, and make retum thereof. Commit
tee& were cboeen to draft Nplim ro letters which had been re
ceived from the Provincial Congress, and to carry into execu
tion the resolTeB whicll had pasaed that body relative to the 
militia of the province. An DDIUcceaafal attempt was made to 
re-impriaon some ol the pel"'ID8 who had been engaged in the 
"Westminster Meeeacre," and had beell releued under bonds ; 
and other m&ttenJ, some trivial and many importallt, occupied 
the attention of the county committee of safety. 

Measa:rea were also taken to perfect the organilati011. of the 
minute-men of the county, and to raiae soldien for the Cauada 
service. To ef'ect the latter object the colonel of the lower 
regiment, and one sub-committee man from each town compre
hended in that regiment district, were desired k> 1888mble and 
appoint one captain and two lieutwants, aa ofiicers of euch men 
ae might enlist for the northem expedition. A aimi1ar requeat 
was also prof'ered to the colonel of the upper regiment, and times 
ad places for meeting were agreed apon. In compliance with 
the requisition contained in a handbill directed to the committee, 
an election for delegates to the New York Provincial Congress 
was held at the same time, and J oeeph Marsh, John SeesiODa, 
and Simon Stevena were ch.oeen to represent the county from 
the second llonday in July following. Ebenezer Hoiaingtoo, 
John Sergeants, and John Chandler, who had been previoualy 
appointed to prepare instructions for the guidance of the dele
gates, then presented their report, which was read by para
graphs, and deliberately adopted as expressive of the sentiments 
of the committee and of the people whom they repN~ented. 
The instructions were in theee words :-

"Gentlemen,-Having received a handbill from the Honour
able Provincial Congress, recommending to the inhabitants of 
the county to chooee delegates and invest them [with] power 
to establish a form of government, &c., We, the committee 
for this county, being warmly attached to the noble cause of 
liberty, and ardently desiroua to have the foundation or govern
ment so laid, that the libertiee of the people, both civil and 
religion&, may forever remain sacred and· inviolate-we think 
it our indispensable duty to give yon the following instruc
tions ; and reposing the highest confidence in your honour and 
integrity, do rely upon it, that you will, to the utmost of your 
power, endeavour to carry the same into execution. We trust 
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the Honoarable ~ will be very far from p....ing censure 
on us for being thus jealoas of ow liberties, especially when 
they eonaider that in timea past this county hu been much 
impoeed upon, in ha'rillg certain foreignen p11t into high places 
of emolument and honour, to the great grief of -rirtuous and 
honest men. 

" First ; ~ instruct you to use yoaz iniluenee to establish a 
government i:rt this colony agreeable to the maxim, viz. that all 
civU power (under God) is originally in the people, and that 
you in no instance, in your publick capacity, will do anything 
to abridge the people of this fundamental right. We further
more beg leave to say that, in our opinion, the representatives 
duly chosen in the several countiee in this colony, when con
\"ened at New York, to all intents a.ncl purpOHI have full 
power of legielation, and that it would gr~y abridge the peo
ple or their right should the representatives presume to make 
choice or a Governor [and] Lient.-Govemor to aet arid transact 
busineM independent of the people. 

"Second ; that you use your best iniluenee in OongreM to 
adopt euch a code of laws, whereby the liberty, property, and 
eTerything deat to the inhabitanfiil of this colony and America 
in general, shall be founded on a permanent basi&-& few of 
which laws, we humbly beg leave to suggest, might be made or 
enacted, viz. laws for establishing religion and literature 80 that 
ministen or the gospel may be supported, and BChools set up, 
which must have a tendency to promote -rirtue and good 
manners. 

"Third ; we think it would much eonduee to the happiness of 
tllis county, to have a eonrt of justice, as 1000 as may be, pro
perly organized, to take oogniunce or all criminal actions. At 
the 8&Dle time, we desire that men of character, integrity, know
ledge, and virtue, who belong to our own county, may suatain 
the offtees in such an imp<)rtant department. The ancient trial 
by jury we have a great veneration for. It ia a noble barrier 
against tyranny. In order that our future courts may be BliP
plied with grand jurore, we humbly requeat that the Honolll'B
ble Congreee would adopt the following method fur this county, 
viz. that each town through tbe oounty at their annual meetiJls8 
shall elect their proportion oC men who shall serve as grand 
jurors the ensuing year, and that their names shall be properly 
returned in the clerk's office, in order that the jury when so 
choeen may inform tbe advocatel who shall prosecute criminal 
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actions, of all misdemeanol'B in the county, pasaing within their 
knowledge. The petit jurol'B, in like manner, we wonld be glad 
might be chosen annually, and that their names being enrolled 
may be returned in the clerk's office, and when so returned may 
be drawn by lot for the service of the ensuing year. The gen
tlemen of the law (if they should be thought neceeeary) we 
hope may be men of integrity, learning, and ability. In a par
ticular manner we desire, and insist on it, that no fteeholdel'B or 
men of interest in a civil action on the fil'Bt proceas shall be 
apprehended by capio,a, but that they may be B1UDDloned a& 

cording to ancient mage ; excepting under certain circum
stances, when there is not a sufficiency of estate to answer debt 
and cost ; that constables as well as sheriffs may have power to 
serve all processes; that all deeds may be recorded by the town 
clerk in each toWD; that attorneys' fees and all other exorbi
tant fees may be lowered and reduced to the standard of justice. 

"Lastly ; we beg leave to suggest that, in our opinion, a fre
quent change of magistrate& tends to prevent corruption, and 
keep up that equality of mankind in which by nature we are 
all formed. Therefore, we humbly request we may be indulged 
in this particular. We desire that each town in this county 
may nominate their own justices, and that they may not be 
appointed without such nomination. That justice, religion, and 
virtue may prevail in this colony, and that peace and tran
quility may be restored through America, is the sincere desire 
of the committee of safety for Cumberland county."* 

Such were the terms in which were conveyed ideas, honol"
able both to those who suggested and to those who adopted 
them-ideas, which, in their execution, contemplated the e. 
tablishment of those principles which regulate communities 
and exalt nations. Another important topic discusSed on this 
occasion, was that relative to the right of the New Hamp
shire Grants to secede from New Y Ol"k. Several of the mem- 1 

ben, representing a large constituency, favored a union with 
Massachusetts. Owing to this cause, a letter addressed to 
the membel'B of the Provincial Congress was prepared on the 
21st of June, and the representatives of the county were 
desired to deliver it at New York. The views advanced in 
this communication were expressed in these words : 

* MS. recorda Cumberland Co. Com. Safety. In oouueotion with the propo
aitiona auggeeted by the oommittee of lllety and narrated in the ten, they aleo 
expr-ed a deaire that a oourt of Probate might be eatablilhed in the county. 

Digitized by Goog le 



l'l76.] i61 

" Upon the receipt of handbills from you, sent to us, purport
ing the expediency of instituting civil government according to 
the exigencies of the county, the major part of the people have 
agreed thereto, and have elected their delegates, and empow
ered them with their authority, to agree with you in forming a 
mode of government independent of the Crown, in the most 
mild, just, and equitable manner possible, for regulating their in
ternal police, and for the preservation of the rights, liberties, and 
property of the people. This power is subjected, nevertheless, 
to those regnlations, conditions, and restraints herewith trans
mitted you by the hands of the delegates of this county ; to all 
which they are, by their constituents in the premises, limited 
and restrained in such manner, that if they break over and vio
late those sacred instructions herewith sent you in behalf of us 
and our constituents, in matters of such infinite importance and 
delicacy, the county committee declare, in behalf of the free, 
patriotic people thereof, that they mean to, and hereby do 
reaolve, to reserve to themselves the full liberty of an absolute 
disavowance thereof, and of every clause, article, and para
graph of such an institution. 

"Also, it is hereby acceded to, and fully meant and intended 
by the good people of the county, that they, notwithstanding 
this compliance with the requisition of the said handbills above 
mentioned, so directed to us for the purposes aforesaid, have 
folly and absolutely reserved to themselves and their heirs, &c., 
the full liberty of pursuing their former petition in behalf of 
the people, prepared some years ago, and referred to the great 
and General Assembly of the ancient, ever respectable, and 
most patriotic government of the Massachusetts Bay province, 
that the whole district described in the said petition, may be 
hereafter reunited to that province ; and reserving to themselves 
aJso the right of offering their pleas, arguments, and proofs, in 
full, to effect a reunion thereof, to that ancient jurisdiction, for 
those important re880ns to be adduced when, where, and before 
whom the pa.rties concerned shall be admitted to offer the 
II&Dle." 

This letter was signed by James Clay, chairman of the com
mittee, and was attested by the clerk. As soon as the majority 
of the members had assented to it, Elkanah Day, John Bridg
man, and John Norton, entered their protest against the decla
rations and assertions which it embodied ; and when, shortly 
after, it was carried to New York, their names appeared among 
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the opposition. Both fL theee poductions, neither of them 
especially remarkable for beauty of expreasion or grammatical 
accuracy, were of great weight in regnlatiag the future conduct 
of· the Provincial Congreu, with respect to Cmnbedand acl 
Gloucester counties.* 

At another meeting of the eommittee, which commenced on 
the 28d of July and ended on the 26th, the attendance was not 
as great as on former occui0118. Eighteen delegates were pntoo 
sent from fifteen towna. Several qo.estiona rMpecDDg the well· 
being of the county were entertained. Some of them received 
final action. The further couaideration of othen was poetponed. 
In a case of bastardy which was reported to the committee, the 
defendant gave bonds in the sum of ~0 tx> answer the com .. 
plaint which would be made against him at the apirUion of 
a cel'ta.in specified time. One man who had beea arrested, 
charged with counterfeiting the colonial bills, W88 released. 
Another, who had been imprieoned for the same crime, "W88 

tried, and, although not declared guilty, the circumstance~ co. 
nected with the case were ordered to be published in "the ' 
gazette," and the prisoner was requiTed to discharge tb.e costa 
of the suit as the condition of his release. The words, "paid 
up," which appear at the foot of the record, are evidenoe that 
the prisoner was glad to escape on the terms prescribed. To a 
widow who sought to be avenged of her adversary, the com
mittee lent a willing ear and a helping hand. The doughty old 
soldier of Dummemton, Lieut. Spaulding, was. cited to answer 
"for his conduct in taking Col Wells by military foree, that 
mode of proceeding being contrary to the minds" of the com· 
mittee. Polite and valiant, his apologia~ were ample, and the 
complaint was dimrlseed. To enanre safety, a qmmtity of 
powder which had been lately received, was deposited in one 
of the jail rooms of the court house, and a sergeant and four 
privates were detailed to guard it by night, and a sergeant and 
two privates by day. That they might not want, "Necel!ll&l'Y 
vittling and half a pint of rum to Eaeh man once in twenty
four hoUI'II" were supplied. When a proportionate division of 
the powder was ordered, it wu aseertained that the share of the 
lower regiment was eleven hundred and ninety ponn~ and 
of the upper regiment, six hundred and ten pounds. t The deU. 

• Joarnal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 68'1 ; ii. 272. 
t From this atatement, it would seem that the committee of safety were ia 
~on of eighteen hundred pounda of gunpowder. The quantity ~~ppropriated 
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tion of apiea 81ld informers being regarded as especially desir
able, "the lltmoat pl"OtecDon" of the cemmittee waa promised 
to the p81'IOJ1 who should give information of " any criminal 
OOI'l'e8pGDdea.ce'' oarried on between any of the inhabitant~ of the 
county "and the King'a officers in the army at Canada." From 
the abstnet of the records of the county committee of safety 
which baa been given in the preceding pages, an idea may be 
formed of the powers which Wel"e lodged in that body ; powe1'8 
civil, military, legialative, exec11.tive, and judiciaL* 

At the commencement of the &eMion of the New York Pro
'fiMial Congress, on the 9th of July, Simon Stevens and John 
s.lona "W'We in attendance. They were afterwards joined by 
J088ph :Manh, and Cumberland county was for several months 
well represented in the Oongreea. During the remainder of the 
year, the meetings of the Congress were rotatory. Yielding to 
the necessity of the times, the members 81!8elDbled either at 
White Plains, "in the church at Harlem," at Kingsbridge, " at 
the house of Mr. Odell" on Philipse's Manor, or in the Episcopal 
or Dutch church at Fishkill, these being places which afforded 
the greatest facilities for the transaction of business, and at the 
ume time permitted communication with the American army. 
On the second day of the session, the title of the body was 
ehanged by a resolution, from that of "The Provincial Congress 
of the Colony of New York," to that of " The Convention of 
the Bepreaentativea of the State of New York." This alteration 
'WI8 adopted to prevent the recurrence of mistakes which had 
lllready been made by confounding the Oongret~~ of New York 
with the Congress of the United States. It was also significant 
ol the times, for the idea of subjection conveyed by the word 
eolony waa not to be found in the word state, and the dropping 
of the word provincial, removed whatever else there was in the 
Conner name suggestive of the supremacy of Great Britain. 

-Supplies of gunpowder had already been voted to Cumber
lad· aad Gloucester oounti.ee. For the purpoee of rendering 
their situation more secure, the Convention directed the com
missary, Peter T. CurteniliS, to deliver to John Sessions, three 

to~ eG11!1ty by the NewYorlr: P!o'rinoial Ooa~ Clll the 80th ol 
lane, 1'7'78, wuten burell, of cme !nmdred Uld8ftypounde .all, aDd to Gloaee~o 
ter COUDty, $1 the- -.lOll, ten barn1l of one h'IIDdred pounda -h. Under 
eWe oflulylOtb, 1'1'18, it 'lll'lllllltillted that Col Jlarah would eoany the pcnrcler 
to itB dtlltin&tioD, ,. 'fia Oolmeetlout river. "-.Jo11J'Dal N. Y. P!ov. OoJJ8., i. Ill, 6la. 

• liS. reoorda Cumb. Co. Com. Safety. 
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thousand pounds of lead for the 1l8e of the county of Gloucester, 
and four thousand five hundred pounds of the .same metal for 
the 1l8e of the county of Cumberland. Mr. Sessions waa desired 
to forward the lead to the general coJiu:nittees of the two coun
ties "in the most safe and expeditions manner," and the com
mittees were required "to attend carefully to the disposition" ot 
this supply among the militia for whose 1l8e it was intended.* 
Attention was then directed to the adoption of means for de
fending the northem and western portions of the state. Exposed 
to the inroads of the Indians, some of the inhabitants of the more 
distant sections of Albany county, and many of the inhabitant& 
of Tryon, Charlotte, Gloucester, Cumberland, Ulster, and Orange 
counties, had already removed into the interior, and others were 
preparing to change their place of residence as soon as they 
could select more secure localities. To prevent these removals, 
and to afford protection against the savages, the Convention re
solved, on the 23d of July, to raise ranging parties in the above 

• or the Vlllue of lead during the revolutlOD, and of the llleiMII which ...... 
sometimee resorted to, to procure it, some opinion may be formed from the 
annexed utracte, from the Journal of the New York Provincial Congreee: 

"March Z6th, 1'1'16. Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Prince be and he ia hereby 
au.thorized to employ proper mecho.niea for that pnrpo141, and to take the leeda 
om of the window- of the City Hall of this city, and &leo out of the Ell:eha~~p 
in this city of New York; to keep au. acoonnt of the weight of lead taken out 
of each building aepuately, that the weight of lead taken out of each may be 
known, and that Mr. Prince a.ue the aid lead to be delivered to Mr. Cnrt.eniw, 
or hia order." i. 884. 

"June ZVth, 1'1'16. Whereu, it hu been rtpreeent.ed to this CongreM that letld 
will speedily be wanted for the ue of the army in the defence of this city and 
Colony : Therefore, 

" Resolved, That Mall'l. Daniel Dnnsoombe and Samuel Prince be requeeted and 
authorbed, and they are and each of them re~pectively ia hereby autherUed, and 
empowered, and requ81ted to take to their Uliat.anoe moh penona u they may 
think proper, and forthwith t.e eauae all the lead of the windo'WI in this city, and 
&leo all the leaden weight., (except auoh amall weighte u are in ue in the oouree 
of trade,) to be oollected and delivered to Peter T. Cnrte:niwt, Eaqr., for the uee 
of this Colony, Wdng hia receipt Cor the aame ; that a partiGnlar aooount be kept 
of the lead taken out of each houae, in order that the reepective proprietor~ may 
receive oompenaation for the aame." i. 611. 

"July 11th, 1'1'111. Resolved, That the general committee of the oonnty of Tryon, 
be and they hereby ere authorized and requeated to employ proper penona to 
take the leaden waighta out of all the windowa in the aaid oonnty, and apply110 
much thereof u may be immediately neceeaary, to the ue of the militia oC the 
-.id oonnty; that an euot acoount be kept oC the quantity taken from each ho11111, 
to the end that payment may be hereafter made for the aame ; and that the laid 
CGIDIJlitt.ee do tranlmit an &eCOW1t thereo! to this Convention with all oonvlllien& 
ipeecL•LnL 
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named counties, ro acour the woods and expel the Indians who 
infested them. Cumberland and Gloucester were ordered to 
raise, together, two hundred and fifty-two men, "for the joint 
defence of ~th counties:" This force was to be divided into 
four companies, and each company was to consist of one captain, 
two lieutenants, three sergeants, three corporals, and fifty-four 
privates. The commissioned officers were to be nominated by 
the mutual consent of the committees of both counties, and it 
was recommended that they should be "persons of sober and 
active dispositions." The command of the companies was vested 
in a major, to be appointed by the Convention. This officer was 
required to "march to the relief of any of the neighboring conn
ties or states, npon a mutnal application from the county commit
tees of such respective counties or states, or upon an application 
from the continental ofiicer commanding in the northern depart
ment." A provision was, however, inserted, by which "the con
tinental officer'' was not permitted to order the companies beyond 
the limits of the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and Char
lotte. The pay of the oflice1'8 and privates was the same as that 
of the continental troops. A bounty of $25 was allowed to each 
non-commissioned officer and private "upon his passing muster."* 
In lieu of rations, a certain sum was paid, weekly, in the follow
ing ratio. To each -captain, 16s.; to each lieutenant, 14s.; and 
to each non-commissioned officer and private, lOs. The office1'8 
and privates were required to furnish themselves each, "with a 
good musket or firelock, powder-hom, bulletrpouch and toma
hawk, blanket and knapsack." Such were the more striking 
features in the organizJtion of the ranging companies, as after
wards established in the conn ties of Cumberland and Gloucester. 
The plan adopted for the other counties in the state, did not 
differ from that above detailed, except in a few unimportant 
particulars. On the day following the passage of these mea
sores, Joab Hoisington, of Windsor, on the recommendation 
of the membe1'8 from Cumberland county, was un~ously ap
pointed by the Convention to the office of" major of the rangers," 
and the secretary was ordered to prepare his commission. t 

• By a .ublequent reeolatioa, one hall of thia IIUDl w11 to be pUd " to e'f'ery 
able bodied man• who mould ~ muater ; the other hal( u lOOn .. " the 1Im 
muater roll of e'f'8ry company" mould be received by the Convention. For the 
payment of the fint half of the bounty, the IIUDl of .£1200 wu advaneed to the 
deputie. ol Cumberland oounty.--Journal N.Y. Prov. Cong., i. 1189, MO. 

t Ae the etyle of thia 00Jilllli8lion il 10111ewhat novel, a oopy of i' » here 
iDierted. 
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In consequence of this organization, the Convention ordered 
Mr. Curtenius to deliver to Messrs. Marsh, Stevens, and Sea
sione, " for the uae of the r&ngel'l and inhabitant:a" of Cumber
land and Gloucester counties, the supply of lead which had 
been previously allotted to these counties. The deputies were 
also supplied with two thousand flints, and the treasurer of the 
state was directed to advance the sum of seventy pounds to 
enable those gentlemen to transport the lead and flint:a to the 
counties for which they were intended. By the provisions of 
the militia bill, paued on the 22d of August, 1775,* the sixth 
brigade of the militia of the province comprised the counties 
of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester. For the conv~ · 
nience of all concerned, this brigade was divided and another 
arrangement was effected. The militia of Charlotte county 
were formed into one brigade, and the militia of Cumberland 
and Gloucester into another. Of the latter Jacob Bayley, of 
Newbury, was appointed brigadier-general, and Simon Stevena, 

"In Collftlltioa of the ~v• 
of the SW. of New York. 

"To Joab Hoiaingto~~o :&qr., Greeting: 
" Whereaa, thU Convention did on the 28d day of July inat.. direct and ord• 

the raising and embodying two h'lllldred and fifty-two men, oflloen includecl, ia 
the eo'lllltiee of Glouoeater and Cwnberland, for the Joint defeuee of both eo-. 
ties, and of the neighbolU'iDg eonnti• and State., to be dirided into four eam.,-. 
niee, to be 'llllder the command of • major: 

"Now, therefore, we, the repreaentativee of the State of New York, repoei.ng 
eepecial trut and confidence in your patriotism, martial valour, vigilance, conduct. 
and fidelity, do by theee p,_nta comtitote and appoint you to be major of th4 
said four companies of rangen, 10 to be raised 111 aforeeaid, for the defeaoe of .Ame
rican liberty, and for repelling every hoetile in·t'llaion thereof. Yo11 are, therefore, 
carefully and diligently to diecharge the duty of major by doing and perfol'IDiDc 
all manner of things thereunto belonging; and we do strictly charge and require 
all oftl.oen and soldiers 'llllder your oommand to be obedien~ to your ordan • 
major; and you are to obeerve and follow auoh orders ud direotio111 from t.ime ~ 
time 111 you thall receive from this or a fu~ure Convention of the State of New 
York, or the CongreM of the United Statee of America, or Commandel'-in-Chief 
for the t.ime being of the army of the United Statee of America, or any other, yov 
auperior oftlcen, according to the rules and diacipline of war, ill pal'IIIIADOe of the 
trust reposed in you. 

" This collllniesion to continue in foroe 'lllltil the end of the preeeu.t war, unle11 
eooner revoked by the ~ of the United State~ of A11utrieet er the Conveo
tion or Legialatore of the StMe of New York. 

" Dated at Wbite Plaiua, ill W eatcheeter co'llllty, the ~vth day of July, 
one tholii&Dd eeven h'lllldred and eenntyc 

-Journal N. Y. Prov. Oong., L NO, Ml . 
• See '""" p. ~g. 

"By order ol the Cou.1'entiGD." 
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of Springfield, major.* Although, on aeeount of their poverty, 
the inhabitants of Cumberland county were unable to give but 
little pecuniary assistance towards carrying on the war, yet the 
state of New York did not on this account withhold from them 
her aid. The return which they made by levies of men was, it 
is true, a partial recompense for the means of defence with 
which they were farniahed. But thero was wanting on their 
part the spirit of hearty co-operation, a spirit without which 
division is made certain and defeat invited.t 

AB soon as the resolutions of the Convention in regard to the 
ranging companies had been officially published, a joint meet
ing of the committees of Cumberland and Gloucester counties 
was notified for the purpose of nominating the commissioned 
officel'S. PU1'8uant to the notification, thirteen members of the 
two committees assembled at the town-house in Wmdaor on 
the 6th of August. In settling preliminaries, it was agreed that 
three of the captains and four of the lieutenants should be 
inhabitants of Cumberland county, and the remainder, one 
captain and four lieutenants, from Gloucester county. 'The ap
pointments from the former oounty having been made, it was 
thought best, on aeeount of the small attendance from Glou
cester county, to call aaother meeting before completing the list 
of officel'S. This sentiment was favorably· received, and a com
mittee of four from Cumberland county were instructed to 
co-operate with the general committee of Gloucester county in 
making the remaining nominations. In the COU1'8e of the fol
lo·wing week th~ business was completed, and return was made 
to Major Hoisington that he might obtain the necessary com
missions from the New York Convention.~ 

• The original MS. COIIIDllllion of Majot- Simon Bteveu, 18 now in the }IC*Son 
of the Hon. William M. Piugry. 

t Jomnal. N.Y. Prov. Coag., L !lUI, 619, 621, 688-UO, N8, 661, 662. 
~ Mueh diMatUfaetion llefiDI to have prevailed at the time u to the manner in 

which the meeting at Windlor wu eonducted. By the reoorda of the committee 
it appears that thirteen memben were prNeDt. Another aceount lltatee that ten 
only were preeent, of which number nine were from Cumberland, and one from 
Gloueelter OOUDty. Jams Clay, who wae chairman on the oecaeion, wu unwill 
ing to proceed with b.in-, not only on acoount of the smallne. of the attend
anee, but a'l10 on aocount of the ehor&o- of the time, .U daya, which had inter
nrned between the time ol notification and the time of meeting. Theee objee
tiOIIII were, however, overruled by Major Hoisington, who declared that a quo 
rum wu not neoeMal'J to traiiiiiGt the buain- for which they had -embled. 
The title of Major, it a evident, wu peculiarly 8atteriDg to the vanity of Hoi
lington. The power with which it iDTeeted him, namely, the direction of two 
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The dissatisfaction with the jurisdiction of New York, which 
on the western side of the Green mountains had again become 
prevalent, was now beginning to show itself in another quarter. 
At a meeting which had been held at Dorset, on the 24th of 
July, on which occasion :fifty-one delegates from thirty-five 
towns were present, a resolution had been p888ed, one member 
only diBBeDting therefrom, that " suitable applications" should 
be made to obtain the formation of tlle New Hampshire Grants 
" into a separate district." By another resolution, a committee 
had been appointed " to treat with the inhabitants on the east 
side the range," for the purpose of obtaining their consent to 
this project. An 8880ciation had been formed, expressive of 
the views of the mountaineers on the subject 9f the war, and 
an adjourned meeting had been agreed on.* 

When the committees of Own berland and Gloucester counties 
assembled at Windsor, on the 6th of August, 88 previously men
tioned, to nominate officers for the ranging companies, Heman 
Allen, Jonas Fay, and William Marsh, the Dorset committee, 
were also present. Various papers were read by them bearing 
upon the subject of a separate Jurisdiction ; the boundaries of a 
new state were described ; and the .approbatioll of the commit
tees was sought to the projects of the Dorset convention. In . 
hundred and fifty-two men, led him to utter maqy indiacJoeet worcD, ud to per
form not a few injudieioUII aetiona. When, on one oooaaion, he received ordere 
from General Gatea, to the efl'eet that Capt. Wait's aompuy, belonging tn the 
ranging eervioe, should guard the Crown Point road, which eztended from Con
necticut river to l:.ke Champlain, be replied, falaely, that the rangers were not 
raised for IUoh service, and, disregarding the order, wrote for hie men to march 
immediately to Newbury, where he wae then stationed. 

The names of the officers nominated to take the commud in the ranging ser
vice were read in the New York Convention on the 26th of September, 17'16, and 
were before the hoUIIe several daya. On the lOth of October oommieaiona were 
granted, and on the 28d the oftl.eere were " nrorn to the faithflll discharge" of 
their reapeetive dutiee.-MS. Recorda Cumb. Co. Com. Safety. :Mieeellaneoua Pa· 
-pel'll in office See. StateN. Y., Ulliv. 118'1; xuv. 811!; :arri. 191, 11011, 1108, 1112, 
·213, 218, 289. Joumal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 846, 84'1, 869, 869; iL 1114. See 
.Appendi:l:, containing a I..m ow 'l'llli CIVIL AD :Mu.rrnT Omcaa ow CmuiD.I..m> 
.lSD Gr.oliOaTD Coulrn:a. 

• The agreement entered into on thia ~on wu in theee words:-
" We, the mbeeribere, inhabituta of that district ollud commonly oalled and 

known by the name of the New Hampshire Granta, do voluntarily ud eolemnly 
engage under all the ti• held eaered among mankind, at the risk of our lives and 
fortunes, to defend by arms the United American Coloni• against the hoetile 
attempta of the British fleeta and armies, until the present unhappy controversy 
between the two oountri• ehall tie eettrled. "-JGIIU'IIal N. Y, Pro'\1', Oong., iL 811 
'MS. Reoorde of Cheete1: 
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support of the proposed measures Mr. Allen told Mr. Clay that 
he had consulted with several members of the Continental Con
gress who had recommended to him and his coadjutors to ascer
tain the feelings of the people concerning the formation of a new 
state. He also reminded him, that if the inhabitants of the 
" Grants" should accede to the form of government which would 
soon be adopted for the state of New York, they would have no 
opportunity to withdraw their support therefrom at a future day. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the views of those residing 
east of the Green mountains, upon the measures suggested by 
the committee from the Dorset convention, the people in each 
town were invited to assemble in town-meeting and express 
their opinion as to the course which they should deem it best 
to pursue. In Rockingham, on the 26th of August, the inha
bitants voted " to associate with the inhabitants of that district 
of land commonly called and known by the name ef the New 
Hampshire Grants." They also chose two delegates to attend 
the convention to be held at Dorset in the fall, and instructed 
them "to use their best influence" to obtain the passage of 
such resolves as would tend to establish the " Grants" as a 
separate and independent state. At " the fullest meeting ever 
known in Chester," held on the 2d of September, similar mea
sures were adopted, and the association which had been formed 
at the Dorset convention, was signed by forty-two of the inha
bitants. A like spirit pervaded many of the other towns in 
the two counties. In some, however, there were two parties, 
and in a few, as in Halifax, where the inhabitants voted not to 
send a delegate " to meet the Green Mountain Boys," no dis
position was shown to throw oft' the jurisdiction of New York. 

At the adjourned convention, which was held at Dorset on 
the 25th of September, representatives were present from both 
sides of the mountains. Loyalty to American principles, as 
embodied in the Revolution, animated the discussions which 
took place, and gave character to the measures which were 
proposed. Yet, while declaring their determination to support 
the general government of the United States, the members 
resolved that " no law or laws, direction or directions" from 
the state of New York would be accepted by them, or be 
regarded by them, as of the least weight or authority. The lit
tle leaven of dissatisfaction had worked its effect in silence, 
and the whole lump was fast becoming assimilated.* 

• MUcellaneo\11 Papers, in office Sec. StateN. Y., :ani 198, 19'1, 188. Jour-
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While the inhabitants of Cumberland county were thua wa
vering between duty and inclination, debates relative to the 
course which it was proper to .pursue towards them, occupied 
the time of the New York Convention. Major Hoisington 
having completed his enlistments for the rangers, sent the mus
ter-rolls to the Convention, with a request that the remainder 
of the bounty m011ey then due, together with an allowance for 
rations, and the wages for the first month, might be immedi
ately sent forward. Discll88ions ensued, which were finally cut 
short by a motion, offered on the 26th of September, to eomply 
with the Major's request. To such a coUl"Be it was objected 
that the Cumberland county committee of safety had, by their 
letter of the 21st of June previous,* " reserved or pretended to 
reserve to the people of that county a right of seceding from the 
government" of New York; that the state had "already been 
at great expense" for the county, and that further expenditures 
on its account ought not to be made until the jurisdiction of 
New York should be fully acknowledged by ita inhabitante. 
Messrs. Stevens Rnd Sessions were then asked whether, as 
representatives, they acknowledged the jurisdiction of the state 
over the county. Their answer was in the affirmative. The 
subject was resumed on the 21th, and the examination of the 
deputies was continued. In reply to the interrogatories of the 
Convention, they declared that they were elected by the people 
of the county at large, that the county· committee was formed 
by two members sent from each of the town committees, which 
town committees had been chosen long before the late election 
for deputies to represent the county in the state Convention 
had taken place ; that they were " very confident" the county 
committee had no directions or instructions from the people of 
the county to advance such sentiments as were contained in 
the letter of June 21st, or to make such declarations or reserva
tions as were therein mentioned, and that that document was 
prepared. in order "to prevent any division in the county, as 

- -&Ome few towns in the county were opposed to sending deputies 
to the Convention unless with such instructions." For his own 
part, Mr. Stevens stated that he had no particular instructions 
&om the people of his town ; that he believed the people of the 
other towns gave none ; that he conceived the credentials from 

nal N. Y. Prov. Cong., ii 811. Slade'e Vt. State Papera, pp. 66, 6'1. Doe. :W.. 
N. Y., iv. 928, 924 . 

• See .... pp. ll60, 161. 
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the county gave him "full and unrestrained power in forming 
a government," and that he did not consider himself bound to 
abide by the imposed instructions except in cases where they 
agreed with his own judgment. Mr. Seesions also declared 
that he should deem it his duty " to pay regard to his instruc
tions so far as to lay them before the House, anu obtain a com
pliance with them," in so far as they should "appear to be 
right and beneficial." In answer to another question, both 
gentlemen informed the Convention that they did not deem 
themselves required to follow the instructions, when, by pursu
ing such a course, injury might accrue to the state, or when a 
majority of the members might declare against the sentiments 
inculcated by them. At this stage of the proceedings the 
Convention were informed that the committee, who had been 
chosen on the 24th of August to report on the letter of J nne 
21st, had made no return, and that the greater part of the 
members of that committee were absent. William Duer, James 
Duane, Zephaniah Platt, John Sessions, and Simon Stevens were 
thereupon constituted a new committee, and the whole subject 
was referred to them, with a request that they would examine it 
thoroughly, and recommend " with all convenient speed" mea
sures consistent with the character of the state and the situa
tion of the county. To this committee John Jay was subse
quently added. 

A detailed history of the .course which had been pursued 
towards Cumberland county, in connection with the establish· 
ment of the ranging companies, occupied the first part of the 
report, which on the 4th of October was submitted to the Con· 
vention. The meaning of the letter of June 21st was also con
sidered, and objections were raised against paying the money 
demanded by Major Hoisington. In support of these objec
tions it was stated that there was no evidence from the muster· 
rolls, which had been returned, that the officers and privates 
therein mentioned, had furnished themselves with the accoutre
ments required, or that other preliminary matters had been 
legally arranged. The benefits which the state had bestowed 
upon the sparsely-settled county were then recited, and in con
tinuation of and enlargement upon this topic, the report pnr 
c:eeded in these words :-

" From this state of facts it appears to your committee that 
the former Congress, and present Convention, have manifested 
the most ready and cheerfUl disposition to protect the inhabi~ 
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ants of Cumberland, at the public expense, in common with 
their other constituents, and without the least partiality or die
tinction. That liberal supplies of men and money, and ammu
nition and warlike stores, according to the abilities of the state, 
have been granted them, as soon as their wants have been die
closed. That this committee neither know, nor have heard, of 
the least cause of complaint or uneasiness, that has been given 
to any of those inhabitants by this state, or any under its au
thority, during the present contest for our rights and liberties. 

"If under the former government individuals may have been 
injured, it ought to be remembered, that to rescue ourselves 
from the oppressions of that government, the United States of 
America, submitting to all the miseries of war, have asserted 
their independence. It is unquestionable that the jurisdiction 
of this state over the territory which now comprehends the 
county of Cumberland, is coeval with its first formation as a 
colony, under the Crown of Great Britain, and accordingly that 
county was erected, and hath been represented. Laws have 
been passed for its internal regulation, courta established, civil 
and military officers appointed, and many charters for lands 
and privileges confirmed, by the sole authority of New York. 
Your committee, therefore, conceive it to be the indispensable 
duty of this Convention to preserve and maintain their jurisdic
tion over the said county, by every wise, steady, and prudent 
measure in their power, at a time when this state is invaded 
and pressed by powerful armies, when our utmost exertions are 
necessary, and we are straining every nerve for the common 
cause of America, for the general defence of this state, and for 
the more immediate defence of the county of Cumberland. 

"At a time when every virtuous member of the community 
is loudly called upon to assist his bleeding country, and har
mony and mutual confidence are so essential to our preserva
tion, and to the success of the greatest and best of causee-at 
such an important and decisive conjuncture, your committee 
cannot but lament that any of the inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland should suffer themselves to be so far misguided as 
to assert a claim and principles subversive to all government, 
derogatory to the dignity, rights, and jurisdiction of this state, 
manifesting an unbecoming return for the assistance and p~ 
taction they have received out of the public treasury of their 
fellow-subjects at large, and implying a latent design, by a 
future separation from the state, to leave the whole burthen of 
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the present crnel and expensive war to be sustained by the 
rest of the community. If the extra?rdinary injunctions in the 
letter fioom their committee should be vindicated, it mnst follow 
that the form of government dictated by a party, from the best 
information, by no means the majority of the county, is to be 
adopted, however injurious to the general interest of this state, 
or disagreeable to other counties, and however unreasonable it 
might, on public debate, appear even to their own immediate 
representatives; and thus a single county is to control the whole 
state, prescribe it& constitution and government, and establish 
its laws on pain of separation. From a parity of reason every 
other county, and even district and town within this state, 
might arrogate the same power, and instead of producing order, 
security, and a wise and permanent government-the great and 
salutary purposes for which this free Convention was elected 
and assembled-anarchy and confusion must be the fatal result. 
Your committee are satisfied, however, that the letter does not 
convey the sentiment& of the majority of the good people of the 
county of Cumberland, and that the general committee will, 
npon cool reflection, be at no loes to perceive its want of respect 
to this Convention, and ita dangerous tendency not only to the 
state, but to the common cause of America ; and that after a 
deliberate revision they will cordially correct it, and give this 
Convention reasonable 88Burances of their attachment to ita 
jurisdiction, and of their intention to share ita ble88ings and 
misfortunes, its protection and ita burthens, like faithful and 
affectionate fellow-citizens. Such a course your committee 
earneStly recommends as the best and surest means of removing 
the uneasiness which a measure so unexampled has excited, 
and of promoting the most perfect harmony and good under
standing throughout every part of this state. In confidence, 
therefore, that a thinking and reasonable people must see that 
their own intel'est and preservation, as well as the safety of the 
state to which they belong, and the success of the great cause 
in which the whole continent is engaged, cannot but be weak
ened by dissension, and by countenancing the factious and self
interested, your committee are of opinion that the requisition 
of the commanding officer of the ranging companies of Cum
berland and Gloucester counties should be complied with, lest 
the good people of those counties, being disappointed of the aid 
and protection provided by this state, may suffer from the 
incursions of their enemies, before an explanation of the said 

18 
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letter can be obtained from the committee of Cumberland, and 
have, therefore, agreed to the following resolutions :-

" First: Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee 
that the sum of l6,412f, being the remaining part of the bounty 
money, and month's wages, and rations due to the officers and 
men of the four companies of rangers, raised and established 
for the immediate protection and defence of the counties of 
Cumberland and Gloneester, under the comma.nd of Major Joab 
Hoisington, be forthwith transmitted for their use. But inas
much as it does not appear, by the returns of the commanding 
officer or otherwise, that the men are equipped and furnished 
with arms or accoutrements, or that the officers have been 
qualified to make up their muster-rolls and returns agreeable 
to the directions of Convention ; 

" Second: Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that a committee from this Oonnntion be appointed to see 
that the said money is faithfully applied, agreeable to the esta
blishment of the said rangers ; for that purpose consulting with 
the general committee of the said CO\Ulties. That they be fur
ther authorized to call upon the commanding officer and other 
officers of the said rangers, and, if they shall find it necessary, 
to review the respective companies. That they be instructed 
to inquire into the temper of the inhabitants of the said county, 
and the grounds of any discontent which may prevail among 
the uninformed, or which may be encouraged by designing 
men, and use their endeavours to remove the same, and to frus
trate any attempt to sow the seeds of jealousy and disaffection. 
And, lastly, that they represent to the committee of the said 
county of Cumberland, the wisdom and propriety of a reviSion 
of the said letter, and of an unreserved submission of the said 
county to the j nrisdiction of this state, 80 that all cases of dis
trust may subside, and the harmony, which is 80 essential at 
this important conjuncture, may be fixed on the surest founda
tion."* 

By a subsequent resolution this report was accepted, and 
wu declared to be the act 9f the Convention. Mr. Sessions, 
one of the deputies, and John Taylor, of Albany county, were 
requested" to proceed to the county of Cumberland," and with 
Ool. Marsh, to form a committee to secure compliance with the 
resolutions which had been pas8ed. The treasurer of the state 
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was ordered to pay the sum demanded by Major Hoisington, 
and· t200 additional, to defray the expenses of the committee 
appointed to visit the county. At the same time the commis
sary of the Convention was instructed to deliver three thousand 
:flints to the deputies from Cumberland, two-thirds of the quan
tity being intended for the use of that county, and the remain
der for the use of Gloucester. On the 5th of October, Mr. Ste
vens, having obtained leave of absence for three weeks to visit 
his family, was added to the committee who had been chosen 
to carry into effect the late resolutions of the Convention. Five 
hundred copies of the resolutions were ordered to be printed, 
and distributed in the counties to which they particularly re
ferred, and in other parts of the state. To avoid mistakes, and 
to afford time for deliberation, the committee, who had reported 
upon the course which it was necessary to adopt towards Cum
berland county were, at the request of their chainnan, James 
Duane, allowed to sit again. Other applications made by Ma
jor Hoisington, in the course of the month, were received with 
favor, and satisfactorily answered. 

In conformity with his duties, the Major had taken post at 
Newbm-y, that he might be able to watch the movements of 
the Indians and Tories, and guard the northern frontier from 
their incursions. From his position he was enabled to send 
to Generals Gates and Schuyler information of a valuable 
character, obtained from spies and deserters. During the en
gagement on Lake Champlain between the British and American 
forces, in the month of October, when it was feared that an 
attack would in the end be made upon Ticonderoga, messengers 
were sent to the New York Convention with a request for 
immediate assistance. The committee of safety, who were in 
session during the recess of the Convention, appointed a large 
committee on the 19th, to co-operate with Gen. Schuyler in 
devising such measures as would ensure protection, and to this 
end, invested them with power to call out the whole or any 
part of the militia of th~ counties of Tryon, Charlotte, Cumber
land, Gloucester, and Albany. The summons to arms was 
answered with spirit. ·The assistance of the troops was not, 
however, required on this occasion, for Gen. Carleton did not 
advance north of Crown Point. Having reached this place, he 
remained there until the cold weather rendered a longer stay 
impracticable. He then re.embarked for Canada, leaving the 
reduction of Ticonde1'0ga unattempted. 
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Owing to the excitement prevailing in Cumberland county 
consequent upon the disturbances on the Lake, the committee 
who had been chosen to publish the resolutions of the Conven
tion, found it difficult to accomplish that task in a satisfactory 
manner. By the information of John Taylor, communicated 
on the 3d of November, it appeared that some of the people 
were in favor of the establishment of a new state, " some for 
joining New Hampshire, others .Massachusetts, many for re
maining under New York." Referring to this state of feeling, 
he remarked : " I endeavoured to dissuade them from persist
ing in such idle and delusive schemes, which would meet with 
the approbation of such only as were fond of changes." But as 
his arguments did not avail, he proceeded to evince his zeal by 
his acts. From the side of a tavern in .Marlborough he took 
down a notification of a town meeting, which had been called 
for the purpose of ascertaining the sentiments of the inhabitants 
respecting a revolt from New York. In giving an account of 
this affair on a subsequent occasion, he remarked with pleasant 
na'ivet~, or consummate impudence, "the inhabitants accused 
me of being guilty of a desperate mean act. They could not 
proceed to business for want of the notification, as the town 
clerk had no other minutes." His report, though neither accu
rate nor particular, presented a condition of affairs unfavorable 
to the continuation of the jurisdiction of' New York over the 
New Hampshire Grants.* 

Before the resolutions of the Convention concerning Cum
berland county had passed, James Clay, by the advice of CoL 
Williams, one of the former deputies, had issued circular letters 
containing a request that the people of each town would assem
ble and make known their intentions relative to the course they 
should pursue on the question of state jurisdiction, in order 
that their proceedings might be laid before the county com
mittee of safety at the next meeting. Written returns were 
received from a few towns; verbal messages from others ; but 
the majority did not deem it practicable to offer a reply. The 
greater part of the inhabitants of Hartford favored a separation 
from New York, but desired that an application to that effect 
should be made in the state Convention before the subject was 
brought before the Continental Congress. The particular sen-

• Journal N.Y. Prov. Cong., i. 68'1, 6~8, 667, 669-662, 6'16, &M: ii. ll'l. 
Williams'a Hiat.. Vt.., ii. 82-88. Mieeellan- Papere, in ot!loe Seo. StateN. Y .. 
Dll:'l". 148, I 49. 
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timent prevailing at this time was favorable to a peaceable 
revolt, if a revolt should be declared necessary to the well
being of the people. On the 5th of November, the county 
committee of safety 888embled at Westminster. When the 
meeting was declared organized on the 6th, there were present 
nineteen representatives from sixteen towns. The session was, 
in many respects, a stormy one. A few questions arising from 
the disagreement of individuals were equitably decided, and 
others were referred to a future occasion. A certain man who 
had deprived his neighbor of the use of a "run of water," was 
commanded to restore the privilege, and was reminded that no 
person had a right to deprive another " of that which God and 
N atnre" intended for the benefit of all. Complaint was made, 
and the fact was proved, that Solomon Phelps of Marlborough, , 
had made himself obnoxious to those engaged in administering 
the affairs of the county. In consequence of this, the county 
committee ordered the committee of safety for the town ot' 
Westminster, at which place Phelps was then visiting, "to 
take and convey him to y• committee of the next town, and so 
on till be is conveyed, as was the practise in times past, to his 
own home." Snch was the summary mode adopted by the early 
inhabitants of the " Grants," in dealing with those who, by 
misfortune or accident, manifested an unbecoming acerbity ot' 
disposition, or showed too little regard for the sentiments of the 
people or community with which they were connected. 

But the most important topic which occupied the attention 
of the committee was the letter of June 21st, which had been 
written by Charles Phelps, and which had proved especially 
obnoxious to the New York Convention. Those who were will
ing to remain under the jurisdiction of New York wished to 
withdraw it from the Convention ; those who were not dis
posed to acknowledge allegiance to that state regarded its senti
ments with favor, and were not disposed to recall it. When 
the question was taken, the motion to withdraw prevailed . 
.As soon as the result was made known the minority deter-
mined to resent this declared opposition to their wishes. They 
accordingly denounced the acts of the majority as repugnant to 
the resolves of the Continental Congress, and entered their pro
test against any further proceedings on the part of the county 
committee of safety as then constituted. Explanations followed 
close upon their declaration, and the bolters were at length 
induced to withdraw their protest, and sit again as membei'B of 
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the committee of safety. A committee were then chosen to 
take into consideration a proposition to recall the letter then 
before the Conv-ention, and substitute another in ita stead. Their 
report was in these words :-

"The committee appointed by this body, to take under consi
deration the expediency of the letter sent from this body to the 
Convention of the state of New York, dated June 21st, touching 
being laid to some other state, &c., &c., report :-that, whereas, 
the committee of the county of Cumberland have received a 
handbill from the Convention of the state of New York, direct
ing .this committee to withdraw a letter sent to them from this 
body, bearing date the 21st of June last-We, the committee 
as aforesaid, having taken the same under consideration, report: 
That said letter ought to be withdrawn, and that we, notwith
standing, ought to enjoy all the privileges that any county in 
this state enjoys, and that we hold it our right. to present to the 
Honourable the Provincial Convention of this state, a petition 
and remonstrance, setting forth those grievWicee that are the 
cause of the uneasiness that subsists among us, for their wise 
consideration and redress. And if, on proper deliberation, it 
may be thought proper a separation should be most conducive 
to the peace and happiness of this county, we do not preclude 
ourselves from the privilege of presenting our petition to the 
Honble the Continental Congress for their wise determination. 
We still mean to pay all due deference to the state of New 
York, and pay our proportion of the necessary charges of the 
state." 

This report was accepted, and having been embodied in the 
form of a letter, was sent to the New York Convention. An 
amicable arrangement having been thns effected, the commit
tee of safety was adjourned to reassemble on the first Tuesday 
of June, 1777, "and not sooner eJ;,cept on emergent call." So 
discordant were the elements of which the county was com
pot~ed, that it was found necessary to issue an " emergent call" 
early in the following month. In compliance with this call, 
the committee of safety convened at Brattleborough on the 2d 
of December. An attempt was then made to prepare a repre
sentation of the "broken situation" of the county. To such a 
coul'8e some of the members objected, and as the others were 
not disposed to yield, the objectors withdrew and broke up the 
meeting. The few who remained addressed a letter to the 
county representatives in the New York Convention, and de-
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sired them to lay before their colleagues such a description of 
the state of the county as the circumstances would warrant. 
This was the only business transacted, and the members retired 
without naming any time or place for another meeting. 

On the same day, the freeholders of Chester assembled in 
town meeting, and appointed Thomas Chandler to prepare a: 
memorial to be sent to the New York Convention, setting forth 
the sentiments of the majority of the inhabitants of that town 
respecting the manner in which the affairs of the county had 
been conducted ; and remonstrating against the propriety of 
allowing the representatives from Onmberland county to sit in 
Convention, when they had been chosen to that position by less 
than one-quarter of the votes of the people. The memorial 
was presented to the people a week later, and having been ap
proved of, the author of it was chosen to proffer it whenever a 
fitting opportunity should occur. 

In addition to the disaffection arising from troubles of a civil 
nature, discord began to prevail in the ranging companies of 
the two counties. Major Hoisington had demanded of the 
New York Convention certain wages which he declared were 
due his men. The payment of this claim was delayed, because 
it had been neither satisfactorily stated nor proved. Failing to 
receive their wages, the men were not easily prevailed upon to 
do duty, even when their aid was most needed. In this emer
gency Gen. Jacob Bayley, of Newbury, wrote, on the 20th of No
vember, to the committee who had been appointed to settle the 
difficulty with the rangers, in these terms: "If our rangers 
have not what was engaged them, viz. bounty, one month's 
pay, and billeting, we have no right to command them; and 
if that payment is not made, we must not expect them on any 
duty; and if General Gates, who doubtless stands in need of 
them, should call for them, he must be disappointed. Where 
the blame lies I cannot say. However, it is my opinion that 
the Major be paid according to his rolls, if authentic; after
wards he may be called to account, if he has been faulty. 
Otherwise, the whole had better now be dropped; better now 
than when one or two months' more time is spent to no purpose." 

The prospect that the county would much longer remain, of 
its own accord, a part of the state of New York, was every day 
becoming more and more uncertain. At the close of the year 
1776, the disaffection had bee:ome so general that many of the 
principal men were ready to announce their secession, and join 

Digitized by Coogle 



280 HISTORY OF EASTERN VERlrlONT. [1776. 

in forming a free and independent state, to include the whole 
of the New Hampshire Grants lying between Connecticut river 
and Lake Champlain.* 

• :Miacellaneoll8 Papen, in ofBce Bee. State N. Y., :axvl. 1111-lH. lllt-186 
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TBB J'OBJUTIOliT 011' THE STA.TB O'B VEB.JWJIT. 

DiMifeotion of the lnhabitanta of the " Granta" towards New York-The Range~~~ 
-The Westminster Convention-" New Connecticut, aliM Vermont"-Report 
on the condition of Cumberland and Gloucester counti-.Appeal to Congreee 
-Eft'orta to obtain the Services of the Rangel'll in behalf of the State of New 
York-Col William W~'e opinion-Attempte of John s-ione to eetabliah 
peeceful Relatio-Letter of Bayley, Clay, and s-io-coiiiDlileiontra ap
pointed by New York to take charge of the Property of thoee who had left the 
State-New York adopte a State Conetitution-Powel'll of the Committeee of 
Safety enlarged-The fil'llt State Election ordered in New York-Meeting of the 
.Frienda of New York in Brattleborough-Tbeir Report-Reeolutione of the 
New York Convention therecn-.Meetinge of the Cumberland county Committee 
of Safety-Their "True Repreeentation"-&nitary .Meaeuree-Adoption of the 
Conetitution of V ermont-Congreee refuaee to countenance the Proceedinge of 
the New State-The Rangel'8 Cll'dered to Kingeton-They Refuee to Obey
Chades Phelpe attempte to procure Anna ftoom MIIIII&Chueett&-HU Petition and 
the Reply-Alarm at the expected Approach of Burgoyne-Burgoyne's Instruc
tions to Baum-The Victory at Bennington-The increaeing powerofVermont 
-George Clinton elected Governor of New York-Action of the Cumberland 
county Committee of Safety-Charles Phelpe'e etatement of the right af M ... -
ehueetta to a Portion of the Territory of the State of Vermont. 

JrL.Ny there were, in the state of New York, who would have 
gladly denied the existence of any alienation between that go
vernment and the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants 
had not the fact of such an alienation been too clear to admit 
of a doubt. ,An occasional forced admission, by the former 
government, of the real condition of affairs, was also significant 
of the pains which were generally used by one of the parties to 
conceal it. Near the close of the year 1776, Washington ordered 
Gen. Heath " to march to the grand army on the banks of the 
Delaware, with the troops under his command." In the recess of 
theN ew York Convention, the state committee of safety informed 
his Excellency, that it would be unsafe to comply with his requi
sition, and advised some other course. In their letter to him, 
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dated January lat, 1777,'containing these suggestions, they said : 
"On this occasion, we beg leave to lay before your Excellency 
the true situation of this state. It formerly consisted of four
teen oounties, of which five, and a part of the sixth, are in poe
session of the enemy, and a considerable part of the inhabitants 
of the counties of Gloucester, Cumberland, and Charlotte, ap
pear determined to shake off their dependence upon us, so that 
above one half is lost; of the remainder, a considerable propor
tion is disaffected, and. ready :upon • favorable opportunity to 
join the enemy." Such was the light in which even the most 
sanguine wel'e oompelledto. view. the situation of the "Grants." 

Notwithstanding these disheartening prospects, the wants of 
the counties of Cumberland and Gloucester were still supplied, 
to a certain extent, by the state of New York. The four rang
ing companies, whose aid had not proved as effectual as many 
had supposed it would prove, clamored loudly for their wages, 
although they were almost forced to confess that they had not 
earned them. Their major, Joab Hoisington, had journeyed to 
Fishkill, where the state committee of safety were in session, to 
obtain a settlement for them. This he partially effected, but 
being detained beyond the time fixed for his absence, he was 
forced, on the 11th of January, to apply to the committee for 
funds to enable him to return. His request was granted, and 
wages were paid him on account of services rendered, and to be 
rendered by him in his official station. A resolution was also 
passed on the 14th, by which the Convention agreed to lend to 
the county of Cumberland " a anm not exceeding £300," on 
certain just and easy terms. Owing to the neglect of the com
mittee of Cumberland county to furnish their representatives 
with money, Sessions and Stevens applied to the Convention for 
the wages due them for their services rendered as members of 
that body. In answer to this request, £70 were advanced to 
them, and they were requested to account for that amount to 
the county committee, who were directed to consider it as a part 
of the £300 loaned by the Convention to the county.* 

While New York .was endeavoring to bind the wavering 
counties to herself by acts of kindness, they were striving openly 
and in secret to effect a separation. On the 15th of January; 
an adjourned meeting of the convention of the "Grants" which 
had assembled at Dorset in September of the previous year, 
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was held at Westminster. By a ~port made on that occasion, 
it appeared that more than three-fourths of the people of Cum
berland and Gloucester counties, who had acted upon the sub
ject, were in favor of a new state. The rest were viewed as 
neutrals. On the west side of the mountains whe~ the project 
had made most head, separation from New York was not only 
regarded as necessary, but inevitable. A committee appointed 
to prepare a report expressive of the views of the convention, 
presented the result of their deliberations, in the form of a decla
ration of rights and independence. The statements and avowals 
which it comprised, were adopted unanimously, and the district 
of territory, known as the New Hampshire Grants, was pro
claimed a separate and independent state, and was called " NEW 
CoNNEOTI<1UT aliaa VERMONT." An account of these proceedings 
was transmitted to the Continental Congress, accompanied by 
a prayer that the declaration of the people might be received, 
and New Connecticut ranked "among the free. and independent 
American atates, and delegates therefrom admitted to seats in 
the grand Continental Congress."* 

While measures like these were engaging the attention of 
the inhabitants of the new &tate, the New York state committee 
of safety were engaged in devising means to stop the revolt, 
and bring back the disaffected to their allegiance. The gentle
men appointed to visit the two river counties and inquire into 
their condition having returned,.had announced their readiness 
to submit the result of their investigations. A hearing was 
granted them on Saturday, the 18th of January, and while 
their chairman W88 reading the report they had prepared, the 
Cumberland deputies listened in silence and with sorrow to the 
accounts which they too well knew were true in each particu
lar. The arguments which had been made use of by the Green 
Mountain Boys to swerve their ultra-montane brethren from 
the path of duty were detailed at length, and although some of 
them were baseleaa, many were so specious as to call for a good 
share of discrimination to detect their fallaciousness, while 

• The convention, after sitting from the 16th to the liM of January, adjourned 
~o meet at Windaor on the firet W edneeday In June following. There appeal'll 
boweTer, to have been a meeting intermediate. A eall 'Willi ilned on the 80th 
of Japuary by Nathan Clark, for a OODl'&tioa at. Donat, and by the recorda of 
the town of Chester, it eeet1111 that Lieut. Jabez Sargeant , .. choeen on the 18th 
of February, to attend the special eonventi011, and aot " for the good of the &tate 
of New Connecticut, and for the town of Cha.ter, according to the belt of hia 1lJlo 
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others were sound and conclusive. When the reading was 
:finished, every member then present, and " every member in 
the neighbourhood" to whom notice could be sent, were directed 
to attend on the Monday following for the purpose of p888ing 
upon the report. At the appointed time the subject were dis-
cussed at length, and an appeal to Congress was decided upon 
as the inceptive step in whatever proceedings might follow. 
That the matter might be placed in its proper light, Congreea 
were informed that, at the commencement of the struggle for 
American liberty then in progress, the inhabitants of Oumbel"
land and Gloucester counties had "in general" submitted to 
the jurisdiction of New York, obtained grants and confirmation 
charters from that state, and been ruled by magistrates of her 
appointment; that " a spirit of defection and revolt" had lately 
been extended to those counties, "through the arts and misze. 
presentations of certain people inhabiting the county of Char
lotte, distinguishing themselves by the name of Green Mountain 
Boys, and their emissaries ;" that the Congress and Convention 
of New York had hitherto viewed " the effects of this danger
ous insurrection with silent concern, being restrained from giv
ing it a suitable opposition, by the apprehension that it might, 
at so critical a juncture," weaken their exertions in the com
mon cause ; that the insurgents from Charlotte county had 
incited many of the inhabitants of Cumberland and Gloucester 
to unite with them in asserting a separate independence, in 
holding a separate convention, and in " framing a petition to 
t~e Honourable Congress for its sanction and approbation of 
this unprovoked revolt;" that the loss of so valuable a terri
tory, whose people during the present war had received "libe
ral allowances out of the public treasury" of the state, would 
not only burden those remaining with enormous debts, but 
would, at every future period, afford an excuse for othel'B who 
might wish to deny the jurisdiction of the state, and set her 
authority at defiance; and finally, that it had become abso
lutely necessary that "proper and vigorous means should be 
forthwith exerted" for vindicating the rights of the Convention 
of the state of New York. In view of these considerations and 
others as potent, the committee resolved that a proper applica
tion should be immediately made to the Congress of the United 
States, to whose justice the " insurgents" had appealed, request;. 
ing them to interpose their authority, and recommend to the " in
surgents" a peaceful submission to the jurisdiction of New York. 
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In accordance with these views, a letter was dispatched to 
the president of Congress, embodying an epitomized account 
of the sentiments of the committe~ and inclosing the resolve 
which had been p88Bed and the preambulatory remarks con
nected with it. Notwithstanding this appeal, confidence in the 
revolting counties had not entirely disappeared. On the 21st 
of January a resolution was p88Bed ordering an application to 
be made to some of the counties in the state, for blankets and 
stockings for the army; and Cumberland, Gloucester, and Char
lotte were included among the counties from which relief was 
to be sought. A few weeks later, when the position of Ticon
deroga was considered perilous on account of the smallness of 
the force to whose care it was intrusted, Gen. Schuyler was 
empowered, on the 9th of February, to dispatch one-fifth part 
of the militia of several of the counties of the state, among 
which counties were the three mentioned abov&-to reinforce 
the garrison at that post. 

Owing to reasons of policy, the resolutions and letter of the 
20th of January were not immediately transmitted to Congress. 
All hopes that a decided change would take place in the senti
ments of the majority of the inhabitants of the " Grants" hav
ing failed, the state committee resolved, on the 1st of March, to 
present their appeal to CongreBB without further delay. With 
the letter which had been already prepared another was sent, 
in which were detailed several facts which had lately trans
pired. One paragraph in this communication was in these 
words : ''The Congress may be aSBured that the spirit of defec
tion, notwithstanding all the arts and violence of the seducers, 
is by no means general. The county of Gloucester, and a very 
great part both of Cumberland and Charlotte counties, continue 
steadfast in their allegiance to this government." In support 
of this declaration as regarded the first named county, reference 
was made to a letter, inclosed, from Brigadier-General Bayley, 
and in proof of the rest of the statement, it was affirmed that 
Cumberland and Charlotte were still represented in the New 
York Convention, and that "out of eighty members who were 
expected to have attended the mock convention of the deluded 
subjects" of New York, twenty only were present.* Intrusted 

• The number of delegates in attendance at the eonvention held at W estmin
llter on the 16th of January, 1777, and referred to in the te:rl, was twenty-four. 
Three to1n111 expreaeed their approbation of ita meaauree by letter.-8lade'a Vt. 
Stllte Papers, p. 68. 
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with these documents, a messenger was dispatched to Con
gress.* 

The death of J oab Hoisington, which took place early in the 
year, left the rangers without a commander. The conduct of 
these soldiers, from the first, seems to have given but little satis
faction. In a letter to Gen. Schuyler of the Mth of February, 
CoL Bedel declared that they had not done three days' duty 
since they were enlisted, and other accounts, though not so dis
paraging, were in no instance complimentary. Being now 
wholly unemployed, although they had been engaged to serve 
during the war, Gen. Schuyler proposed to the Convention that 
they should be located where they could render some aasietanee. 
"I apprehend," wrote he on the 4th of March, "there will be 
occasion of their service as scouts to be employed on the head 
of the river St. Francis, and although I have no immediate 
power from Congress to engage any troops for that purpoae, I 
shall nevertheless venture on the measure if Convention should 
think proper to direct that they should ·be put under my com
mand as Continental troops; in which case the Continental 
bounty will be allowed to OonventWa to replace what it may 
have advanced them." This communication; and another dated 
the 6th of March, on the same subject from Gen. Bayley, were 
read in Convention and committed to Charles De ·Witt, Simon 
Stevens, and Leonard Gansevoort. A report was prepared by 
these gentlemen, advising the adoption of certain measnret. 
Their propositions were read· on the 11th of March, but were 
not received with favor, and the ·whole matter was recommit. 
ted, James Duane and John Taylor· having been added to the 
committee. 

A second report was submitted on the 15th, which declared, 
that, owing to the present state of Gloucester and Cumberland 
counties, the rangers raised under the command of the late 
Major Joab Hoisington, ought to be continued in serviee, pro
vided they would agree to be employed "for the support of the 
common cause of America," in such manner as the Convention 
or a future Legislature of the state liliould think proper. If an 
understanding of this nature could be· effected, the committee 
recommended that the companies should be mustered by com
missioners appointed for that purpose, and such soldiers as might 
be willing to serve as before, should subscribe an enlleting roll 

• JOlll'llal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. '175-'180, 800, 810, 8Sl. Slade'e Vt. State P• 
per~, pp. 78-75. Doo. Hiat. N.Y., iv. 1125-980. 
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to that eft'ect. They further advised that the COIDDllS8loners 
should thereupon appoint one lieutenant for every thirty men, 
and one captain for every two lieutenants; and that such of the 
soldiers as should refuse to serve, should be discharged, having 
first received one-half of the bounty which had been voted by 
the Convention to such as should engage to serve during the 
war, together with "pay and suhaistence" for the time they had 
been employed. They recommended the appointment of Gen. 
Jacob Bayley, John Seseiona, and James Clay as commissioners, 
not only for the purpose aforesaid, but also to examine into and 
state the SUIDB due to the officers and privates of the ranging 
companies according to theu actual services. For their trouble 
and expellBeB while actually employed in this bnsiness, they 
were to be paid two dollars eaoh, .Jl'll' ~ The consideration 
of this report, in consequence of it» connection with some other 
topics which had not been fully d.iscUBBed, was postponed. 
When it again came before the Convention on the 17th, it was, 
on the motion of Gouverneur Morris, a second time recommitted. 
When, on the 18th, final action was had, no alterations were 
made in the prQPOaitions above stated. 

In accordance with the resolve of the 9th of February, Col. 
William Williams of Wilmington had received orders both from 
Gen. Schuyler and the Convention to enlist every fifth man in 
the lower regiment of the militia of Cumberland county for the 
purpose of assisting. in the reinforcement of Ticonderoga. He 
immediately undertook the task which had been assigned him, 
but the spirit of defection had spread so far, that he met with 
but little success. "I find," he wrote . on the 13th of April, 
"that in general the men are aven~e to go out under the state of 
New York, neither do I think it possible for me to raise any 
men. They are ready to go out under the notion of New Hamp
shire Grants, or a new state; but for my own part I am willing 
to serve under York until the matter can be decided by the 
Continental Congress." Similar orders were transmitted to Col 
Joseph Marsh, the commandant of the upper regiment in the 
county. His exertions were followed by more favorable results, 
for he had the good fortune to succeed in collecting his men ' 
and in marching them to the place to which they had been 
ordered. The commissioners who had been chosen to settle 
with the rangers, dispatched the business with commendable 
diligence. In communicating an account of their transactions 
to the Convention, on the 21st of April, John Sessiona, the chair-
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man, signified his regret that all the negotiations which had 
been had, concerning the rangers, had been attended with 
"such perplexity and cost," and expressed a hope that more 
care would be taken in the future to avoid mistakes and pre
vent misunderstandings. He recommended the appointment 
of a paymaster and commissary, for the companies which should 
be continued in the service, and proposed Gen. Bayley for 
those offices. He also advised, in case the General should re
ceive the appointments, that he should be further empowered to 
correspond with the commanding officer in the northern depart
ment, and in that way act as director of the rangers of Dumber
land and Gloucester counties. He further declared that the 
situation of his own and the country's affairs, rendered it almost 
impracticable for him to attend as a deputy in the Convention. 
At the same time he asserted his loyalty to the state of New 
York, and his displeasure at the course which many of his 
friends were pursuing. Referring to the attempt to establish 
the state of New Connecticut or Vermont, he said, "I hope if 
prudent measures are taken this new-fangled scheme will, like 
the house of Saul, wax weaker and weaker. I ardently wish 
that some decisive measures might be taken that the sword of 
justice and sceptre of mercy may be properly exercised." In 
the same reasonable temper, he remarked that he had no dis
position to extenuate the faults of those who manifested such 
contempt for the authority of New York. He desired that 
every obstacle with ~pect to the title of lands might be re
moved, and expressed the wishes of the more moderate inhabit
ants of the county, when he indirectly recommended the abo
lishment of quit rents, and advised the substitution of a land 
tax in their place. 

A joint letter was prepared on the 2d of May, by Bayley, 
Clay, and Sessions, the commissioners for settling with the ran
gers. In this communication, the Convention were informed of 
the course which had been pursued in investigating and wiping 
out the old accounts. The formation of a company mustering 
one hundred and fifty-two men, to be divided according to the 
plan previously suggested, was announced as the result of the 
efforts which had been made to secure re-enlistments. A pro
position was made that these soldiers should be employed as 
scouts and messengers between Connecticut river, Ticonderoga, 
and Canada, and that they should be paid according to the rules 
of the Continental service. This communication having been 
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read in Convention, was referred to a committee, wlto, after due 
deliberation, reported the accounts therein stated correct. Con
formable to this report, the treasurer of the state was directed 
to pay to the commissioiKlrs, the sum of i13,430, and take 
a receipt for that amount from the messenger who bad been 
deputized by tbe commissioners to receive the money. Upon 
the suggestions regarding the method of employing the new 
troops, no action WBS taken.* 

While endeavoring to regulate the militia, the Convention had 
not neglected to attend to the general welfare of Ctnnberland 
county. In every part of New York, as in the other states, many 
who bad joined the enemy, had left their p088essions in such a 
eondition as to render them liable to waste, or to be employed 
for purposes unfriendly to the cause of liberty. To prevent 
these results, commissioners were appointed, on the 6th of March, 
in eYery county, to take into their custody "all the personal 
property" of per1<ms answering to the above description, and 
ae1l it at public vendue after ten or more days' notice. An 
account of each sale was to be left 1tith the treasurer of the 
state, 88 were also the net proceeds and snch moneys as might 
be found. The whole was to be paid to the respective owners, 
at some future time, or disposed of, at the discretion of the Le
gislature of tho state. Strict directions, however, were given 
thst the families of persons who had joined ~ enemy, should 
be allO\Ved to retain their apparel, neceasary household furni
ture, and as much provisions 88 would be snfficient to maintain 
them for three months. James Clay, Amos Robertson, and 
Israel Smith, were chosen commissioners for Cnm berland coun
ty; but the appointment of commissioners for Gloucester county 
was deferred, until the names of pen~ons fitted for the trust could 
be obtained. t By a resolution paseed on the 21st of .March, the 
oommissionen were authorized, in case of a refusal to deliver 
up property over which their office gave them jurisdiction, to 
apply to the committee of the county or district in which they 
might meet with opposition, for such aid 88 should be judged 
necessary to enable them to perform their duty. 

• .J01D'DAI N. Y. ProT. Cong., i. Bill, 881, 88'1, 88g, U1, WT, gl&: iL 4~, 
4.11, .a1, <l'l&, f'l'l. MS. Letter CoL J. Bedel \o Gen. Philip Schuyler, da&ed Feb. 
S4da, J'1'17. 

t By the ad'rioe of CoL J1100b Bayley, the Convention-on the 2d ollrlay, 1'1'1'1 
appointed Col Peter OJoott, Col J1100b Kent, and Maj. Iarael Bmith, OOdiiJillioD • 
.. for Gto-ter ooaDty.-.JOiirullf. Y. Prov. OeDg., i. g()'1: iL fg& fgg, 
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One of the most important measures of the Convention, during 
the year, was the adoption of a state constitution. This event 
took place on the 20th of April. It would, of course, be out of 
place in this connection, to present a detailed account, or even 
an epitome, of this most " venerable monument of the wisdom 
of our high-minded ancestors." Let it be sufficient to say, that 
such men as John Jay and Gouverneur Morris were its found
ers, and that it continued to guide and govern the people of 
:New York until the year 1821, when a new system was adopt
ed. By its provisions, the supreme legislative power was vested 
in an Assembly and a Senate. In the former body, Cumber
land county was allowed a representation of three members and 
Gloucester two. The state was divided into four senatorial dis
tricts ; and of these the eastern district comprised the counties 
of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester, and was permitted to 
elect three of the twenty-four state senators. 

D ntil the new constitution should take effect, the Convention 
were willing to increase the powers and dignify the character 
of the committees of safety, who had acted so important a part 
in regulating the affairs of the districts, counties, or towns over 
which they bore rnle. To this end, they passed a recommenda
tion, on the 21st of April, counselling all the committees in the 
state " to ur;e their utmost endeavors to apprehend, secure, and 
otherwise, according to their discretion, dispose of all such per
sons" as they might deem inimical or dangerons to the state. 
As the time for which the committees were appointed to serve 
wonld soon expire, the Convention adopted a resolution, on the 
5th of May, calling on the inhabitants of the state to choose 
" active, spirited, and discreet" persons to act as committee 
men, and to continue in that service until the 1st of the follow
ing October. "Although," said they in the ha!l.dbill which was 
circulated throughout the state, " although the office of a mem
ber of any of the said committees is extremely painful and labo
rious, yet, as the service will probably expire before the said 
day, it is most earnestly recommended to the good subjects of 
this state, cheerfully to undertake, and vigilantly to execute, the 
said office; more especially, as the last hope of our dispirited 
foe~ is now grounded upon those intestine divisions which they 
so assiduously labor to promote, by the assistance of which they 
expect to accumulate greater evils upon a country which t~ey 
cannot subdue, and without which all their diabolical designs 
must- prove utterly abortive." Special powers were given tc 
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some of the committees. Those of Albany, Tryon, Chulotte, 
Cumberland, Gloucester, Ulster, and Orange counties, were re
quested and authorised "to take the most effectual measures to 
prevent, suppress, and quell all insurrections, revolts, and disaf
fection within their respective counties," and were also empow
ered to call out the militia to aid them in destroying or securing 
any who might be found in arms against the state. 

At the same time measures were taken by the state to main
tain the monetary affairs of Cumberland and Gloucester coun
ties, and an attempt was made to exert a more direct infiuence 
upon the people by appointing to such offices as the state 
government was empowered to fill men who were friendly to 
its interests and designs. At the request of Simon Stevens, one 
of the deputies from Cumberland county, the Couvention, on 
the 3d of May, ordered the state treasurer to accommod"-te him 
with the sum of £60, and render the charge to his constituents. 
This circumstance showed that confidence was still reposed in 
the honor of the county, although ita loyalty was, to all appear
ances, irrevocably lost. On the 5th of May, Paul Spooner was 

·chosen by the Convention, sheriff of Cumberland county, and in 
conjunction with other sheriffs in the state, was ordered to qua-
li(v himself without delay, and give public notice in hia baili
wick of the time, place, and manner of the first state election, 
and of the offices which were to be filled.* The places desig
nated for holding the election in Cumberland county, were the 
house of Seth Smith in Brattleborough, the house of Luke 
Knowlton in New Fane, the Court-house in Westminster, the 
house of Jonathan Tarbell in Chester, the Town~house in Wind
sor, and the house of Col. Joseph Marsh in Hertford. Writs of 
dedimus potutatem were issued to John Sessions and John 
Stevens, to enable them to qualify the county officers of Cum
berland county ; and the same authority was given to Brig.-Gen. 
Bayley, to be exercised in the county ofGloucester.t 

::Ycantime,those who continued favorable to the government of 
X ew York were striving to stem the opposition which surround
ed them on every side. In Brattleborough, they were more 

• Spooner declined the appointment 11000 after it had been given him, and the 
Convention were informed of hie refueal in a letter which he wrote them, and 
'Which wu pre~ented on the 16th of July, 1 77'1, by Col Eleazer Pattereon of HiDI
dale, now V ernon.-Journal N'. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 9911. 

t Jonrnal N.Y. Prov. Cong., i. 826, 846, 892, 898, 910, 912, 1117, 1118, 1186, 987. 
Dunlap's Hilt. N. Y., ii. 130. Handbill iiiUed "In Convention of the Repreeenta
tivee ofthe state of New York, nt King!ton, May 6, 1777." Pingry MSS. 

Digitized bvGoogle 



299 HISTORY OJ BASTEBJI VEBKONT. [1777. 

numerous than the Vermont adherents, and were not afraid 
to act aa their convictions dictated. At one of their meet
ings held in that town, on the 22d of April, they declared that, 
as they had always owed allegiance to the state of New York, 
so they would continue to pay that allegiance, and would 
strictly adhere to such directions as might be sent from. the 
Convention of that state. To express these views to the New 
York Convention, Israel Smith W81 ch()Sen agent for the town, 
and his instructions, dated the 25th of April, pointed out to him 
the manner in which he should fulfil his commission. He was 
especially directed to inform the Convention, that, at the meet
ing held at Westminster on the 15th of January previous, not 
one half the towns in Cumberland county were represented ; 
that all the people in Brattleborough w~re loyal to the state of 
New York, and considered themselves in duty bound to execute 
all orders of the state and Continental Congress; and that, in 
the opinion of many, these were the sentiments of the majority 
of the property holders in the county. He was alJo inetructed 
to say, that the spirit of fac"tion was so rife that it W8l dangerous 
to speak against a new state, and that the difficulties prevalent 
in the county, were neither few nor unimportant. These instrue
tiom were signed by Obadiah Wells, Seth Smith, S&m.t~el War
riner, James Blakeslee, and John Griffin. 

On his appearance in Convention, on the 6th of lfay, the 
papers with which he had been intrnsted were read and com
mitted to GoU'Verneur Morris and Simon Stevena. In his con
ferences with these gentlemen, he informed them more particu.
·Iarly of the condition of the town which he representled, and, in 
a general way, of the affairs of the county. The report of the 
committee was divided into two parts; the fi.ntt part having 
reference to those inconveniences which obtained equally in the 
.counties of Cumberland, Gloueester, and Charlotte, arising from 
the uncertainty or defect of land titles, distance from the seat of 
govel'DIDent, and the exaction ~ heavy quit rents; and the 
8eCODd part relating to the disadvantages suffered by the people 
of Brattleborough on account of their steady attachment to New 
york. In the latter portion or the report, the committee, in 
confonnity with the information given them by Yr. Smith, and 
obtained from other reliable sources, declared that the inhabit
ants of Brattleborough had, on account of their "unwearied op
position" to the independence of Vennont as a separate state, 
and their allegiance to New York, become odious to some of 
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their neighbors; that, owing to the indolence or disaffection of 
their militia officers, they were not in a position to exert them
selves against the eommon enemy, although willing to aid, should 
their servioea be required; that they were in want of arms to 
reduce the tories to snbjection ; and that, although they were 
Feady to join in new and spirited measures against the Tories, 
yet it was feared that it would be impossible to collect a county 
committee to carry such measures into execution. 

In view of this representation, and of the general condition of 
the state, the committee :reported on the lOth, that it would be 
utterly impracticable to furnish the inhabitants of Brattlebo
roggh with 8l1I1B; and that the odium they had incurred from 
their attachment to New York, could not be removed except 
by a change in the opinions of thOke who favored the new 
&tate-a change which the committee imagined would take place 
18 soon as those who had revolted became convinced of their 
true interests. Upon the remainder of the representation, the 
committee submitted these resolutions:-

" First. Whereas it hath been represented to this Conven
tion, that dive:re of the inhabitantB of the county of Cumberland, 
who are desirous of continuing the subjectB of this state, are, 
from divers reasons, incapable of exerting themselves in the 
general defence, particularly from the want of proper officers-
therefore, Resolved, that it be recommended to such inhabit
BiltB to associate as follows, to wit: ' We, the subscribers, sub
jects of the state of New York, do aseociate together for the 
defence of the United States against the King of Great Britain, 
as follows: First. We will choose our officers by vote of the 
majority in each respective company or regiment. Secondly. 
We will obey our officers 110 chosen in the same manner as the 
militia of the said state, render obedience. Thirdly. The names 
of the said officers shall be transmitted to the government of 
the said state, and to the general in the northern department. 
lastly. This association shall continue in force lUltil revoked by 
proper authority.' 

"Second. Whereas it hath been suggested to this Convention, 
that the county committee of the county of Cumberland cannot 
be collected together but with great difficulty. Resolved, that 
any committee ch~n by the inhabitants of three or more adjoi.Jl. 
ing townshlps, within the said county, may exercise the powers 
[of a eolUlty oommitt.. of safety.]'' 

That part of the report whieh related to the condition of the 
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"Grants," together with the portion already cited, was tabled, 
the two re60lutions excepted. The latter of these was, how
ever, changed so as to read thus: "Resolved, that such of the 
members of the said county committee as, on due and regular 
notice for the convening of the said committee, shall meet, be 
authorized to proceed to business." Such was the result of 
Smith's mission to the New York Convention.* 

Encouraged by the evidences of good will on the part of New 
York, the county committee of safety still continued to exercise 
their functions, though unable to secure such obedience to their 
orders as they desired. At a general meeting held in the Court
house at Westminster, on the 4th of June, it was resolved that 
an attempt should be made to give greater vitality to their ope
rations. Twelve members from eight towns only were in attend
ance on the first day. A chairman and clerk were appointed, 
a few complaints were heard, bnt it was deemed inexpedient 
to proceed with the business of the meeting. A postponement 
was therefore agreed on. When the committee reassembled on 
the following morning, and it became known that no addition 
had been made to their number, an adjournment was voted, 
and the members separated, with a fuller persuasion than they 
had ever before felt, of the weakness of the minority which 
they represented. 

At the adjourned meeting, held on the 17th of June, six 
members from five towns were present. After waiting for two 
days in the vain hope of collecting a quorum, a readjournment 
was resolved on, and the house of Capt. John Sergeant in 
Brattleborough was selected as the place for the next meeting. 
Nine members from six towns assembled in Brattleborough, on 
the 26th, at the second adjourned meeting. It had now become 
evident that it would be impossible to command the attendance 
of a majority of the members. The committee accordingly re
solved that they would act in accordance with the dispensation 
which had been granted them by the New York Convention, 
and proceed to bnsiness without a quorum. James Clay, Elea
zer Patterson, and Hilkiah Gront were thereupon chosen a com
mittee to draft a "True Representation of the Broken State, of 
the Inhabitants of the County," and assign some reasons for the 
conduct of the county committee in neglecting to observe the 

• JolU'IIal N.Y. Prov. Cong., L 918, 9il. Miaoellaueoua Papere, in oSioe Seo. 
State, N. Y. XDVii. 117, 897: XDilr. 28. Doo. Hiat. N. Y., iv. 986-9t0. 
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resolves of the ConV"ention respecting the election of a Governor 
and representative officers. Their report was in these words:-

"Pursuant to the resolves of the Honorable Convention of' the 
state of New York, appointing the committee of th~ county of' 
Cumberland to assist the sheriff in holding the election for Go
vernor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators, &c., the county commit
tee from eight towns met on the 4th day of June, instant, and 
proceeded to make choice of Capt. James Clay, chairman, and 
Mr. Simon Stevens, clerk, and after deliberating on the import
ant affairs and broken state of the county, adjourned until the 
17th day of June, instant, at which time they met according to 
adjournment from five towns. But the sheriff having resigned 
his commission, and entirely refusing to act thereon, and the 
committee being terrified with threats from the people who are 
setting up a new state here, thought it imprudent to proceed to 
any business, and adjourned to meet at Brattleborough on this 
26th day of June, where they are met according to adjourn
ment from six towns, and where also a number of men who 
are appointed by several towns to make their disapprobation to 
the proceedings of the late convention at Windsor pnblickly 
known, in some proper manner, meet the committee and joyne 
with them in representing the broken and disordered·state of the 
county, and making their disapprobation of the proceedings of 
the late convention at Windsor, known to the Honorable Con
vention or Assembly of the state of New York. 

"We therefore, the committee of the county of Cumberland, 
and others specially appointed by the towns of W eathersfield, 
W estminstcr, Putney, Brattleborough, Hinsdale, and part of 
Guilford, for said purposes, do represent as follows, viz., that the 
convention held at Windsor on the 4th day of J one, instant, 
for the purpose of establishing their new state of Vermont,* 
have taken into tl1eir possession the prison of this county, and 
have strictly forbid all committees acting nuder the authority 
of the state of New York, so that it is become impracticable 
for the county committee, or any other committee to proceed to 
any publick business in this county. As the result of these 
measures, several prisoners now in prison in this county who 

• The Vermont convention, held at Windaor on the 4th of June, recommended 
to the people of the new state to ~~~~~emble in their respective towns on the 2Sd 
or the 118Ule month, and chooee representatives to meet at Windeor on the 2d of 
July following, for the purpoee of forming a constitution, and ~lectiug delegates 
to the Congreee of the United Statee.-Various MSS. 
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might have been set at liberty, agreeable to the resolves of the 
Convention of the state of New York, are still kept in prison in 
the most pitiful circumstances, and are so like to continue. 
The publick peace is so interrupted by the proceedini& of thie 
convention at Windsor, and by those disorderly persona who 
are so warmly engaged in supporting the illegal authority of 
their new state, that it hath already considerably hindered the. 
raising of men for the common defence ; and we think we have. 
reason to believe that if 11. stop is not speedily put to this spirit; 
of disorder which rages so vehemently here, a final period will 
soon ~ put to any further provision being made in this county 
fur the common defence of America. 

"We further represent that a considerable number of the 
people in this county who are so warmly engaged in setting up 
their new state, have not any or but little property which they 
can claim under any grant whatever ; and we really believe 
that the leaders of the people who are for the new state in thie 
county, are pursuing that which they esteem their private 
interest, and prefer that to the publick weal of America, and 
that they are determined to support the authority of their new 
state at all events; and we really believe that without the 
interposition of the Honourable Continental Congress they will 
never submit to the authority of the state of New York until 
obliged so to do by the sword. 

" And we do hereby solemnly declare, that we entirely disap
prove of the proceedings of the late convention at Windsor, 
and of all persons whatever acting under authority of said con
vention, and that we will, at all times, do our best endeavour to 
support the legal authority of the state of New York in the 
co1mty." 

This report having been accepted by the committee, was 
signed by James Clay, the chairman. Eleazer Patterson and 
Hilkiah Grout were deputed to present it to the Convention of 
New York. In the credentials which were given them, it was 
stated that the expense of their journey was to be paid by 
private subscription, inasmuch as the state of the county 
rendered it impossible to raise money in any public way.* 

• Col Pattenon presented hia commieaion, and the varioWI pepers entrusted to 
him, to the New York Council of Safety, on the 16th of July, 1'1'1'1. They were 
committed to Robert R. Livingston, Gen. John Morin Scott, and Major Christopher 
Tappen, but the records do not show that any action wu had upon tbem.
Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 996. 
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One othel- act of the committee is worthy of notice. By a 
resolution of th~ New York committee of safety, passed. some 
months previous, authority had been given to the county conl.
mittees to aeloot places suitable for the residence of pel'Sons 
who should be inoculated with the small-poL In conformity 
with this resolve, permisaion was now granted by the county 
committee to ereet a house in Brattleborongh to be used for 
that pnrpoae. Obadiah Wells, Oapt. John Sergeant, and Lieut. 
Israel Smith, were empowered to select a proper site for the 
building, which when completed was to be in their charge. 
Special instructions were at the same time given them as to the 
manner in which they should act, and they were enjoined to be 
watchful, lest through any neglect the dreaded disease should 
extend ita ravages among those who could not receive the treat
ment necessary to their health and safety. The committee 
then adjourned, to meet on the first Tuesday in September, at 
the coart-house in W eetminster.* 

On the 2d of July, the convention of the new state of Ver
mont assembled at Windsor. The draft of a constitution was 
presented and read, and the convention entered upon an exami
nation of its articles, determined to accept of nothing which 
would not support the principles of republicanism and demo
cracy combined. In the midst of their deliberations, news came 
that Ticonderoga had been evacuated, and that the frontiers of 
the state were exposed to the ravages of the enemy. Many 
wished to break. up the convention and retu1n to their homes, 
in order to defend their families and firesides. Bot Providence 
had ordered otherwise. While fear seemed to paralyze effort1 

and doubt to render the little action which was exerted ineffect
ual, a violent storm arose. So fierce was the conflict of the 
elements, that the members were compelled to remain. A new 
life seemed to inspire the convention. The constitution was 
read, paragraph by paragraph, amid the roaring and flashing 
of batteries fiercer, louder, and brighter than those with which 
the British were at that moment endeavoring to environ the 
Americans in their flight from Ticonderoga. Evening saw the 
work completed. The constitution had been ad~ted, a council 
of safety had been appointed to act during the receSB, and the 
convention had adjourned. Besides the adoption of the constitn-

• M8S. in the poiNIIion of the Bon. William )(; Pbagry, eoot&Wng • reeord 
of the act. of the Cumberland county committee of ..tety. loam&l !1. Y. PloY. 
Ccmg., i '173. 
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tion, little else was done by the convention. A right to the 
count)' jail at Westminster was, however, reiterated, and ordei'B 
were issued to a sergeant and six men to guard it both by night 
and day, and to permit no one to advance within six feet of the 
gratings, or to approach the jail door.* 

While theN ew York and Vermont adherents were struggling 
for the supremacy on the soil which they both claimed, the 
supporters of' the former in the New York council of safety, 
were endeavoring to wring from the Congress of the United 
States an expression of opinion as to the validity of the con
flicting claims. In a letter to CongreSB of the 28th of :May, 
wherein reference was made to those who had been instrumental 
in declaring the independence of Vermont, they said : "Al
though we apprehend no great difficulties in reducing these 
factious spirits to obedience and good order by the justice and 

. vigor of the government of this state without the aid of Con
greBB; yet as a report prevails, and is daily gaining credit, that 
they are privately countenanced in their designs by certain 
members of your honourable house, we esteem it our duty to 
give you this information, that by a proper resolution on that 
subject, the reputation of Congress may cease to be injured by 
imputations so disgraceful and dishonourable." Although some 
members of Congress had expressed opinions favorable to the 
establishment of Vermont, yet their number was small, and did 
not at present seem likely to receive accessions. When the 
petitions from Vermont and the letters from New York had 
been thoroughly examined, the subject of the· controversy was · 
referred to a committee of the whole house. When their report 
had been aubmitted, Congress resumed the discussion, and 
determined after long debate, to agitate no further a topic which 
appeared to be pregnant with difficulties. To this end they 
resolved on the 30th of June, that the independent government 
whose establishment had been attempted by the people of the 
new state, "could derive no countenance or justification from 
any act or resolution" which they had passed. Other resolutions 
explaining more fully their sentiments were at the same time 
adopted, and Vermont was left to pursue her'own course, with 
the sure warrant, however, of the disapprobation of Congress. t 

• Slade's Vt.. State Paper~, p. '711. MS. letter from William. Williame to Capt. 
John See&ione, dated July 7th, 1777. 

t By a resolution or the New York council of safety, pueed at Kingston. 
.July 17th, 1777, printed copies of the resolves of Congress referred to in the text 
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In order to concentrate the troops not at that time in actual 
service, the New York council of safety had, on the 28th of May, 
requested Gen. Bayley to march the ranging company formerly 
commanded by Joab HoisingtOn, but now in charge of Capt. 
Benjamin W &it, to Kingston, there to receive further instruc
tions. Orders were accordingly issued, but it was found im
possible to procure money to support the men on their jour
ney, and for this reason they refused to advance. In a letter 
from Gen. Bayley, of the 14th of June, containing the reason 
of their refusal to obey orders, he adverted to the situation of 
the people inhabiting the north-eastern counties. He stated that 
he had received an ordinance from the state connell of safety 
directing the election of state officers ; that the sheriff had 
given the proper orders to the different towns, but that it was 
not probable the people would choose any members to sit in 
the Legislature of New York. In this supposition he was cor· 
rect. A few days later, when a committee from Charlotte 
county visited Cumberland county, to obtain information as to 
the temper of the people east of the Green mountains, word 
was returned that " the New Hampshire Grants had declared 
themselves independent, and would not let the county commit
tees sit, nor permit anything to be transacted under the juris
diction of New York." 

While matters were in this condition, the New York council 
of safety resolved, on the 27th of June, that the company of 
rangers commanded by Capt. Wait should be "peremptorily 
ordered" to repair immediately to Kingston, and that all arrear-

w:re eent to James Clay, the chairman of the general committe·· of the county 
of Cumberland, to be given by him to Col. Eleazer Patterson, and Major John 
Wheelock, with a request that they should distribute them through the euteru 
district of the state. By hia own exertioDII, Clay notified the reeolvea to the 
towns in Cumberland county, and at the aame time requested that a meetiug 
might be called in each town for the purpose of afi'ording the people an opportu· 
nity to hear the resolves read publicly, and to ucertain whether they were will. 
ing to chooee county committee men to meet at W eatmineter colll't-hot111e on the 
firlt Taeaday in the following September. The Vermont council of aafety hear
ing that Clay waa thus engaged, iaeued a warrant, dated August lOth, 177'1, for 
hia arrest. He wu accordingly taken before them u a prisoner, and wu informed 
by Col Thomas Chittenden that he had done wrong in obeying the directione of 
the state of New York ; in notifying a meeting of the county committee ; in die
tribnting the resolves of the Continental Congr-; and in inciting people againA 
the new .tate. On. theee chargee Clay wu detained io custody six dayL At the 
end of that period, he wu allowed to return to hia home in Putney.-Miacel
laneoua Papere in office Sec. State, N. Y., vol DXVii; also Papen relating to the 
Vermont Controversy, pp. 2-4. Doc. Hilt. N. Y., iv. 114!--1148. 
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ages should be paid them on their arrival at that plaee. By 
another reeolution, they directed 1200 to be advau.ced to ,Oapt. 
Wait to defray the travelling expenses of his men. On reaching 
their place of destination, penriieaion was to be. given them to 
receive ratioas iru;tead of sub8istenco-money, if anch should be 
their wish. A copy of these resolutiona was sent to Capt. Wait, 
and notice was at the same time given him that compliance 
was expected. In obedience to orders, Wait proceeded to 
Newbury, in Glouce~ter county, and, on arriving there, was 
informed that his under-officers and men had marched for 
Ticonderoga, to ward off, if possible, the attack anticipated at 
that poet. ·On their returD, tm the 14th of July, he called them 
together and ordered them to set out for Kingston. This com
mand they refused to obey, and in support of their refu.eal, de
clared that at the time of their enlistment they did not expect 
to be removed from tho counties of Cumberland, Gloucester 
and Charlotte; that on account of the abandonment of Ticon
deroga, the frontiers were exposed to the attacks of the enemy ; 
and that they could not, under such circumstances, think of 
leaving their wives and children unprotected and alone. This 
answer was presented on the 26th to the New York council of 
safety, who declared themselves satisfied with W &it's conduct, 
but refused to pass any resolutions respecting the conduct of the 
rangers, choosing to leave that subject for the CODSideration of 
the Legislature, who were soon to assembl~. * 

Owing to the defenceless condition of Cumberland county, 
many attempts were made by the inhabitants to procure anna 
and ammunition, that they might be enabled to defend th'* 
families from the attacks of the enemy's ranging parties, and in 
the meantime prepare to escape to more lilecure abodes, should 
the Britiah approach in force. Among those most active in for
warding these measures, was Charles Phelps. Though far from 
single-minded in many of his operations, yet in this instance he 
mingled with secondary motives enough of disinterestedness to 
render his conduct praiseworthy, and, to some extent, merito
rious. From a period anterior to the erection of Fort Dummer, 
the General Court of Massachusetts had professed a claim to a 
poction of what waa now the southern part of Cumberland 
county. This claim had for a long time been allowed to rest in 
abeyance. Within a few years, a disposition to renew it had 

• Journal N. Y. Prov. Oo11g., L 94'f, 9'16, 9'r'r, 8'19, 980, 1018; ti. lOt. ~~ 
Am. Coug., ii 188. Slade'a Vt. State Papen, pp. '1'1-'li. 
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been evinced. Taking ad vantage of thia circnmatance, Phelps, 
on the 17th of .July, addl'ell8ed a ptrtitioD "to the Honourable 
Council of the IDOit Patriotic State of the ancient Colony of the 
M8888Chusetta Bay," ill behalf of the inhabitants of fifty town· 
ships mostly in Cumberland county, which, three years ago, 
had been " claimed by the legislative authority of the two 
houses of Assembly" of M8888cbusetts. In a lengthy address,. 
he referred to " the shameful and detestable" evacuation of the 
" all importaut fortreM of Ticonderoga, and the adjacent garri
eons ;" to the pitiable situation of the " infant settlements and 
defenceless plantatiODB ;" to the destruction of men, women, and 
children, which would surely follow, unless Btnmu0118 endeavor 
was made to prevent it; to the oppressive sway of New York 
and her "new-fangled schemes;" to the attempts whieh had 
been made by the adherents of the new state of V ennont to 
put a period to the jurisdiction of New York, by "wrenching" 
prisons and prisoners from the banda of New York priaou
keepers; to the settlers scattered among "woody, mountainous 
wilds ;" to their extreme poverty ; to their incessant toil, which 
acarcely rewarded them with the food neaeesary to support life ; 
and to the inability of the people generally to procure the 
means of defence. Pursuing thia style of remark, he declared 
that the govemment of New York had wholly refased to afford 
any protection to the distreseed inhabitants of the new state, on 
aecount of the revolt in which many of them had lately engaged; 
md that on this account, the only alternative left them was to 
apply for BI!Bistance elsewhere. The petition ended with a re
quest for arms and ammunition. No definite number or 
amount was named, since it was thought best that the Council 
should assist according to their ability rather than be guided in 
their actions by the nec688itiee of others. 

In an~eT to this petition, Phelps waa referred to General 
Het.th. Jieath immediately wrote to the Council, that he had 
no po~ " to iasue arms to any other than the Continental 
troops," but s.t the same time aaked the que8tion whether a 
number or anni! put into the hands ot the Vermonters, would 
hot annver a valuable purpose. In reply to this question, which 
comprised the substance of Phelps's petition, the Council order
ed the :Boa-rd of 'War to deliver to Abel :Marsh, and Oharles 
Phelps, three hundred fire arms, on condi8on. that they should 
pay or give security for them, and engage to distribute them 
among the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants. On the 
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same conditions, the Board of War were further directed to 
furnish Phelps with one hundred and fifty pounds of powder, 
three hundred pounds of lead, and four hundred and fifty flints, 
to be distributed among those persons who should receive 
arms.* 

Nor were the people of Cumberland county, themselves 
inactive. All who were not incapacitated by extreme youth, 
old age or infirmity, were formed into guard companies and 
scouting parties, and were stationed at the points and along the 
roads by which it was supposed the enemy would advance. 
But as preparations went on, fear increased. Joel Matthews 
of Hertford, having heard, on the 19th of July, that the forces 
of Burgoyne were at Rutland, and that they intended to 
advance on Number Four, and send forward a detachment to 
the Coos country lying north of Newbury, ordered out the 
militia under his command, and sent word to Col. Joseph 
Marsh, that although he should await his orders, he should yet 
march whatever men he might be able to raise, to oppose the 
enemy. This .information having reached Bezaleel Woodward 
at Hanover in New Hampshire, on a Saturday near midnight, 
he immediately endeavored to disseminate it among the officel'B 
and soldiers of the state by expresses. 

One appeal for aid, written by him at this critical moment, 
concluded with these words : " As you regard the safety of this 
frontier, for God's sake, pray come forward without delay." 
As the impression became more prevalent, that the enemy 
were advancing to scour the banks of the Connecticut, the 
terror of the inhabitants increased. In one day, from the 
thinly settled towns of Stratford and Thetford, thirty men 
deserted and went over to the enemy. By this cowardly act, 
twenty families, and over four hundred cattle and sheep, were 
deprived of protection. By the kindness of the people of Lyme, 
they were, however, conveyed across the river, and made com
fortable by shelter and security. On the 21st, Gen. Bayley 
advised, that the militia of the county should march to Otter 
creek. If they shall do so, said he, "we will operate with 
them-otherwise five hundred men will not be able to guard 

· Connecticut river." 
By the time the enemy's forces had arrived within thirty

four miles of the Connecticut, the consternation had become 

* Revolution Council Paper&, in office Bee. State, Maa, 1777, iv. 90..9i: td 
eeriea, 17715-1777, p. 291; alao Revolution Letter&, v. 807. 
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general. Many refused to take up anus in defence of their 
families and firesides, and some declared openly, their inten
tion of joining the British as soon as they should make their 
appearance. Nor were these fears without cause. Although 
Burgoyne had not at that time made known his intention of 
ravaging the country bordering the Connecticut, still that such 
was his design, there was no room to doubt. In the instructions, 
which, on the 9th of August, he issued to Lieut.-Col. Baum, 
this intention was fully proved. That he might " try the affec
tions of the country, disconcert the councils of the enemy, and 
obtain large supplies of cattle, horses, and carriages," he charg
ed the allied Hessian in these terms. " Yon are to proceed 
from Battenkill to Arlington, and to take post there till the 
detachment of Provincials under the command of Capt. Sher
wood shall join you from the southward. You are then to pro
ceed to Manchester, where you will again take post, so as to 
secure the paas of the mountains on the road from Manchester 
to Rockingham. From thence [i.e. Manchester], you will 
detach the Indians and light troops to the northward, towards 
Otter creek. On their return, and also receiving intelligence 
that no enemy is in force upon the Connecticut river, you will 
proceed by the road over the mountains to Rockingham, where 
you will take post. This will be the most difficult part of the 
expedition, and must be proceeded upon with caution, as you 
will have the defile of the mountains behind you, which might 
make a retreat difficult. Yon must therefore endeavor to be 
well informed of the force of the enemy's militia in the neigh
boring country. Should you find it may be effected, you are 
to remain there, while the Indians and light troops are detach
ed up the river, and you art! afterwards to descend the river to 
Brattleborough, and from that place by the quickest march, you 
are to return by the great road to Albany." 

Such was the course which the British General had marked 
out for the Hessian Colonel. By pursuing it, Burgoyne hoped 
to replenish his diminishing stores, and to render the condition 
of his forces so formidable as to enable him to obtain possession 
of Albany, and establish there the headquarters of his army. 
But the result of the battle at Bennington, not only changed the 
entire programme of his proceedings, but aroused in the breasts 
of the Americans feelings of hope-feelings to which they had 
been strangers during months of despondency and gloom. The 
victory at Bennington, like that achieved at Trenton, was re-
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eeived with exultation throughout the whole northern country. 
Men who had long time been wavering between the smiles of 
royalty and the beggary of republicanism &natched eagerly at 
the honest rags of the latter, and spurned the glittering robes 
of the former with unqualified determination.• 

Although e~ents connected with the straggle in ftieh the 
whole United States was interested, now and then ccmeentrated 
the feelings and actions of the people of Vermont, and led them 
to forget, for a season, the differences oeC88ioned by the eoirllict 
of jurisdiction&, still the cessation &om intel'llal discord was 
only temporary, and the partizans of New York and Vermont 
usually returned to their former poeitioll8, stre11gthened in the 
support of their different principles by the respite they had en
joyed. The favorers of the new state, supported only, it is true, 

·by an i~ant government, felt that they eoold call on that 
government for assistance and be sure of receiving such aid as 
it coold afford. The supportel"8 of the jurisdiction of New 
York, on the contrary, were uncertain whether an active opposi
tion to vermont would be 8tl8tained by those to whom they owed 
allegiance. In Cumberland county, eommid:ees of safety had 
been formed under the superint-endence of the leading men ot' 
the new state. The committee& of a similar name who had 
been responsible to New York for their proceedings, were now 
almost wholly disregarded. The power of the Vermont com
mittees was tar in the ascendant. They it was who deeided the 
differences which were continually arising between man and 
man, and settled disputes wbich, if con:rts of law had been then 
established, woold have been there determined. By them the 
citizens were detailed as gnards, or exensed from military duty. 
In their estimation, the favorers ot New York, 1tho resided in 
Vermont, were but little better than enemies to Americm 
liberty. From men of this class they woold frequently extort 
no inconsiderable sums of money for the tmpport of government, 
threatening them, in ·case of refusal, 'With bonds, or imprison
·ment in the jail at Northampton. Levie& were often made by 
·them for the maintenance of the militia, and those who refused 
to serve as soldiel"8 were compelled, whether acknowledging the 
authority of N e'W York or Vermont, to ptty for the support of 
a certain number of men and horses for a specified time. In 
t1rls manner the Vermont committees ()f safety were enabled to 

Digitized by Coogle 



1777.) GEOBGB OLIBTON £LtOl'ED QOV. 01' liEW YOBL 805 

maintain the authority 'of the young state, and in many of the 
towns in Cnmbel'land county to hold in check the discontented 
and rebellions Yorkers. 

As the result of the first state ·election held in New: York, 
George Clinton was, on the .30th of July, elected Governor. 
Soon after thia event, the question arose whether the militia of . 
Cumberland, Gloucester, and Charlotte counties should be called ' 
on to render aid to that state. The Governor was in doubt as 
to the course he should p'll'Sue. He was not acquainted with 
the names of the officers in command, nor did he expect, if 
orders were issued, that they would be obeyed. On the other 
hand, he knew that if he should neglect to notice these counties 
on this occasion, when he was calling on every other county in 
the state for a proportion of their militia, the oversight would 
not only be marked, but would tend to· strengthen. the V er
monters in carrying forward their project of a new state. For 
th~ reasons, on the 13th of August, be ordered all the coun
ties in the state, those on the New Hampshire Grants included, 
not only to make returns of the present state of. their militia, 
but also to furnish their quota of men to join the northern army. 
Although no attention was paid to this requisition by the three 
counties, yet this disobedience did not prevent the exercise of 
humane feelings. on the part of New York. When a few weeks 
later it became known that the inhabitants of the northern coun
ties were suffering from a want of salt, the subject was referred 
to the Legislature, and means were taken to supply them with 
a sufficient quantity of this article so necessary to health and 
subsistence. 

Notwithstanding the opposition they encountered, the com
mittee of safety in Cumberland county who derived their 
powers from New York, met oc~ionally, and strove to exert 
the little influence left them, for the good of the state whose 
interests they represented. On assembling on the 2d of Sep
tember, there were present delegates from six towns only. In 
the absence of Capt. James Clay, the chainnan, the meeting was 
called to order by Simon Stevens, the clerk. .After long 
debate an adjournment until the following day was ordered. 
But this measure did not avail to increase the attendance. Soon 
after 888embling on the morning of the 3d, a motion was made 
to send some "suitable person" to the New York Legislature to 
give information of the conduct of the " pretended council'' 
and the " pretended committees" of Vermont. The motion 

20 
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being lost, the committee voted to adjourn until the second 
Tuesday in November. In less than an hour after the adjourn
ment, Capt. Clay app~ared, attended by Obadiah Wells of 
Brattleborough. The members of the committee who had not 
as yet left town, together with those who had just arrived, 
again assembled, and voted to send Clay to New York for the 
purpose of representing the difficulties of the county, and seek
ing some method of relief. The credentials which he received 
with his appointment were signed by Simon Stevens, Hilkiah 
Grout, Michael Gilson, Obadiah Wells, and Eleazer Patterson. 
At the same time Deacon John Sessions of Westminster, a 
supporter of the jurisdiction of New York, wrote to the con
vention of that state, of which he had until of late been a 
member, in truly scriptural phrase, an account of the incon
veniences to which he was subjected because of his opinions. 
"My opposition," said he, "has rendered my situation some
what unhappy at present, but I trust I shall find the old maxim 
tnte in the end, that honesty is the best policy. I have been a 
sort of Micaiah in the affair, and I believe many would be glad 
I were in the house of Jonathan,* and I have reason to expect 
this will be my fate if something is not done very soon."t 

Having been successful in obtaining arms and ammunition 
from Massachusetts, to be distributed among the people residing 
on that portion of the "Grants" which border the western 
banks of the Connecticut, Charles Phelps now turned hie 
attention towards the accomplishment of a project which, had 
it resulted according to his wishes, would have rendered the 
condition of the inhabitants of Cumberland county far more 
precarious than ever before it had been. On the ·27th of 
October he presented a memorial to the Council of Massachu
setts, " in behalf of the sacred rights" of that state, and for the 
purpose of securing to her the control and disposal of fifty 
townships situated in the south-eastern part of Vermont. • In 
defence of his position, he asserted that Massachusetts had 
purchased of the Indians the territory in question, which had 
been afterwards laid out into townships, and had taken of them 
the necessary deeds and conveyances signed and sealed by their 
chiefs and sachems ; that these transactions had taken place 

• 1 Kings, chap. Dii. va. 7-28. 1 Samuel, chap. :dv. 
t Miacellaneoua Papers iD office Seo. State N. Y., :a:uvii 461 ; alao Papera 

relating to the Vermont Controversy, pp. 4, 5. Pingry MSS. Journal N. Y. Prov. 
Cong., L 1021, 1089, 1059. Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv. 948-951. 
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while Belcher was Governor of Massachusetts ; that the neces
sary agreements had been entered into at Fort Dummer ; that 
the papel'S drawn on the occasion had b~en placed in the pro
vincial Court-house at Boston, and had been destroyed when 
that building with its contents was burned on the 9th of 
December, 1747. He denounced as unjust the conduct of 
Great Britain in assigning to New York lands which belonged 
to Massachusetts, and did not scruple to blame New York, the 
state from which he had received so many tavol'S, and to which 
he owed allegiance, for endeavoring to retain possession of ter
ritory which had been claimed for Massachusetts by the 
"rightful, j nst, and most solemn resoh·es" of her General Court. 
Inasmuch as manuscript testimony was out of the question, 
Phelps proposed that Col. Israel Williams of Hatfield, the only 
BUITiving witness to the transactions referred to, should be 
requested to make affidavit to such facts as he might remem
ber bearing upon the case under consideration, and that Mas
sachusetts should purchase of J ohu Moffatt of Boston, the 
journals and records of that colony then in his possession. In 
answer to this memorial, the Council, on the 29th of October, 
voted to take the deposition of Col. Williams, to be used as 
evidence of the treaty consummated at Fort Dummer between 
the years 1725 and 1730, the proofs of which had been after
wards destroyed. Two yeal'S later the General Court declared 
that the state of Massachusetts had a " clear and indisputable 
right" to the southern part of Vermont, but when, in the year 
1780, the subject was brought before CongreBB, the General 
Court decided that the claim was an " infringement on the rights 
of Vermont," and refused to prosecute it further.* 

• BeTolution CounOil Papere, in office Sec. State Maa, 1'1'1'1, iT. B'l'l. 
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OPPOSrriON TO THE GOVEBNKENT OJ.I' VERKONT. 

The fint General A.eaembly of Vermont-Meeting of the friends of New York-' 
Brattleborough-Gov. Clinton'• Proclamation-Ita reception-A Prot.elt 8piDa 
the Government of V ermont-Cireul8r Letter from the Protemng Convention 
at Brattleborough-Firat Meeting of the Legialature of Vermont-Col Thomu 
Chittenden elected Governor-Opposition of the New York Adherents to the 
Government of Vermont-Disturbance at Halifu:-Robbery of Powder and 
Lead at Binlldale--Simon Stevena's friendahip to V ennoBt--Letter from Micah 
Towuend and larael Smith to Gov. Clinton-Clinton's reply-Peletiah Fit.ah'a 
Letter to Clinton-Clinton to Fitch-Clinton to Gouverneur Morris-Clinton 
to Henry Laurene-" Y orkere," "Vermontere," " N eutrale" --Officers choeen 
both by Vermont and New York-Union with New HamJlllhire W.Olved-An 
attempt to eonneet Vermont with New HamJIIhir-A.rrelt ofHilldah Grou\ a 
New York Jutioe of Peeoe, by the authority of Vermont-Ilia Triala before 
variou Court.-.A. Conviction for Delaznatiou. 

WHEN the delegates from the different towns in Vermont who 
had assembled at Windsor in convention, on the 2d of July, 
1771, separated on account of the evacuation of Ticonderoga, 
and . the progress of the enemy under Burgoyne, they had 
intended to publish without delay, the constitution they had 
adopted, and thus enable the people to hold, in the month of 
December following, an election of representatives to compose 
the General Assembly. Owing to the unsettled condition of 
the times, the constitution was not printed in season to allow 
of the accomplishment of this object. Another general con
vention was therefore called by the council of safety. The 
meeting was held at Windsor on the 24th of December, the 
constitution was revised, and effectual means were taken to set 
the machinery of government in full operation. On the 6th of 
February, 1778, the council of safety distributed among the 
inhabitants of the different towns in the state, copies of the new 
constitution. The election of representatives took place on the 
3d of March following, and on the 12th of the same month, the 
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first session of the General Assembly of the state of V ermonC 
was held at Windsor. The necessary state officers were soon 
after elected, and Vermont presented the novel speetaele of a 
f'ree government, wholly independent of Congress, and yet 
engaged in the same struggle against the power of Great 
Britain, which interested the men, and employed the money of 
the thirteen United States.* , 

While the leaders of the new state were thus engaged in 
perfecting their plans, a number of the inhabitants of Cumber
land county who owed allegiance to New York, assembled at 
Brattleborough on the 28th of January, and prepared a petition 
addressed to the Legislature of the latter state. In this paper 
they stated that they had been informed on " credible authority," 
that the convention of the "pretended state of V ennont" had 
prohibited the exercise of all authority derived from New York ; 
had made laws to bind the inhabitants of Cumberland county; 
and had lately adopted a coDBtitution under which state and 
other officers were soon to be elected. From the evils which 
threatened them in this quarter, they prayed to be defended. 
More fully to express their views, they appointed James Clay 
their agent at the New York Legislature. 

In answer to their petition and othel'8 similar, the subject, of 
the controvel'By between New York and Vermont was taken 
up in the Senate and Assembly of the former state, and resolu
tions were passed, on the 21st of February, containing such 
overtures to the disaffected inhabitants of the northern counties, 
as were deemed compatible with the dignity of New York as a 
state, and with the welfare of those with whom a reconciliation 
was desired. These resolutions were embodied in a proclama
tion, wliich was issued on the 28d, under the signature of Go
vernor Clinton. Its closing paragraph was in these words. 
"The several branches of the Legislature of the state of New 
York will concur in the necessary measures for protecting the 
loyal inhabitants of this state, residing in the counties of Albany, 
ChaTiotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester, in their persons and 
estates, and for compelling all persons, residing within this 
state, and refusing obedience to the government and Legislature 
thereof, to yield that obedience and allegiance, which, by law 
and of right, they owe to this state." Prompt and energetic 
action, it was supposed, was to follow a declaration like this, 

• Slade'• Vt. State Papere, pp. SO, BL 
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but subsequent events showed that the government of New 
York, although skilled in the use of firm language, wali not 
prepared to support its words by its acts.* 

To the New York adherents resident in Vermont, this pro
clamation was most welcome. On its reception at Halifax on 
the lOth of March, forty-six of the principal inhabitants of that 
town joined in an address of thanks to Governor Clinton, and to 
the Senate and Assembly," for the salutary measures taken for 
settling the peace and unity" of the northern counties. " Not-
withstanding the uneasiness of many disaffected persons," said 
they, " we do freely comply with the terms of said proclama
tion, and rejoice to find such pacific sentiments therein con
tained ; not in the least doubting but on suitable application, we 
may have redress of all grievances." In the few towns in the 
county where the sympathies of the inhabitants·were consonant 
with the sympathies of the people of Halifax, the proclamation 
was regarded with similar feelings. It was for this reason that 
Governor Clinton was informed that his address had been 
"productive of some good," in spite of "the many unmanly 
artifices made use of by the New State's men to prevent it." 
In order to exert a favorable influence upon the gubernatorial 
election which was soon to be held in the state of New York, 
and also in such towns upon the " Grants" in which there was 
a prospect of obtaining New York votes, care had been taken to 
distribute this proclamation as widely as possible before that 
event. The effect on the election was far otherwise than had 
been anticipated. In some towns a very small vote was polled, 
and in others there was no voting. The proclamation was 
generally regarded as an unfortunate production, whose pro
visions would by no means suit the temper of the m888 of the 
people. In some towns it was publicly burned. t 

The dispute between New York and Vermont having now 
assumed a definite shape, the people of Brattleborough at once 
evinced a decided preference towards the jurisdiction of the 
former state. At the annual meeting of the town, held on the 
3d of :March, they resolved unanimously to send a protest to 
the Assembly of the " pretended state," denouncing the con
duct of that body in disavowing allegiance to New York, as an 
act tending to "disunite the friends of America in the present 

• Papers :relating to Vt. Controveray, in office Sec. StateN. Y., p. '1. Slade"a 
Vt. State Papera, pp. 82-84. Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv. 961-966. 

t George Clinton Papera inN. Y. State Lib., vol iv. doca. 1161, 1181. 

Digitized byGoogle 



1778.] A PROTEST. 311 

important contest with Great Britain." Desiring to add weight 
to this intended protest, they appointed Benjamin Butterfield, 
Samnel Knight, Israel Smith, James Blakslee, and :Micah 
Townsend, a committee to confer with the different town com
mittees in the county, and ascertain who among them were 
inclined to bear testimony against the " unjustifiable proceed
ings" of Vermont. Letters were accordingly sent by the cen
tral committee, on the 4th of March, both to those who were 
known, and to those who were supposed to entertain friendly 
feelings towards New York. " We call upon you in the most 
earnest manner," said the committee in their circulars, " as you 
value the blessings of good order and just government, to unite 
with us in concerting and executing such measures as will be 
most efficacious for procuring those blessings, and frustrating 
the designs of those who are opposed to them." A request 
was at the same time made, that the towns would send com
mittees to confer with the central committee, and a meeting, to 
be held on the 18th, was called at the house of Capt. Sergeants 
in Brattleborough. 

Delegates from several towns· assembled at the appointed 
time, but of their proceedings no record has been preserved. 
It is known, however, that the initiatory steps in the proposed 
movement were then taken, and that proper persons were 
chosen to draft such papers as were required. At an adjourned 
meeting held at the same place, on the 15th of April, represent
atives from Guilford, Brattleborough, Putney, Newfane, Hins
dale, and Rockingham, were in attendance. The proposed pro
test which had been previously prepared, in accordance with 
the sentiments of the committees ot' the above towns, and of 
Westminster and W eathersfield also, was on this occasion pre
sented for adoption. It was in the form of an address, and was 
directed "To the gentlemen convened at Windsor, under the 
style of the General Assembly of the state of Vermont." In 
it the objections to the formation of a new state were strongly 
put, and old arguments in a regenerated form, and new ones 
also, were urged in opposition to the plans of the patrons and 
citizens of Vermont. In view of the principles adduced, the 
protesters announced their determination in these words :-

"We conceive that endeavoring at present to establish a 
separate state here, is not only a violation of the Continental 
Union, bnt is imprudent, and to the last degree impolitic and 
dangerous, tending in the present important crisis to weaken 
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the authority of the Continental Congress, disunite the friends 
of America, and stimulate a spirit of separation and sedition 
which may end in the ruin of the United States ; and we esteem 
it not only our duty, but the duty of all who are friends to the 
liberty of America, to bear open testimony against it. Therefore, 
on behalf of' ourselves and those who delegated us for that ptir~ 
pose, we publicly declare that as we have not in any way assisted 
in, or consented to, the forming of a separate and independent 
government, we shall not consider ourselves bound by any acts 
of the Legislature thereof, but shall, as in duty bound, continue 
to yield our allegiance to the state of New York, until other
wise directed by the Honorable the Continental Congress. And 
we do hereby solemnly protest against the right of any persons 
to govern us and the other inhabitants of the New Hampshire 
Grants, except that of the Continental Congress and the Legis
lature of New York, and against all measures which shall be 
used to enforce the pretended rights of any other person or 
body of men, and against all the bad consequences which may 
arise from attempting at present to establish an independent 
government in the 'Grants' before mentioned." 

Before separating, a letter was prepared and presented to the 
convention, expressive cf the ideas of those who had joined in 
the protest. As an epitome of their sentiments, and ot• the 
course which they wished to pursue, this document is now of 
especial value. At the time it was written, its composers were 
careful to make use of such language as would dignify the 
measures which they wished to publish and pursue. 

"As we are warmly interested in favour of American liberty," 
said they, in the paper referred to, "we cannot view with un
concern, or remain silent spectatol'! of, the present disorderly 
attempt to separate. the New Hampshire Grants from the thh-
teen United States--a measure directly tending, in our opinion, 
to weaken the opposition made by the continent to its European 
oppressors, and introduce the utmost confusion, at a time when 
good order and unanimity are essentially necessary. 

"The final adjudication of the King of Great Britain in privy 
Council (the only proper court which could then determine 
matters of this nature), that this territory was within the juris
diction of New York ; our peaceable acquiescence in that 
judgment ; and representation in Continental Congress and the 
Convention of New York, both before and since the Declaration 
of Independence, are undoubted proofs that our allegiance is 
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justly due to the state of New York, until Congress shall other
wise determine. The resolutions of Congress of the 30th June 
last, and the articles of confederation, are convincing to ns that 
that honourable body disapproves of a measure so extraordinary. 
The present government of New York engaging to remove such 
grievances as we really laboured under, from the iniquity and 
bad policy of our former governors, we hope will quiet the 
complaints arising from those grievances. The confusion that 
erecting a new state, without the consent of Congress, has al
ready, and will more abundantly, introduce; the present in
ability of the people to support a separate government, however 
frugally the public moneys are managed; and the great, very 
great scarcity of' men properly qualified to make and put in 
execution a wise system of laws, plainly demonstrate to us 
the wretched policy of so extraordinary an attempt at this 
time. 

" We have therefore agreed upon, and shall forward to the 
Assembly of the pretended state of Vermont, a protest against 
erecting the ' Grants' into an independent government in the 
present time, and also one copy thereof to his Excellency 
Governor Clinton, and another to the press for publication, that 
the world may know our disapprobation of the present irregu-
lar proceedings. · 

" We think it the duty of every friend to the independence 
of America, more especially in the 'Grants,' to use their most 
strenuous efforts to suppress or check this offspring of anarchy 
in its infancy. And as preserving unanimity amongst the 
number who choose not to assist in dividing the continent, in 
this momentous crisis, may have a tendency to answer that end, 
and is essentially necessary as well for the public good as for 
the security of their persons and property, we beg leave tore-

• commend to you, to elect a committee, in such time that they 
may meet at Capt. Sergent's in Brattleborough, on the 30th 
day of June next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to exist for 
six months ; to anthorize them to consent to such measures as 
they shall think most likely to restore to this divided county 
internal tranquillity, and submission to the just and necessw 
authority ot' those who, by order of Congress, are regularly ap
pointed to rule over ns; from time to time to transmit to the 
government of New York, accounts of all such matters as may 
be material tor them to be acquainted with; and to take such 
steps as they think best for relieving those who may snfi'er in 
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their persons or properties by any authority pretended to be 
derived from the state of Vermont."* 

By a special resolution, copies of this letter were signed by 
Thomas Cutler, the chairman of the convention, and were sent 
to those towns in the county whose representatives had already 
signed, or had expressed a willingness to sign, the protest which 
had that day been adopted. Copies were also sent to those 
towns in which there were a respectable minority who were 
opposed to the new state, and all who favored the protest were 
invited to send delegates to the convention to be held on the 
30th of June following. Whether this convention ever met, or, 
if they did meet, whether their previous efforts resulted in such 
an organization as they desired, does not appear. Succeeding 
events show, however, that the principle of opposition to the 
new state was of sufficient weight to carry out in action, to a cer
tain extent, what had been proposed in council. The adherents 
of New York did not fail to support their views, even when the 
sword and the bayonet were employed to compel them to yield 
obedience to the laws which had been enacted by Vermont. t 

The representatives who had been elected by the General 
Assembly of Vermont met at Windsor on the 12th of March, 
and formed themselves into a House. Their names were not 
entered on the journals of that se88ion, but it is certain that of 
the fifty or more who were present, twenty-three were represent
atives from nineteen towns in Cumberland county. Agreeable 
to the constitution of the state, a committee were chosen to 

' count the votes of the people, and as the result Col. Thomas 
Chittenden was declared Governor. At the same time Joseph 
Marsh was elected Deputy Governor, and Col. Ira Allen State 
Treasurer. Twelve Councillors were also chosen, and were 
formed into a body known as the Council. The relation which 

• When, on the 27th of May following, a copy of the proteet wu forwarded to 
Governor Clinton by Micah ToWII8end and hrael Smith, a copy of this circular 
letter wu alao eent, accompanied by the following notice : " We aleo encloee a 
copy of a circular letter eent by the convention to eeveral towns in this county, 
recommending the choice of committees; the principal design of which we appre
hend ia to preserve union amongst the friends of New York state, and enable 
them to act with unanimity u ocea~~ion1 oft"er, for increasing the number of 
the friends of New York government, and with expedition to carry into execu
tion anoh direotions u they may receive from your Excellency."-George Clinton 
Papen, inN. Y. State Lib, vol v. doc. 1487. 

t Protest of towna in Cumberland county. MS. Letter from Brattleborontrh 
convention. MS. Letter from eeleet committee. Pingry MSS. George Clinton 
Pape11, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. iv. doc. 1282. 
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the Council bore to the General Assembly was the same as that 
which the upper house bears to the lower house in deliberative 
bodies as they are now constituted in the United States. The less 
important offices were filled as the performance of minor duties 
became necessary. During the session many general laws were 
passed for the regulation of the affairs of the state. All the 
land lying between the Green mountains .and Connecticut river, 
including the whole of Cumberland and Gloucester counties, 
was, on the 17th of March, erected into a county, and was 
called Unity. Unity county was divided, for the sake offacili
tating militia arrangements, into three regimental districts, and, 
for the sake of facffitating judicial and legal proceedings, into 
fonr probate districts. The vote by which the name Unity had 
been given to the consolidated counties was reconsidered on 
the 21st, and the name Cumberland was substituted. The 
enlarged county of Cumberland was, on the 24th, divided into 
two shires, the old division lines of the former counties being 
adopted as the bounds of separation. The upper shire was 
called Newbury, and the lower Westminster. At the close of 
the session a committee were chosen to transcribe such of the 
proceedings as were deemed of interest to the inhabitants, and 
furnish each town in the state with a copy. In order to increase 
the revenue of the state, and to punish those who were opposed 
to the new jurisdiction, a court of confiscation was, on the 26th, 
established by the Council. Col. Joseph Marsh, Gen. Jacob 
Bayley, Maj. Thomas Murdock, Col. Peter Olcott, Benjamin 
Emmons, Esq., Dr. Paul Spoo11er, and Col. Benjamin Carpenter, 
were the members of this court, and to them power was given 
to confiscate and sell all "lands and estates" within Cumberland 
county which, upon sufficient evidence, should be adjudged for
feited. The Council during the same session appointed John· 
Hatch, Joshua Bayley, Ezra Sargent, and Darius Sessions, sur
veyors, nud John Benjamin sheriff of the same county. 

During the spring troops were raised in Cumberland county 
for the use of the new state. Orders for making levies were 
issued by Governor Chittenden, and were obeyed by the officers 
acting in the Vermont service. But there were many on the 
"Grants" who, although friends to American liberty, were 
unwilling to advance that liberty by fighting with, or giving 
aid to the state of Vermont. The most ardent of these were 
enabled to net in accordance with their principles by taking 
commissions from New York, while others, equally as patriotic 
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but less impetuous, were content to contribute of their substance 
to the support of the militia of that state. It was in this man
ner that the enmity of the New York adherents became systema
tized. Their opposition was a source of continual alarm to the 
originators of the new state. Ethan Allen stigmatized them as 
"New York malcontents," and when referring to them, declared 
as he would of vermin, that they "infested" the country, and 
made earnest inquiry as to the method of treatment which 
should be adopted towards them.* 

Nor did their opposition confine itself to words. They not 
only denied the jurisdiction of the V crmont courts, but resisted 
the precepts, and refused to submit to the decisions, which 
emanated therefrom. In the town of Halifax, llubbell Wells, 
a justice of the peace by commission from Vermont, issued a 
warrant directing William Hill, a constable, to arrest John 
Kirkley and his wife, Hannah, charged with the perpetration 
of an assault and battery in the highway, on the person of 
David Williams. In obedience to this order Hill arrested the 
accused, returned the warrant, and, the parties in the case 
having been summoned, the court was op~ed. Hardly had the 
trial commenced, when Thomas Clark, Thomas Baker, Isaac 
Orr, Henry Henderson, Alexander Stuart, Jonathan Safford~ 
Elijah Edwards, Pelatiah Fitch, and about sixteen others, 
inhabitants of Halifax, and subjects of New York, rushed into 
the court-room, armed with bludgeons, and attempted to rescue 
the prisoners. Failing in this, they brandished their weapons 
over the head of the justice, called him a scoundrel, bade 
defiance to the authority of Vermont, and finally succeeded in 
breaking up the court. Acts of resistance like this were the 
arguments that proved to the rulers of Vermont the necessity 

• of adopting the most strenuous measures to support the power 
and dignity of the state.t 

Notwithstanding their enmity to the government of the new 
state, the supporters of the jurisdiction of New York whore
sided in Cumberland county, were pure-minded, patriotic Ame
ricans. Their unwillingness to unite with the people of Vermont 
against the British, did not prevent them from opposing their 
country's foes in every practicable manner. In detecting the 
machinations of the Tories, none displayed greater activity than 

• Slade's Vt. State PapeN, pp. 24'7, 260, 2M, 286, 28'7. liiS. Coanoil Recorda 
of Vt. Various MSS. 

t MS. complaint of William Hill 
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they. The vigilance which they manifested in the following 
instance, may serve as a slight illustration of their zeal. " On 
the 3d of May, the granary of Lieut. Samuel Stratton, of Hins
dale now Vernon, was broken open during the night, and the 
powder and lead belonging to the town, and which had been 
stored there, was stolen. This event gave " great uneasiness" 
to the inhabitants of Hinsdale and the neighboring towns. Mea
sures were immediately taken, by placing guards in different 
parts of the village, to obtain information concerning the theft. 
As a scouting party were passing near the granary on the even
ing of the 5th, they discovered a man asleep at the foot of a 
haystack, and secured him. On examination, he proved to be 
one Jonathan Wright, " a person inimical to the American 
cause." Elijah Elmer, an accomplice of Wright, was at the 
same time taken prisoner, but managed to escape from the 
hands of his captors. The fact of the arrest having been made 
known, Col. Eleazer Patterson, Capt. Joseph Stebbins, Capt. 
Orlando Bridgeman, Moses Howe, and Gad Wait, from the 
safety committee of Hinsdale, and Capt. Hezekiah Stowell, Jo
seph Elliott, and Henry Sherburne, from the safety committee 
of Guilford, all of them supporters of the jurisdiction of New 
York, assembled at Ilinsdale on the 7th. Patterson having been 
chosen chairman and Sherburne clerk, the associated commit
tees commenced an investigation of the circumstances connected 
with the robbery. On the examination which followed, Wright 
refused to answer the interrogatofies of the committee. Ruth 
Stratton, at first, intimated her suspicions that the prisoner had 
been lurking about her father's house from the fact of the disap
pearance of some articles of furniture, but finally declared that 
he had not been there since the preceding winter. Lieut. Strat
ton, in whose charge the powder and lead had been deposited, 
testified to the fact of the robbery, but could give no further 
information. Several witnesses were then examined with a view 
to implicate the Lieutenant, but nothing satisfactory was elicited. 

When the committee came together on the morning of the 
St~ Wright asked permission to give evidence in behalf of the 
state. This privilege was granted him on condition that h~ 
should prove in a satisf'actory manner the statements he should 
make. He then informed the committee, that in company with 
Elijah Elmer, he had broken open the granary, taken thence the 
powder and lead, carried them acr088 Connecticut river ana 
concealed them among the bushes. He also informed the com-
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mittee that John Stratton, a son of the Lieutenant, was privy to the 
robbery, and had deposited the powder and lead iu tlie granary 
in such a manner as to render them easy of access and removal 
John Stratton, who had already been before the committee, and 
had then denied all knowledge of the affair, being re-called, 
pleaded ignorance as to the natnre of an oath, acknowledged 
the truth of the statements of Wright, begged "mercy ot' God," 
and implored the forbearance of the committee. As.Wright had 
escaped the liability of punishment by his confession, Stratton 
was alone obnoxious to the awards of justice. In view of his 
participation in the robbery as an accessory before the fact, the 
committee resolved that he should pay all the charges which 
had been incurred by reason of' the theft ; restore fourfold to the 
town of Hinsdale; pay a fine of £100 to the state of New York; 
be disarmed, and confined to the limits of his father's farm for 
the space of a year, provided his father should give a bond of 
£1000 to be forfeited in case he should go, beyond the prescrib
ed bounds. Permission, however, was granted him to attend 
public worship on Sunday, to be present at funerals, and to be 
absent from the farm whenever, on "extraordinary occasions," 
he should procure a pass from the committee of the town. 

An account of these proceedings was sent to Governor Clin
ton, and at the same time inquiries were made as to the manner 
in which similar offences should be punished in future. One 
paragraph, however, in the letter of the committee, showed that 
their conduct had not met with the approbation ot' the whole 
community. "As we are under difficulty in these upper coun
ties," wrote they, "concerning the jurisdiction of government, 
and are under the censure of a set of factious and officious peo
ple, who are trying to carry the committee to Albany to be 
tried by the Supreme Court, and the above-mentiond Stratton 
to be tried by a Court Martial, which would prove fatal for him 
and very troublesome for the committee, if your Excellency 
should think what the committee has done to be sufficient, and 
according to true policy, then we pray for your concurrence." 
Whatever may have been the reply of Governor minton, no one 
can deny that the course pursued by the committee, though dic
tated by humanity, was yet subservient to the ends of justice.* 

While the favorers of the jurisdiction of New York, residing 
in Cumberland county, were thus strenuous in punishing the 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol ii. dooa. •~. oill4. 
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enemies of the United States, they were no less active in their 
endeavon to resist every infringement of their rights, whether 
attempted by open foes or false friends. Simon Stevens of 
Springfield, who had formerly held office under New York, had 
of late been appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel in the V ennont 
militia. Before he received his commission, or decided to ac
cept it when it should come, he wrote letters to several captains 
desiring them to raise their quota of men for the American ser
vice, and on being questioned as to the state from which he 
derived power, replied that he "did not think it best to be too 
critical in examining by what authority" soldiers were raised. 
He also declined signing the protest "against the pretended 
state of Vermont," which had been adopted by the inhabitants 
of several towns, bnt gave as a reason, a promise he had made 
not to act in favor of New York until the return of the agents 
whom " the Council of the new state were about sending to 
Congress." As to the shrievalty of Cumberland county, an 
office to which the government of New York were inclined to 
appoint him, he stated that he had concluded to write to the 
Assembly of that state, and provided they would engage to in
demnify him against any damage he might suffer, to accept it, 
but on no other terms. At the request of a number of the in
habitants of Brattleborongh, these facts, which were known to 
Micah Townsend, of that place, were certified by him and sent 
to Governor Clinton, on the 27th of May. Accompanying this 
statement was another addressed to the Governor and Council 
of Appointment, and signed in pU1'8uance of a unanimous order 
of the people of Brattleborough in town meeting 888embled, by 
Samuel Warriner, the moderator. In this the declarations of 
Townsend were upheld, and the appointment of Stevens as 
sheriff was represented as an act which, if consummated, would 
deprive the people of their privilege of electing representatives 
to the Assembly for the ensuing year. Major Hilkiah Grout 
was recommended as a proper person for this office, and acqui
escence in the recommendation was expressed by the committee 
of Hinsdale.* 

• In a letter W't'it&en to Governor Clinton by Pelatiah Fitch, chairman of the 
eommittee of Cumberland county, dated July let, 1'1'18, oocura thil paragraph, 
which marb the sentiments of the Vermont adherents towards Grout, and lhowe 
on what ground hi& nomination wu not recommended by the oommittee of Cum· 
berland county. " The reaeon of Major Grout's not being recommended to your 
Ezcellency for the shrievalty ia, that aa the election wu not likel.f to be held 81 

1000 81 waa upeoted wlien be waa recommended by the town of Brattleborougb, 

Digitized byGoogle 



820 HISTORY OF EASTERN VERMONT. (17-18. 

By a vote of the convention of Committees which was held 
at Brattleborough in the previous month, Micah Townsend and 
Israel Smith had been directed to send one copy of the protest 
which was then drafted " to the prei!S at Hartford in Connecti
cut," one "to the Assembly of the pretended state of Vermont," 
and another to Governor Clinton. In making the last transmis
sion on the 27th of May, they informed his Excellency that sub
miasion to the new 11tate had not been as cheert'ully accorded as 
had been desired by its advocates ; that in that section of the 
county no soldiers had been enlisted for the completion of Col 
Warner's regiment, not even in those towns in which were to 
be found" the warmest advocates for a new state;" that this 
conduct was explainable by the fact that the people did not 
deem it proper to obey their rulers, when obedience was 
inconvenient ; that the number of those who bad taken the 
oath required by the constitution of Vermont previous to voting 
at election, was in Cumberland county small, and throughout 
the "Grants" inconsiderable when compared with the popula
tion. Referring to the opinions entertained of the continuance 
and stability of Vermont as a separate and independent govern
ment, they remarked: " It is with real concern we are able to 
acquaint your Excellency that it is too general a topic of con
versation among the enexnies of New York state, that they will 
maintain their new state, even if Congrei!S should be opposed to 
it, because they had as good a right to declare themselves inde
pendent of New York, as the Congress had of Great Britain. 
To what lengths this doctrine will lead them may easily be seen. 
It appears absolutely neceesaey to the friends of New York 
state in this part of the country, that Congress should, in an 
explicit manner, recommend to these people to yield their alle
giance to the state of New York, before they have time to 
reason themselves out of their senses. If it is not done soon, it 
will perhaps be omitted till none of them will pay any regard 
to the recommendations of Congress. Besides, as we are not 
likely to be troubled this summer with any considerable body 
of British troops, it seems to be the most favourable season fur 
settling internal tranquillity, and enabling this extensive part 
of the country to act in the common cause with vigour and 

and aa he by his situation is much exposed to ill-treatment from the Ntw' State\ 
Men, he has chosen to decline serving in that office at present, aeeing it cannot be 
of diaservice to the state of New York "-George Clinton Papers, inN. Y. State 
Lib. vot v. doc. 1111111. 
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unanimity, when the circumstances of this continent may re
quire it."* 

To the gentlemen who had addressed him this communica
tion, Governor Clinton r"lplied on the 8d of June, in a man
ner which proved his hearty acq~escence iu their determi
nation to uphold tbe authority of New York. "It is with plea
sure," he wrote, "I find that a considerable number of the 
inhabitants 011. .the ' Grants' are so attentive to the dictates of 

, reason and justice, and possessed of so mnch .spirit as publicly 
to oppose the ridiculous and destructive schemes of erecting 
those lands into.an independent state. I was in hopeR that in 
consequence of the generous and equitable terms held out in 
my late proclamation, the whole country, w:hatever injuries 
they might have received from the former, would be convinced 
that the present government was disposed to do them ample 
justice, and consequently that they would again have .acknow
ledged itsjuriediction. 

"What will be the event of this affair, it will be impossible 
for me to presage; yet as the Legislature appear to me equally 
determined 'to decide every case respecting the controverted 
lands according to justice and equity without adhering to the 
strict rules of law,' and to assert and maintain their authority 
over them at all events, I may v:enture to declare, that should 
these impr.ndent people still persist in their ill~udged and un
justifiable measures, that the consequences will be serious and 
melancholy, and to them particularly ruinous and destructive." 

To increase the power of the jurisdiction of New York, and 
facilitate the administration of justice, he recommended the 
preparation of a list of the names of those capable of filling 
civil and military stations in the county. He urged them to 
nse the "utmost can dour and impartiality" in their selection, and 
to propose no persons except "in consequence of their merit and 
abilities." The list which they should send he promised to pre
sent to the Council of Appointment for their approval. While 
he assured them that he should bring before the Legislature at 
their next session, the papers which he had received relative to 
the immediate results of the controversy, he also informed them 
that the shortness of the session would scarcely allow the dis
cussion of that subject. When the new Legislature should 
convene in the fall, he expressed a hope that they would be 

• Georp Clinton P•pen iD. N. Y. State Lib., TOL v. doea. 1.&811, 1438, 148'1. 
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able to attend to the settlement of the affairs of the atate, with
out prejudice to the cause of America, and adopt measures 
which should compel obedience to the laws of New York. "In 
the mean time," said he," let me recommend it to yon, and 
every other person attached to this state, to persist in your op
position, and upon every occasion to bear your testimony against 
those unwarrantable proceedings."* 

Copies of this letter were forthwith sent to every town of 
note in Cumberland county, and in consequence of the recom
mendations which it contained, the committees of Brattle
uorough and Guilford were authorized to prepare a list of 
nominations, civil and military, for the assistance of the Council 
of Appointment.- In his letter to Governor Clinton enclosing 
the result of their deliberations, Pelatiah Fitch, the chairman 
of the committees, remarked upon the difficulties which had 
attended the selection of proper persons, owing not only to the 
existence of three parties in the county-" Yorkers," "V er
monters," and" Neutrals"-but also to the fact that a number 
of the prominent friends of New York had been drafted, by 
Vermont authority, to serve in Col. Warner's regiment He 
also informed the Governor, that the officers of Vermont were 
then engaged in many towns in settling the valuation of per
sonal estates for the purpose of levying a tax, and that they 
were in general strenuous in maintaining the government of 
Y ermont. He signified his intention of obtaining a return of 
the inhabitants of the towns represented by the committees of 
which he was chairman, together with such information as he 
could gather touching their views respecting the new state ; 
returned "sincere thanks" for the proclamation of February 
23d, "and for the salutary measures taken for restoring pe.ace 
and internal tranquility ;" and expressed his fears, should an 
attempt be made to hold a court under the authority of the 
state of New York before an express resolution on the subject 
was obtained from Congress, that force would be used to pre
Yent the session. "In this critical situation," wrote he, "when 
their persons and properties are exposed to the lawless invasion 
of a rude rabble, or the exasperated leader!! of an imperfect, 
unsettled government, except violence should be opposed to 
violence, the friends of New York state cannot but most ar
denly wish that Congress would immediately interfere in the 

• George Clinton Papera. in N. Y. State Ll"b., 't'OL v. doa. 1""-
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m~st d1rcet manner and settle this internal contest. The inte-
rest of the state of New York also calls loudly for a speedy end's 
being pnt to the present dispute, as the authorities of V ennont 
have very lately confiscated and sold several valuable estates, 
and doubtless will continue the practice 88 long as their neces
sities require it, and they can find any, the least pretence for so 
doing. We therefore most earnestly entreat your Excellency 
to press Congress for a speedy determination of the matter, and 
in the mean time, to direct us in what manner to conduct our-. 
selves."* 

In reply to Mr. Fitch, Governor Clinton informed him, on 
the 7th of July, that the list of civil and military nominations 
had arrived subsequent to the adjournment of the Council of 
Appointment; that as the members of that body resided in 
diffetent parts of the state, he could not-immediately convene 
them; that he would do so, however, "with all possible dis. 
patch," and, as soon as the commissions should be issued (the 
names in which, he did not doubt, would accord with the re. 
eommendatio"QS), would transmit them by express. Other topica 
to which reference had been made in Mr. Fitch's letter were 
disposed of in these words : 

"We are still waiting with anxious expectation the result of 
our application to Congress to interpose in this affair, and can 
impute our not receiving an answer only to their being engaged 
in those very important matters which yon may easily suppose 
at present to engross their attention. I have, notwithstanding, 
lly a special conveyance, this day informed them that drafts 
were making under the authority of the pretended state of 
Vermont to complete Col. Warner's regiment; that though we 
were willing that the main business of advising means for set
tling the controversy should be deferred till the more important 
and urgent business of the continent is so far completed as to 
admit of leisure, yet that for the present we must insist upon an 
immediate and positive disavowal of this extraordinary exercise 
of authority, and express orders to Col. Warner (their officer) 
not to receive any of the drafts into his regiment, or in any 
wise countenance the measure. 

" I wonld still, as upon a former occasion, earnestly recom
mend a firm and prudent resistance to the drafting of men, 
raising taxes, and the exercise of every other act of government, 

• George Cljntcm Papert, in li. Y. State Lib., voL v. doe. 111116. 
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under the ideal Vermont state, and in such towns where our 
friends are sufficiently powerful for the purpose, I would ad
vise the entering into associations for the mutual defence of 
their persons and property against this usurpation. 

" Yon will readily perceive that until we have received the an
swer of Congress, and the Legislature have declared their sense, 
it is imp888ible for one to advise except only in general tenns. 
Your own prudence and discretion must determine the true 
line of conduct, which I trust will be consistent with the sacred 
obligations of allegiance and the characters of men who dare 
oppose lawless domination and power, whether attempted to be 
exercised by a 'single tyrant or- a misguided multitude."* 

On the same day he wrote to Gouverneur Morris, a member 
of the New York delegation in Congress, expressii~g his surprise 
that so little attention had been given the Vermont 9usiness
a subject in which one of the states was ''so deeply interested, 
and in which the honor and perhaps the future peace of the 
whole were so intimately concerned." This .letter was followed, 
on the 8th, by another addressed to Henry Laure~ the president 
of Congress, in which Clinton described, with an earne&tness 
which bespoke the sincerity of his sentiments, the peculiarity 
of the situation of the "well-affected" inhabitants of Cumber
land county, and the persevering attempts whioh some of the 
" deluded inhabitants" were making to effect a separation from 
New York. Referring to the draft of every fourth man in the 
state, which had been ordered by the Vermont Legislature, for 
the purpose of completing Col. Warner's regiment, he praye<) 
for the passage of a resolution in Congress which should con
demn the measure, and restrain Col. Warner, by " a positive 
order," from receiving any of the men who might be sent him. 
" This," said he, "appears to be necessary to prevent the im
mediate shedding of blood ; and without it, I fear all those 
ealamities and misfortunes which are the natural attendants of 
a civil war." Notwithstanding this appeal, Congress neglected 
to comply with the request of Governor Clinton. Meantime, 
the adherents of Vermont were busily engaged in strengthening 
their government and in increasing the number of their sup
porters, not only in their own state, but in the other states of 
the Union.t 

• George Clinton Papers, in N.Y. State Lib., TOL T. dOCI. 166'7, 1688. wn
li&IDI'I Hill Vt., let ed. P· 24'7: 2d ed. ii. 186. 
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In compliance with the promise made to Governor Clinton 
by Pelatiah Fitch as chairman of the committee, an attempt 
was made dnring the month of August, to ascertain whether 
the majority of the voters in the southern part of the county, 
would support the jurisdiction of Vermont or New York. From 
some of the towns interrogated, no answer was received, but 
from the reports obtained, and from an examination of other 
sources of information, it appeared that in the towns of Hins
dale, Guilford, Halifax, Brattleborough, Marlborough, Draper, 
Fulham, Newfane, Putney, Westminster, Springfield, and 
W eathersfield, there were at the time of the enumeration about 
four hundred and eighty voters who supported the jurisdiction 
of New York, three hundred and twenty who supported the 
jurisdiction of Y ermont, and one hundred and eighty..Uve who 
were neutral in opinion. Although this statement was favora
ble to New York, yet it must be remembered that of those 
who were fri~ndly towards this state, many were prepared to 
declare their allegiance to Vermont if strenuous measures were 
not soon taken to protect them in the exercise of their rights, 
and further, that of those who were neutral in opinion, nearly 
all of them might be considered as the well-~shers, if not the 
advocates, of the new state.* 

On the 12th of March, a petition had been presented to the 
Vermont Legislature by a number of towns inN ew Hampshire, 
praying that they might be allowed to become a part of the 
former state, and subject to its jurisdiction. The application 
having been entertained in the Assembly for several days, was 
finally submitted to the people. When the discussion of the 
subject was renewed, on the 11th of June, at the summer session 
of the Legislature, thirty-five of the representatives, expressing 
the views of the towns to which they belonged, declared in 
favor of the union, and twelve against it. Sixteen towns were 
accordingly added to the territory of Vermont. These were 
Cornish, Lebanon Dresden,t Lime,t Orford, Piermont, Haver
hill, Bath, Lyman, Apthorp,§ Enfield, Canaan, Cardigan,l 
Landaff, Gnnthwaite,,. and Morristown.** Although no act was 

• See AppeudiJ: J. 
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passed to that efi'ect, they were regarded as a portion of Cum
berland county, and were so referred to whenever it became 
necessary to legislate concerning them. On the 17th of June, 
judges were appointed for Westminster and New bury, the two 
shires of Cumberland county, and the jurisdiction of the judges 
was understood to extend over that part of New Hampshire to 
which the revolted towns had until now belonged. At the 
session in October, more energetic measnres were taken to 
establish in Cumberland county the machinery of law, in order 
to enable the new state to compel obedience to its authority. 
J ostices of the peace were appointed in eighteen towns, and 
two of the probate districts were supplied with judges. In the 
shire of Cumberland the superior court was ordered to hold a 
session at Westminster, on the second ThUI'flday in Xareh, 
1779, and in the shire of Newbury, at the town of Newbury, 
on the second Thursday of September, 1779. The tint session 
of the court, however, was held at Bennington on the lOth of 
December, 1778. On that occasion, persons who had been 
charged with committing crimes in Cumberland county, were 
conveyed &Cl'088 the mountains for trial. Among the complaints 
presented by John Burnnm, Jr., the state's attorney, waa one 
against Titus Simonds of Hertford, charging him with "inimi
cal conduct" towards Vermont, and the United States, in that 
he, on the 4th of September, 1777, "did go over to the enemy, 
and aid, and assist them against the said states." The friends 
of New York, when they saw that the laws of Vermont were 
prevailing, determined to assert whatever power they had, and 
counteract the current which was setting iu against them. 
Though they could not establish and maintain a superior court, 
yet justices of the peace, and other officers both civil and 
military were created in different parts of the county, and 
many towns were thus provided with two sets of officials, one 
of New York, and the other of Vermont appointment, both 
ltriving to further the ends of justice, and each endeavoriDg to 
frustrate the attempts of the other.* 

Ever since the sixteen New Hampshire towns had been ad
mitted into union with Vermont, great dissatisfaction had pre
vailed on both sides of the Connecticut among those who were 
opposed to this act. In vain were all the efforts of the Legia-

• Slade'e n Statt Papers, pp. 89, 90, 2'11, 2'14, 184. :MS. Counall Becordl of 
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Jatu.re of V ~mont to restore peace. The experiment of annex
ation, hazardous in the beginning, beg&I;t now to assume an as
pect threatening the very foundation of the new state. In this 
crisis, the General Assembly, on the 23d of October, 1778, re
solved to lay the subject before their constituents and request 
them to instruct their representatives how to proceed in relation 
to this unfortunate connection at the next session of the Legis
lature. The impolicy, as well as the injustice "of aiding in the 
dismemberment of New Hampshire," was too apparent to the 
friends and supporters of Vermont, to admit of a doubt of the 
course proper to be pursued. On the 12th of February, 1779, 
the instructions of the representatives on this point were can
vassed, at the winter session of the Legislature, and in confor· 
mity with these instructions, the union was declared " totally 
void, null, and extinct." On the 17th of March, soon after the 
8WlOWlcement of this result, a petition was presented to the 
Legislature of New Hampshire, praying that the whole of the 
" Grants" might be " connected and confederated" with that 
state. The majority of the committee to whom this petition 
was referred, reported favorably, but when the question upon 
the adoption of the report was taken, on the 2d of April, the 
further considerntion of the subject was laid upon the table. 
At the following session the report was taken from the table, 
and having been received and accepted by the House on the 
24th of J nne, was readily concurred in by the Council. So 
complete was the change, that Vermont, instead of occupying 
the position of an encroaching state, found herself the subject 
of a demand which, should it be successful, would put an And 
to her separate existence, unless Congress should interfere, and 
agree to receive her as the fourteenth state in the confederacy.* 

The February session of the Vermont Legielature continued 
sixteen days, during which time nearly one hundred acts were 
pM8ed for regulating such matters as required immediate at
tention. Various laws oetensibly introduced for the benefit of 
the whole state, but more particularly intended to affect the 
county of Cumberland, were enacted, while others were passed 
with a direct reference to the affairs of this county. In order 
to increase the revenue of the state, the estates of thoee inhabit
ants of Cumberland county who bad joined the enemies of V er
mont and of the United States were, on the 16th of February, 

• Slade's Vt.. State Papen, pp. 101-106. 
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declared confiscated and subject to be employed fOr such pur
poses as might be prescribed. Major Thomas Chandler was, on 
the 30th of April, appointed commiBBioner for the sale of con
fiscated estates in Rockingham, Chester, and Westminster. 
Capt. Ebenezer Curtis was chosen to the same office on the 16th 
of July, with jurisdiction in the towns of Windsor, Hertford, 
Woodstock, and Reading. On the lOth of June, 1780, Timothy 
Bartholomew waa vested with similar powers in the towns of 
Norwich, Sharon~ Thetford, Stratford, Fairlee, and Mooretown. 
:Meantime the court of confiscation was established on a differ
ent basis, and the powers which had fo_rmerly belonged to it 
were, on the 2d of June, 1779, vested in the Governor and any 
four of' his Council. Satisfactory evidence having been produced 
against a number of persons who had joined the enemy, several 
valuable estates in Cumberland county became, in consequence, 
the property of Vermont. These estates had previously been 
owned by Capt. Timothy I.ovell of Rockingham, Andrew Nor
too of Windsor, William Paterson aud Crean Brush of West
minster, Samuel Gale ofBrattleborough, Zadock Wright of He~ 
ford, Titus Simonds and Charles Ward Apthorpe. In accord
ance with the instructions under which the commi88ioners acted, 
deeds of the property sold were given " in the name and behalf 
of the representatives of the freemen" of Vermont, and great 
care was taken that those who purchased should be firmly 
secured in their possession.* 

For several months no open disturbances between the partisans 
of Vermont and New York had occurred, and so little had the 
opposing parties interfered in the affairs of one another, that 
hopes were entertained that it would be p088ible, withont 
hindrance, . to hold an election for the purpose of choosing a 
representative to sit in the Legislature of New York. But this 
temporary calm was not the prelude of settled weather. No 
sooner were courts of justice established in Vermont, than pro
secutions were commenced against the su bj ccts of New York, 
whenever an occasion was presented, and what had been before 
dislike and opposition became now animosity and hatred. By 
the fuurth. article of the Declaration of Rights of Vermont, 
"the sole, exclusive, and inherent right of governing and regulat
ing the internal police" of the state was vested in those of the 

• Slade's Vt. State Papen, pp. 28'7-388. MS. Reoordll Gea. AIL Vt.,l778. In
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inhabitants who acknowledged its jurisdiction. By the nine
teenth section of the Constitution, it was necessary that all co~
missions should be in the name of the freemen of the state, 
sealed with the state seal; signed by the governor, and attested 
by the secretary. Owing to a failure on the part of those who 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of New York to recognise these 
facts, trouble not unfrequently arose. The course pursued by 
the officers of Vermont in enforcing their laws, is shown in the 
following incident. 

Hilkiah Grout, a citizen of W eathersfield, not only acknow
ledged the jurisdiction of New York, but had received the 
commission of a justice of the peace from that state. Being 
requested as an officer of New York, by William Oliver, a 
gentleman from New Hamphire, to take the depositions of a 
number of persons who resided on the banks of Otter creek, 
whose testimony was to be used in the superior court at 
Exeter, before which court affidavits witnessed by Vermont 
officers were not deemed valid, he set out from home with 
Oliver on the 16th of February, and on reaching the town of 
Shrewsbury prepared to remain there until Oliver should find 
the persons whose evidence was desired. On the 17th, towards 
evening, Oliver returned with the witnesses, and their state
ments were sworn to and subscribed in due form. About two 
o'clock on the morning of the 18th, the house in which Grout 
lodged was surrounded by seven men, " armed with guns, 
swords, bayonets," and other weapons. Having obtained ad
mission tO the building, they seized the justice and conveyed 
him to Rutland, showing him no abuse except by their "surly 
look." A court of inquiry, composed of a number of the officers 
in CoL Seth Warner's regiment, was soon after orgttnized at Fort 
Ranger, " to examine and hear the evidence tor and against 
snch prisoners" as should be brought before them. By order 
of Capt. Gideon Brownson, commissioner, the court proceeded 
to try Hilkiah Grout, charged by two of the citizens with being 
engaged with certain others his associates, in "planning some
thing very enemical to the United States of America." The 
prisoner pleaded not guilty, and the court, after hearing the 
evidence, decided that the charge was not supported. This 
judgment was approved of by Capt. Thomas Lee, the presiding 
officer, and Grout was set at liberty. 

No sooner had he obtained his dismiBBal, than he was again 
arrested on a warrant from Benjamin Whipple, a justice by 

Digitized by Coogle 



380 niSTORY OF .IU..8TKRN VERKOBT • (1779. 

. appointment from Vermont, in which he was described as "a 
transient persoo, who pretends to officiate in this state in the 
character of a justice of the peace, not having authority derived 
from the freemen of this state as stipulated by the constitution." 
The writ was made returnable "as soon as conveniently may be, 
before the subscriber'' at the house of William Roberta. On the 
examination held on the 19th, Reuben Squire testified that Oliver 
had introduced Grout to him as a justice of the peace, and had 
desired him, his wife, and his daughter, to testify before Grout 
"concerning a piece of Holland cloth." Charles Button also 
made affidavit, that he, at the request of Oliver, had been at the 
house of Lemuel White, in Shrewsbury, and had there taken 
an oath, and borne witness before Grout as a justice, in a ease 
then pending between Oliver and one West. Abel Spencer and 
Lemuel White testified to the same effect. The charge in the 
warrant being supported, Grout was ordered to procure bonds 
in the sum of £1,000 lawful money for his appearance before the 
superior court at their session iri June, or in default to be com
mitted "to close gaoL" Bonds having been given, the prisoner 
was released. On his return home he wrote to Micah Townsend, 
of Brattleborough, and, in the account which he gave of the 
.affair, referred to the forbearance of the V ennonters, by declaring 
that he had "neither been whipped nor insulted." Oliver, at 
whose suggestion he had undertaken his official journey, was 
brought before the same tribunal by which Grout had been 
adjudged guilty, and was mulcted in a fine of £5, and in cosUI 
£3, " for introducing an unconstitutional justice into the state 
of Vermont." 

When the superior court assembled at Rutland, on the lOth 
of June, Grout was tried on the charges which had been sub
stantiated at the examination. His only defence was a denial 
of the jurisdiction of Vermont. The court, however, refused to 
hear the reasons which ho wished to present in support of this 
denial, and adjudged him guilty of " treasonable practices" 
against the state. He was ordered to pay a fine of £1~0 law
ful money, to which were added the costs of the suit, making 
the whole sum more than £180. Not considering it advisable 
to submit to this exaction, as he deemed it, he notified a deter
mination to that effect to the clerk of the court, and was informed, 
that in case the money was not paid, execution would immediately 
issue, unless he should ask it u a favor of the court to stay pro
ceedings for a few months. "I was not," wrote Grout to 
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Govemor Clinton, " in a temper ot' mind to ask any favours of 
them, and so returned home." The sheriff of Cumberland 
county was thereupon commanded to levy upon his goods and 
chattels, and after disposing of them in accordance with the 
laws of the state, to place a portion of the proceeds equal to 
the amount of the mulct in the hands of the state treasurer.* 

At the February session, an act had been passed for the punish
ment of defamation. By one of its provisions whoever should 
vilify any court of justice, or its sentence or proceedings, or 
traduce any of its magiatn.tes, judges, or justices, on account of 
any act or sentence therein promulgated, was, ·on the conviction 
of the offence, made liable to punishment by fine, imprison
ment, disfranchisement, or banishment. On account of the 
·license in language which then as now prevailed, an opportu
nity was soon presented for trying the efficacy of this act. 
Nathan Stone, a .citizen of Windsor, but a Yorker in prin

. ciple, having been charged with using '' reproachful and 
scandalous" words on the 15th of :March concerning the "au
thority" of the state, was arraigned before the superior court 
at W eetmilwter. On examination, it was proved that in the 
presence of "many good and faithful subjects" of the state, he 
had said to the sheriff. John Benjamin, "God damn you and 
your governor, and council." He pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and judgment haTing been rendered against him on the 26th of 
May, he was fined £20 lawful money and costs, and was 
obliged to give bonds in the snin of £1,000, as a guaranty for 
his future conduct. t 

• Slade'• Vt. State Papere, pp. 244-2111. MS. records of Vt. aourta. George 
Clinton Papers inN. Y. State Lib., vol viL doce. 20911, 2198; vol viiL doc. U64. 
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Vermont .Militia Law-Obedience to it refilled in PntDey-SergMilt .McWain 
endeavora to enforee it-Reeistance ia olfered-Frienda of New York convene M 
Brattleborough-Letter from CoL Patteraon to Gov. Clinton-Clinton to Samuel 
Minott-Ciinton to John .Jay-Thirty..O: Yorkera arrelted and lodged in the 
.JNI at W eetminlter-Ethan Allen-Hie tyranniea1 oharaote-.Trial of the 
Yorkera-.Allen inceuaed at the Proceedings of the Court-Hie Indignant Speech 
-The Plea of the Yorkera-They are declared Guilty and Fined-Letter from 
Ira Allen to Benjamin Bellows-Act to prevent the Exercise of Authority not 
derived from Vermont-Proclamation of Gov. Chittenden-InfOI'IIUition of the 
Trea~ent of the Yorkera oommunicated to GoY Clinton and to Congre.
Courae of Congreee-Letter from Gov. Clinton to Samuel Minott-Clinton to 
Wuhington-Clinton to Jay-The Committees of Six Towns in Cumberland 
County to Clinton-.Micah Townsend to Clinton-Reeolvee of Congres-Fmther 
Attempte of Vermont Ofticera to enforee Obedience to the Lawa of the State
Letter from the Committee of Cougrta to Samuel .Minott-Gov. Chittenden to 
a Friend-Doings of the Committee-Convention of the Yorkera-Their 
Petition to Cougreee-Their Letter to Gov. Clinton-Action of the New York 
Legislature-Letter from Gov. Chittenden to President Jay-Proceedings in 
Congreea relative to Vermont. 

ME.urrnm events which marked with greater clearness the dUfer
ences between the cont.ending parties residing in Vermont were 
attracting general attention. In the act p~ at the February 
session of the Legislature of that state, for forming and regulat
ing the militia, and for encouraging "military skill," power 
was given to each captain or commanding officer of a militia 
company, in obedience to an order to that effect from the 
governor, to draft men within the district over which his com
mand extended. Any soldier who shonld refuse to serve, was 
obliged to forfeit and pay the s11111 of £18, to be recovered "by 
bill, plaint, or information." In default of goods or estate, he 
was to be "dM.poseil of in aeMJice' to some citizen of Vermont 
or of the United States, so to remain until the liability waa dis-
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charged, "any law, usage, or custom-to the contrary not
withstanding." P:r:ovision was also made for raising men by 
the following method. The captain or commanding officer 
having first taken the advice of his under officers, was author
ized to make a roll of those whose services he had a right to 
demand, and divide them into classes equal in number to the 
number of men required. Each class was ordered to furnish a 
man, and in case of refusal to comply with this regulation, the 
commanding officer was directed to hire one man for every 
class neglecting or refusing, and pledge the faith of the state 
for the payment of his wages. To defray the charge, the com
manding officer was further directed, after taking counsel with 
his subordinates, to collect the amount of the sum expended, 
from the members of each class for which a man had been 
hired, particular reference being had in equalizing the assess
ment to modifying circumstances, such as past services and the 
estates of persons. Any goods or chattels seized in order to 
satisfy the assessment were to be sold by public vendue, and 
any overplus, after discharging the liability, was to be returned 
to the owner or owners of the property solrl. Such were the 
regulations under which the militia establishment of Vermont 
was to be maintained. 

In conformity, as was reported, with advice received early in 
the spring from Brigadier-General James Clinton, the com
mander-in-chief of the northem department, orders were iBBued 
by the Vermont Board of War, during the month of April, 
directing a levy of men for the service, not only of the state 
but of the United States, in guarding the frontier settlements. 
As Governor Clinton was informed that a draft had been made 
by the authority of the " pretended state of Vermont," predi
cated on advice from a high quarter, he communicated the 
intelligence to his brother James on the 21st of April, and took 
occasion at the same time to remind him of the necessity of 
continuing to act with the utmost caution towards " those 
designing and turbulent people," the V ef!Donters, and" to avoid 
giving them even the least shadow of encouragement in the 
exercise of their undue authority." In his reply of the 28th, 
General Clinton remarked, that he had always been very care
ful in his conduct towards the supporters of the usurped 
authority, and suggested that the assertion made by them con
ceming himself, must have been founded on the advice he had 
given them on their frequent application for troops, the effect 
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of which WM " that they should have a number of their militia 
ready to turn out on the shortest notice." 

Among those engaged in drafting men nnder the militia law 
above referred to, wae one William McWain, a sergeant iD 
Capt. Daniel Jewet's company, which company fonned a pm 
of the first regiment of the state militia, commanded by Samttel 
Fletcher. The V ermonte:rs readily consented to enlist or pay 
their proportion as directed by the state. Not eo the Yorkers. 
To them obedience in military atfainl to a state whose jllrisdie
tion they did not acknowledge, was :flagrant abandonment of 
principles. Many of them on this account refused to serve, or 
pay their proportion towards hiring men to go in their stead. 
Prominent in their opposition to these regulations were Capt. 
James Clay, Lieut. Benjamin Willson, and a certain Mr. eum.. 
mings, all of Putney. To no purpose did MeW ain represent to 
them the dange:rs they were incurring, by refusing to comply 
with the requisitions of the state. Their course they had 
already decided upon, and from it they were not to be tnmed. 
Prompt in the performance of his duty, Me Wain informed them 
of the amount of the fine to which they had subjected them
selves and demanded payment. Payment wae refused. The 
sergeant then proceeded to levy upon their estates to satisfy 
the claim, and on the 21st of April, took into his pOBSession two 
cows, one belonging to Clay and the other to Willson, and 
ga>e notice that a week hence they would be disposed of in 
Putney at public outcry. An opportunity was now offered to 
the Y orke:rs to resist. This they determined to do. Infonna
tion of the time and place of the sale was accordingly conveyed 
to a few of the residents in the neighboring towns who were 
friendly to New York, and, on the morning of the 28th, near 
one hundred of those who had received notice assembled, un
armed, in PUtney. They were principally members of CoL 
Eleazer Patte:rson's regiment, and w~re under his charge and 
that of his field office:rs. To oppose a force like this, the V er
mont sergeant was Jii.Ot prepared. Still he was unwilling to 
stop or postpone the sale. Vainly did the Y orke:rs endeavor 
by calm argument to convince him of the impropriety of his 
conduct, and pe:rsuade him to give up the cowt~. Satisfied that 
force alone could avail, they took possession of the cattle with 
but little difficulty, restored them to tbe owne:rs, and returned 
without further disturbance, to their homes. 

On the 4th of May following, the committees of Hinsdale, 
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&ilf'ord, BJ'8ttleborough, Fulham, Putney, Westminster, Rock
ingham, Springfield, and W eathersfield, "chosen for the pur
pose of" opposing the pretended state of Vermont," convened 
at Brattleborough, and prepared a petition, addressed to Go
vernor Clinton, and signed by Samuel Minott, chairman, in 
their behalf. In this paper, they set forth the disadvantages 
onder which they had labored from being compelled to live 
without the benefits arising from a well regulated government, 
and descn"bed, in langnage indignant yet respectful, the annoy
anees to which the tempormng measures of Congress had sub
jected them. They referred to the hope they had entertained, 
thet Congress would nee " the first moment they could spare from · 
more important concerns, to recommend to the revolted subj eets 
of the state a return to their allegiance," and stated the reasons 
which had led them to indulge this hope. " We were encou
raged to expeet it," said they, "not only as the revolt establish
ed a precedent which might be dangerous in other states, and 
• the continent could derive no assistance of consequence from 
the' Grants,' either in men or money, while they remain under 
a disputed government, but because the states had confederated 
for their mutual and general welfare, and bound themselves to 
aarist each other against all force offered to, or attacks made 
upon, any of them, on account of sovereignty or on any other 
pretence whatsoever." 

As the result of this apathy on the part of Congress, they 
made mention of the 1088es which the United States had suffer
ed in the confiscation of the estates of Tories by the new state, 
the proceeds-from which would, under a different management, 
have gone to mpply the national treasury. They also ennme
mted the indignities to which they had been forced to submit, 
and the measures which they had been obliged to adopt to 
suppress the machinations of theiJ: foes. Assuming, then, a 
right to protection from the government whose jurisdiction they 
l'ek:nowiedged, which right, if it needed confirmation, had been 
confirmed by the solemn engagement of the Legislature of 
New York, to concur in such measures as might be necessary 
to protect their constituents-assuming this right, they de
manded a " speedy and effectual execution" of the promise 
which had been made them, and prayed for the adoption of 
measures which would convince Congress of the impropriety 
of further delay. "We shall otherwise," said they, "be com
pelled to obey a government which we view as a usmpation, 
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and add our strength to oppose one which we conceive entitled 
to our dutiful obedience and support."* 

On the 5th of May, Col. Patterson wrote to Gov. Clinton an 
account of the disturbances which had occurred in Putney. 
He also stated that in Fulham some of the subjects of New 
York, choosing rather to submit than to contend, had lately 
been deprived of their property by the directian of Vermont 
officials, and that in Guilford a tax had been levied upon those 
who it was supposed had done least in support of the war, which 
tax the collectors had not as yet been able to xewe, on ac
count of the strength of the opposition. He further expressed 
his fears lest the attempts which had been made in W estmin
ster and Rockingham by the Vermonters to draft Yorkers, 
would end in broils, as the parties in those towns were nearly 
equal. t In anticipation of combined and strenuous efforts, on 
the part of the V ermonten~, to seize the property.and persoiUI of 
such as refused to acknowledge their authority, he asked for 
advice, and suggested the neceBBity of iBSuing orders to the 
militia of Albany county to hold themselves in readinees to 
afford him assistance. Although unable to present au exact 
return of' his command, he estim.ated it at five hundred, officers 
and men included, who were " but .poorly armed," and almost 
destitute of ammunition. U nleBB the Legislature of New York 
should give the desired aid, he announced his determination 
to resign his commission and retir.e from the public service. 
This letter and the petition, were entrusted to Micah Townsend, 
who delivered them to Governor Clinton at Kingston.~ 

On the 14th of May, Clinton wrote, in repzy, to Samuel 
Minott of Brattleborongh, expreBBing his belief that the decision 
of Congress would be favorable to New York, and that the de-

• Papers relating to Vt. Oontroveray, in office Seo. State N. Y., p. 9. 
t On the eame day in which the letter epitomized in the text wu written. 

Capt. Lemuel Sargents of Rookingham, while engaged in eldbrcing one of the 
Jaws of Vermont, waa threatened and inmlted by llaao Reed, Enoe Lovell, Aahur 
Evans, and other inhabitanta of that town. Being arraigned nt W eetminster, on 
the 26th of May, they were charged in the information of the state's attorney, 
with a "ftagrant violation" of the rnlee of~Miety, of the law1 of the land, and of 
1111 act of the state pueed in the month of February preoeding, entitled, "AD aot 
lor preventing and punishing riota and riotera." Having been adjudged guilty, 
Reed waa fined £80 6a 6d. ; Evane, .£25 611. 6d. ; and Lovell, .£20 61. 6d. To 
eatisfy theee mulota, executions were ieaued, and the sheriff wu directed to sell 
auoh a portion of the eetatel df the delinq'ltenta u would meet the demand. 
JrfS8. Information, El:ecution, &c. Slade'• Vt. State Papers, 846-848. 

t Papera relatin1 to Vt. Controveny; in oftloe See. StateN. Y., p. 10. 
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lay which had charactemed their proceedings had arisen from 
no other canse than the neeessity of first attending to topics of 
greater importance. "As in my former lette't"R, so in this," 
wrote he, " I forbear to point out the line of conduct I could 
wish the well-affected inhabitants in your quarter should ob
serve upon every particular occasion. I conceive it impossible, 
and therefore can only recommend, in general, firmness and 
prudence, and in no instance to acknowledge the authority of 
V ennont, unless where there is no altemati ve left between sub
mission and inevitable ruin. This appears to me the only pro
per advice I can give at present, till we are favored with the 
sentiments of Congress relative to the dispute, or until we are 
convinced the business is designedly procrastinated. In either 
case, as the !-egislature have promised, so I have no doubt that 
they will afford you protection, and that efFectual measures will 
be immediately taken for vindicating the rights of this state, 
and enforcing a due submission to legal government. If, how
ever, any outrage or violence, which you may suppose will pro
duce bloodshed, should be committed in the towns continuing 
in their allegiance to New York, either by Green Mountain 
Boys, or any parties who may come under a pretence of carry
ing into execution the laws of Vermont, you will immediately 
apprise me of it, and you may be assured of all the assistance 
in my power, and I trust it will be sufficient for your safety and 
defence. In the mean time I will myself endeavor to procure 
intelligence, and if I should discover that any attempt will be 
made by Vermont to reduce you by force of arms, I will in
stantly issue my orders to the militia, who are properly equip
ped, and who will be led against the enemies of the state who
ever they may happen to be." Other passages in this letter 
contained words of encouragement and promises of assistance, 
calculated to awaken hope and excite to action. "I could 
ardently wish," were Clinton's closing words, "that the inhabit
ants of V ennont would conduct themselves in such manner as 
to avoid the necessity of bringing matters to a crisis ruinous to 
them, and very injurious to individuals among us."* 

On the 18th of May, Clinton transmitted to John Jay, the pre
sident ofCongreBB, the papers he had received through Townsend 
and others, with a request that Jay would lay them before Con
gress. In the letter which accompanied these papers, he stre-

• Papen relating to Vt. Controversy, in oftlee Sec. State 'N.Y., p. 11. 
22 
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nuously advocated the immediate interposition of Congress as 
the only means which could pOBBibly avail to ward off the 
dangers impending. " The Legislature," wrote he, " have from 
time to time given the most solemn assurances of protection to 
their well affected subjects, and relying upon these promises, 
the inhabitants of several towns have hitherto persevered in 
their allegiance to this state. They will not, I imagine, remain 
much longer content with mere promises, and I daily expect 
that I shall be obliged to. order out a force in their defence. 
The wisdom of Congress will readily suggesno them what will 
be the consequence of submitting the controversy, especially at 
this juncture, to the decision of the sword. It will not, how
ever, I trust, be imputed to this state that we have precipitately 
had recourse to coercive measures. We have anxionsly ex
pected the sentiments of Congress upon this impottant bnsiness, 
and it was our earnest wish that in the mean time the inhabit
ants of the ' Grants' who deny the authority of this state would, 
by a proper conduct on their part, have prevented the necessity 
of force. But justice, the faith of government, and the peace 
and safety of society, will not permit us to continue longer 
passive spectators of the violence committed upon our fellow
citizens."* 

While Clinton was striving to interest Congress in the topics 
which were attracting so much attention in New York, the 
Yorkers and Vermonters were as busily engaged in prosecuting 
their various schemes. As soon as it was known in Cumberland 
county that Col. Patterson and his men had set at naught the 
laws of Vermont, CoL Samuel Fletcher, commandant of one of 
the Vermont regiments in that county, went over to Arlington 
to consult with the state Council. Ethan Allen, ever since his 
return from captivity, had threatened to lead his Green Moun
tain Boys against the rebellious Yorkers, in the south-eastern 
comer of the state, and now that the,V ermonters seemed deter· 
mined to enforce submission to their authority, fears were enter
tained that he would not only put his threat in execution, but, 
in pursuance of a general plan, endeavor to subdue all who 
opposed the jurisdiction of Vermont. 

As the initiative step in the proceedings which were to follow, 
Sergeant MeW ain, on the 18th of May, entered a complaint 
against those who had been engaged in the rescue of the cows, 

• Papel'l relatiDg to Vt. Controversy, in ofiice Sec. State N. Y., p. 12. 
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and damages were laid at £1,000 lawful money. Writs were 
issued, signed by Ira Allen, for the arrest of forty-four persons, 
among whom were the officers in Brattleborough, Putney, and 
Westminster who had received commissions from New York, 
charged with "enemical conduct" in opposing the authority 
of the state. Of this number thirty-six were taken and con
fined in the jail at Westminster. No return was made of the 
remaining eight.* Closely crowded together in one room, the 
prisoners were obliged to remain standing on their feet during 
the first night of their confinement. This, and the excessh·e 
heat of the weather, rendered their sufferings almost intolerable. 
In answer to their just demands, more comfortable quarters 
were, on the next day, provided for them, and their situation 
during the week in which they continued in prison, although 
by no means agreeable, was thus rendered endurable. That 
the sheriff mignt be protected in the execution of his office, 
Gov. Chittenden, as captain-general of the state militia, ordered 
Col Ethan Allan to engage "one hundred able-bodied, effecti>e 
men, as volunteers, in the county of Bennington, and march 
them into the county ·of Cumberland," there to remain during 
the sitting of the court. Orders for men were also issued to 
Col. Joseph Marsh and Col. Samuel Fletcher, and during the 
week of the trial a force varying from two hundred to three 
hundred and fifty were unde~ arms at Westminster. 

Armed with authority from the Governor, Ethan Allen at the 
head of a hundred Green Mountain Boys, boasted of his force 
which he represented as five times greater than it really was. 
In his intercourse with the Yorkers, he abused them in the most 
insulting terms. Not only with his tongue, but with his sword also, 
he assailed those who differed from him in opinion. Vermont, he 
swore, should be established as a state, let the cost be what it 
might; and if bombast and effrontery could have accomplished 
this end, there would have been no occasion for the efforts of 
any other person. Allen's rhodomontade would have effected 
that which was finally realized only by time and compromise. To 
such a pit.ch of rage were the Yorkers incensed by his conduct, 
that the reluctance to shedding human blood was alone sufficient 
to deter.them from resisting his petty tyranny, and releasing the 
prisoners who were guarded by his men. At this crisis, a meet-

• Theee were Inael Smith of Brattleborongh; Charles Kathan, William Perry, 
Noah Sabin Jr., and Jo.epb Lusher of Putney; Jo.epb Ide, Iehabod Ide Jr., and 
- Wilcox of W eetminater.-M.S. Court Records. 
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ing of the county committee composed of New York adherentB, 
was convened at Brattleborough on the 25th of May. An 
account of the events of the preceding week was prepared by 
Samuel Minott, the chairman on that occasion, and was for· 
warded to Governor Clinton by an express. The prayer for 
relief was of a nature not to be mistaken. If aid is not ren
dered,·" our persons and property," said they, "must be at the 
disposal of Ethan Allen, which is more to be dreaded than 
death with all its terrors."* 

An adjourned session of the superior court was held at West
minster on the 26th of May. Moses Robinson of Bennington, 
presided as chief judge, assisted by John Shephardson of Guil· 
ford, John Fasset Jr., of Arlington, Thomas Chandler Jr., of 
Chester, and Capt. John Throop of Pomfret, side judges. To 
guard against interruption during the session, the people of the 
town who supported the jurisdiction of Vermont forcibly seized 
the public stock of gunpowder, amounting to one h1mdred 
pounds, which had been provided by the state of New York, 
and placed twenty-five pounds of it in the hands of their friends. 
Preliminaries having been arranged, the prisoners, under a strong 
guard, were marched from the jail-rooms in the lower part of 
the county hall to the court-room in the second story. Noah 
Smith, the state's attorney, exhibited a complaint against the 
delinquents, in which he stated, that they were assembled at 
Putney on the 28th of April previous, " in a riotous and unlaw
ful manner;" that they, at that time, made an assault upon one 
William MeW ain, " a lawful officer in the execution of a lawful 
command," and rescued out of his hands and possession two 
cows, which he had taken by legal measures. He charged that 
such " wicked conduct" was a flagrant violation of the com
mon law of the land, and contrary to the force and effect of a 
statute law of the state, entitled, "An act to prevent riots, dis
orders, and contempt of authority within this state, and for 
punishing the same."t 

• Papers relating to Vt. Controversy, in office Sec. StateN. Y., p. 1& 
t A!! an example of the senrity of the earlier lawe of Vermont, the act referred 

to in the text is given entire. It was paesed at the BCBBion oC the General Al&em
bly holden at Bennington, in February, 1779, and, with the ezcepti.on.of its title, 
is as follows :-

" Whereas, breaking open gaola, reecuing prisoners, &c., are much to the da· 
mage of civil society. 

" Which to prevent, 
" Be it enacted, and it ia hereby enacted, by the representative~ of the freemen 
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Much time having been occupied in perfecting the arrange
menta incident to the occasion, and the day being far spent, the 
court announced a recess until the following morning. On their 
return to the jail, the prisoners held a consultation in order to 
decide upon the course which in the present emergency could 
be pursued with the greatest advantage. Of their number was 
.Micah Townsend of Brattleborough, a lawyer of ability. By 
his advice they addressed a petition to the judges of the court, 
in which they set forth the ·peculiarity of their situation, and the 
want of impartiality in the proceedings then in progress against 
them. They averred that on account of the recency of their 
apprehension, and the strictness of their confinement, they had 
been unable to procure any writings or witnesses to substan
tiate the pleas which they might wish to offer, and, further, that 
they could not be "justified to their consciences and to the 
world," should they omit any "prudent and lawful measures to 
acquit themselves." They also desired the privilege of obtain
ing counsel from another state, to plead their several causes. 

of the lltate of Vermont, in General .A.embly met, and by the authority of the 
Mme, that iC any penon, or persona, 1hall impede or hinder any officer, judicial or 
eatecutive, cinl err military, under the authority of this state, in the execution of 
b.ia office-on ccm viction thereof before the superior court :of this state, [the 
ofFender) ahall be whipped on the naked back, not exceeding one hundred luhe1 
for the fint offence, and pay all costs and damage~ that lhall accrue from such 
dieorder, beeide cost of prosecution; and, for want of e~tate to pay said ooets, 
damages, etc., the offender may be bound in .ervice to any subject of this state, 
for such time u llball be judged by aaid court to be sufficient to pay said 001t1, 
damages, &c. And said court are hereby authori&ed to bind said delinquent. 

" Be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that iC any person lhall be 
gnilty of a .econd. offence of the like nature, and lhall be convicted thereof, he 
~hall be branded with the letter C on the forehead and ahall be whipped on the 
naked back, not exceeding one hundred lalhes ; to be repeat.ed every time of con
viction. 

" Be it further enacted, by the authority doresaid, that if any person or per
I!Orut, either directly or indirectly, lhall break open, or aid or -iet in breaking 
open, any gaol, or place of confinement, wherein any prisoner or prieonen may 
be confined by tbe authority of this state, on conviction thereof, [the olfender] 
shall be whipped on the naked back, not exceeding one hundred laahee, and be 
bl'&llded on the forehead with the letter B, and pay a fine, not exceeding one bun· 
dred pounds, and all coati and damage~ that may accrue from such dii!Order, toge
ther with COlt of prosecution ; and for want of e~tate to pay laid 001ts and da
IIUI(fel, the offender may be bound in service u aforelaid. 

.. That the superior court, before the dismilaion of euoh delinquent, may eall 
on him to give bonds, in surety, not exceeding three thousand pounds, for his good 
behaviour ; and in eue auch delinquent shall refuse to give 1uch •urety, said court 
are hereby empowered to confine such delinqu.,nt in any of the gaoll in thil 
state."-Slade'e Vt. State Papen, p. 300. 
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To obtain these ends, they prayed that the court might be 
adjourned, for at least one month. To this petition were sub
scribed the names of twenty-eight of the prisoners. Ita only 
effect was to procure as counsel for the delinquenta, Stephen 
Row Bradley, then of Bennington, the temporary clerk of the 
court. ' 

·when the court resumed business on the morning of the 27th, 
the state's attorney having become satisfi'ed of his inability to 
sustain the complainta which he had instituted against three of 
the prisoners, John Kathan, John Kathan Jr., and Lieut. Daniel 
Kathan, all of Dummerston, entered a nolle pr08equi in their 
cases and withdrew the suits. At the same time the defendants' 
attorney, Mr. Bradley, presented a motion to quash the indict
ments preferred against Stephen Greenleaf Jr., of Brattle
borongh, Joseph Goodlme of Putney, and Josiah White, on the 
ground of the nonage of the parties. The motion was granted, 
and the court was about to proceed with the trial of the remain
ing prisoners, when an unexpected interruption took place. 
Ethan Allen, who, with his men, had been engaged at West
minster in assisting the sheriff and guarding the prisoners, had 
watched with interest and satisfaction the transactions of the 
preceding day, and had expressed great pleasure at the manner 
in which the goddeBS of justice seemed to be preparing to pu
nish the rebellious Yorkers. He was not present at the com
mencement of the second day's session, but having heard that 
some of the prisoners were obtaining their discharge, he resolved 
to stop sucq flagitious conduct, and teach the court their duty. 
Accoutred in his military dreBB, with a large cocked hat on his 
head profusely ornamented with gold lace, and a sword of fabu
lous dimensions swinging at his side, he entered the court room 
breathleBB with haste, and pressing through the crowd which 
filled the room, advanced towards the bench whereon the 
judges were seated. Bowing to Moses Robinson who occupied 
the chief seat, and who was his intimate friend, he commenced 
a furious harangue, aimed particularly at the state's attorney, 
and the attorney for the defendants. 

The judge, as soon as he conld recover from his astonishment, 
informed the speaker that the court would gladly listen to his 
remarks as a private citizen, but could not allow him to address 
them, either in military attire, or as a military man. To this 
information Allen replied by a nod, and taking off his chapeau 
threw it on th~ table. He then proceeded to unbuckle his 
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sword, and as he laid it aside with a :flourish, turned to the 
. judge and in a voice like that of a Stentor, exclaimed, 

" For forma of gonrumeut, let fooll oonte&; 
Whate'er ie belt adminiater'd, ie beat."• 

He then turned to the audience and having surveyed them for 
a moment, again addressed the judge, as follows:-" Fifty 
miles, I have come through the woods with my brave men, to 
support the civil with the military arm; to quell any disturb
ances should they arise ; and to aid the sherifF and the court 
in prosecuting these Y orkers-the enemies of our noble state. 
I see, however, that some of them, by the quirks of this artful 
lawyer, Bradley, are escaping from the punishment they so 
richly deserve, and I find also, that this little Noah Smith is far 
from understanding his business, since he at one m"Oment moves 
for a prosecution, and in the next wishes to withdraw it. Let 
me warn your Honor to be on your guard, lest these delinquents 
should slip through your fingers, and thus escape the rewards 
so justly due their crimes." Having delivered himself in these 
words, he with great dignity replaced his hat, and having 
buckled on his sword, left the court room with the air of one 
who seemed to feel the weight of kingdoms on his shoulders. 
After a short interval of silence, business was again resumed. 

Of those against whom warrants had issued, thirty were 
now before the court on trial. These were Col. Eleazer Pat
terson of Hinsdale; Maj. Elkanah Day, Capt. Michael Gilson, 
Lieut. Medad Wright, Benjamin Whitney, Bela Willard, Joseph 
Willard, Bildad Easton, John Norton, and Deacon John Ses
sions of Westminster ; Lieut.-Col. John Sargeants, Lieut. James 
Blakeslee, Lieut. Samuel Root, Micah Townsend, Timothy 
Church, and Benjamin Butterfield of Brattleborough; Capt. 
James Clay, Lieut. James Clay Jr., Lucas Willson, Ephraim 
Clay, Daniel Sabin, Noah Sabin, William Pierce, Noah Cush
ing, Samuel Wheat, Francis Cummings, James Cummings, 
Thomas Pierce, Joseph Jay, and Thomas Nelson of Putney. 
They were generally men of note and in:ftuence, and among 

• Pope's Eaeay on Man, epistle iii n 808, 804. Referring to the eentimen'G 
eontained in these lines, John Adama once observed, "Pope dattered tyrants too 
IIIllCh when he uid, 

" For forma of goTernment, &c." 

l'he Life ud Worb of John Adams, iv. 193. 

Digitized by Coogle 



HISTORY OF EASTER.~ VEBllO.NT. [lii9. 

them were some of greater ability than those who were to pass 
judgment upon their conduct. In answer to the charges prefer
red against them, they pleaded in bar tht al~ough by common · 
law they might be held to answer a portion of the information, 
yet they could not be held to answer that part of it founded on 
the statute, since it was not in their power to know the statute at 
the time when the crimes were said tO have been committed, as 
it had not then been promulgated.* This statement they d~ 
clared themselves ready to verify. The court decided the plea 
in bar to be sufficient, and ordered that part of the information 
brought on the statute to be dismissed. 

The delinquents then pleaded, to general issue, not guilty, and 
gave in evidence that they were subjects of the state of New York, 
and that the acts charged against them in the information as 
offences, were done by virtue of authority granted them by that 
state. Here the defence rested. Witnesses were then examined 
on the part of Vermont, and the cause was returned to the judges, 
who after due consideration pronounced the defendants guilty. 
As a punishment, they were all mulcted, the state being the 
recipient of the proceeds. Eleazer Pattel'BOn, John Sargeants, 
Elkanah Day, and James Clay, were fined, each, £40 lawful 
money. Michael Gilson, Lucas Nelson, and Timothy Church, 
each, £25. Micah Townsend, James Blakeslee, James Clay Jr., 
Benjamin Whitney, Samuel Root, John Norton, and John 
Sessions, each, £20. Ephraim Clay, Medad Wright, Bela 
Willard, Joseph Willard, and Bildad Easton, each, £10. Daniel 
Sabin, Noah Sabin, William Pierce, Noah Cushing, Samuel 
Wheat, Francis Cummings, James Cummings, Joseph Jay, 
Thomas Pierce, and Thomas Willson, each, .£3. Boojamin 
Butterfield, £2. In addition to this the costs of prosecution, 

• The law referred to, and whioh ie given ia full ia a previoue note, wu 
pueed at Bennington in the mouth of February preceding with many othen, b~ 
wu not pnbliahed until eeveral months had elapeed. In a letter from Ira Allen, 
dated at Norwich, .April 19th, 1 '1'19, and addrM&ed "To the iahabitanta of the 
etate of Vermont., w oocur theee worde :-" ~ the lawe of thie state were com
mitted to my eare to eee to the printing of [them], I have to inform, that the 
printere have been aome time engaged in that buain-, and will not attend to ~1 
other until that ia aooompliahed. But to print them, really will take a coneider
able time, and cannot be done u eoon u wu expected, but depend, that theJ 
will be ready to deliver to the Aeeembly at their nut ~on at Wiadaor." The 
eaion referred to, commenced on the id of June. The oll'encee lor whioh the 
Yorkere were tried were committed on the 28th of .April, more than a moath 
before the promulgation of the 1tatute. 
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amounting ·to £1,477 lSs., were divided equally among the 
delinquents.* 

In commenting npon these events, Ira Allen in a letter to 
Benjamin Bellows of Walpole, written from Westminster, 
expreesed what may be regarded as the sentiments of the more 
moderate portion of the partizans of Vermont. " It is not our 
design," said he, " to treat the inhabitants of this county with · 
severity, but with as much lenity as the nature of the case will 
admit. Yet the authority of this state must be supported, for 
commissions from two different states can no longer subsist 
together. We mean not to boast of our victory over those 
gentlemen that were in favour of New York in this county, 
but hope to make them our friends, and have the pleasure of 
treating them as such. We mean this movement as a defiance 
to the old government of New York, with whom we have long 
contended for our properties." 

The effect of these disturbances was visible not only in the 
conduct of the members of the two parties towards one another, 
but also in the measures adopted by the Legislature of Vermont. 
When on the 2d of J nne, the General Assemb~y held a special 
session at Windsor, this effect was made especially apparent. 
The act which was thell passed, entitled, "An act to prevent 
persons from exercising authority, unless lawfully authorized by 
this state," was one of the direct results of the attempt which 
had been made by Col. Patterson to obey the directions of the 
state of New York. No one could mistake the intention of the 
government of Vermont, when it uttered its edicts in terms as 
plain and decided as these :-

"Whereas there are divers persons within this state, who 
have opposed, and do continue to oppose the government there
of; and who do, by every way and means in their power, endea
vor to obstruct the free exercise of the powers of government 
within the same: 

" Which mischief to prevent, 
" Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the representatives 

of the freemen of the state of Vermont, in General Assembly 
met, and by the authority of the same, that if any persons with
in this state, except continental officers, shall, after the first day 
of September next, accept, hold, or exercise any office, either 

• MS. Court Records. George Clinton Papel'll in N. Y. State Lib., voL vii 
does. 2281, 2249. Doc. Hilt. N. Y., iv. 967-966. Slade's Vt. State Plpent, 806-
812. Narratives of Old Men. 
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civil or military, from or under any authority, other than is or 
shall be derived from this state, and be thereof duly convicted, 
they shall, for the first offence, pay a fine not exceeding £100 
lawful money, according to the discretion of the court which may 
have cognizance thereof; and for the second offence of the like 
kind, shall be whipped on the naked body not exceeding forty 
stripes, according to the discretion of the court before whom 
they are prosecuted; and for the third offence shall have their 
right ear nailed to a post, and cut off, and be branded in the 
forehead with the capital letter 0 on a hot iron. This act to 
continue in force until the rising of the Assembly in October, 
1780, and no longer." 

In order to express their approbation of the manner in which 
the late opposition of the Yorkers had been resisted, the At,. 
sembly appointed Edward Harris of Halifax, Silas Webb of 
Thetford, and Col. John Strong of Dorset, a committee to wait 
on his Excellency the Governor, and the members of the Coun
cil, and convey to them the thanks of the Assembly for their 
promptneBB in 'raising and sending the J>0886 comitatus into 
Cumberland· county in the month of May previous, "for the 
purpose of apprehending the rioters who were tried at West
minster." As a reward for his invn.luable services, Ethan 
Allen was, on the 3d of J nne, created a Brigadier General, and 
the sum of 48s. lawful money per diem, was voted to each of 
those who had accompanied him or the other colonels, for the 
purpose of assisting the sheriff. At the same time means were 
taken to organize militia companies. As the initiative in this 
undertaking, the males in the town of Whiting, between the 
ages of sixteen and sixty, were ordered to choose a captain, 
a lieutenant, and an ensign, and the same directions were given 
to the inhabitants of Newfane. Owing to a representation 
made to the Assembly charging the enemies of the state resid
ing in Cumberland county with being in poBBession of "con
siderable stocks of ammunition," the selectmen of the different 
towns were ordered to make application for, and receive every
thing of this description that might be held in their respective 
districts. In case of resistance, they were authorized to sene 
the contraband articles. No one was excused from affording 
aid in carrying this law into execution. 

In the Council, measures more conciliatory in their nature 
were adopted. Maj. Stephen Row Bradley was appointed 
to prepare a proclamation "to be issued by his Excellency," 
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relative to the disaffected inhabitants of Cumberland county. 
The instrument was drawn in conformity with the sentiments 
of the Council. On the 3d of J nne it received the official 
sanction in the following form :-

." By His Excellency Thomas Chittenden, Esquire, Governor, 
Captain General, and Commander in chief in and over the 
State of Vermont. 

'' A Proclamation. 
" Whereas, sundry persons inhabitants of this state, forget

ting that great tie of allegiance that ought to bind every sub
ject in a faithful obedience to that power which protects life, 
liberty, and fortune; being instigated, partly through their 
own mistaken notions of government ; not considering that all 
power originates from the people ;* and building on a false 
reason, that a public acknowledgment of the powers of the 
earth is essential to the existence of a distinct, separate sbite ; 
but more especially being deceived and influenced by certain 
persons,t who have crept in privately to spy out and overturn 
the liberties of this state, purchased at the dearest rate, who 
acting under pretence of power assumed by a neighboring 
sister state, never derived from God or nature,t have imposed 
their tenets on the credulous, whereby some have been led to 
follow their pernicious ways, in consequence of which, some of 
my faithful subjects have been traduced to oppose the authority 
of this state, and obstruct the course of civil law to the disturb
ance of the peace, thereby incurring the penalties of that great 
rule of right, which requires obedience to the powers that are. 

" And whereas the supreme authority of this state, are ever 
willing to alleviate the miseries of those unhappy subjects, who 
transgress laws through mistaken notions, in remitting the penalties 
thereof; and inasmuch as equal punishments, in this case, cannot 
be distributed§ without punishing the righteous with the wicked. 

" I have therefore thought fit, by and with the advice of 
Council, and at the desire of the representatives of the freemen 

• The fonn of the proclamation given in the ten, is taken from the published 
eopy. In the original draft; the words, "whoee voice is the voice of God," W1l8 

iDBerted after the word " people." 
t In the original, this pBMBge ran, "deceived and led on by certain persollll 

ordained of old to condemnation." 
t In the original, theee words were inserted at this point, "being moetly 

eoemiee to the proeperity of America.." 
§ In the original, the words "inasmuch 88 the taree in this world cannot be 

separated from the wheat," are Medin place of the aentence commencing "i.nu
mueh u," in the tezt. 

Digitized byGoogle 



348 HISTORY OF EA.STERN VEBM:ONT. [17'79. 

of this state, in General Assembly met, to make known and 
declare this my gracious design of mercy to every offender, 
and do hereby publish and declare to all persons, residing 
within this state, a full and free pardon of all public offences, 
crimes and misdemeanol'B heretofore committed within the 
limits of the same, against the honor and dignity of the free
men thereof; remitting to all and singular, the persons afore
said, all penalties incurred for breaches of the peace, such as 
riots, mobs, tumultuous assemblies, contempt of and opposition 
to authority, excepting only the crimes of high treason, mitr 
prision of treason, and other capital offences, committed since 
the fifteenth day of January, 1777;* and all persons indicted, 
informed against, or complained of for any of the offences afore

. said, committed before this date, may plead this proclamation 
in discharge thereof, provided nothing herein contained be con
strued to extend to any person to whomjudgmenthasalready been 
rendered, nor to bar any person from recovering private damages, 
anything contained herein to the contrary notwithstanding. 

"And I do further assure the subjects of this state, that it is 
not the design of government t.o take from any one the peace
able enjoyment of his own possessions, acquired by the sweat 
of his brow, whatever falsehoods, wicked and designing men 
may have invented to disquiet the minds of the faithful subjects 
of the state of Vermont. t 

" Given under my hand and seal at arms, in the Council 
Chamber at Windsor, on the third day of J nne, 1779, in the 
third year of the independence of this and the United States of 
America. 

" Thomas Chittenden. 
" By His Excellency's command. 

"Jonas Fay, Secretary, pro tem. 
"God save the People."~ 

• The worda " and other capital offences, committed since the fifteenth day of 
January, 1 '177 " are wanting in the original The worda following ''misprision of 
treason" in the original are, " against this, or the United State&" 

t In the original draft, this paragraph was introduced by the following aen
tence: "And I do further recommend and enjoin upon every denomination of 
men, strict obedience to the laws; as the executive authority are determined to 
carry into execution every good and whole110me·law made by the freemen of thia 
State." Other verbal dift"~rencea not here noted, may be observed by comparing 
the proclamation in the text with the original draft published in Slade's Vt. State 
Papers. pp. 666, 6117. 

t MS. letter of Ira Allen to Benjamin BellowL Slade's Vt. State Papera. pp. 
889, 890. Recorda General Assembly Vt. Recorda Council Vt. 

Digitized by Coogle 



1779.J VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS BY THE COUNOll.. 349 

By a resolution of the Council passed on the 7th of J nne, 
this proclamation, the orders of the Governor to Col. Ethan 
Allen dated the 6th of May, 1779, and an extract from 
the records of the adjourned session of the superior court, 
held at Westminster on the 26th of the same month, were pub
lished together, in order that the people might not be unin
formed concerning the measure which had been taken to 
uphold the authority of the state. 

On being apprised of the disturbances which had occurred in 
Cumberland county, Governor Clinton, on the 29th of May, 
transmitted by express, the papers containing the information 
to John Jay the president of Congress, with a request that he 
would lay them before Congress without delay. By the same 
conveyance he wrote to the New York delegation, telling them 
that the "Vermont business~' had reached a crisis, and assuring 
them of his confidence in their exertions to obtain the opinion 
of Congress on that subject at the earliest moment possible. 
He informed them that the state Legislature would meet on 
the 1st of J nne, and would probably adopt decisive measures. 
At the same time he assured them that he should issue his 
orders to the militia, and make the necessary arrangements for 
supporting the injured dignity of the state; and further, that 
he should conceive it his duty to order a force of a thousand 
men who had been destined for the defence of the frontiers, to 
march to Brattleborough for the protection of that and the 
adjacent tow,ns, unless the interposition of Congress should 
render such a measure unnecessary.* 

On the 22d of May, before several of the events above referred 
to were known in Philadelphia, resolutions had been proposed in 
Congress by the New York delegation, the object of which was to 
obtain from Congress an acknowledgment of the right of each 
of the thirteen stntes to retain in its possession all the lands it 
had held while a colony of and subject to Great Britain, and 
to declare in what manner disputes regarding territorial juris
diction should be settled. On the 29th, the day on which these 
resolutions were to have been taken up in committee of the 
whole, .information anticipatory of trouble in Cumberland 
county was received, which led Congress to postpone their 
consideration. The committee met, however, on the 1st of June, 
and were engaged in a discussion of the resolutions, when letters 

• Papert relating to Vt. Controveny, in office Sec. StateN. Y., p. 14. 
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arrived from Clinton containing an account of the trouble 
which had been foreshadowed. Although these letters were 
not laid before Congress, yet the legislation which followed was 
probably based in part upon them. A resolution was passed, 
authorizing the appointment of a committee who should be 
instructed to repair to the " Grants," and learn the reasons why 
the inhabitants refused to continue citizens of the respective 
states which had previously exercised jurisdiction over that 
district ; and further, to take every prudent measure to promote 
an amicable settlement of all differences, and to prevent the 
recurrence of animosities and divisions which had already been 
so prejudicial to the interests of the United States. Inform&
tion of this proceeding was conveyed to Governor Clinton in 
letters dated the 1st of J nne, from John Jay, the president of 
Congress, and from the New York delegation. In the com
munication of the latter, moderation was especially recom
mended. "In our opinion," said they, "it will be wise to 
abstain from hostilities for the present, and rather suffer a little 
than shed blood." They also expressed a hope that every cause 
of jealousy would be removed, and that" mutual confidence, 
harmony, and good underatanding," would arise between New 
York" and her sister states to tho eastward."* 

On the 2d of June, Oliver Ellsworth and Jesse Root of Con
necticut, Timothy Edwards of Massachusetts, Dr: John Withe!'
spoon of New Jersey, and Col. Samuel J. Atlee of Pennsylvania, 
were deputed to visit the " Grants" in accordance with the 
resolve of Congress. Notice of their appointment -was imme
diately communicated to them, accompanied with an urgent 
request from the president of the Congress, that they would 
enter immediately on the business which had been intrusted to 
them. 

While affairs were in this condition, Governor Clinton wrote 
from his camp in the Highlands, on the 7th of J nne, to those 
who were especially interested in the amicable settlement of 
the disputes which had been the cause of so much ill feeling 
and violence. He informed Samuel Minott, the chairman of 
the committee of Cumberland county, that the advance of the 
British up the Hudson had delayed the meeting of the"Legisla.
ture, and had compelled him to take the field. At the same time 
he assured Minott that he should convene the members as soon 

• Papen relating to Vt. Oontrovel'PY, in ofll.ee Seo. StateN. Y., pp. 15, 111. 
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as the safety of the country· would admit of his return, and 
should endeavor to induce them to concert such measures as 
would insure the peace and safety of the inhabitants of Cumber
land county. "In the mean time," said he," I must earnestly 
recommend to you to continue firm in the cause in which you 
are engaged, and to conduct yourselves with prudence towar~ 
the revolters, and you may rest assured that I shall make every 
exertion for your protection of which the executive authority 
of gove~ent is capable."* 

To General Washington he communicated his regret that the 
late resolutions of OongreBB were insufficient to remedy the 
difficulties which they were designed to meet, and announced his 
intention of quitting the field in order to convene the Legisla
ture, and make the necessary arrangements for vindicating 
the authority of the state. "I had flattered myself," wrote he, 
" that in consequence of my representation that Ethan Allen 
having the rank of a colonel under Congress, had with his 
associates seized and imprisoned the principal civil and military 
officers of this state in the county of Cumberland, the justice 
and wisdom of Congress would have adopted such measures as 
might have prevented this state from the cruel necessity they 
will too probably be reduced to in a short time, of opposing 
force to force. Your Excellency, who knows my inclinations 
and conduct, the zeal and exertions of this state in the common 
cause, and their long and patient forbearance under the usur
pation of their revolted citizens, will judge with what anxiety 
we look forward to the cruel dilemma to which by the great 
principle of self-preservation we may shortly be reduced; and 
this anxiety is rendered doubly painful by the reftection, that 
the general interest of America must necessarily be affected by 
applying the resources for maintaining the authority of this 
state, which have been so amply and liberally afforded by them 
since the commencement of the war in support of the common 
cause." He also informed him that in order to carry into 
execution the measures upon which he had determined, it would 
be necessary for the state to be furnished with appropriate 
means. He therefore desired Washington to return " the six 
brass six-pounders, together with their apparatus," which New 
York had loaned to the United States in the year 177'6, or to 
replace them in case they were not to be obtained. A.s to pro-

• Papers relating to Vt. Controversy, in oillce 8eo. StateN. Y., p. 1'1. 
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visions, he stated that he had been ordered by the Legislature 
to collect a " magazine of flour," but that it would, perhaps, be 
wanted by those who might be ordered to support the authority 
of the state. The whole tone of the letter was in keeping with 
the course which the Governor had determined to pursue as a 
faithful guardian of the interests of the state.* 

In writing to Jay, Clinton declared his opinion concerning the 
late action of Congress in language even more decided than 
that which he had used in his letter to Washington. He 
expressed his astonishment and concern that Congress had 
" passed over in profound silence" the remonstrances which had 
been sent them against the conduct of the revolters from New 
York. He appealed to their candor to decide whether their 
inaction accorded with their repeated resolutions in which they 
had declared their determination to "discountenance every species 
of disrespect shown by any officers in their service to the legisla
tive or executive authority oft~ respective states ;" or whether 
it was a proper result of their decision of the 1st of June, 
whereby they had resolved to "pay an equal attention to the 
rights of the state of New York with those of the other states 
in the Union." Not doubting the purity of the intention of 
Congress in appointing a committee to confer with the revolters, 
he at the same time made known his disapprobation of the 
measure in terms which could not be misunderstood. "I am 
apprehensive," said he, " it will by no means produce the salu
tary effects for which I suppose it was calculated; for, notwith
standing the just and generous terms offered by my different 
proclamations founded on the resolutions of the Legislature of 
this state, the refractory disposition of the principal actors in 
this revolt has still increased. By them it will be considered 
as an implied acknowledgment of their authority, and thereby 
tend to strengthen the usurpation ; and in the minds of the 
well-affected citizens who know the repeated and uncontradicted 
declarations which the principal revolters have made that they 
have received encouragement from several members of Con
gress, some of whose names are mentioned, and who have 
observed that the most flagrant insults against the civil authori
ty of this state, even by officers of Congress, have been totally 
disregarded, it will, I have too much cause to fear, excite fresh 
jealotl8ies." For these reasons he recommended that the con-

• Papen relatiug to Vt. Controveray, in oiBce Bee. State N. Y., p. 20. 
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ference committee should postpone their journey until the state 
Legislature should have time to convene, and consider the late 
resolves of Congress. His letter to the New York delegation, 
though not as comprehensive, contained sentiments similar to 
those announced in the letters · to Minott, W aahington, and 
Jay.* 

By the committees of six: towns in Cumberland county, which 
acknowlec;lged the jurisdiction of New York, John Sessions of 
Westminster was commissioned to bear to Governor Clinton an 
official account of the late transactions, and of the difficulties to 
which the subjects of New York had been .exposed in conse
quence of their obedience to the laws of that state. In the letter 
of the committees which he carried, dated the 8th of June, an 
earnest wish was expressed that the state should bear his 
expenses to Philadelphia, whither they desired he should pro
ceed for the purpose of expediti1;1g, if possible, the determination 
of Congress with respect to the controversy. .A. report spread 
by Ethan Allen, to the effect that two-thirds of the members of 
Congress were favorers of the new state of Vermont, .served to 
render the committees e~pecially anxious to know how mnch of 
this story was to be placed to the acconnt of truth, and how 
much to the workings of fan9y. As to the effect which the 
legal prosecutions th~y had· suffered had produeed, they used 
this language:-" We would beg leave to inform your Excel
lency, that we cannot-long endure our present distressing situa
tion, and if Congress does not immediately interfere, or the state 
protect us effectuaUy and ~Without delay, we shall be under the 
disagreeable necessit.y of submitting, though reluctantly, to be 
governed by the enemies of the state."t 

Similar to this was the account sent by Mic&.h Townsend to 
Governor Clinton on the 9th. From his declarations it appeared 
that the greater part of the Green Mountain Bc;~ys, with whom 
he had conversed during the time of the disturbance, were 
either unwilling or unable to make known the number of their 
"fighting men," or even of their regiments. He stated, how
ever, on the authority of Roswell Hopkins, the clerk of the 
General Assembly of Vermont, that their militia force numbered 
three thousand, of which two thirds, it was supposed, would take 
arms against New York ; that they also depended ·upon the 

• Doc. m.t. N.Y., iT. 968-9'16. Journals Am. Cong., ·m. 2811, 286, 2911-208. 
Papera reladng to Vt. Controversy, ·in ot'll.ee Sec. State, N. Y., pp. 18, 1 Q. 

t George Clinton Papen in N. Y. State Lib. vol viii doc. 289._ 
23 
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1188istance of a thousand men from Berkshire county, Massa
chusetts, in an emergency, and upon the co-operation of the 
immigrants who were flocking from other states. He assured 
the Governor that Ethan Allen had remarked that the trials 
of the Yorkers had not been held for the purpose of distressing 
individuals, but that they were intended as a challenge to the 
government of New York "to tum out and protect their sub
jects." He also stated that Allen had publicly declared that the 
supporters of the new state had, for a long time, been engaged 
in making preparations for a contest with the Yorkers, that they 
were now prepared to receive their opponents, and were desi
rous that Governor Clinton should be informed of their readiness 
to fight. " After so open a challenge," wrote Mr. Townsend, in 
view of these circumstances, " if Congre88 does not immediately 
determine this controversy in favor of New York, or the state 
effectually protect their subjects here, it cannot be thought 
strange if they should in a body join the only government under 
which they can be secure. Wbo will dare resist the execution 
of the laws of Vermont, unless upon tolerably sure ground, when 
whipping, branding, &c., will infallibly be the consequence if 
superior force does not prevent it 9 And if submission must be 
our lot, will not the state hereafter, and with reason, have those 
who are now their friends for enemies ~ If Congress do not take 
up the matter presently, or if they make only a temporary set
tlement, it is clear to me that V e:rmont is favored, and will infal
libly maintain their independence unless the force of New York 
prevents it immediately. For New York to delay taking arms, 
however specious the reasons, is the same as to yield the point." 

In discussing the subject at greater length, Mr. Town end 
recommended to Governor Clinton, in case the Legislature 
should deem it best to defend their constituents, to send from 
New York a force strong enough " to bear down all opposition" 
in the county, and then, if it should be thought practicable to 
make use of the Yorkers resident in Vermont, to supply them 
with arms, ammunition, and "some experienced officers.'' He 
further suggested, as a plan which had been communicated to 
him by one who was "acquainted with military matters," and 
who had ever been a staunch supporter of the jurisdiction of 
New York, that fortifications should be erected to enclose the 
Court-house at Westminster, and that two hundred or three 
hundred men should be sent to build them and to act as a gar
rison when they should be completed. The accomplishment of 
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this design he described as easy, owing to the bluff a few rods 
north of the building, which would serve as a natural rampart, 
and to the level character of the ground in every other direction. 
Under the protection of the garrison he recommended the esta
blishment of courts of justice, a measure which, he supposed, 
would tend gradually to restore order and end opposition. ''In 
this event," said he, " Oharlotte county will be between two 
fires, the British and the Yorkers." To eupport the troops he 
doubted not that printe contributions would be made. In 
behalf of Col. Samuel Wells of Brattleboro ugh, he promised a 
tbotl88Dd pounds of beef' and a barrel of pork. He also expreeeed 
his belief that when it should appear that New York was " in 
eamest'' in her efforts, a company could be easily raised in the 
county to 888ist in garrisoning the fort.* 

These various communications, containing expressioM beto
kening an intention of prompt and decisive aotion in certain 
quarters, were not without their effect. To atone fur a eupine-. 
ness, which was probably the result of ignorance rather than of 
design, Congress resolved unanimously, on the 16th of June, that 
tbe officers acting under the state of New York, who had been 
lately deprived of their liberty "by certain persons of a district 
called the New Hampshire Grants," ought to be immediately 
liberated ; directed the committee of conference, that had 
already been appointed, to inquire into the eubjects dise1188ed 
in Governor Clinton's letters, and report specially to Congress ; 
declared that Congrese did not intend, by their resolution of the 
1st of June, to uphold principles subversive of, or unfavorable 
to, the internal policy of any of the United State8; and decided 
that, inasmuch as" very salutary effects" were expected to follow 
the appointment of the committee of conference, further proceed~ 
ings on Governor Clinton's communications should be postponed 
until that committee should report. Of the views of OongreBS 
at this time, upon the controversy between New York and Vel'-" 
mont, Jay, in a letter to Clinton, observed;-" The majority of 
the house have proper ideas on the subject, and we flatter our
selves that it will terminate right." Clinton received the reso
lutions of the 16th on the 23d, and immediately informed the 
New York delegation, that in consequence of the measures 
adopted by Congress, he should defer convening the Legislature 
until the beginning of August. He further remarked that this 

• George Clinton Papen, in N. Y. State Lib., vol viii doc. 1811'1. 
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delay would give the committee an opportunity to report, and 
at the same time would not prevent him, in his official capacity, 
from making such ammgements for supporting the authority of 
the state as circumstances might require.* 

Notwithstanding the excitement which had followed the 
attempt to seize the,property of those who had refused to act 
in the service of V:ennont, Chittenden proceeded on the 11th 
of June again. to. draft . men, and did not fail to include the 
southern part of Cumberland county in the district from which 
levies were to be raised. In obedience to his orders, one of the 
officers of V crmont informed Benjamin Jones Jr., and John 
Kathan of Fulham, on the 17th, that they were required to do 
military duty. On their refusal to comply, being subjects of 
New York, the officer took a cow from each, and sold one of 
them by auction, and retained the other for the use of the 
state.t -On the 21st, a party of Vermonters, acting under the 
same authority, seized a heifer belonging to Ezra Robinson of 
Fulham, and without notifying to the owner the time and place 
of the sale, ·disposed of the property at vendue. On the same 
day an officer·who bad been directed to demand the services of 
Ephraim Rice of .Fulham as a soldier, called at his house 
accompanied by five men. Rice refused either to serve, or to 
pay one half the amount required to engage a substitute. 
Thereupon the officer took possession ef a cow and a heifer, the 
value of which was nearly twice the amount necessary to dis
charge the obligation, and sold them under the hammer with
out public notice of the time or place of the sale. 

While matters were in this condition, Dr. Witherspoon and 
Col Atlee, two of the members of the committee of conference, 
arrived at Bennington, and held an interview with Chittenden 
and others concerned in the government of the state. On the 
28d, the· two members wrote to Samuel Minott, informing him 
of the object of their visit, and of the results which they hoped 
to achieve. They expressed .a hope that by the interposition 
of Congress, there would be in a short time a happy accommo
-dation of all differences, and stated that they had for the pre-

.._ Doc. Hiat. N. Y. iT. 9'18-9'18. Papel'll relating to Vt. Controversy, in ofliee 
See. State N. Y., pp. il, 12. 

t On the 28d of July following, the "inoloeed wood" of John Kathan was 
entered, and " about three loads of hay" were removed, and appropriated to the 
11118 of the state of Vermont. George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State u'b., vol 
viii. doe. M&l. 
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sent obtained a promise from Governor Chittenden, that the 
su bj ecte ot' New York resident in Cumberland county, should 
not be molested until a final settlement of existing differences 
should be effected. In view of these considerations, the com
mittee recommended to Mr. Minott to counsel those whom he 
represented, to raise their full proportion of men, whenever the 
services of the people of Vermont were required either by the 
rulers of that state, or by continental officers. By following 
this advice, the Yorkers would neither acknowledge the 
authority of Vermont, nor disavow allegiance to New York. 
Such a course would also remove all imputations of disaffection 
to the canee of the United States, and would aid effectually in 
advancing the measures of pacification which were then on 
foot.* 

In a letter of the same date to a friend: in Onmberland 
county, Governor Chittenden advanced similiU" sentiments. 
Referring to the late refusal of some of the inhabitants of that 
county to serve in the Vermont militia, he expreBSed his regret 
that "a second insurrection and open violation of the authority" 
of V ennont, and of the United States had occurred, and that 
" private difficulties should in the least impede" a general 
union in defence of the liberties of America. Owing to the 
argent neceBBity of securing the frontiers from depredation, he 
entertained no doubt that the inhabitants of Cumberland county 
would readily assist in that service. So long as they-should con
tinue to do their proportion in the present war, and the ques
tion of jurisdiction should remain undetermined, he recom
mended the suspension of all prosecutions against those who 
acknowledged themselves subjects of the state of New York. t 

To obtain the information concerning Vermont desired by 
CongreBB, the committee of conference propounded a number of 
written queries to Governor Chittenden on the 24th. To these 
he returned written replies. The sentiments entertained by the 
government of Vermont towards that of New York and of the 
United States, became in this manner more fully known, and 
enabled Congress to ascertain with greater accuracy the 
strength of the position which Vermont had taken. The 
reasons assigned by Chittenden for the seizure of cattle in the 
preceding month, were the same that had been alleged at the 
time of the transaction. In answer to the main question of the 

• Papen relating to Vt. Controveny, in office Bee. StateN. Y., p. U. 
t Papen relating to Vt. Controvel'lly in office Bee. StateN. Y., p. 24. 
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committee, whether the people of the new state would be 
willing to refer the :final decision of the question of jurisdiction 
to the Congress of the United States, Chittenden &DSW!ilred that 
he believed he had the warrant of his constituents in saying, 
that " they would think themselves happy" in su.bmitting t& 
the arbitration proposed, provided the privileges granted to 
Vermont in supporting her canse were equal to those graoted 
to New York, and on the further condition that the people of 
the former state should be pennitted to reserve to theD,J.Be!ves 
in the trial all the "rights, privileges, immunities, and advaa
tages," which they might pOSieilS by any former power, granta, 
or jurisdiction.* 

Witherspoon and Atlee, having accomplished their mission 
to their own satisfaction, set ont for Albany without waiting for 
the arrival of their colleagues. Meantime, Governor Chitten
den having been informed that the -cattle which had been taken 
from the Yorkers, had been sold in consequence of his orders 
of the 11th inst., transmitted the intelligence, on the 5l7th, to 
the Congressmen with whom he had so lately held conference. 
In his letter he assured them that the seizure and sale were 
wholly the result of the refusal of some of the citizena of 
Cumberland county to contribute their proportion in support 
of the war, and could not, therefore, prejudice his attempta to 
effect a reconciliation. He also informed them that Mr. Root, 
and Mr. Ellsworth, two of the other three members of the con
ference committee, were then within a few miles of Bennington. 
So anxious was he to insure the safe delivery of his communi
cation, that he sent it by the hands of a special messenger. In 
their reply, the committee manifested great concern lest this 
last disturbance should be the means of defeating the measures 
for a reconciliation which had been agreed on. Although 
unwilling to regard it as "a breach of the agreement," yet they 
did not hesitate to inform Mr. Chittenden that all hopes of a 
peaceful settlement would be frustrated, unlese proceedin~ of 
this nature were discountenanced and forbidden, and restitu
tion made to those whose property had been taken. 

On their return to Philadelphia, Witherspoon and A~ee pre
sented a report to Oongress on the 13th of July, embracing an 
accou.nt of the manner in which they had been received by~ 
new stat~ ~en, 1»1d of the written replies wbi~h they h.d 

• Papers relating to Vt. Oontrovmy, in otliee Bee. State N. Y., p. SIL 
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received in their conference with Governor Chittenden. It 
does not appeiU' that this report was ever accepted, nor could it 
have been with propriety, since it was presented by two mem
bers of the committee only, while three was the smallest num
ber authorUed to act officially. As far as this mission was· 
intended to anawer the purposes of those who proposed it, it 
WM a fail~ • It served, however, to sustain the hopes of the 
new sta~ party and to give them fresh zeal in their eft' om to 
9btain &om Congress an acknowledgment of Vermont as a free 
and independent ~>tate. t 

On the 23d of July, the committees of Hinsdale, Guilford, 
Halifax, Brattleborough, Fulham, Putney, Westminster, Rock
ingham, Springfield, and W eathersfield, 888embled in oonven. 
tion at the house of CoL Setjeants in Brattleborough for the pur
pose of concerting measures to protect themselves and their 
constituents from ·the indignities to which they were sub
jected by the authorities of Vermont. Samuel Minott being 
chairman and Micah Townsend clerk, a petition was prepared, 
addreesed "to the honorable the Congress of the United States 
of America," in which the disputes concerning the jurisdiction 
of the New Hampshire Grants were reviewed, and the conduct 
of tllose eoneemed in them, noticed. In opposition to the 
attempts of those who desired to establish Vermont as a sepa
rate and independent state, the petitioners stated that a majority 
in several, &l}.d a respectable minority in other towns in Cum
berland county, including men of the best character and estates, 
were of the opinion that the settlement made by the king of 
Great Britain in the year 1764: was still binding and would so 
remain until Congress should determine otherwise. Announ
cing this as their own belief they declared that they had refused 
to join in the "unprovoked and unreasonable" revolt from 
New York, choosing rather to suffer the inconveniences which 
would attend their loyalty than to join in an internal revolu
tion whose consequences would tell so fatally upon the common 

• During three or four montha succeeding the visit of the oongreuional committee 
of conference, it ia probable that the laws of Vermont were not etrenuoualy enforced 
llpioat tilae Yerken. In the orden of Col Samuel Fletcher to Capt. Jeeee Burk 
of W811tai11.t.er, dattd at ToWD&hand on the 2d of August, l'l'J11, Burk ia directed 
.. to eall upon those called York en" to contribute their proportion in hiring a 
man to do military duty, "but not to proceed in law against them in cue of 
refuMl at thia time. • George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Li'b., vol viii, 
dae.~ 

t Various MSS. Doc. Hiat. N.Y., vi 978, 11711. Journals .A.m. Coog. iii. 122. 
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cause of America. :Referring to the cruel activity which had 
been evinced towards them by the "usurped government," and 
to the proscriptive and bloody enactments which the Legisla
ture of Vermont had seen proper to pass, in order to hold them 
in subjection, they besought Congres&-by the "complete 
anarchy " under which they had long suffered, by the imputa
tions to which they were continually exposed of being branded 
as Tories on account of their refusal to obey the laws of Vel'
mont, and by the respect due the articles of confederation, 
whose words were intended as emblems of the protection which 
would be afforded to each of the United States-to adopt such 
measures as should restore rights to those who had been 
deprived of them by violence, and ensure peace to a distracted 
people.* 

At the same convention, a letter was prepared for Governor 
Clinton, more particular in ita details of the sihtation of affairs, 
and more desponding in ita tone, than any which had preceded 
it. In this communication Samuel Minott, in behalf of his asso
ciates, recounted the services which they had rendered, and 
referred with regret to the little good which had been thereby 
accomplished. He stated that a number of the inhabitants of 
Cumberland county, influenced by principles of duty and affec
tion towards the state of New York, and opposed to the exer
cise of an authority which they deemed usurped, had, since the 
beginning of the year 1778, chosen committees to conduct their 
opposition ; that they had held frequent meetings for the pur
pose of preserving and increasing the interest on this subject, 
and had often addressed his Excellency in relation to its import
nnce ; that this attachment had subjected some of them to fines, 
imprisonment, and the partial loss of their estates; and that the 
state of anarchy which they had been compelled to endure had 
been to them a constant source of trouble and disquiet. "We 
suffered all with patience aud cheerfulness," continued the 
writer, "hoping that Congress would at length interfere and do 
justice to the state of New York, by recommending to there
volted to return to their allegiance and use their influence to 
quiet the disorders. And when the violent measures of V er
mont had attracted the notice of Congress, and threatened 
to disturb the peace of the continent, we rejoiced at what had 

• Doe. Hiat. N.Y., iv. 981-987. Papers relating to V\. Colltroveny, ia ollee 
Sec. !:!ta!;e N. Y., p. 26. 
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occa.~oned Congress to attend to our difficulties, though other
wise distressing. But when we are convinced that those from 
whom we expected relief, by public recommendations and pri
vate advice, countenance what we before thought was rebellion; 
and instead of supporting the jurisdiction of New York, advise 
its subjects to a temporary submission to Vermont, and, as we are 
informed, the officers of Vermont how to conduct the opposition 
to New York, we are discouraged, and think it needless for us 
to spend our time and money, and perhaps subject onrselves to 
trials for treason, on account of our duty to the state. As to 
their future conduct, he assured the Govemor that the county 
committee were to convene on the retum of their representa
tives from the .Assembly of New York, and would thendiBBOlve 
and submit "to the powers that are," unless it should appear 
that the state had determined to assert and support its jurisdic
tion. Amid all these discouragements, he did not fail to declare 
his belief that the rights of New York could be maintained on 
the " Grants.'' In closing, he acknowledged with great courtesy 
the attentions which his Excellency had paid to the distresses 
of his constituents, and expressed gratitude for the efforts which 
he had made to restore peace to an unhappy country."* 

Before presenting the petition to Congress, the convention 
determined to submit it to the New York Legislature, and ob
tain their views eonceming its sentiments and propositions. It 
was accordingly placed in the charge of Charles Phelps, who 
was instructed to carry it to Kingston. Thence he was to take 
it to Philadelphia, provided the Legislature should agree to bear 
his expenses. The representatives in the New York Assembly 
from Cumberland county at this time, were Micah Townsend, 
Elkanah Day, and John Se~ions. The petition was brought in 
by Mr. Townsend on the 25th of August; and, its object having 
been fully explained, the House signified their approbation of 
the course which it recommended by the following preamble 
and resolutions :- · 

"Whereas, the inhabitants of the towns of Hinsdale, Guil
ford, Halifax, Brattleborough, Fulham, Putney, Westminster, 
Rockingham, Springfield, and W eathersfield, in the county of 
Cumberland, are immediately and greatly affected by the dis
orders prevailing in the north-eastcm parts of the state ; have 
suffered exceedingly by their attachment to this state, and oppo-

• George Clinton Papen, in N. Y. State Lt'b., TOL viii. doe. 1448. 
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eition to the authority of the pretended state of Vermont; may 
be presumed to be peculiarly anxious for the restoration of order 
and good government; and nnder these circumstances, are enti
tled to great indulgence and attention. And, whereas, the I.. 
gislature are disposed to attempt every meaaure, which may 
have even the most remote tendency to peace and accommoda
tion: 

" Resolved, therefore, that for the above reasons, this Houae 
do consent that the petition of the inhabitants of the said towDe, 
signed by Samuel Minott, and bearing date the 23d of July last, 
be presented to Congress. 

'' Resolved, that the Legislature will provide for the expenae 
of the journey of Charles Phelps, Esq., appointed by the inha
bitants of said towns, to present the said petition. 

"Ordered, that Mr. Jay and Mr. F. Bancker, eany the said 
petition, together with a copy of the above resolutions, to the 
Honorable the Senate, and reqn811t their concurrence in the said 
resolutions." 

The petition was read in the Senate on the 26th. The action 
of the Afisembly was approved of, and the same preamble and 
resolutions were adopted aa an expression of the views of the 
upper house. While these measures were in progress, Governor 
Clinton had addressed a message to the Legislature on the ilStb, 
in which he had referred to the " disturbances in the north
eastern counties" of the state, and to the necessity of subduing 
to submission, those who had excited them. The theme eag
gested was taken into consideration on the 26th by a joint com
mittee from the two houses, who reported a draft of inatmctioos 
for the benefit of the New York delegation in Congress. The 
report was agreed to by the Senate" on the same day, and on the 
97th was concurred in by the Assembly. These instructions, 
together with the documents emanating from Cumberland coon
ty previously mentioned, were intrusted to Phelps, who eoon 
after left Kingston for Philadelphia.* 

While the Legislature of New York and the citi.r.ena ol that 
state in Cumberland county, were engaged in endeavoring to 
induee Congress to adopt meaanres which should put a period 
to the dangel'8 by which they were threatened, Govemor Chit
tenden waa not idle. In a letter addreued by him to President 

• N.Y . .AIIembly Joumala. N.Y. Senate JoUI'II&la. Docs. m.t.. N.Y., iii. ts'l-
992. PaJMI'B niatiag to Vt. Oon*'enl"'f, in offioe See. SWe N. Y., p. Ill. 
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Jay oa the oth of .4.ugl18t, h~ maiat,ajned the right of the new 
Jtate to a separate &Ad independent jurisdiction, and stated in 
pl.ai.a but foreibl~ tarma, the reasona which }wl induced the 
late ~gly severe oonduet on the part of V ellilont towards 
the New Y ~ adheren~. He denouneed the action that Con
~ ®d ~ iD. thei-r l"QIIOlves of the 16th of June previous, 
Md decl4red that the authority of Vermont had been "im
~ched and censured" by them, before the 'I facti ~d circum
"tan.Qes in the~ oolJld have been particularly known." The 
punish'IOODt which those acting under New York authority had 
received, was owing, he remarked, to a "high-handed breach of 
the p~," of which they had been guilty, and he further sUt.ted 
that their liberation ]lad been effected previous to the passage 
of the resolv~ referred to. The full meed of praiae was given 
. to the ovelo.r and patriotiam of the Green Mountain Boys. 
'l,'heir readineaa to engage in the scenes of war, and to bear 
tbeil' proportion not only of the labor but of the expe~ij!e also, 
received special comment. Notwithstanding the declaration 
of the inhabitanta 9f the southern part of Cumberland county, 
tllat th&y were the warm friends and firm supporters of the 
eaU&e of the V nited States, the Governor asserted that many of 
them who w~ able-bodied and effective, had taken advantage 
of the dispnti!a between New York and Vermont," to screen 
~v~ from service," and had refused to comply with the 
ap~ which had been frequently. made to them for their 
·quota 9f zpen and money to furnish defence for their own froQ
$iers. The whole tenor of this letter bore evidence to the inten
.t.ioo of t.be writer and hia friends, to maintain, at all hazarda, 
the indapendence of Vermont as a separate state. 

On hie ~Tal in Philadelphia, Phelps, not satisfied with 
«lalive~ the documenw of which he was the bearer, used his 
•:nrti004 to interest su~ members of Congresa as he could 
approacili, in behalf of thp measures advocated by the New 
l ork delegation. While engaged in these attempts, he kept 
$.he Legislature, at whose expenae ~ was then supported, well 
informed of the temper of Oongresa, and of the opinioos which 
were enter$ained by the meJJlbere on the subject of the con
troveray. Sollle of them, he stateq in his letter of the 21st of 
September, were satisfied with the manner in which New Y ark 
had home with th~ who had maltreated her subjects, and were 
of opinion that it was "high ~ime" to put an end to the juris
diction of Vermont. At the sam~ time he did not conceal 
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the fact, that there were others who would be glad to see V er
mont established as a separate state. After numerous delays 
the subject of the controversy was taken up by Congress on the 
24th of September, and several resolutions were adopted pre
paratory to the final disposal of the matter. The committee 
of conference, who had been appointed in the month of J nne 
previous, a majority of whom, as it was declared, had never 
met in the district to which they were sent, and, therefore, had 
never executed the business committed to them, or made a 
regular report thereon to Congress--this committee were dis
charged from further service.* 

To the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and New 
York, the passage of laws expressly authorizing Congress "to 
hear and determine all differences between them, relative to 
their respective boundaries, in the mode prescribed by the 
articles of confederation," was earnestly recommended. To the 
same states the passage of similar laws was also recommended, 
concerning the settlement of disputes between them and the 
inhabitants of the "Grants." Congress also asked for authority 
to adjudge all differences subsisting between the grantees of the 
states named with one another, or between either of the states, 
respecting title to lands lying within the" Grants." In case 
this power was granted by the states concerned, Congress 
pledged their faith to carry into execution the decision they 
should make, whatever it might be, in order that permanent 
concord and ha:t:mony might be established, and all cause of 
uneasiness removed. The first day of February, 1 'TSO, was 
fixed upon as the time when Congress would hear the argu
ments of the different parties. As to the manner of voting, it 
was expressly stated that neither of the states interested in the 
controversy should vote on any question relative to its decision. 
Until this reference was had, Congress declared it the duty of 
the people on the "Grants," who denied the jurisdiction of the 
states before mentioned, to abstain from exercising any power 
over any of their neighbors who professed allegiance to any or 
either of the interested states. They further declared it to be 
incumbent on New York, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts 
respectively, to suspend the execution of their laws over the 
inhabitants of the " Grants," except in the case of those who 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of any one of these states. In 

• Paperl relating to Vt. Contronrsy, in oftlee See. StateN. Y., p. 28. 
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defining the limits of that district for which a separate and 
independent jurisdiction was claimed, they resolved that none 
of the towns either on the east or west side of Connecticut river 
should be considered as included within it, those being excepted 
which had heretofore actually joined in denying the jurisdic
tion of the states before named, and had ,assumed a separate 
jurisdiction under the name of the state of V ennont. They 
also gave it as their opinion that no unappropriated lands or 
estates lying in this newly named district, which had been or 
might be adjudged, forfeited, or confiscated, ought to be granted 
or sold, until the final decision of CongreBB should be made 
known. The inhabitants of V ennont were especially desired 
to abstain from all hostile action, and to this end it was recom
mended to them to cultivate harmony and concord among 
themselves, to forbear "vexing each other at law," and to 
"give as little occasion as possible for the interposition of 
magistrates." By these resolutions it was proposed, that the 
power of deciding the controversy should rest with CongreBB. 
On the 2d of October, it was proposed that this power should 
be vested in "commissioners or judges," to be appointed in 
the mode prescribed by the ninth article of the confedera
tion. 

This programme of the course which Congress intended to 
pursue, was immediately transmitted to all the parties interest
ed, with a request that they would confonn to ita provisions. 
In compliance with this application, resolutions were passed and 
agents were appointed by New York, on the 21st of October. 
On the same day, the General Assembly of V ennont elected 
delegates to appear at Congress to vindicate the right of that 
state to independence, and to agree upon articles of union and 
confederation. Massachusetts, although she did not choose 
agents to represent her in the approaching conference, avowed 
her right to a portion of the controverted territory, notwith
standing the agreements which had been previously made, by 
which she had been excluded from participation. The resolves 
of Congress were approved of in New Hampshire, and delegates 
were chosen on the 17th of November, to present and defend 
the claims of that state at the time appointed. The power of 
deciding the unhappy disputes which had caused so much per
sonal and political animosity, was now in the hands of a tribu
nal which commanded the respect of the appealing states. To 
ita decision, not only the parties concerned, but all the states in 
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the confederacy looked forward with an tntm-est commenemate 
with the importance of the resolta which were to follow. • 

• Doe. Hilt. N.Y., lv. 911-1000. J~ .Am. OoJlS., iiL 810; 888, i66-M'I, 
871. SIMe'e Vt. State Papea, pp. llo-115. PIIPftl roeWiag ~ Tt. Coavo
q, ill oillee Sea. St.te N. Y., p; 110. Lawa of N. Y., in offiee Sec. Ste~ N. Y., 
1777-1789. • 
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OOKTllWATION OF TBB m8JfVTI:. TJIB BlTill'fmG OY BOTALTOll. 

ltepr..ntativ• from Cumberlaud 001IDt\f in the New York .A.anbly-GuiliOPCl
iM Yorkei'II-Electioua held by order of New York-Micah Townaend'a Letter 
to Gov. Clinton-Convention of Committee. at Brattleborough-Bamuel Minott 
to Clinton-Charlea Phelps refusee to aerve io the Vermont MilitiA-He and hill 
-Timothy arebed-Beoond CoBvention of the Committeea-MIIjorJODathan 
Hllllt ~~mt .to Philadelphia-Aatien of Oo~ttempte of V ermODt to eifeo& 
• Settlement with the Yorken-Petition of lohabit.aut.a of Camberland county 
to the New York Legia.lature-Gov. Clinton's Letter to Samuel Mioott-JOIIiah 
Bigelow and Peter Brigge, tile oontUJDaciona Y orkers-Col Patteraon's attempt. 
to eDliat Soldien-Buapiel0111 ocmoernlng tbe loplty of V eJIIDODt to the A.meri
ean -.-GoY. Olinton1a opinion-Heariq before Congre. oC the Olaiml to 
the " Gruta" -Iooaraiou of the Indiana at Barnard and Bethel-Fort Defiance 
built-The Britiah and Indiana plan an attack on Newbury-Are diverted from 
their object-They attaek Royalto~ufferings of the Haveua f'amily-Adven
tufte of Gen. BliM SteTeDI and C.pt John Parllhmst-Eaeape of the lUx family 
-Beroie _._of 9-. 8&enu-Vvio111 iDci4ieata oOflllected with the capo 
ture of the !Dhabitanta-CoL John Houae a11d hill men punue the Enemy-The 
Fight-The Threat of the India~ Their Flight-Fate of the Captiv-opi
niona concerning the conduct of Col. Ho111e-Review of the :r..o.e.-Incideuta 
eonaeeted with the Inrolld-The Exploic. of Mra. Rend__.. The Alarm at Brook
line-The :night of the Peopl-'The BvniD« Brum-heape a& Newfane-Prep&. .,.. 
rationa for Defenoe-The gathering ol the Soldiery-The Cahan- of Noah Sa
bin Sen. miainterpreted-E:Iplanation of the Alarm. 

DtJRmo the winter of 1 7'7'9, 1780, and the spring of the latter year, 
various attempts were made to obtain from Congress a decision 
of the controverted question of jurisdiction which continued to 
harass the people or New York and cramp the energies of the in
habitants of Vermont. The attention of Congress was so much 
occupied in furthering the general welfare of the Union, that the 
pointe of difference between the contending parties, were allow
ed to remain undecided. Meantime, Cumberland county was re
presented in the Legislature of New York by Micah Townsend of 
Brattleborough and Elkanah Day of Westminster. The former 
occupied his seat from the middle of August, 1779, to the middle 
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of March, 1780, and w&B' indefatigable in his endeavors to assist 
the inhabitants of Cumberland county. The latter wBB present for 
a few days only, at the beginning of the session; and, whether 
governed by choice or nece88ity, did but little to advance the 
interests of his constituents. 

In a few of the towns in the county, the Yorkers continued 
to 8B8ert their rights, and did not scruple to punish those whom 
they deemed guilty of crime. Some time in the month of Fe
bruary, 1780, Henry Sherburn and Timothy Root, inhabitants of 
Guilford, and supporters of New York authority, " arrogated to 
themselves" the power of acting 88 judges in a case between 
Ephraim Nichols and Henry Hix. Sherburn administered 
oaths, took the evidence in due form, and, in conclusion, he and 
Root decreed Hix guilty, and awarded to him, BB a suitable 
punishment, fifteen stripes on his naked back. It is stated that 
" Job Whitney laid them on." But the Guilfordite Yorkers 
were not content with partially establishing the jurisdiction of 
the state to which they owed allegiance. They aimed to be the 
sole rulers within their own town. They were jealous of rivals, 
and of those who seemed to be aiming at that condition. It 
WBB this sentiment which, on the 6th <>f May, brought Hezekiah 
Stowell, Asa Rice, Phineas Rice, and Micah Rice, headed by 
the before-named Sherburn, to the house of Levi Goodenough 
Jr., who, by the authority of the people of "the independent 
state of Vermont'' WBB holding a court, and at the time of the 
visit, was busied in the trial of a criminal. On this occ&Bion, 
Sherburn evinced higher powers of magistr&Qy., for, by his or-
ders, Goodenough was forbidden to proceed with the trial, the 
court was broken up, the criminal wae ordered home, and the 
authority of Vermont WSB defied. 

Circumstances like these served to awaken in the minds of 
the Yorkers the hope that they might be successful in establish
ing what they regarded 8B the rightful jurisdiction. In several 
towns they attempted to exercise the right of suffrage, at the 
spring elections which had been ordered by New York. Simeon 
Edwards, a valiant citizen of Guilford, "signed and p<>ated up 
a warrant in the name of the sheriff," requiring the people of 
the town to assemble and elect a Governor and other civil offi
cers for the state of New York. In obedience to this call, those 
of the inhabitants who regarded the warrant BB legal &88embled, 
and an election WSB held. In other placee the supporters of 
the new state, tore down the notifications and threatened all 
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who should concern themselves in New York elections with 
prosecutions. When the people met at Putney to vote, the 
Vermonters appeared in force, and, by their authoritative and 
menacing manner, put an end to the voting. Conduct similar 
to this in other towns deterred many of the more timoroll8 
friends of New York fioom declaring their sentiments. The 
election was regarded by all as a failure. It did not express 
even the little strength which was to be found in the ranks of 
the minority. 

On the lOth of April, after his :retnm home from the session 
of the New York Legislature, Micah Townsend wrote to Go
vernor Olinton informing him of the sentiments which were 
entertained concerning the controversy, by the various classes 
of people with whom he was brought in contact. For three 
years had the loyal subjects of New York awaited the decision 
of Congress respecting the recognition of Vermont as a sepa· 
rate state. To the February just passed they had looked for
ward with the hope that this important question would then be 
settled. Their agents had, however, returned from Phila· 
delphia, and the most encouraging :report they could give, was 
that Congress would not at present determine the dispute. 
Uneasiness, "general and great," fullowed. A few openly 
espoused the cause of, and subscribed the oath of allegiance to 
Vermont. Many, wavering between hope and fear, began to 
think of safety in " an agreement with the ruling powers," as 
they designated the government of V emront. Others, resol ring 
to :remain true to the jurisdiction which they believed just, 
continued to exhort the desponding to stand firm in the interest 
of New York, until Congress should have leisure to view the 
important question in its varied bearings, and publish a decision 
which should prove equitable as well as legal. Meantime the 
V ermout Legislature were straining every nerve to increase 
their power. :At their March session held at Westminster in 
the present yem", they had granted large quantities of land to 
persons residing in the New England states, and had appointed 
a committee of three to confer with the Yorkers in Cumber 
land county. The men chosen to manage this conference, hav
ing lobbied at Congress, had become skilled in the arts of 
insinuation, and fears were entertained that they would succeed 
in misleading those who had not much to gain should the 
authority of New York be established, but who had every· 

24 

Digitized by Coogle 



370 BISTOBY OJ' EASTEB!r VEBKONT. (1780. 

thing to lose in case her c~aim should be pronounced in
valid.* 

For the purpose of ascertaining the political condition of , 
Cumberland county, a convention of those owing allegiance to 
X ew York was held at Brattleborough on the 11th of April. 
Nine towns were represented. However satisfactory the delibe
rations on tl1is occasion might have been, yet the letter to Go
vernor Clinton, written by the chairman Samuel Minott, in 
behalf of the convention, was not of a character to inspire hope, 
either by its references to the present, or by its estimates of the 
future. After mentioning the opinion prevalent among the 
people, that Congress would pay no attention to the settlement 
of the dispute during the continuance of the present war, .Mr. 
Minott reverted to the transactions in which he and his ass<r 
ciates had been engaged in support of the jurisdiction of New 
York. He reminded the Governor, that many of the inhabit. 
ants of Cumberland county, from the time the independence 
of Vermont was asserted, had continued subjects ofN ew York; 
that the Legislature of New York, to encourage them to remain 
in allegiance, bad, "in the most s,olemn manner," pledged the 
faith of the state to protect their persons and property; and 
(although no blame could be charged upon his Excellency) that 
this pledge had been broken, many of the subjects of New 
York having from time to time been "notoriously injured," and 
prevented from obtaining the least satisfaction for their maltreat
ment, or the least assurance of exemption from such usage in 
future. He then referred to the ineffectual attempt which had 
been made in Congress to settle the dispute, by sending com
missioners to the "Grants," and alluded to the resolutions which 
had been passed by the same body on the 24th of September, 
1779, "generously designed" to protect the grantees, and "pre
vent the alienation of public property." Nor did'he omit to 
inform his Excellency, that the Legislature of Vermont, in spite 
of all these endeavors, had made large grants of land to certain 
persons who had applied for favors of this kind ; had impri
soned and harassed several of the subjects of New York for 
offences against the laws of Vermont; had punished several 
who had sold liquors without a Vermont license; and had 
chosen a committee to attempt to persuade the subjects of New 

" MS. IllfOJ'ID&tion apiDat Y or:tera. George Clinton Papen, in !f. Y. State 
Lib. voL iz. doc. 2'191. 
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York to submit to the jurisdiction of the new state before the 
1st of J nne following. 

Alluding to the precarionsneBB of the situation of the Yorkers, 
he continued: " Hitherto, sir, we have at the risque of our ears, 
and of receiving the infamous punishment of whipping, sup
ported the jurisdiction of the state in this county. But as we 
begin to believe that Oongrea&-with whom the matter now 
solely rests-will not do anything effectual for our relief, we do 
not think it our duty any longer to put our all at stake. We 
would wish, sir-we are earnestly desirous, to live under the 
government of New York, but cannot longer risque so much for 
a government which is either unable or unwilling to protect us ; 
and must candidly aBSure your Excellency, that unlCBB Congress 
shall have settled this controversy by the 1st of J nne next, the 
subjects of New York in this county must, for their own safety, 
connect themselves with some power able to afford them secu
rity." While thus stating the grievances to which the adherents 
of New York in Cumberland county had been subjected, Mr. 
Minott, in behalf of his associates, aBSnred the Governor that 
these unfortunate results had not been occasioned by any neglect 
on his part. "We beg leave," wrote he, "to expreBB the 
warmest sentiments of gratitude to your Excellency, for your 
conduct through the whole of our most distreBSed situation. 
We are truly sensible, sir, that 'gQU have done all in your power 
to relieve us, and that if CongreBB had the same tenderneBS for 
the calamities of their constituents which you have repeatedly 
shown to those under your care, we should before this have been 
in a capacity of doing something to assist the continent in car
rying on the war." Such were the accounts transmitted to 
Governor Clinton from Cumberland county. They were intended 
both for his instruction and the edification of the congressional 
delegation from New York. 

Accompanying this communication was a letter from Micah 
Townsend, of the 12th and 14th 'of April, confirmatory in part 
of the statements which had been previously reported. His own 
situation he represented as "truly disagreeable," and his reasons 
for this declaration were not trifling. He was well aware that 
the New York Legislature regarded every act done by them for 
the maintenance of their jurisdiction on the " Grants," as a f&vor 
conferred upon their constituency who resided there. He also 
knew that the Yorkers in Cumberland county supposed that 
they had merited from the Legislature protection at least, since 
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without any prospect of private advantage, they had spiritedly 
maintained the authority of New York against the violent mea
sures of the Vermonters. An accurate knowledge of the situa
tion of the Yorkers, both in and out of Vermont, enabled him to 
mark the instances in which a want of union in their counsels 
had been detrimental to their cause, and had given strength to 
their antagonists.* 

Having dispatched these letters, the subjec'IB of New York 
flattered themselves that there would be no necessity of troubling 
the government with their complaints for some time to come. 
As the Vermont Legislature had appointed a committee to confer 

·with the Yorkers for the purpose of establishing a basis for a 
union, it was not supposed that hostilities would be continued 
between the two parties, or that Vermont laws would be enforced 
against those who denied the authority of the state. But the 
facts were otherwise. Pursuant to orders from Governor Chit
tenden, dr&ft.s of men were made in Cumberland county in the 
latter part of April. In some towns no distinction was observed 
between those who acknowledged and those who denied the 
jurisdiction of Vermont, and in the few towns in which a differ
ence was made it was wholly favorable to the citizens of that 
state. In Marlborough, Charles Phelps and two other persons, 
who had long been bitter opponents of the new state, were 
drafted as soldiers until the 1st of January, 1781. ·Phelps refused 
to serve, and declined to pay the fine which was imposed upon 
him in consequence of his refusal. On the 2d of May, 1 '180, 
Abel Stockwell, in conformity with the statute in that ease pro
vided, attempted to distrain for the fine. While thus engaged 
he was attacked by Charles Phelps and his son Timothy, who 
did " beat, bruise, cut, wound, and evil entreat" him to such an 
extent that his " life was greatly despaired of." Dissatisfied 
with this result, Stockwell visited Phelps's house·& second time, 
and on this occaeion seized his cattle and levied a fine of "twenty 
silver dollars" on his son. At·the same time he threatened the 
younger Phelps with whipping if the fine was not paid. A few 
days after this occurrence, as wae then reported, a p6st was 
erected in Marlborough for the purpose of facilitating the exe
cution of the punishment. 

Determined to prosecute the matter further, Stockwell enter
ed a complaint against the Phelpses, and, oo tlle iad of May, the 

• George Olinton Papel'B, in N. Y'. State LJ."b., voL ix. doet. 1'1118, "1806. 
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eh~ was ordered to attach their goods to the value of £6000 
latwful money, or their bodies in case property to this amount 
conld not. be found. On the 8th of June, Joseph Church, the 
oo~table of Marlborough, endorsed the following return on the 
writ: "I have attached sixty ~cres of land belonging to the 
within ru1omed detendan~thirty acres belonging to the within 
named Charles Phelps, Esq., beginning at the dividing line be
tw~n him the said Charles and Timothy Phelps, ten rods west 
of hi$ dwelling-house, west as far aa his land goes, and so far south 
as to contain thirty acres ; and thirty acres belonging to Timo
thy Phelps, beginning at the above-mentioned dividing line, 
extending north as far as to contain thirty acres, bounding 
west on Newton's land-and have left an attested copy at each 
of their houses of this writ, with my doings thereon." The cause 
was tried on the 3d Tuesday in J nne, but the decision of the 
court was withheld. At the August term, Charles Phelps came 
before the court, and, in defence of his conduct, stated that he 
made the assault only to maintain possession of his property, 
which was being " wrenched from him by force and arms;" that 
he was a subject of New York, but could obtain no redress of 
grievances by the laws of that state ; and that he was forced 
"by the laws of nature and nations" to.protect his rights by the 
means which were in his power. It is hardly necessary to say, 
that these statements produced but little impression on the court. 
The defendanta were sentenced to pay a fine of £500 lawful 
money, and an execution was immediately granted against the 
.property which had been already attached. Marlborough was 

· not the only town whose inhabitants were called upon to serve 
in the Vermont militia. In Halifax, five Yorkers were drafted 
but no Vermonters. In Guilford, Capt. Price and four other 
~l'I!Ons, subjects of New York, were enrolled, and two of the 
new state's men. In Dummerston, one Yorker and one V er
mon~ were drafted, In Putney, thirteen Yorkers and two 
Vermonters were required to furnish five men. 

On the. 2d of May, the committees from eleven towns in Oum
~rland.county, ~mbled at Brattleborough, for the purpose of 
devising S1l~ tlleasures as should seem best fitted to protect 
their own iute~ta . and those of New York. In a letten address
ed to ~~1'-Gllinton, they explained their situation, and de
~ t.Qe. poaition in w.hich they were placed. To fight with or 
anbmit tQ the govemm.Qilt of Vermont appeared to them their 
QD]y alw~,.e. " On the one hand," said they, " we have 

Digitized byGoogle 



374 BISTOBT OF EASTDN VBBKONT. (1780. 

nothing to expect but an unequal and bloody con1lict with a 
ferocious set of men, exasperated by our opposition to their ille
gal measures. On the other, submission to a government which 
we know to be usurped, and whose cruelties have already taught 
us to dread and abhor it. From this dilemma Congress, and 
Congress alone, can relieve us ; and if our situation could be 
rightly explained to them, and that honorable h$>dy could be 
induced for a moment seriously to attend to it ; if they have 
not wholly lost that glorious spirit which has heretofore, in so 
eminent a manner, distinguished them-and regl\l"<l their faith 
un~nimously and solemnly pledged, we are persuaded they 
mmt put an end to our miseries by speedily determining to 
which of the thirteen states we belong. But, if they will not, 
God knows what will become of us, even while we are waiting 
their leisure." Othe1; points bearing upon the subject of the 
controversy were also discussed. In view of the little support 
which was expected from New York, the committees expressed 
an earnest desire that the .Governor woul4 not blame them for 
taking such measures as they should think most conducive to 
their safety ; but, on the contrary, would admire the fortitude 
and loyalty which had induced them, "so long and ~ 
to stem the impetuous torrent of disloyalty and oppression." 
This communication, cogent in its reasons, direct in ita conclu
sions, and accurate in its facts and details, was signed by Sa
muel Minott, the chairman of the town committees, and was 
entrnsted to Major Jonathan Hunt, who was chosen ·an espe
cial messenger to deliver it to Governor Clinton. · 

Having fulfilled his commission, Major Hunt proceeded to 
Philadelphia, and on the 23d of May subscribed an affidavit 
which was read in Congress, in which he declared his beli~ 
founded on credible information, " that the assumed govern
ment of the New Hampshire Grants, called Vermont " was 
intending after the 1st of Jtme following, "to put their laws 
into execution over the persons and estates of the inhabitants of 
the said ' Grants' and to exact from them an oath of allegiance 
to their pretended state." He also stated that William Williams 
of Wilmington, who had formerly received a colonel's commis· 
sion from the Convention of the state of New York, who had 
been a member of said Convention and was now a member of 
the Assembly of Vermont, had informed him that the govern
ment of Vermont had re-granted lands which had been pre
viously granted by New York, without consulting the rights or 
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interest of the first grantees, and had also disposed of large tracts 
to persons residing in Connecticut, and to certain continental 
officers whose petitions for land had been presented by Col. 
Roger Enos, a continental officer of that state.* 

In view of this representation, and of other representations of 
a similar character, Congress on the 2d of June declared the 
conduct of the people of the " Grants," " in contravening the 
good intentions" of the resolutions of the 24th of September, 
and of the 2d of October, 1779, to be "highly unwarrantable, 
and subversive of the peace and welfare of the United States." 
At the same time the inhabitants of the controverted district 
were, by a special order, "strictly required to forbear and 
abstain from all acts of authority, civil or military, over the 
inhabitants of any town or district who hold themselves to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to any of the states claiming 
the jurisdiction of the said territory in whole or in part," until 
the controversy, should be determined. Desirous no doubt of 
terminating internal diBBensions of every character, Congress 
resolved to "proceed to hear and examine into, and finally 
determine the disputes and differences relative to jurisdiction," 
as soon as nine states, exclusive of those who were parties to the 
controversy should be represented. By a subsequent order, 
passed on the 9th, the second Tuesday of September following 
was fixed upon as the day upon which Congress would declare 
their final determination.t 

At their spring session, the General Assembly of Vermont had, 
on the 15th of March, appointed Stephen R. Bradley, Moses 
Robinson and Jonas Fay, a committee "to enquire as soon 
as may be into the cause, and officially take the reasons whl 
certain of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland are 
opposed to the authority of this state, and wherein their griev
ances consist." Pursuant to this appointment, the committee, 
accompanied by Governor Chittenden, assembled at West
minster, and afterwards at Putney, " to attend on the Yorkers," · 
and to "bring about a union with the Brattleborough commit
tee," of which Samuel Minott was chairman. However well
intentioned this measure might have been, it does not seem to 
have been followed either by a compromise or by any kind of 

• George Cllinton Papen, in N. Y. State Lt'b., TOL iz. doe.. 18G6, 1886. :MS. 
A1Bdant of Jonathan Hunt. 

t .lournale Am. Cong., iii. 46~6. Broedlide, in Papel'l nlating to Vt. Con
troversy, in oflloe Sec. ·state N. Y., p. 34. 
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a permanent or temporary settlement. A similar result appears 
to have attended the negotiationa of a like committee, who were. 
directed to convene during the month of August at Westminster,. 
at Putney, and at Brattleborough, "to settle with the Yorkers."* 

The 1st of June, the time at which it was supposed the 
government of the new state would manifest its power by some 
decisive act, had come and gone, and no change in the rulminis-. 
tration of Vermont affairs had taken place sufficiently important 
to attract especial attention. To the New York adherents the 
hopes which they had so long cherished, not only that a decision 
would be made, but that it would be favorable to them, began 
to assume an appearance more fantastic than real. Knowing 
that they could not afford to lose all they had expended in this. 
contest, and deeming it just that the state for which they had 
hazarded so much should reimburse them for expenditurea 
made in her behalf, they presented to the New York Legis
lature, on the 12th of.J une, through Micah Townsend, a petition 
designed to accomplish this end. In it they referred to the diJr 
affection which had led to the establishment of Vermont as an 
independent jurisdiction ; to the efforts which had been made 
by the Legislature of New York to prevent the disaffection 
from becoming general, which efforts had resulted in a resolve, 
passed in February, 1778, by which the faith of the state was 
then pledged " to concur in the necessary measures for protecting 
the loyal inhabitants of this state residing in the counties of 
Albany, Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester, in their persona 
and estates;" to the constancy which many of the residents on 
the "Grants" had exhibited in continuing allegiant to New 
York; to the earnest endeavors which had been made by these 
"(oyal subjects" to obtain the protection of govern01ent; to 
the ill success that had attended their efforts ; and to the perse
cutions they had endured in the shape of fines, imprisonments,_ 
and the confiscation of property. Resting their claim on these 
considerationa, they declared that the Legislature were bouud. 
in equity to make compensation for the injuries they ~ 
received, and expressed a hope that their petition for snch cora . 
pensation would be answered. A request so reasonable aa t'flia:. 
conld not, it would seem, have met with a refusal; bnt con, 
siderationa more pressing in their nature were continually 
demanding the attention of the Legislature, and it was not until 

• lriSS. of the Hon. Stephen B. Bradler. 
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several yeam had elapsed that this application, and other 
applications resembling it, were treated to a final and definitive 
&DSwer.* 

On the 16th of June, Govemor Clinton replied to the com
munications he: had rece:ived ffom Samuel Minott in behalf of 
the town committees, and entrusted his letter and other import
ant papers to the care of Major Hunt, who, on his way home 
from Philadelphia, had stopped at Kingston, where Clinton then 
resided. With reference to the reso:Jres of Congress ,he pro
fessed his faith in the trnth of the statements they contained, 
and made no donbt that the instant there should be a full repre
se:ntation in Congress, and the public affairs should with 
propriety permit attention to be paid to the subject of the 
controversy, it would" be put in a conrse of decision." Not
withstanding his own convicpons, he did not endeavor to 
conceal from himself or his friends the probability existing that 
the V ermonflers would not heed these resolves. " Should your 
neighbors," wrote he, "in contempt of the authority of Con
gress, and at the hazard of the welfare of the whole confedera
tion, by embroiling ita members in a civil war at this crisis, 
still persevere in their usurpations, I must recommend it to 
you not to submit voluntarily, but at the same time, that in 
your resistance you will be guided by prudence, reflecting that 
·the whole force of all the states will not only be shortly called 
forth, but will be necessary to ensure success to the great 
intended operations against the common enemy ; and con
sequently, that, however at another time it might be in our 
power, and at all times my sincerest desire, to relieve and 
protect you, yet that in the present conjuncture the power of 
the state must be directed to another, and I feel assured your 
own eandour will induce you to admit, a more important, 
object." In another part of his communication, he informed 
Mr. Minott, that complaint had been made to him, when at 
the northward, that· the snbjectsof New. Y oJ:k, resident in Cum
berland county, were living "tot:ally exempt from public 
borthens." While declaring his disbelief in the charge, he still 
expressed a wish that "even the appearance of a cause might 
be removed," and thwefote recommended the formation of ' 
compan1 of soldiem. in the " well~aft'ected towna," to serve ior 

• Doe. Hilt. N. Y., lv. 1008 100.. Papers relating to Vt. Controversy, in 
o!Bce Bee. SWe N. Y., p. a6. 
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three months from the middle of the approaching July. He 
further proposed, that the men thus raised should be attached to 
the levies required of New York to serve with the continental 
army, "in the intended operations against the enemy in the 
southern parts of the state," and named Fishkill as the place 
to which they should repair as SOQn as embodied. At the same 
time he expressed his willingness that the soldiers-provided 
such was their wish-i!l10nld be stationed at Skenesborongh, 
now Whitehall, that they might be nearer to their families and 
homes. In a letter to Col. Eleazer Patterson, of the same date, 
he enclosed commissions for several officers who had been re
cently appointed, and expressed the hope, provided the project 
of raising men for the army in the " well-affected" towns should 
appear practicable, that Patterson would lend his " best exer
tions" to carry it into prompt execution.* 

Although the subjects of New York in Cumberland county 
were at all times ready to serve that state in a civil or military 
capacity, they did not consider themselves bound to perform 
similar duties for Vermont. It chanced therefore, that when 
Comfort Star, captain of the first militia company in Guilford 
connected with the first Vermont regiment, in pursuance of an 
act of the General Assembly and in obedience to orders from hia 
colonel, directed his company to convene at their usual place ot 
parade on the 25th of April, and on their assembling, selected 
Josiah Bigelow and Peter Briggs to serve in the state guard 
until the lBt day of January, 1781-it chanced then, that both 
of the men drafted, refused to join the troops they were detach 
ed to serve with, and declined to pay the fine required of them 
by statute as the punishment for such neglect. Thereupon, by 
order of the Ron. Moses Robinson, the Chief J ndge of the 
superior court, process was ordered against the delinquent& 
Dr. Daniel Rood, of Putney, an "indifferent person," served 
the summons on Briggs, on the 7th of J nne, by leaving an 
attested copy of it. at his dwelling. With Bigelow he did not 
succeed as well. Having first attempted to read the summons, 
he was ordered out of the house with hard words. On the 
second essay, he was not only treated in a similar manner, 
but was driven out of doors by Bigelow, who with one fist in the 
Doctor'a face, and the other at his side, emphatically declared, 
he " should take it," if he attempted to read the summons. 

• George Clinton Papen. In :N. Y. State Lib., YoL :a:. doo. !lt8J. 
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After several eft'orts of this nature, " being impeded by the 
position and words" of Bigelow, Rood delivered the summons 
verbally and favored the contwnacions Yorker with an attested 
copy of the same. .A.t the trial before the superior court, 
judgment was rendered against the delinquents, and each was 
sentenced to pay a fine of £108, together with the costs of the 
triaL* . 

The proposition made by Governor Clinton, that a company 
ahonld be formed in Cumberland county for the continental 
service, was favorably received, and measures were imme
diately taken for carrying it into execution. From every 
twelve or thirteen men, one man was selected to serve as a 
soldier, and his expenses were borne· by those from whom he 
was chosen. Col. Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, rendered 
valuable assistance in forwarding the project, and even went 
so far as to hire a man at his own expense. In announcing to 
the Governor the success which had attended these eft'orts, 
Micah Townsend, in his letter of the 19th of July, did not fail 
to mention the little difficulties with which he and his friends 
had been obliged to contend. In order to avoid any misunder
standing in the future, he recommended to the Governor that 
the state should advance a small amount of money for the 
benefit of the company, even though CongreM should refuse to 
sanction the expenditure, rather than that the soldiers should 
be rendered "uneasy," by being fed on expectations alone. 
Col Eleazer Patterson, in reference to the same subject, intl>rmed 
the Governor, on the 20th of July, that he and the officers of 
his regiment had spared no exertions to procure a company of 
fifty men, and that the reason why this number was not yet 
fully completed, was the "peculiar situation" of the friends of 
New Y prk, and not a " want of sufficient exertion" on the part 
of those to whom the business of enlisting had been entrusted, 
or of "spirit in the people." 

In his reply of the 16th of September, Governor Clinton 
exhorted the Colonel and those associated with him, to adhere 
to the course they had taken. That their military organization 
might be in accordance with the laws of the state, he announced 
to them the necessity of being properly armed and accoutred, 
and of being provided with ammunition. He expressed full 
oonfidence in their loyalty to New York and the United States, 

• JIB. Papertln the OSlce o( Clerk of Rut.lud Oo., Vt. 
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and decJJnd. Ids ~t: tllat th~y would make u,~e of every 
:rneans in their pow~ to. ~n~!al" their recruits military and 
etfective men.* 

Dw·ing the sDIIUDer. of this year, 8118piciona had been enter
tained that the principal men interested in the government of 
Vermont, were engaged in negotiations with the British in 
Canada, bnt as to the correctness of the suspicions or the ·nature 
of the negotiations nothing conld. be determined. By Sep
tember, these suspicions had increased to such an extent that. 
they were regarded by many as facts. Fears were also pre
valent that the enemy were about to make an incursion into 
Vermont, for the purpose of reducing it to a British province. 
Depositions containing' information to this effect, were attested 
by Benjamin Butterfield and Jonathan Church, inhabitants of 
Cumberland county. The statements made by these gentle
men, were based partly on hearsay and rumor, and partly on 
Conversations which they had held with persons who had seen 
scouts who had removed from Cumberland county and 
joined the British in Canada. These depositions, which were 
taken at the instance of the New York adherents, were trans
mitted to Governor Clinton for his perusal. Accompanying 
them was a communication of the 11th of September, signed 
by the deponents, also by Col. Eleazer Patterson, Lieut.-Col. 
John Sergeants, Capt. Timothy Church, and several private 
gentlemen, recomtPending the appointment of a committee 
"invested with some degree of authority," whose duty it 
should be, to watch such of the inhabitants of the county as 
might be suspected o£ conspiring with the British against the 
Americans, and report their names to the proper authorities. 
Although this proposition w.as well received. by the Governor, 
he was prevented by political ~aaons from acting on its sug
gestions. Unde~: these circlUJlStances he substituted counsel for 
action. " I can only advise," said he, in hi$ letter of October 
3d, " the present civil· and military officers to vigilance and a 
faithful exertion of the authority they are· vested with, and ~ 
would fain hope they will, in this case, be able to defeat the 
designs of our secret enemies.'' He also reminded~ friends, 
that any person who had joined the enemy, and whQ shpuld be 
round llU'king secretly in the collnty, was triable by· a general 

• George OUnton Papen, in N. Y. State Lib., vol :a:. d001o 8081, 8086: si. 
8lli4. 
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eourtrmartial as a spy, and subject to capital punishment ; and, 
further, that any pei'BOil who should "knowingly harbor or 
comfort'' a spy was guilty of a misdemeanor of the highest 
nature. That the 811Spicions which gave rise to these precau
tions 1rere partly founded in truth, there is now no doubt. 
The va.g-M reports which were then floating among the com
munity, springing from no very responsible source, and exag
gerated by transmisaion, were the preCU1'80rs of that diplomatic 

. eorreepondence which for more than two years was carried on 
between Frederick Haldims.nd on behalf of the British, and 
Thomas Chittenden on the part of V ennont, and which gave 
foundation to innumerable stories subversive of the ideas which 
had hitherro been entertained of the loyalty of V ennont to the 
cause of America.* 

In conformity with the expressed determination of Congress 
to adjudicate fairly upon the conflicting claims to the "Grants," 
the new state's men had already appointed their ·agents to 
•ppear at Philadelphia., and other parties interested in the con· 
troversy were prepal"ed to follow their example. Fearing lest 
the . New York delegates should be remiss in their duties, the 
subjects of New York resid()nt in Cumberland county met on 
the 30th of August and appointed Luke Knowlton their s.gent 
to attend at Philadelphia., at their own expense. By order of 
the county committee of which John Sergeants was then chair
man, he was furnished with a recommendatory letter to Governor 
Clinton, in which he was described as a gentleman of " penetra
tion and probity," who had resided in the county 'Since the 
beginning of the disturbances, and was therefore prepared either 
to refresh the memories of the delegates, or to acquaint them 
with such clrcnmstances, as had not yet come to their know
ledge. On the 12th of September, he was provided by Clinton 
with an introductory letter to the New York delegation, and 
thus eqllipped he arrived in Philadelphia. Hopes were now 
entertained that the long draWn controversy would be decided. 
'l'be interview b~een the parties interested and Congress, was 
opened on the 19th of September, by the presentation of docu· 
'n:lents detailing the di1l'erent vi~ws which were entertained on 
the subject under consideration, and the circumstances upon 
which they were founded. In this manner the reference was 
eondncted for tw'o or three days, when, the agents from Vermont 

• George Clinton Papera, in N. Y. State Lib., vol :d doea. 8214, 8260. 
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becoming satisfied that partial modes were pnrsued, and ex-parte 
evidence presented and received, withdrew from the assembly, 
and, on the 22d, sent in to Congress a remonstrance against 
their proceedings. On the 26th, Knowlton notified to Congress 
that the expensiveness of living and the sickliness of the place, 
would render it "very disagreeable" for him to remain longer 
in Philadelphia, and returned home. These events, combined 
with the doubts which had been excited in the minds of many 
of the members of Congress as to the validity or invalidity of 
the differing claims, rendered a postponement of the hearing 
extremely desirable. This end was accomplished by a resolve to 
that effect, and thus was a decision avoided, which could not 
have been announced in any form without exciting ill feelings, 
whose results would have been visible in compromising the 
strength of that union which bound the states together, and 
which gave them. a power that would have been weakness itself 
had they been divided.* 

Considering the exposed situation of the northern frontier of 
Vermont, it had long been a matter of surprise and congratula
tion that the British and Indians had not more frequently im
proved the many opportunities which were open to them of 
attacking the settlers and pillaging their fields and dwellings. 
This apparent forbearance, so far from arising from any praise
worthy motive, was caused by the many difficulties which the 
enemy knew it would be necessary for them to encounter in 
reaching the settlements. But the intervention of steep moun
tains and pathless forests did not afford complete exemption from 
attack. On the 9th of August, a party of twenty-one Indians 
visited the town of Barnard, and made prisoners of Thomas M. 
Wright, John Newton, and Prince Haskell. These men were 
subsequently carried to Canada, whence the two former escaped 
in the spring following. The latter was exchanged after being 
for more than a year in captivity. While prisoners they suffel'
ed many hardships, which differed only in kind from those they 
endured during their return journey. David Stone of Bethel 
was also captured at the same time, by the same party. When 
the settlement of Bethel was begun in the fall of the year 1779, 
a small stockade fort had been built by the inhabitants of the 
town for their protection. It stood at the lower end of tho 
west village, on the north side of White river, and its garrison, 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., voL z. doc. 8181 : zi. 11216 • 
.JOU1"Dall Am. Cong., iii. 6lfHS21, 1128, IIU. 
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which had been removed from Royalton, was commanded by 
Captain Safford. On the occasion of this incursion, it rendered 
no effectual service in behalf of the inhabitants. Immediately 
after the attack, the inhabitants of Barnard called a town-meet
ing, and resolved to build a fort. Benjamin Cox was chosen 
captain and a message was sent to the Governor for a commis- . 
eion. As soon as the fact of the inroad was known, several com
panies of soldiers from different parts of the state set out for 
.Barnard, but before they arrived there, the enemy had departed, 
and the work . of defence was &lmost completed. The fort 
was known ae Fort Defiance, and at times was occupied by a 
garrison.* 

But the sorest trial was yet to come. In July, 1T76, an Ame
rican officer, a certain Lieut. Whitcomb, while out with a scout
ing party on the river Sorel, had mortally wounded Gen. Gor
don, a Britiah officer, as he was riding between Chambly and 
St. Johns, and had taken from him his sword and watch. The 
Britiah had long desired to avenge this act, which they regard
ed as base and villanous, resulting wholly from a desire of 
plunder, and totally unworthy of an officer. To capture Whit
comb was, with them, a controlling motive. Expecting, it is 
supposed, that they should find him at Newbury on Connecticut 
river, an expedition was planned against that town. Of the 
two hundred and ten ment who were engaged in it, all were 
Indians, with the exception of seven white men who were re
fugees and tories. In the beginning of October, the party, under 
the command of Horton, a British lieutenant, and one Le Mott, 
his 888istant, started on their mission of plunder and revenge. 
Their guide, whose name was Ilamilton, had been made prisoner 
by the Americans at the surrendry of Burgoyne, in 1777. He 
had been at Newbury and Royalton during the preceding sum
mer, on parole of honor; and having left the latter place with 
several others, under pretence of going to survey lands in the 
northem part of Vermont, had gone directly to the enemy, 
to whom, no doubt, he communicated such information as 
served to assist them in executing their barbarous intentions. 
While proceeding up Onion or Winooski river, they fell in, near 
the spot where Montpelier now stands, with two white men en
gaged in hunting, who informed them that the people of New-

• Vermout Gazetteer, ed. 18M, pp. 118, M. JIB. Letter. 
+ WDliama •11 SlO; Thompeon, "about aoo.• 
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bury had been expecting an assault from their enermes in Oa
nada, and were well prepared for defence. The information, 
whether true or false, had the effect to divert them from the 
primary object of the expedition, and to turn their attention 
towards Royalton. 

This town had formerly been defended by a 8Dl8ll ganison, 
bot unfortunately the soldiers had a little while before been re
moved seven or eight miles westward to Capt. Sa:ff~rd's fort in 
the town of Bethel, and the inhabitants were now entirely dee
titute of the means of defence. On ·reaching the mouth of Ste
vens's branch, the enemy paesed through the town of Barre to 
Jail branch, which empties into Stevens's branch ; and, after pro
ceeding up this stre&m for some distance, crossed the mountains 
in Washington and Orange counties, and striking the first 
branch of White river, followed it down through Chelsea, and 
encamped at Tunbridge, where they remained during Sunday, 
the 15th of October, engaged, no doubt, in maturing their plan 
of attack. Leaving a strong guard at this place, they ad vaneed 
the next morning before daybreak towards the more settled 
parts of Tunbridge, and commenced depredations at the holJ&e 
of John Hutchinson, which was situated in Tunbridge, but ad
joined the line of Royalton. Having made Mr. Hutchinson 
and his brother Abijah prisoners, they plundered the house, 
crossed the first branch of White river, and proceeded to the 
dwelling of Robert Havens in Royalton, which was not far dis
tant. Mr. Havens, who had gone into his pasture, becoming 
aware of danger from the barking of the dogs, arid beholding at 
the same time, a party of Indians entering his house, lay down 
onder a log and escaped their notice. His eon, Daniel Havens, 
and another young man, Thomas Pember, who were in the house 
when the enemy approached, endeavored to escape by flight. 
Havens succeeded in throwing himself over an adjacent hedge, 
and, being protected by the bushes, crept down the bank of 
the stream and concealed himself beneath a log, over which the 
Indians passed a few minutes afterwards, as they pursued with 
impetuous haste their escaped prey. Coming up with Pember, 
one of them aimed at him a spear, which, striking him, in1licted 
a severe wound. He still continued running, bot, becoming 
faint with the loss of blood, was soon overtaken, killed, and 
scalped. 

Having selected Mr. Havens's house as & deposit for their bag
gage and a post of observation, a portion of the party were left 
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there as guards, while the main body again set forth to complete 
the work of destruction. On their way they o>ertook Elias But
ton, a young man, who endeavored to avoid them. But the 
mdians---fleet of foot, and savage by thescentofblood-rendered 
his attempts useless, and his body was left by the roadside, welter
ing in its gore. Advancing silently and with great caution, they 
next entered the dwelling of Joseph Kneeland, which was about · 
a half mile distant from Havens's. Here they made prisoners . 
'.lf Kneeland and his aged father, also of Simeon Belknap, Giles 
Gibbs, and Jonatl1an Brown. Carrying devastation in their 
train, they finally reached the mouth of White river 'branch, 
where they malie a stand, abd dispatched sma11 parties in differ
ent directions to plunder the dwellings and bring in prisoners. 
They had already stolen a number of horses, and, thinking to 
facilitate operations, they now mounted them, and endeavored to 
oontrol them by yells and shouts. The horses, unused to such 
riders, were rendered more and more unmanageable by the 
frenzied cries of the Indians, and served essentially to impede 
the execution df their plans. The alarm had now become 
general, and the frightened inhabitants, flying in every direction, 
sought such -p1aces as might·afford a refuge from the batbarity 
of their pursuers. :A..s a detachment of the enemy were passing 
down the west bank of White river, they were perceived by one 
of the inhabitants, who immediately gave notice of their ap
proach to Gen. Elias Stevens, who 'was working in a ·field about 
two miles distant from his bouse. Unyoking his oxen, he turned 
them out, and mounting his horse started up the river. He bad 
gone about a mile in the direction of his dwelling, wben he was 
met by Capt. John Parkhurst, who informed him that the 
Indians were in full pursuit down the river, and counselled him 
to turn back. Fearing for the safety of his wife and children, 
yet aware of the imminent danger which threatened 'himself, 
Stevens changed his course, and retraced his steps, in company 
with Parkhurst. On reaching the house of Deacon Daniel Rix, 
Stevens took Mrs. Rix and two or three children with him on 
his horse ; Parkhurst performed the same 'kind office for Mrs. 
Benton and a number of children, and, with all the care and 
attention of l"hich the occasion allowed, the party rode off to 
the field where Stevens, had first received the alarm, being fol
lowed by Deacon Rix and several oilier persons ·on foot. 

On reaching this spot, the women and children were left in 
charge of a Mr. Burroughs, While Stevens, full of concern for 
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his family, again set out for his home. He had gone about half 
a mile when he discerned the Indians approaching. As they. 
were but a few rods distant, he instantly turned about, and com
ing up with the company he . had left, entreated them to ~f;l: 
to the woods immedi&.tely. Following his advice they were. 
soon concealed in the neighboring thicket, where they remained 
undiscovered by the foe. Passing down the road a_ half mile 
further, Stevens came in sight of the house of his father-in-law,_ 
Tilly Parkhurst. Here he found his sister engaged in milking1 

and entirely unconscious of the approach of the fee. . Telling· 
her to "leave her cow immediately or the Indians wo11.ld have. 
her," he left her to secure her own retreat. By the time he had 
gained the house, the Indians were not more than eightyor an: 
hundred rods in the re.ar. Fear had so taken possession of tJw~ 
half-crazed inhabitants that it was. impossible to persuade,~'. 
compel them to take refuge in the woods. Choosing the .roacl,. 
they kept it as well as their terrible fright and exhaustion woul4 
allow until they reached the house of Capt. E. Parlqi.U1'8t. il;l. 
Sharon. Here they halted for a few moments, but _their pUl"Sn
ers appearing in sight, they were compelled again to push .f~ 
ward in order to escape impending destruction. The few-J:iomes 
which the terrified inhabitants had succeeded in se~uring, C()nld _ 
not carry but a small portion of those who had now-~~' 
and there was but. li.ttle time for consultation. or suggeati,~~ 
Placing his mother and sister !Upon his own home, _and~ ~
and her three children on another, Stevens bade them ride on 
with all possible speed, while he should follow with ~veral 
others on toot. Mrs. E. Parkhurst and her children who were left 
at the house, expected nothing but instant death from the~:: 
of the enemy. On their approach, however, having taken her 
eldest son prisoner, they ordered her and her. five children to .. 
leave the house., Obeying these commands, she fled to the , 
woods and there remained in safety until the foe .had left the_. 
place. 

Soon after Stevens had started with those who W&J:e on foot, 
his dog coming in his way caused him to stumble, and so im- . 
peded his progreBB that he was o~liged to take to the woods to . 
save his life. The Indians pursuing with frightful yells, the. 
unprotected pedestrians who had been so unfortnnately de
prived of their protector, soon overtook them. But the enemy 
were too intent on plunder to be impeded by a great number 
of captive women and children, and of this company Gardner 
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Rix, a boy about fourteen years old, was alone made prisoner. 
Approaching the house of Mr. Benedict, and having noticed 
him on the opposite side of a small stream which flowed near by, 
the Indians beckoned to him to come over to them. Instead of 
seconding their wishes, he quietly stole away and secreting 
himself under a .log, remainad in safety till the danger had 
paased. While in this situation, the enemy in pursuit of him 
were at one time standing on the very log which gave him 
concealment, and he learned by their conversation that they 
were resolved to tomahawk him ehonld they find him. After 
going down the river about forty rods further, and capturing a 
young man named Avery, they concluded to return. Coming 
to the house of ·nny Parkhurst, situated about six miles from 
the place where they entered Royalton, they fired at his son, 
Phineas, who had just returned from the east side of the river, 
whither he had • been to spread· the alarm. The ball entered 
his back, and passing through hie body lodged in the skin in 
front. Notwithstanding the wound, being able to ride, he pur
sued his cou.rse towards Lebanon, New Hampshire, distant 
sixteen miles, and reached that place in safety, baring during 
the whole journey been obliged to support the ball between his 
fingers to prevent irritation. 

The Indians who went down on the ea&t side of the river, 
haVing gone 88 far 88 the house of Captain Gilbert, in Sha
ron, made captive his nephew, Nathaniel Gilbert, and set 
out on their return. .AJJ they retraced their steps, they fired 
every building within sight, devastated fields, destroyed cattle, 
wasted the garnered crops, and spread desolation and destruc
tion with unsparing hand. 

Daniel Havens-whose escape has been already mentioned-
as soon as the savages had gone, ventured from his hiding
place, and coming to the house of General Stevens, gave notice 
that the Indians were " as thick 88 the devil," and left the 
family to their fate. A boy named Daniel Waller, who lived 
at the house, hearing that the Indians were coming, started 
immediately to bear the information to the General, but had 
proceeded a short distance only when he was met and captured 
by the foe. Mrs. Stevens, who had received the first intimation 
of their approach from the terrified Havens, had but just arisen 
from bed with her infant in her arms, when the third party 
who had gone up the river entered the house. Having 
searched the dwelling for men, but without succeBB, they car-
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ried the beds out of doors, and, cutting them open, threw the 
feathers in the air and amused themselves by watching their 
eddying convolutions. After plundering the house, they bade 
Mrs. Stevens " be gone or they would burn." Glad of an op
portunity to escape, she hastened with her child to the adjacent 
woods, where she remained uatil the enemy had left the town. 
After firing the dwelling and barn they passed up the river as 
far as Mr. Durkee's, where they took two-of his sons, Adam and 
Andrew, prisoners. Attracted by a smoke, they directed their 
course towards it, and finding a young man, named Prince 
Haskell, busily engaged in clearing land for a settlement, added 
him to the n:nmber of their captives. 

At the house of Elias Curtis they took him and Peter Mason 
prisoners, anctl commenced the work of plunde:r:. While thus 
engaged, .John Kent rode up to the door, intending to get his 
horse shod, but had scarcely dismounted when he was seized by 
the hair of his head and pulled violently over, backwards. A 
man nameli Chaffee who was approaching, seeing that Kent 
had been taken, jumped from his horse, and by pursuing a 
course which enabled him to use a blacksmith's shop to cover 
his retreat, effected his escape. ' He immediately set out for the 
house of Mr. Hendee, where he lived, and on reaching it gave 
notice of the on-coming danger. Hendee, having directea his 
wife to take her little boy about seven years olti, and her 
daughter still younger, and hasten to the house of a neighbor, 
started to go to Bethel for the purpose of giving the alarm at 
the fort. Mrs. Hendee had not proceeded far when she was 
met by a party of Indians who deprived her of her son. 
Anxious for his fate she asked what they intended to do with 
him. Tbey told her they should "make a soldier of him," and 
then hurried' him away, while the weeping mother listened to 
his cries for help, as he vainly endeavored to free himself from 
the grasp of his savage masters. Having returned to the house 
of Mr. Havens with their prisoners and plunder, they divided 
the latter between the different members of the party, and, 
having set :fire to the house and barn, started for Canada, 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon. Crossing the 
hills in Tunbridge, lying west of the fi.rst branch of White river, 
they proceeded to Randolph, in which town they encamped on 
the banks of the second branch of White river, having gone the 
distance of ten miles. 

As the attack had been so sudden and unexpected, the 

Digitized by Coogle 



1780.] KEASURES DEFENSIVE AND OFFENSIVE. 389 

inhabitants bad not only been unable to combine for resistance, 
but bad in many cases, through terrible fear, failed to exert the 
ordinary means of self-preservation. So many hours had now 
passed since the first appearance of the Indians, that the alarm 
had spread far and near, and bad caused the most intense agi
tation. .As the news was borne through the villages that border 
the banb of the Connecticut, the bold father and the impetu-
0118 son, the hired laborer and the flourishing farmer, all who ' 
could be spared with safety, left their firesides and homes with
out further warning, and marched directly to the scene of 
plunder and devastation. By evening several hundreds of 
resolute men had collected at the place where the attack was 
first commenced, ready to adopt such measures as the emergency 
demanded. 

Here a company was organized, and Col. Jehn House, of 
Hanover, New Hampshire, who had served several campaigns 
in the continental army, was chosen commander. In the dark
ness of midnight, through a waste wilderness, " guided by a few 
marked trees amidst the logs, roeks, and hills, with which the 
country abounded," this undisciplined corps began their march 
in quest of the savage army. Continuing their pursuit with 
ardor, they reached the spot where the last houses had been 
destroyed, and, becoming aware that they were approaching the 
enemy, proceeded with.more caution. The Indians had placed 
their sentries nearly half a mile in the rear of their encamp
ment, at a spot situated a few rods from the river. Near this 
spot was a small hill, and by the side of the adjacent path stood 
a number of large trees behind which were posted the Indian 
guards. A large log was the only bridge provided for crossing 
the river, and this served for foot-passengers only. Some of 
House's men were mounted, others were on foot, and their pre
carious situation at the river rendered it necessary for them to 
observe the utmost circumspection. The front guard passed 
the log and the Indian sentries in safety. About one third of 
the main body had crossed the stream, and the van had arrived 
within a few yards of the enemy's guards, when they were fired 
on from behind the trees and one man was wounded.* 

• The pei'IOn wounded on this oeeuion Will Charlee 'mden. He Will a reei
dent ofl>reeden, a eertain diatriet in New Bampahire, belonging to Dartmouth 
College, which w111 then known by this name. Among the MSS. in the ofBee of 
the Secretary of the etate of Vermont is a petition for a penaion, eigned by 
Charles Tilden, dated January 30th, 1782, in which it ill stated, "that on the 
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The fire was returned by the Americans. ·One of the Indians 
was killed and two wes-e wounded. The sentries then left their 
ambush and ran off to the Indian camp, while Roue's men 
advanced a little further and then formed themselves within 
three hundred yards of the enemy's rendezvous and a. waited the 
approach of da.y. "Great .consternation," observes W.illiams, 
" now prevailed among the sa.v&ges. Much fatigued, and .in a 
profound slumber after one. of their ravenous suppers, the alarm 
filled them with fear and ,confusion." But they we.t:e nQt de
ficient in stratagem, nor destitute of policy. Taking one of th ir 
prisoners named Kneeland, an ,aged man, they sent him to the 
Americans, with the information that the Indians woulu 
instantly put all the captives to ·dea~ .should an attack be 
made. To Giles Gibbs and Joseph Kneeland the rage of the 
savages had already proved fatal. The fonner, e:xpecting that 
his friends would relieve .him ·and his companions, .had re.fu ed 
to march. He was afterwards found with a tomahawk bm·ietl 
deep in his head. The latter was killed and scalped to av l}gc 
the death of the Indian who had been shot by the Americau~. 
As soon as the old man, Kneeland, had been sent to the camp 
of the pu,rsners, .the Indians renewed t heir :flight with the 
utmost expedition, leaving at their encampment, a large 
quantity of the plunder, and nearly all the horses they had 
taken. Having placed their best warrion; in the rear to cover 
their retreat, they crossed White river, early on the morning 
of the 17th, proceedoo up the west bank, and having made 
prisone.r of Zadock Steele, who resided in the north part of 
Randolph, passed through the west part of Brookfield, and n 
reaching Berlin encamped on Dog river, not many mil 
£rom the place where the capital of the state is now located. 
To secure the captives more e:tfectually at night, a rope was 
passed around their bodies as they lay upon the ground, d 
between each of them and upon the rope as placed an Indian. 
By this device 1;10 .two of the prisoners were allowed to lie toge
ther, aud att~mpt JLt escap~ was .rendered nselese. 

alarm when Bo)'AIWD wu deetloyed w ~. 1'1110. he llfJIIYed • • ....,.tin 
the company of militia under the ooiiiiii&Dd of Capt. Sam. McClure, In pursuit of 
$enemy, and beiuscletached with • reoonnoiterini partr fell in with. ud wae 
fired on by tbe .eACI8ly't pMd. by which he wu wounded, by NOehing a 
pc~ieoned ball tluougb hie arm, by whUlh he lNI renderedwu~ble to do any kind 
of b:uam- for two moo the; that be w.u the •Dlf pe110D wounded iD the party 
who p1U'IIWII1 the ea.emy on thia oocaaioa,,. &e. 
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Continuing their Mu:ri!e down Dog river, the party struck 
·Onion river, along which they .passed until they reached Lake 
Champlain on the 20th. 'Here $e Indians found tbe batteaux 
in which they had coine on _their march to Royalton. Em
barking in these, 'they With their captives commei;lced their 
journey down the Lake, . and after stopping at Grand Isle and 

'the Isle aux Noix, reached St. John's on the 22d, having been 
nearly seven days on the route. On the following day the 
captives were taken to Canghnawaga, where many of them 
were temporarily adopted by 'the Indian families resident at 
that place. .After remaining in this condition for a few weeks, 
'they were 'taken to Montreal in the latter part of November, 
'and were there sold to the British as prisoners of war " tor a 
'half Joe" each. ·or the twenty-five who were ~arried away, 
one, Adam Durkee, died while in captivity~ Twenty-three 
·were exchanged or redeemed, and returned to their friends 
during the ensuing summer. The remaining prisoner, Zadock 
:Steele, after enduring a long confinement and being subjected 
·ro many hardships, finally effected his escape, and reached the 
home of his parents in Ellington, Connecticut, on the 17th 
of October, 1782, just ·two years from the day on which he was 
taken hy the Indians at Randolph. 

After receiVing the message from the Indians in which they 
declared that they would destroy their captives should ·an 
attack be attempted ; Honse and his men determined to abide 
where they were until morning. It was then discovered that 
the enemy had left their encampment. Notwithstanding this 
discovery, th~ company marched about five miles further to 
Brookfield. Finding all 'thing& quiet at this place,_ and judging 
that pursuit would be useless, they retraced their steps and 
returned to their homes. In commenting upon the conduct of 
Honse and his men, Williams observes, they " lost the opportu
nity of attacking the enemy to advantage, by their caution and 
delay." In his account of the "Burning of Royalton," Steele 
remarks of Honse, ".had he possessed courage and skill ade
·qnate to the dnties Of his station, he might have defeated the 
enemy, it is thought, Without the least difficulty, and made 
'them all prisoners.., 'J;o on~ acquainted with the facts as they 
have been transmitted by those who have Written On the 
subject, these co:Jidnsiom~ appear to be far from just. Con
versant with the Indian character; aware, that to a savage the 
name of foe is a warrant for any deed of cruelty ; satisfied that 
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in the present instance, nothing would be spared by the enemy 
to preTent a defeat in case an attack should be made ; and 
unwilling that the captives should be sacrificed through any 
vain desire of his own for a victory, which to say the least, he 
was not sure of gaining, House refused to lead his men in a 
conteRt, whose result would have been the certain murder of 
twenty-five persons, and, without doubt, the slaughter of many 
of his own men. We are told that 

.. The better part or valor ia--4iacretion.. 

Judged by this maxim, Col. House at once assumes the 
character of the prudent soldier. Viewed in the light of a 
noble humanity, his conduct appears in the highest degree 
praiseworthy and magnanimous. 

Upon a review of the losses of the day, it was found that the 
Indians had burned one bouse in Tunbridge, two hol1Bes in 
Sharon, twenty-one in Royalton, several in Randolph, and six
teen new barns variously located, which were filled with hay 
and grain ; that they had slaughtered about one hundred and 
fifty head of neat cattle, and all the sheep and swine they could 
find ; and had destroyed all the household furniture which they 
could not take with them. .A£. on other occasions, so now, 
their attachment to devastation and plunder was unabated. 
The packs with which they lade~ their captives on their retreat 
from Royalton, were filled with plunder of every kind. Axes, 
hoes, pots, kettles, shovels, tongs, sickles, scythes, and ·chains 
were mingled in almost inextricable confusion ; and the backs 
of many of the party supported old side-saddles, bed-ticks, 
warming-pans, plates, looking-glasses, frying-pans, spiders, and 
many fanning implements-as well as household utensils. In 
their conduct, the Indians in this inroad displayed less of the 
savage character than is usual on such occasions. .A£. a general 
rule they were eager to take as captives the young men and 
those who were in middle life ; but they did not seem desirol18 
either to carry off the women or female children, or to commit 
violence, except in extraordinary cases. After they had 
burned the house of John Hutchinson, they evinced a kind of 
savage satire, by giving his wife a hatchet and a :flint, together 
with a quarter of mutton, and bidding her "go and cook for 
her men." On reaching the dwelling of Elias Curtis, they 
broke into his wife's apartment, and having discovered Mrs. 
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Curtis who had just arisen, for it was yet early morning, one 
of the Indians seized her by the throat, and brandishing a large 
knife was apparently intending to destroy her, when his atten
tion was arrested by a string of gold beads which she wore 
about her neck. More avaricious than cruel, his knife de
scended only to part the string on which they were collected, 
and Mrs. Curtis, although no Romanist, was actnally saved by 
her beads. 

During the destruction of Royalton, two women who had been 
aroused from sleep by the appearance of a number of the Indians, 
who entered their dwelling in the grey of morning, were so 
much terrified at the sight, that losing for a time theh: self-com
mand, they went out of doors, clad· only in their night garments, 
and stood motionless by the side of their dwellings until the In
dians brought them their clothing. Aroused from their stupor 
o( fear by this act of kindness, they put on their apparel, and, 
taking two or three small children and a young woman with 
them, fled to the woods. One woman residing in the western 
part of the same town, was sufficiently courageous to reproach 
the savages for their conduct in di!ltressing females and children, 
and in a taunting manner, told them, that "if they had the 
spirits and souls of men," they would cross White river, and 
attack the fort at Bethel They bore her remarks with patience, 
their only reply being, "Squaw should not say too much." 
After plundering one of the houses, the Indians had carried the 
pillage and piled it in a heap before the door. As they stood 
around it, selecting such articles as they liked best, a woman 
chanced to espy her gown amid the mass, and forthwith took 
it. Upon this an Indian, who claimed her as his captive, club
bed his gun and knocked her down. Recovering from the 
effects of the blow, she waited till her master had carried the 
gown to another heap, and had become engaged in adding to 
the plunder already collected. She then approached the pile 
which W&ij surrounded by the savage crowd, and seizing her 
gown the second time, succeeded in bearing it away, holding 
at the same time, one child in her arms, and leading another 
by the hand. 

But the exploits of Mrs. Hendee mark her as the heroine of 
the occasion. After the attack had been made upon her hus
band's house, she, by his advice, started for a neighboring 
dwelling with her little bi>y and girl. While on the rgad she 
was met by a party of Indians who took her son, but left her 
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·daughter with ·her. -Poeses8ing "Uheotmtton resolution, and 
great pr~nce·oftnind," she·determined to rescue her son:from 
the hands df' 'his captors. Takihg her little girl 'by the 'hand, 
she proceedM down the ·river·Qn foot, until she ~vered a 
large body of Indians stationed on the oppOsite iiliote. Wishing 
to find the oftioor in coniiiiand, ·she set out 'to cross the 'river, 
and was preparing to furd ihe ·stremn, when she W'a8 · D1et by an 
Indian who by ·signs asked her whither she was going. Having 
made 'knoWtl 100 him her intentions, he in iJ. lfit' Of ·gooa httmor 
·or gallantry, or perhaps both, offered to :tak-e her·over ·()11 his 
'back. She refnsed liis proposal, btit 'allowed him 'tO· carry her 
child. The little girl ·protested again~ thiS 'pr<x!eeJiing, lee'Ja'r. 
'ing that" she·didn't want to nde ihe old Indian' 1'btit 1..1.~ .... ' ' '""'v~ 
'reconciled to her ·steed, the three entered the ·water. They 
had gone nearly half acl'088 ithe ·stream, when the·clll'ient be
coming more 'rapid, 'the polite Indian in order to lre&!!Sure Ml'S. 
Hendee, patted her ·on the shotilder, 'litl.d 'signified 'tb her his 
readiness to assist her to the other side when he had. ·f.dbn ·her 
child over, provided she woU!a wait 1rpon a rock near by, 
w-hose surface was above the water. This time she did not 
reject his offer. Clambering 'ttp ·on the 'rock., she there 'remain
ed until he :returned. Trne to his word he 'then ·rook her pick
back, ·and carrying her to the other side, landed her as he had 
her daughter, in safety. . . 

Hastening to Horton, !!he implored him 'to restore her ·child. 
She was informed that he would not be hurt, but with others 
'Would be trained as a soldier. m satisfied with thls reply, she 
·continued her pions importunity, unh1 the British lieutenant 
'al!sured her that lr~ would telease him. -on 'the arrival of the 
:co~pany in wh~e charg~ the. boy ~ad ·?een plaCed, R~~n pi"e
"Vailed on the Indians to gtve hitn up to '.his mother. RaVlng been 
successful in this unde:rtaking, she endeavored to procure the 
release of ilo'me of ·her neighbors' children. .At this junctu:re, 
she was compeUed by the crnel threatS and ·actions of one of 
ih~ savage party, ·again to relinquish her son. A. second time 
did she appeal to Horton for aid, and ·again succeeded in libe
_rating her offspring. She no~ se~ out ~n her return, having in 
her charge her own little girl, ·and 'eight boy!, n06e freedom 
!!he had obtained.. Oil re'a'ching tlte 'stream, h~ Hendee car
ried two of the children 'tl:crOE!B it ·on her back, 'one at a time, as 
!!he a little while before had been borne by the Indian. The 
•rest forded the ri'9'er together, their arms being 'placed &round 
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each other's necks, that they might the better withstand the 
rforce of the current. She was welcomed with,great joy on her 
return, and for many years after lived to1"8Ceive the oft.repeated 
thanlm·of those whose ·children abe had been the :inslntment of 
releasing from a captivity whose terrOD w.ete<akin to the terrors 
.of death. 

During the1succeeding tWinter, the suffeiWI! by this sad cala
mity, found a shelter ·in the homes of their more fortunate 
-ueighbOI'B:and friends, and e:r:perienood a ;sympathy which was 
peculiarly grateful to ·them, when compared. :with .the treatment 
:they had 'l"eCei:ved from the savage foe. • 

Wamed by the deatrucuon-of Royalton, :the inhabitants of 
:Cumberland county .assembled in their respective towns to 
take measnres .for the promotion of the common· safety:, and the 
more effectual pmtection of the settlements. .The 1'68ult of 
1these meetings was an understanding that ev-ery -able-bodied 
·man should hold himself .in readiness at a minnie's warning, 
both for p&rticular·and genen.l defence. In the midst of these 
proceedinss the commuillty were alarmed by rreports ·of the 
:presence of hostile bands of .Indians within .the state. An 
excellent opportunity was now ,afforded for the -exercise of that 
activity which had been declared ·essential to the safety of life 
;and property. Not confi.Bed to the locality at which it began, 
the alarm pervaded the southern part of the ·county, ana was 
the most extensiv-e '}>&Die experienced in Vet!Dlout<loring the war. 

The :}sst day of October was glorious -iD utmnnal beauttes, 
llllld the bright eo:o, as he pursued his way through the -cloodlees 
heavens, glanced at the dying leaves of the ;ended summer, 
and tinged their·changi.ug :f0rms with the hues of the rainbow .. t 
Favored by 4lhe weather,>& pmty·of gentlemea were engaged in 

• 1n a little work eutitlell ""The Iu&an Captive; or • l'an-atlve or the Ca~ 
~vity ana Sd'eringa of z.docik Steele;" printed at Montpelier, ul818, -the bard
Mipe of ODe of 'l:he prieoll- tiWm .t the burning of Royal._, 'CtwDg a 'CCIII· 

finement of two .yean, are deecribed by laimlell in a quaint and eutertainiug 
.maaaer. From " An Aoconnt of the Burning J>f Royalton• prehed to thia 
.., Narrative," many of the facta stated in the text, have been 'take~~. 11'1-equeut 
ftfei'MlOe ·u. -alee been had to 'W"'lltiamie .Hilt. Vt., B4. ta, I. iJ5o.ID. 

t ThOIIIJWOD ..,._ ba aae MOO'IUit, that ~ alann ·ooeured " a few •11 after 
&be bnmiDg of Rqyaltoa;" m aneth~!~!, "on the 26tla of November," and in a 
\bird, "on the en of the lut day of October," and in a note ealll attention to 
a diacrepancy in the dates. The date in the tat Nit. on the authority of the 
aweareh• ol11he Bev. Epbn1im B. B..noo,llllllodied in alii. .. Biltory ol the 
Towa fll JkrlboJOUgh. • 
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surveying the lands which border the margin of Grassy Brook, 
in the town of Brookline. While thus occupied, they were seen 
by some sportsmen who were hunting on Putney " West Hill." 
One of the latter, named Reed, who had often boasted of his 
ability to imitate the Indian war-whoop, took this occasion to 
display his peculiar vocal powers, and substantiated his vaunt 
by giving and repeating again and again the shriek of the 
savage, with an accuracy terrible as reality. Startled by the 
fearful sound, the surveyors collected their instruments, . and 
made a precipitate retreat, announcing the approach of the 
Indians to all whom they met. Two men who were cutting 
wood in a remote part of the town of Athens, heard the shrill 
cries, and, imagining them to be the yells of Indians, quitted 
their work, and with true benevolence spread the alarm in all 
directions. The dread of the savage foe and the recollection 
of the fearful scenes which had been so lately witnessed gave 
rise to the moet awful apprehensions. The idea of awaiting the 
appearance of the enemy was not for a moment entertained. 
To prepare for defence was deemed useless. Flight presented 
the only means of safety, and this means was instantly adopted 
by all who received the terrible tidings. The cattle were let\ 
in the stalls, dwellings were deserted, and the last look was 
taken at homes which, it was suppoeed, were never again to be 
recognised save in the ashes of their min. Women with their 
infant children mounted the few horses that were to be had, and 
rode off with desperate speed, leaving thoee who were more hardy 
to follow on foot. So frightful was the panic, that in some 
instances teams were let\ harnessed in the fields, ovens which 
were being heated were allowed to grow cool at leisure, and 
victuals which were being cooked were permitted to take their 
chances at the blazing hearthstones.* As the terrified inhabit
ants hastened their perilous flight, dangers seemed to thicken 
around them, and " to their bewildered imaginations evflrT 
noise became the yell of the savpge, and every rock and evflrT 
tree of the forest a lurking place for the cruel foe." 

During the pleasant day the " industrious inhabitants " of 
Newfane had been busily engaged in clearing land, and collecting 
in piles the brushwood and old logs, to be burned. As evening 
came on, lowering clouds began to gather, and soon the snow 

• "Jo!Whan Perham ud family de011111ped in Roh hMte that they left their 
oven hetttiug ud their oxen tied to a tree." Thomp10n'a Vt., Part m p. 6. 
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commenced falling. The opportunity was favorable for com
pleting the day's work successfully. The huge heaps were fired, 
and the diligent farmers heard with satisfaction the crackling of 
the dry boughs, and watched with pleasure the brilliant maeees 
of light which flamed upward amid the thick black smoke. 
The fugitives from the supposed enemy, as they turned for a mo
ment in their distressing :flight, and gazed at the strange fires, 
which, seen through the falling snow, glared with unnatural and 
baleful splendor, were now convinced that the Indians had pillaged 
the deserted dwellings, and wrapped them in one common con
fiagration. The report was spread through the neighboring 
towns that "every log hottse in the pleasant vales and upon the 
heightB of Newfane" and Athens had been destroyed, and the 
fearful question followed as to where the next blow would fall. 
In the more distant towns watches were set, dwellings were 
guarded, firelocb were loaded, ammunition was prepared, and 
means of escape were provided in case defence should fail. 
Sleep was a stranger to every eye, and the whole night was spent 
in expectation of the approach of the merciless foe. 

The alarm having reached Dummerston, Captain Myrick sent 
a letter by expr.ess to Colonel Sargeants of Brattleborough, with 
the information that the enemy had reached Newfane. The 
energetic Colonel gave immediate notice to :Mr. Stockwell, who 
resided in the ·eastern part of Marlborough, to call out the town 
militia for the purpose of repulsing the Tories and Indians. On 
the let of November, general orders were issued for the soldiers 
to rendezvous, and for the families to avoid the enemy as best 
they could. Companies from Westminster, Brattleborongh, and 
Marlborough, were soon en ro?tU for the place whence the alarm 
had proceeded. The snow which had fallen during the night 
now lay deep upon the ground, and the trees were so heavily 
laden as to bend in every direction. HalVing gone three miles 
on the road to Newfane, the soldiers became satisfied that 
neither Tories nor Indians could so far surmount the obstruc
tions which nature was so bountifully providing, as to extend 
their ravages, and forthwith returned home. Meanwhile com
panies from Halifax and from Colrain in Massachusetts, had 
assembled at Brattleborough, but, owing to the disbelief which 
began now to prevail in regard to the presence of the enemy, 
they proceeded no further. Others who had set out from pointB 
nearer to the supposed scene ef terror., marched into a deserted 
town, and entered forsaken but unharmed houses, having found 
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nothing to hindel" their advanee· save·the deepening snows·of a 
Vermont winter. 

The alil.rm reached llarlborougli in the aftemoon of the day 
on which it began. Notwithstanding the severity of the storm; 
women and children left their houses, 81!8embled near-the 'Centre. 
of the town, and commenced their march south, headed by their" 
pastor, the Rev. Gershom 0. Lyman· and his friend Ool. Z&doek 
Granger. Their progress wu slow, and after advancing a few 
miles they were obliged to stop and obtain shelter forthenight. 
Those from Athens who had fled east bad received · accessions 
to their number in their journey-, and on reaching Putney, their 
party amoonted ·to · between two hundred and three hundred. 
Some of the sick and infirm had .been brought ·a ·short :distan~ 
but the desire of personal safety had mastered the . virtue of 
self-sacrifice, and they had been left at places which afforded· 
shelter, and where they might, it was hoped, escape the notice of 
the foe. Having reached Westmoreland on the east bank of the 
Connecticut, the wearied and terror-stricken fugitives halted. 
On their way thither, they had paused for a moment at the 
dwelling of Noah Sabin Sen., in Putney, and ·had found him 
quietly engaged in liis accustomed avocations. To him they re-
lated their tale of terror, but he discredited the story which they 
told and refused to be frightened by what he deemed improbable. 
Ever since the time when, as judge by the authority of the King, 
Mr. Sabin at the fatal occurrence of the "Westminster Mia
sacre," bad refused to act any other part than that which became 
a loyal subject of Great Britain, he had been considered an 
avowed adherent to the New York jurisdiction, and had been 
regarded by many as a supporter of the royal cause. His digni
fied calmness on an occasion like this, when fear gave- wings to 
flight, aroused the suspicions of the fugitives. He was forthwith 
denounced as a friend of the national enemy, and the belief 
prevailed that a secret understanding existed between him and 
the Indians. Many were the curses . which were heaped upon 
him as the angry multitude preeBed onward to escape the dreaded 
foe and the man whom they now deemed no better than a Tory. 

When the intelligence of the following day had dissipated 
their terrors, preparations were made for a return, bot the snow 
of the night previous had blocked up the roads, which at the 
best were but poor, and had rendered them almost impaasabl&. 
Overcome with toil and exposure, many of the tmff'erers were 
invited to enter the hospitable mansion of him who a few 
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homs before. had been the object of their bitterest invective and 
abuse. Here they were furnished with food and clothing, and 
in other ways received such BSBistance as their necessities re
quired. The eft'ect of this kind treatment was to remove from 
the minds of all every idea of treachery on the part of Judge 
Sabin, and, though he might still favor the jurisdiction of New 
York upon the " Grants," he was never again accused of up
holding the cause of Grea~ nritain. The "brave soldiery" of 
Marlborough, when the· alarm- wa& pmved groundless, "with 
undaunted .courage pursued their wives and children," as the 
reverend chronicler, Mr. N~~ quaintly· observes, " and 
bringing them in triumph as the fairest achievements and no
blest trophies_ of 'Victory, took possession of their d11Vellings, and 
exchanged .the plU'Stlits -of war. for the. sweet_ enjoyments of do-
~-~ "* \ .._..c peace. .. 

Digitized by Coogle 



CHAPTER XV. 

Attempts to 1111ite in one Diatriot the territory in New BempMire and Vei'IIIOU 
bordering the Connecticut-Convention at Charlestown- Eastern and W eatem 
Unioni-Cumberland and Bennington Counties divided-Boundaries of Wind
ham, Windeor and Orange Counti-The County of Wuhington-Gea. Jacob 
Bailey-CoL Thomu Johuon-Johnllon taken at Peacham-Suft'erillp of 
Jonathan ~Treatment of Johuon-Alama at Nn'bary-EleaUoM in 
Windham County-Dilaatistaction of the Patriots of Rockingham with the om
oere elected-Their Petition-Remonatranee from Dummerston-Law against 
Defamation-Alarm at Bethel-The "Hazen Road "-The Canada Negotiatioua 
-Popular Surmiaee-Opinions delivered in Converaation&-Gov. Clinton write. 
for infoi"IIIAI.ion-&th Smith indicted for Treuon-Citbeoa of Guilford addre. 
Gov. Clinton-The" Repreeentetion" of the New York Party-Proceedings in 
Congreaa, and in the New York Legielat~mith &barged from his Indict
ment-Attempts to effect a eettlement of Diftlculti-Remonstranee from three 
of the southern Towna in Windham County to the New York Legialatare
Convention of the same Towns-Vermont Militia Law-The Republie of Guil
ford-The Constancy of its Citizens to the interests of New York-William 
Shattuck-The Triumph of the Yorkel'l. 

FAILING in their efforts to obtain assistance either at home or 
on the floor of Congress in resisting the demands of Vermont, 
the inhabitants of Cumberland connty who owed allegiance to 
New York were now ready to adopt other measures for ensuring 
their personeJ. and political safety. By a resolution of Congress 
passed on the 27th of September, 1780, the further consideration 
of the question respecting the jurisdiction of the New Hamp
shire Grants had been postponed; and the prospect of a settle
ment seemed, after the discussions of many months, to be no 
nearer than at the ontset. At this juncture a majority of the 
inhabitants of the tx>wns in the western portion of New Hamp
shire, expressed a wish to be received into union with Vermont. 
A proposition for the establishment of a jurisdiction of another 
character, was at the same time promnlged by the New York 
adherents residing in Cumberland and Gloucester counties, and 
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11 oonventio:n: at town committees from ~he former county wu 
called on the 31at of October:. On this:oceasion Luke Knowlton, 
HilkiahGrout,.Oliver Lo:orell, COl. John Sarg(.w.nta, :Micah·Town· 
sen.~ :Maj. Jonathan Hunt, Simon Stevens, Charles Phelpe1 Ben
jamin Henry, Jamee Clay, Maj. EJkanah Day, Thomaa Cutler 
and Bamillai Rice, were appointed a committee to take into consi
deration. the feasibility of a new goyernment, and to meet such 
pemons as should be·authorized tx> consult upon the 111111e question 
by a convention or committee of the people of Gloucester county 
on the west, and Grafton county on the eut side of Connecticut 
river •. The design· of Cumberland oo.nnty in theee proceedings, 
was. "to de.vise, awl cuey into ex:ooution such measures" as 
Bhould be deemed be~t caleulated "to unite in one political body 
all the·inkbitanbdrom1l8.son's grant on the east to the height 
of land onthe "me8t side the. S&id river." The idea thus brought 
fQI'WIIl'd.of eemblishingthe. western line of a new ·district at the 
ridge·of·the Green Mountains, manifested~ clearly the unwilling
DeBB of-tire. New· York: adherent!! to acknowledge the jurisdiction 
of Vermont, provided they could enaure. their own ufety in any 
other way.* 

Delegations from three counties· Having. by previous ap:ree· 
ment met on the· 8th of November, at Charlestown, New 
Hampahite, meaatll'eB were taken to learn the sentiments of the 
iilhabHaata residing ·in the towns included in the dltltriet which 
it wa&tpl'Opoeed'to eiCablish. Until the reeult of this inquiry 
should be declared, ultitnate ootion was postponed. Desirous 
of engaging·in the union, the towns in the county of Cheshire, 
N-ew Hampehire, sent delegates to a meeting which waa held at· 
Walpole, on the15th of November. On this occasioo a commit
tee of five. were appo~d to confer with gentlemen from any of 
the toWII8 on the "Grants " on the subject· of establishing the 
jurisdiction of that district. The result was a general meeting 
of.representativee from the counties of Ottmberland, Gloucester, 
Qheshire and· Gratron. The project of a union of the towns 
bordering· the Connecticut, in Vermont and New Hampshire, 
was freely· diaeussed, and various arguments were alleged in 
support of the right to establish the terrillory designated; as a 
separate and independent state. That time might be given for 
reftection, and that the people-the source of power-might be. 
consulted before any decisive step Should be takoo, letielt were 

• Slade'aVt. State Papert, pp.l22, 123, 124. Journala of Am. CongreM, Sept. 
lsah-l'ltb, 1'180. PiDgry KS8. 
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sent from this meeting of the counties, inviting the attendance 
of representatives from all the towns interested, at a convention 
to be held at Charlestown on the third Tuesday of January,17 1.* 

On organizing the convention which assembled in pursuance 
of this call, it was found that there were present, repre entatives 
from forty-three towns. The primary object of the assembly 
was declared to be, the formation of a union of the whole of the 
"Grants," consolidated upon such principles as the majority 
should think best. A committee of twelve from the counties of' 
Cum berland, Gloucester, Grafton and Cheshire were appointed 
to confer with the General Assembly of Vermont at their next es
sion on the subject of this union, and a declaration of the views 
of the convention in regard to the propriety and legality of the 
proposed measures, was at the same time drawn up and publish
ed. The proceedings of the convention were not, however, tll4'l.ni
mous, the members from eight New H ampshire towns entering 
their protest against them. During the two following mon 
extraordinary efforts were made to effect the consolidation, and 
on the 6th of April, thirty-five representatives, from as many 
towns in the western part of New Hampshire, took their seats in 
the General .Assembly of the state of Vermont. In addition to 
the terms agreed to by the New Hampshire towns and the tate 
of Vermont in view of this union, it was settled in rE1:,cP2ll'd to 
the towns in Cumberland and Gloucester counties which should 
join in the consolidation, that a general and full act of obli'rion 
should be passed by the Legislature of Vermont in behalf of 
those persons who, on the 1st of October, 1780, although residing 
in Vermont were avowed subjects of N ew York; that all judg
ments against them for fines and forfei tures on account of their 
opposition to the authority of Vermont should be annulled ; that 
no judgments should be hereafter rendered against them for any 
state offences committed before the time above specified ; and 
that no civil suits should be hereafter maintained against them 
for trespasses perpetrated previous t.o the time aforesaid. The 
representation from Cumberland and Gloucester c.ounties in the 
Vermont Legislature was not increased in consequence of the 
consolidation. The only immediate effect of the proceeding in 
Eastern Vermont, was to beget a more kindly feeling towards 
the self-created state, in the minds of those who were almost 
ready to refuse any longer to yield allegiance to New York. 

• Slade's Vt. State Papel'l, pp. 126, 12'1. 
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Soon after the completion of the Eastern Union, as it was 
called, some of the inhnl,itants residing in that part of New 

York situated north of a line drawn west as far as Hudson river, 
in continuation of the northern boundary of Massachusetts, and 
between Hudson river and the western boundary of Vermont, 
who had asked to be admitted within the limits of Vermont, 
received an answer favorable to their petition. On the 16th of 
June representatives from ten towns took their places in the 
Assembly of Vermont, and the Western Union was declared a 
constituent portion of the state. During the few months that 
these Unions were considered as a part of Vermont, they were a 
source of continual trouble and expense. Happy was the hour, 
when on the 23d of February, 1782, the unfortunate connections 
were dissolved, and the revolted districts were left free to return 
to their right and natUral jurisdictions.* 

Another important act of the February session, was the sub
division of the counties of Cumberland and Bennington. Since 
March, 1778, the former on the east and the latter on the west 
side of the Green Mountains, had comprised within .their com· 
bined limits the whole state. On the 16th of February, Cumber
land was divided into three counties. To Windham county on 
the south were assigned limits which, with the exception of 
a few changes on the western line, are the same as at present. 
A similar qualification being made in respect to the western line 
of Windsor county, the same statement may be made with 
regard to its limits as then constituted, and as now preserved. 
Orange county comprised all the land lying between the north 
line of Windsor county and the forty-fifth parallel of north lati
tude, and extended from Connecticut river on the east to a line 
commencing at a point near Lake Memphramagog; fifty miles 
from the centre of the " deepest channel '' of Lake Champlain ; 
and running thence south to the north-east comer of the town of 
Worcester ; thence south on the east lines of the town of W orces
ter, Middlesex, and Berlin, to the south-east comer of the latter 
town; thence on a straight line to the north-west comer of Tun
bridge; thence on the west line of Tunbridge to the south-west cor
ner of that town, at which place it struck the north boundary of 
Windsor county. To attempt to describe accurately the alterations 
which were continually made in the county lines which stretched 

• Slade'• Vi State Papers, pp. 128-141, 169. Papen relating to Vt. Contro 
vmry, in oSiee Sec. State N.Y., p. 86. 

Digitized by Coogle 



HISTORY OF EAS'1'1i:lm VRBJ(O:NT. [1781. 

through the length of the state, now on the western, anon on 
the eastern slope of the Green Mountains, and sometimes on ita 
very ridge, would be to undertake a task as difficult as it would 
prove practically useless. As has been already remarked, the 
more mountainous portions of the state were for years unsettled, 
and for this reason a description of them would add no value to an 
historical narration. On account of the addition of the Eastern 
Union, Orange and Windsor counties were temporarily enlarged. 
By an act of the General Assembly, passed in April, 1781, all the 
lands within Vermont on the eastside of Connecticut river," lying 
and being opposite the county of Orange," were annexed to 
that county. With the county of Windsor was incorporated 
the new territory on the opposite side of the river, south of that 
which had been added to Orange county, and north of the north 
lines of' the towns ot Claremont, N ewporl, Unity and W endall. 
·The remaining district, situated to the south of these towns, was 
·erected into a county by the name of Washington. When in 
the beginning of the next year the Eastern Union was dissolved, 
the counties resumed the limits which had been assigned them 
previous to the consolidation.* 

During the whole of the war of the revolution, Vermont, 
-especially the eastern section, was. but rarely subjected to 
extended or disastrous incursions of the English or their Cana
·dian allies. Very often, however, scouting parties would 
-enter houses. under cover of night, either tor the purpose of 
plunder, or o( taking some American whose strenuous opposition 
to the King of Great Britain bad marked him as a dangerous per
son. Among those who had long been noted as zealous patriots, 
Gen. Jacob Bayley and Col. Thomas~ ohnson of Newbury were 
preeminent The former not only possessed great influence with 
his own countrymen, but was regarded by the neighboring 
Indians.as a father. Serving as quarter-master-general for the 
troops stationed at and about Newbury, he never failed to 
engage m any honorable enterprise which might serve to 
advance the interests. of the common cause. A large reward 
'Was offered by the British for his person. Many were the plans 

• Journal• General Aaaembly, Vt. Slade's Vt. State Papel'll, p. 41'1. 011 the 1 Mia 
of Febrnary, 1781, by au act of the Gen~ Assembly, Windham county wu divided 
lnto half..birea, called reepeetively W e&tminstel' and Marlborough, and the eourtl 
were held alternately in the lhire-towna of the same name. WindN>r county was 
constituted a shire by iteelt; and the town of Windsor wu the ehiJoe.toYD. In 
Orange county, the ehire-towne of Thetford and Norwich -w:~ ei~ted ~ the 
half .. hiree of the eame name. 
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arranged for his capture, and equally nillnerous were tl1e fail
ures of the attempts made to take him. Col. Johnson was also a 
man whose influence upon the circle in which he moved, was 
such as to excite the fears of the enemy. :By order of Gen. 
Lincoln, he, at the head of a volunteer compimy, had in Septem
ber, 1777, proceeded towards Ticonderoga for the purpose of 
diverting the attention of the enemy, while Colonel Brown was 
!3ngaged in .releasing the American prisoners at Lake George. 
Not only did he succeed in this undertaking, but in connection 
with others, assisted in recovering many important stations on 
Lake Champlain, in liberating more than one hundred Ameri~ 
cans, and in capturing two hundred and ninety-three of the 
enemy. Of these prisoners, a hundred had been placed in his 
charge. Instead of securing them near the Lake, he had 
marched them back into the country where they would not 
be liable to be retaken, and where provisions could be 11?-ore 
readily obtained. By this and other acts Col. Johnson had 
greatly troubled the British, who· now eagerly sought f()r an 
opportunity to make him their prisoner. He succeeded, how
ever, in eluding their vigilance until the spring of 1 '781, when 
he was taken in the following manner. 

Having contracted to erect a grist-mill in the town of Pea
cham, situated fifteen miles northwest of Newbury, Col. Johnson 
set out from the latter place on the 5th of March, 1 '781, taking 
with him two mill-stones. Owing to the lameness of his oxen, 
and a temporary illness with which he was affected, he was 
occupied three days in performing the journey. On reaching 
Peacham he stopped at the house of Deacon Jonathan Elkins. 
Being awakened on tl1e morning of the 8th, between twelve and 
one o'clock, he arose and fonnd the house surrounded by a 
party of th& British, consisting of eleven men including Capt. 
;Pritchard the commander. His first impulse was to draw on 
his stockings, clear the window, and rnn. But, before he could 
accomplish this object, the muzzles of two guns were brought 
in unpleasanf proximity to his person, and he was claimed by 
two men as their prisoner. Surrendering himself as such, and 
having promised to give his captors no trouble, he wa8 permit
ted to . tw~ompany the~ without being bound. Jonathan and 
:Moses Elkins, eons of the Deacon, and Jacob Page were also 
made captives, but by the intercession of Johnson, who dis
eovered. amcmg the British two " old acquaintances," Moses, who 
was feeble in body, was perinitted to retnrtl after he had pro:.. 

Digitized by Coogle 



406 HISTORY OF EA8'l1mN VERMONT. [1781. 

ceeded about eight miles. Taking in their course Lamoille 
river, Grand Isle, Point au Fer, and L' isle au N oix, the party 
reached St. John's on the 13th, after a journey of six days. 
Page was immediately sent on to Montreal, but of his after life, 
if he was permitted to live, nothing is known. 

Jonathan, then a youth, known afterwards as Col Elkins, was 
imprisoned at Quebec, and after enduring for eight months the 
most grievous privations, was sent to England with one hundred 
and fifty others. During the voyage the prisoners were distri
buted throughout the :fleet with which they sailed, and were 
obliged to do duty. On arriving at Plymouth, Elkins and his 
fellow-sufferers were confined in the old Mill prison, and there 
remained from the 9th of February, 1782, until the 24th of 
June following. During this period they were allowed only two
thirds the rations of common soldiers, and most of them were 
miserably clad. Having been informed of their condition, Dr. 
Franklin, who was then the A.nierican minister at France, sent 
to each prisoner, one shilling sterling per week, which gift was 
of great service in relieving the misery of their condition.* 
Referring to this noble act, and the good results which followed 
it, Col. Elkins wrote :- " There were among us forty captains 
of vessels, and many others who had some learning; and when 
we got our shilling a week from Dr. Franklin, it was proposed 
that we, who had no learning, should pay four coppers a week 
for schooling, and soon many schools were opened. Among the 
rest, I procured paper, pen and ink, and a slate, and paid my 
four coppers a week for tuition. By this means, many who 
could neither read nor write got so much learning, that they 
were capable of transacting business for themselves, and a num
ber of us learned the mariner's art, so as to be capable of navi
gating a ship." This confinement having been brought to an 
end by an exchange of the American prisoners for" the captured 
troops of Cornwallis, one thousand seven hundred and thirty
three of the former were put on board a cartel and sent back to 
the United States. Among this number was young Elkins, who 
afterwards returned to his home in Peacham. 

The treatment which Johnson received during his captivity, 
was far different from that experienced by his unfortunate friend, 
Elkins. He was regarded by the British as a man who might 

• 'l'hil ail'IIUJI!Itanoe ia mentioned in the "Kemoil'a of .Andrew Sherburne • in 
OCIIIJieotion with an acoount of the old Mill prison, pp. '18-96. 
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be of great service to them, provided he could be induced to re
nounce his allegiance to the United States. For the purpose 
of leading him to take this step, he was allowed many privi
leges not often granted to prisoners, and was treated with great 
urbanity and kindness. While at St. John's, he was allowed a 
camp parole, and was permitted to live with Capt. Sherwood, a 
gentleman noted for the humanity which he uniformly display
ed towards those whom the fortune of war placed in his power. 
Notwithstanding the attentions which he received, his quarters 
were often shifted from St. John's to Montreal, from Montreal to 
Chambly, and from Chambly to Three Rivers. At each of 
these places, he was inten·ogated by different officers as to the 
"views and feelings of the inhabitants of the 'Grants,'" and 
as to his own opinions of the prospects of the colonies. Carethl 
and guarded in his answers, he spoke with apparent careless
ness of the American cause, but never divulged anything which 
would be of advantage to the enemy or detrimental to his friends. 
He afterwards ascertained that his answers were noted by 
those with whom he conversed, and sent to the commander for 
comparison and inspection. 

On one occasion, a young officer, in whose charge he had 
been placed, had been drinking too freely, and had left a letter 
exposed, which Johnson took the liberty to peruse. It was from 
a person high in command, and expressed a hope that the young 
officer was possessed of "too much sense and intelligence to be 
imposed upon by the prisoner." Knowing from this, and other 
circumstances, that his words, as well as actions, were the snb
ject of critical examination, Johnson resolved to affect an in
difference towards the American cause, trusting that the result 
would prove personally beneficial. In this he was not disap
pointed. Having been detained a prisoner for seven months, 
he was finally released on parole, on the 5th of October, having 
first signed an instrument in. which he pledged his " faith and 
word of honor" to Gen. Haldimand that he would " not do or 
say any thing contrary to his Majesty's interest or government;" 
and that, whenever required so to do, he would repair to what
ever place should be designated by proper authority, and would 
there remain until legally exchanged. After his return to his 
famil,y at N ewbnry, he would, now and then, receive letters from 
his friends in Canada, but was never ordered to change his resi
dence or to surrender his parole. He freely communicated his 
views to Gen. Washington in regard to the negotiations which, 
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for a time, were carried on between the British in Oaoada .aad 
the principal men in Vermont, and although mistaken in his 
.oonclu.sions that the state was to become a British provin~ 
proved himself a true patriot by the jealousy with which he _. 
garded an intercourse which, to all but those eoncwaed in it 
wore the aspect of contemplated, if not of incipient, or nea.rly 
.consummated treason. His unpleasant connection with the 
enemy continued in force by virtue of the agreemeut he had 
.signed, until the 20th of January, 1783, when the treaty of peace 
~elea.sed him from his parole of honor, at tbe same t.i.me that it 
gave independence to the United State&.* 

On the 16th of March, a few days after the captnre of JoJm.. 
eon and his friends, another alatm was experienced at Now· 
bury, the cause and character of whieh are not knoWL It WM 

aufticient, however, to excite the apprehensions of Gen. Bayley, 
who immediately ordered the militia from the adjacent towua 
ro march to the place threatened by invasion. The only re-
cords of the affair which are known to exist are the pay-rolls. 
From these it appears that eighteen men from Westminster, 
belonging to the companies of Capts. Jesse Burk and .Michael 
Gilson, but commanded by the former, "marched in the alann" 
at N ewbnry, fifteen miliMl towards that place and returned, hav· 
ing been for three days in service ; that Capt. John Mercy of 
Windsor, led twenty-eight of his townsmen twenty-one miles on 
the same errand and then returned, after an absence of three 
days; and that a company of nineteen men, headed by the 
fiercely-named Samuel Stow Savage, performed a journey simi
lar in all respects to the last, and brought his gallant folloW81'8 
in safety to their homes. t 

The necessity of establishing the intemal govemment of V ~ 
mont on a firm basis had been deeply felt nt the February ses
sion of the General.Asaembly. In order to secure, in part, this 
desired result, the times and pla~es for holding the county 
elections had been selected and ratified by legislative enact
ment, and notified to the most important towns. At this time 
there resided in Windham county a. number of gentlemen of 
ability, who, previous to the year 1775, had been connected 
either as judges, lawyers, or in some subordinate capacity, with 
the establiahed court& When the power of the King had peen 

• Powen's Coos Country, pp. 198-21&. Thompeon'• Vt., Pan m p. 18'1. 
f MS. MUBter-RoU., eto. 
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doolared a nnllity, these gentlemen still retaining their loyal 
feelings, had :retired from the 8'1l+tlggle which ensued, and during 
the six years that f<'llO"'tV!ed had, f!rom their seclusion, obsel'\'00 
"With interest the changes 1Vhich day by day gave ·a new &spoot 
to the poJltical aft'alrs not only of their immediate neighbor
heod, but of the 'Wbole United States. The time had now come 
when theere m~n must -decide between " the King and the Con
. gress," 18 dtt 'Phrase of the tirues was. Aware that their men
tal lihittmetlts would give them a place in the new govern
ment, tmd 'Viewing the oondition of royalty as doubtful and 
desperate, they declared their willingness to embrace the cause 
of A..meM, and avo~ their allegiance to the state of V er
'JD'<mt. At the eleot.rons 'Which 'Were held on the '27th of March, 
sevt!l'al of lh~ gentlemen 'were elected to the highest and most 
importaBt 'Offices of the county. When the result was made 
known, great indignation was felt by those who from the begin
ning had resisted the encroachments of Great Britain, and who 
now beheld tnen 'Who had for years remained neutral raised to 
office, and placed in positions which were justly due to those 
who bad tmft'ered in, 'and sustained the now triumphing cause. 

Among the people of Rockingham this feeling of dissatisfac
tion '9f88 ~arrlfested in tenns most significant. Many of the 
inbabitanta of that town had been at Westminster on the night 
of the memorable "massacre," or on the day succeeding that 
event, and had there become penetrated with aversion to any
thing which bore the insignium of the Crown, and to any per-. 
son who deri:ted authority from it. Although illiterate men, 
yet they could not acknowledge that to be justice which should 
grant favors to him who but yesterday had sworn allegiance to 
America, while it neglected the brave soldier who six years ago 
had takett his place with eagemess and enthusiasm, among the 
h.an4ftd Whc;m King George denounced as rebels. Influenced 
by tbeae feelings, they drew up a petition on the 9th of April, 
addressed to Governor Chittenden and to the Council of the 
state, remonstrating a~ the election to office of the " friends 
to :JIIinbillerW Tirrany and Usurpation," who until within a few 
days had belen the " a Vowed Enemies to all authority save that 
Deft~ tram the Cro-wn of Great Britton," and the" known 
Enemi~ fl& thm and the United States ot America." "lf there 
is ptoof' wanted of this," they continued, "we will bring in thetr 
being active in and accessory to the shedding the first Blood 
that was shed in America to support Brittanic Government, at 
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the Horrid and Never to be for Got Massacre Committed at 
Westminster Cortt House on the Night of the 18th of :March, 
1775." They further declared that they could perceive no dif
ference " between being balled to Great Britton for Tryal or 
being Tryed by these Tools amongst our Selves," and asked for 
a new election, or for the retention of the commissions of Noah 
Sabin Jr., as judge of probate; of John Bridgman, Luke 
Knowlton, and Benjamin Burt, as judges of the county court; 
of Oliver Lovell and Elias Olcott as justices of the peace; and 
of Jonathan Hunt; as high sheriff, in order that the petitioners 
might have an opportunity " to Enter a proper Impeachment 
and prove that Said persons are Not onely Disqnallefied for hold
ing any public Station By their own bad Conduct but Cannott 
be freemen of the State of Vermont by the Constitution thereo£" 
To this paper were appended about fifty signatures written in 
scrawls, as ragged as the composition of the document Will 

unique. 
On the 12th of April, and before the presentation of the 

Rockingham petition, a remonstrance similar in import, signed 
by Leonard Spaulding and a number of the inhabitants of Dum
merston and the neighboring towns, was brought before the 
Council for immediate consideration. The request contained in 
this instrument was answered in part, and the commissions of 
Noah Sabin Jr., as judge of probate, and of Samuel Knight, as 
a justice of the peace, were withheld for the present. The Bock-

. ingham petition was considered on the 16th of April, but the 
Council refused to accede to the wishes of the petitionen and 
the subject was dismissed. At the fall session of the Legislature 
in the same year, the case of Sabin and Knight was reviewed, 
and their election was confirmed on the 25th of October by 
regularly executed commissions. Although there was still a 
lingering suspicion in the minds of many as to the patriotism of 
several of the county officers, yet their conduct was without 
fault, and their duties were performed agreeable to the wishes 
of the most loyal supporters of the American cause.* 

In enforcing the laws of the state, the courts sometimes expe
rienced difficulties by reason of the nature of the offences which 
they were required to notice. By a statute passed in February, 
1779, it had been enacted that whoever should defame "any 
court of justice, or the sentence or proceedings of the same; or 

• MS. RemollltraDee, Co11Dcil Record-, &o. 
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any of the magistrates, judges, or justices of any such court, in 
respect of any act or sentence therein passed," should, on con
viction, be punished by fine, imprisonment, disfranchisement, or 
banishment at the discretion of the court. Wholly disregarding 
this law and its denunciations, Nathaniel Bennet of Tomlinson, 
now Grafton, "did, on or about" the 1st of August, while at 
Athens, " utter and publish these false and defamatory words " 
in relation to Seth Oaks, a justice of the peace:-" He has 
given a damned judgment against me, and he has pelj ured 
himself; and deserves to be whipped damnably." Complaint 
having .been made against him by Stephen R. Bradley, the 
attorney for the state, he was arrested on an order from the 
Superior court, and was brought beforl\ that body on the 
6th of September, while in session at Westminster. Owing 
to an apparent reluctance, as it would seem, to try the pri
soner at that time, he was admitted to bail, and the cause 
was put over until the session in January, 1782. It was then 
carried forward to the J nne term, on which occasion it was 
again postponed. The defendant was subsequently ordered 
to appear at the session in February, 1783, but failing to be 
present he forfeited his bail bond. No further proceedings 
were taken in the matter.* 

As has been already observed, the easy access to the settle
ments, afforded by the unprotected condition of the frontiers, 
was the cause of continual alarms to the northern towns. The 
anticipation of an iiTnption from Canada, or of an attack of 
some natnre, induced Capt. John Benjamin, the commandant of 
the fort at Bethel, to seek 888istance from the neighboring 
militia, early in August, 1781. 

In obedience to this application, Capt. Bartholomew Durkee, 
on the lOth of that month, and at the head of twenty-five of the 
stout men of Pomfret, marched to his aid, and was joined by 
Capt. Elkanah Sprague with five men from Hartford. The 
readiness of the soldiers to fight seems, however, to have been 
the only method by which they were permitted to evince their 
bravery on this occasion. The sole record of the expedition 
which remains, is that which preserves the names of the militia, 
the number of miles they travelled and the days they were ab
sent on service. Bot the fortunate issue of this alarm was coun
terbalanced by an event which happened in the following month. 
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During the ·summer, Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell was "Stationed 
with his company at Peacham. The " Hazen .Road" as it was 
called, which had been commenced by Gen. Bayley, in 17'1'~, 
and completed by Gen. Hazen in 1119, began at Peacham and 
extended through the present towns of Cabot, Walden, Hard
wick, Greensborough, Craftsbury, Albany, and Lowell. Up this 
road, Lovewell sent a scout of fonr men, during the month of 
September, for the purpose of ascertaining the locality of the 
enemy. While on ·the route, they were ambushed and fired 
upon by the Indians. Two of the party were killed and scalp
ed, the other two were captured ; and on the tenth day after they 
left Peacham, were prisoners in Qnebec with Colonel Elkins, who 
had been carried away in the preceding spring. This was the 
last of the depredations by which the inhabitants of the eastern 
settlements were disturbed during the year.* . 

Although the frequent inc'ursions of the Indians and Tories 
had kept the people on both sides of the Green :Mountains in a 
state of perpetual alarm, yet the Canada negotiations and the 
delays in Congress in the adjustment of the jurisdictional rights 
of the different claimants to the " Grants," were the cause of 
anticipations more gloomy than the sad realities of the present 
hour. Among the majority of the inhabitants, so little was 
known concerning the relations existing between the govern
ment of Vermont and the British, that the inost extravagant 
surmises were promulged by those who, in other matters, were 
esteemed for their prudence. Stories which, at any other time, 
would have been discredited without hesitation, were repeated 
with additions and exaggeration, and received as the truth. 
Whatever ~ay. have been the opinion of Washington and his 
advisers as to the course pursued by the leading men in V er
mont during this period of doubt and danger, there is now no 
question that the secrecy with which the negotiations with the 
enemy were conducted, notwithstanding the evil reports which 
were caused thereby, was the safest method which could have 
been adopted. Vermont-claimed by New Y ork1 regarded with 
hatred and fear by New Hampshire, suspected of treason by 
Congress, and eagerly watched by Canada,-held a situation so 
peculiarly delicate, that one false step might have destroyed 
all the plans of her protectors, and rendered vain her hopes of 
existence as a separate and independent state. In the minds of 

• MS. Muster Roll11. Thompeon's Vt., Part lll p. 13'1. 
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many, the distrust evil:lced towards CongreM. w:as. fBI' greq.Wr 
than the fear of subjection to British dominion. To such an ex
tent did this distrust preyail, that not a fe:w among thoae who 
represented Vermont in her own Legislature, regarded with evi
dent satisfaction the idea of becoming allegiant to the Cro~. 
From the language held by men who, although violent ill their 
expressions, were still th~ e~mmtsof the. views of. a lp.rge class 
o~ the community in which they resided, amore definite idea 
may be gained of the ideas which, at this time, prevailed. 

In a cpnversation which took place at Brattleborough, during 
tl,l~ month of May, between Col. Samuel Wells, who had been 
one of the royal judges in Cumberland county, for many years 
~adherent to New York, and afterwards a representative in 
the Assembly of Vermont-in a conversation which took place 
between hiip. and Elijah Prouty, the latter havingQbserve<l that 
~ his opinion, " the state would not stand a. state," Wells re
plied, that he w.as. mistaken, that Vermont would continue a 
~- beca:nse it was established a. state by the King of Great 
J;Jritain, and further declared, that in case the United States 
~ould levy war against it, it" could be supported by 10,000 or 
ll),OOO troops out.of Canada." Similar to this, was the a.&~ertion 
of Capt. Oliver Cooke who, in the month of July, assured a 
friend, that Vermont was a state, and that he could "in less 
~ twenty-four hours" show. that it had been " established by 
tP.~ King of Great Britain." The language of John Bridgman, 
o}.· V emon, a judge of the quarter sessions, and a member of 
~e state Assembly, when conversing in reJJLtion to the powers 
o~ Qongr~ was .violent in the extreme. " Congress has. no 
buainess" to interfere with the pr~nt union of Vermont and 
New Hamplihire, said he, to that renow;ned Yorker, Tjmothy 
Qhurch of. Brattleborough, as. they chanced to meet on a No
vember's day, at Matthew Martin's mill. Chm·ch expressed- a 
contrary opinion. The:reupon, Bridgman replied : " Damn the 
Congress. Curse the Congress 1. Haven't we waited long enough 
on them W A pox on them. I wish they would come to the mill 
now ; I wq~d put them between tOOse mill-stones or under the 
WJ'ter-wh~. They h~ve sold us like a cursed old horse. They 
have. no b~~~,wjth our affairs. We know no such body of 
:own!" 

So fearlessly were opinions expressed respecting the condition 
of the state, that Edward Smith declared openly, at the public 
house of Josiah Arms, in Brattleborough, that "as long as the 
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King and Plll'liament of Great Britain approved of, ~d would 
maintain the state of "Vermont, he was determined to drive it, 
and so were its leaders." Verbal reports of these, and similar 
declarations, were borne to Governor Clinton, who regarded 
them as proofs of a treasonable conspiracy with the enemy. In 
order to obtain the exact truth, he wrote on the 3d of'January, 
1782, to Capt. Timothy Church and his wife, Lieut. Jonathan 
Church, Elijah Prouty, Benjamin Baker, Israel Field, and Jo
seph Dater, in whose presence these sentiments had been utter
ed. " As I am informed," said he, "that you are acquainted 
with facts that tend to prove that the leaders of the usnrped 
government of Vermont are in league with the common enemy, 
I have therefore to request, that you will appear before a civil 
magistrate, authorized to take the same, and make affidavit of 
all such matters as shall have come to your knowledge, respect
ing the same, in order that they may be transmitted to me. The 
good opinion I have of your patriotism, forbids my using any 
arguments to induce you to a compliance with a measure in 
which the safety and general' interest of America is obviously 
and eBSentially concerned." In conformity with this request, 
those who had heard the remarks before narrated, committed 
the facts to writing in the form of affidavits, and sent them to 
Governor Clinton.* 

Although the New York adherents experienced great diffi
culty in upholding the government to which they owed alle
giance, yet they did not hesitate to expreBS their views on the 
subject whenever an opportunity was offered. On the 5th of 
November, 1781, Seth Smith, Elijah Prouty, Daniel Shepardson, 
and Hezekiah Stowell informed Governor Clinton, by letter, 
of their disapprobation of the "present basis of government" 
as established in V ermoot, and of the threatenings with which 
they had been menaced by the people of that state. They fur
ther declared, that "vast numbers'' still held to the state of New 
York and to the authority of CongreBS, but were constrained to 
suppreBS their sentiments from regard to personal safety. In 
proof of these statements, they referred the Governor to Lieut. 
Israel Smith, the bearer of the letter. The nature of this cor
respondence having become known, Seth Smith, who was re
garded by the Vermonters as a dangerous person, and who 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol :.:v. doc. 4286. MS. Deposi
tione. 
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had also been ·charged with being engaged in some riotous pro
c~edings, was iD.dicted in December, 1781, before the court in 
Windham county for " conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and pn blic rebellion" against the state of Vermont, 
and for " attempting the alteration and subversion" of its 
"frame of government by endeavoring the betraying the same 
into the hands of a foreign power." 

Aroused, no doubt, by this exercise of power, and aware that 
the agreement they had made to sustain the jurisdiction of V-er
mont at the time of the addition of the Eastern Union, had tended 
but little to increase their personal or political safety, the inha
bitants of Guilford, on the 8th of January, 1782, drew up an 
address to the Governor and Legislature of New York and to 
the " American Continental Congress." In this paper they ex
:;>ressed regret that they had been compelled by circumstances 
to unite with Vermont. In defence of their conduct, they 
argued from " the eternal and irresistible laws of self-preserva
tion, which are ever prior to all social laws, or the laws of a par
ticular society, state, or commonwealth," that when a body of 
men were oppressed, and the state to which they owed alle
giance could not assist them, it was "forever justifiable for that 
oppressed people to procure their own redress and relief by 
terms of composition with their oppressors," as favorable as 
could be obtained. They then referred to the inconveniences 
to which they had been subjected in early years by the " tyran
nic administration of the Crown ;" to the persecutions they had 
endured on account of their allegiance to New York; and to 
the consequences which would ensue, should Congress cut offthe 
Eastern and Western Unions and establish Vermont as an inde
pendent state. Without these wings, " Vermont," said they, 
" if :filled up in its utmost extension," would never be able to 
maintain inhabitant-a enough to support the " charges, honor, 
power and dignity of an inland state ;" or to build such defences 
at the north as are needed; or to man, victual, and support 
them, in case they should be erected. Should the dissolution of 
the Unions follow, and should Vermont be recognized by Con
gress as the fourteenth state, they declared that the result to them 
would be but little short of a natural death. Accompanying this 
address was a communication, dated the lOth of January, from 
Daniel Shepardson, Henry Hunt, Capt. Asa Rice, Capt. Daniel 
Wilkins, Newhall Earll, and Lieut. David Goodenough, aasert
ing that almost all the V ermouters in Guilford, and many in the 
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adjacent towns, had· lately "·turned against Y ermont." and· were 
desirous . of owning the jurisdiction. of New Y vrk-and mbmitting 
to the decisions of Congress. 

To excite, if possible,. an additional iuterest in tfieir-situation, 
the New York party in the township& of Guilford and. Brattle
borough, drew up ~ '' Representa.t.i.on " as it W!&8 called, o£ their 
situation, and committed it to Seth. Smith their· agent, with: 
orders to present it to the Legislature· of. New· York; and to the 
Congress of the United States. In this doo.nment; which waa· 
®mposed with mueh care and appartW..t trutbfulne;.Smith, as: 
representant, declared that a " very· great majority." of the 
inhabitants of Brattleborough and Guilford, au.d:"·at leut flu.oee.. 
fourths" of the people living within the "ue~ed jurisdictiOR. 
of Vermont, on the east side of the Green :Y:ountaina,and weet
side of Connecti.cu~ liver;" were desiro118 of retunag to tAw 
" rightf\ll jurisdi~tion of the-state of N e:w York," from, which by
the violent measwea of the new state government, and the 
want of necessary·protection.and assistance-from CongretJJ and 
New York, they had "much against their incHnati001, been 
obliged to appear to. depart;" that the OOW!li:- which he repre
sented, and a. majority of the iQhQ.bita.nta, of the~ New· Hamp
shire. Grants, were, as he believed, :firmly·determin.ed to oppose 
by arms the " usurped jurisdiction of V ennont ;" and that there 
was full e:vidence of the disatfection of '' the leaders: &lld abet
tors in the $3&\UD.ed government of V ennont~'towarda.the Unit
ed States, and of a. "league of ~mity ~' between· them.aztd .the 
enemy in Canada.. In support of theJast:statement,.he aDaded 
to the fact that V ennont coDllllisBioners .. had,held fmqnentint~ 
views with cQmmissioners from Cauda; both· in. the .J.atbn- pro
vince and on. the "Grants;'·''that the·le&dirtg men-in Vermont 
had established a neutrality with Canada, publicly disavowed 
the authority of Congress, and aut.horized the transmission into 
Canada. of prisoners belo11ging ~Gen. Burgoyne's army, without 
receiving any in e~ch~Wge ; that the·" s~unch whigs and those 
well a.fl'ected to the true intereets.of the,United.State&" were 
exce$dingly alann.ed at tJ:Us fi'ieu.dly intereoJUBQ.· which they 
could not prevent unlees by fOrce: of: anna, siu.ce,-as supporters 
of New York, they were not eligible to office under Vermont; 
and that the '4 ill-gotten powera" of the· suppolltera of· the new 
stat.e " were wantonly and arbitrarily " exercised, to. the " ineon.· 
C$ivable opprellllion of the best friends :Of ·the. .A.meliean. Clll8e " 

in t:.het pQrtion: of the nation. 
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. In addition to these charges, he stated that the Vermonters 
had committed many acts of violence, under color of law, 
against the well-affected subjects of the state of New York; 
that they had proceeded so far against him, as to cause him to 
be charged-in an indicb.nent for high treason against "their 
888umed government "-with an attempt to introduce a "fo
·reign power'' into Vermont, meaning undoubtedly by these 
words the government of New York and the authority of Con
gress ; that they had "debauched" into a union with them
selves, portions of New York and New Hampshire; that, 
although exempt from the " common burthens of the American 
war," they still exercised an "exorbitant power in taxation and 
arbitrary drafts, to support their U8ll:rpations against two of the 
IJtates in the American confederacy;" and that this latter proceed
ing was intolerably grievo1l8 to the great body of the true friends 
of America, who were compelled to endure, since they were not 
able to resist. To support these declarations, the representant 
offered to adduce the "most regular and conclusive proofs," pro
vided he and his friends should be protected while collecting 
the evidence. He also suggested the propriety of sending con
gnaional commissioners to make inquiries and return a full 
report, and added his assurance that they would be upheld and 
respected by the majority of the people. In conclusion, he 
gave aa his finn opinion " that unless Congress seasonably and 
Tigorously interpose, the well-affected to the state of New 
York and the United States will fly to arms in opposition to 
the usurpation of Vermont.'' 

On reaching Poughkeepsie, Smith waited on Gov. Clinton, 
apprised him of his business, and bespoke his assistance. Clin
ton, at once, approved of the undertaking in which Smith was 
engaged, and on the 21st of January presented him with a let
ter of introdu.ction to William Floyd, one of the delegates from 
New York in Congress. In this communication, Clinton recited 
in brief the information which Smith designed to communicate, 
and desired Floyd to aid that gentleman in fulfilling his com
mission. " You will be able, I presume, from the temper of 
Congrees," wrote he, " immediately to determine what effect 
Mr. Smith's representation is likely to have, and if it should not 
appear probable that any measures will be taken in conse
quence of it, I wish he may not be detained in Philadelphia a 
lingle hour longer than is necessary for yon to prepare your dis
patches." Agreeable to this request, the representation was 

27 
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laid before Congress on the 28th of January, and was referred 
with other paper8 to a special committee. Without waiting to 
see the issue, Smith returned home. On he 19th of February 
the first report was made on the subject, and was rEH:ommitted. 
On the presentation of their second report by the grand commit
tee, on the 1st of March, nearly the whole day was spent in the 
discussion of the V ennont question, and of the conduct of the 
inhabitants of that state in admitting the Eastern and Western 
Unions within their jurisdictional limits. The result of these 
proceedings was the passage of a number of resolves declaring 
the boundaries of the New Hampshire Grants to be henceforth, 
as they were understood to have been, previously to the admis
sion of the territory comprised within the acknowledged limits 
of New York and New Hampshire. Although these resolves 
were to a certain extent due to the statements of Smith, yet the 
main object of his misSion was not accomplished, since no direct 
measures were taken to secure those whom he represented the 
rights which they claimed as citizens of New York. 

On his way home, Smith left with Governor Clinton a copy of 
the representation which he had brought before Congress, and n 
petition, dated February 11th, addressed to the Legislature of • New York. In the latter document, he stated that he had been 
authorized by his constituents to apply both to Congress and to 
the New York Legislature" for their respective interposition on 
the subject matter of his representation;" that the well-affected 
on the "Grants" would cheerfully render obedience to New 
York, provided they could be protected ; that by the laws of 
Vermont they were deprived of civil and military power; and 
that they were determined to resort to "the natural means of 
defence by anns," unless interposition should be made in their 
behalf. In view of these difficulties he prayed the Legislature 
to employ "seasonable and vigorous" measures, and thus free 
his constituents from the necessity of repelling force by force, a 
step which "by the rights of mankind" they wonld be justified 

· in taking. The Legislature were to have met on the lOth of 
February, but at that time and for several days following there 
was not a quorum present. As soon as a sufficient number had 
congregated, the petition and representation were t·ead in the 
Assembly, and, on the 23d of February, were referred to a joint 
committee of the Senate and Assembly" on the papers relative 
to the New Hampshire Grants," consisting of Messl'll. Hathorn, 
Tompkins, De Witt, L'Hommedieu, and Adgate, from the latter 
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body. When, on the 26th, the documents were presented to the 
Senate, they were disposed of in a similar manner, Messrs. 
Oothoudt, Whiting, and Ward being the members of the joint 
committee to whom they were referred. 

As in Congress, so in the New York Legislature, no direct 
results followed this effort made by the constituents of Smith to 
obtain justice for themselves and protection from the people of 
Vermont. The attention of both of these bodies was too much 
engaged in investigating the reports which were daily pouring 
in upon them, of a treasonable correspondence between V er
mont and Canada, to allow of an examination of the incon
veniences of which the Guilfordites and their colleagues com
plained. But the declarations which were made were not 
entirely lost. Their influence was discernible in the course 
which New York, at a later period, determined to adopt in 
establishing government in the late county of Cumberland. 
Soon after his return home, Smith presentee! a petition to the 
General Assembly of Vermont, praying to be releaaed from the 
charge of treason which had been brought ~t him. The 
request was referred to a committee, who :reported favorably 
thereon, and by an act of the Assembly, p88Sed on the 23d of 
February, he was discharged from the indictment 'f for conspir
ing and attempting an invasion, insurrection and public rebel
lion " against the state, on condition that he should appear at 
the court in Windham county and answer to other charges 
which might be brought against him, and take the oath of alle
giance to Vermont. The disappointment which he had expe· 
rienced at Congress, was undoubtedly the cause of his applica
tion to the General Assembly. It does not appear, however, 
that he accepted the propoeals which were offered him, and, 
judging from the conditions on which they were based, it is 
probable they were rejected.* 

As soon as Vermont by her own act had dissolved all connec
tion with the Eastern and Western Unions, many of the residents 
in several of the towns of the former county of Cumberland, again 
declared themselves citizens of New York. At a town meeting 
held at Brattleborough, on the 12th of March, the people assem
bled and declared by vote, that in their opinion a treaty had been 

• George Clinton Papel'S, in oftioe Sec. State N. Y., vol :Dv. doc. 4-129: vol 
n., doee. 4801, 4884, 4852. Journals of Am. Cong., Feb. 19th, March let, 1782. 
Vt. Council Recorda. Journal Gen. Al!8. Vt., Feb. 1782. Journals Aa N.Y. 
Vario1l8 .MSS. 
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"entered into with the enemy;" that the inhabitants of the New 
Hampshire Grants justly owed their allegiance to New York ; 
that it was their own duty "to withdraw all allegiance or obe
dience to the state or authority of Vermont;" and that in caee a 
sufficient number of the inhabitants of the other towns in the 
county should adopt similar sentiments, they would petition the 
Governor of New York to appoint civil and military officers 
for their guidance, and to establish a civil government under the 
authority of that state. On the 18th, a similar meeting was held 
at Guilford, and was followed by the same results. The inhabit
ants of Halifax assembled on the 14th, for the purpQ&e of con
sulting upon the qu88tion of their connection with New York, 
and arrived at conclusions of a like nature. 

On the 90th, a convention of the committees of the t:.bNe 
towns above named met at Brattleborough, fur the purpoee of 
conoerting such measures as the peculiar situation of the county 
demanded. Elijah Prouty of Brattleborough was chosen mod~ 
rator of the meeting. Samuel Avery,. as agent, waa directed to 
repair to the Legislature of New York, and lay before them "a 
just and true state" of the "oppressions and grievanoes" to 
which their constituency on the "Grants" were subjected. 
Certain persons were also appointed to write to those towns 
which were not then represented, for the purpose of eliciting 
their sentiments respecting the conrse which had been adopted 
by the convention. In regard to Hinsdale, Newfane, Putney, 
Westminster, Rockingham, and W eatherefield, the convention 
declared their opinion that, if those towns had been allowed 
proper time and sufficient notice, they would h&Te agreed to 
and sanctioned the objects and actions of the meeting. In the 
instructions which were afterwards given tp Avery, he was 
directed to deliver the papers which shoold be entrusted to him 
to the Legislature of New York, and pray for their " advice and 
aesistance ; " to endeavor to inftuence them to establiah actual 
civil government on the " Gr&nts," "with suftloient authority 
and force to carry it into execution;" and, if he shonld receive 
encouragement, to proceed to Oongress, and lay the whole Sllb
ject before the members of that body.• 

These measures contributed, in a certain degree, to infiuence 
the conduct of those to whom personal appeals were made, but 
they brought no immediate redress of the evils complained of. 

• MS. Minutes of meetings held at Brattleborough, Guilford. and Halifu. 
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The return of the inhabitants in theW estern Union to their alle
giance, and the question of land titles on the New Hampshire 
Grants, were now occupying the attention of the New York 
Legislature, and the prayers of the few were unheard among the 
applications, petitions, and remonstrances of the many. 

Although the Yorkers in the townships of Brattleborougb, 
Guilford, and Halifax received but little encouragement from 
the government whose authority they aclmowl'edged, yet they 
did not cease, by addresses and agent&, to importune the Legis
lature of New York for assistance. However men may dis3gree 
as to the merits of their canse, no one can deny to them a per
aeverance of itself almost worthy of a successful issue. On the 
26th of April, a remonstrance in behalf of these towns was pre
pared by Charlee Phelps of Marlborough. He and his sons 
were violent opponents of the Vermont jurisdiction, and subse
quently became active leaders in the New York party. A 
treasonable correspondence between the principal men in V er
mont and the British in Canada was boldly asserted in this 
document, and the former were charged with an agreement to 
:raise a force to be employed under British pay for " the destruc
tion of the liege subjects" of the United States. Complaint 
was made at the same time, becanse of ,the taxes which the 
friends of New York were compelled to pay towards the support 
of a government whose authority they denied. The incon
veniences and suffering ensuing therefrom were also set forth in 
the plainest terms. These statements were accompanied by a 
request that one regiment or more might be raised and officered 
in the county of Cumberland, under the pay and authority of 
New York; that probate judges, justices, coroners, and "all 
other civil officen" might be commissioned, for the "good regu
lation" and "compleat protection " of the people ; that J ndge 
Richard Morris might be exhorted to visit the county, for the 
p1Up088 of encouraging the loyal, and dishearten1ng their 
opponenta ; and that the worst criminals might be carried to 
A.lDally or PoughkeepSie. In closing, the committee, in whose 
DUlle the remonstrance was drawn, expressed a desire that 
Governor 'Clinton should send his answer "in writing, and no 

· more by word of mouth,'' in order that the people might see his 
declarations in his "own hand."* 

At a ccmvention of the committees of these three most faith: 

• G--se CDildoo Papen. ia oelee S.C. Stllte :N. Y., YoL liT., doo. .W81. 
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ful towns, held on the 30th of April, the remonstrance was ac
cepted as the expression of the people, and Daniel Shepardson 
was appointed to carry it to Poughkeepsie, and endeavor to ob
tain a favorable response. He was also entrusted with a list of 
the names of those best qualified to fill civil and military offices, 
and was directed to submit it to the New York Council of Ap
pointment for their guidance in selecting officials for the county. 
In the execution of his commi88ion, Mr. Shepardson repaired to 
Poughkeepsie,· and received from Governor Clinton a reply to 
the remonstrance. In this communication, dated the 6th of :May, 
the Governor assured the associated committees, that, as soon as 
the Council of Appointment could be convened, he should use 
his "best endeavors" to obtain commissions f6r "the requisite 
civil and military officers." He then referred to the act of 
Congress of the 24th of September, 1779, which expressly 
declared it to be the dnty of the inhabitants on the "Granta" 
owing allegiance to Vermont, to abstain from exercising 
any power over those who were subjects of New York and 'fric6 
versd. In view of the conduct of New York and of the rights 
guaranteed by this enactment, he observed : "This state has, 
during the whole of the time since the controversy was submit
ted to Congress, hitherto strictly observed this recommendation 
of Congress ; and should any person under pretence of author
ity from the assumed government attempt to enforce their 
laws, you will perceive that resistance by force is, in every point 
of view, justifiable, and the faith and honor of Congrese is pledg
ed for your supp01-t." In regard to the suspicions which were 
afloat as to the course which Vermont was pursuing with the 
British in Canada, he declared that there was the fullest evi
dence of a "' criminal and dangerous intercourse" between them, 
and presented this fact as an additional reason why the friends 
of Ameri~a should " interest themselves in prevailing with their 
fellow citizens to return to their allegiance, and by that means 
disappoint the views of a combination who from motives of self
interest and ambition would enter into a league with the enemy, 
and sacrifice the liberties of their country." He stated, more
over, that in case persuasive measures should prove 'ineffectual 
in the re-establishment of peace, and Congrese should delay or 
wholly decline to decide the question of jurisdiction, no alterna

. tive would be left toN ew York. Necessity, he declared, would 
then force the adoption of "compulsory means"' to maintain the 
rights and enforce the authority so essential to the future peace 
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and security of the state. With this letter were sent the two 
late acts of the Legislature, one of which had been passed for 
the purpose of extending pardon to those who had been the sup
porters of the W estE!rn Union, and to all others who should return 
to their allegiance ; and the other for confirming grantees in the 
titles by which they held their lands.* 

Hardly had the contents of this letter transpired, when an op
portunity was offered for those who should choose so to do, to 
attest their adherence to the government of New York. By an 
act of the Legislature of Vermont, passed a few months previous 
at the February session, orders had been issued for raising "three 
hundred able-bodied, effective men, for the ensuing campaign." 
In case any town should refuse to raise their quota of men, power 
was given to the selectmen to hire the required number, and 
to issue their warrant to the sheriff of the county, directing him 
to levy on " so much of the goods and chattels, or estate" of 
the inhabitants as should be necessary both to pay the wages of 
those who should be hired, and to satisfy all the necessary 
charges which might arise. The friends and supporters of the 
government of New York, who, until the year 1780, had com
posed a large portion of the population of the towns in the south
eastern part of Vermont, had been gradually decreasing in 
power and numbers. At this period, a majority of the inhabit
ants of Guilford, a minority of the inhabitants of BratUebo
rough and Halifax, the family of Charles Phelps in .Marlbo
rough, and here and there an individual in Westminster, Rock
ingham, Springfield, and a few other towns, represented their 
full strength. Although in town elections they were sometimes 
placed in nomination against citizens of Vermont, yet the lat
ter were, with rare exceptions, successful in obtailling office on 
those occasions. 

Guilford had been for several years, and was at this time, the 
most populous town in the state. This was not owing to any 
superior natural advantages, either as to situation or soil, but to 
the greater liberty which its citizens enjoyed. On the 19th of 
May, 1772, the inhabitants, at a district meeting, had refused 
longer to be bound by the terms of the charter they had 
received from New Hampshire; had declared by v9te, that 
Guilford was in the county of Cumberland, and province of 

• Doc. Hiat. N.Y., iv. lOlQ-1012. Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp.l'I'B-1'1'6. Pa
pen relRting to Vt. Controveny, in office Sec. StRte N. Y., p. 46. 
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New York ; and had chosen town officers agreeable to the laws 
of that province. "Having renounced their charter," observes 
Thompson, "and there being no government which really 
exercised authority over them, they continued to legislate for 
themselves, and tradition says that good justice waa done." 
One principle in their abandoned charter was, however, ad· 
hered to, and " none but proprietors, or those who held under 
them, had a. right to rnle, or vote in their meetings." Th1J8 
did this little republic continue from year to year to be 
governed by the decisions of town meetings, and the excellent 
administration of its affairs and the inducements which were 
offered to settlers, clothed its fields with waving harvests, and 
adorned its hill-sides with cheerful dwellings. Not until the 
year 1777, when Vermont was declared an independent state, 
did those rivalries commence which for years afterwards dis
turbed the peace of this happy community, and finally resulted 
in its dissolution.* 

In accordance with the terms of the act for enlisting soldiers 
in the service of Vermont, it had been reported that drafts 
would be made from Guilford. At this juncture the letter 
from Governor Clinton, declaring " resistance by force" to be 
justifiable, was circulated among the people. A meeting was 
immediately called in Guilford, which was largely attended by 
the Yorkers, the dominant party in that town, and the instruc- . 
tions from New York were adopted. A vote was passed by 
which the people declared their determination " to stand 
against the pretended state of Vermont, until the decision of 
Congress be known, with live~~ and furtune8." As an evidence 
of their sincerity, Henry Evans, Daniel Ashcraft, and Nathan 
Fitch were directed to forbid the constable to act. Although 
the New York adherents were in the ascendant, yet the citizens 
of Vermont were by no means backwards in 888erting their 
rights. One result of this loyalty was, that the affairs of the 
town were regulated by two distinct sets of officers, the one ap
pointed in accordance with the customs of the former state, and 
the other in accordance with those of the latter. 

Instead of selecting the soldiers who were to serve in the 
Vermont militia from the citizens of that state residing in 
Guilford, the officers chose them from the opposition. Those 
who were drafted refused to serve, or to bear the expenses of a 

• Thompeon'a Vt., Part Ill p. 81, 
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substitute. An open rupture could be no longer avoided. On 
the lOth· of May, Simeon Edwaros, William Marsh, and Eph
raim Nicholls, the selectmen of Guilford by the choice of the 
citizens of Vermont, directed the .sheriff of Windham county, 
in the name of the state, to take the goods and chattels of 
Samuel Bixby, William White, Josiah Bigelow, Joel Bigelow, 
and Daniel Lynde, to the value of £ 15, that being the amount 
which had been expended by the Btate in hiring a man to do 
military duty in their behalf. The sheri1f waa further in
structed to sell whatever he should seize, at public vendue, and 
return the proceeds to the selectmen, " with all convenient 
dispatch." The warrant authorizing these proceedings waa 
placed in the hands of Barzillai Rice, one of the sheriff's 
deputies, who determined to execute it immediately. On 
reaching the house of Hezekiah Stowell, a most violent Guil
fordite Yorker, he found a large company auembled, and 
among the number some whom he wished to see. Supposing 
himself secure &om the danger of an attack, both by his 
official character and by the presence of two of the selectmen 
who had drawn the warrant, he made known his business, and 
his determination to obtain either the fines or their equivalent. 

This declaration created much confusion, and angry words 
were heazd from every part of the room. Opposition to the 
nnjus' demands of Vermont waa loudly proclaimed, and it was 
plainly evident that words were to be but the prelude to action. 
William Shattuck, of Halifax, a leader among the Yorkers, 
failed not OD this occaaion to strengthen the minds of his ftiends. 
Mingling in the crowd, he counselled them to protect their 
rights; to stand by their liberties ; and to repel the invaaions 
of a nsurped power. " I am a supporter of the opposition," 
he declared, "both in public and in private. I deny the 
authority of Vermont. The cause that I maintain is just, and 
I have done and will do all in my power to uphold it." With 
Shattuck the majority coincided. A few were disposed to 
settle the fines, provided satisfactory terms Muld be agreed on. 
For the sake of a more private interview, the deputy, selectmen, 
and those interested in the proceedings, repaired to the house 
of Josiah and Joel Bigelow. Henry Evans and William White, 
who acted for the five delinquents, having considered the subject 
at length, were finally agreed as to the course they should pursue, 
and requested the deputy to delay the execution of the warrant 
for twenty days, that they might have an opportunity to send 
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to New York for instructions. This the deputy refused to do, 
and forthwith proceeded to carry off a cow belonging to Joel 
Bigelow, having first ordered all who were present to assist him 
in the execution of his office. 

Evans, who had now become excited, interposed, ordered the 
deputy to be gone, threatened him with violence in case he 
should persist, and " damned the authority" under which he 
was presuming to act. Disregarding these expreBSions, the 
deputy persisted in the attempt, and took possession of the cow. 
Determined to release the animal and return her to her owner, 
a large crowd followed the deputy, awaiting a favorable oppor
tunity to accomplish their purpose. At length the voice of 
Capt. Joseph Peck of Guilford was heard ordering his men, who 
were present in the dress of citizens, to "embody to rescue." 
The command was obeyed, the deputy was surrounded by a 
mob of forty or fifty men, and the cow was seized and driven 
away in triumph.* Such was the result of this determination to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont. While the support
ers of the claims of New York exulting in the success which 
had attended this effort, were making every exertion to add to 
their strength and increase their efficiency, the citizens of V er
mont were rejoicing that this forcible resistance had placed 
them in possession of an argument which would henceforth 
warrant them in punishing their opponents as disturbers of the 
peace and contemners oflawfuljurisdiction.t 

• In the preeentment of the grand jnrol'll of W"mdham oounty, made in Sep
tember, 1782, the followiug pel'IIODI were charged with being engaged in the 
traneaction mentioned in the text: Jotham Bigelow, Daniel Lynde, Joel Bigelow, 
Josiah Bigelow, William White, Samuel Bixby, Giles Roberta, Dean Chue, Ben
jamin Chue, Nathaniel Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, .A.eaph Carpenter, Daniel 
Shepardaon, Adonijah Putnam, Nathan Anry, JOiiah Rioe, David Goodenough. 
John Stalford Jr., James Packer, Stephen Chue, Joshua Nuree, Noah Shepardaon, 
Joeeph Peck, Joshua Lynde, Shnbael Bullock, Israel Bullock, Samuel Melendy, 
Joseph Dexter, Moeee Yaw, Amos Yaw Jr., and Hezekiah Broad, all of Guilford; 
and Elijah Prouty and Benjamin Baker of Brattleborongb. Besides these. there 
were present, Timothy Church of Brattleborongh, William Shattuck of Halifu, 
Henry Evans of Guilford, and othel'll whose names did not appear. 

t MS. Court Records. Thompson's Vt. Gazetteer, ed. 18U, p. 141. 
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CH.APrER XVI. 

THE CIVIL SUSTAINli:D BY THE lliLITA.BY ARK. 

Convention ottown repreeentativee favorable to New York-Petition and remon· 
atrauce-Credentiala-charlee Phelps-Novel punishment at Hertford-Letter 
of Richard Morris-Council of Appointment-Civil and military officers
Advice of Gov. Clinton to Col Timothy Church-Act of the General .AMembly 
of Vermont for the puniahment of eollllpiraci-lauo Tichenor' a viait to the 
Yorker&-Anticipatiollll of trouble-Meeting at Guilford-Letters from Gov. 
Clinton to Col Church and to the aupportera of the jnriadiction of New York
Determined conduct of the Yorkers-Col Church reaista the laws of Vermont
The command of the Vermont troops given to Ethan Allen-Preparations for 
attack and defence-The ezpedition-CoL Ira .Allen'• adventure-Bravery of 
.Mrs. Timothy Phelps-Eifects the eseape of her husband-An amusi11g scene
Mr. Phelps ia afterwards taken by Ethan Allen-The onset of the GuilforJites
Ethan .Allen's famous proelamation-His force receives additions-The Yorkera 
imprisoned at Westmiuatet'-Firat day of the trial-Proofa of the seditious 
behavior ot Church, Shattuck, Eva1111, and T. Phelps-Their sentence-Another 
attempt to take Charles Phelps-Hie library-Second day of the trial-Bolltlt
ing of Ethan .Allen-Remainder of the court aeesion at W estmillllter-A special 
aession at Marlborough-Trials and sentences-Samuel Ely's offence-His trial 
and punishment-Bnft"eringa of the Y orkera. 

THE excitement caused by this disturbance having partially 
subsided, representatives from the towns ofBrattleborough, Guil
ford, Halifax, and Marlborough assembled in convention, on the 
l'ith of May, and prepared a combined "remonstrance and 
petition " for the consideration of Governor Clinton. This pro
duction did not embody a specific narrative of the late resistance, 
but, in the most general terms, disclosed the fact that "intrigues, 
conspiracies, and insurrections" were " daily perpetrated " by 
the Vermonters ; that warrants were frequently issued for the 
seizure of the persons and property of the petitioners ; and that 
usurpations had been "valiantly opposed " by the friends of 
New York. The petitioners declared it to be their intention to 
defend their rights by force, until "proper authority " should be 
instituted. At the same time they acknowledged that their 
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defeat was certain, unless they should receive external aid. 
For these reasons they prayed the Governor to 1l8e his inftuence 
in obtaining the appointment of a sufficient number of "prudent, 
just, and faithful officers, both civil and military, of every kind 
necessary or proper for all the purposes of an organized govern
ment," who should be forthwith sworn into office, and permitted 
to enter upon their duties. They also asked for permiesion to 
convey prisoners to any jail in the state of New York. That 
the Vermonters might have no oa1lM to charge them with 
indifference to the common e&W!e, they desired the Governor to 
command his snbjecta in Cumberland and Gloueelter counties 
to raise a reasonable quota of men for the war, and collect 
means for their payment and support.* The establishment ol 
courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction was declared to be indJs. 
pensable to their safety, and the only means by which their 
enemies could be punished for the violation of the rights of the 
subjects of New York. 

Appended to this document were the credentials of Charles 
Phelps, who had been selected to carry it to Poughkeepsie. In 
these credentials the subjects disc1188ed in the petition were 
rehea.rs'ed in brief, and a few topics were considered which had 
been omitted in the latter. Mr. Phelps was directed "to urge" 
the Governor "with all possible assiduity and zeal" to send 
Judge Morris and his associates into the county of Ownbel-land, 
for the purpose of holding a court of Oyer and Terminer. Such 
a course, it was argued, would tend to the speedy establishment 
of legal rights ; and would prove to the citizens of Vermont the 
determination of the government of New York to protect its 
subjects from the ill treatment to which they were continually 
exposed. In the same paper Mr. Phelpe waa recommended as 
a proper person for first justice of the Interior court of Cumber
land county, whene'\>'er such a tribunal should be established. 

The documentary force of the agent was completed by a third 
paper, entitled, "Reasons to Induce His Excellency the Gover
nor, J ndge Morris, the Attorney-General, and the Council of 
Appointment, to go into Cumberland and Gloucester Counties 
to appoint Civil and Military officers for the complete organizing 
them, and instituting civil and military Government and Courts 

• Although the goTerllment of Vermont had divided the fJI8tern portfon ot tha• 
•te into the tcn~nti• of Wbulham, Windlor, aDd <>ruge, u bellre ltated, tile 
npporterl ol the jarildiotion oC N ey York ~ only the old diYiliona. 
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of J 118tice, as fully to all intents and purposes as in any other 
Counties in the State.'' These reasons were two in number. In 
the first place it was stated, that such a visit would " fully con
vince the New York state subjects" that the Legislature had 
determined to defend them from the encroachments of a rival 
power, and would "naturally embolden" them to exert them
selves "in every possible, lawful, prudent manner," to support the 
government which offered them protection. A second result, 
it was declared, would be to "sink the hearts and deaden the 
resolution of all the Vermont party ; intimidate their guilty and 
dejected minds ; enfeeble their resolutions against ue, and whol
ly enervate all their ambitioue, malignant, avaricious, and de
spotic designs, BO arrogantly formed ·against us and the right
eons administration of the state." Such were the consequences 
which were expected to follow the exhibition in Vermont of 
eome of the state officials of New Y OJ'k. The petition, creden
tials, and reuona, were all composed by Charles Phelps, and in 
style and argument, evinced an originality worthy of notice. 
Armed with these missives, the agent set out for Poughkeepsie, 
reeol ved to save the " half-ruined atate" as he ealled New York, 
provided eloquence and logic were allowed to exert their proper 
inftuence.* 

While in Windham county the difficulties which prevailed, 
seemed to spring principally from political causes, there would 
sometimes happen in other portions of the eastern section of the 
state disturbanees originating in a dislike of the delay which 
usually accompanied the execution of law. An incident which 
occurred at Henford, originated in a sentiment of this nature. 
John Bil~ of that town, having been guilty of some con
temptible aet, was threatened with puniahment. This was in
fticted in such a manner as to caue considerable physical suffer
ing, and was humiliating in the extreme. On the night of the 
80th of:May, a party of men composed of J edediah Leavins, Phine
has Killam, James Williams, Timothy Lull Jr., Aden Williams, 
Timotlly :Banister, Simeon Williama, Joab Belden, and William 
:Miller, all of Hertford, and Moaee Moree and Amos Robinson 
of Windsor, " with force and arms, unlawfully, riotously, and 
routonsly" 888embled and waulted tl1e unfortunate citizen. As 
wae more clearly set forth in the presentment of the grand jury, 
they " did beat, wound, and ill-treat" him by " placing him on 

• Georp Clinton Paper., ia N.Y. State Lib., vol xv. doo. '-G27. 
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an old horse without a saddle, tying his feet under the belly of 
said horse, and hanging to his feet a very heavy weight, and in 
that situation causing him to ride to a considerable distance, 
by which he suffered great pain and inconvenience." Scenes 
of violence are necessary concomitants of a new settlement. 
Vermont, it is seen, did not present an exception to the general 
rule. In the present instance, however, the law asserted its 
power, and the disturbers of the public peace and the infbngers 
of Mr. Billings's personal rights, were punished by pecuniary 
mulcts, and were compelled to bear the costs of the prosecu
tion.* 

On his way to Poughkeepsie, Mr. Phelps visited Chief~ustice 
Richard Morris at Claverack, and made known to him the ob
ject of his miBBion. He also detailed the events which had 
lately occurred in the southern part of Vermont; laid before 
the J ndge the different papers with which he had been entrust
ed ; informed him that the Governor, the Attorney-General, 
and the Council of Appointment were to start immediately for 
the disaffected district for the purpose of organizing a govern
ment and establishing courts of justice on a solid basis; and as
sured him that it was absolutely necessary that he should accom
pany them. Although several of these statements were gratui
tous on the part of Phelps, yet they were preSBed with so much 
urgency that they received immediate attention. " I cannot 
find out," wrote Morris to Clinton, on the 2d of June, with re
ference to Phelps, " that he wants me for any other purpose 
than to talk to the people, and I am sure that he so far excels 
me in that busineBB, that I shall rather expose myself than be 
of any advantage. But jokes apart, if you are going into that 
country, and you think my presence will be useful, though I can 
illy spare the time or money that must be spent, I will, with 
pleasure, accompany you." He also expressed his concurrence 
in the contemplated movement to appoint officers in the conn
ties of Cumberland and Gloucester.t 

On reaching Poughkeepsie, Mr. Phelps committed the papers 
with which he had been entrusted to Governor Clinton. The 
Council of Appointment who were then in seSBion, evinced a 
disposition suited to the emergency. They decided in the out
set, that the loyal inhabitanta of the northern district of tho 
state were entitled to protection, and to the actual presence in 

• liS. Court Papen. 
t George Clinton Papel'll in N. Y. State Lib., voL xv. doe. 4666. 
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their counties of proper civil and military officers selected from 
their own number. On the 5th of June, Charles Phelps, James 
Clay, Eleazer Patterson, Hilkiah Grout, Simon Stevens, Elijah 
Prouty, Michael Gilson, Samuel Bixby, Daniel Shepardson, 
Hezekiah Stowell, Bethuel Church, John Pannel, Nathan Fish, 
Joseph Winchester, and Daniel Kathan, were appointed justices 
of the peace for Cumberland county. In their commission, 
power was given them to order the arrest of those persons who 
should threaten any of " the good people" of the state, "in their 
persons, or in burning their houses," and to keep them " in 
prison safe," until they should find security for their good 
behavior. To the first seven persons named in the justices' 
commission, were also given the name and power of justices of 
the quorum ; and to any three of this number was entrusted 
the "right to enquire by the oaths of good and lawful men," 
residents of the county, concerning such offences as were within 
the cognizance of a j nstice of the peace, and to determine upon 
them. They were also empowered to examine into the conduct 
of those who should "presume to go, or ride in company with 
anned force," for the purpose of opposing the people of the 
state of New York, or who should lie· in wait with intent to 
maim or kill any of them ; and they were further directed to 
take notice of all attempts to set aside the laws and ordinances 
of the state. The justices of the quorum were also appointed 
justices of the court of Oyer and Terminer, and general jail 
delivery. To Charles Phelps, James .Clay, and Hilkiah Grout, 
was given power, as commissioners, to administer the oath of 
office to all civil and military appointees. 

Of the regiment which had been established for several years 
in the southern part of the county of Cumberland, Timothy 
Church was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant; Wil
liam Shattuck First Major, Henry Evans Second Major, and 
Joel Bigelow Adjutant. The commissions of all the officers 
were prepared without delay, and delivered to Mr. Phelps, who 
immediately set out on his return. He was also the bearer of 
two letters from Governor Clinton, one for the convention of 
the committees, and the other for Colonel Church. In the 
former, his Excellency stated that it had not been deemed 
advisable to appoint judges for the courts of Common Pleas, as 
the opening of those courts was not then " essential to the pre
servation of peace and good order," and might be attended with 
inconvenience ; that it was not the intention of the state to 
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delay the " complete organization" of government in Cumber
land county, but to await the proper time for such action; and 
that the proceedings of the Oouncil of Appointment had been 
in accordance with the conrse which W88 deemed best calcu
lated to advance the interests of the county. In the other let
ter, the Governor notified to Colonel Church his appointment; 
requested him to consult with others, and decide upon proper 
persons for captains and subaltern officers, in order that the 
formation of his regiment might be completed ; exhorted him 
to protect the country from the depredations of the enemy, by 
eending out detachments of men whenever their presence would 
be of service ; and desired him, in the execution of his offi.ee, to 
pay striat attention to the recommendatioD8 of Oongt"elliJ 'lzy' 
extending his authority over such only 88 professed allegianee 
to New York, " unless the conduct of the 'U81ll"ped government 
in contravening" those recommendations, should render " a con
trary conduct indispensably necessary for the immediate protec
tion and safety'' of those whom he was bound to defend.* 

At the session in June, the General Assembly of V ennont, 
knowing well what preparations the Yorkers were making to 
resist the execution Of the laws of Vermont, determined to 
check their proceedings by persu.aaive measures, if possible, 
and if these should not sncceed by compulsory laws. As an 
inceptive step, a resolution W88 adopted on the 19th of June, in 
which Isaac Tichenor W88 requested to repair tO the towns of 
Brattleborough, Halifax, and Guilford, for the purpose of ex
plaining the proceedings of Congress " to the disaffected, in a 
true light ;" and using his "ntmoet exertiom to unite the 
people in th08e towns" to the govemment of Vermont. On the 
same day an aet W88 p88sed "for the punishment of conspit-a
cies against the peace, liberty, and independence" of the state. 
Upon this aet were b88ed the indictments which were fonnd 
against those who a few months later were declared guilty of 
tre88on. Its framers seem to have presupposed in its prepara
tion, the very condition in which the state was so soon to be 
placed by the confiicts between the government and the oppo
sition. The positions which were assumed in it, were auffi.eiently 
broad to answer the ends of those who had resolved to maintain 
the integrity of Vermont. Its terms were as follows :-

" WhereM, un&llimity-the great stzength and seenrity of a 

• ~Clinton Papers inN. Y. State Lib., vol xv. doo. 441'l•· )(S. Com 
millio111. 
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free and independent people-i.e B.eeees&ry for the existence of 
a sovereign state; and whereas, insurrections may rise among 
the inhabitants of this state, fomented and stirred up by some 
designing persons, with a manifest intent to subvert and destroy 
the liberties and independence of the same-which evil to pre
vent-

" Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the representa
tives of the freemen of the state of Vermont in General Assem
bly met, and by the authority of the same, that when, and so 
often as, six or more persons shall 888emble with weapons of 
terror, with a manifest intent to impede, hinder or disturb any 
officel" of this state, in the execution of his office; or shall rescue 
any prisoner, in the custody of the law; or any goods, or chattels, 
legally distrained; and there elrall be among said persons six, or 
more, whp do not yield filegi.anee to the authority of this state, 
or have, and do deny the jurisdiction of the same; all and 
every person so offending shall sufi'er banishment or imprison
ment, at the discretion of the Superior court, before whom 
said offenders shall be tried : and their goods, chattels, and 
estates, shall be seized, condemned, and sold, by order of the 
Superior court, as forfeited to the use of this state. 

" And be it furtheJ.! enacted by the authority aforesaid 
that if az:J.Y person •or persons shall conspire or attempt any 
invaaion, insurrection, or public rebellion against this state; or 
ahall treacherously and perfidiously attempt the alteration or 
subversion of our f.Jmme of .government, fundamentally esta
blished by the constitution of this state, by endeavoring the 
betraying of the same -into the hands of any of the neighboring 
states, or any other power, :and be thereof convicted before the 
Superior court, [such person ·er peraons] shall suffer banishment 
or imprisonm.ut, at the discretion of the said court; and the 
goods, chattels and estates of such offenders, shall be seized, con
demned, and sold, aa forfeited to the use of this state. 

" And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
if any pel'BOn or persons, so banished, shall neglect to depart 
when ordered ; or, when departed, shall return to this state, 
without first obtaining liberty from the General Assembly, and 
shall be thereof convicted, he or they shall suffer death."* 

In conformity with his appointment, Mr. Tichenor visited the 
most fractions of the southern towns in V ennont, and endeavored 

• JoarDala Gea. Aa Vt. Slade'e Vt. State Papere, p. 4M. 
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to expound to the people the proceedings of Oongress relative to 
the affairs of the contending states. He informed them that 
Vermont was a state in every sense of the term ; that their 
~;afety consisted in acknowledging its jurisdiction; that the law 
would inflict punishment iu case they shO'llld not submit; and 
that the promises of protection and defence from New York 
were unreliable and fallacious. Although many believed that 
X ew York would not willingly desert her subjects in the hour of 
trial, yet the idea was also prevalent that she would be finally 
compelled to pursue this course.* Whatever may have been 
the effect of Mr. Tichenor's reasoning on those who had become 
wearied with resisting the authority of V ennont, there were some 
in whose minds it aroused a spirit more decided in its opposition 
to the new state. "I have sounded the minds of Vermonters," 
wrote Charles Phelps to Governor Clinton, on the lOth of July, 
" and find that they dare not at present, in the four towns where 
the committees dwell, meddle with us Yorkers, if people don't 
come from Bennington county with weapons of terror to scare 
or frighten or fight us." He stated his belief that "people of pro
perty" would not dare to attack the Yorkers; and that those who 
should be so rash as to make any warlike demonstrations would 
be slaughtered as readily as the common enemy. To render 
the condition of the opposition more secure, he suggested that 
General Washington should order four field-pieces to be sent from 
Springfield to Brattleborough. A demonstration of this nature, 
he contended, would have more effect in preventing trouble, 
than a militia force of three hundred Yorkers raised without 
the sanction and orders of Washington. Further to encourage 
the Governor to sustain the friends of New York, Daniel 
Shepardson informed him, on the 15th of July, that some of the 
more northern towns in Vermont would unite in favor of the 

• In reference to Mr. Tichenor's embassy, Gov. Clinton wrote to the Bon. 
James Duane, t'rom Poughkeepsie, on the lith of August, l'i8i, in theeeworda: "llr. 
Tichenor was sent among them [the friends of New York] by the leaders of the 
revolt, to endeavor to prevail upon them to submit to their government, and for 
thia purpose made a very unfair use of the last report of the committee of Con~ 
by endeavoring to deceive them into an opinion that it was the general eenae of 
Congress, and that a determination would accordingly soon be made in favor of 
their independency. Tho' I have reason to believe that Mr. Tichenor did not 
succeed in hia intentione, yet by these acts and by inducing the people who live 
·more exposed to believe that, while they continue connected with them, they 
have nothing tO appTehend from the common enemy, they have in some degree 
defeated the effect which the pacific measures of our Legialature would have 
had on them." George Clinton Papers, inN. Y. State Lib., vol xvi doc. 4697. 
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New York jurisdiction, provided assurances could be given of 
assistance from head-quarters.* 

From the activity displayed by the Vermont Legislature in 
passing and promulgating laws aimed directly at the extinction 
of the faction which refused to pay Vermont taxes or recognize 
Vermont legislation, and which was determined to resist by 
force the execution of measures not originating with the govern
ment of New York-it was evident that a blow was soon to be 
struck which would cripple the strength of the faction, or crush 
it for ever. The committees of the few towns which still con
tinned loyal to New York were aware of this state of things 
when t'l}.ey assembled at Guilford on the 15th of July, to con
sult upon the course which they should adopt in case an appeal 
was had to arms. In their petition to Governor Clinton.,...,...the 
inevitable result of a meeting-they rehearsed the occurrences 
of the few weeks previous, and hinted their disquiet in words 
which almost announced it. That their own courage might 
be strengthened, the enemy terrified, and their " wavering 
brethren" encouraged, they besought the Governor to order the 
militia in the western part of New York to march against the 
Vermonters in case they should cross tpe mountains and com
mence hostilities upon the Yorkers in Cumberland county. 
They also asked for definite commands " to fight and stand" in 
their own defence. In order to nullify the arguments and elo
quence which had been employed by Vermont in miscon
struing the meaning of the resolves of Congress, they desired 
his Excellency to send an intelligent man to counteract the 
efforts of "Esquire Tichenor," and to certify to the people to 
what extent they might depend upon New York in the sup
port of her own jurisdiction. This petition and the other 
papers accompanying it, were forwarded by Mr. Cutbeth, who 
took the place of the regularly appointed messenger. In 
explanation of this substitution, the committees observed that 
they expected to have business for Major Shattuck, the Lien~ 
tenant-Colonel Commandant, " about home."t 

The messenger reached Kingston on the 24th of July. The 
Council of Appointment were again summoned, and the 
official list of the southern regiment was completed. Elisha 
Pierce was chosen Quarter-master, and six companies were 

* George Clinton Papers inN. Y. State Li'b., Tol xvi. dooe. '"'1, t6116. 
t George Clinton Papers inN. Y. State Lib., vol. xvi. doe. •eu. 
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formed-two in Brattleborongh, three in Guilford, and one in 
Halifax~ach with a captain and the proper complement of 
subalterns. The commiuiom were immediately prepared and 
intrnsted to Mr. Ontbeth, who wu alBo the bearer of a letts 
from the Governor to Colonel Church. In this communication, 
dated the 26th of July, all who sided with the Colonel were 
earnestly exhorted to " preserve nnaaimity and firmnea" 
among theltl88lves; and rejeot the artifices whiGh might -be 
employed by their adversaries to " deceive and amutl8" them. 
To the oommitteee of the towns who had petitioned t'.ol: aid in 
their extremity, Governor Clinton, in. a letter of the same 
date, defined his position in terms full and explicit. As an 
explanation of the course which h& hll.d been oblig$1 to pun1ue 
towards those who amid change and misfortune, had still 
remained loyal to the government of New York,, it mnat be 
'admitted that his language~ though striotly true, was nenber 
encouraging nor satisfacoory. 

"From the whole of my conduct respecting the controversy 
between the government of this state and its subjects on the 
' Grants,' " ~te he, " you must be pel"Bnaded of my sincere 
wishes and diBposition. to afford you eveey poseible aid and 
support, though at the same time you can easily conceive tha.t 
in our present condition, when evety e1fort a.nd attention· is 
requisite to defend the remaining part of the stste from being 
wholly mined by the common enemy, it is not in my power 
positively to atipnlate that any body of troops or ~ti.a shall 
march for your defimce, should the. lt&urped government of 
Vermont attempt to compel you by force of anna to submit to 
their jurisdiction. In being thns explicit with you, I would 
wiSh not to be undel'Btood as discouraging you in yonr opposi
tion to the ttsorpation, for you may be 881l1Nd that however 
the ~ we have experienced; and are &till eubjeot to from 
the war, may &t preaent prevent us from employing the foroes 
of the atate in vindication· of our-rights, yet I ha'\te no reason to 
believe that the Legislature will evur relinquish their just claim 
to the t&rritory in question) unless impelled thueto by the 
most inevitable necessity ; neither· do I think it probabl~ &om 
the latest acoonntB I have reoeived; that Congress. will e\'W 
decide in fa-ror of the pretensions of Vermont to independency, 
a;nd co;n,dur itnduce8 me to declare oko, that there i8 littla 
prospect of tMM deoiiJMI,g i"' fa'VM' of w. The troth is,. that 
the evidence in support of our claim to the jurisdiction of the 

Digitized by Coogle 



487 

001111try, is so full and conclusiv• that there is no poMibility of 
withholdiDg a conviction from it ; and although there may be 
individuals in OongrEB wh.o, from motives of interest aQd policy, 
would wish to contract our limits, yet it is highzy- improbable 
that they will ever be able to iniuence Cong.re£!1t to make a 
decision favorable to their views, and eepeL;ially as it is not 
aabmitted to Congress to detennine arbitrarily, whether the 
' Grants' shall be a separate, independent state, b1U only to 
make a judicial adjudication, on evidence, ;relative to the 
bonndary of this state ; nor ha.ve they by the oonfed~, 
,power to create a new state. 

"'These matters yon may rely on, notwithstanding the &BS.er

tiooa of Mr. Tichenor and the other leaders of the revolt, and 
w.ho, to conn1ienance their assertioDB, may produce reports of 
.eommittees which were introduced into 0ongr6fl8, not in expec
tation that they ever would be adopted, but solely with a view 
to keep the spirit of defection alive, and to counteract the endea
vors of this state for the re-establishment of it4 jurisdiction by 
pacific, conciliatory measures. 

-" Oongress, as I observed in a former letter to yon, have 
expressly prohibited these people &om the exercise of any 
authority over you, and ha'le enjoined a similar prohibition on 
us with respect of persons who dispute Olll" jurisdiction. This 
prohibition is not repealed by any subseq11.ent act of ~gress, 
and 011ght, therefore, to be observed by both ~ and you 
are sensible we have in every instance etrietly observed the 
reeQDliDendation oo our part, and should t.he \Wurped govern
meat of Vermont attempt to enforee their jurisdiction over 
yon, by having recourse to compulsory, violent me&filnres, your 
-own prudence and virtue will dictate the mode and maasare of 
-opposition. The faith and honor of Oongress while you conduct 
y-ounelvea ,agreeable to their recommendation is ooncemed for 
,.'111' prot;ection, and I now renew to you my usnrfUlCe$ of every 
-aid which may be in my power to affoJ.!d you. Y onr ~terest 
and happiaela are deeply cooeemed in the event of this contro.. 
versy, sad the Ac.eeu of it depends much on yo1U' Je8l aad prn-
1lence, oa w:hieh I place great reliance."* 1 

. On che l'etura of the IBoell8eDger, the views of Governor Clin
toa were disclosed to all the principal leaders of the ()pposition. 
Ef'o.rta W'elle ~w mad• to conceftir'atle the strength of th~ who 
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were unfriendly to the jurisdiction of Vermont. The "mode 
and measure" of the resistance which was to be employed, had 
been left to the " prudence and virtue" of those who still con
tinued loyal to New York ; but so unpleasant had their situation 
become, that the few plans which they arranged partook more of 
the spirit of revenge, than of a desire to defend themselves from 
the further imposition of the taxes and decrees emanating from 
Vermont. They openly declared that they expected assistance 
from New York, and that there would be " terrible times," 
should a force from the other side of the mountains be sent to 
oppose them. On one occasion, when they were assembled to 
consult upon the adoption of measures for defence, a proposition 
was made that a vote should be taken for the purpose of ascer
taining the number of those who were willing to "disannul all 
the authority of V ennont." This method of expressing a de~ 
tnination so important not being deemed sufficiently demonstra
tive by those who were most violent in their antipathy to the 
new state, a pledge was substituted in place of the vote, and 
the majority of those present bound themselves to "oppose the 
state of Vermont even to blood." Some, who desired to render 
the pledge more binding, at the close of the meeting formed a 
ring on the green which fronted the building in which they had 
been assembled, and renewed and confirmed the pledge in a 
solemn and imposing manner. Aware that preparations were 
on foot to withstand any attempts that might be made to enforce 
the laws of Vermont, Ira Allen was sent to Brattleborough and 
Guilford on the 14th of August, with directions to "observe the 
motions of the people" who were favorable to N cw York, in 
order that Governor Chittenden might determine upon the 
proper time to carry into effect the act of the Legislature con
cerning conspiracies which had been passed with special refer
ence to the present condition of the southern section of Wind
ham county. Searcely had he accomplished the object of his 
journey, when an event occurred which proved that the new 
government could not be too active in its intended operations. 

In a Justice's court in Windham county, organized by au
thority derived from the laws of Vermont, and held by John 
Bridgman, judgment had been rendered, on the 29th of July, 
against Timothy Church of Brattleborough, at the suit of Gar
shorn Orvis. A writ of execution was accordingly issued on the 
8th of August, and Jonathan Hunt, the high sheriff of the coun
ty by appointment of Vermont, was directed to levy on the 
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goods of said Church, and in case of a deficiency to commit him 
to prison. Church, being a Yorker, did not recognize the 
authority of Vermont and determined to resist it. On the 22d 
of August, the sherifF waited on Church and made his demand. 
Church refused to satisfy it, and declared that nothing should 

, be taken off his farm unless the sheriff should prove the "stouter" 
man of the two. The sherifF then approached Church and 
claimed him as his prisoner. By this time, there had assembled 
at Church's dwelling a number of his friends, who had resolved 
that he should not be taken nnless by a voluntary submission. 
When the sherifF endeavored with the help of some of his assist
ants to drag Church from the house, the latter resisted and 
plainly told the sheriff that he would not go. In the further 
exercise of his authority, the sheriff commanded Joseph Cham
berlain, Joseph Whipple, and Jonathan Church, to aid him. 
"He is not agoing to take Church, my word for it," said Cham
berlain to his companions, and, before the sheriff could secure 
his prisoner, the three Yorkers whom he had ordered to assist 
him, had blocked up the door-way and released Church from 
the grasp of the law. Content to await the time when the civil 
should be supported by the military arm, the sheriff and his 
assistants departed, not at all displeased that the resistance 
with which ,they had met, was to furnish them with a 'most po
tent argument in pursuing the course upon which the state 
had already determined. t 

On the 21st of J nne, the time of the passage of the act for the 
"punishment of conspiracies," another act had been adopted, by 
which authority was given to the Governor as Captain-General, 
to direct any officer in the state to raise men, and employ them 
in asaisting the sheriffs, in their respective counties, in the per
formance of their duties. By the same act, the Commissary
General was authorized to fw"'lish the men so raised with the ne
cessary stores. Having been foiled in his attempts to enforce the 
laws of the state, the sherifF of Windham county made applica
tion for a military force to support him. At a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 29th of August, his application was pre
sented, and a resolution was passed recommending to Governor 
Chittenden "to raise one hundred and fifty men as volunteers" 
within Col. Ebenezer W alb.ridge's regiment on the west side of 
the mountains for the purpose of aiding the civil authority of 
the state in Windham county. The Governor was also request
ed to place the volunteer troops, and all others which should be 
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raised for this service, in the command of Brig.·Gen. Ethan AI· 
len. On the 2d of September, the Governor, willing to employ 
efficient means to quell the insubordination of the Y orkera, em. 
powered Ethan Allen to raise two hundred and fifty men ; ooe hun
dred and fifty in Walbridge's regiment, and one hundred in the 
regiment commanded by OoL Ira Allen, and to march themiuto 
Windham county, as a poue ~for the usistanee oftbe 
civil authority. Consultations were now held; ammunition and 
provisions were collected; the order of march waa settled ; aod 
messengers riding poet, between Bennington and Brattlebo
rough, kept the friends of Vermont on both sides of the moun· 
tains informed as to the measures which were then in pi'Ogrta. 
Precautions were also taken that the plans of the V ermontera 
should be kept secret. Guards were placed on the several roads 
crossing the mountains, who detained all persons going eM
ward with the exception of the messengers. So effectin was 
this vigilance, that the Yorkers were only apprised by faint 
and uncertain rumors, of the events which wer~ so soon to 
happen. 

A week had passed since Ethan Allen had been plaeed iD 
command of the troops, and the preparations. which M and hil 
associates had been making were now completed. On the eve&
ing of Sunday the 8th of September, the various companies &om 
the towns in Bennington and Rutland counties, began to collect 
at Bennington, which place hld been selected as a rendezvoue 
for the troops. Portions of the regiments ofColonela Walbridge 
and Allen had volunteered their services on behalf of the state, 
and although the force was not as large as that which Governor 
Chittenden had wished to raise, its appearance was in no me&* 
sure contemptible. Long before sunrise on Monday the 9th, the 
whole party numbering about two hundred men, mounted, and 
under the command of Ethan Allen, were under full march 
towards the seat of con1lict. On reaching Marlborough, Ira 
Allen, with a force of twenty men, was dispatched to arrEiit 
Timothy Phelps who resided in that town, while the rest of the 
company pushed forward to engage in exploits of equal daring. 

Being a warm friend and hearty supporter of the jwisdicPon 
of New Y o.rk, Timothy Phelps had for a long time been zegard· 
ed with especial hatred by the V erm,oqters. His 1~ accept-
ance of the office of high sheri,fl' of Cumberland county had not 
tended to lessen this impression, and the violence of his temper 
had rendered him, in the opinion of his opponents, as mach an 
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object of fear as of dielike. .Already had one officer acting 
under V ermODt eKperienced the unpleasant effects of his rage, 
and felt the force of his nerved qd steady ann. The circum
stance wu on this wise. One mOrning as Mr. Phelps, pitch
fork in hand, was feeding his oxen, a constable with a few 
attendants appeared, made proclamation that he should distrain 
the QXen for taxes, and proceeded to drive them off. Deter
mined mot to submit withoat a strnggle, to a power which he 
scorned. te recognize, Phelps placed himself before the oxen, 
armod "Wiilh lU pitchfork, and ordered the constable to desist 
at his peril. To this command the constable paid :no attention, 
but persisted in his attempt to take the cattle. Enraged at this 
condaet, Phelps rai88d his fork, and, swinging it with good 
eft'ect, laid the dlicer senseless on the ground. Seeing their 
leader fall, the eeaistants 1led, while Phelps after securing his 
property weDt about his business, leaving the discomfited pan
stable to depart at his leisure. 

Such was the man whom Ira Allen was now seeking to 
encounter. Desirous of availiDg himself of every meam which 
would increase his ch1111ce of success, he determined to secure 
the C()o()per&tion of some of the residents of the town, and for 
this purpose waited on Ool. William Williams, and explained 
to him the cause of his visit. This gentleman, remarkable for 
manly beauty, eleganeeiQf form, and agreeableness of manners, 
was also distinguished for his bravery and enterprise, and had 
been more active and useful in the settlement of the town than 
any of his contemporaries. At the battle of' Bennington, he had 
distinguished himself at the head of his regiment, and was now 
an open and avowed supporter of the government of Vermont. 
His pleas&Dt residence, built upon an eminence west of lfill 
brook, was in full view of' the dwelling of Yr. Phelps, between 
wh<lse family and his own, notwithstanding the di1faoenee in 
their political opinions, an intimacy existed which had sot yet 
been embittered by jealousy or distru.st. He wu now oa.J.Wd 
on 88 a citisen of the state to IS8ist in the eucutioa ~ its laws, 
and he could not con.eisteotly wit& loyalty or honor .refuse to 
obey the SlliDJDODS. 

In accordance with her Ulll&l cusbn on thla day, aacred to 
the rites of the wash-tub and the pounding barrel, Jlrs. Phelps 
with three attendants, namely, a maid-servant, a little 1laxen
haired aJm&.hoaee boy about tell yean of age, aamed Caleb 
Pond-who then, as in after life, manifested that prudence, 
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keenness, artifice, and tact, which were the basis of his success 
in whatever work he engaged-and her son John, had repaired 
to a little arbor near the forf.ing of Mill brook, for the purpose 
of " doing up the weekly washing." She had hardly got well 
into the suds when her attention was attracted by the tramp of 
feet, and looking up from her work she saw, splashing into the 
ford-way, more than forty armed men, (for the party had been 
doubled since it entered Marlborough) all mOtmted, with swords 
glittering in the sunlight, piloted and conducted-as she no
ticed with sorrow and surprise-by her old friend and neighbor 
Colonel Williams. As soon as they had reached the spot where • 
she was stationed, with the spirit of a noble woman who e 
privacy had been invaded, and with an air as undaunted as that 
of a hero, she stepped forward and said : " Colonel Williams, 
you grieve and amaze me. I had not expected such meanness 
and treachery from a friend like you." With these words, and 
without waiting to hear the apology which Williams was triv-
ing to stammer out, she took her son by the hand, and having 
ordered her maid to run on, proceeded with quickened tep 
towards her residence a quarter of a mile distant. Meantime 
the attentive little flaxen-haired youth, having, as if by iustinc~ 
snuffed tl1e object of this warlike movement, betook him elf 
off with greyhound speed, in the same direction, but by another 
route. Favored by the cover of a grove of poplars, he snc
ceeded in reaching the house without attracting attention, and 
warned his master of the danger which threatened. No econd 
intimation was needed, and in a few minutes Phelps had gained 
a place of concealment, as satisfactory to himself as it was diffi
cult of detection by his pursuers. 

Crestfallen and ashamed, Williams had disappeared by some 
obscure pathway, leaving Allen and his company to act as their 
own guides. Arriving at their destination, the gallant horse
men wheeled in great military display, and having ridden 
around the house two or three times, dismounted, forced the 
door, and went in. Mrs. Phelps, who with her son had ap
proached by a shorter route, entered her dwelling a few 
moments later, to find it filled by the soldiers whom she had 
encountered at the brook. "Cowardly miscreants! " she ex
claimed, as she glared upon them with a look of scornful con
tempt. A volley of angry eloquence followed this.fierce begin
ning, and the downcast looks and uneMy movements of the party 
showed but too plainly how poorly they were prepared to bear 
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the taunts of a justly enraged woman. Many of them were 
gentlemen of true spirit, yet on this novel occasion, generous 
and gallant though they might be, they were perplexed to know 
how to act. Wishing to end their unpleasant task as speedily 
as possible, they desired Mrs. Phelps to conduct them to her 
husband. Her reply was a refusal to gratify their wishes, and 
a defiance of their power. Enraged at their persistence in 
searching and inquiring for Mr. Phelps, his loyal wife endea
vored to drive them from the house. Armed with a large 
kitchen :fi..re.shovel, she warned them to leave, in a firm though 
stormy and indignant manner. With her little boy at her apron 
strings, she pursued her unwelcome visitors not only with fierce 
loob, but with quickened steps and threatening gestures. At 
one time one might have seen them dodging into a comer, as if 
to escape an impending blow; at another, endeavoring to pro
voke a laugh by some affected attempt· at wit. But such a 
scene could not long contin.ue. Her opponents were men whose 
lessons in the school of humanity had not tended to make them 
proficients in the employment in which they were now engaged, 
or taught them to make war on a defenceless woman, or ruth
lessly break the door of her private chamber. The affair had 
by degrees assumed a farcical aspect. A smile was seen on this 
face and a smile on that. Pleasant expressions of countenance 
multiplied in all directions. A laugh followed-a generallangh, 
in which not only the brave soldiers, but the heroic woman and 
her little boy all joined. Good feeling was restored, and then 
the party were told by Mrs. Phelps in a solemn manner, that 
her husband was· not in the house. Satisfied with this state
ment, which was true, they apologized for the conduct which 
they had been obliged to exhibit, and departed with words of 
courtesy and respect. 

Although Phelps had escaped the present danger, through 
the interference of his wife, yet his prudence did not avail to 
protect him from the search of his pursuers. Whether a guard 
was set to watch for his appearance, or whether, as is most 
likely, he chose to sufFer with his friends, and with this design 
showed himself in public, does not plainly appear. Before the 
day had closed he was a prisoner in the hands of the Vermont
ers. The circnmstances of his capture rest partly on tradition. 
AP. Ethan Allen approached him, Phelps in a loud voice 
announced himself as the high sheriff of Cumberland county, 
bade Allen go about his business, denounced his. conduct and 
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that of his men as riotone, and &rdered the military to ·dispene. 
With his usuall'OOghnees, Allen knocked the hat Crom the head 
of the doughty sheri1f', ordered. his attendut& to " take the d-d 
rascal off," and galloped away to nperintencl the operations of 
other portions of his forces. 

Since morning the strength of the V ermontel"8 had been con
siderably augmented by the militia of Windham collllty. Ca~ 
tain Warren of Marlborough had brought twenty-seven men 
into service ; Oapt&in Duncan of Dummerston eighty-three ; 
Captain Wheeler of Wilmington forty-six ; LielMeDallt :Moor ol 
Cumberland twenty; ·and another officer twenty. By these 
additions from the brigade of Brig.-Gen. Samuel Fletcher, who 
commanded in person, and who was ampported by Ool. Stephen 
R. Bradley, Lienl-Ool Charles Kathan, and Adj. EJimnab Day, 
the Vermonters were able to present a force of four hundred 
men, ready to act as should best serve the purposes and welfare 
of the state. Det&ehments had been sent into lhe toWDB of Brat
tleborough, Halifax, and Guilford. In the latter place, Ethan 
Allen towards tOO close ofthe day awai~ theanival of prisoners 
from the neighboring towns. Col. Walbridge, who, with a party 
of men, had been sent into Halifax, sucoeedeci in arresting l!aj. 
William Shattuck, Capt. Thomas Baker, and Ensign David Lamb, 
three of the leading Yorkers in that town, and eondneted them 
under a strong guard to head-quarters. In Guilford, llaj. Henry 
Evans and a number of others were taken, and although reeiat
ance was offered, yet the Vermonters were not only too nume
rous, but were also too free in the use of powder and ball to be 
overcome by their surprised and 'IUI8l"lrled opponeuta. 

In the evening, with the view of reaching Brattleborough 
that night, Ethan Allen, with his troope and prisoners, left Gull
ford. Meantime the Guilfordites had assemb1ed, with a de~ 
mination to defend their liv-es arui property, and to the nnmber 
of forty-six had stationed themselvea by the side~ tqe road over 
whi<:h the Vermontena were to pa111. AsJ the latter came in 
eight, they were reeeived by a volley from which they were glad 
to retire with all the t~peed which they could command from. 
their jaded homee. Having reached a pJace of seemity, a eon
ltlltation was held, and propositions of a uvage nature were 
diselUI8ed during the half hour they were in OODclave. Some 
demanded of their leader that a prieoner ahould be saormoed for 
each one of his men who should be killed by tile Yorkers, while 
others advocated the observance of the common role~ of WW• 
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fare. Awat'e of the power ofhia presence, and of the terror which 
he Will able to iBspire in others, Allen again pl~d himself at 
the head of hie men, and bving ordered that mercy should be 
ahown to. no one who should offer resistance, returned on foot to 
Guilford. He advan~d without molestation, and on reaching 
the town made proclamation to the people in these words :
"I, Ethan Allen, do declare that I will give no quarter to the 
man, woman, or child who ahall oppose me, and unless the 
inhabitants of GuilfGrd peacefully submit to the authority of 
Vermont, I BWe81' that I will lay it as desolate as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, by God."· Words like these uttered by one whose 
DIBle· was a terror, and BUpported by men enraged and. resolute, 
could not be disregarded with impunity. No iooner did the 
attack begin than the terrified Guilfordite& fled in the utmost 
confusion, leaving behind them neither the dead, the dying, 
nor the wounded-:-leaving nothing but the remembrance of 
their p1'81l8Jlce and the prints of their retreating footsteps. Allen 
and his detachment, satisfied with their v.ictory, were allowed 
to make their journey to Brattleborongh without further moles
tation. 

On reaching this place, the party was augmented by the de
tachments which had been sent in pUl'Bnit of offendel'S, and by 
a number of prisoners. Among the latter was Timothy Church, 
Lieut.-Oolonel Commandant by appointment of Governor Clio
too, of the militia in Cumberland county. On the lOth, the 
pziaonere set out under a strong ga.ard for W eatminster. To 
eamre protection to his men, general ordera were given by 
Ethan Allen to kill without quarter an.y person who should fire 
upon the troops ; and the greatest precaution was taken to pre
vent a reeeae on the p&l't of the Y orkera. As. soon as the irrup
tion of Allen and hi8 troops became. known,. many of the mili
tary companies in the county immediate~ marched to his aid, 
and placed themselves at his service. The militia of the west 
parish of W eetminster, though reguliU'ly organized,_ were for 
aome tAme in doubt as to the colll'Be they ought to take. True 
to the oauae· of Vermont, they were still unwilling to 88Bist in 
disturbing their neighbors, who diff4;p"ed from them on the 
question of jurisdiction. But on the morning of Tuesday the 
lOth, although their captain, Deacon Ephraim Ranney, refused 
to lead them, they concluded to wait on Gen. Allen, and with 
this intention were advancing towards Brattleborough, when, 
on the "edge of Dummel'Ston" they met him and his forces. 
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Tunrlng about they joined his retinue and accompanied him to 
Westminster where the prisoners, twenty in number, were lodg
ed in the jail which was guarded by a strong force. 

Though deprived of their liberty, the captives were not 
restrained in the use of the tongue. Phelps declared, that aa 
sheriff of Cumberland county he had a right to command the 
jail, but the assertion had no pereeptible effect, either on Jona
than Hunt the sheriff of Windham county or on George Foot 
the jailer. "You han used us well," said Church to the guards, 
" and I expect soon to have you confined, and I will treat you 
likewise. To-morrow morning, by nine or ten o'clock, you shall 
be here in our stead, and we will be walking about." Evans 
entertained the same opinion; and they all announced with con
fidence the speedy arrival of a force from New York which 
would release them from prison, and punish the mob for their 
insolent and seditions behavior. 

But their predictions, with whatever sincerity they might 
have been uttered, were not to be fulfilled. On the 11th, a 
special term of the Suj>erior court was commenced at West
minster. The bench was occupied by Moses Robinson, the 
chief judge, and by Dr. Jonas Fay, John Fassett, and Paul 
Spooner, side judges. Stephen Row Bradley appeared as 
the state's attorney, and William Gould as clerk. A grand 
jury was drawn of which William Simonds was foreman, 
and the court was declared dnly organized. In the means 
which had been employed to arrest the obnoxious Yorkers, lit
tle attention had been paid to legal forms, and the civil had 
been almost wholly superseded by the military arm. For this 
reason great care was now taken that all omissions should be 
supplied, lest the disregard of laws and statutes which had been 
manifested should be quoted as a precedent on some future 
occasion. The principal offenders were first brought to trial. 
The presentment made by the grand jury, contained charges 
against Timothy Church, William Shattuck, Henry Evans, Ti
mothy Phelps arid Charles Phelps. In the quaint, but emphatic 
language of the old forms, " not having God before their eyes, 
but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil," 
it was asserted that, on the lstof August preceding, at Guilford, 
and on other occasions, both before and after that time, they 
did " with force and arms treacherously and perfidiously con
spire an invasion, insurrection, and public rebellion against this 
state, by their treacherously assembling together, consulting and 
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advising together of the means to destroy the constitution of QUa 
state, and snbvert the freedom and independence of the go· 
vernment thereof." It was also charged, that in order to accom
plish these ends, and to bring the government into the hands of 
the people of the state of New York, they had written letters 
and sent messengers to Governor George Clinton, calculated to 
incite him to invade the state of Vermont ; and that they had 
often met for the purpose of imprisoning the freemen of the 
state, and withstanding its lawful authority. Strenuous efforts 
had been made to arrest Charles Phelps, whose name was 
included in this indictment, but he had succeeded in eluding 
the vigilance of the militia. All the others against whom 
char~ were found were called to the bar, and being put to 
plead, pleaded not guilty, and for trial "threw themselves on 
the country." A jury was accordingly empanelled and the 
trial began. 

In support of the chargee alleged, fifteen witnesses appeared 
who testified to the seditious behavior of the accused both in word 
and act, on many occasions during the preceding six months. 
It was shown that Church had refused to submit to an execu
tion which had been levied upon his property .(or, in case this 
could not be seized upon, himself), and, that he, with the aid of 
his friends, had resisted and repulsed the sheriff when he 
endeavored to arrest him; that he had received the civil and 
military commission papers which had been sent from New 
York, and had distributed them as directed ; that he had 
always been at the committee meetings of the Yorkers, and had 
encouraged the people to opposition by asserting that Gov. 
Clinton had engaged to send an armed force into the county, 
and by adding his opinion that the Governor would be as good 
as his word. But it also appeared that he had distrusted the 
issue of the cause in which he was engaged, for he had once 
stated that if the Yorkers could not carry their points, he would 
submit to the government of Vermont. It was proved that 
Shattuck, when starting for New York early in the summer, 
had boasted that he should obtain assistance from government, 
and would " drive the matter warmly" when he returned ; that 
he had counselled the people to continue their opposition to 
Vermont ; had declared that he would do all that he could 
both in public and private to oppose the state ; and had verified 
this declaration by his acts. The testimony concerning Evans 
ehowed that he had often avowed his determination to with-
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atand the jurisdiction of Vermont even " unto blood," and to 
\188 his own words, had declared his rudinees " to try it on " 
whenever the V ermontel'8 should eee fit to fight ; that he had 
resisted Vermont constables ; had assisted in reecuing propezty 
that had been lawfully seized by the sheriff; and had ezpreseed 
his hatred of the new state and ita officel'8 m the most violent 
and seditious terms. Evidence was also addueed, proving that 
Timothy Phelps, in the capacity of high sheriff of Cumberland 
county by appointment of New York, had often said that he 
would execute warrants "at the risk of his life;" that he had 
even endeavored to seize a Vermont constable, and had in ~ 
instance arrested a man, conveyed him to his (Phelps's) house, and 
there kept him nnder guard until he was retaken by his friend&. 

Such was the nature of the testimony introduced by the pro
secuting attorney. It does not appear that any attempt was . 
made by .the defendants to disprove the statements of the 
opposing witnesses, and in this condition the cases were left 
with the jury. By their verdict the delinquents were found 
"guilty of the fac18 charged in the indictment." The court 
therefore gaw judgment '~that Timothy Chureh, William 
Shattuck, Henry Evans aud Timothy Phelps be each of' them 
taken from the bar of this eourt back to the common gaol of 
this connty, there to remain in close imprisonment un.til the 
4th day of October next ; and that they be then taken by the 
sheriff of the said connty from the said common gaol and car
ried without the limits of this state ; and that they be then and 
there forever banished from this state, not to return thereto 
on penalty of death ; and that all their goods, chattels, and 
estabes be condemned, seized and sold, as forfeited tn the use of 
this state." The :fil'8t part of this sentence was immediately 
earried into execution, and the prisoners were confined in the 
jail rooms on the lower floor in the north part of the building in 
which the court were convened. Attachments were also issued, 
and officel'8 were dispatched to take the property of the crimi
nals. Of the effects of Shattuck; a CODStable made return that 
he bad a~ " about eighty acres of land in Halifax, with 
the building& thereon standing; about ten tons. of hay ; a small 
quantity of rye in sheaf; a considerable quantity of flax spread 
on the ground; and about two or three. acres of Indian com 
standing on the gronnd." In the words of Timothy Phelps; 
"all hia goods were sold, except hia: wife's apparel, the beds, 
and one cow." The estates of the others were taken iD. like 
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manner, and the proceeds of the sales which followed, were 
appropriated to the use of the state. 

Although Ethan Allen and his men had failed in their attempt 
to arrest Oharles Phelps, another efrort, instigated by the state's 
attorney, was made to take him. In the complaint presented 
to the court in this ease, charges similar to those which had 
been broughCagainst the other offenders were preferred. In 
addition to these it was stated that Phelps had brought into the 
state of Vermont, "a seditious libel, tending to stil' up a public 
rebellion;" that he had written, printed, and published abroad, 
" a seditious libel, with a manifest intent, wittingly and design
edly to raise an iD.SUJ'l'eotion and publie rebellion" against the 
state; and that there was the highest reason to believe that 
there were in hi!f possession " a number of books, writings, and 
manuscripts," whose tendency was 1lo weaken and destroy the 
government and constitution as established. A warrant for his 
arrest, and for the seizure of his books, was accordingly issued. 
The search for Phelps was unsuoeessful, bnt his books and 
manuscripts were seized, and havi~ been brought into court 
were retained as confiscated to the state. Such of them as 
were obnoxiouS were probably destroyed or concealed, and the 
remainder were sold under the hamroor.* 

On the 12th a number of the other delinquents were brought to 
trial. Oomplaint was made against Joseph Ohamberlain, 
Joeeph Whipple1 and Jonathan Ohureh, who, on the 22d of 
August ptevious,. had rescued Timothy Oburcb from the hands 
of the sheriff as has already been related. Ohamberlain was 
adjudged guilty of participating in this aet, and was sentenced 

• The library of Charlee Phelpe, wu, it ia euppoeed, the moat valuable in the 
Illite of Vel'IIIODt, at the period to which allusion ia made. The eale or thie col· 
leetion, enriched many a previonely scantily-supplied shelf. Even now the old 
volumes of thia uncompromising Yorker, are to be found ecattered here and there 
in the f8l'Ul houeee of the cleeeendata ot thOBe who bought them in thoee troubloue 
tfmeL .Among tM 1n>rb .med by the eheriJF, were a number belonging to Mr. 
fhelpe'e lOB; Solomon. By a special order of the ocurt granted at the seeeion in 
February 1788, it appeara that "Salkeld's Reporta, 1 vol, Milton's Paradise Lost, 
Telemachue, 2 vola., Lord Bacon's Euaye, and such other boob ae the eaid Solo
mon Phelps'• name ia i.Daerted in," were 1'8lltored to that gentleman. Thia dit
podtiOil to make reetitution did not long oontinue. By an entry in the .fuUl'llale 
o1 the Aalembly of Vermont under date or the 1•th of October, 17S3, it appears 
that " the petition of Solomon Phelps representing that a number or his books, 
lleiMd by order of the Supreme court, are in the poeeeui.on or Stephen R. Bradley, 
r.q., aad prayins an order of this Hollie for the restoration thereof," wae read, 
Mid di•doeed by a 1'8110lution. 
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to pay a fine of £20, also the costs of prosecution, and to stand 
committed until judgment should be complied with. Of those 
who had been engaged at Guilford on the lOth of May pre
ceding, in rescuing a cow which had been taken on execution 
hy deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, Joseph Peck who acted as a 
ringleader on that occasion, was declared guilty of the charges 
preferred against him, and was mulcted in the sum of .£30 and 
costs. A.saph Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, and Shnbael Bul~ 
lock who had assisted in the rescue, were fined £20 and costs. 
Stephen Chase who pleaded guilty to the B&me charge, was 
released on giving bail to the amount of £80, to be forfeited in 
case he should leave town without the order of the court. On 
the following week he was fined £4 and costs.* A present
ment was then made by the grand jury charging that Joseph 
Peck, "on the 1st day of July last past, not being a continental 
officer, did accept and hold a commission, not derived from the 
authority of the people of this state, to wit, a commission of 
captain of part of the militia of Guilford, under the authority 
of the people of the state of New York, contrary to the form 
of the statute in such case made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the freemen of the state of Vermont." 
The charge was not, however, sustained. Peck was declared 
not guilty, but was obliged to discharge the costs of prosecution. 
This failure to prove the accusation, arose from an error in the 
indictment. It was charged that he held a captaincy under 
New York, "on or about the 1st day of July last past." His 
commission, on the contrary, bore date the 24th of July, and he 
did not receive it until the beginning of August. Twenty other 
persons were presented by the grand jury as holding commis
sions derived from New York, but as many of them had not 
been arrested, it was thought best to delay the prosecution, and 
the cases were for the present reserved. 

The circumstance and result of the irruption of the Vermont
ers, were early made known to the border residents of New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, and were accompanied with 
earnest and oft-repeated applications from the Yorkers for 
assistance. Some of the inhabitants of Massachusetts were dis
posed to grant the desired aid, and letters and messengers were 
dispatched in various directions to ascertain the opinions of 

* In aDIIWer to an applieation made by Ch1111e, the fine wu remittecl by a NBO

lutlon of the Council of Vermont, p8118ed June 8th, 1785. 
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those with whom reated the power of qeciding upon the pro
priety of interference. One officer wrote to another \n theae 
words:-" I recommend it to your wise and prudent con~idera
tion, if it be not our duty to recommend it to our officers and 
soldiers to ride up, armed well, to Guilford where they are 
committing those war hostilities." Then, referring to the 
Yorkers, he added:-" You and I are, with all the United Statea, 
bound by the confederacy to prot~ct them from all such vio
lence." But a sentiment adverse to interference prevailed, 
and Vermont and New York, occupying now a position clearly 
antagonistic, were left to pursue the course which strength or 
policy might dictate. 

Flushed with success, Ethan Allen was unable to restrain his 
blatant boasting and vulgar oaths. Against Clinton, in particu
lar, did his wordy rage vent itself in torrents of abuse. "Had 
I but the orderf!t said he, " I could go to Albany and be ltead 
monarch in three weeks, and I have a· good mind to do it." In 
an interview which he held with Shattuck, he endeJ~,vored to 
persuade him to renounce his allegiance to New York, and 
unite with Vermont; assured him that Congress had no right 
to pass any resolutions respecting Vermont ; and employed a 
variety of arguments to show that Congress were in reality 
willing that Vermont should be a separate state. This latter 
argument was also made use of by the state's attorney. "You 
are deceived by Congress," said he to the prisoners; "you have 
placed your dependence upon the hope of obtaining from them 
a decisive resolution favorable to your desires, and have been 
duped." 

The remainder of the session was occupied iu disposing of 
such minor matters as required immediate attention. Knowing 
that the atTest of many of those who had been charged with 
seditious behavior would be attended with great difficulty, the 
court chose to pursue towards them a method more stringent 
even than that which had been already adopted. By a stretch 
of power they resolved on the 13th, to seize and confiscate the 
estates of the Yorkers against whom they held warrants but 
whose persons they could not find, T.o enforce this resolution, 
Ethan Allen determined to make a new levy, and requested 
Gen. Fletcher to raise in his brigade " two hundred able, effect
ive men, equipt for war to assist the civil authority in carrying 
into execution" the laws of the state. Of this number, Fletcher 
desired Col. Stephen R. Bradley to raise in his regiment one 

Digitized by Coogle 



452 HISTORY 01' EASTERN VEBKONT. [1782. 

half, either " by draft or volunteers ;" oo supply them with 
three days' provisions ; and march them " so as to rendezvous at 
Landlord Arms's in Brattleborough on :Monday evening next in 
order to advance to Guilford on Tuesday morning." 

Aided by a JXJ88e cum;itatt~,s of such power, the sheriff and his 
assistants experienced but little difficulty, and no opposition, in 
performing the task assigned tl1em. The result.ot" their foray 
was entirely successful. The terrified Y orkera fearing Ethan 
Allen " more than the devil'' as some of them declared, fled 
from their farms and dwellings at his approach, leaving every
thing at the mercy of their opponents. Upon these deserted 
premises the Vermonters entered, taking in the name of the 
state whatever they desired. They drove off one hundred and 
fifty head of cattle besides sheep and hogs unnumbered. They 
took possession of barns well filled with produce, thrashed out 
the grain and carried it away. They left warrantB for those 
whose property they had despoiled, but whose persons they had 
not yet taken, and informed them by message that they would 
be bound for trial or committed to jail should· they be once ar
rested. On Saturday, the 14th, the court adjourned sins d~, 
and the prisoners who had not yet been brought to trial, and 
who had been taken since the session began, numbering thirteen 
in all, were subsequently marched to :Marlborough there to await 
the further order of their captors. 

In order to satisfy the demands of justice, another special see
sion of the court was commenced at Marlborough, on Tuesday, 
the 17th. On this occasion the indictments were drawn with 
care, and no difficulty was experienced in obtaining a conviction. 
Hezekiah Broad, Daniel Lynd, Joshua L-ynd, and Samuel Me
lendy, all of Guilford, pleaded guilty to the eharge of having 
been engaged in rescuing a cow from the hands of the deputy 
sheriff' on the lOth of May previous. Broad was fined £12; 
Daniel Lynd, £4; and Melendy .£3. Each was required to dis
charge the costs of his suit, and to enter into a recognizance to 
the amonnt of £50 "to be of good behavior towards all the good 
and liege subjects of this state, till the 1st day of Febroaz:y, 
A. D. 1783." Joshua Lynd was mulcted in the snm of £2 and 
costs. Thomas Baker confessed to the acceptance from the 
state of New York, of a captaincy in the militia company of 
Halifax; David Lamb to the acceptance of an ensigncy in the 
same organization; Simeon Ferrel and Isaac Weld to the ac
ceptance, the one of an ensigncy and the other of a lieutenancy 
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in the Guilford militia ; and John Alexander to the acceptance 
of a lieutenant's commission in one of the companies of Brattle
borough. Baker's fine and costs were fixed at £7 15s. 6d.; 
those of Lamb, at £7. Weld was fined £2 lOs. and costs. Fer
rel* and Alexander were mulcted the one in the sum of £2, and 
the other in the sum of £20 ; both were charged with costs and 
were required to enter into a recognizance of £50 each, to be 
forfeited in case they should not act with propriety during the 
next four months and a half. Joseph Coleman and Eleazer 
Church charged with disobedience to the laws of the state, gave 
bonds for their good behavior and were acquitted without fine. 

On the 19th, the last day of the session, Samuel Ely of Con
way, in the county of Hampshire, Massachusetts, but lately a 
resident in the town of Wilmington, Vermont, was brought to the 
bar for trial. A bold, but rash and ·impetuous man, he had 
served in the battle of Bennington as a volunteer, and being 
connected with no company or regiment had fought withont 
the advice or direction of any peison. He had been court-mar
tialed after the action on account of his singular conduct in 
retaining a large amount of valuable plunder, but had been 
honorably discharged on proof that he had taken only such arti
cles as he had won in his own independent method of warfare. 
Since that period his restlessness had engaged him in many scenes 
of an unpleasant nature, and had finally resulted in his arrest 
under the laws of Vermont. In the presentment of the state's 
attorney, it was charged that the prisoner, "not having God 
before his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation 
of the Devil ; and little regarding the laws of this state or the 
penalties in the same contained ; and being a pernicious and 
seditious man, and a person of depraved, impious and disquiet 
mind, and of a seditions disposition and conversation; and con
triving, practising, and falsely, maliciously, turbulently, and sedi
tiously intending the peace and common tranquillity of the free
men of the state of Vermont to disquiet, molest, and disturb ; 
and to bring his Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Gover
nor of said state, the Honorable Council and House of Represen
tatives (being the general supreme court of justice in the afore-

• At the conellllion of the trial, Weld took the oath ot allegiance to Vermont 
in open ooul'l By an entry in the ()onncil recorda of the &tate, dated W estmin
ster, October 18th, 1788, I'Dd aigned by Lot Hall, secretary pro ~pore, it appears 
that the :lines of Weld and Ferrel were remitted on that occaeion, upon the plea 
of Thomaa Cutler. 
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said state of Vermont,) and the proceedings of the same into 
great hatred1 contempt and scandal with all the good and faith
ful subjects Of this state; and the magistrates, judges and jus
tices within said state, and the generals, colonels, captains and 
other military officers of this state to scandalize, villify and 
bring into contempt"-in the presentment it was charged that 
the prisoner influenced by these unworthy motives, and in order 
" his most wicked contrivances, practices, and intentions afore
said to compleat, perfect and render effectual," did on the lOth 
of July preceding, and at other times, "say, assert, affirm and 
pronounce, and with a loud voice did declare these false, mali
cious, seditious and opprobrious English words following, that is 
to say :-' The state of Vermont is a damned state, and the act 
for the purpose of raising ten shillings upon every hundted acres 
of land is a cursed act, and they that made it are a cursed body 
of men.'" It was also asserted that " in further prosecution of 
his malice" he did publicly declare "that the general or 
supreme court aforesaid were· a pack of villains, and that it' no 
other person would undertake to overturn or destroy the govern
ment of Vermont, he, the said Ely, would do it, and he had got 
that in his pocket which would overset them." In addition to 
these charges it was alleged that he did " damn the state of 
Vermont and all its officers, and did curse the laws of the same 
as passed by the General ABBembly thereof." Such were the 
accusations which the redoubtable Ely was called upon to con
front. 

WitneBSes from Wilmington testified to the truth of the 
charges, and the jury announced to the court through their 
foreman Jonathan Underwood, their decision that the prisoner 
was guilty of a breach of an act of the state, entitled " An act 
for the punishment of defamation." In conformity with the 
choice vested in the court to punish defamers by :fine, imprison
ment, disfranchisement or banishment, according to the nature 
of the offence, Ely was ordered to be taken to the guard house 
in Marlborough ; thence, on the morrow to be conveyed to the 
limits of the state ; to be then banished and forbidden to return 
until eighteen months from date should have expired, on 
penalty of being imprisoned the same length of time. 

With this trial ended the first resolute attempt of the govem
ment of Vermont to enforce obedience to the laws of the state 
by the civil and military arm combined. The proceedings 
attendant upon this manifestation, were, in some instances, 
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unnecessarily severe and cruel. Many of the prisoners during 
their confinement at Westminster and Marlborough, suffered 
severely from want of food and other necessaries. Two of them, 
during eleven days' imprisonment, were allowed but four meals 
of victuals by their guards. Ethan Allen himself acknowledged, 
that the method which had been pursued by him was " a 
savage way to support government." At the same time he 
declared that he could not have carried his point in any other 
manner. Satisfied with the policy that had induced these .acts, 
he and his friends exchanged congratulations at the part they 
had taken in the Guilford war, and made known their determi
nation to present to Congress a full report of their doings.* 

• MS. Recorda of Superior eou:rt of Vt., Sept., 1'182. MS. Depositions. laws 
of Vt. V ariou. MS. Testimony, Lettel'll, .Affidavits, etc. Thompson's Gazetteer, p. 
148. 

• 
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CHAPTER XVII . 

.ATTEliPTB TO OBTAIN THE INTEB.FERENCE OP OOlfGBE88. 

Charle1 Phelps and Joel Bigelow repair to Poughkeepei-Publio and private leV.en 
of Gov. Cllntoo to the New York delegates in Congre.-Clintoo to Bigelow
New York delegatee to Clinton-Depoutiona of York~. Phelps proeeedl 
to Philadelphia-Church, Shattuck, Evans, and T. Phelps-Statement of 
grievances by the New York adheren~hattuok and Evana with Gov. 
Clinton-C. Phelps before Congre&-Shattuok and Evana viait Philadelphia
Action of Congr--Peraiatence of C. P~pe-Congreaoonal rei!Olv-nem
tution of Shattuck, Evans, and C. Phelpe-Reeolutiona of the lith of December 
-Further action of Congree&-Gov. Clinton to the convention of committeee
Strife between the Yorker11 and Vermontere-Propoeal for a temporary eettle
ment of diftloulti~ohn Bridgman taken, and releaaed on parole-Governor 
Chittenden'• letter about the Y orkere-Report that CoL Church was to be 
hanged-Effect of the reeolves of the 6th of December-Correspondence 
between the York8lll and Gov. Clinton-Letter from Governor Chittenden to 
the Preaident of Con~Remonatrance of the General ~bly of Vennont 
to Congrea 

ON the 11th of_ September, the day on which the trials of the 
prisoners taken by Ethan Allen commenced at Westminster, 
a number of the citizens of New York, in Cumberland connty 
constituted Charles Phelps their agent to visit Governor Clin
ton, to repair to Congress, and to act for them in matters per
taining to the controversy, " as he in his prudence and discre
tion," should think proper. Knowing that a warrant had 
been issued for his arrest, and that the militia were endeavoring 
to take him, Phelps strove to avoid their vigilance and ulti
mately succeeded. Though desirons of visiting his family 
before proceeding on his mission, he was obliged to leave with
out seeing them. While on the road and before he had left 
the state, he was pursued by eight or ten men for several 
miles, but fortunately escaped. Having obtained a supply of 
clothing from his friends in Hadley, he made the best of his 
way to Poughkeepsie. On the same day Joel Bigelow, of 
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Guilford, left for the same place, for the purpose of acquainting 
Governor Clinton with the late proceedings. Travelling with 
greater expedition than Phelps, he reached Dutchess county 
before him, and, on the 15th of September, made a deposition 
before Justice .Melaneron Smith, concerning the conduct of 
the Vermonters, and the manner in which they had been 
received by the Yorkers. This deposition was immediately 
transmitted to the delegates in Congress from New York, with 
a request that it might be communicated to Congress as soon 
as possible, inasmuch as it .clearly evinced the necessity of a 
speedy determination of the boundary dispute, or at least of an 
interference which should preserve the public peace until the 
eontroveray could be finally decided.* 

In a letter dated the 16th of September, and accompanying 
the deposition, Governor Clinton announced it as a fact, " un
deniably true," that the government of New York and its 
subjects .on the "Grants," had strictly adhered to the recom
mendation of Congress " in abstaining from the exercise of' any 
authority over persons professing subjection .to the pretended 
state of Vermont." He detailed the advice which he was 
about to transmit to his oppressed fellow-citizens in Cumber
land county ; referred in a pointed manner to what he deemed 
the duty of Congress ; and concluded in these words :-" From 
the spirit and determination of the inhabitants of several towns 
on the east side of the mountains who have resolved to experience 
every inconvenience rather than swerve from their duty and 
allegiance to the state [of New York], until Congress declares 
the ' Grants' not to be comprehended within onr boundaries, I 
am induced to believe this [outrage] will lead to more serious 
consequences for which, however, I do not consider either the 
state or myself responsible." In a supplementary note of a 
private nature, the Governor requested the delegates, " withou~ 
mentioning this intimation," to read hls communicati9n 
publicly in ()ongress when the deposition should be introduced. 
" In a letter to you," he observed in explanation, " I can use a 
:freedom which in an address immediately to Congress might be 
conceived rather derogatory to their dignity • • • • I feel the 
honor of the state and myself hurt, that my repeated applica
tions to them for a decision of the controversy have been not 
only ineffectual but even unnoticed. Yon are fully sensible of 

• lrl8. Co'IIIDlillion and Deposition. 
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my situation, and of the condition of the state to 888ert its 
rights, and I flatter myself you feel for our unfortunate fellow
citizens who are thns exposed to outrage and injury. I have, 
therefore, only to add an earnest request, to use every means 
for inducing Congress to attend to this very important business. 
The unfortunate people who are now made prisoners by the in
surgents, having in every instance religiously adhered to the 
recommendation of Congress, conceive they have a just claim 
to their protection, and consequently look up to them for a 
speedy and effectual interposition for their relief."* 

Having dispatched the letters and depOsition to Philadelphia, 
Governor Clinton placed in the hands of Mr. Bigelow a com
munication directed to him, and intended for the perusal of the 
unfortunate sufferers by the "late outrage." The advice which 
he gave was well in keeping with the character of the man. 
" I would as heretofore," said he, " recommend to our friends, 
still to persevere in the line of conduct pointed out by the 
resolve of Congress, in abstaining from all acts of force or 
violence except when their immediate self-defence shall compel 
them to have recourse to resistance by arms. At the same 
time, should the government of the pretended state continue 
to hold the prisoners in confinement, I would then think it 
justifiable and advisable that attempts should be made for their 
release ; and if this cannot be effected, then that an equal 
number of the insurgents should be taken and brought to this t 
or any other place of security in the state, where they can be 
detained as hostages for. the security and indemnity of the sub
jects of this state whom they have made prisoners of."t 

The dispatches of Governor Clinton having been received at 
Philadelphia on the 20th, an attempt was made by the New 
York delegates to read them in Congress without delay, but a 
pressure of business of greater importance rendered this course 
impracticable. The person by whom the papers had been sent 
being apprehensive that his poverty would not pennit him to 
tarry long in Philadelphia, left without the information of 
which Clinton had hoped he would be the bearer. Assurances 
were however conveyed to the Governor of the interest which 
others beside himself felt in the result of the late occurrences. 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol xvi. d001. 4'161, 4'162. 
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"This new and unexpected violence," wrote the delegates, 
" offered in direct opposition to the recommendations of Con
gress to those peaceable citizens who have always strictly ad
hered to the same, and the dangerons consequences which may 
ensue from such evil examples, will, we trust, induce Congress 
immediately to interpose and exert their authority for the relief 
and protection of those unhappy people, our fellow-citizens, now 
made prisoners by a lawless power. Your Excellency may 
rest assured that we shall exert ourselves to the utmost for their 
relief, and that measures may be adopted for the future protec
tion of the adherents to our state who reside in that district of 
country."* 

In order that Governor Clinton might be fully informed of 
the conduct of the Vermonters, the depositions of Thomas Baker 
and David Lamb, two of the snfl'erers by the " late outrage," 
were sent to him by Samuel Bixby, the clerk of the New 
York convention of committees. In an accompanying communi
cation, dated the 22d, Bixby stated that the sentence which the 
prisoners had received was contrary to the laws of Vermont, as 
they were not taken under arms, which was the only condition 
on which their conduct was to be adjudged criminal. On this 
point, however, he was at fault, for the particular act under 
which they were arrested, denounced punishment against any 
one who should conspire against the liberty of the state, 
whether with arms or otherwise. He also referred to the 
illegality of the proceedings, whereby the same tribunal had held 
and swayed both the legislative and the executive power. And 
in this particular his remark was just, for it was by order of" 
the court, and not by legislative enactment, that the officers 
were empowered to seize the property of those against whom 
charges had been preferred, when it was ascertained that their 
persons could not be secured. The reply of the New York 
delegates, a part of which has been already recited, was received 
by Governor Clinton on the 27th, and the information which it 
contained was immediately transmitted by him, to the conven
tion of Cumberland county. In the few words of advice which 
he added, he, as on former occasions, counselled his friends to 
behave peaceably, and "not to have recourse to violence or 
force," unless the immediate defence of their persons and pro
perty should demand the employment of such measures. At 

• George Clinton Papet'l, tn N.Y. State Lib., vol rri., doce. <&'l'll,-i'l'lS. 
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the same time he wrote to Jonathan Hunt, who, ae sheriff of 
Windham county, had taken an aetive part in arresting the 
subjects of New York. He reminded him that the proceedings 
in which he had been engaged were in "direct opposition and 
contempt of the recommendations of Congress," .and warned him 
of the " dangerous consequences" which would ensue should 
he attempt to execute process againet those who refused to obey 
the laws of Vermont. • 

Soon after Governor Olinron had dispatched the messenger 
ro Philadelphia with the information which Bigelow had 
brought from Guilford, Charles Phelps arrived at Poughkeep
sie with accounts confirmatory of the reports which had pre
ceded him. Here he remained until the messenger returned 
from Philadelphia, when he made known his intention of pay· 
ing a visit to Congress. Oonceiving that his presence there 
would be of no service to the cause he was eager to advocate, 
and apprehending he would be " troublesome and perhaps 
burthensome" to those with whom he woUld necessarily be 
brought most in contact, Governor Clinton endeavored to dissuade 
him from going. Nothing could change his determination. 
Though the Governor declined writing by him, lest the delegates 
should suppose that his visit was made by the Governor's 
approbation, Phelps departed on the 1st of Ocrober, depending 
on his own resources for the assistance he should require. 

In conformity with the sentence that had been passed upon 
them, Church, Shattuck, Evans, and Timot;hy Phelps were re
leased from imprisonment on the 4th of October. They were 
then taken under a &tr<mg guard across Connecticut river into 
New Hampshire, where the sentence of banishment was read 
to them by Samuel A very, a Vermont deputy sheri1f. To this 
the penalty -of death was added, provided they should ever 
return. On the 94-th, the sheriff of Windham county was 
directed by a resolution of the General .Assembly, to sell their 
estates as confiscated property, and aoeept in payment, "due 
bills, pay-table orders, or .hard money." He was also directed 
to sell as much of the estates of those pel'SOns who had been 
indicted by the grand jurore of Windham county, as should 

• Soon after the ,receipt of this letter, inatigated either by feat or by doubts 
11 to the legality of hie eouree, Hunt resigned hia otlioe. Dr. Elbnah Day waa 
appointed in hie plaoe on the 1tlth of Oetober, 1782. MS. Accounts. Doe. Hiat. 
N. Y., iv. 1018, 1014. George Clinton Papers, in N.Y. State Lib., voL xvi. doc. 
•7sL Papen relaAng to Vt. CoDtrover.y, in otBee See. State .N. Y., p. 48. 
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aerve to· pay the expense of the JJ0886 comitatua; and was in
structed to " take the advice of the principal men of the county, 
and endeavor to levy such expense in proportion to the crimes 
and abilities of such delinquents." • 

During the confinement of the prisoners, the committees of 
Brattleborongh, Guilford, Halifa.x, and Marlborough, had been 
engaged in preparing a report of the grievances to which they 
had been snbjooted by reason of their adherence to the govern
ment of New York. This document was full in its details, and 
embraced the di8Cl18Bion of topics relattng as well to the con
dition of the whole state, as to the condition of Windham and 
Windsor counties. Among other crimination& contained in it, 
the General Assembly of Vermont were accUBed of entering 
into a treaty with the enemies of the United States, without the 
knowledge or consent of the people at large, and, when 
cluu-ged with the offence of :flatly denying that any such treaty 
had ever been commenced. Announcement was also made of 
the current belief that negotiations had been initiated with the 
British in Canada, for the purpose of transferring Vermont to 
the common enemy. The secret policy of the state was con
demned. Governor Chittenden's conduct was pronounced 
arbitrary. The acts of the Vermont Legislature were declared 
unauthorized. Taxes which had been levied for the purpose of 
supporting the government of Vermont were branded as unjUBt. 
The :flnances of the state were represented as impoverished in 
condition, and the officers to whom the duty of collecting 
money had been entrUBted were denounced as exacting and 
heartless meL In view of these charges, the committees expressed 
their sentiments in language plain and definite. " By a reso
lution of the Assembly of the state of New York, in October, 
1781, and one of March, 1789," said they," it appears that the 
state of New York are detennined to support their jm·isdiction 
over this territory ; and it being our opinion that it was gua
ranteed to them in the confederation by the other states, and 
that to them we owe our allegiance, we therefore conceive we 
&hall be highly to blame and of course involve ourselves in 
certain 1'tli.n, by resisting or opposing the authority of New 
York, since by so doing we shall oppose and resist the authority 
of Congress and of the thirteen United States, and bring ine
vitable destruction upon ourselves. To avoid these evils, we 
think it our indispensable duty to submit ourselves to the 
authority of the state ofNew York." 
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In the course of this statement of grievances, other actions of 
the government of Vermont were unsparingly condemned. 
The late legal enactments concerning those who acknowledged 
the jurisdiction of New York, were stigmatized with especial 
bitterness. " We are of opinion," said they, " that the most 
capital of all the proceedings of this old Green Mountain Core,* 
is their preparing a law especially for a certain set of people
who, while this territory was under the jurisdiction of New 
York, were orderly, gqod subjects to the state of New York, 
and who never before, when that jurisdiction was regularly 
supported here, nor since the setting up of this pt:etended new 
state, have ever joined the new state, but have ever adhered to 
the . state of New York-by which law they have made it 
treason to join any of the other states, or to refuse to adhere to 
the new state of V ennont." Conduct such as this they de
nounced as particularly heinous, since Congress had expressly 
ordered that the rulers of Vermont should exercise no authority 
over any person who was unwilling to acknowledge the juris
diction of that state. Continuing in this strain, they detailed 
the general effects of the treatment they had been compelled to 
undergo, and of the sufferings they had borne in behalf of New 
York, and concluded their statements in these words :-" We 
conceive there can be no way to ensure peace and prosperity to 
the people of these ' Grants,' but to put an end to their present 
policy and government. Perhaps in some future day it may be 
for the happiness of tlus part of the country to be made a 
separate jurisdiction, within such bounds and under such 
regulations as the United States in their wisdom shall see fit 
We think it will be very easy for Congress to point out a way 
in which justice may for the present be done to all the con
tending and different claims; but should matters be suffered to 
go on in the course they have now taken, we cannot imagine 
where they will end, unless it be in riots, tumults, disorder, and 
confusion, and most probably in bloodshed among ourselves."t 

Th.is statement of the associated committees was entrusted to 
Majors Shattuck and Evans on the 7th of October, to be by 
them presented to Governor. Clinton and the Legislature of 
New York. The two officers reached Poughkeepsie on the 
14th of October, and were courteously received by the Governor, 

• Corpe. 
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who listened with interest and attention to their representations. 
They furnished him with affidavits in which were embodied a 
full relation of the events which had led to the trial and im
prisonment of themselves and friends ; a particular state
ment of the conduct of Ethan Allen during the " late violent 
proceedings ;" and a few suggestions as to the cause of the ap
pearance of the British at the northward and westward. In 
their own defence they stated that they had never " made use 
of any force or violence to compel such of the inhabitants on the 
district called the New Hampshire Grants, who professed 
allegiance to the said usurped government, to renounce their 
allegiance thereto, or to submit to the government or authority 
of the said state of New York ; or by any act of force or 
violence interrupted or prevented the exercise of any authority 
under the said pretended state of Vermont over such persons as 
professed allegiance thereto." Governor Clinton immediately 
notified the information he had received to the New York 
delegates in Congress: In his letter to them, he enclosed 
copies of the papers which bad been furnished him by Shattuck 
and Evans. "I think they cannot fail," wrote he, referring to 
the depositions, " of making an impression on the min~ of 
Congress, not unfavorable to us."* 

Meantime Charles Phelps having reached Philadelphia, was 
busied in detailing his misfortunes to those who he hoped would 
be interested in relieving them. By his own solicitation he 
obtained permission to appear before the committee of Congress 
to whom had been referred the consideration of the troubles in 
Cumberland county, and on the 8th of October, at an evening 
seesion, was engaged for "two or three hours, with very little 
interruption," in recounting the transactions which bad been 
the cause of his visit. So important were the affidavits which 
he presented on this occasion, that the committee refused to 
report upon them until they should have been read in Congress. 
To this arrangement Ezra L'Hommedieu and James Duane
the two New York delegates then in attendance-were obliged 
to submit, although by so doing the pr.esentation of the report 
upon the statements made more than two weeks before was 
necessarily deferred. Not content with these efforts, Phelps in 
eharacter of agent for the convention of committees from the 
towns in Vermont loyal to New York, presented a memorial to 

• George Clinton Papel'l, in N. Y. State Ll"b., vol m doc. 4802. 
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Oongress on the lOth, in which he stated that his .constituents 
on the " Grants" had considered themselves protected by the 
resolutions of Congress passed on the 24t11 of September,. 1779, and 
on the 2d of J nne, 1780, and for this reason had acted in accord
ance with those resolations. He also declared his belief that the 
persons who had been imprisoned for refusing to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of Vermont would be sent 1b Canada. In his 
own behalf he prayed that measures might be taken to effect the 
restoration of his property.* 

On the 16th of October-one month from the date of Govern
or Clinton's letter to Oongrees· containing a notification of the 
outbreak in Cumberland ooUDty-the committee appointed by 
Oongress presented their report. At the same time aoother 
report W88' proposed 88 a substitute. These proceedings ended 
in a recommitment of the whole subject. A third report made 
by John Rutledge, on the 22d, in which he and his colleagues 
t'ecommended to· the people on the " Gra.D.t&" to abstain from 
all measures calculated to create disturbance,. was amended and 
laid aside for further consideration. 

Sinee their srri.vsl at Poughkeepsie, Shattuck snd Evans had 
~mained in the vicinity of that plaee, hoping to receive 
" accounts of the iBSue of the eontroveMy on the'' Grants ;' and 
that COngress had taken decided meuures fur the relief of their 
fellow eitd.zena in Cumberland county, and their protection in 
future against the violence of the Vermont party." Having 
been 888ured by a letter from Mr. L'Hommedieu of the 16th 
of October, that " no effeetnal measures " had been or pro
bably would be taken in Con~ until the geBeral question 
reapeeting jurisdiction should be determined, they concluded to 
extend their jotll'Dey to' Philadelphia and there await the event. 
In the letter of introduction which was furnished them by 
Govemor Cli.mion,. fnll approbation wa& expressed of the OOUl"8e 

they had :reaol"V'ed to adopt. "They, with several others, their 
neighbors," wrote> the Govemor to tile N-ew York delegates, 
" are stript of all their property and ba.nislied, and under the 
circumstances cannot think of seeing their families till they 
have made every effort for obtaining redress. They have 
determined therefore to go on to Philadelphia, in hopes that 
their presenee, and< the information they ean communicate, may 
assist in' bringing about a more speedy settlement of- this b1l8i-

• George Cllnton Paper~, in N. Y. State Lib., YoL X'fi. docl. trte, 4'li'l. 
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ness. I have helped them to a small sum of cash to defray 
their expenses and to prevent their being burthensome to you. 
It is unnece888ry to recommend them to your countenance and 
assistance. The cause they are engaged in, gives them the best 
assurance of this."* 

While Governor Olinton e:tercised especial care to send to 
Philadelphia copies of all the papere concerning the controversy 
which he received, the New York delegates never Mglected to 
bring his dispatches to the notice of Congress on the earliest 
occasion. By this means the topic of greatest interest to the 
perseeuted adherents of New York wae kept iu continual agita
tion. Though Congress were desirous that " intemal peace 
should be preserved, ae well betwelm tbe respectiYe members 
of the Union as within each district thereof," and even favored 
the appointment of a day for the final disposition of the question 
of jurisdiction, still they were unwilling that any measure should 
be taken in the pre~Jent emergency tending to prejudice the 
decision of Congress on the general question. To this cause 
must be attributed, in part, the delay with which every propo
sition for a thorough examination .,f the relative position of the 
two parties claiming jurisdiction on the " Grants," waa met. 
'While sentiments like these were prevailing in the minds of 
many of the delegates, Shattuck and Evans appeared in Phila
delphia, and on the 28th af October laid their petition before 
Congress. In this document they briefly rehearsed the history 
of the difiroulties which they had been obliged to encounter; 
referred to the " fifty persons having families," who had been 
driven from their homes, and who were then "wandering about 
in the utmost distress ;" mentioned the fOrbearance which the suf
ferers had exhibited in refr&Wing from "acts of retaliation ;" and 
asked for aid, and for the restoration of their poesessions to those 
who had been deprived of them by the late transactions of the 
people of V ennont. Nor did they scruple to refer to their own 
destitution, and to the immediate inconveniences to which they 
were exposed, on account of a waat of money, and of the difficulty 
of supporting themselves in Plliladelphia where necessity had 
obliged them to repair for jusOOe. Though but little was to be 
expected from Congress until the general course which· they 
were to follow in the controversy should be fixed, yet the peti
tioners were not allowed to suffer. "They are very decent men 

• Geor!Je OliDtoD Papen, in N. Y. State LtD., ToL :ni. d001. 4808, 4t8U. lrfS8. 
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and are treated with respect," wrote Mr. L'Hommedien, and 
subsequent events proved that private mean$ were at their ser
¥ice, though the aid of Congress was denied them.* 

The committee of Congress to whom had been referred the 
letter of the 16th of September from Governor Clinton, the 
deposition of Joel Bigelow, the memorial of Charles Phelps, and 
a number of other papers, presented another report on the 5th 
of November, in which several important alterations and addi
tions had been made. A.t the same time the consideration of 
the report which had been made to Congress on the 17th of 
April previous, recommending the admission of Vermont into 
the Union, was called for. After a lengthened discussion, all 
that portion of the subjeet relating to an ultimate adjustment 
of difficulties by an acknowledgment of the independence of V er
mont as a separate state was postponed. The COD&ideratio:q of 
the question whether " the people inhabiting the territory called 
Vermont " had relinquished their claims to the Eastern and 
Western Unions was declared necessary and proper before 
arguing the questions which depended upon it. Referring to 
the action of Congress on this occasion, Mr. L'Homme
dieu expressed a wish that since the general question had been 
thus laid aside, Congress would take measures to preserve the 
peace of the disturbed district. The constituency of his own state, 
many of the inhabitants on the "Grants," and no inconsiderable 
number of the members of Congress avowed the same desire, 
and anxiously awaited the time when the present difficulties at 
least, should be ended. 

Believing fully in the innate strength of petition, Charles 
Phelps did not cease to besiege Congress with missives suppli
catory, missives memorial, and missives remonstrative. On the 
6th of November he besought Congress "for a continental relief 
of money and clothing for his necessitous circumstances." In 
order to prove the validity of the grounds upon which he asked 
for aasistance, he stated that when leaving home in some haste, 
he had been pursued several miles by eight or ten of the V er
mont "light infantry ;" that he barely made his es~cape from 
" those armed pursuers';" that ].,, ,.;as " necessitated to borrow 
a great part of his necessary apparel fifty mileR £rom home;" 
that his garments were Iiow nearly worn out, his money almost 
exhausted, and the debts which he had been forced to contract 

• George ainton Papers, in li. Y. &ate Lib., voL rri. doca. 48111, .Sil, 4813, 
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for the support of himself and horse unpaid. Although his con
dition required the aid for which he sought, yet Congress did 
not deem themselves bound to heed his requests, and the peti. 
tion was dismissed. It is probable that a similar petition prefer. 
red by Shattuck and Evans was treated in a similar manner. 
On the 13th of November, the day preceding that on which the 
congressional committee were to report concerning the condition 
of the " Grants," Mr. L'Hommedieu wrote to Governor Clinton. 
Referring to the 14th, he observed:-" After that time I shall 
advise Messrs. Phelps, Shattuck, and Evans to retum, as it will 
answer no purpose for them to continne longer in this expen~ 
sive place. They have spent all their money and are consider. 
ably in debt; whi~h in their petition they have mentiolted, but I 
believe will have no relief in that respect, more than in the 
other, from Congress."* 

A portion of the report on Governor Clinton's letter of the 
16th of September, and on the petitions of Phelps, Shattuck, and 
Evans, had been already referred to a committee of three for 
further consideration .. In a second report presented on the 14th 
of NoveiUber, the committee Btated "that the ID.e!i9UreB com
plained of in the papers above mentioned, were p~b&:bly occa
sioned by the state of New York having lately iSsued commis
sions, both civil and military, to persons resident in the district 
called Vermont." With this opinion for a basis, they proposed 
the following resolutions:-

"That it be recommended to the state of New York to revoke 
all commissions, either civil or military, which have been issued 
by the said state since the month of May last, to persons residing 
in the district called Vermont, as described in the resolves of 
the 7th and 20th of August, 1781. 

" That it be recommended to the persons exercising the pow
ers of government within the said district, to make full and 
ample satisfaction to Charles Phelps, William Shattuck, ·and 
Henry Evans, and to all otheni in a similar predicament, for the 
damages which they have sustained in person and property, in 
consequence of the measures .taken against them in the said dis
trict, and to suffer them to return to their habitations, and to 
remain unmolested in the district aforesaid. 

" That it be recommended to the state of New York, and to 
the personS exercising the powers of government within the 

• .Tournala of Am. Consr-, iii. 102. George Clinton Papert, in N. Y. State 
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district aforesaid, to adhere to the recommendations of Oongress 
contained in their resolve of September 24, 1779, until a deci
sion shall be had by Congress on the subject referred to them 
by the said state of New York and the said district of V ennont." 

However jl18t these resolutions might have appeared to those 
who proposed them, yet they failed to obtain the concurrence 
of CongreBs. A motion to agree to the first resolution was lost, 
a motion to recommit the second was negatived, and, on a final 
vote, the consideration of the remainder of the report was post
poned. On none did the immediate effects of this refusal to 
reimbnrse ~e sufi'ering Yorkers fall more heavily than on the 
three petitioners, who, for several weeks, had awaited at Phila
delphia, patiently and amid poverty, the decision of Oongrea 
Tlaeir indebtedness, owing to the expensiveness of living, had 
increased to such an extent that they were nnable to meet it. 
On the 15th of November an attempt was made by the New 
York delegates to relieve their necessities by borrowing a hun
dred dollars ·on the ~redit of the state. "If this plan fails," 
wrote James Duane, "it is more than probable they will lose 
their liberty, as they have already done their property, for it is 
out of iny power to aid them." On the 17th the same gentle
man inf{)rmed Clinton that "the distreBS of Phelps having been 
brought to a crisis,., nothing was left but to borrow " for his 
and his _unfortunate companions' support." The desired loan 
was effected; the ·debts of the trio whose vi!it had given:" infi
nite uneasiness" to their friends in Philadelphia were diSehatged; 
and the fear of imprisonment for debt was brought to an en<L 

AB there was but little expectation that any resolution eonld 
now be obwned which would prove favorable to the Yorkers, 
the main reason for the delay of their agents in an expensive 
citQ was removed. Desirous of visiting their families, provided 
they eould do so with safety, Shattuck 11.nd Evans set out on 
their retnm home on the 19th. Phelps, on the contrary, ho~ 
iQ.g to be able to accomplish by importunity what he had failed 
to perform by petition and remonstrance, determined to remain. 
The two former reached Poughkeepsie on the 28d ; detailed to 
Governor Clinton an account of their visit ; and confirmed the 
report which had already reached him of their failure to im
press upon Congress the necessity of prompt and decisive action 
in restoring to the Y orkel'B their homes and po88e88ione. * 

• JOUlllall of .Am. Cong., iT. 106, 106. George Clinton Papera in N. Y. State 
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Evans now determined to return to Guilford, in spite of the 
penalties denounced against him in case he should ever again 
enter within the bordel'8 of Vermont. Shattuck, more cautious, 
~oncluded to obey the decree of banishment until he should 
receive further accounts from Philadelphia. With his accus
tomed kindneu, Governor Clinton wrote a letter to Cot Timo
thy Church, on the 94th, as an endol'l!ement of any statements 
which Shattuck or Evans might make relative to the views oi' 
Congress concerning the present unfortunate troubles. "These 
gentlemen," observed Clinton, referring to them, " have had 
an opportunity which I long wished them to have of being ac
quainted with the sentiments of the different members of Con
gress respecting our controvel'By with the pretended state of 
Vermont, aa they are thereby enabled to form a judgment, 
founded on their own knowledge o~facts, of what will be the 
probable issue of a dispute in which they are so deeply. inte
rested. This rendel'8 it unnecessary for me to say anything on 
a subject of which they will be able to give so full and satisfac
wry information, and I have therefore only to repeat what I 
often suggested, that much will depend on the conduct of the 
good subjects of this state on the 'Grants,' whose firm and 
steady adherence to their duty and allegiance I would flatter 
myself will soon be rewarded by a determination that will re
lieve them from their present distresses, and guard them against 
future oppression." Reaching home on the 1st of December, 
Evans, to use his own language, " found the people in a very 
broken situation." It was observed, however, that the effect of 
his statements, and of the clear and honest declarations of Gover
nor Clinton, were temporarily beneficial in removing the gloom 
which had been caUBed by long continued disappointment.* 

Various attempts were made to resume the consideration of 
the report of the committee to whom had been referred the 
report of a former committee on the letter of Governor Clinton, 
of September 16th, and the accompanying docliJDents. The 
subject was at length brought before Congress on the 5th of 
Deeember, but its consideration was again postponed. Follow
ing the declaration of this postponement, a motion was made 
by ThoiD88 McX:e~, of Delaware, and seconded by Alexander 
Hamilton, of New York, in these words :-

" Wbereaa it appeara to Congress, by authentic documents, 

• George Clinton Papen in N. Y. State Lib., vol rri. doc. 486i. 
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that the people inhabiting tbe district o£ eouutry -on tAe west 
side of Connecticut rivell', commonly called the New Hampebire 
Grants, ud claiming. to be an independent atatie, -in oontempt 
of the authority of Congress, nd in direct vi9lation ~ the J'eBOo 

lotions of the 24th of September, 1779, and of. the 2d of· JUBe, 
1780, did, in the month of Septembel' last, proceed to exercise 
jurisdiction· over the penK>DB and properties of son dry. inhabit
ants of the said district, professing themselvea to be subjectB of, 
and to owe allegiance to the state of New York, by me&ll8 
whereof dive.r& of them have been condemood to banishment, not 
to return on pain of death and· confiscation of eett.te ; and othera 
have been fined in large BW118 and otherwiae·deprived of. pro-
perty ; therefo~ • . . 

" Reeolyed, That the said acts and pl'Oeeedinga of, tile said 
people, being highly derogatory to the authority of dle l!Jnited 
States, and dangerous to the confederacy, require the immediate 
and decided interposition of Congress,. for the pl'OMctioo and 
relief of such as hawe suffered by them, and. for preaerving 
peace in the said district, until a decision· shall be had of the 
controversy, relative to the jurisdiction of the same. 

" That• the people inhabiting the said district claiming to be 
independent, be, and: they are hereby, required, without delay, 
to make full and ample restitution to Timothy Church,. Timothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans,· William Shattuck, and such others as 
have been condemned to banishment and con.fi.seati<XJ. of estate, 
or have otherwise been deprived of property since the 1st day 
of September lut, for the damages they have sustained by the 
acts and· proceedings aforesaid ; and that they be not molested 
in their peJ'I!OllS or properties, or tooir retum to their habitations 
in the said district. 

"That the United States will•t&ke eft'eetoal measures·to en.: 
force· a compliance· with the aforesaid resolutions,· in case the 
same shall be disobeyed by the people of thtJ aid district. 

" That no persons holding commissions under the state of New 
York, or under the. people of· the· said district claiming to be 
independent; enrciso · any amhority over the persons and p~ 
perties · or any inhabitanta in the said district, contrary to the 
forementio~ resolutions of the 24th of September, 1719,.aud 
the 2d of June, 1780.-· 

" 'l'tlat U1 copy of thG·fbregoing resolutions· bEJ ~d · to 
Thomas Chittenden, Esq., of Bennington, in the district afore
said, to be cpmmunicated to the people thereof." 
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Before the vote was taken on this rrtotion, an attempt was 
made to amend the first resolution, and to strike out the whole 
of the resolution relating to the determination of the United 
States to enfOrce the decrees which Congress had passed on the 
subject of the controversy. These suggestions were not received 
with favor, and on the qneaticin to agree to the original motion, 
an affirmative decision was obtained. · . 

The hostility of Congress at this time towards the leading men 
in Vermont, was made especially apparent in connection with 
these transaetions. As the Secretary of War was about to visit 
his family in Massachusetts, David Ramsay of South Carolina, 
moved a resolution on the lOth of' December, instructing that 
gentleman "to take Vermont in his way," and carry a report 
of the doings of the 5th of December to Mr. Chittenden. Al
though it was urged that such a course would insure the deli
-very of the papers, serve to conciliate the opposition, and afford 
the means of obtaining certain knowledge of the Vermonters, 
yet the proposition was strenuously resisted, the opinion of many 
being that such an act would tend to degrade a high servant of 
the United States, and to give an unwarranted importance to the 
claims of Vermont to sovereignty and independence. The objec· 
tions prevailed, and as Congress appeared unwilling to make spe
cial provision for transmitting the resolutions, the President of 
Congress gave notice that he should send them to the comman
der-in-chief to be forwarded by him .to their place of destina
tion. Though they were regarded as an index of the sentiments 
of Congress, yet the condition of the United States, and the dread 
of the common foe tended greatly to diminish their effect. In 
their letter, announcing the action of Congress, the New York 
delegates frankly confessed that they could not "absolutely rely 
upon the exMution of the coercive part" of the resolutions. A 
similar opinion was entertained by all who were best acquaint
ed with the political condition of the Union.* 

As was his custom, whenever any measure was adopted per
taining to his constituents on the " Grants," Governor Clin
ton transmitted a copy of the late resolves, to the convention 
composed of the committees of the towns of Bratileborongh, 
Gtrllford, Halifax, and· Marlborough. Accompanying the 

. • .Joarnala Am. Oong., iv. 112, 118, 114. Madiacm Papen, i 2181 228, 180. 
George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol ni. doo. 4888. Slade's Vt. State 
Papen, pp. 177, 178. Papei'B relating to Vt. Controvei'By, in office Sec. StateN, 
1., p. 49. 
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resolves, was a letter, dated the 23d of December, whose con
tents were evidently intended for the guidance and oouaoi. 
tion of those who had been and who still were faithful to New 
York. The sound, energetic, and scholarly ideas of the patriot 
Governor, as expressed in this thoughtful and well-prepared 
production, were in these words :-

"I have the pleasure of transmitting you sundry resolutions 
of Congress, passed in consequence of the outrages lately com
mitted by the usurped government of Vermont on the su.bjecfB 
of this state in Cumberland county. I should have been happy 
could a final determination of the controvel'By respecting the 
jurisdiction of the district of the New Hampshire Gr&Dts, have 
been obtained; but as this could not at present be effected, I 
:flatter myself the present measure, as it is calculated to pre
serve the peace of that district until such a decision c:an be had, 
and ensure justice to our distressed fellow citizens for the da
mages they have sustained, will prove acceptable, and the more 
especially as it evinces a disposition which promises an equita
ble and favorable issue to the controver&y, which issue I ha.ve 
the fullest confidence will ere long take place. 

" You will observe that one of the present resolutions pro
hibita the exercise of authority by either party over the other, 
contrary to the resolutions of the 24th of September, 1779, and 
the 2d of June, 1780. This repetition of the sense of Congrees, 
became necessary to remove the false impreaJ~iou which the 
leaders of the usurped government had made on the minds of 
the people by insinuations which you well know they indus
triously propagated that those resolutions no longer existed, and 
that Congress never intended to enforce them. By these means, 
they not only led many into the violent and unwarrantable 
measures which they had in contemplation, but discouraged onr 
friends from a justifiable resistance. My sentiments are so fully 
and explicitly expreBSed as to the line of conduct to be puraued 
by those in your district holding commissions or offices under 
this government, as to render it altogether unnecessary now to 
repeat them. The good consequences which have already re
sulted from the part yon have acted, as well as reepect for the 
great Council of America, will, I am per&uaded, induce th~ 
holding commissions under this state, still to persevere in paying 
a strict ~mpliance to the recommendations of Congress, by ex
ercising authority only over those professing themselves to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to this state. 
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"To obviate any excuse that may be oft'ered by the pretend
ed &tate, in C&H they should delay complying with the resolu
tion directing restitution to Colonel Church and the other suf
feren, I would suggest the propriety of immediately ca~g 
fair and reasonable accounts to be made out, of the damages 
sustained by them respectively ; would have the same attested 
to, by the parties, before a magistrate ; and (retaining true 
copies), would transmit the originals by a person who will be 
able to swear to the delivery thereof, to Tbom811 Chittenden, 
Esq.. That these accounts may have every appearance of truth 
and candor, I would advise that besides the attestations of the 
party, they be also testified to be just and reasonable, by as many 
persons of reputation as from their knowledge of the charges 
ean with propriety give such certificates. 

"By the resolution directing restitution, you will also observe 
that the penons banished are not to be molested in their persons 
OJ' property on their return to their habitations. They would, 
therefore, be justifiable in returning immediately, but I would 
advise a delay sufficie.Rt for the promulgation of the resolutions of 
Congress on this subject in the district, lest insults might be com
mitted upon. them by there volters, and ignorance pleaded in ex
cuse. It is probable, however, that the resolutions will be suffi
ciently known before this can reach you, and that a further delay 
in a matter 80 interesting to the sufferers may not be necessary. 

" I would fain flatter myself with a hope of a voluntary return 
of the mass of the people in your county to their dnty and allegi
ance. I am convinced that there are many in your county well 
attached to the cause of America at large, that have been led 
from their duty and allegiance by the artful insinuations of 
designing and wicked men, who either wish to subjugate that 
district ro British tyranny, or to gratify their own ambition and 
pride by establishing an independency which, while it would 
enrich and aggnmdize a few, would distress and ruin the great 
bulk: of the people. These men I could wish might be recovered 
from their delusion, and that the conduct of oul' friends tow~ 
them might at all times be such as shall appear II106t likely to 
effect 80 desirable. an end. You must be sensible of the unal
terable determination of the state to secure the inhabitants their 
property under whatever title it may be desirE)d; and should 
the late act for this purpose be defective in any particular, or 
subject to the least reasonable objection, I may venture to assure 
them, that on their discovering a disposition to return to their 
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duty, every jlU!t·cmtee'of·cO"mplaint (if any still exists) will be 
·beard and rerp.oved ; .and ~is. !de& I wish may 'be impressed 
upon their minds; ~- well_'as ttre da!lger to which they are 
exposed by persevering in their preeent-nrijustifiable opposition. 
Be watchful at' the Aame tiine ot the eonduct of those that are 
disaffected to the Hberties 6f .Ainerlca, ()£ whom, from late a 
well as former discdveriee,- I have the beat reaon to believe 
there are many leading characters in yom quarter. 

"The Legislatare will meet the · fttBt Tuesday ot next month 
at Kingston, and it wotdd a.tfOrd them much· satisfaction to :find 
that the meaanres they have adopted ·lor quieting tlie diso~rs 
in the northeastern parte of this st8te have not proVed inef
fectual."* 

Such were the principles whiCh,· in the View · of Governor 
Clinton, were to be maintained by hi! eomtitnents. Such the 
course of conduct they were bound to pureue, until they ahonld. 
'find themselves unable to withstand the eollected: ·for~ of the 
government and people of the new state of Vermont. But 
before this letter had reached its deslination, or Governor Chit
tenden had been informed' of the passage of the resolves or the 
5th of December, an event had occ'ttrred, wrthin the disputed 
territory, which evinced the determination not only of the ·Ver-: 
monters to enforce the decrees with which they had threatened 
tllose persons whom they had banished from the state, but ol 
'the Yorkers also to resist the efforts :ntade to· subdu·e 1!hem. 

· The return of Evans had already induced the belief thaf the 
rigorous punishment which had been denounced -against him 
and hi1;1 complinions -would not be carried into execution. This 
belief 'Was strengthened;· and new· life wM· now given: to t11e 
adherents of New York, by t'he am'\'al ()f Colonel Ohurch and 
Major Shatt)lck. •n1e· latter· reachea his home in Halifax ort 
the 15th of December, and on the same d'ay *'as informed that 
the authorities of Y erinont had detennmed' to tHs}tOSI!ei!S Daniel 
Shepardson of Guilford, a: subject ·of New York,· (1r pntl hi8 
houge down. Aroused' by these reports; Shattnek and' a nmn ber 
6f hia friends met on the everiing· of the 17th; and resolved to 
protect Shepardson frotn violence. While prepara~o'ns were 
on foot for carrying this desigri into' execution, intelligence was 
received, on· the morning of the 18th, of the capt'nre of Church 
by the Yermontel'S'. Upoti this Shattuck changeil his plan,·pro. 

• George Clinton Papel'll, in N. Y. State Lib., vol rri. dOC: 489'-
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cooded -to·Griil1btd,·l'lliaed bvo oomp.Uee of men, and, for the 
purpote <>f retaliation, endeavore.d. to arrest. Col. Bm1jamin Car
penter iand a oon&in Major Sl.epa7dson,. ·the former the late 
Lieu en nt,Governor of V ermon , and the latter a staunch 
sup rter of i :uthority. Failing in this undertaking, hat
tuck and his men enter d the dwellin~ of those whom they had 
intended to eapture, seized their arms, coinmitted other depre
dations of a similar character, and returned home. Not content 
with the resnlt of this expedition, Shattuck and his party made 
soother on the night of the 20th, took John Bridgman, one of the 
judg £1 the county court, prisoner, and brought him to Guih 
:ford. On the following day Bridgman was released on parole. 
By the tenils of the parole agreement he was allowed to vi ·t 
the tate's Attorney, the Governor, and the Council ofV ermont, 
fi r the purpose of procuring the freedom of Col. Chnrclt Should 
h succeed, Ws own liberty wa to be granted him. Should he 
fail he waa to return by the 2d of January, 1~ S. 

F :iring that a civil wur waa about to break out, Col. John er-
eant of the Vermont militia ordered several companies in his 

regiment to rend zvous at Brattleborongh, in order, as was after
wards stated in the muster roll , " to suppre in urrections and 
disturbances then subsisting in those parts." The Y rkers 
meanwhile continued to hold their men under arms. On the 
night of the 23d of December, they received information that 
tho Vermont soldiery were preparing to attack th m. Havin0 

placed his men in ambush, Shattuck awaited the approach of 
llis opponents. But his expectations were not realized. The 

erm nt · itia, while on their march, were surprised by a 
party of ix men, the: vabguard, as ·tboy mpposed, of' a cone led 

nemy, bu in reality a deta<lhment of theiv owll! friends. Dis:
pe ing in all directions, they did not discover thdh~ errol' until 
it w too late to ootrect it. 0onVinced tha no benefit could 
arise to eith r party fromt the pUl'Sllit of hostile measm- the 

ermonters-on th follow.ing.day sent am nger to e Yorkel'IJ, 
with propos for a treaty. '1.1he Yorkers replied that, if the 
V ennonters desired peace, they might oome to them and pro
pose the terms. 

The result qf thelia negotiations was the confirmation of an 
agreement,. which had l:ieeu drawn up and signed on the 20th, 
by Zadock Granger, and Simeon Edward , m behalf of the 
V rmont party. In the preamble to tbis docuniebt, the signers 
rehearsed the considerations which had induced them to engage 

Digitized by Coogle 



4:76 [178i. 

in an agreement of this character ; referred to the " uhappy 
dift'erences about the right of juri8dietion," aa the cause of all 
the difficulties between the eon11icting parties ; alluded to the 
probability of the " decisive determination by Oongreea," of the 
long continued dispute ; deprecated the hostile me88UJ'88 which 
had been, and were then pUl8ned by men who were ''in anna 
against each other ;'' and expressed a desire to prevent "JDi&. 
chiefs and miseries,'' &Dd to eosure peace and the public good. 
In view of these reasons, and in consideration of the engagement 
of the leaders of the New York party, that their adhereBts 
should be immediately dispersed, and should "rise no more" to 
disturb the people of V ennont unless m~ted by them, and on 
the further condition that either Colonel Church, or Judge 
Bridgman should return by the 2d of January, 1783-they, u 
men of honor and influence, agreed to exert their " utmost 
endeavors" in preventing the people of Vermont from molesting 
the New York party ; promised to inform Joseph Peck of Guil
ford, a captain in the New York militia, should any furce be 
sent by the Vermont p&rty to oppose the New York party 
before the let of February, 1783; and bound themselves to 
write to Governor Chittenden, requesting him to "let matten 
rest" according to this engagement. 

Repairing to Governor Chittenden, Bridgman endeavored to 
obtain from him, and the Council of V erm.ont, advice as to the 
COUl'8e he should pursue in this emergency. But the oracles 
were dumb, and after nine days of useless expostulation he 
returned. His parole waa renewed on the 2d of January, 1783, 
but his success in endeavoring to learn the sentiments of the 
mlers of the state, as to the meaDS by which he should procure 
permanent relief, was no· bette..- on a second attempt. On the 
18th of January his parole was again renewed, to continue 
"'during the good ple~re" of Governor· Clinton. The reluc
tance of Governor Chittenden to reply categorically to the 
inquiries of Bridgman was not strange._ Many of the Vermont
ers in the towns where the Yorkers were most nUJDeliOUS, were 
-inclined to treat them kindly, hoping iD. this JnaDBel' to efFect 
what could not be accomplished by force. Chittenden's views 
towards them were severe in the extreme. In this dilemma 
policy dictated silence. as to his opinion of the condition and 
eonduct of Bridgman. · 

An idea of the peculiar character of this unique Governor, 
who, although partially deprived of sight, and fOl' this reaaoa 
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familiarly known as "One-eyed Tom," wu possessed of all thQ 
penetration, common sense, dii!Cl'etion, and policy, which his 
peculiar position demanded, may be obtained from a perusal 
of one of his characteristic epistles. As soon as Church-who 
had dared to return to the place whence he had been for ever 
banished-was arrested, he was deliver~d to Col Stephen R. 
Bradley, who sent him under a etroug guard to Governor Chit
tenden at Arlington. In answer to a note from the Colonel 
detailing the reasons of the arrest, Chittenden, on the 24th of 
December, 1782, replied :-"I received your letter with the 
prisoner, and approve of your conduct. Have sent to Colonel 
Robinson to call the Superior conrt immediately foF his trial, and 
I hope and truat justice will be done him •. I have sent twelve 
ponnds powder agreeable to your request. As to sending or 
ol"4iering a standing force to Guilford, I had rat.Ber 1WNJ tliem 
[the Yorken] ooe by one, until they are all extirpated from the 
face of the earth. However, I wait for the returns of the officers 
that commanded the JHNI88 (which will soon be) to send orders 
to the sheriff to collect the :fin~ and eoet, when, if they con
tinue obstinate, a force m111t accompany the sheriff snfllcient 
to silence them. I am not without hopes that the consequences 
of Church's trial will have some good effect on his connections." 
Such was the aspect in which the Governor of Vermont viewed 
the conduct of his opponents. 

Hoping to obtain a remiesion of the punishment to which he 
had become amenable, Ohurch addressed a petition to the people 
of Vermont on the 28th of December, in which he detailed the 
reasons which had led him to return. Knowing well the 
nature of the risk which he incUl'J'ed by his rashness, he 
declared that his visit had been instigated not by any contempt 
for state authority, but by "the tender feelings" natural to a 
parent, who, when his family are destitute of the necessaries of 
life and borne dowa by sickness, desires to relieve their 
distl'eBBeB. He owned that he had at one time subscribed the 
" ftoeeman's oath," and acknowledged that he had subsequently 
oppoeed the government of Vermont. Though studiously 
refraining from any confession of error, he prayed for " pardon 
and forgivenees," and that he might be "admitted to his for
mer freedom, liberty, and privileges." But his concessions, 
artful and non-committal, were ill-calculated to influence the 
minds of Governor Chittenden and the Council io. his favor ; 
while the faithleesness to which he confessed, tended to lower 
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him in their estimation. "-The V ormonters o.verthe mountain," 
wrot~ the committee of Guilford, on the 17th of January, 1783, 
" still bo(d Coloool Church as prisoner; and Colonel Samuel 
Fletcher, one of the V ennont Co11Doil, informs us -that Oolonel 
Church ie to be hanged." His prospects had not improved in 
the beginnhig of Febrnary, for on the 6th of that mooth 
Governor Olin ton, in a i.ettel' .to Colonel Floyd, said of Ohnreh : 
" He is still held in .close ooofinement and threatened with 
execution." On the 22d of the 88mt month William Shattuck 
testified in an- aflldavit, that " it W88 the intention of the V er
montel'B to execute Col.. Timothy Ohnrch, who was still in con
finement in Bennington- Gaol." Though neither Governor 
Chittenden nor the Oouncil would have dared to punish the 
prisoner with death, yet they deemed it of advaDtage to p~ 
mulgate a report of this nature, hoping therebf to intimidate 
others who were -ready to oppose the authority of V.ermont.* . 

The resolutions of the 5th of December, 178i, having been 
industriously published throughout the extent of Vermont, 
received from those who owe4 allegiance to that government 
the fullest condemnation. Thomas Frink, a physician, ·residiug 
in Keene, New Hampshire, in detailing a oonver88tion which he 
had held in January, 1'183, with Paul Spooner, at that time the 
Deputy Governor of V-ermont, declared that the latter had 
avowed his determination to support and defend the stae; to 
execute its laws peremptorily; to aid in pUBishing offendel'B; 
and to act as heretofore he and hie friends had done, • notwith
standing the late congressional resolves. To Frink's queltion 
whether the V ermontel'B would dare to put to ·death tiaoE 
persons whom they had banished, provided they should return, 
Spooner answered that the people had made laws, and would 
be fools if they did not execute them W'hen tr&Dsgressed. On 
the 16th of the same. month, Colonel Bradley of W eetminster, 
with some of his townsmen, being in company with a number 
of men from Walpole at the former place, the mp of dle 
party rose to so high a pitch, while discuSBing the efuncter of 
the late resolves, that many of them "damned the Congreaa, 
and for the toast drank their confusion, and the health of King 
George the Third of England." Bradley then asked his Wal· 
pole friends whether they would assist -the Vermont party in 

• George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., vol svU. d001. 4909, 4810, 49:!6. 
MS. MUlter Rolle. Various lriSS. 
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ca e a continental force should be sent to enforce the ecree& 
of Congress. .At the same time he declared that the Vermont 
people would resi t . any force which should be sent against 
them for that purpose, and that the inhabitants of Berkshire 
county, in Massachusetts1 would aid them in the struggle. In 
language characteristic and expressive, Samuel Robinson, of 
Bennington, a leading man in the state, remarked that "the 
Vermonters are a Fh:en a Pill that will make theY orkers hum." 
Other Vermonters declared that "they would make Congress 
bite their fingers." With a similar reference to some project yet 
undefined, Phi~eas Freeman, an ensign in tl1e Vermont militia, 
prophesied in January, that "something would turn up within 
a month more detrimental to the Y ork.ers t.han anything that 
had ever happened to them before," and added that "theY ork
ers would not be so fmid a .month hence of calling themselves 
Yorkers as they had been heretofore." .A deposition of Charles 
Phelps confirmed these statements. The people of Vermont 
"are determined to fight," said he, "in opposition to the resolves, 
if any forces are sent to impel them to a submission thereto." 

In Windham county the citizens of Vermont were at special 
pains to spread reports of the measures they were prepared to 
adopt, should any demonstrations be made against them. In 
order to weaken the cause of their opponents, they endeavored 
to persuade them that there was no honor in the character of 
Governor Clinton ; no faith ill the promises of Congress ; and 
tl1at Congress possessed no ability to carry their resolves into 
execution. They also asserted that New York was unable to 
defray the expenses of her militia service; was destitute of any 
legislative acts by which to regulate it; and that there was no 
provisiou of Congre~ relative to false imprisonment or banish
ment, which gave the right to pass such decrees as those of the 
5th of December. To the e representati.pns tp.~y added threats 
of a nature which not only excited uspi~ions uqfavorable to 
their loyalty to the American cause, but hnpl,anted in many 
minds the belief that Vermont would become a British province 
provided Congress should endeavor to divide her territory be
tween the contending states, or enforce laws which she deemed 
obnoxious or unjust. 

The views of Governor Clinton at tllis period were ill calcu
lated to lessen the despondency of the New York adherents. 
"The usurped government of Vermont," wrote he, on the 6th 
of February, to CoL Floyd, then in Congress," hq.ve not, and I 
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may venture to assert will not, comply with the late resolutions 
of Congress, which their leaders feign to treat with the utmost 
contempt. I am informed they openly assert that they have 
intimations from members of Congress, that notwithstanding the 
threats held out in the resolutions, no coercive measures will be 
pursued to enforce obedience to them. By these means they 
encourage their adherents, who begin to despond, to the show 
of resistance." Numerous affidavits trom reliable sources con
firmed the opinions here expressed, and enforced the conviction 
that Congress were powerless to compel obedience to the re
solves of the 5th of December, within the tenitory of the New 
Hampshire Grants. In a few instances an opposite sentiment 
was entertained. On one occasion a certain Samuel Warriner, 
a Vermont justice of the peace, declared that he did not believe 
Vermont could " stand a state" unless the leading men in her 
government should sn bmit to the late determination of Congress. 

Unwilling to yield while the least chance of success remained, 
the convention of committees from the towns owing allegiance 
to New York assembled at Guilford on the 17th of January, 
and appointed Daniel Shepardson their agent and bearer of 
dispatches to Govemor Clinton. "We understand," said they, 
in one of the communications with which he was entrusted, 
" that the Vermonters do not intend to pay any regard to the 
resolutions of Congress, and we humbly beg and pray that the 
United States will take very speedy measures that the resolves 
of Congress be put into execution ; for unless they are, we must 
of necessity fall a prey to Vermont, and we would inform your 
honors that the major part of the people this side of the moun
tain will renounce Vermont provided Congress will protect 
them." Referring to the peculiarity of their situation, they 
acknowledged their inability to act without giving offence, and 
as they had done on former occasions, so now, they begged his 
Excellency to point out to them that course of conduct which 
would be of most advantage to themselves and least displeasing 
to their opponents. 

By the same messenger went a letter, dated the 19th of Ja
nuary, from Henry Evans, one of the four against whom sen
tence of banishment had been passed, but who, having dared to 
return home, was allowed to remain unmolested. Comparing 
the sentiments of the people of Eastem and Western Vermont, 
he observed :-" I am credibly informed that the Vermont au
thority over the mountain holds Congress and all their resolves 

Digitized by Coogle 



1788.] LETl'EB OF OHIITEI!IDEN TO THE PBESIDENT OF OONGB.ESS. 481 

in scorn and contempt. The Vermonters on this side the moun
tain say they will adhere to Congress, though they should re
nounce Vermont." For these reasons which he deemed cor
rect, although, as far as the maj01ity of the inhabitants residing 
on the Connecticut were concerned, they were unwarranted and 
untrue, for these reasons, and because of a report that the peo
ple in and about Bennington, Manchester, and Arlington were 
threatening to make a hostile incursion for the purpose of 
distressing the Yorkers, he besought the Governor to use his 
inftuence to ensure the immediate enforcement of the resolves 
of the 5th of December. To these and other similar earnest 
entreaties, Clinton was unable to respond fully, both on account 
of the timidity of the government of his own state, and because 
of the uncertainty which Congress seemed to manifest concern
ing . their right to enforce a compliance with the resolutions. 
Although cognizant, by affidavits and depositions, of many acta 
done in opposition to these resolutions, he was unwilling to send 
the proofs to Philadephia, lest they should be found to contain 
evidence of the evil conduct of individuals only, and not of the 
government of the state. Still he did not cease to write cheer
ingly to his unfortunate constituents, begging them to " perse
vere in the line of conduct heretofore pointed out to them ;" 
prophesying" a favorable issue'' to their difficulties; and assur
ing them that nothing that might tend to their interest should 
be neglected by him.* 

The opposition to the late action of Congress, though at first 
manifested only in the conduct of individuals, as Clinton had 
suggested, was not long in assuming a more authoritative form. 
Upon the receipt of a copy of the obnoxious resolves, Governor 

. Chittenden, in a long and elaborate letter to the President of 
Congress, under date of the 9th of January, remonstrated 
against the positions therein taken, and supported his remon
strance by reciting the " soleiDD engagements" into which Con
gress had entered with V ennont; by quoting from the letter 
which General Washington had addressed to him on the 1st of 
January, 1782; and by a method of reasoning which, if it was 
not entirely just, was yet plausible and clever. Referring to 
the transactions which had led to the p8888gC of the resolutions 
of the 5th of December, his language was as follows :-"AI-

• V arioua MS. Depositiom, Affidavit., ete., in oftlee See. State Vt. George 
Clinton Papen in N. Y. State Lib., vol. rni. docs. 4909, 4910, 4921, 492&. Pa
pers relating to Vt. Controversy, in offiee Sec. State N. Y., p. 60. 
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though this state is not amenable to the tribunal of Congress for 
the management of its internal police, I, nevertheless, will give 
them a brief narrative of facts relative to those delinquents, in 
whose behalf Congress, in their resolutions of December last, 
have interposed. At the session of the General Assembly of 
this state in February, 1781, a general act of amnesty was 
passed in favor of such persons, within this state, who had pre
viously made opposition to its authority. Upon this they una
nimously submitted to this government, and all opposition to it 
ceased for more than one year, when the Legislature having 
ordered a certain quota of men to be raised in the several towns 
throughout this state, for the defence of its frontiers, evil-minded 
persons in the town and vicinage of Guilford, in the southerly 
part of the county of Windham, opposed the raising and paying 
of them; and Governor Clinton of the state of New York, by 
letters to them and otherwise, interfered in their behalf, which 
caused a second insurrection in this state ; and though every 
prudent and lenient measure was taken by government to 
reclaim the offenders, they proved ineffectual. In the mean 
time, Governor Clinton gave commissions, civil and military, 
to sundry of those disaffected persons, and they had the effron
tery to attempt to exercise the laws of the state of New York 
over the citizens of this state, when a military force was, by the 
direction of this government, sent to aBBist the sheriff of Wind
ham county in the execution of the laws of this state ; and the 
procedure of the court relative to the five criminals who were 
banished, and to sundry others who were amerced in pecuniary 
fines, was in due form of law. 

"The notorious Samuel Ely, who was ring-leader of the late 
seditions in the state of Massachusetts, a fugitive from justice, 
was one of the banished. He had left that state, and was be
ginning insurrections in this, when he was detected, and care
fully delivered to the sheriff of the county of Hampshire, in the 
state of MaBBachusetts, who, as I have been since informed, has 
secured him in gaol at Boston, to the great satisfaction and 
peace of that state. This same Samuel Ely, Timothy Church, 
and William Shattuck, who were three of the banished, had 
previously taken the oath of allegiance to this state, and so had 
a greater part of those who were fined; and every one of the 
towns in which they resided, had, for several sessions of As
sembly, previous to their insurrection, been represented in the 
Legislature of this state." Following up these statements by 
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arguments based upon various congressional enactments, he 
strove to show that in the rulers of Vermont alone, was vested 
the right of exercising governmental powers within the bound
aries which they claimed as the boundaries of the state. His 
concluding remarks related to the question of the sovereignty 
of Vermont. " But admitting," said he, " that Congress have 
a judicial authority to control the internal police of this state, 
this state has aq incontrovertible right to be heard in its de
fence, as a party (in law), and shonld, on this thesis, have been 
cited by Congress to a hearing at their tribunal, previous to 
their having passed their resolutions of the 5th of December 
last, that this state might have had the privilege of vindicating 
its cause. But that Congress, at the special instance of Charles 
Phelps (a notorious cheat and nuisance to mankind, as far as 
his acquaintance and dealings have been extended), should 
come to a decision of so important a matter, e:e parte, is illegal, 
and contrary to the law of nature and nations." 

Similar in tone, but more brief and less comprehensive, was 
the communication to CongreBB from the General ABBembly of 
Vermont, dated the 26th of February. An expreBBion of asto
nishment at the means by which the passage of tho resolves 
had been obtained-an expreBBion resembling, and probably 
suggested by, that employed by Governor Chittenden in his 
letters, served to point the closing sentence of their remon
strance. " As we have, from the commencement of the war," 
wrote they, "braved every danger and hardship, against the 
usurpations of Britain, in common with the United States; as our 
inherent right of sovereignty and jurisdiction stands confessed 
upon the principles of the revolution, and implied by the solemn 
transactions of Congress, we cannot but expreBB our surprise at 
the reception of the late resolutions of CongreBB of the 5th of 
December, obtained e'.JJ po;rte, and at the special instance of an 
infamous person." Such was the decided manner in which 
Governor Chittenden and the General Assembly maintained 
their rights, in spite of the rage of New York and the enact-
ments of CongreBB. · 

Now that the government of Vermont had declared the late 
resolves obnoxious, the affidavits and depositions which Gover
nor Clinton had been at first unwilling to make public were 
sent to Philadelphia. CongreBB became cognizant of the fact 
that the authorities of Vermont not only, but the majority of 
the people as well, were not to be subdued by paper edicts or 
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stem resolves. Chittenden had truly said that Vermont was 
present in the disputed district, and in the actual possession and 
exercise of power, while New York and Congress were afar oft: 
The significance of his language was now more painfully appa
rent than all were willing to confess.* 

• Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp. 1'18-187. 
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CHAPl'ER XV1II. 

THE DISOBDEBED OONDil'ION OF TllB SOUTB·EAS'I'EBN POBTION OF 

VEBKONT. 

Popular impr-.iona-Charlee Phelpt retu1111 hom,_Enu--Shattuek--Chmch, 
hil imprieonment-Hia IIUft'eringa-Hia rei-Timothy Phelp&-H.ia attempt 
to disperse the Superior Oourt-Ia 1\lm:IUDded and eummden hia aword of 
ofti-Hia confinement in the jail at Beunington-Let&en writ&en while in 
prieon-Maltreatment-Eft'ecta hia rel-clov. Clinton'• letter to Church
Booial diaorder in Guilford-Vermont Legialature in grand oommittee-Rilllllt 
of their deliberationa-Act of the General .Aeaembly-Seizure of Luke Xncnrl
ton-The examination of th011e engaged In the aeisure-Ine1Fectnal attempt to 
take Francia Prouty-Benjamin Carpenter taken by the Y orken-lncidenti
Petition addreeaed by the New York party to the Government of Vermont
Gov. Chittenden'• reply-Hore depredation-Stephen R. Bradley'• letter to 
the Guilfordi~Head-qnartera of the state troops at Brattleborongh-Daniel 
.Aihc~Attack on the i1m at Brattleborough-Oliver Waten tak-Re
taken by Joaeph Tucker and hia men-Tucker in puJ'Iuit of Timothy Phelp&
Phelpa taken at Hadley and oarried o1f-Foray of the sherifF of Hampshire 
county, who rel88181 Phelpt-Tucker and hia party tried and fined-Tucker'• 
complaint. 

THE New York party in Vermont, though reduced to a mino
rity, were still unwilling to abandon their cause. Startling 
reports of negotiations between the Governor and Council of 
Vermont on the one hand, and the agents of the British minis
try in Canada on the other ; the :flight of Luke Knowlton of 
Newfane, and Samuel Wells of Brattleborough, on the receipt 
of information of the passage by Congress, in secret session, of 
a resolution authorizing their arrest by the Commander-in
chief, in consequence of " a dangerous correspondence and in
tercourse" in which they were said to be engaged" with the 
enemy ;" the constant passing and repassing of messengers ; the 
fact that passports could be obtained from Governor Chitten
den which would give the bearer a safe-conduct among the 
British in Oanada-these and other circUJDStances induced 
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many to believe that Vermont was preparing to desert the 
American cause, and infiuenced some to seek protection from 
New York. In the town of Putney, forty of the inhabitants 
who had formerly acknowledged the authority of the latter state, 
returned to their allegiance. In a petition addressed to Gover
nor Clinton, a number of the citizens of Hartford ana Pomfret 
begged that they might be considered not " as those who had 
rebelled against the best of governments," when the district of 
the New Hampshire Grants should again become subject to 
New York.* 

Notwithstanding the determined opposition with which the 
government and people of Vermont received the resolves of the 
5th of December, thO@e for whose relief they had been passed 
were not deterred from attempting to avail themselves of the 
rights which, according to these resolves, they were entitled to 
claim. Depending on the support of Congress, a certain Paul 
Nichols repaired to Bennington and endeavored to obtain pos
seBSion of a gun and a quantity of ammunition which had been 
taken from him in the month of September previous. But 
Samuel Robinson, to whom he applied, denied that his property 
had been seized on the occasion referred to, and refused to listen 
to his application. 

Determined to await the decision of Congress, Charles Phelps 
had remained in Philadelphia until the resolutions had been 
approved of. On the 9th of December, 1782, he set out on his 
return, bearing dispatches to Governor Clinton. Owing to a 
heavy fall of snow and the impassableness of the roads, he did 
not reach Poughkeepsie until ~wards the close of that month. 
On arriving at Marlborough in January, 1783, he desired three 
of his friends to accompany him and be present when he should 
demand the restoration of his effects. Whatever his previous 
opinion may have been concerning the efficacy of the resolves 
of the 5th of December, he now became convinced that they 
would accomplish but little unleBB supported by a military 
force. His demands were treated with scorn, and he found 
himself unable to obtain restitution or damages. He was in
formed that his sword, which had been taken from his son's 
bedroom, was in the possession of a Dummerston man, who had 
sworn that Phelps should never "have it any other way" than 
by receiviRg it in his body. He was also aBBured that a war-

• George Clinton Papers in_ N. Y. State Lib., voL rrii. doe& 4989, 110511. 
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rant for his arrest was now in the hands of a Vermont deputy, 
and that he was liable to be taken at any moment. For greater 
security, he left his home and family and took up his residence 
in Guilford, the stronghold of the New York party. Here he 
remained during several months, and to this town he often 
resorted at a later period when safety counselled concealment.* 

Of the fonr Yorkers who had 
been banished from the state and '}(Jf_~ 
deprived of their property, Henry we 
Evans, as has been already stated, 
having dared to return, was, for 
some reason not apparent, allowed to remain unmolested, though 
he still preserved his former views, refused to submit to the 
claims of Vermont, acknowledged the authority of New York, 
and maintained a friendly coiTespondence with Governor Clin
ton in behalf of him-
self and his associates. 
William Shattuck, af- L,h?N -P/ ~ L 
teranabsenceofmore W ~~~ 
than two months, re-
entered the state on the 
15th of December, 1782, and there remained among his friends 

·until the beginning of the following January, when he received 
a summons from Governor Clinton, desiring his attendance at 
Poughkeepsie. His transactions with the Governor being ended, 
he returned home early in February, but had hardly become 
reinstated in his house when he was informed that a party, 
•' employed by the express order of· the pretended Superior 
court, in that district of country called the New Hampshire 
Grants," were on the alert to arrest him. He accordingly fled 
to Guilford, confident that the Vermonters could not raise a 
force on the east side of the mountains sufficient to apprehend 
him while he continued under the protection of his friends in 
that town. But he did not remain here long. Being desirous 
of notifying to Governor Clinton the condition of himself and 
his friends, he again visited Poughkeepsie, where, on the 22d 
of February, he made a formal deposition before Robert Morris 
of such facta as he deemed important. A few days later he 
was sent with dispatches to Philadelphia. Although a warrant 

' • George Clinton Papers inN. Y. State Ll'b., vol :niL dOClll. 489'1, 4898,4909, 
5009. MS. Depoaition• of ChiiJ'lea Phelpa. 
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for his arrest was in the hands of the proper officer, yet eo long 
as he prudently refrained from rendering himself obnoxious to 
the laws of Vermont by special ects of disobedience, he was 
allowed to hold communication with hie family without being 
moletsed.* 

The sufferings or 
Timothy Church, as 
has been previously 

, P- ~d .I' shown, were more in 
U~/';7 ~.,/c., accordance with the 

denunciations with 
which he and hie friends had been threatened in the sentence 
of the Superior court. Having returned to Brattleborongh on 
the 15th of December, 1782, he was seized on the 22d, in his 
own house, by a party of armed men, acting under the author
ity of Vermont, and taken to Westminster, where he was 
handcuffed and placed in jail. On the day following hie arrest 
he was ironed, and conveyed across the mountains to Arlington. 
On reaching this place his irons were removed, but on being 
brought before Governor Chittenden he was again shackled by 
direction of that official, and committed to the jail in Benning
ton. For the first half week of his confinement he was kept in 
nons both by night and by day. During the four succeeding 
days his irons were taken off in the morning and put on again 
at evening. Subsequently these restraints were entirely re
moved. Being regarded with especial distrust, since by his 
own confession he had opposed the officers of Vermont after 
subscribing the " freeman's oath," a petition, in which he beg
ged to be released, was viewed with but little favor by the 
Governor. But the temper which it displayed was regarded 
by some of the state Council as a favorable indication, and pro
bably secured for him milder treatment than under other cir
cumstances he would have received. With the design either 
of extorting a large sum of money from his friends for his ran
som, or of forcing him to an unconditional submission, or of 
intimidating others who might be inclined to disobey the laws 
of Vermont, a report W'as disseminated that he was to be exe
cuted, and he was advised to prepare for the fatal hour. The 
currency which this rumor obtained is evident from its frequent 

• George Clintoa Papen in N.Y. State Lib., vol xvii. does. -19011, •1110, -IML 
JIB. DepolitiOB. 
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repetition in the letters written by various citizens of Vermont 
at that period. 

At the end of a month and a half the solitude and misery of 
confinement was made more tolerable by the presence of a friend 
-a political prisoner like himself-and from that time until 
the hour of his release, he found intelligent sympathy in the 
company of Timothy Phelps, the deposed sheri1f of Cumberland 
county. Wearied with vain attempts to propitiate the govern
ment of V ennont, Timothy Church and Timothy Phelps deter
mined to notify to Governor Clinton their condition, in the hope 
of obtaining some relief through his interposition. The docu
ment in which they made known their situation and prospects 
was dated the 28th of March. It was drawn by Charles Phelps, 
and abounded in all that fulsomeness of diction and redundancy 
of expression, by which both his compositions and conversation 
were distinguished. Though intended especially for the peru
sal of the first person named in the direction, it was addressed 
to " His Excellency Governor Clinton, His Excellency General 
Washington, and to the Honorable Continental Congress as the 
Supreme Council of the United States of America." Of the 
various topics discussed in this memorial-some of them wholly 
irrelevant and many of them unimportant-the most interesting 
to the prisoners were, without doubt, those which related to , 
their situation and the means by which they could obtain relief. 
The description of their condition was sufficiently graphic. 
They are confined, wrote the amanuensis, "in the nasty, scan
dalous prison, erected by that detestable and most rebellious 
people, called the Vermonters, in Bennington." In summing 
up the causes of their unhappinees, the same fertile pen declared 
it to be immeasurably disgraceful for them to be compelled to 
suffer imprisonment "from that vile nest of detestable, sedi
tious Vermonters," more especially at that period " when the 
triumph of the American arms" was adding transcendent lustr&· 
"to the honor, dignity, and grandeur of the arms of their gloft... 
ous allies both by sea and land; reflecting lasting honor on tle· 
power, virtue, and courage of the house of Bourbon ; and a&-· 

serting the honor, establishing the grandeur, and eternmng the 
dignity and glory of his most Christian majesty's triumphant· 
flag." 

Sentiments and words like these, although they might have, 
been hailed as patriotic had they originated elsewhere, di"il not 
serve to aid those for whose benefit they were intended. On the· 

Digitized by Coogle 



4:90 HISTORY OF EA.8TEBN VEBKOl!IT. (1783. 

contrary, it was noticed that from the day on which this grandi
loquent application was drafted, the jailer refused to supply 
Colonel Church with food. But his friends did not desert him 
in this emergency. The "good people of Guilford" contributed 
from their wasted estates liberally for his support; and from 
the money which they sent him he was enabled to supply his 
wants during the remainder of his confinement. From the let
ters which the prisoners themselves wrote while at Bennington, 
it is clear that the life they there led most have been odious in 
the extreme. "Our estates," said they, in a joint communica
tion to Governor Olinton, dated the lOth of April," our estates 
-everything that we had-are seized and sold ; our families 
are in the greatest want; destruction has seized our habitatious., 
and we are left by our masters to perish in prison. This has 
befallen us because we have been true to Congress, and faithful 
to the state which we have ever been in. If there is any pros
pect of our being released from this stinking jail, we should be 
glad to know it, for we cannot stand it much longer. We came 
home under the royal law of Congress. That law Vermont 
pays no regard to, and without speedy help we shall sicken and 
die." In another letter to the same gentleman, dated the 1st 
of May, " It seems hard," they wrote, "that officers of a sove
reign state, who have jeoparded their lives in the high places 
of the field* against the powers of Great Britain, should be 
kept in close prison by enemies of the United States against 
the royal law of Congress." Though in terms like these they 
bewailed their misfortunes, yet they were not ignorant of the 
conditions on which release could be obtained. To. submit to 
these conditions was, however, a humiliation to which for a 
long time imprisonment seemed preferable--a disgrace, the 
indignity of which was only to be incurred when all hope of 
relief from other sources had failed. 

During the late session of the General Assembly, a law had 
been enacted on the 24th of February, intended to facilitate the 
return to their allegiance of those who were desirous of again 
becoming subjects of Vermont. In the pre'amble of the act a 
suggestion was entertained, that some of those persons who had 
lately been convicted "of conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and public rebellion" against the state, and had been 
banished therefor, were "penitent and desirous of returning to 

• Judgee, chap. V. v. 18. 
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their duty." To this was added a declaration that the Assembly 
were desirous at all times of showing mercy, provided it could 
be done consistently with the public safety. On these grounds 
the Governor and Council " were fully authorized and empow
ered," in the words of the act, " upon application to them made 
during the adjournment of this Assembly, to pardon any of the 
said persons who have been banished from this state by the 
Supreme court, as aforesaid, in as full and ample a manner as 
this Assembly could do if convened." At the same session 
another act had been passed, granting pardon to Timothy 
Church who had been ''found guilty of treason," but who bad by 
his own petition declared his "sincere and hearty penitence, 
and a determination to behave orderly and submissive" in case 
he should, receive forgiveness:- The condition of pardon and of 
the remission of the sentence passed upon him in the month of 
September, 1782, was the payment of all costs which had 
accrued in consequence of his trial and imprisonment. 

Aware of these legislative provisions, and weary of prison 
life, Colonel Church at length applied for his release. In allj!wer 
to his application, Governor Chittenden informed him that, to 
obtain a discharge, he would be obliged to give his bond "'ith 
surety for the payment to the treasurer of Vermont of .£20 108. 
lawful money of Massachusetts, the sum due for costs of trial; 
and pay £4 118. for seven weeks' board in jail. To these terms 
he consented, and on the 16th of May left a prison where he had 
dragged out nearly five months of confinement in cold, want, 
and pain. During the period of his banishment, his family had 
been permitted to reside upon and improve his farm, "by the 
permission and indulgence" of the state. The same privilege 
was now accorded to him. But his whole estate was still 
regarded as confiscated, and levies were not unfrequently made 
upon his cattle or his household goods, whenever a collection 
was to be made to replenish the treasury of the state. In a 
deposition which he made on the 24th of June, referring to the 
sufferings to which he had been subjected, he stated that, "al
though no formal regular charge" had been exhibited against 
him, he was satisfied that "the only cause for which he was 
apprehended and confined was his returning home after he had 
been banished," and that the cause of his banishment was the 
acceptance of a commission from the state of New York. On 
the same occasion he affirmed his loyalty in the most positive 
manner, declaring that he "never did acknowledge himself to 
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owe allegiance or subjection to the pretended state of Vermont, 
but, on the contrary, bad always, since the fil"8t attempt to 
establish that pretended state, claimed himself to be a subject 
of the state of New York."* 

At the close of his imprisonment at Westminster, Timothy 
Phelps with his three associates, on the 4th of October, 1782, 
had been carried across the Connecticut into New Hampshire, 
and there banished for ever from the state of Vermont, the 
penalty to be death in case be should return. Finding himself 
free to travel anywhere except within the prohibited district, 
Phelps bent his course southward, and on reaching Hadley, 
::Massachnsetts, tarried there awhile at the house of his brother 
Charles. Thence he proceeded to Norwich landing, Connecti
cut, and was there residing with a brother-in-law when he heard 
of the passage of the resolves of the 5th of December. With 
full faith in the efficacy of their pro,·isions he returned home in 
the latter part of January, 1783. TI1e rejoicings of his family 
on this occasion were heartfelt and triumphant . • They not only 
believed their troubles ended, but were confident that their 
fortunes were made ; that the estates which had been confis.. 
cated would be restored ; and that immeuse damages would be 
awarded for false imprisonment, banishment, and threats of 
death. Though it is hardly possible that anticipations as bright 
as these could have met their full realization from any act of the 
people or government of Vermont, yet it is highly probable that 
Phelps, had he remained quietly on his farm, would have 
suffered little or no molestation. But such was not his nature. 

On the 4th of February, a session of the Superior court was 
held at Marlborough. The presence of the judges in his own 
town, before whom he had been tried and found guilty, and 
from whom he had received sentence of banishment, aroused 
within the breast of Phelps that old feeling of hatred, which 
absence from the scenes in which it had been most exercised had 
tended in some degree to abate. Confiding in the power under 
which he acted, and completely assured that no body of men 
claiming to be Americans would dare to disregard the decrees of 
the highest council in the United States, he boldly entered the 
court-house on the second day of the session, armed and garbed 
as a sheriff deriving authority from the state of New York:. 

• George Clinton Papel'll, inN. Y. State Lib., vol xvii. doca. 4g111, 11009, IQ6&, 
11106. Aota Gen. All. Vt., Feb., 1'183. Slade's Vt. State Papert, pp. .S'1, 4'10. 
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Having reached a commanding position, he reminded the court 
that they were exercising a usurped authority, and referring 
to their action on a former occasion touching himself, demanded 
of them full and ample restitution for the injuries he had sus
tained by banishment, by the confiscation of his property, and 
by the loss of personal liberty. He then took from his pocket 
the resolves of Congress, but had hardly commenced reading 
when he was interrupted by the chief judge, the Hon. Moses 
Robinson of Bennington, afterwards Governor, who exclaimed : 
-"What supercilious arrogance have we here¥ Sheriff, take 
that disorderly man into custody I We are not subject to the 
authority of Congress I" These words, pronounced with emo
tion, and in a voice corresponding with a scene so strange and 
unexpected, threw the whole house into confusion, and put an 
end at once to the business of the court. 

Sharing in the astonishment which was visible in every coun
tenance, and confounded at the audacity of the veritable sheriff 
of Cumberland county, the Vermont sheriff, Dr. Elkanah Day, 
hesitated whether to obey the order or not. Noticing this 
indecision, Phelps, whose natural bearing was dignified and 
manly, drew himself up to his full height, and elevating his 
powerful voice, commanded, " in the name and by the author
ity of the state of New York, and of the Continental Congress, 
the unlawful assemblage before him, forthwith to disperse." 
The courage manifested in the attitude he had assumed, sus
tained as was boldly claimed by a power capable of making 
itself respected, was not without its effect on the audience. 
However the authorities of Vermont might despise and resist 
the laws of New York, they could not be blind to the fact that 
on many occasions Congress had been the sheet-anchor of their 
hopes, the promoter of their welfare, the defender of their 
hearths and homes. For a moment, reflections like these 
seemed to pervade the thoughts of all present. The Vermont 
sheriff, as he stood confronting the man who claimed his title 
and office, seemed perplexed. At this juncture the voice of 
Judge Robinson was again heard:-" Sheriff, do your duty! 
Imprison the convicted traitor I" Commanding the populace 
to render their assistance in case he should require it, Dr. Day 
drew his sword of office and prepared to make the arrest. 
Phelps seeing that resistance would be useless, that popular 
feeling was against him, and that there were none present to 
support him in case he should attempt his own defence, quietly 
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awaited the result. The sheriff approached. "What is your 
will, sir 1" demanded Phelps, as he laid his hand on the hilt of 
his sword. "You are my prisoner, disarm yourself!" replied 
the sheriff. While engaged in unbuckling his sword-belt, 
Phelps turned towards the crowded assemblage and said, "Fel
low-citizens of Cumberland county, your sheriff is deserted; his 
lawful authority is disobeyed ; I yield to brnte force." Ad
dressing, then, the officer, he reminded him that the usurped 
authority under which he acted, would, in all probability, be 
of short duration; that Congress were willing, ready, able, and 
had pledged their honor to execute their decrees ; and that a 
terrible retribution for the deeds of that day would soon over
take him and the masters he served. With these sentiments 
on his lips, Phelps placed the hilt of his sword in the hand of 
his opponent, and yielded himself a prisoner. 

While the sheriff was bearing him off, the populace, the ma
jority of whom were his near neighbors, followed in disorderly 
procession. Though up to this hour they had been in the daily 
practice of interchanging with him the civilities- of friendship; 
though mmy of them had often received assistance and kind
ness at his hands ; though some were even then living on farms 
which they had obtained by his aid-forgetting these favors, 
they were now foremost in heaping condemnations upon him, 
on account of his political offences. As they crowded around 
him, they gazed at him with the same sort of curiosity in their 
looks and actions, as they would have shown had he been a 
chained lion, just taken from the forest, whom his keepers were 
conveying to his cage. Until a decision should be made as to 
his future treatment, Phelps was placed in the guard-house at 
Marlborough. Opinions were various as to the course which 
should be pursued towards him. By some he was adjudged 
guilty of death, since he had rendered himself liable to the 
penalty denounced against him in case he should return. There 
is a tradition that he was even sentenced to be hung; that he 
was informed by those who came to visit him that his doom was 
fixed ; that the rabid language of the multitude, which he was 
compelled to hear, justified the sacrifice that was to be made; 
and that the reflections natural to one placed in a condition so 
solemn as was his, were disturbed by the sounds which echoed 
from the blows of the workmen as they fashioned in the jail
yard the gallows on which the traitor was to die. 

Happily for all parties, gentler counsels prevailed. Prudence 
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or humanity dictated another course. Before the court had 
closed their session, the sheriff received an order "to transport 
Timothy Phelps, by the nearest and most convenient route, to 
Bennington jail, and commit him to the keeper thereof, to await 
the further order of the law in his behalf." He remained dur
ing the rest of the week at Marlborough, under the care of a 
guard of armed men, who at the end of that time escorted him 
acrOBB the mountains, and on the 11th of February lodged him 
in Bennington jaiL Thus was Timothy Phelps, in the dead of 
a Vermont winter, incarcerated in a cold and cheerless prison 
with common felons. He was not, however, entirely deprived 
of sympathy. In the company of his friend and fellow-sufferer, 
Timothy Church, he passed many an hour which would other
wise have been devoted to the most mournful reflections. Be
ing permitted to maintain a correspondence, he beguiled his 
moments by writing to his family, and to others whom he be
lieved interested in his condition. From the first letter which he 
wrote, johltly with Col. Church, to Goven10r Clinton, and from 
the petition wawn by his father, Charles Phelps, which accom
panied it, extracts have been already given. Another commu
nication from the pen of the latter gentleman in behalf of the 
prisoners, bearing date the 8th of April, shows that Church was 
not alone in being thrown upon his friends for support. " My 
son has again sent to me for more money to subsist hiVIself upon 
in prison;" wrote Charles Phelps, "how I can get it I know not." 

It is from the letters of Timothy Phelps himself, however, that 
a trne idea may be formed of his condition while in the jail at 
Bennington. "You must excuse my scrawl for I wrote it on my 
knee," he remarked at the close of a letter to Governor Clinton, 
dated the 1st of May. t' I meet with insult on insult," wrote 
he in another portion of lhe scrawL "Vermont authority .have 
seized and sold all my goods, chattels, and estate, and they 
keep me close confined in jail without any kind of support. 
My money is all gone, and I live upon the charity of my 
friends. My family are put to the greatest straits. My health 
decays, and when hot weather comes I don't know what I shall 
do. The officers of Vermont tell me that I shall be in jail to 
all eternity unless I petition to their Governor. I tell them I 
will see them all damned before I will, without Congress shall 
make them a state. It is to my own masters I stand or fall." 
Proving thus his loyalty both by his words and his deeds, he 
besou~ht Clinton to inform him whether there was any proba-
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bility that Congress would make any exertions to enforce the 
"royal law" of the 5th of December last, trusting to which he 
had returned in spite of the sentence of banishment which had 
been passed upon him.* 

In a subsequent communication, he again reminded Govemor 
Oliuton of the losses he had sustained, and of the privations he 
was enduring in consequence of his attachment to New York. 
Then referring to the last attempt that Congress had made to 
relieve the subjects of that state, he exclaimed :-"If the au
thority of thirteen sovereign states cannot put one law in force 
so jnst as this is, too-a. law built on holy writ-the Lord have 
mercy on them I" " I am in a much worse situation," he added, 
" than Col. Church was. They have ruined and undone me, 
and now they seek my life to take it away. I cannot co.mD. 
tently with my oath do anything towards petitioning the autho
rity of Vermont, before I hear from my Governor. Therefore, 
if there is no beam of hope that Congress will ever put that law 
in force, I wish I might know it. Then the world will know 
that the authority of Thomas Chittenden, Esquire, is abOve that 
of all the rest of America." 

The meat which Phelps was compelled to eat was that which 
had been condemned as unfit for others. Th~ cruelty of the 
treatment he experienced, and the loathsomeness of the prison, 
reduced him to " a low, languishing, and sickly condition," 
which led him to apprehend that death would soon put an end 
to his troubles. Not content with subjecting their prisoner to 
the rigors of cold, hunger, and confinement, some of his more 
thoughtless persecutors often amused themselves by reviling 
Congress, and cursing the troops of the United States in his 
presence, for the purpose of engaging him in an argument. 
On one occasion the sheriff of Bennington county came to him 
in the dead of night, and told him he was to be hanged in three 

• The letter from which the above eztraet. have been· made, WM fOund by 
John D. Fonda, at a town-meeting in " Hooaick District," a lew day. after it 11'1111 

written, " p&Ming from hand to hand," and WM by him fol"W111ded to ita d..U.. 
tion. In the note which he aeu.t with it. dated May 8th,l783, he Mid:-" A few 
daya ago I aent aome money to Col Church, underetanding hie nec-ty in gaol. 
and I believe the within letter wae meant to be given to me to aend to yuar 
Excellency. The prisonet'll not only receive hard 'llllllge tmd tmeat., but liN 

aometimea thirty-six houre, ae I hear, without anything to utWy &heir cnriDg 
appetites. I would have gone myaelt to see the gentlemen. but. to tell yov 
Excellency the truth, it is not llllle for me to go to the gaol to aupport them. • 
George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvii. doo. 6M2. 

Digitized by Coogle 



1783.] OHAIU.O"l"EBDTDC CONDUCT OF ETHAN ALLEN. 497 

or four days. "I am surprised," remarked Phelps with compo
sure, " that you shoUld presume to execute the high-sheriff of 
the county of Cumberland, in the state of New York, which is, 
by the grace of God, free and independent." This answer 
enraged the Vermont sheriff, and a violent discussion ensued, 
which ended in a repetition of the threat with which the con
versation had begun-a threat intenc;led only to frighten. Hop
ing to obtain, at least, temporary relief, Phelps reminded Judge 
Robinson of the disregard paid to the resolves of Congretl8 by 
the very cruelty with which he was treated. But the Judge 
informed him that he looked upon Congress with the utmost 
disdain, and asked him how he could suppose the people of" 
V errnont could do otherwise than coincide in this sentiment. 

During his confinement he was sometimes visited by Ethan 
Allen, whose tyrannical manner, always unpleasant, was parti
cularly distasteful to the imprisoned official of Cumberland 
county. With his accustomed oath, Bll familiar to his lips as 
"By the Eternal" is said to have been to the lips of Jackson, 
Allen would often swear before him that " he would march 
into Albany with his Green Mountain Boys, and set up and be 
absolute monarch of all America." His language on other 
occasions was mingled with that bitter sarcasm so peculiar to 
himself, and so forcible when he chose to employ it. " Con
gresa oannot release you,"· said he to Phelps ; "I swear they 
can't." "I have written largely," he continued, "concerning 
the rights of" Vermont in books that have been published to the 
world, and I have also written a remonstrance against these 
resolves of Congress. All the world knows that Congress can't 
break up states, much less this state which is the oldest in 
America." "You have called on your god Clinton," he added, 
in a manner as taunting as was that employed by Elijah towards 
the prophets of Baal, "yon have called on your god Clinton till 
you are tired. Call now on your god Congress, and they will 
answer you as Clinton bas done." 

Spring had passed, the summer had begun, and the suffer
ings of Phelps, whose condition would have been comparatively 
comfortable had be been treated like a common prisoner, had 
become almost intolerable. Allen had counselled him to apply 
to Governor Chittenden for relief, and the silence of Governor 
Clinton, of whom Phelps had asked advice, was construed as 
favoring this course. At this juncture he was visited by his 
wife, who, with her infant six weeks old, and her brother a boy 

32 
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of sixteen, had crossed the mountains on horseback for the pur
pose of effecting the liberation of her husband. The appeal 
which she made to Dr. Joseph Fay, in behalf of the prisoner, 
was not without effect. "Let him now," said the Doctor, 
" abandon those who have abandoned him; adhere to the laws 
emanating from an authority able and willing to protect him; 
and give us his word of honor that he will do so, and he may 
be assured that he will thereupon be liberated from prison and 
protected in his rights." Having determined to obtain his re
lease, if possible, Phelps presented to the Council of Vermont, 
who were then convened at Arlington, a petition in which he 
prayed to be discharged from the sentence of" the court which 
had been passed upon him in September last, and promised 
"allegiance and obedience" to the laws of the state. The 
Council required him to pay the costs of the trial which had 
resulted in his imprisonment, tpgether with the charges arising 
from his commitment and support, and to give a bond with 
large security for his good behavior. With theee terms he 
complied on the 24th of June, and thus was ended an imprison
ment whose effects, both on the body and the mind of the suf
ferer, ceased only with his life.* 

On the 15th of June, Charles Phelps was informed that a 
number of the people of Vermont were coming with an armed 
torce to seize him and others, witli the intention of confining 
them in the jail at Bennington. To avoid the danger he fled 
to Poughkeepsie, and, in a deposition drawn by Governor Clin
ton, declared his belief that there was a plan on foot to arre8t a 
number of the principal persons opposed to "the pretended 
state," in order that the collection of Vermont taxes might be 
rendered more easy. On the same occasion, Timothy Church 
committed to writing an account of the indignities he had been 
compelled to suffer. As a result of the information thus com
municated, Governor Clinton, on the 24th of June, addressed to 
the latter gentleman, who was about to return to Cumberland 
county, a letter of advice in these words:-

" In consequence of the communications which have been 
made to me by Mr. Phelps and yourself, with respect to the 
present situation of the subj<Jcts of this state in Cumberland 

* :MS. Narrative of the Phelpe Fauu1y. MS. Deposition ofT. Phelpe, Feb'y 'lth. 
1'184. Recorda of Vt. Council George Clinton Papers in N.Y. State Lib., vol. 
xvii. dOCII. 4939, 6009, 6042, 6066. 

Digitized by Goog le 



1783.] CLINTON'S LETTER TO TIMOTHY CHURCH. 499 

county, and the dangers which they appear to be threatened 
with, I would advise you in case of an attempt by the usurped 
government of Vermont to compel obedience and submission 
from any persons claiming to be subjects of this state, to call 
out your regiment under the militia law, and, by opposing force 
to force, endeavor to quell the insurrection : and if any of the 
inhabitants professing to be subjects of this state should be 
made prisoners by the authority of the usurped government, I 
would advise you to retaliate by taking as many of the insur
gents, and detaining them under secure conduct as hostages, 
until the matter can be represented to Congress. In order that · 
you may be prepared to defend yourselves against these vio
lences, it now becomes your duty particularly to see that your 
regiment is properly provided and equipped with anne and 
ammunition, agreeable to the directions of the militia law. I 
would, at the same time, again impress you with the propriety 
of still strictly observing the resolutions of Congress, recom
mending peace and forbearance, and that you in nowise be the 
aggressors, and would earnestly advise you to use every pacific 
mean consistent with the obligation of allegiance to this state, 
for preventing matters from being brought to a decision by 
arms, and that in no instance you recur· to force, unless y0ur 
persons or properties are in certain immediate danger. Taking 
due care at the same time to guard against surprise, I shnll 
take the earliest opportunity of transmitting to Congress the 
depositions of yourself and :Mr. Phelps, informing of the treat
ment you and :Mr. Timothy Phelps have received from the 
usurped government, and I have no doubt that Congress ·will 
discover the necessity of their immediate interference for you;r 
relief and protection, agreeable to the public faith eolemnly 
pledged in their resolutions. 

u From the communications made to me by the delegates 
of this state, I have reason to believe that if the attention of 
Congress had not been necessarily diverted from the subject, 
first by the deranged state of our public affairs, and after
wards by the great event of a peace, they would ere this 
have taken measures for enforcing obedie~e to their re
solutions, and have determined as to the boundaries of the state. 
And I flatter myself the question will very soon be resumed 
and decided. 

"There are many considerations which I forbear repeating, 
and which should induce us to rest the determination of this 
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matter with Congreee, in whose joatice we ought to have the 
fullest confidence, and who can command the force of the 
United Statee to carry their decisions into effect."* 

Such W88 the langoage in which Governor Clinton endea-
vored to relieve the despondency of men, who, like Church and 
the PhelpBe81 were daily subjected to indignities or deriaion on 
account ot' their loyalty to New York. 

During the summer of 1783, although no outbreaks worthy 
of especial note occWTed between the two parties, yet their swr 
picions of one another increased daily. In Guilford the York
ers held the power and prevented the Vermonters from execut
ing their laws and collecting taxes. But this exercise of author
ity did not prevent the V ermontere from maintaining a cor
respondence with the state government. By means of commit
tees. the Council were informed of the movements of the oppos
ing party, and a knowledge of this communication served as a 
partial check upon the conduct of the Yorkers. The result of 
such a condition of affaire was mutual terror and distrust. 
Arms were carried-by the bold openly for 888&ult when oppor
tunity offered, by the timid secretly for defence when necessity 
compelled. Honses were divided-the father upholding the 
jurisdiction of New York, the sons maintaining the supremacy 
of Vermont. Friendships the most intimate were disturbed. 
The word neighbor carried no meaning with it beyond the idea 
of contiguity. The physician could not visit his patient in 
safety unlese protected by a p888. The miniater of the gospel 
failed to enforce the doctrine of Christian charity on the hearts 
of men who knew none fur one another. Letters from Governor 
Chittenden were circulated by the one party, denouncing the 
severest retribution upon those who ahould disregard the laws 
of Vermont. W ord.s of encouragement issuing from Governor 
Clinton were repeated by the other party with great unction, 
and better times were prophesied when Congress should enforce 
the claims of New York. Handbills, inftammatory in nature 
and unconciliatory in spirit, were posted on tavern, and on 
dwelling, and on fence; were seen peering from the pockets of 
sturdy farmers·; and were thmst under doors at night to be 
picked up and read in the morning. Social order was at an 
end. The farm and the workshop were neglected. But for the 
mutual BUBpicion that lurked in every eye and burned for utter-

• George Clinton Papen in N. Y. State IJb., voL :nii. c1oae. 6104, 6103, 6106. 
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ance on ~very tongue, one wonld have aupposed that an Indian 
force was expected, as in earlier time&, that had vowed to 
ravage the fields, burn the village, and murder the people. 
Sometimes the V ennont authorities would determine to arrest 
a "violent Yorker." A scene. of confusion would ensue resem
bling the beginning of a civil war. The pay-rolls, which are 
still preserved, bear witness to the frequency of the calls made 
upon the soldiery on both sides of the mountains to " go on an 
expedition to assist the sheriff in Windham county." 

The resistance of the New York party had now assumed a 
fonn so determined, that the government of V ennont were 
oonvinced, that, unless speedy and stringent .measures were 
taken, results would follow which might be fatal to the well
being of the state. At the autumnal session of the Legislature, 
the condition of the state was the principal topic of discUBBion. 
To ascertain the views of all to whom the administration of the 
government had been entrusted, the Governor, the Council, and 
the General Assembly united in grand committee on the 22d 
of October, and in this capacity held a long and serious consul
tation. Forcible resistance was deemed the only remedy which 
could be applied with any hope of" success, and the measures 
recommended were consequently of this nature. The t·eport of 
the committee was readily adopted by the General Assembly, 
and an act was passed for " the purpose of raising one hundred 
able, efi'ective men to assist the civil authority in carrying into 
execution the law in the southern part of the county of W4J.d
ham." In the preamble of this act it was stated that a number 
of persons living in the southern part of the aforesaid county, 
had banded together " to oppose sheriffs, constables, and col
lectors in the due execution of their offices," and in many 
instances had proceeded to ~'outrageous abuses" which threat
ened the ruin of" government unless speedily remedied. 

The command of this special company of state troops was 
entrusted to Col. Benjamin Wait ; and to bim and to Btig.
Gen. Samuel Fletcher power was given to discharge the new 
levies within the six months for which they were to be enlisted, 
provided they should have accomplished the end desired before 
the clDSe of that period. They were required to furnish them
selves with arms, but the coJD.JUissary-general waa directed to 
supply them with ammunition, provisions, and "spirituous 
liquor." In the aubsequent deliberationa of the grand com
mittee it was distinctly 8l8el'ted that the intention of govern-
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ment was not "to be severe" with those who had heretofore 
opposed the laws of Vermont, provided they should now become 
citizens of the state. Colonel Wait was accordingly directed 
to issue special orders to his men, not. to meddle with the person 
or property of any who should quietly submit. The committee 
also announced that those who should voluntarily yield, and 
take the oath of allegiance to the state, should not be prose
cuted on the part of the freemen of the state, until the rising of 
the next session of the Legislature, and, in addition to this con
cession, engaged at that time to pass an act of pardon in their 
favor, in case they should petition for forgiveness. At the same 
time the committee notified their intention of using their infiu
ence to persuade the Governor and Council to remit the fines 
which had been previously levied on the Yorkers. In closing 
their consultation, they declared that the only way in which 
those who had sustained losses by confiscation could receive 
remuneration, was by submitting to government and asking 
compensation of the Legislature.* 

In conformity with the spirit exhibited in the conciliatory 
portion of the deliberations of the grand committee, the Gene
ral Assembly, in a formal resolution passed on the 23d, 
requested Governor Chittenden to issue his proclamation, 
offering a free and ample pardon to all persons resident in the 
southern part of Windham county, who, h~ving heretofore 
opposed constituted authority, should now take the oath of 
allegiance before any justice of the peace, within thirty days 
after the promulgation of the offer of forgiveness. On the 
same day an act, displaying a different temper, was passed by 
the General Assembly, "to prevent the inhabitants of New 
York being allowed greater privileges within this state than 
the inhabitants of this state are allowed within the state of 
New York." By this act it was settled " that no person or 
persons, being an inhabitant or inhabitants of, or residing within 
the jurisdiction of the state of New York, shall, within the 
time of his, her or their residence as aforesaid, commence any 
suit or suits at law, within the jurisdiction of this state, against 
any inhabitant or resident thereof, for any civil matter or con
tract, until the Legislature of said state of New York shall 
allow the inhabitants of' this state full liberty to commence the 

• Tbompeon'a Vt. Guetteer, pp. lo&2, as. :MS. Report of Grand Committee_ 
Oct. lid, l'l88. Blade'a Vt State Paperw. pp. -i'l6, •'17. 
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like suits within their jurisdiction, and without any such lets 
or hindrances."* Upon the majority of the Yorkers these 
measures-some of them defiant, others protective, and still 
others persuasive-tended to produce an effect contrary to that 
which had been expected. Opposition served to unite them, 
and until they should find defeat inevitable they resolveq to 
withstand the execution of laws originating in an authority 
which they did not acknowledge. At the same time they 
were equally determined to pursue such a course on other 
occasions, as they should deem best calculated' to promote the 
interests of New York and of the United States.t 

Owing to the part which they had borne in the negotiations 
which Vermont-not only for her own safety as a state, lmt 
also as a supporter of the cause of America-had been com
pelled to carry on with the British in Canada, Luke Knowl
ton and Samuel Wells had been suspected of being in the 
service and pay of the enemy. For this reason Congress, in 
secret session, had on the ~7th of November, 1782, ordered 
their arrest. But they, having received notice of the order, 
had escaped before the officer, sent to take them, could arrive. 
A year had passed since the occurrence of these transactions, 
and Knowlton, having returned lwme, was now residing at 
Newfane. Many of the Yorkers still supposed llim to be 
in league with the British, and for this reason were desirous of 
securing him, or of removing him to some other state. With 
this intention, Francis Prouty, Thomas 'Vhipplc, and Jonathan 
Dunkley of Brattleborough, John Wheeler and Darius Wheeler 
of Newfane, and a number of others,:j: being armed, as was 
represented, with "clubs, gtms. swords, pistols and bayonets," 

• Slade's Vt. State Pnpei'B, p. 4711. 
t The IUUitXed extract from a newspaper publ.i&hed at thil period, eontaiua a 

brief' aceoUDt of the aubmiMion of the citiu011 of Halifax to the authority of 
Vermont. The coul"'e pui'BUed by them, was the revel"'e of that adopted by 
many of their neighbol'll. • 

"Windaor, Vermont, December 8, [1788.) Advicee from the lower part of 
Windham COUDty mention that the inhabitant& of the town of Balilu, who 
have heretofore reftued to support the authority of Vermont, ud aoted in 
opposition to ita government, have lately come in almoat to a man, taken 
the ont.h of allegiance, discharged their arrearage taxea, and appear deeiroua to 
auilt in qu<!lling th<ll'! dieturbei'B of the public peace, who have long infeeted the 
aouthern part of thilatate."-Boaton Evening Poet, Saturday, January lld, 1784. 

t Dal'id Howe, Samuel Noble, Ephraim Knapp. Ephraim Rice, Jonathan Stod
dArd, Isaac Kendall, and llllllc Crosby were J>an.icipatoi'B in the aeizure.-MS. 
Court Records. 
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assaulted his house about two o'clock on the morning of the 
16th of November, 1783, and, having made a forcible entranoe, 
took him prisoner, conveyed him acr088 the line of the state 
into Massachusetts, and there left him. .AB soon as the seizure 
of Knowlton bad transpired, Brig.-Gen. Fletchel' gave orders 
for the military to assemble. With prompt obedience more 
than a hundred men belonging to the regiment of Col. Stephen 
R. Bradley and Col. John Sergeant rendezvoused and reported 
themselves ready to act as their leaders should command. But 
the return of Knowlton after a short absence, and the disper
siDn of the Yorkers, rendered their services unnecessary, 
and prevented a meeting which might have proved disastrous 
to both parties. 

The matter was not, however, allowed to rest here. On the 
18th of November a complaint was entered against the 
rioters by Edward Smith, a constable of Newfane, and a war
rant was issued by Samuel Fletcher a.s one of the Councillors 
of the state, for their arrest. Thomas Whipple and John 
Wheeler were taken without difficulty or delay, and a justices' 
court was immediately organized-Samuel Fletcher, who was 
also a civil officer, presiding-for the examination of the delin
quents. Whipple, being charged with an assault, acknowledged 
hie guilt, and stated that he with a number of others had, in 
obedience to the commands of Francis Prouty, assisted in 
carrying Knowlton without the bounds of Vermont. Having 
given bonds in _the sum of £100 with sureties for his appear
ance, he was dismissed until the next session of the Superior 
court. The result of Wheeler's examination is not recorded. 
A few days later Jonathan Dunkley was arrested, and on exam
ination had before Mr. Fletcher, on the 27th, was recognised in 
the same amount of bail that had served to effect the temporary 
release of Whipple. The constable's returns show that he further 
succeeded in taking "the body of Darius Wheeler," on the 24th, 
and that John Wheeler became responsible for his appearance 
before Mr. Fletcher. No Iecount of his examination has been 
preserved. The chief offender, Francis Prouty, was still at large. 
and it was well known that it would not be as easy to secure 
him as it had been to secure his abettors. When the brave 
deputy sheriff', Barzillai Rice, sought for him, he found him, on 
the 1st of December, at home, in company with five of his neigh
bors. The little party were well provided with guns and pitch
forks, the latter having been turned from a peaceful use to a 
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service of an opposite nature. On approaching the house, 
the deputy was confronted by Prouty, who, in language 
striking and emphatic, warned him to desist, and declared 
he would "be the .death of him," or, at the least, would " let out 
his guts," in case the deputy should attempt to enter his domicil 
or touch his pel'BOn. Well knowing that the pitchfork by its 
peculiar conformation, iw admirably adapted to inftict wounds 
of a remarkable nature, the deputy resolved to finish his call at 
Mr. Prouty's on some other occasion, when, even if his official 
presence should not be more acceptable than now, his person 
might be IDOJ'6 secu:re. 

The day that witnessed the defeat of Ute deputy at Brattle
borough, by means of "guns .and pitchforks," beheld an assem
blage at Guilford numbering more than seventy Yorkers, armed 
" with dangerons and offensive weapons." Theil' rage on thi~ 
occ:u;ion was directed against Benjamin Carpenter, a staunc4 
Vermonter, who had already held many important positions 
both on the field of battle and in the administration of govern
ment, and of whose physical and mental condition combined 
his epitaph has preserved a quaint record, which declares that 
his " Stature was about six feet. Weight 200. Death had no 
terror." But even these qualifications, sufficient to disarm the 
last enemy of his power, were not of a natw·e to protect their 
possessor from the attacks of an earthly foe. He was taken 
prisoner by the Yorkers,* and carried away "to his great 
damage." There is no written, printed, or traditional acconnt 
to show in what this damage consisted, nor is there reason to 
believe that it was very serious in its'natnre. Whatever it 
might have been, he survived it many years, and lived to see 
the nnal·establishment of the state, of whose constitution and 
government he was a founder. Occurrences like these were 
sufficient to convince the government of Vermont of the deter. 
mined nature of the opposition of the Yorkers. Retaliation, as 
on former occasions, was again resorted to. 

Though William Shattuck had not been released from th~ 
penalties which had been imposed upon him by the decree of 
banishment, yet so long as he refrained from inimical acts he 

• The more pl'Ominent aetore in this seizure were, Abraham. A. very, Cyril Car
penter, Jamea Davi.lon, Hezekiah Broad, Henry Evans, Nathaniel Carpenter, 
Adonijah Putnam, Joahna Nnree, Jotham Bigelow, Newell Earl, Henry Evans Jr., 
Joaeph Peek, Daniel Ashcraft, Joaeph Shepardson, David Goodenough, all of Guil
ford ; Charles Phelpe of Marlborough; and Eleazer Chlll'Ch of Brattleborongh. 

Digitized by Coogle 



506 mSTOBY OV EASTEBN VEBKO:NT. [1783. 

was allowed to live in the undisturbed posseesion of his house 
and fann. Still he was obliged to render to the treasurer of 
the state of Vermont an account of the income and expenses of 
his estate. Having again become obnoxious to government, he 
was arrested on the 25th of December by Oliver Waters, a 
Brattleborongh constable. Being placed in charge of a guard 
commanded by .Major Boyden, he was conveyed toW estminster. 
Here, after undergoing an examination before J nstice Nathan 
Fisk, in consequence of the disregard he had shown to the sen
tence by which he had been forbidden to return on pain of 
death, he was sentenced on the 27th to be imprisoned in "Ben
nington Gaol," without " bail or mainprize," until he should be 
discharged by due course of law. Again, under the direction 
of Waters and his posse, he was escorted across the mountains 
to his place of destination, where he was confined in irons on 
the 3d of January, 1784.* 

Kindly treatment had also been manifested towards Charles 
Phelps, although he had been indicted at the same time that 
his four friends were banished. By a resolution of the General 
Assembly of Vermont, passed on the 20th of October, 1783, 
Governor Chittenden had been requested to grant him permis
sion to visit Westminster; to attend upon the deliberations of 
the General Assembly then in session at that place ; and to 
return to his place of abode. This request was complied with 
on the 21st of October, and he was allowed "to pass unmolested 
from Walpole" to Westminster, there to remain during the 
Governor's pleasure, and thence to return to Walpole. All 
persons were warned to take notice of thiR pei\nission, and to 
"govern themselves accordingly." Subsequent acts of opposi
tion again brought him into a hostile position in the eyes of" the 
Vermonters. On the 3d of January, 1784, a warrant was issued 
for his arrest. Being taken on the 4ih he was imprisoned in 
the jail at Westminster, and the keeper was ordered to retain 
him in custody until the courts should declare their opinion 
respecting his future treatment. t 

Terrified at the summary manner in which the government 
ofV ermont appeared determined to treat its opponents, a number 
of the most prominent adherents of the New York party assem
bled at Brattleborough on the 6th of January, and addressed a 

• MS. Court Reoord.l. Papen ill ollloe Sea. Stata Vt.. liS. Papen ol S. :a. 
Bradley. 

t MS. Papers ol 8. R. Bradley. 
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petition to the authorities of the state, couched in these words: 
"Whereas the exigences of the people living in sundry of tbe 
towns on the Grants, viz., Brattlcborough, Guilford, Hinsdale, 
and others, demand the most serious consideration of the 
virtuons citizens both of the subjects of New York and V er
mont, and a zealous 888iduity to come to some equitable and 
salutary measures to prevent all kinds of severity against each 
other, or any hostile measures which will finally bar the bene
volent exertions of the subscribers in their humble address to 
the authority of Vermont. 

"Therefore it is most humbly prayed and earnestly· desired 
by each of us, the subscribers, that the authority of Vermont 
would immediately release Major Shattuck and Esquire Phelps 
fNm their present imprisonment ; also cease from acts of the 
like kind, and reBtrain the troops raised and to be commanded 
by Colonel Wait, from marching for the support of the govern
ment, until the rising of the next session of Assembly in Febru
ary next, at which session of Assembly, the subscribers, who 
profess themselves to be subjects of New York, really intend by 
themselves or by agents appointed for that purpose, to make 
application to said Assembly of Vermont, for a general purifi
cation, and an amicable settlement of past misunderstandings 
and things which have happened between the people claiming 
to be subjects of New York and Vermont, upon just and equi
table terms, consistent with the rights of mankind, the constitu
tion of Vermont, and the authority of the United States of 
America."* 

The reply of Governor Chittenden to this communication, 
dictated by those principles of loyalty which he owed to the 
state, and expressed in his own terse and emphatic language, 
was far from an endorsement of the views which had been set 
forth by the petitioners. "Gentlemen," he wrote on the lOth 
of' February, "I received a request signed by you, which 
appeared to be designed for the consideration of the authority 
of this state. Viewing it to have come only from those in oppo
sition to this government, it would not admit of an answer for 
many reasons which appear obvious from the tenor and style of 
your writing. I shall, however, inform yon, my friends, of my 

• The names appended to thia petition were thoee or John Bridgman, &muel 
Knight. John Houghton, Jonathan Hunt, William Biglow, Timothy Church, Henry 
EY&Illl, Jotham Biglow, Orlando Bridgman, Francia Prouty, Edward Carpenter, 
Timothy Phelpe, Hezeldah Stowe!, .Am011 Tote, Elijah Prouty, RutberCord Haya. 
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sentiments respecting the matters contained in it. The pi'08pecta 
I have had, which are well known to you, since the riaing of the 
Assembly, of a general submiaaion which was the only object 
of government, have been the only cause of the unexpected 
delay o{ the march of the troops. 

" I am very certain were the Assembly now sitting they 
would have no bargain to make with the people who have 
given us so much trouble without any object. I cannot say 
what might be done by them to prevent the march of Colonel 
Wait's troops. This I can say, that nothing short of an imm~ 
diate and universal submission can effect it."* 

Pending this correspondence, the V ermontel'IJ continued to 
harass the Y orkel'IJ with an energy which accorded well witlt 
the late proceedings of the General Assembly. Although a 
warrant for the arrest of Francis Prouty had -been in the hands 
of the constable for more than a month, yet by his vigilance 
the wily Lieutenant had eluded all efforts to take him. His 
capture was effected at last by a party of men who broke inm 
his house on the evening or the 8th of January, and removed 
him thence to prison. On the same night Seth Clark, a New 
York sergeant, was disposed of in a similar manner. Deter
mined to teach the Guiltordites a lesson, a party of five men, 
armed and prepared for attack or defence, entered the house of 
Capt. Joseph Peck, a few hours after the arrest of Prouty and 
Clark, leaving a number of persons on the outside in case ·their 
aid should be needed. Not finding the object of their search, 
and being unable to obtain any information from Mrs. Peck on 
the subject, they plundered the house, carrying off a sword and 
such other weapons as they could obtain. About one o'clock on 
the morning of the 9th the same party entered the dwelling of 
Maj. Henry Evans, whom they could not find, and of whom his 
wife could give no reliable account. A candle and a tinder
box, taken from the ample pocket of one of the intmders, gave 
them light in prosecuting their investigations, and enabled them 
to appropriate a gun, a sword, and a quantity of ammunition, 
as the reward of their labors. They next entered the house of 
Mary Carpenter, but finding there neither anns nor men, be
took themselves to the residence of Hezekiah Broad, and made 
inquiries for him of his wife Sarah. In this instance, as in two 
of the instances already mentioned, their visit was llithont sue> 

• llf'R ia o4loe 8eo. State Vt., i&. 1128. 
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eess. Broad, like many other Guilfordites, had been warned 
of their coming, and had wisely withdrawn from observation. 
In enterprises like these they were engaged until morning, and 
were so fortunate as to secure a number of old blunderbusses, 
rusty 'Swords, curiously carved powder·horns, pUI"8y bullet-bags, 
and long,snak~likesho~pouch~* 

Willing to put an end to theee nocturnal visitations, Stephen 
R. Bradley, on the lOth of January, addressed a letter "To the 
inhabitants of the town of Guilford and its vicinity, who have 
been oppoeing the government of Vermont." " I officially ac
quaint yon, as Attorney-General for the freemen of the state of 
Vermont," said be in this communication, " that government 
wishes for your welfare as a people, and notwithstanding the 
coercive measures that are adopted, are willing to do every
~ng for you consistent with the welfate of government; and I 
now aBBnre you, upon your desisting from your opposition, and 
returning peaceably to your families, your persons and proper
ties shall be protected ; and in order for that, upon your certi
fying under your hands on your parol of honor to me, or to the 
sheriff of this county, or his deputy, or to Major Josiah Boyden 
of Fnlbam, that you will not directly nor indirectly do any act 
or thing prejudicial to the state of Vermont, all prosecutions 
against any of you shall be no further prosecuted till the rising 
of the next General AMembly, when I trust yon may meet with 
all desired lenity. I except nevertheless all persons who have 
been taken by the officers of government, and such as have 
been banished. What you do in this respect must be soon, as 
the matter is now become serions." Irritated by the indignities 
to which they bad been "Subjected, the Yorkers were in no spirit 
to accept of conditions or apply for pardon. Meantime the 
V ennonters persisted in executing the law& of their state. On 
the lOth, warrants were iBBned for the arrest of Henry Evans of 
Guilford, and Eleazer Church and Nathaniel Chandler of Brat
tleborough. Church, who was taken on the 12th, was brought 
before Justice Nathan Fisk of Westminster, and being charged 
with " treasonable conduct" was lodged in the jail of that town, 
"loaded with irons." On the 13th, Chandler was also com
mitted.t 

From the latter part of October, 1783, to the present time, a 
detachment of state troops, which had varied in number from 

• V ariou MS. Depoeitio111. t MS. Papen in office 8eo. State Vt. 
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twenty-five to sixty-five, had been under arms for the purpose 
of quelling any outbreaks that might arise, and for assisting 
the sheriff in perfonning the duties of his office. They it were 
who had made arrests in the night time, and removed such 
means of defence as they could find, from the houses of the op
position. The quarters of Com.-Gen. Joseph Farnsworth, Maj. 
Josiah Boyden, Ens. Oliver Waters, and Lieut. Experience 
Fisk, the officers of this detachment, were at the inn of Josiah 
Arms, in Brattleborough. Enraged by the conduct of the sol
diers of this detachment, the Yorkers determined to retaliate by 
taking some of them prisoners. With this in'tention William 
White, Daniel Ashcraft,* Joseph Shepdarson Jr., Nathaniel 
Shepardson, Noah Shepardson, Samuel Melendy, Hezekiah 
Broad, Samuel Curtis, Moses Yaw, Daniel Cole, Artemas 
Goodenough, lthamar Goodenough, and J otham Biglow, all 
of Guilford; Richard Church and Isaac Kendall of BrattleOO. 
rongh; and a number of others, the whole commanded by 
Nathaniel Carpenter of Guilford, attacked the inn on the 16th, 
and demanded the immediate delivery of Waters, who had be
come especially obnoxious on account of the energy he had die
played in behalf' of the state. General Farnsworth endeavored 
to expostulate with them upon the rashness of their conduct, 
but they were deaf to his remonstrances and renewed their 
demand in the most peremptory manner. Determined to ao-

• At the commencement of the revolutionary war, Yr. Ashcraft, who YD 

friendly to the American cauae but who did not chooee to engage in the •t.ruggle, 
abandoned his dwelling on Fisher's bland within the then province of New Y orlt, 
and removed to the town of Guilford, in Cumberland connty. In the diapnts 
which afterwards arose among the aettler11 on the New Hampshire Grante, he 
supported the claims of the New York adherent~!, and in the end wu compelled 
to leavo the state. On the 26th of October, 1784, he petitioned the Legislature 
of New York for a grant of land in the western pari of that etate. The commi~ 
tee to whom his petition wu referred reported thereon on the 211th, and the eon. 
aideration of his request wu, on their recommendation, poetpooed. Finding that 
he could obtain no aid in this direction, be presented a petition to the Genersl 
Assembly of Vennont on the 19th of October, 1785, in which be prayed" for a 
pardon of all oft'encea he had committed" against the atate " by adhering to the 
govenunent of New York.• Tbe report of the committee to whom his request 
was referred atated, that although he had formerly been connected with the 
op~ition, he wu " now likely to make a good citizen," and recommended that he 
should be pardoned by an act of the Legislature, P"'vided be should take the 
oath of allegiance before the lilt of March, 1786. The repori wu accepted, ad 
an act was pUlled agreeable to the recommendation.-liS. Petition to N. Y. 
Benat~. Journal Senate N. Y., lat Meeting, 8th Beaaion, p. 13. Journals Gen. 
Aaa. Vt.., Oct. 1'186. 
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complish their object, and enraged by the grievances to which 
they had been subjected, they commenced an assault upon the 
house, and riddled the doors and windows with musket balls 
and buckshot. After firing about thirty times, wounding Major 
Boyden in the leg, and shooting a traveller through the thigh, 
they entered the building " in their common, desperate man
ner," as was subsequently stated, and having captured "\Vaters 
departed with their prey.* 

The object of Farnsworth in remonstrating with the York
ers was to delay their attack until the troops, who were 
quartered about a milo distant, could be informed of the danger 
with which the officers were threatened. But his efforts, as has 
been seen, were without avail. Satisfied with the result of 
their foray, the Yorkers surrounded the prisoner, and ordered 
him to accompany them. Under a strong guard they conveyed 
him on f09t to the northern lines of the state of Massachusetts, 
where they fastened on his hands "a huge weight of ill-shaped 
iron," and consigned him to the care of two of the party, with 
orders to conduct him to Poughkeepsie. The news of the seiz
ure reached Halifax on the night of the 17th, through the 
instrumentality of Lieut. John Noyes of Guilford, and pro
duced an intense excitement. Horses and arms were immedi
ately procured, and a company of fifteen ment led by Joseph 
Tucker started in pursuit. Knowing well the route which 
their opponents had taken, they followed closely in their track, 
and on the 18th reached Northampton, where they found W a
ters. They immediately rescued him, and at the same time 
secured his guards. 

Meantime Timothy Phelps, who had been entrnsted with 
a number of dispatches and depositions which he was to deliver 
to Governor Clinton, had commenced his journey, and having 
reached Hadley, was visiting his brother Charles, who was a 
resident of that town. Tucker and his party, who, to use their 
own language, were "then in high spirits," being unwilling 
to return without accomplishing some other exploit, determine~ 

• In a newspaper aecount of this affair it 11 stated that "Water. voluntarily 
Mligned himeelf up to the party." The oourt papere, and the other documentary 
testimony o( that period, oorroborate the vereion preeented in the text. 

t Thomu Scott, Stephen Gates, Timothy Woodward, David Willi&nll. Elijah 
Phillipe, Gorham Noyes, Joel Sumner, Philemon Stacy, Daniel Walworth, Rufua 
Fillk, Samnel Demlieon, John Noyee, Caleb Owen, Thomu Farnnrorth, Nathaniel 
Whit.ney.-Tuoker'a Petition. 
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to escort Timothy Phelps back to Vermont, in the same manner in 
which W atere had been compelled to leave that state. Concealing 
the object of their visit, they entered Hadley after nightfall and on 
approaching the house where Timothy Phelps was lodged asked 
to be admitted. Springing from hie bed and eizing his arms, 
Charles Phelps Ml8hed to the door, but before he could reach it, 
Tucker and hie men had forced an entrance. A severe struggle en
sued, in which th~ owner of the dwelling was overpowered and 
thrown to the ftoor. As the rioters were proceeding to bind 
him, his wife appeared and claimed him as her husband. At 
the same time Timothy Phelps came forward, an th rioters 
perceiving their mistake allowed the supposed offender to arise, 
and seizing his brother secured him and departed, with the 
intention of confining him in Bennington jail, where he had 
already spent so many months. 

As soon as Tucker and his party had gone, Charles Phelps 
hastened to Elisha Porter, the sheriff of Hampshire county, and 
informed him of the occurrences of the evening. Warrant& 
were immediately issued, a number of the local militia who 
were commanded by Phelps were placed under arms, a posse 
was also collected, and the whole party, thirty strong, mounted, 
and headed by the sheriff, were soon in hot pursuit. On reach
ing Hatfield, Waters's party had been joined by twelve more of 
the state troops of Vermont, and with this reinforcement they 
were pushing forward with as much speed as the circumstances 
would allow. Dashing on without once drawing rein, their pur
suers followed with spirit and determination. At eight o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th the rioters were overtaken at 
Bloody Brook in Deerfield, where they had dismounted to 
refresh both themselves and their horses. Entering the room 
where they were engaged at breakfast, the sheriff exclaimed, 
"Where are these damned Vermonters!" and without giving 
them time to rally, the men of Hampshire county commenced the 
attack. The rioters, ignorant of the legal authority under which 
their opponents were acting, and taking them for Yorkers, 
resisted with vigor. In the midst of the stmggle which was 
now becoming serious, the sheriff made known his official charac
ter, and pronounced the rioters his prisonei'8. Satisfied that resist
ance to such authority would be likely to tenninate unfortunately, 
Waters and his party submitted to the sheriff, released Timothy 
Phelps, and were carried back to Hadley. There they were 
tried before three justices. Four of them were found guilty of 
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riotous conduct, and were adjudged to pay in fines and costs 
£21 Ss. Tucker, in his relation of the affair, stated that this 
verdict was obtained through the instrumentality of Charles 
Phelps of Hadley, and that the views ot' the sheriff were so 
much changed when all the circumstances connected with the 
affair were made known to him, that he frankly forgave the 
Vermonters, although he had received more wounds than all · 
the rest of his party, eulogized them in open court as" good 
fellows," and promised his &BBistance in the future "both as a 
gentleman and a magistrate," in preventing their fellow-citizens 
from being " carried through that vicinity by the Yorkers."* 

• On the 26th of February following, Tucker and hia -iatee petitioned 
the General Aeeembly of Vermont who were then in le88ion at Bennington, for a 
nimbnnement of the expenses which they bad incurred in theae proceedings. 
Defending the coune they had punned, " we did all thia, • eaid they, "solely 
out of loyAlty and friendahip to this government, and although we did not 
carry our pointe in everything, yet we prevented Mr. W atere from being 
now oontlned in New York, which doubtless the Yorkers would hnve gloried 
mueh in ; and also obtained the favor of the officer in the M-huaettl state, be
fore mentioned, which will, in all probability, be interesting to thilltate." Their 
petition was referred to a committee of three, who enbeequently met and 
ooU81llted with a committee from the Council conaieting of Ira Allen. The 
report of the joint committee Willi acoepted on the 15th of March, and an order wne 
~ directing the ule of eo much of the estate of Charles PhelJlll of Marl
borough, which had already been conllcated to the u.e of the etate, u ehonld 
amount to ~9 1811. lld., the aum claimed by tha petitionere. At this point the 
nbject, it ie believed, Willi dropped, and wae probably never again revived.-MS. 
Acoounte of the Capture of Waters, Tucker, Phelpe, eto. Thompeon'e Vt Ga.
lletteer, p. 141. South Carolina Guette, Feb. 2, 17&&. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

' THE END OF RESISTANCE. 

'111egatheriDg of the Vermontmilitia~Brattleborougb-'111e numbv of the f~ 
-The marah to Guilford in the mow atonn-Spi-The Yorkll'l ~'111e 
1lght ~ Paekard'a ho-.8ergeult Silvuua Filk of the V enDOilt troo~ ~ 
t&lly wounded-Ethu Allea ani vee with reinforoemeot.-A. number ofY ork .. 
taken prisoners, and lodged in the jail ~ W eatminater-The .-ion of the 
Superior eourt ~ Weatminater-Twenty·five Yorker~~ arraigned at the b
Their trial-Conviofiion-8en*-Venuontera take Duiel Shepardaon pri
eoner-Iuetruotion to New York delegatee in Co~ Report of joint OOIIIJUit. 
tee of Senate ud Aaembly of New York on the late traa.otiona-Additional 
inetruotioo.a-William Bhattuck-Charlea Phelpe-Oft'enden pardoned-Beaolu
tiona of the General A&Mmbly and Council of Vermont-The militia force ~ 
Guillord reduced-David Good.nousb-S:e and Dauiel Spieer are fired on by a 
acout from Lieut.. Kaight'e compuy-Bpieer ia killed-BarWoua eonduot of 
the Vermont militi6--Aceount of Daniel and Jabez Bpi~ Kqht 
inlorme1he Legialatnre of Vermont of the ~ at Guilford-Action ol 
the Legielatnre-Rumora of war-The condition of Guilford-Governor Hu
cock'a proclamation-County houat .at Wi.lidlor-Att.npt to i.literelt Co~ 
in the controversy-Court of Inquiry held at W•tminater<-The Yorken 
petition for pardon-Their reqn11t gnmted by an act of the General ~bly 
-Charl11 Phelpe pardoned-Letter of citisene of Brattleborough and Guilford 
to Gov. Clinton-Improved oondition of Vermont. 

IN the midst of these transactions, Colonel Ohurch and Major 
Evans wrote to Governor Clinton, begging him to adopt such 
measures as would tend to their relief, and free them from the 
oppressions of the V ermouters. In their letter of the 16th of 
January, they informed him, that they were forced to be under 
arms day and night; detailed to him the names of those who 
had been imprisoned ; and, filled with the dread of their foes 
and ready to believe every rumor which might be suggested, 
reported that an army of four hundred or five hundred Ver
monters were already stationed in separate divisions at Brattle
borough, Marlborough, and Halifax, ready to "kill, burn, and 
destroy all before them." These representations, although exag-
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gerated, were destined to be verified, in part, during the follow
ing week. The seizure of Waters had confirmed the V ermonrers 
in the determination they had taken to subdue the Yorkers by 
military force, and the time had now come for the execution of 
this design. The colonels of two of the nearest regiments were 
immediately informed that the period for action had arrived, and 
were requested to collect their companies and proceed without 
delay to the seat of war. 

On Saturday the 17th of January, the day succeeding the 
publication of these orders, troops began to aeeemble, towards 
evening, at the rendezvous in Brattleborough, the inn of Josiah 
Arms. On the following day reinforcements arrived from the 
neighboring towns, and the usually quiet village rapidly assumed 
the appearance of a military station. The quiet of Sunday was 
disturbed by the roll of. the drum and · the shrill notes of the 
fife. The place of worship was deserted, for all were interested 
in the contemplated proceedings. Those who acknowledged 
the government of Vermont, freely opened their houses to the 
soldiers,. while those who owed allegiance to New. Y Qrk barred 
their dooJ'B, and carefully guarded every entrance to their 
dwellings. Bnllets were moulded; guns prepared ; belts fur
nished ; buckles polished; dresses lacking. in martial appearance 
were made more · martial; :and ·any arrangement which would 
tend to expedite the march was perfected. · · 

The number of men who reported themselves on the morning 
of Monday, the 19th, ready for service, ~was more than three 
hundred. The regbnent of state troops, the comme.nd of which 
had been given' to Col. Benjamin Wait, mustered nearly a 
hundred guns, and was officered by Lieut.-Col. Elijah Knight, 
Maj. Josiah Boyden, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney. Of the 
fuat brigade of the militia under the· command of Gen. Samuel 
Fletcher, the first: regiment was officered by Col. Stephen R. 
Bradley, Maj. Samuel Minott, Adjt. Eliakim Spooner, and 
Quarter Master Benjamin Burt. From this regiment there 
were now assembled a company trom Townshend of fifty-three 
men, commanded by Capt. Josiah Fisk ; one from Westminster 
of fbrty•folll' men, under the command of Capt. Silas Burk ; 
one from Putney of twenty-seven men, in charge of Lieut. 
Ebenezer Parker; and one from Rockingham of twenty-two 
men, commanded by Capt. John Fuller. Of the regiment of 
Col. John Sergeants, belonging also to Gen. Fletcher's brigade, 
Capt. Isaac Wheeler commanded a company from Wilmington 
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of thirty-two men ; LieuL Daniel Gates one from Dummerston 
of twenty-two men; and SergL Sylvester Bishop one from Marl· 
borough of fifteen men. 

Snow had begun to fall early on Monday morning, and when, 
a few hours after sunrise, the troops commenced their march, 
the storm had become so severe, and the roads so obstructed, 
that rackets were found of great assistance in increasing loco
motion. As the little army, piloted by Samuel Shepardson, 
advanced in a southwesterly direction, a violent northwester 
blowing the snow upon the right side of their faces, served to 
increase the unpleasantness of the undertaking. The ordnance 
department was composed of one old cannon, almost useless, 
from Dummerston, and was superintended by Ebenezer Haven 
and Isaac Miller. The soldiers marched in single file, about 
three paces distant one from another, and as they wound 
through the woods, appearing here at a clearing, and anon dis
appearing in a thicket, the effect upon those who beheld them 
was far more beneficial in inspiring fear, than would have been 
the display of a dozen field-pieces. The long procession, but 
dimly seen through the falling snow, left full scope for the 
imagination, and many believed that a numerous host was 
coming to ravage, burn, and destroy. In the lower part of 
Brattleborough, the advanced guard noticed on the further side 
of the fence that skirted the road, a man on horseback stationed 
on a little elevation, who rode oft' at their approach. Others 
similarly posted were met further on, and it now became 
evident that spies had been placed along the whole line of the 
route by which the troops were advancing. The service which 
these spies unintentionally performed for the Vermonters, was 
far from being trivial. Deceived by the appearance of the 
approaching columns, they rode back to their friends and 
reported that the enemy was a thousand strong. At the same 
time the Vermonters were informed by some persons whom 
they had captured, that the Yorkers to the number of a hundred 
and sixty, had taken a pledge to fight to the death. At Guilford 
the soldiel'8 halted for the night, obtaining shelter in holl8e8, 
barns, and such other places as afforded protection from the 
storm. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 20th, hostilities commenced. 
About forty Y orkel'8 had rendezvoused at a honse in Guilford 
occupied by a man named Stowell, and had stationed themselves 
not only within, but around the building, and behind au adjacent 
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pile of logs. But at the sight of the armed militia they quailed 
and fled, with the exception of eight or ten who were captured. 
After running half a mile, their course being most of the way 
descending, they again took a position in the house of a Mrs. 
Holton, a widow, situated on a plain, and again swore to stand 
their ground and ":fight it out." Meantime Oaptain Burke's 
men, with two other companies, stopped and took possession of 
Stowell's house, while Oaptain Whitney and his followers 
pushed on to dislodge the Yorkers at Holton's. This was easily 
effected, for no sooner had Whitney and his troops reached the 
house than the Yorkers again ran, halting at a p<)int about half 
a mile further on. It was now between two and three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and as the valiant soldiery had found that they 
could enjoy accommodations in the houses which had been 
vacated by the Yorkers, they determined to suspend all warlike 
operations of an aggressive characteruntil the morning. Having 
taken good heed to station guards about their encampments, and 
to send out spies to watch the motions of the enemy, they made 
preparations to spend the night as agreeably as their circum
stances would permit. 

On Wednesday, the 21st, the troops assembled at Stowell's 
house. Part of them were detached thence to reconnoitre in 
.Marlborough and Halifax, while the main body advanced in 
pursuit of the Yorkers. The snow had now become so deep 
that the officers, being on foot, found it difficult to perform their 
duty with all the alacrity which the circumstances required. 
Horses were accordingly procured for Colonel Bradley, Adju
tant Spooner, Dr. Elkanah Day, and others, and the supervision 
of affairs was thus rendered easier and more complete. On 
reaching the top of a hill, distant about a mile and a half from 
the Massachusetts line, the house of one Packard, a justice of the 
peace, near which it was supposed the Yorkers were assembled, 
was easily discerned. The Vermonters pressed forward, and as 
they approached the building, thirty or forty Yorkers, who were 
within at dinner, rushed out with their guns, and began to 
station themselves in an advantageous position. At Packard's 
house commenced a valley running south, through which lay 
the road. The elevation on the right had been cleared of brush 
and underwood, but there were still standing a number of 
girdled hemlocks, whose size and position afforded a safe cover 
to which to flee or whence to assail. A scattering growth of 
sugar maples on the elevation at the left, offered similar ad van-
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tages. .AcroiB the :roM the bole of a large tree had been thrown, 
behind which 81ld the treea on either side, the. Y orlws awaited 
the approach of the troops. · 

As they advanced, '8qnire Packard appeared at the dOOI' 
of his dwelling, and begged Sergt. Silt'&008 Fiakl, who wae 
temporarily in command of the advance company, not to 
proceed, telling him at the same time that as SOOD as he should 
pass a certain blaebmith's shop, sitnated a abort distance 
before him, ae and his company would certainly be fired npon. 
Fisk, a young man, rub. and impetuous, was not disposed 
to pay mnch attention to this warning. . When paasiDg through 
Westminster, in reply to BOJDe inquiry as to the COUl'Be which 
W88 to be p1ll'B11ed towards the opposition, he had been heard to 
say in one of the rough expressions of a. fanner, that. he would 
show the Yorket"8 " how the pig ate the hotter t thus signifying, 
by an allnsion now obsolete, that he would teach the oppo
nents of Vermont a leeeon which tlley woald not eoon forget. 
His daring .did not now deeert him, and his men, partaking of 
hia spirit, followed where he led. 

The given point was soon reached, but the V ermontera 
had hardly plllMd it, when a discharge from the right proved 
the truth of Packard's assertion. No injury followed this 
assault. The troops pressed forward and were &g!Un fired upon 
from the barricade in front. As the · 8J'D()ke oceasioned by 
this volley cleared away,: a IIl8D distiDgniahed by the blue coat 
which he wore came from behind the maples, and with 
deliberate aim discharged hiJ gun at S~rgeant Fisk. The ball 
took effect, entering at the rightei& of the stomach and passing 
into the groin. "Are yon badly hurt, Sergeant i" said Private 
Theophilus Orawford;;who was :al:anding near him. '' God blees 
you I" rep!ied Fisk, ~' don't ask any questions, but push on and 
kill some of the devils." Encouraged by these words, his. men 
gave chase to the now retreating Yorkers, and, pursuing them 
with hot haste, drove them more than· hAlf a mile beyond 
the boundaries of Vermont, and within the limita of l£8lti&
chusetta. Unable to walk, Fisk was placed on a &leigh, and 
being taken to Mrs. Holtion's dwelling was treated with all the 
attentions which kindness could suggest. But his wound 
proved incurable, and he died before the cJose of the following 
spring. The only other person who suft'ered on this occasion 
was Joel Knight of Dummerston, who was slightly injured in 
the arm by a bullet. 
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Driven from their homes, the Yorkers applied for assistance 
to the inhabitants of the towns in Massachusetts to which they 
had fled. This was readily granted as far as food and shelter 
would avail, but no one was willing to engage in acts of hosti
lity against the neigh boring state, without orders from Congress. 
Hoping to obtain favorable t.erms, the Yorkers sent a flag to· 
their "unnatural enemy," as theystyled the Vermonters,. pro
mising paeeive obedience tmtil the rising of the Vermont Assem
bly, provided· they· ahould be 'permitted to return to their 
homes and remain there unmolested. To their message they 
received no reply, and the person by whom it was carried wu 
detained as a prisoner. 

On the 22d, Ethan Allen arrived with ammunition and 
reinforcemenfa. Of the companies· from Bennington which came 
with him, one was commanded by Capt. Joseph Safi'ord, another 
by Capt. Hezekiah Annstrong, and a third by Capt. Joseph 
Wickwire. Not daring to make an incursion within the jnria
diction of Massachusetts in pursuit of the Y orkere, who had 
fled thither for safety, and deeming it 1I8eleee to ·remain longer 
in a place where their presence could be of no essential service . 
to the cause they maintained, the officers from both ~~idee of the 
mounu.ins, after. a long consultation, concluded to return. · To 
render the march more easy, a company were dispatched, in. the 
morning, to break a :road through the snow which was now nearly 
fonr feet·in depth on the level. Leaving Stowell!s"house two 
hours before sUl'18et, the main body of the troops began their 
march, having in charge about twenty prisoners, and reached 
the tavern of Landlord Arms, in Brattleborough, the same 
night. Here a portion of the troops were ·dismissed. On the 
morning of the W the remainder proceeded to· W eatminster, 
where the Y orkere were lodged in jail to await their trial at the 
next BeBSion of the Superior court. 

During the time which intervened between the commitment 
and the trial, the prisoners were guarded by a strong military 
watch, and every precaution was taken to prevent· their escape. 
An account of these proceedings was sent by Colonel Church 
and Major Evans to Governor Clinton, and a request was made 
that he would write to the Governor of Massachusetts, if such 
an act was proper, and desire him to send relief to the unfor
tunate subjects of New York. "We are driven from our habi
tations," said they. "Our houses are plundered. Our posses
sions taken from us. We are in a very miserable situation, and 
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implore your Excellency's interposition, our case being really 
deplorable."* 

On the 8d of February the Superior court commenced its 
eession at Westminster, Moees Robinson, chief judge, presiding. 
About twenty-five prisonel'B were arraigned at the bar. Francis 
Prouty, who had been engaged in the month of Novemberlast, 
at the head of a number of men, in conveying Luke Knowlton 
without the bordel'B of Vermont, pleaded guilty to the indict
ment of the grand jurors, and was sentenced to pay a fine of 
£30, with costs of prosecution, and tO be "imprisoned in cloee 
confinement for the space of forty days." He was also charged, 
in a separate indictment, with having entered Knowlton's hoUBe 
on the same occasion burglariously, and with an intent " the 
goods and chattels of the said Knowlton to steal, take, and carry· 
away." This accusation was not substantiated. To a third 
charge, that of resisting the deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, when 
he endeavored to arrest him on a warrant issued in consequence 
of his attack upon Knowlton, he pleaded not guilty. The 
records of the court do not· show a decision contrary to the plea. 
Of thoee who had been accused of being engaged in an 888&nlt 
upon Benjamin Carpenter in December last, only a few were 
arrested, and of this number Charles Phelps, Abraham Avery, 
and Henry Evans pleaded not guilty, and were sentenced to pay 
the costs of the prosecution. A nol. pro8. was entered in behalf 
of Henry Evans Jr. Cyril Carpenter was alone found guilty, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20; to give bonds for his good 
behavior; and stand committed until judgment should be com
plied with. 

As the result of the investigations consequent upon the late 
hostilities at Guilford, the grand jurol'B presented charges against 
a number of the Y orkel'B. The principal count in the indict
ments was that in which the wounding of Silvanus Fisk " so 
that his life is greatly despaired of," was set forth. Joeeph 
Wells of Brattleborough pleaded guilty to the charge of being 
engaged in the proceedings which resulted in this sad event, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20 and the costs of prosecution ; 
to be imprisoned six months; and if the terms of the whole 
sentence were not complied with at the end of that time, to 
stand committed until the satisfaction should be complete. 
Elijah Curtis, a participator in the same affair, and who entered 

• .MS. Aocounta. Old men'• narratiODa. 
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a plea of not guilty, was fined £10 and the costs of the suit. 
On another indictment to which Joseph Wells pleaded guilty, 
the court sentenced the delinquent to "close confinement" for six 
months, and fined him £30 and coets. Amos Yaw Jr., charged 
with some offence, owned that he had disobeyed a Vermont 
officer. To the remainder of the indictment in his case the 
State's attorney entered a 'Ml. proa. The prisoner was amerced 
in the sum of £5 and the costs of suit. Charles Phelps was 
tried for the offences which had been charged against him in the 
fall of 1782, similar in their nature to those which had resulted 
in the condemnation of Shattuck, Ohnrch, Evans, and Timothy 
Phelps. His plea was guilty. By the judgment of the court 
he was attainted of treason; was sentenced to sixty days' im
prisonment; and all his estate, real and personal, was forfeited 
to the use of the state. Edward Carpenter, Asaph varpenter, 
Shubael Bnllock, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Thurber, all 
of whom were proved to have been engaged in the disturbances 
at Guilford, were fined in sums varying with the character of 
the offences committed. Of the rest of the offenders, some were 
mulcted in small amounts ; others were dismissed oil paying the 
costs of prosecution ; and in the case of a few the complaints 
were withdrawn for want of evidence to sustain them. 

During the session of the court, Westminster had presented 
more the appearance of a military encampment than of a 
peaceful village. With the departure of the dignitaries of the 
bench, the lawyers of the bar, and the prisoners in the dock, 
it again &BBumed its wonted aspect, and the roll of the drum 
and the shrill notes of the fife gave place to the music of the 
merry sleigh bells of winter, and left to their jingling notes the 
monopoly of noise for the rest of the season. 

For the purpose of keeping the Yorkers in subjection, a por
tion of the troops, comprising Lieut. Elijah Knight's company 
of twenty men, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney's of sixty-five, 
were stationed at Guilford and in the adjacent towns until the 
1st of March following. The effect of this watchfulness was to 
prevent those who had :fled from returning, and had not the 
hospitalities of the inhabitants of the neighboring state been 
extended to the refugees, their sufferings-multiplied though 
they were-would have been far more severe and intolerable. 
Intent upon an excursion of some kind, and finding but little 
opposition within the borders of Vermont, a party of soldiers 
set ont on the 20th of February, with the determination of 
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securing Daniel Shepardson, a sworn magiatrate of the state of 
New York, and until within a few weeks a resident of Guilford. 
Proceeding to Northfield, Massachusetts, :where Shepardson 
had taken up his temporary abode, they made him a prisoner, 
although he was at that time within the Jurisdiction of another 
state, and hurried him back to V erm.ont, where he was placed 
in confinement. In many instances the property, which the 
Yorkers in consequence of their sudden flight h~ left unp~ 
tected, was regarded by the militia as legitimate spoil, and not a 
few of the latter manifested an unbecoming pleasure in despoil
ing their adversaries of such necessaries and conveniences of 
life as were found in the deserted dwellings. 

Meantime the Legislature of New York, fully alive to the 
unhappy situation of the citizens of that state residing in V er
mont, wore endeavoring to obtain from Congress a definitive 
settlement of the dispute between the contending parties. On 
the 2d of February, James Duane, from the committee ap
pointed to prepare instructions to the delegates from New York 
in Congress, presented a report to the Senate, in which among 
other recommendations, it was ad vised, that the delegates be 
instructed t( to press Congress for a decision in the long-pro
tracted controversy respecting the rights of this state to the dis
triet commonly called the New Hampshire Grants, not on con
sideration of public expediency, but consistency with the assu
rances of Congress, according to equity. That they represent, 
in the most pointed Wins, the grievous injustice done to the 
state by such delay, especially after a submission in compliance 
with the unanimous recommendation of Congress, and claim, 
most expressly, a performance of the solemn engagement of 
Congress to make the said decision, on a pledge no less sacred 
than that of the faith of the United States, which ought not to 
be violated on any pretence whatsoever. That they likewise 
represent to Congress the danger which may arise from further 
procrastination; that the leaders of the district in question have 
actually raised troops, and do now employ those troops to re
duce other inhabitants, resident in said district, and acknow
ledging themselves citizens of this state, to submit to the said 
assumed government; that when every state ought to be in the 
full enjoyment of the blessings of peace, under the protection 
of the Union, this alone is in the disagreeable situation of hav
ing hostilities already commenced against its citizens ; but, that 
if she must recur to force for the preservation of her lawful 
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authority, the impai1ial world will pronounce that none of the 
bloodshed., di8order, or disunion, which may ensue, can be 
imputable to this Legislature, who appeal to the Journals of 
Congress for the rectitude, moderation, and liberality of the 
measures they have invariably pursued to produce an amicable 
determination of the controvel'8y. And laltly, that they, if 
necesaa.ry, be most explicit on the subject, and inform Congress 
that this Legislature conceive themselves to be urgently pressed 
by the great duty of self-preservation, to prepare, without loss 
of time, for the wol'8t events : and that, however eincerely they 
are disposed to maintain the Union, and to manifest an invio
lable respect for Congress, if the decision, which has so long in 
vain been solicited, should not be pronounced within two 
months next after nine states shall be repFe&ented in Congress, 
subsequent to this state being represented there, no further 
expectations can be entertained of such decision, and that this 
state, with whatever deep regret, will be compelled to consider 
herself as left to pursue her own oounsels, destitute of the pro
tection of the United States, to whose judgment they have 
cheerfully submitted, and on whose justice they have hitherto 
relied. 

" The committee further report it as . their opinion, that if 
CongresS should delay the decision of the said controvel'8y after 
the time &hove limited, it ought. to be considered as a denial of 
jllBtice. That the act entitled ' An act to empower the Con
gress of the United States of America, to determine all con
trovel'8ies relative to certain lands in the counties of Cumber
land, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Albany, commonly called the 
New Hampshire Grants,' passed the 21st day of October, 
1779, * ought to be repealed, in order that· this Legislature may 
be left at liberty to propose an adjustment of the said dispute 
in the mode prescribed by the ninth article of the federal union, 
or to take such other measures as the preservation ot' their coun
try from lawless invasion and encroachment may require." 

On the 6th of February, before the instructions had received 
the sanction of the Legislature, Timothy Phelpst appeared be-

' • See 11..U, p. 366. 
t After eeeaping from Oliver Waters on the 19th of January, 1'184, aa baa been 

previoUBly mentioned, Phelpa resumed his journey southward. He tarried at 
Norwich a few days, where hie wife waa then visiting, and on reaching the city 
of New York prMented to the Senate, who were then in se1!8ion at that place, 
eleven papers containing infonnation reRpecting the situation of the friends of 
New York in Vermont, whieh papers had been entrusted to his oare by Samuel 
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fore the Senate ; testified under oath to the maltreabnent he 
had received on account of his allegiance to New York; and 
produced a number of papel'8 and depositions "relative to the 
disorders and violences committed on the well-affected citizens 
of the state, residing in the north-eastern parts thereof, by per
sons under the authority of the usurped government commonly 
called Vermont." The information and papers were immedi
ately communicated to the A&Sembly, and were by them con
sidered on the 7th. By a concurrent resolution of the two 
Houses, the whole subject was referred to a joint committee 
composed of Messl'8. Ford, Lamb, Nicholson, Coe, and Lott 
from the .Assembly, and Messl'8. Duane, Paine, and Floyd from 
the Senate. On the 13th Mr. Ford, as chairman of the joint 
eommittee, rendered his report to the Assembly. In it he 
adverted briefly to the principal events connected with the con
trovel'8y, which had occurred since the time when Governor 
Benning Wentworth made grants " in express violation of a 
solemn agreement with the former government of this state, 
that all grants should be suspended until the final decision of 
the Crown." Turning, then, to the consideration of the present 
condition of affail'8 he observed :-

" It appears to the committee, that the people who style 
themselves Vermontel'8, to prevent all opposition to their project 
of independence, have actually raised troops and levied war 
against those of their neighbol'8 within the said district, who 
yield allegiance to the state of New York; that hostilities have 
actually been commenced; that many of the subjects of this 
state have been imprisoned, loaded with irons, and punished as 
traitors with the utmost severity ; and that othel'8 have been 
driven from their habitations, and have had their property 
confiscated, for no other reason than their attachment to this 
state. 

"That the papers which were suhmitted to the committee 

Bixby, one of the jUIIticea of the peace for Cumberland connty by the appoint.. 
ment of New York. At the same time he exhibited a complaint and a deposition 
deecriptive of his own suft'eringe and condition. While awaiting the reault of the 
deliberations of the Legislature, he " not only expended the little money" he had 
received from his friends who had aent him on this miaaion, but wu obliged to 
pawn hia clothes in order to procure food and lodginga. In thia situation be 
memorialized the Aaaembly, begging them "to provide him with means aufficient 
to pay his expeDBeB and " enable him to leave the city with decency and credit." 
Bia petition wu read on the J'lth of February, and referred to Meeara. Adgate, 
Malcom, and Y ounga. It is probable that bia suft'eringa were reliel'ed. Journal 
Aaa. N. Y., 7th BeaBion, p. 40. 
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contain sufficient proof of these facts, and an earnest appli
cation from the 188t mentioned inhabitants to this state, for 
protection. 

"That, upon the whole, it is the opmion of the committee, 
that the most decided meaaures ought to be pursued, without 
loss of time, 88 well for the protection of our said suffering citi
zens, 88 for the peace and tranquillity of the said district. 

" That theretore Congress ought to be earnestly pressed 
to determine the controversy aforesaid ; and that, to remove all 
uneaainess about the right of soil, the concessions respecting 
the said district ought to be so far enlarged, 88 to confirm to the 
said claimants, the lands which they hold within the lines of 
the towns settled by them, although they may be compre
hended within the bounds of patents of prior date, under the 
seal of New York. That this concession should be fully gua
ranteed to the said claimants by the United States in Congress 
assembled; and that it is the opinion of the committee, that a 
bill should be ordered to be brought in, for carrying . the 
measures aforesaid into effect." 

The House agreed with the committee in their report, and 
the same committee were appointed to bring in a bill "for 
carrying into effect the me88uree " they themsel vee had recom
mended. On the 27th, instructions to the New York delegates 
in Congress suggested by the report of the committee, and 
additional to those which had been introduced on the 2d, were 
presented to the Senate and adopted. On the same day both 
sets of instructions were sent to the Assembly, and were con
curred in by them on the 2d of March.* 

While the Legislature of New York were deliberating, 
resolving, instructing, and the inhabitants of the southern 
part of Windham county were engaged in attacking, re
pelling, and defending, the General Assembly of Vermont 
convened at Bennington on the 19th of February and 
continued in session until the 9th of March following. 
The present condition of affairs in the southern part of the state; 
the means by which obedience to constituted authority could be 
enforced ; questions of policy ; and the consideration of the 
petitions of~ orkers who had become obnoxious to punishment, 
were topics which occupied the time and shared the delibera
tions of the repreeentati ves of the people on this occasion. From 

• Journal Senate, N. Y., 'lt.h ~on, pp. 18, 1'1, 10, 21, fi, f8, "- Journal 
.Aaembly, N.Y., '1t.h .-ion, pp. 80, 86, 8'1, 69, 80, 61. 
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his cell in "Bennington jail," where he had been confined 
during the two months preceding, William Shattuck on the 24th 
of February, supplicate4 the Assembly for pardon. His request 
was referred to a joint committee, but their report was laid on 
the table on the 26th, "for further consideration," and was 
allowed to remain there dnring the rest of the session.* A 
petition from Charles Phelps, imprisoned in the same place, 
praying to be released from confinement, was, on the 26th, 
referred to a joint committee, who recommended in their report 
of the 27th, "that the said ChiU'les Phelps be immediately die
charged from his imprisonment ; and, that no part of the estate 
of said Phelps, which has been seized and confiscated by order 
of the Supreme court, be sold or disposed of until further orders 
from the Assembly." The report was accepted, and a bill was 
introduced, entitled, "An act to discharge Charles Phelps from 
imprisonment." Having been read and accepted in the .Assem
bly, it was sent to the Council and received their concurrence. 
On the same day Phelps was permitted to. appear before the 
Council, and in their presence voltmtan1y took " the oath of 
allegiance and fidelity to the state of V ennont." Though, by 
this act, he obtained his liberty, his property, which had been 
taken from him, was not restored, nor was that which remained 
allowed to rest unmolested. Debts due the government of V er
mont from insolvent or absconding Yorkers, were satisfied from 
his estate. His boob were borrowed by Vermont lawyers to be 

• On a wbeequent oocufon Shattuck petitioned the Council for hie releaee, 
aaquie.oing in the juatiee of the eentenoe of 'baniahment which had been ~ 
upcm him by the Superior court in September, 178i, and prsyiug for pardon. 
Ria prayer wu granted on the 12th of April, 1784, and areeolution wu ~ 
reetoring him to partial citizenship, and declaring biB Mtate free from the· ban of 
eonflaeation. The conditions on which these favors were be!towed, we~ that be 
should pay to the eheri1F of Bennington CIOunty £ill lawful money, to meet the 
coste of pi'OieCUtion; satisfy the" just demaDda" of Na\han FAy, the jail kHper, 
for board; and gin to the treasurer of the state bonds in £100, lawful money, 
with sufficient sureties, that he would not "enter or presume to go into the county 
of Windham, without liberty therefor first had and obtained • from the Couoeil. 
With these terme he complied, and thus obtained hie dieoharge. A few weeb 
later be notified to Governor Chittenden the " di.strellaed cireumatane. • of hie 
family, and hie inability to relieve them, except in person. A pueport, ligned 
by the Governor and Councillors, wu aeoordingly granted to him on the 8th of 
Jnue, 1784, by which penni!IBion wu given him to TiBit his family unmole!!ted. 
On the 14th of October, I'TSIS, he prayed the General A11!81Dbly to rei- him 
from the payment of the £2tl bond. The application wu diamilled without ao 
anewer. Journals Gen. AM. Vt., and Vl Council Recorda, 17M. Papers relating 
to Vl Controversy, in office Seo. StateN. Y., p. tl8. 
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used and kept. His cattle were divided among the neighboring 
families. Much of his household furniture served to enrich the 
best rooms of his sturdy opponents. A full pardon granted to 
him by the General Assembly at their session in October 
following, alone aaved him from beggary and ruin. 

During the meeting of the Council, a memorial was presented 
by Cyril Oarpenter, who at the last Be88ion of the Superior 
court had been sentenced to pay a fine for being " concerned in 
a dangerous riot." In it he stated that he had since taken the 
oath of allegiance; that he intended to " consider himself" in 
the future as a good and peaceable subject; that he woa a poor 
man, entirely unable, at present, to satisfy the judgment of the 
court ; and that he desired a remiSBion of' the fine, or a suspension 
of collection until he should be able to pay. Similar statements 
were made by otheJ"B similarly situated, and the whole subject 
was temporarily settled by the passage of a resolution on 
the 28th, directing the state's attorney for Windham county 
to suspend the CQllection of fines against Cyril Carpenter; 
Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carpenter, Amos Yaw Jr., Shubael 
Bullock, Elijah Curtis, J oieph Chamberlain, and David Thur
ber, until further orders.* 

In the General Assembly, pursuant to a motion offered by 
Colonel Bradley, the Westminster delegate, a committee, ap
pointed on the 1st of March, were authorized to ascertain the 
amount of the expellle8 attending the illne88 of Sergt. Silvanus 
Fisk, ocCil8ioned by the injuries he had received from the Yorkers 
while supporting the authority of the state. Though the report of" 
the committee was rejeeted, yet a resolution w88 adopted on the 
2d, directing the payment of £35 on his behalf, and the i88ning of 
orders npon the " hard money tax" for the purpose of meeting 
any charges which might remain unsettled. t The expediency 
of continuing a body of troops at Guilford W88 considered at 
the same seSBion. The opinion of the gentlemen who were 
selected to report upon this point was favorable to a reduction 

• October !16th, 1 '184. The Council, in lleEon at Rutland, resolved, " that the 
fine of Edward Carpenter, Aaaph Carpenter, and Cyril Carpenter, imposed on 
them by the Supreme eourt of thia atate, be, and !a hereby remitted..,. ~ 
from Council .Minute.. 

t At the neon .-iou of the .A.eeembly, the treaaurer waa directed by a 
reeolution, ~ October 18th, 1'184, "to illllue an order in favor of Silvanus 
Fiek, late dec«ued, who waa wounded in the aerviee of th!a state, for the balance 
due for h!a laat eiokn-, by the committee of pay-table, upon either of the 
collectors of the two-pellDJ ta: within th!a etate." Journals, etc. 
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of the force there stationed. Brig.-Gen. Samuel Fletcher was there
fore empowered to proceed to Guilford, and discharge from ser
vice the state troops raised for the B88ietance of the sherift' of Wind
ham county, with the exception of one lieutenaot, one ensign, 
two sergeants, two corporals, and twenty-one rank and file. In 
fulfilment of this commission, Fletcher dismissed the militia on 
the 1st of 'March, retaining only Lieut. Elijah Knight, and 
a company of men under hie command of the number and 
character requisite to meet the Assembly's resolution. • 

Following this reduction, the Y or1rers, who had fled &erOS& 
the southern line of the state, emboldened by the belief that 
they would not be resisted as vigorously as they had been 
during the preceding three months, began to contemplate 
a return. Not unfrequently, under cover of the night, they 
would visit the house of some friendly Vermonter, and engage 
for an hour in conversation respecting the comse which the 
victors intended to pursue towards the vanquished in the future. 
Unwilling to be regarded as recreant to his duty, Lieutenant 
Knight redoubled his vigilance, and the opposition were, in 
consequence, more closely watched than ever before. 

Among the citizens of Guilford who most strictly adhered 
to the jurisdiction of New York, David Goodenough was 
pre-eminent. He had accepted of a lieutenancy from that 
state ; had been imprisoned for this act ; had been released 
under large bonds ; and finally, having been ordered out 
of town, had left his fainily and taken up his residence tem· 
porarily in 'MB88&Chusetts. Desirous of visiting his wife and 
children, whom h~ had not seen for some time, and :finding it 
necessary to go by night, as hie life had been threatened, he 
invited Daniel Spicer of Bernardston, "a young man of good 
repute," to accompany him. Spicer accepted the invitation, 
having, however, previously informed Goodenough that he was 
neutral on the subject of the existing controversy, and could 
enter into no quarrel "with the Statesmen," as the Vermonters 
were then styled. 

Leaving Goodenough's quarters at nine o'clock on the 
evening of the 5th of 'March, the two men set out for Guilford. 
After proceeding for some distance on the main road, leading 
north, they strapped on their snow-filioes, that they might be 
.ready to pursue their journey in the woods, should it become 

• J0111"11&l1 Gen. Ale. Vt., Feb., 1 'lM. 
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necessary, and had advanced abont half a mi!e within the limits 
of the town of Guilford, when they were hailed by a " Who 
comes there I" from a man " under arms," who was stationed at 
the side of the road. Before time for a reply ha<i been given, 
Lieutenant Knight appeared with a fol'OO of twenty or more 
men, and ibllowing the scout who had discoYered the two tra
vellers, endeavored to shoot them down. Aided by the fog 
which partially concealed the light of a full moon, and which, 
in a narrow road skirted by a thick forest, destroyed the e1feet of 
the reflection from the snow, Goodenough and Spicer endea~ 
vored to make good their escape. Having leaped the renee 
that bordered the road, they started for the woods. Knight and 
his party followed with threatening and defiant shouts, and 
having approached within four rods of Spicer, discharged their 
pieces at him. ()ne bullet took effect in his hip, and another . 
passed " directly through the trunk of his body," causing a fatal 
wound. Pausing in their pursuit, the Voennonters gathered 
about the disabled man, but, as if destitute of the common 
instincta of humanity, instead of endeavoring to relieve his 
suft'erings, they taunted him upon his miserable condition, and 
"ordered him to take his own knife and cat off his snow
shoes," which they claimed as their lawfal booty. Th('ly then 
robbed him of his arms, wallet, and money, and ha'ring dragged 
him through tlre snow, a distance of sixty rods, to a boose, left 
him on the fioor weltering in blood, and departed uttering angry 
oaths at the escape of the Guilford lieateul'lt, and expressing 
impious regrets that he was not then in the situation of the 
dying Spicer. 

Spicer lingered through the nigl1t in great agony and died 
on the following morning. During his last hours he, with diffi
culty, related to William White .atld James Davidson, of Guil
ford, the circtlmstances of the transaction. The facts which he 
stated with his dying breath were subsequently reduced to 
writing by them, and sworn t6 before Judge Richard Morris 
of New York. A narrative of the event was also prepared by 
four of the New York refugees, who had removed to Bernard
ston, and was by them sent to Governor Clinton. At the close 
of the latter production, the honest 8ympathies of the narrators 
found expression in these words :--

"Thus fell the innocent. 
" Our young men fall by the sword, and no one layeth it to heart. 
" Traveller, can you refrain from shedding a tear l 

34 
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" We moat fall victims to the most savage, barbarous, and 
murderous usage, unless God, in his all-wise providence, is 
pleased to incline our fellow-countrymen to give us assistance 
in this dark and dismal hour." 

Spicer had served as a sergeant in the militia of Massachu
setts during the revolutionary war, and had obtained his dis
charge in the month of J nne previous to his death. As has 
been already observed, he was an inhabitant or a town in that 
state ; was kindly disposed towards both the Yorkers and V er
nwnteJ'8; and had never been concerned in the disputes relative 
to the jurisdiction of the New Hampshire Grants. Such being 
the facts, the conclusions appended to a distorted account of 
the affair, written by a citizen of Vermont, which appeared at 
the time in Thomas's Massachusetts Spy, cannot but be re
garded ns illiberal and unjust. "Unhappily for the unfortu
nate man," observed the newspaper chronicler, referring to 
Spicer, " he was a subject of the state of Massachusetts, but 
being out of the line of his duty, by interfering in a contention 
which this state pretends to hold only with that of New York, 
thongh we lament the death of a fellow-creature, yet we consi
der him as having received that reward which is justly due to 
every one who espouses a cause on the principles of prejudice 
and partiality."* 

Fearing that the people in the northern towns of Massachu
setts would be instigated both by the wishes of the Yorkers 
residing among -them, and by a determination to avenge the 

• MS. AftldaTite, dated March 29th, 1'184.. MS. Letter from Timothy Churob, 
William White, Nathaniel Carpenter, Samuel Bixby, to Gonrnor Clinton, dated 
Bernardston, .Mareh lOth, 1'184. Thomaa'a .Maaa. Spy, No. 676, April 8, 1784. 

The statement of the transaction which appeared In the Spy, and which ia 
referred to in the text, wu false iu enry particular, that alone ucepted which 
announced that Spicer waa " mortally wounded~ and that he expired. It waa 
prepared at Windsor, Vermont, and waa in these words:-" We bear a party of the 
Yorkers, consisting of about fifty, made a reconnoitering acursion a few weeb 
since in the night Beason; but meeting with onr people (who bailed them BeTeral 
times and receiTed no anawer), were fired upon, h)"which one IIUIIl wu mortally 
wounded, who ezpired soon afterward&. By him, they learn that several had 
balls fired through their hats, but none received any fl.esh wound." 

Jabez Spicer of Leyden, Ma.esacbusetta, a brother of Daniel Spicer, served dul"
iog a pert of the years 1786 and 1 '187 in the well-known "Shay' a Rebellion," an4 
waa lillled on the 26th of January, in the latter year, while eng~~~ed with oth•n 
in an attempt to take the arsenal at Springfield. It is eaid that he wore on t.bia 
oooaaion the same co.at in which his brother was clad when wounded by the Vel"
monters, and that the fatal ball p1181!ed through the 1ame hole which had been 
made by their bullet. Vt. Gazetteer, p. 143. Holland'• Hiat. Weet. Maa., i. 266. 
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. death of· Spicer, to ~ttack the state troops, Lieutenant Knight 
increased his force by levies from Dummeri!ton and the neigh
boring towns. At the same time, he strengthened his outposts, 
that he might have timely warning of any hostile incnrsion. 
From the statement of charges, presented to the treasurer of 
the state of Vermont, on account of services performed in this 
emergency, which statement is still preserved, it appears that 
a certain "Dan Bill," and other friendly Guilfordites, rendered 
valuable aid as scouts and expresses; that John Noyce was 
several times employed " in watching y• motions of y- in· 
surgents ;" and that pilots were engaged, both by day and by 
night, in guiding the troops along the drifted roads to those 
localities which seemed most to require protection. 

Having rendered his position as secure as circumstances 
would permit, Knight, on the 7th of March, despatched a 
messenger to the Legislature, who were still in session at Ben
nington, with · information of the events which had occurred. 
Immediate action was taken upon the subject, as presented by 
the messenger and by the letter which he bore, and a series of 
r<'solntions were passed, appropriate to the exigencies of the 
occasion. On the 9th, Governor Chittenden ·was desired to 
write to the Governor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
~'on the subject of the tumults in Windham county, requetrtin~ 
him to grant warrants for apprehending snch inimical persons" 
as had fled or might flee from justice into that state from V er
mont. General Fletcher was requested "to repair to the county 
of Windham, and on examining into the circumstances of the 
disorders there, was empowered to call into service the militia 
of his own brigade, and of the other brigades in the state, 
should he deem such measures necessary, and to dismisa them 
when he should judge best. The commissary general was 
anthorized to collect and receive the ptovisions due on a pro
vision tax which had been levied during the years 1780 
and 1781, in Windham county. The wages of the troops, 
who might be called into service, were fixed at the same 
rates at which the troops had been paid who had served at 
Guilford during the preceding winter.* 

Before the return of the messenger from Bennington, a report 
bad been industriously circulated that an ·army was coming 
from Massachusetts to avenge the death of Spicer, and reinstate 
the Yorkers in their possessions. Terrified at this announce-

• Jonrnala Gen. Ala. Vt., Feb. and March, 1784. 
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ment, and aware of his inability to eope with any eonaiderable 
force, Knight retreated in great haste to Brattleborough, and 
summoned the militia to his aid. Here he subsequently met 
Fletcher, who 188Ured him that no danger wae to be appre
hended from tlte-quarter whence danger had been expected, and 
that the Yorkers were not only unprepared, but unable to make 
any hostile demonstration. At the same time, Fletcher dismissed 
the militia whom Knight had called out, and thus succeeded in 
quieting the apprehensions of the people. Before the end of the 
month of Mareh, the company of state troops, which had been 
located in the eouthern part of the county, wae dismissed from ser
vice, and eociety wae relieved from the tel'l'Ors of law almost 
martial 

At a town meeting, held in Guilford, a short time after these 
events, the Yorkers assembled in full numbers and chose Hugh 
Stowell, one of their own party, moderator. Though in the 
majority, they were constrained, through fear, to adjourn until 
the 8th of J nne following, without transacting any bwsiness. 
Of the meeting held on this occasion, no account remains, nor 
are any l'eCOI'ds to be found of the proceedinga of the town for 
the next seven years. It ia traditional that both parties held 
public and private meetings during that period, producing thus 
a state of anarchy by no means advantageous to the advance
ment of the town, or the welfare of its citizens. " The Yorkers, 
although they had the town books, dared not enter their pro
ceedings in them, and both sides kept secret their own records. 
During this confusion and jealousy, one party stole the records 
of the other and buried them, together with their own, many 
deeds, and a number of proprietors' papers, in the earth within 
the town pound." There they remained until the exact locality 
of their concealment wae well-nigh forgotten. When, after the 
lapse of several years, they were discovered and brought to 
light, they ·were so much mutilated, as to be entirely illegible.* 

Soon after the death of Spicer, Governor Chittenden eom
municated the intelligence of the circumstance 1:o Governor 
John Hancock of Massachusetts. The relatives of the deceased 
memorialized the General Conrt of that commonwealth on the 
same subject. In consequence of -these and other represen
tations, and in order .to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
event in connection witll aq.y other .citizen of Massachusetts, 

• Vt. Gazetteer, pp. 148, I«. 
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Governor Hancock published the following proclamation on the 
26th of :March : 

"Whereas an nnha.ppy dispute has subsisted between some 
of the citizens of the state of New York and the people inhabit· 
ing the territory called the New Hampshire Grants, or state of 
Vermont ; and it being probable, from the present disposition 
of the parti~ that the same controversy may be recommenced, 
to the great distress and calamity of all concerned therein ; and 
there being great reason to fear that some of the citizens of 
this commonwealth, who live on the borders of the said state of 
Vermont., may, by incautiously intermeddHng with the conten· 
tion, involve themselves and families in that distress which is at 
all times the consequence of civil dissensions, unless care is 
taken to prevent it: 

" I have, therefore, at the request of the General Court, 
thought fit to issue this proclamation, commanding and enjoin
ing it upon all the citizens of this commonwealth, that in all 
and every controversy now existing, or that may hereafter 
exist between the citizens of New York and the people inhabit
ing the said state, or between any of them, in whafever form or 
manner the same may exist, they, the citizens of this common
wealth, conduct themselves according to the strictest rules of 
neutrality; and that they give no aid or assistance to either 
party; but that those who live on the borders of the said state, 
and within this commonwealth, sell to each party indifferently, 
such things as they have to sell, without giving preference to 
either; that they send no provisions, arms, ammunition, or 
necessaries to a fortress or garrison, besieged by either party. 
And all the citizens and inhabitants of this commonwealth are 
absolutely and most solemnly forbidden to take arms in support 
of, or engaging in the service, or contributing to the conquest, 
success, or defence of either of the said parties, as they will 
answer it at their peril." 

This timely warning tended to allay the malevolent feelings 
which had already arisen in the breasts of the inhabitants of 
northern :Massachusetts against the people of Vermont, and 
placed in its proper light the conduct of those, who, situated in 
other respects similarly to Spicer, had escaped his unhappy 
fate.* 

Among the aets passed by the Legislature of Vermont dnr-

• TbomM'a ~uetta Spy, April 8th, 17M, No. 87a. 
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ing the February and March Bell6ion, was one giTing, as had 
been given on furmer occasions, power to the Govemor and 
Council, during the reeeu, to pardon those persons, residing in 
Windham county, who had" qaitorously taken up anna agaiost, 
and otherwise opposed " the authority of the atate. N umerona 
applications for pardon were presented, in consequence of thia 
provision, and many who had been noted as " violent Y orken," 
seeing that all attempt& to oppose the established government 
would be in vain, quietly submitted to the jurisdiction whieh 
they had opposed with so much determination, and became 
citizens of Vermont. 

Although the settlement of the river towns had not been 
perceptibly retarded by the civil dissensions which had dis
turbed the peace of a portion of the community, yet the 
prospect of a settlement of difficulties seemed to give new life 
to society, by infusing into ita composition the element of a 
healthful competition. In Windsor county, the want of an 
appropriate building for holding the courts had for some time 
been acknowledged, but the rivalry existing between the inland 
and the river townB had prevented the selection of a looatio.n. 
A meeting was finally called by the authority of the county, at 
the town house in Windsor, for the purpose of deciding in what 
town a court house and jail should be erected. In answer to 
the call a few were present at the meeting on the 17th of 
March, but nothing was accomplished, from the want of a 
quorum. Aware of the difficulties which would arise from a 
discussion of the eligibility of different localities, and convinced 
that Windsor, already a county town, afforded the greatest 
advantages for the erection of a county building, a number of 
the citizens of that place assembled, and subscribed upward of 
£100 towards defraying the expenses of erecting an edifice fifty 
feet in length and thirty-four in width, to be finished in a man
ner appropriate to the uses for which it was designed. A com
petent builder was immediately engaged, and the structure was 
commenced within three days after ita erection had been 
resolved on.* 

For the purpose of inciting the Legislature of New Yo.rk to 
action, Governor Clinton laid before the Senate, on the 27th of' 
March, a number of letters containing accounts of the disorders 
prevailing " in Cumberland county," and of tbe "disagreeable 

• Acta Gen. All. Vt., 'M.aroh, 1'184. 'l'homu'a ~.etta Spy, April 14th,. 
l'lM, No. 6'1'1. 
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aituation " to which many of the citU:ens of New York had been 
thereby reduced. This information was soon after transmitted to 
Philadelphia, and Charles De Witt and Ephraim Paine, two of 
the delegates in Congress from New York, represented to that 
body, on the 94th of April, and in the plainest terms, their views 
and those of' their constituents respecting the course which had 
been adopted to drive the Yorkers either into submission or from 
their homes. But Governor Chittenden and Ethan Allen, 
though not the most polished rhetoricians, posseSBed by nature 
a forcible style of expression, and proved themselves on paper, 
as well as in the field, a match for their antagonists. While 
the New York delegates, on the floor of Congress, were depre
cating the condition to which many of the inhabitants in 
Windham county had been reduced, and were calling on the 
~ impartial world " to bear witness to the "rectitude, modera
tion, and liberality " of the measures they had adopted to effect 
a settlement of the question of jurisdiction, Chittenden declared 
that Vermont would act on the defensive, and invoked the 
twelve states to "observe a strict neutrality, and let the two 
rontending states settle their own controversy." Allen, too, 
urged his fellow-citizens to combine to support the "liberty and 
independency" of the state, and in the columns of the Vermont 
Gazette laid before the public his own views as to the policy 
which should obtain in the formation and establishment of a 
nation. During the summer, the congression~&l committee to 
whom the representation of Paine and De Witt had been re
ferred, reported favorably to the admission of Vermont into the 
Union. An effort wns made, on the 3d of June, to take into 
consideration the views embodied in the· report, but Congress 
refused to devote their time to the subject, and the question of 
the controversy, so far as the representatives of the United 
States were concerned, without any agreement as to the time 
when it should be fairly met and definitely settled, was left un
decided, to the great detriment of all parties concerned in its 
:final disposition.* 

At the session of the Superior court, held in February last, 
official notice had been taken of the injury done to Sergt. Sil
vanus Fisk, and a presentment had been made of those who it 
was supposed had been concerned in the attack in which he 
suffered. Some of the delinquents had been punished at the 

• Vermont GueU.e, Nonmber 18th, 1'184. Jouroale Am. Coag • .IU118 ad, 
1'184. Journnl Senate, N. Y., 7th eeaion, p. 71. 
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time, while othel'B had been allowed to remain unapprehended. 
On the 28th of June, warrants founded on the indictments of 
the grand jury were issued, and Henry Evans, Samuel Bixby, 
William White, Joseph Eliot, Samuel Melendy, and Gilee 
Roberts were brought before a court of inquiry, held at West
minster on the 9th of July, at which John Sessions, chief judge 
of the county court, presided. AP, the result of this examina
tion, the delinquents were bound over to take their trial on ~e 
charges alleged against them, at the next session of the Supe
rior court. W om out by the indignities to which for a long 
time they had been subjected, and aware that a continuance in 
their present course would only sink them deeper in trouble, 
they presented their grievances to the General Assembly of 
Vermont on the 25th of October. In the form of a petition, they 
stated that they had for several ye&l'S owed and paid allegiance 
to the United States and the state of New York, and in conse
quence of their loyalty had suffered by imprisonment, confisca
tion of' estates, etc. Referring to the apathy of Congress, they 
acknowledged that they had lost all confidence in "public 
faith." Though expressing their willingness to stand the trial 
at which they had bound themselves to appear, they asked for 
pardon, and to be received as citizens of the @tate. 

Another petition of a similar import, signed by twenty of the 
"late disaffected inhabitants," was presented to the General 
Assembly on the same day. Both papal'S were referred to a 
committee, who, on the 27th, reported favorably to the prayer 
of the petitional'S. A bill was accordingly prepared and passed, 
granting a free pardon to twenty-six pel'Sons, who had previously 
been open and avowed opponents of' the government of V er
mont. Of these, seven were citizens of Brattleborough, eight
een of Guilford, and one of Marlborough. By the terms of 
the act, forgiveness was extended to them for all the crimes 
they had committed, and all their property, real and personal, 
which had been taken from them, as forfeited to the state, and 
which had not been disposed of, was to be returned, provided 
they should appear before some justice of the peace in the 
county of Windham, within two months from the time of the 
publication of the act, anQ take the oath of allegiance to the state. 

In answer to a petition from Charles Phelps for " a full par
don," and a revel'Sion of the sentence of the Supreme court, re
specting the confiscation of his property, a joint committee of 
the Council and Assembly stated in their report, that he had 
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acted meritoriously in former times, in endeavoring to prevent 
the state of New York from re-granting the lands on the New 
Hampshire Grants, and in opposing a union and association of 
the people of Cumberland county with New York ; that he had 
been "very serviceable to his country, by procuring and sell
ing, without profit to himself, a quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and salt ;" that, on the other hand, he had for a number of 
years past, been "exceedingly obstinate against and troublesome 
to" the government ; and had had the sentence of imprison
ment and confiscation passed upon him as the punishment of the 
crime of treason. On account of "his former merit, his advanced 
age, and the bad circumstances of his family," they recom
mended that his request should be granted. By the act which 
passed the Assembly on the strength of this advice, the attain
der of treason with which he had been disgraced at the last 
session of the court was removed, and directions were given 
that all his estate, both real and personal, with the exception of 
such as had been already disposed of, should be restored to him 
on the payment of £35 lawful money, as an indemnification to 
the state for the costs of prosecuting the various actions which 
had been brought against him. Satisfied with the terms of this 
act, Phelps accepted the pardon for which he had asked, and 
became, nominally, a citizen of Vermont. In feeling and prin
ciple he remained devoted to the cause of New York until the 
day of his death. His last will was dated at " New Marl
borough, in the county of Cumberland aJ?.d state of New York." 
In this instrument, referring to the people of Vermont, he stated 
that they had deprived him of his posseBBions, and thereby re
duced him to poverty, but expreBBed a faint hope that relief 
would be found for his descendants in the legislation of coming 
years. However mistaken he may have been in the means by 
which he sought to manifest his loyalty towards New York, yet 
the sincerity of his profeBBions in behalf of that state; during the 
time in which he avowed them, cannot be doubted, and in the 
report of the committee of the Legislature of Vermont, on which 
was based the act of pardon which was passed in his favor, 
even his enemies acknowledged the good services he had done 
in behalf of American freedom, and bore witness to his strenuous 
endeavors in past periods, to advance the interests and increase the 
comforts of the early settlem on the New Hampshire Grants.* 

• Jouruala Gen. A& Vt.., Oct. 20th, 1784. Slade'• Vt.. State Papen, pp. 4K, 
4V6. 

Digitized by Coogle 



li88 BJITOBY OJ' KA8TEBN VEJUIOJIIT. [17'85. 

The strenuons measures of the government of Vermont, 
exerted for several years with determination, had at length 
silenced eft'ectually the open opposition of those who acknow
ledged the j nrisdiction of New York. The inhabitant& of the 
"&eparate and independent" state, who for eight years had 
maintained a civil and political existence, began now to look 
forward with BBBDrance to the period when they should be 
recogru.ed as an integral part of the confederated state&, and 
permitted to enjoy the benefits arising from the Union which 
they, to a certain extent, had helped to create and maintain.* 
Though Congress refused to encourage them in the hope that 
Vermont would be admitted, as an equal, to a share in the fede
ral government, yet the report bad gone abroad that no c:llili
cnlty would be experienced in effecting the long-desired con
nection. Alarmed at this rumor, Jotham Biglow, 'limothy 
Church, William White, and Samuel Bixby, in behalf of s 
number of the "loyal subjects" of New York, residing in Guil
ford and Brattleborongh, wrote to Governor Olinton on the 18th 
of 'March, 1785. · " We would inform you," said they in this 
communication, "that it is commonly reported that there are 
now twelve states convened at Congress in the city of New 
York, besides the agents from Vermont, who we do hear have 
reported that all those people that called themselves the sub
jects of New York, have yielded quiet submiaaion unto V er
mont, and that they have taken the oath of :fidelity unto it ; 
and also, how that the V ermontere have obeyed Co~ in 
restoring and in making good all our damages ; and also, how 
that thay have relinquished the large :fines that they have laid 
on many of us for obeying Congress, or rather, for disobeying 
Vermont. Now, kind sir, we have great reason to bltll!B the 
great God of truth, that we and many others, not only here on 
the Grants, but also our neighbors in the Bay state, ean with 
truth say, and do dare to say, that there is no color of troth in 
snob a report. We say that there is not one man of the York 
party who has taken the oath of allegiance unto Vermont, e:s:
eepting only such of toom as have been taken and oon:fined in 

• "The V ennonters aeem mueh elated at the Idea of their ·being admitted into 
the eonfedepation of the United 8t.Mee: Sid mdead they have-n for enUa
tioa, a~ they will J*tieipate in the advan .. -. and have borne but a amall 
part of the expeneea attending the late Revolution. Their delegatee han arrind 
et Congrea, Alld pretented their credentiala, but whetJler they have taken their 
-t.. we are not informed." Salem (M1111.) Gazette, January 4th, 1785. 
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gaol, and fed with the bread and water of affliction, and made 
to suffer both with cold and hunger, being in iron chains and 
fetters." 

Continuing in tbie strain, they declared the statement that 
restitution had been made to them for damages, " a right-down 
falsehood r' that, on the contrary, their opponents were "lay
ing heavy :fines and taxes" on them, " yea, very heavy indeed;" 
.that his "only cow" had been taken trom many a poor m&n; 
and that several citit&ens had been obliged " to quit their farms 
and flee into the Bay state for protection, with their families, 
there to get their bread a.s they can." They 888ured the Go
vernor that it wa.s the :fixed determination of aome of their num
ber who were "aomewhat low in the world," to "leave these 
regions of horror as soon a.s the spring doth open, and fly away, 
th'at they may be at rest from these Vennonters." Every day 
we are "in jeopardy of our lives and fortunes," said they. 
" We are taken for every offence, let it be ever so small ; and 
as certainly a.s that we are taken and tried by the Vermont au
thority, we are obliged to pay all costs and damages-whether 
just or unjust, it makes no matter." Having made known their 
condition by the presentation of facts which no one pretended 
to deny, they concluded their memorial with a petition, which 
Governor Clinton would have been rejoiced to grant, had he 
possessed the power. " It is the hearty prayer and wish of all 
your good subjects here, that his Excellency would exert him
self unto the uttermost of his power to deliver this distressed 
people ont of the hands of these wicked tyrants."* 

Though Congress studiously maintained silence on the ques
tion of the admission of a new state, the legislators of V ennont 
deemed it be&t to be prepared to meet any proposals to that 
effect which might be offered. On the 18th of October, the 
General Assembly, then in session at Windsor, elected Moses 
Robinson, Ira Allen, and Stephen R. Bradley, their agents to 
Congress. No opportunity wa.s afforded these gentlemen of 
initiating negotiations for a friendly union between Vermont 
and the United States; yet there were but few in the state who 
conld have conducted a transaction of this nature with greater 
dignity and efi'ect than they. 

Internal dissensions having been brought to an end, the dan
~rs of inva.sion from a foreign foe having long since cea.sed to 

• Oeolle CliDton Papen, in oftiee Seo. State N. Y., YoL D. doo. 6668. 
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be expected, the inhabitants of Vermont began to tnrn their 
attention with great assiduity to the improvement of the moral 
and civil condition of the state. Permission having been 
granted by th& General Assembly, taxes were levied in various 
towns for the purpose of obtaining the means of building 
churches and grammar schools. Old county houses were re
paired, and n&w ones erected. Communication between the 
different towns was rendered more easy by the construction of 
roads. Rivers were spanned by bridges built with the proceeds 
of lotteries authorized by law. Ferries were established at 
available points on the Connecticut. The farmer cultivated his 
land with greater care and more persevering labor. The arti
zan toiled at his occupation cheerfully, and with good hope of 
the future. One cause for disquiet alone remained. The incu
bus of debt brooded over many like a threatening cloud. Pay
ment, if enforced at this time, could not be made without pro
ducing the cfueet want. When, at a later period, judicial 
authority was invoked to enforce the execution of the laws 
against debtors, results followed which showed but too plainly 
the remoter effects of the revolution, which for seven years had 
wasted the energy and expended the treasure of a nation. 
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'CHAPTER XX. 

'J'HB ADKIBSION OJ' VERKONT lln'O 'l'IIE trNION. 

Nitiona of eitt.na of N- York who had ldered 1- iD V ermont-at.teaent of 
their 1-Report of eommittee of the New York Legialature on the petition 
-Commieeionen of t.be Land Office appropriate Lmde for the auiJ'eren, aitu. 
ated in Clinton, now Bainbridge-Governor Chittenden'• addre. to the people 
of Vermont-IDI1ll'l'tlet:ion at Windlor--Trial of iDiurgenta-Another diaturb
an-:Military ealled out-Obedienee to law enforeed-Lawa relienng the 
m.tr- of the peopl-Diepolition among prominent citileaa of New York, 
favorable to the acknowledgment of Vermont u an independent atate-Bill for 
thia purpoee introduced into the Legialature of New York-Hamilton'• apeeah 
in ita behalf-It failt--Bounde of Cumberland and G1o~ oounti-.Adop
tion of the oonatimtion of the United Statee-Correapondenoe between N a
tbaniel Chipman 11,11d .Aluander Hamilton-Commiaaionen appointed by New 
York to declare Vermont a aeparate atate-Collllniaaionen appointed by Ver
mont to meet them-Other oommillllionen appointed by New York-Delibera
tioaa of the eollllllillionen of the two etatea-Report of the New York com· 
m!.ionert-111 apprond of by the Legialature of Vermont, who put an act for 
paying tsG,OOO to New York, u an indemnity-Convention at Bennington for 
conaidering the expediency of ulting for Vermont admieeion into the Union
Negotiatio-Vermont beeomea one of the United Statea-Diriaion of the 
tso,ooo among th'e New York claimant& 

BY their opposition to the government of Vennont, the sup
porters of New V ork residing in the southern part of Windham 
county had lost many of their personal eff'ects ; had been 
obliged to neglect, to a certain extent, the cnlti~ation of their 
farms, and the care of their premises·; and had so1Fered incon
veniences, serious and without nnm'ber,. These causes, com
bined with the fines and imprisonment to which they had 
been subjected, had reduced them to a condition of poverty 
from which they could not well recover without 888istance. 
On the 24:th of February, 1786, Timothy Church, William 
Shattuck, and Henry Evans addressed a petition to the Legisla
ture of New York on the subject of the losses which they and 
their fellow-sufferers had sustained. In this paper they stated 
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that they and their friends, " by their attachment, zeal, and 
activity in endeavoring to support the just and lawful authority 
of New York," had incurred the displeasure of those " who 
styled themselves freemen of Vermont;" that they had been led 
to believe by the resolutions of Congress-especially those of 
the 5th of December, 1782--and by the laws and declarations 
of the Legislature of New York, that " the lawless and ungrate
ful usurpers" of the jurisdiction of that state "would be 
brought to submit to its lawful authority ;" that they had been 
deceived in these reasonable expectations; and that their oppo
nents had "risen in anna to the number of four or five hun
dred" against them, had killed one and wounded others of their 
number, had driven some from their habitatiom or imprisoned 
them, and had confiscated the estates and sold the effects of 
many. "Your petitioners cannot but hope," they observed in 
conclusion, " that having thm sacrificed their all ; suffered 
such exquisite tortures, banishments, imprisonments in loath
some gaols, half-starved and threatened with being pot to 
ignominious deaths, but that your honors will take their case 
into your most serious consideration, and grant them t!Ome 
relief in their deplorable situation. And your petitioners, as in 
duty bound, will ever be good citizens of the state of New 
York."* 

This petition was read in the Senate on the 27th, and was 
committed to Messrs. Williams, L'Hommedieu, and Douw. On 
the 28th, Church, Shattuck, and Evans prepared a verified list., 
containing not only the names of those who had suffered on 
account of their attachment to New York, but also a statement 
of the amount of damages they had sustained. By this it 
appeared that of those who had been either imprisoned, 
banished, or deprived of their effects, four were civil officers, 
twenty-one military officers, and nearly a hundred private 
soldiers. It was also shown that their losses amounted to 
£16,663 13s. Sd. On the 1st of March, Mr. L'Hommedieu, 
from the committee to whom was referred the petition, pre
sented the following report :-

" It appears to the committee, that the petitioners, with 
many others holding offices, both civil and military, onder tb.e 
authority of this state, with other inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland, have greatly suffered in their persona and estates, 

• Papers relating to Vt. Controversy, in office Sec. State N. Y., p. 61. Doc. 
. Hiat. N.Y., iv. 1014, 101/i. 
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and are still subject to heavy fines imposed by the authority of 
the assumed state of V ennont, for no other crime than support
ing the lawful authority of this state in the said county, which 
they from time to time have done, in pursuance of sundry reso
lutions of Congress, the several laws of this state, and the 
directions of their superiors in office. That the petitionel'l!, with 
others whom they represent, being deprived in a great measure 
of the means of subsistence, and having become odious to the 
present government of the said 888Umed state, by reason of 
their supporting the laws of this state in the said county, are 
unable to continue longer in the said county without the great
est inconvenience to themselves and families, and are desirous 
of removing immediately into the western parts of this state, 
provided they could procure vacant lands fit for cultivation. 
That in the opinion of your committee, the said petitioners and 
others whom they represent, have a claim on the state for some 
compensation fOT their sufferings and losses, and that it will be 
proper for the state to grant to the petitioners and the persons 
they represent, a quantity of vacant land equivalent to a town
ship of eight miles square." 

After reading the report, Mr. L' Hommedieu delivered it in 
"at the table," where it was again read, and agreed to. There
upon, the Senate resolved "that the Legislature, during their 
present meeting, will make provision for granting to Colo. Ti
mothy Church, Major William Shattuck, Major Henry Evans, 
and about one hundred other persons whom they represent, a 
quantity of vacant lands equal to a township of eight miles 
square." A copy of this resolution was immediately sent to 
the Assembly, and on the same day a resolution of concurrence 
was retumed to the Senate.* 

Soon after these proceedings, measures were taken to com
ply with the determination expressed in this concurrent resolu
tion. The result of these efforts was seen in the twentieth 
clause of "An act for the speedy sale of the unappropriated 
lands within the state, and for other purposes therein men
tioned," passed on the 5th of May. By this clause, it was 
enacted that "it shall, and may be lawful to, and for the said 
commissioners [of the land office], to appropriate a· tract of land 
equal to eight miles square, in any of the townships to be laid 

• Journal Senate N.Y., 9th ~on, pp. 32, 36, 38. Journal .A!Bembly N.Y., 
9th eeeaion, p. 64. Papers relating to Vt. Controveny, in o11lce Sec. State N. Y., 
p. 63. Doc. Hiat. N. Y., h·. 10111-101'1. 
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out in ptll'lnanee of this act, for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Church, Major William Shattuck, and Major Henry Evans, and 
such other penons of the counties of Cumberland and Glouces-
ter, 88 shall be deemed by the said commieaionen to be sufi'er
en in oppoeing the government of the pretended state of V er-
mont, and to grant the land in such township, in such propo~ 
tioo to each of such autreren, 88 to the said com.missionen shall 
seem meet and proper, and to direct letten patent to be pre
pared accordingly, and, having approved of the same, the 
Governor, or pei'BOn administering the government of this state 
for the time being, shall cause the great aeal of this state to be 
affixed thereto." * 

On the 6th of May, the day following the adoption of this 
act, a meeting of the commiaaionen of the land office was held 
in the city of New York, at the office of the secretary of state. 
Recognizing the full force of the act, the title of which h88 
been already cited, and of a resolution they had previonaly 
p88Bed, in which they described generally the land which they 
intended to bestow upon those who had sntrered in the service 
of the state-the commiasionen resolved "that the following 
tract of land equal to eight miles square, in a township to be 
laid out agreeable to the said act and the preceding resolution, 
be and is hereby appropriated for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Church, Major William Shattuck, and Major Henry Evans, 
and such other pei'BOns of the counties of Cumberland and 
Gloucester 88 shall be deemed by this board to be sufferers in 
opposing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, to 
wit :-Beginning at a point on the west b&rlk of the Unadilla 
or Tianaderha river, one mile northerly from where the same 
empties itself into the Susquehanna, and thence running down 
the said river to the month thereof, thence southerly along the 
line run by Simon Metcalfe for the line of ceesion, commonly 
called the line of property, established at the treaty with the 
Indians at Fort Stanwix in the year 1768, eight miles, and 
extending from thence and from the place of beginning west so 
far as to include 40,960 acres, the north and south bounds to be 
east and west lines, and the west bounds to be a north and 
south line, and that a certified copy of this resolution be a suf
ficient warrant to the surveyor general to survey the same." 

The prosecution of the claims of the New York adherents 

• z..,. ol New York, lith .-ion, p. 188. 
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was entrusted to the care of Timothy Church and William 
Shattuck. On the 11th of July, at a meeting of the commis
sioners of the land office, held in the city of New York, they 
produced to the board " a list of the names of one hundred and 
seven persons, inhabitants of Cumberland county, with their 
affidavit, proVing that the said persons were sufferers in oppos
ing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, and 
that the quantity set down on the said list opposite to the 
names of the respective persons, are the proportions which they 
would, on an estimate of their respective losses of property 
and time, and sufferings by imprisonment, respectively be enti
tled to, of the tract of eight miles square, appropriated, agre~
able to law, by this board for their use, on a presumption that 
there were no other sufferers." On a closer investigation, the 
board concluded that there might be other persons equally en
titled to " the bounty of the state," whose names were not 
inserted in the list presented by Church and Shattuck. This 
opinion was sustained by the fact that the list did not " in any 
instance extend to the inhabitants of Gloucester county." A 
resolution was therefore passed, "that there be reserved of the 
tract appropriated as aforesaid, the quantity of 6,400 acres, 
equal to ten lots, to satisfy the clailns of such of the said suffer
ers as may not be included in the list now produced." 

The board then proceeded to the consideration of the claims 
of the several persons named in the list, and having acknow
ledged them " to be sufferers in J>ppoeing the government of 
the pretended state of Vermont," distributed among them, in a 
ratio proportionate to their losses, fifty-four lots of 640 acres 
each, reserving ten lots of 640 acres each to meet any just 
demands for compensation that might be made in the future. 
Of the land thus granted, Timothy Church received 3,840 
acres ; William Shattuck, 3,200 acres ; Henry Evans, 1,920 
acres; Francis Prouty, 1,180 acres ; Hezekiah Stowell, 840 
acres ; William White, Joseph Peck, Daniel Ashcraft, and 
David Thurber, each 640 acres ; Charles Phelps, 508 acres ; 
James Davidson, 500 acres; and the rest smaller quantities.* 

• Daniel Shepardeon received 280 aeree. On the 4th of July, 1 '186, a few days 
before the allotment wu made, he wrote to Governor Clinton from Guilford, in
forming his Excellency that he Wall dilaatiafted with the etatementl that Mr. Shat
tnck bad presented concerning hie (Shepardson's) 10111811 by the Vermonters. At 
the eame time, he communicated an epitome of bia IolSei in these worde :-" By 
the Beet Ietemate thftt I Can make on the Whole for Time and Money Spent and 
for :My Catel that have BiD taken from me By the Varmontears BOd for Being 

35 . 
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But in no case did any one person receive lees than 90 acres. 
Of the reserved lands, lots of 640 acres each were, on the 12th 
and 14th of September, divided among certain of the suft'e~ 
who had neglected to apply for compensation at the appointed 
time.* 

The land granted to " the sufferel'B in opposing " the go
vernment of Vermont was, at the time of the grant, located in 
Montgomery county. It formed " a part of a larger tract" 

, which the province of New York had pnrchased of the Oneida 
and Tuscarora Indians, in the year 1768, and was known in the 
records of the land office and on the pages of the field books as 
a part of No. 2, or Clinton township. In the year 1791, the 
land which had been appropriated to the "sufferers," and a 
sufficient quantity additional to ma.ke an area of 48,000 acres, 
was erected into a township by the name of Jericho. On the 
1st of J nne, 1814, the name of the town&hip was changed to 
Bainbridge, in honor of Commodore William Bainbridge, 
whose victory, as commander of the Constitution, over the 
British frigate Java, was at that time the theme of remark and 
admiration throughout the United States. Bainbridge is situ
ated in the south-eastern comer of the county of Chenango. The 
Susquehanna river runs through the town&hip from the north-east 
to the south-west, and divides it diagonally. "The inhabitants 
came principally from the Eastern States," observes Mr. Spaf
ford in his Gazetteer of the State of New York, " and it is 
almost superfluous to add that common echools for the educa
tion of youth are well tm.pported."t 

maid priloaer allao tbr my Beeiug Drove from my Famaly and farm a Bout flTe 
Montha, their Dim-ing my famaly and taking proviahon from my ho118e whell 
I wu in Exile allao their taking my Son prisonr who Wall a Bolger under O'P Peek 
and for two ftre al'lll8 and for Mauy more Damages too Neumoroue to Menllhnn 
the whieh I SUBtaned By Vermont [my la.es are equal] To the Amount of Four 
Hundred Dolan And for the Better nndentauding I wood Refer His Exeelency 
Unto M" Evena Who ia Beet aquanted with my Aft"ail'll." It is probable that thia 
information arriTed too late to affect tbe decision of the oommi!llionera. Papen 
relating to Vt. Contronny, in offiee Seo. State N. Y., p. 66. 

• Land Oftice Minutes, in otllee See. State N.Y., 1'184-1788, i. 169, 170, 194-
198, 220, 221, 224, 226. Doot. Hilt. N.Y., iv. 1017-1020. 

The namee of the "IRI1Ferera" who were reoompeneed in lands, the quatity 
they reeeived, the time when the grauts were made, aud other p&rti.oulan reJat. 
ing to this eubjeet, will be found in Appendiz K. 

t The town of Bainbridge, by the name of Clinton, Wall situated in the eounty 
of Montgomery until February Uth, 1791, when Tioga county wu taken from 
Montgomery. At that time Bainbridge, by the name or Jerieho, WM orgauilled 
u a part of Tioga. On the 16th of Mnreh, I '198, portions of Herkimer and Ti<J!a 
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While the Legislature of New York were endeavoring to 
compensate those of their citizens, who in maintaining the 
jurisdiction of that state· on the" Grants," had lost much of 
their real and ~e:re<>nal estate, the government of V erm.ont was 
engaged in devising measnres to satisfy the wants of its own 
citizens. Dnring the snmmer,. "the snfferings of the people 
becoming severe, and their complaints: loud, on account of 
the extreme scarcity of money, Governor Chittenden, in the 
month of August, published an address to the inhabitants 
of the state, which was evidently dictated by a paternal regard 
for their welfare and happinees." In this carefully considered 
paper, he earnestly exhorted his fellow-citizens to be industrious 
and economical ; to avoid, as much as possible, the ptirchase of 
foreign productions ; and to deTote their attention to the raising 
~ · flax and· wool, and the various articles necessary for food 
md clothing. He counselled them to exercise prudence and 
diligence in business; mutual forbearance and kindness in their 
relations with· one another; and a troo. regard for the safety of 
the state. By this course of conduct, and by the assistance 
which the Legislature would afford at their next session, he 
expressed a hope that their sufferings would be brought to a 
speedy termination, and they become " a prosperons and happy 
people."* 

In accordance with the promise of Governor Chittenden, 

OOUDtiee were formed into a county by the name of Chenango. Since that time, 
Bainbridge-by the name of Jericho until1814. and subeequently by the nRme of 
Bainbridge-has formed a part of Chenango county. The village of Bainbridge, 
now a "large and thriving" plaee, wu incorporated by an act of the Legislature 
of New York, pueed .April 21st, 1829. The other &ettlements in the town are 
known as Eaat Bainbridge, North Bainbridge, South Bainbridge, and llettsburgh. 

In the lBwe of New York, appended to the act for" altering the name of the 
town of Jericho in the county of Chenango" to Bainbridge, whieh was .,-ed ou 
the 16th of .Apn1,1814, appeera the following note, by the patriotic editor of the 
volume, inserted in brackets:-" The name of Bainbridg• will be held dear by 
every .American who loves hia country and admires the heroee who defend it. 
The inhabitants of Jericho have evinced much patriotism in the alteration of the 
name of this town. We have now couotiee and towns bearing the namee of 
W uhington, Clinton, Gates, Jay, Preble, Deeatur, Perry, and Bainbridge, beeidee 
othen in honor of our revolutionary and naval heroes. "-Mape in Book of 
"Deeds," in office See. State N.Y., :n. 1168-670. Map No. 117, in office See. 
StateN. Y. l.aWII of New York, 1791, 14th lelllliou, chap. lL Greenleaf'• ed., ii. 
841; 171!8, 21st aeeion, chap. :axi. ; 1799, 22d eeesion, 2d meeting, chap. :axiii; 
1814, 37th Bel!l!ion, chap. al.ux. p. 213; 1829, 62d lel8ion, chap. c:s:cviii. pp. 802-
308. Spafford's N. Y. Gazetteer, Art. JJW(1IIO. Biog. Am. Military and Naval 
Heroe!, iL 143--1'16. Darber'e N. Y. Hist. Coil, ed. 1841, pp. 99, 100. 

• Thompson's Vt., PIU't II. p. '19. 
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measures were taken by the Legislature during their seesion in 
October, ro relieve the embarrassments of the people. Those 
who were inclined to suffer inconvenience rather than disturb 
the peace of the state, ceased ro complain, and endeavored to 
qniet the murmurings of their neighbors. Others who owed 
money and who did not intend to pay their debts, determined 
" to prevent the sitting of the eourts in which judgments and 
executions might be obtained against them." By the terms of 
the statute, a . seBSion of the court of common pleas for the 
county of Windsor was appointed to be held at Windsor on 
Tuesday the 31st of October. On the morning of that day, a 
mob of about thirty armed men,* from the rowns of Barnard 
and Hartland, under the command of Robert Morrison, a Hart
land blacksmith, and Benjamin Stebbins, a Barnard fanner, 
assembled near the court house at Windsor, a little after sun
rise. Though no movements to that effect were made, yet their 
obvious design was to hinder the sitting of the court. Prompt 
in the discharge of duty, Stephen Jacob the state's attorney, 
and Benjamin Wait the high sheriff, waited on the malcontents; 
read to them the riot act and several other acts relative to un
lawful assemblages ; made proclamation ro them ro disperse; 
addreBSed them on the "impropriety of their proceedings;" and 
kindly advised them ro return peaceably to their homes. After a 
little hesitation, they concluded ro obey the laws, and dispersed.t 
The court convened in the afternoon, adjourned ro the next 
morning, and then proceeded to busineBS without any further 
molestation. 

On Tuesday, the 14th of November, a term of the Supreme 
court was held at Windsor, Paul Spooner, chief judge, presiding, 
assisted by Nathaniel Niles, Nathaniel Chipman, and Luke 
Knowlton, side judges. Warrants were immediately iBSued for 
the arrest of the rioters, and Morrison and several of his men 
were taken and placed in confinement. Complaints were then 
exhibited against them by Stephen Jacob. In these it was charged 
that they, on the 31st of October, "with guns, bayonets, swords, 

• In the complaint exhibited by the state's attorney, in the action of the fn!e
men againet the riotel'll, the pel'80ns charged with being eDpged in t.hle dit.turb
anoe, were Amos Bicknal, John Whitcomb, and Solomon Aikin of Barnard; 
Mote~ Lull, Daniel Munsell, Daniel Mun~ell, Jr., Thomas Luell4unseD. and BU. 
Flow ere of Hartland; and "di ven others to the eaid attorney unlmcnru." MS. 
Court Papers. 

t In one account the following atatement appean :-"The inlurgen&a being 
disappointed in their views, dispersed." 
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clubs, drums, fifes, and other warlike instruments, unlawfnlly, 
routously, and tumultuously did assemble and gather themselves 
together, to disturb and break the peace of the state ;" and that 
being thus assembled, they did "parade themselves in the front 
of the court-house in said Windsor in martial array, and with 
fixed bayonets did resist, obstruct, and hinder" the sheriff of the 
county, and the county court "from entering the said court 
house, and them did impede from opening and holding the said 
court, then and there by law to be opened and holden." To 
these charges Morrison pleaded guilty and threw himself upon 
the mercy of the court. The court sentenced him to suffer one 
month's imprisonment; to procure bonds of £100 for his good 
behavior for two years; to pay a fine of £10, and to bear the 
costs of the suit. The punishment of the other offenders, who 
either pleaded or were found guilty, was proportioned to the 
offences they had committed. 

Soon after the result of the trial had been announced, about 
fifty of the insurgents, most of whom resided in Hartland, 
assembled under arms at the house of Captain Lull, in that 
town, five miles north of the Windsor court house, with a fixed 
determination to rescue :Morrison from imprisonment. The 
court having been informed of these proceedings on the 16th of 
November, directed the sheriff to procure assistance, proceed to 
the place where the insurgents were collected, arrest them, and 
commit them to prison. In obedience to these commands 
sheriff Wait, who was also Colonel of the third regiment of' the 
Vermont militia, ordered Captain Dart of W eathersfield to 
march his company to Windsor. On the evening of the same 
day, the soldiery of the latter place assembled to aid the civil 
authority. The court and some of the higher military officers 
then called a council, and having taken into consideration the 
situation and character of the mob, determined that it would 
be true policy to take them by surprise. In conformity with 
this couclusion, Colonel Wait, with a force of forty men well 
armed, set out for the encampment of the insurgents verf early 
on the rooming of the 17th, and after a march of more than 
five miles, reached it between the hours of three and four. 

Having escaped the notice of the guards by taking a circui
tous route, Wait and his men entered Captain Lull's house in 
two divisions, and after a short, but "very resolute" attack, 
captured twenty-seven of the insurgents. During the conflict 
the leaders of the revolt escaped. So expeditiously was this 
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service performed, that Wait's party returned to Windsor and 
lodged the culprits safely in the jail at that place, before sun
rise. Though the victory over the insurgents was gained with 
comparative ease, yet several wounds were received by the 
sheriff's party. Stephen Jacob, the state's attorney, did not 
escape without injury, and Wait himself was" badly wounded in 
the head."* Still he was able ·to attend court, and, obeerved a 
chronicler of that time, would " have headed his regiment if 
necessity had required it." The results of this attack would 
have been far more disastrous, but for the humanity and firm
ness evinced by the military. The conduct of Captain Dart 
was highly applauded, and it was publicly announced at the 
time that he and his company were entitled to "the particular 
thanks of the freemen" of the state. 

On the 18th the state's attorney exhibited a complaint against 
the insurgents,t in which they were charged with having 
assembled for the purpose of hindering the Supreme court from 
proceeding with the trial of certain persons who had been 
"informed against for a high misdemeanor," and for the purpose 
of rescuing Robert Morrison, " then a prisoner in the gaol at 
said Windsor pnrsuant to a legal order from said court." In 
answer to these accusations the prisoners pleaded guilty, and 
appeared "very humble and penitent." In consequence of these 
manifestations, they were "treated with great tendeme88 by the 
court." Fines were imposed upon them, and they were also 
required to discharge the cost of the suits, and to procure bonds 
for their good behavior for one year. Fears had been enter
tained that an insurrection of the people was about to happen, 
which would endanger the government of the state, and jeopar
dize the lives and liberty of those who refused to join it. Pre
parations for such an event were accordingly made, and on 
Saturday, while the trial of the insurgents was in progress, six 
hundred soldiers+ under the command of Brig.-Gen. Peter 

• In the pay roll or the field and stafF ollieel"8, Colonel Wait claimed remun
tion ror 1011, ocouioned by "twenty ..is daya' si.cktl- of wound." 

t In one of theee complaints, theperaolll informed against, were Amoe Kendall, 
Benjamin Hale, Silas Hale, David Hale, and Abijah Capen of Windsor ; Benjamin 
Munsell, Timothy Wooster, Eleazer Bishop Jr., Paul Rogel"8, Oliver Ragen, 
Samuel Danforth, Sil'VIIDUI Wood, John Jenne, Elsi Evans, Ala Enna, Zen 
Evans, Elisha Ganup Jr., James Kelley, IIDd William Hopkins oC Hart.IIUld; IUld 
Josiah Clark, and Joeiab Hurlburt of Woodstock. :MS. Court Papen.. 

t Among the militia present on this occMion, were Capt. Matthew Patrick's 
company of forty-three men; Capt. Andrew Tracy's oC twenty-one men; Capt. 
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Olcott 888embled under arms at Windsor. Meantime the insur
gents, having. received reinforcementB, had collected at Lull's 
house to the number of a hundred. 'While in doubt as to the 
course they should pursue, information was brought to them 
of the preparations for defence or attack which were in progress 
at Windsor. Satisfied that government was too strong to be 
overcome by their puny efi'ortB, the malcontents dispersed, stu
dious only to avoid detection and disgrace. Early in the following 
week .the soldiers returned to their homes, and peace was again 
restored to the distracted county. On the 21st of November, 
a similar outbreak occurred in Rutland, at the commencement of 
the session of the court. For a time, it seemed as though the 
efforts of the "Regulators," as the rioters styled themselves, 
would be successful. But the firmness and dignity . of the 
court ; the readineBB of the militia to act in defence of govern
ment; and the speedy measures which were taken to quell the 
insurrection, all united to avert a result so fearful. The insur
gents were in the end defeated, and the course of jnstice was not 
again impeded by the reckleBB conduct of those whom misfor
tune had reduced to misery and want. The passage of laws to 
relieve the people from vexations litigation, and more especially 
of an act "making neat cattle, beef~ pork, sheep, wheat, rye, 
and lndian com a lawful tendel', if turned out by the debtor on 
any execution, which must· be received by the creditor at the 
value of their apprisal by men under oath,"* tended to make 
the burden of debt under which many were laboring more 

Heory Toll•'• of aizteen men; Capt. .Aiahel Smith's of thirteen men; Capt. 
Nathaniel Weston's of ten men; and the combined companies of Capta. John 
Hopson and Nathaniel Seven of twenty-two men. The field and etaft' officen ot 
the third regiment who, ae it 'W'&B expreaeed in the pay roll, "tnrned out for the 
aupport of govenunent," wve CoL Benjamin Wait, Lieut.-Col Elijah Robinson, 
lbjor J- Safford, A«ljt. Briant Brown, aud Qr.-:Mr. ~- William&. During 
thia diaturbanoe, the troops were well fed, ae appeal'll by the billa eubeequently 
presented to the state treaeurer for payment. Col Benjamin W ait'e demand " for 
eupplying the troops with rum and otMt- _,., JWO!Iillion•" wae allowed, ae 
wae that ol Elijah West" for bia viotnalling and liquora delivered to Capt Dart's 
eompany," and ae W8J'I! allo ~~everal other demands of a aimilnr nature. 

• 1'hie aot wae pueed at the aeBBion of the Legia1ature of Vermont, held at Ben
nington during Febraary and March, 178'1. On the 2d or the latter month, the 
fOllowing resolution waa p1188ed by the General Aalembly, and ordered to be pub
lilhed _ .. Resolved, that this houae entertain a high 1811118 or the IMlrvic• done 
eo this etate by the ot1eers and eoldiera, wboae spirited exertione oruahed the late 
daring inell1'1'8Ction against government, in the 0011ntiee or Rutland and Windeor, 
and do hereby return the said ofticen and eoldien their hearty tlumb. "-Thomp
son's Vt., Part n. p. 81. 
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endurable, and served " to check the legal enforcement of col
lections." The people became -satisfied of the protective cha
racter of government, and gave it a support, cordial, firm, 
manly, and patriotie. Attention to bU8iness was rewarded by 
increased profits. Competence crowned the labors of many. 
Contentment smiled in the humble cottage and pervaded the h~ 
pi table farm-house. Health glowed in the faces of the rosy girls 
and ruddy matrons of the Green Mountains, and happiness waved 
its wand of blessing over the valleys of the peaceful Connecticut.* 

The allotment -of lands by the Legislature of New York to 
Timothy Church and his associates, led others who had been 
similarly situated, but who at a comparative early stage in the 
controversy had submitted to the government of Vermont, to 
apply for 88Bistance. On the J 2th of December, Eleazer Pat
terson, Samuel Knight, Benjamin Butterfield, John Sergeant, 
Josiah Arms, and twenty-two other persons addreesed a petition 
to Governor Clinton and. to the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, in which they declared that they had been " uniformly 
loyal to the state of New York;" had supported the rights and 
interests thereof; had" not only frequently risked their lives, but 
expended large sums of money and lost an abundance of time 
in defence of the said state ; had been often imprisoned ; and 
had suffered the lOBS of property to a considerable amount." 
They further stated that they had " continued to exert them
selves in support of the state of New York, until they were left 
totally abandoned to the fury of their enemies," and then had 
submitted " to the usurpation of the government of Vermont," 
only to avoid being "deprived of their whole property." For 
these services and sufferings they asked as a compensation, " a 
grant of vacant and unappropriated land." No evidence was 
adduced in support of these statements. In consequence of 
this omission, the committee of the Legislature to whom the 
subject was referred, reported adversely to the petition.t 

• Woroeeter Magazine, 1'186, ii 460, 466. MS. Complaint. of the at&te'e attol'o 
ney. MS. Pay rolla. 1rfSS. in office Seo. State Vt. Thompeon'e Vt., Part II. pp. 'l~l. 

t At a meeting of the oommieaionel'll of the land office, held on the 26th of 
May, 1787, "the petition of Eleazer Pattei'IOn of Hinsdale, euggeetmg himaell to 
be a euft'erer in oppoeing the government of the pretended ~tate of Vermont, and 
praying for a grant of Ianda acoordingly ," wu re.d. Similar petition• from John 
Kathan, Obadiah Wells, and the widow of Hem-y Sherburne were, at the 111111e 
time, presented. The consideration of all these applieatione WM poetponed. 
Land Office Minutee, in office Seo. StateN. Y., 17M-1788, i. 26&. Doc. Hiat. N.Y., 
iT. 1020-1029. 
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At this period, a disposition favorable to the admisaion of the 
state of Vermont into the Union, began to be manifested by 
some of the most influential citizens of New York. Of this 
number were such men as Alexander Hamilton, Philip Schuyler, 
Richard Harrison and Egbert Benson. The pretensions of V er
mont to a separate jurisdiction, first anDounced soon after the 
commencement of the late revolution, had been maintained · 
throughout the whole of that struggle, and had never been 
disavowed although conciliatory laws had been passed, over
tures made, and negotiations carried on in Congress to effect 
this result. The peace of 1783 had found Vermont in a con
dition of actual independence, organized under a regular form 
of government, and with a population rated at one-half of that 
of New York. The latter state had formerly threatened to 
reduce the people of Vermont to its obedience. The idea of 
subjection had now become so involved in difficulty, thllt all 
except the most rash and thoughtless had abandoned it as fool
ish and chimerical. While affairs were in this position, an 
attempt was made to further the project of admitting Vermont 
to a share in the federal government. An act " to empower 
and direct the delegates of this state in Congresa, to accede to; 
ratify, and confirm the sovereignty and independence of the 
people of the territory commonly called and known by the 
name of the state of Vermont," was introduced into the Legis
lature of New York, during the session of 1787. 

On the .24th of March, a petition from John Foxcroft and 
"many other persons," proprietors of lands in Vermont, relative 
to this bill, was read in the Assembly. The petitioners asked 
to " be indulged with a copy of the said bill," and to " be heard 
by themselves or their counsel thereupon." These requests 
were granted. On the 28th, the counsel for the petitioners 
appeared before a committee of the Assembly, "entered into a 
large field of argument" against the bill, and endeavored to 
show that it was " contrary to the constitution, to the maxims 
of sound policy, and to the rights of property." His observa
tions were not destitute of weight, and to many of them addi
tional force was given by the fact that they were to a certain 
degree founded in truth. He was followed by Alexander 
Hamilton,· who in an elaborate addresa strove to prove, not 
only that the constitution permitted this measure, but that 
policy demanded it and justice acquiesced in its adoption. At 
every point he met his opponent's objections with forcible rea-
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soning, and aneceeded, in almost every instance, in overturning 
his positions. His opinion as to the policy of merging Vermont 
in New York, was expressed in these words :-" For my part, 
I should regard the reunion of Vermont to this state, as one of 
the greatest evils that could befall it ; as a source of continual 
embarrassment and disquietude." The bill, after undergoing 
many alterations, passed the Assembly on the 12th of April, 
and was immediately sent to the Senate. Here it was read on 
the same day, and on its second reading on the 18th, waa com
mitted to a committee of the whole. By them it was never 
returned to the Senate. The admission of Vermont as a four
teenth state was postponed to a later time.* 

Though the Legislature of New York had ceased to exercise 
authority over Vermont, yet, by the constitution of New York, 
the cotmties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester were 
still claimed as constituent parts of that state. By the same 
instrument, power was given to" the future Legislat1ll'e8" of the 
state, " to divide the same into such further and other counties 
and districts," as should be deemed necessary. In conformity 
with this authority, a law was passed on the 7th of March, 
1788, for dividing the state of New York into counties. By 
this it was enacted, that the county of Cumberland should con
tain " all that part of this state beginning on Connecticut river 
at the north bounds of the state of Massachusetts, and extend
ing westward along the same until such line shall meet with, 
and be intersected by, a line proceeding on a course-, south ten 
degrees west from the north-west comer of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 14th day of September, 1770, to James Abeel and nine 
other persons ; and extending from the said point of intersec
tion, north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and 
be intersected by, another line, to be drawn on a course north, 
sixty degrees ·west from the south-west corner of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 13th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1769, 
and erected into a township by the name of Royalton; and 
running from the last mentioned point of intersection, south 
sixty-six degrees, east to Connecticut ri"\"er; and so down along 
the same river to the place of beginning." 

• Hamilton'• Worb, ii. 8'74-890. Journal .As& N.Y., lOth aeaaion, pp. US, 
11'1, 123, 165. Journal Senate N.Y., lOth eeaaion, pp. M, 815. 
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By the same enactment, Gloucester county was to contain 
"all that part of this state bounded southerly by the north 
bounds of the county of Cumberland ; easterly by the east 
bounds of this state; northerly by the north bounds of this 
state ; and westerly by a line to be drawn from the north-west 
corner of the said county of Cumberland, on a course north ten 
degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and be intersected 
by, another line proceeding on an east course from the south 
bank of the month of Otter creek; and from the said last men
tioned point of intersection running north fifty degrees east to 
the north bounds of this state." On the west side of the Green 
Mountains the land which had formerly comprised the county 
of Charlotte, was, by this new division, included within the 
counties of washington and Clinton.* 

By a resolution of Congress passed on the 28th of September, 
1787, the plan of the present constitution of the United States 
was transmitted to the several state Legislatures, " in order to 
be submitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state 
by the people thereof." During tLe summer of 1788, it became 
evident that the constitution would be adopted by eleven of the 
thirteen states, and the national government established. The 
attention of the most intelligent men in Vermont was now for
cibly directed to her peculiar situation. Prominent among 
these was Nathaniel Chipman. His opinion concerning the 
controversy in which Vermont had been so long engaged, was, 
that if the question should ever be brought before an impartial 
tribunal for decision, the New York title would be adjudged to 
be better than that of Vermont.t Holding this view ot' the 
case, he felt " extremely anxious" that the jurisdictional dispute 
should be speedily adjusted. For the purpose of consultation, 
a number of gentlemen, among whom were Lewis R. Morris 
and Gideon Olin, met at his house in Tinmouth, in the early 
part of July. The result of this conference was an agreement 
that he should write to Hamilton on the subject of a settlement 
of the controversy. 

Agreeable to this determination, Chipman addressed a letter to 
Hamilton on the 15th of July, in which he briefly alluded to the 
situation of the larger portion ofthelanded property of Vermont; 

• Law• of N. Y., 11th llellion, pp. 181-188. 
t " It ie oow generally believed, that, ahould we be received ioto the Union, 

the New York grants would, by the federal courts, be preferred to those of Ver
mout." N. Chipman to A. Hamilton, io Life of Chipman, p. '14. 
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suggested certain methods by which Vermont might be brought 
to accede to the "new federal plan" of government; and desired 
to know whether, in case Vermont should be received into the 
Union, the "federal legislature, when formed," might not be 
induced, on some terms, "to make a compensation to the New 
York grantees out of their western Ianda, and whether those gran
tees might not be induced to accept such compensation." Daniel 
Chipman, the brother of Nathaniel, and the bearer of this com
munication, delivered it to Hamilton at Poughkeepsie, where 
that gentleman was then in attendance upon the New York 
convention for the adoption of the United States' constitution. 
On the 22d, Hamilton replied, acknowledging Chipman's letter 
"as the basis of a correspondence" that might be productive of 
public good. "The accession of Vermont to the confederacy," 
wrote he, "ia doubtless an object of great importance to the 
whole, and it appears to me that this is the favorable moment 
for effecting it upon the best terms for all concerned. - Besides 
more general reasons, there are circumstances of the moment 
which will forward a proper arrangement. One of the first 
subjects of deliberation with the new Congress will be the inde
pendence of Kentucky, for which the southern states will be 
anxious. The northern will be glad to find a counterpoise in 
Vermont. These mutual interests and inclinations will facilitate 
a proper result." He further informed Mr. Chipman that there 
would be no distribution of western land to particular parts of 
the community; 8B8ured him that the public debt of the United 
States would be provided for by indirect taxation, and by other 
politic measures ; recommended that the state of Vermont 
should ratify the constitution, upon condition that CongreEB 
should provide for the extinguishment of all existing claims to 
land under grants of the state of New York, which might inter
fere with claims under the state of Vermont; and declared that 
it would be wise " to lay as little impediment as possible" in 
the way of the reception of Vermont into the Union. 

In answer to another letter from Mr. Chipman of the 6th of 
September, Mr. Hamilton referred in general terms to the sub
ject of their correspondence, and reiterated in a more extended 
form the observations he had previously made. To a sugp 
tion of Mr. Chipman, that Vermont would desire to extend her 
territorial limits before becoming a part of the Union, Mr. 
Hamilton replied :-" I am sorry to find that the affair of the 
boundary is likely to create some embarrassment. Men's minds 
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everywhere out of your state, are made up upon, and reconciled 
to that which has been delineated by Congress. Any depar
ture from it most beget new discussions, in which all the pas
sions will have their usual scope, and may occasion greater im
pediments than the real importance of the thing would justify. 
If, however, the further claim you state cannot be gotten over 
with yon, I would still wish to see the experiment made, though 
with this clog ; becaUBe I have it very much at heart that you 
should become a member of the confederacy." Referring then 
to the question of the right of the Legislature of Vermont to 
decide upon the accession of that state to the Union, he ob
eerved :-"There is one thing which I think it proper to men
tion to you, about which I have some doubts, that is, whether 
a legiBloJMJ6 acceeaion would be deemed valid. It is the policy 
of the system to lay its foundation on the immediat6 consent of 
the people. You will best judge how far it is safe or practica
ble to have recourse to a convention. Whatever you do, no 
time ought to be lost. The present moment is undoubtedly 
critically favorable. Let it, by all means, be improved." 
During the following winter, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Chipman 
had an interview at Albany, "when," observes the biographer 
of the latter gentleman, " they took a view of the subject some
what different from their opinions which appear in the fore
going correspondence, and agreed on a mode of settling the con
troversy, which was afterwards adopted by the two states."* 

The dispute between New York and Philadelphia as to which 
thould be the permanent seat of the federal government, was 
finally decided in favor of the latter city. This result showed 
plainly that the western and southern influence was greater in 
Congress, than the northern. No state felt the force of this 
fact more severely than New York. Kentucky, whose terri
tory belonged to Virginia, was anticipating a reception into 
the federal government, as a separate state, at no distant day. 
The admission of Vermont, it was seen, would tend, in some 
measure, to equalize representation. Her weight would serve 
as a counterpoise to the undue influence of particular sections 
of the Union. It was known at the north, that the adoption of 
the constitution of the United States had tended greatly to 
increase the desire of New York and Vermont, that the latter 
state should become a part of the Union. The controversy 

• Life of Chipman, pp. 'lo-81. 
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which had 10 lcmg divided theee states, whose interests, but for 
that, were now almost identical, was the only barrier which 
prevented the connection. The wi!eet and beet men in both, 
were ready to make the attempt to remove this hindrance, by 
concessions that would be just for each.* Such wu the wish., also, 
ofthoee to whom the administration of public aft'airs w.asentruated. 

For the purpose of manifesting their willingness to end the 
controversy, the Legislature of New York, on the 14th of July, 
1789, pasaed an act " appointing commissionel'B with power to 
declare the consent of the Legislature of the state of New York, 
that a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, shonld 
be formed or erected into a new state." The commissioners 
named, were Robert Y ate&, Rufus King, Gulian Verplanck, 
Robert R. Livingston, Simeon De Witt, Richard V arick, and 
John I...ausing Jr. In the words of the aet, they, or "any four 
or more of them," were vested with full power " to deelare the 
eonsent of the Legislature of this state, that such district or ta-
ritory within the jurisdiction, and in the north-eastern and 
northern parta theEOOf, as the said commissioners shall judge 
moat 00l1venient, should be formed and erected into·. a new 
state." Special provision was at the same time ~. that 
nothing contained in the act should be construed to give any 
pers011 claiming lands in the district "to be erected into an 
independent state," any right to any compensation fro~ the 
state of New. York. t 

• The tone of public opinion 011 tile Abject of the eontroTeny may be deduced, 
to a certain utent, &om the newapapen of that period. The following eztnet ia 
from ThoiWIII'e Spy, No. 831, March 12th, 1'189. 

"Vermont, Bennington, February i8 [1'1811]. 
"Two of the agente of thia nate, t.ppointed to attend on Coogr.e, to negotiate 

the adD!ielioo of thie etate into the new federal government, han Mtended the 
legislature of New York, during their .-ion at Albany, in order to ioJlnenee that 
honorable body to recognize our independence; and we learn that a bill Cor that 
pnrpoee Ia now under their oonllideration, by which the weetern bounde of thia 
etete ia aftb:ed at the weetern bounde of the townehipe graDted. by Hampehire. 

" We are infonned &om reepectable authority, that muy in1luential m.emberl 
of the legialature of New York, are ansioue for the adm.iallion of Vermont into the 
Federal Union, to prevent internal diviaione among the American atatee. The 
Bon. General Schuyler IUld othere have given it ae their opinion, that m.atten 
should be eomprorniaed UDioably and speedily hetween thia llfMe aad the :New 
York claim.&Qte-the J*08 of the Unioa beiDs of far snater valu thaa JW( a 
m.illion acree of land." · 

t Thia act wae eent to Thomae Chittenden, in a letter dated at Albally on the 
16th of July, 1'189, and eigned by all the eommieeionere uaept Richard Variak. 
Lawe of N.Y., lat meeting of 13th eeeeion, p. lL Williama'e Hiat. Vt., ii. 26'1, 25S. 
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On the 23d of October, 1789, the Legislature of Vermont 
responded to the advances made by the Legislature of New 
York, and passed an act, appointing Isaac Tichenor, Stephen R. 
Bradley, Nathaniel Chipman, Elijah Paine, Ira Allen, Stephen 
Jacob, and Israel Smith, commissioners in behalf of the state, 
" with full powers tO them, or any four or -more of them, to treat 
with commissioners that now are, or hereafter may be, appointed 
by the state of New York, and who shall be fully authorized 
and empowered, by the said state of New York, to ascertain, 
-agree to, ratify, and confirm a jurisdictional or boundary line 
-betweeB the state of New York and the state of Vermont; and 
to adjust, and finally determine, all and every matter 01" thing 
whicht in any wise, obstructs a union of this state with the 
United States." Special provision was at the same time made, 
-that nothing in the act should be construed to give the commis
sioners power, either "to lessen or abridge the presellt jurisdic
tion" of Vermont ; or to " oblige the inhabitants of the same, 
or any other person or persons, claiming title to lands" pre
viously granted by Vermont, or " the late province of New 
Hampshire," to relinquish " their claims under thejurisdiction 
thereof, or, in any wise, subject the state of Vermont to make 
any eompensatiou to different persons, claiming under . grants 
made by the late province, and now state, of New York, of 
lands situate and being in the state of Vermont, and within the 
jurisdiction of the same."*· 

Having become satiafied that several omissions had been 
inade in the act of the 14th of July, 1789, by which commis
sioners had been appointed to acknowledge ~e sovereignty of 
Vermont, the Legislature Of New· York, on the 6th of .March, 
1790, repealed that act, and passed another with a similar title. 
Robert Yates, Robert R. Livingston, John Lansing Jr., Gulian. 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Richard Sill, and 
.:Melancton Smith were named as oommis&ioners in the second 
act. The same authority which had been conferred on the other 
commissioners was transferred to them, and, in addition to this, 
they were vested with " full power to treat, conclude, and agree 
with any person or persons, or any assemblies or bodies of peo
ple," touching the relinqui8hment of the jurisdiction of the 
state of New York over a certain portion of her " north-eastern 
and northern " territory; and touching " the securing or con-

• Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp. 192, 198. Lite of Chipman, p. 82. 
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firming of rights, titles, or poeeessions of lands within such dis
trict or territory, held or claimed under grants from the state or 
New Hampshire while a colony, or under grants, sales, or loca
tions made by the authority of the government or jurisdiction 
now existing, and exercised in the north-eastern parta of this 
state, under the name or style of the state of Vermont, against 
persons claiming the same lands under grants from this state while 
a colony, or since the independence thereof." In an accom
panying proviso, the commit!sioners were prohibited from 
sanctioning or countenancing, in any way, the "grants, sales, or 
locations " made " by or under Vermont," in that portion of the 
state of New York, to which the name of the Western Union 
had been once applied by Vermont. 

In another section of this act, it was stated, that whatever 
the commissioners might stipulate to receive, as " a compensa
tion for extinguishing the claims" to lands "within the said 
district, derived under the late colony of New York," should 
be for the use of those claimants thus deprived of their grant&, 
although in the stipulations the " compensation should be de
clared to be for the use of this state, or for the people thereof." 
It was also provided that nothing in this act should be construed 
to give to any person claiming as above set forth, " any right to 
any further compensation " from the state, than the compensa
tion which might "be so stipulated as aforesaid."* 

In conformity with the terms of this act, and of that passed 
by the Legislature of Vermont, the commissioners of the two 
states assembled. "The only point of difficulty and debate," 
observes Mr. Williams, " related to a compensation for the 
lands claimed by the citizens of New York, which had been 
regranted by the government of Vermont." The discuBSions 
on this subject were carried on in a most friendly and con
ciliatory manner, and after two or three meetings, " an 
equitable and amicable agreement " was concluded. On the 
7th of October, the commiBSioners of New York by virtue of 
the powers granted to them for that purpose, declared the con
sent of the Legislature of New York, that the state of Vermont 
should be admitted into the Union of the United States of 
America ; and that immediately upon such admillSion, all 
claims of jurisdiction of the state of New York within the 
state of Vermont should cease. 

• La we ot N. Y., id meeting, 18th .-ion, p. 18. 
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They further declared that thenceforth, " the perpetual bonn: 
dary line between the atate of New York and the state of V er
mont" should be as follows :---" Beginning at the north-west 
comer of the state of Maseachusetts ; thence westward, along 
the south boundary of the township of Pownall, to the south
west comer thereof; thence northerly, along the western boun
daries of the townships of Pownall, Bennington, Shaftsbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlet, Wells, and Poultney, as 
the said townships are now held or possessed, to the river, com
monly called Poultney river; thence down the same, through 
the middle of the deepest channel thereof, to East Bay ; thence 
through the middle of the deepest channel of East Bay and the 
waters thereof, to where the same communicates with Lake 
Champlain ; thence through the middle of the deepest channel 
of Lake Champlain, to the eaatwaTd of fhe islands called the 
Four Brothers, and the westward of the iSlands called Grand 
Isle and Long Isle, or the Two Heroes, and to the '\\·estward of 
the Isle La Mott, to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude." 

With regard to the lands which had been granted by New 
York, the commissioners, announcin~ "the will of the Legisla
ture of the state of New York," decreed that, " if the Legisla
ture of the state of Vermont should, on or before the first day 
of January, 1792, declare that, on or before the first day of 
J nne, 1794, the said state of Vermont wonld pay to the state of 
New Yotk the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, imme
diately from suCh declaration by the Legislature of the state of 
V ennont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Vel"
mont, under grants from the government of the late colony of 
New York, or from the state of N e'v York, should ceaae," those 
excepted which ~had been made in confirmation of the grants of 
New Hampshire. Such was the deliberate decision of the com
missioners upon the topics which had been submitted to them 
for a final agd definitive settl-ement.* 

The plaa proposed in this decision met with the approbation 
of the Legislature of Vermont, and on the 28th of October they 
passed an act, directing the treasurer of the state to pay the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, at or 
before the time proposed ; adopting the line proposed by the 
commissioners as the perpetual boundary between the two 
states ; aud declaring an the grants, charters, and patents of 

• Williarm'a Hiat. Vt., ii. 268, 269. Blade'• Vt. State Papen, pp. lVO, 191. 
Thompeon'a Vt., Part 1L p. 83. Doc. Hiat. N. Y., iv. 1023. 
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land, lying within the state of Vermont, made by or under the 
late colony of New York, to be null and void, and "incapable 
of being given in evidence in any court of law" .within the 
state, th080 excepted which had been made in confirmation of 
the grants from New Hampshire. "In this amicable manner," 
obser,·es Mr. Williams, "was terminated a controvel'By which 
had been carried on with great animosity for twenty-six ye&l'B." * 
Both sides were weary of the contest, and, happily for them, 
the general c011dition of America was favorable to conciliatory 
measures. This seems to have been the only period, in which 
the matter could have been adjusted to the satisfaction of all 
parties.t 

The difficulties with New York having been terminated by 
these p~oceedings, the General Assembly of Vermont issued a 
call for a convention of the people, to take into consideration 
the expediency of joining the federal union. The convention 
met at Bennington on the 6th of January, 1191. Among the 
delegates were Thomas Chittenden, the president, and .Moses 
Robinson, the vice-president of the convention, Nathaniel Chip
man, Stephen R. Bradley, Ira Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Daniel 
Buck, Jonathan Arnold, Gideon Olin, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Strong, John Fassett, Timothy Brownson, and many othel'S of 
sound practical sense, and stem integrity. Of the conflicting 
opinions which prevailed on this occasion, Mr. Williams 
remarks :-"The membel'S were not all agreed on the expedi
ency of being connected with the thirteen states, and it was 
doubted, whether a majority of the people were for the measure. 
Several membel'S of the convention wished to defer the conside
ration of the question, to a more distant period. It was urged. 
on the other hand, that the safety, the interest, and the honor of 
Vermont, would be essentially promoted by joining the union 
of the other states, and that this was the precise time, when it 
might be done without difficulty or opposition." 

Favoring the accession of Vermont to the union, Nathaniel 
Chipman, distinguished both as an able jurist and an accom
plishOO. scholar, urged the convention to give their assent to the 
measure, and in a forcible and argumentative speech, advanced 
his reasons for recommending such a course. In emphatic 
language, he described the insignificance of the condition to 

• The commencement of the controvel'!ly is generally fixed at the date or t.he 
Order of the King in Council, viz. July 20th, 1764. See o..U, p. 130. 

t Williams's Hiat. Vt., ii. 269, 260. Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp. 191, 193, lN. 
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which Vermont would be continually subjected, should she 
remain a separate state, and foreshadowed her probable fate in 
case a war should arise between the United States aud Great 
Britain. He showed in what manner learning and science, and 
manufactures, and the arts, would be patronized in Vermont by 
means of the Union, and how, as a result of the same cause, 
the moral and social condition of the state would be exalted. 
He ref'erred to the different methods that had been adopted in 
different ages of the world, to bring states similarly situated to 
act as one confederacy, and declared that the constitution and 
the federal government of the United States, though almost 
phenomena in civil polity, were better calculated than any othe"F 
means that could be adopted, to unite in one body the people 
of the United States, and to secure "the tranquillity, happiness, 
and prosperity of the Union." 

Arguments like these prevailed, and on the lOth of January, 
after a session of four days, the convention resolved that appli
cation should be made to Congress for the admiBSion of Vermont 
into the federal Union. This decision was supported by an 
instn1ment, in which the convention, by virtue of the power 
and authority to them entrusted for that purpose, "fully and 
entirely " approved of, assented to, and ratified the constitution 
of the United States, and declared, that " as soon ns the 
state of Vermont shall be admitted by the Congress into 
the Union, and to a full participation of the benefit of the 
government now enjoyed by the states in the Union, the 
same shall be binding on us and the people of the state of V er
mont forever." This instrument was signed by one hundred 
and five of the one hundred and nine members of the conven
tion. The convention having completed the business for which 
they had been called together, dissolved on the 11th of Janu
ary. 

The General Assembly of Vermont met at Bennington, on the 
day previons to the dissolution of the convention, and, on the 
18th, made choice of Nathaniel Chipman and Lewis R. Morris, 
as their commissioners to repair to Congress and negotiate the 
admission of Vermont into the Union. Pursuant to their 
appointment, these gentlemen visited Philadelphia and laid 
before General Washington, the President of the United States, 
the proceedings of the convention and Legislature of Vermont, 
before referred to. On the 18th of February, Congress by an 
act declared, " that on the fourth day of March, one thousand 
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seven hundred and ninety, one, the said state, by the name and 
styleof'the&tate ofVe~ont,' shall be received and admitted into 
this Union, &B a new and entire member of the United States of 
America." Thus did Vermont :finally .reach the position which 
she was eo well entitled to 1ill. Her accesaion to the lJnion wa& 

everywhere regarded with satisfaction, and no better proof of 
the feeling of Coagrees on the subjeet is needed, than the fact 
that she was admitted without debate and by a '"nanimonal:y 
affirmative vote.* 

Doring their sa&liion held at Windsor in the mOBths of Octo
ber and November following, the General .Aaeembly of Ver
mont made provision for raising the awn of eao,ooo, by a .gen&

ral land tax. t At tJlis period in tlle history of the Un.ited 
States, before the establishment of a national ·cw.Tency, the 
difficulty of procuring large sums of silver or gold was severely 
felt. Owing to this ecarcitr of a circulating medium, and the 
.poverty of the people, :the state of Vermont was unable to pay 
the whole of the stipulated amount at the appointed time. All 
~t was therefore passed by the Legislature of New York, 
extending the time of the payment. As soon as the greater por
tion of the ~,000 had been received, a question arose as to the 
method of apportionment which should be adopted, in dividing 
it among these to whom it belonged. For the purpose of remov
ing all trouble on this point, the Legislature of New York passed 
an act on the 6th of April, 1795, " concerning the money paid 
into the treaswy of this state, by the s*ate of Vermont." 

In the p:reamble of this act, the various .proceedings which had 
led to a settlement of the controversy were recited, and the neces
aity of making " a just and equitable disttibution" of the .money 
'Which already had been and which hereafter was to be paid, was 
·9tated. To accomplish this object, Robert Yates, John Laniing 
Jr., and Abraham Van Vechten were appointed commi88ioners, 

·• Wiiu-'e Hilt. Vt., ii. 260,261. Sladll'e Vt. State Papen, pp. lK-198. Life 
of Nathaniel Chipman, pp. 88-96. Ira Allen'• Hiat. Vt., pp. 249, 260. 

t "The General.A.eeembly of Vermont baa paeeed a law, laying a tu of one 
halfpenny per acre, on all lands In that state, ror the pnrpaee of !Uilng the -
·oftso,ooo, to di.oharge the demand of the etate of New York '11poatl!.eaa." 
Thomu'a Spy, ·November ·U. 1'1111, No. 9'13. 

".A. compenat;ion for the loee of th- Ianda, the state of VenDont atipul.ated aDd 
paid to the etate of New York, 80,000 Spanish milled dollara.~ 

"With good management, 30,000 dollars eaneelled graata from the late oolony 
'Of New York, for about 6,000,000 acres of land. "-Ira Allen'a Bi8l Vt., pp. 
to&e, 260. 
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to decide all claims of citizens of New York to lands situated 
in Vermont which had been ceded by the former state to the 
latter, and to determine what proportion of the ~0,000 each 
claimant should receive. The commissioners were directed to 
give notice of the time when they would receive and examine 
claims. Claimants who should not notify their claims to the 
commissioners, within one year after the publication of the 
notice, were declared for ever barred of the right of recovery. 
Vested with these powers, and guided by these regulations, the 
commissioners began their examination. Many applications 
were reeeived, and the amount of compensation claimed was 
far greater than the sum from which it was to be drawn. 
Finally on the 23d of April, 1799, the commissioners rendered 
their report. Of the seventy-six-claimants among whom the 
aum was divided, those who received the largest amount were 
Goldsbrow Banyar, Samuel Avery, the heirs of Jamea DuiUie, 
William Cockbume, the heirs of Simon Metcalf, Brooke W at
son, William Smith, John Plenderleaf, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Bowles, Thomas Norman in right of his wife the daughter of 
Crean Brush, Abraham Lot, Samuel Stevens, James Abeel, the 
heirs of Cadwallader Colden, and John Bard.* 

With this apportionment all the direct results flowing from 
the controversy between New York and Vermont ceased. The 
two states, united by the bonds of trade and mutual interest, 
no longer regarded one another with jealousy or distrust, but 
sought rather, by the interchange of confidence and concession, 
to obliterate the recollections of the past. From the time when 
Vermont first declared her independence," Freedom and Unity" 
was the expression of the principles which guided her conduct. 
" Freedom and Unity" is the motto with which she now stands 
among the states of this Union. 

• Life of CMpmaa. p. 81!. t.ws or).'{. Y., 18th lellloo, pp. U, U. Doe. Hilt. 
!i. Y., h·. 10S4, 10211. 

All aceoun$ of the divilion of the f80,000 is oont.iaed in Appendix L. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

E.UI.LY LAWB OF VERKONT-:-INDIA.N INBCBIPTIONB. 

Pint eoDBtitution of Vermont modelled on the flnt CODititution of Pellii8J'lvaoia 
-Conatitution of Vermont legali&ed by statutory enactments-Epitome of tht 
constitutlon-It.ll religious and moral elements-The teat creed-Educational 
intereeta-Freedom of speech and of the preflll maintained-Establiahment ol 
courts of juatie-<}ood men to be placed in eftice-The purity of the b&llot
bos-The neeeuity of labor-Fint -Y at legislation-The laws of Febraary, 
1'1'19-The "Word of God" and the "Conneetiout law book~-The criminal 
code of Vermont-Capital otreuc-J>egrading puniahments-Manalaughter
Inceet-Adultery-Polygamy-HoUBebreaking and highway robbery-Coun· 
terfeiting-Riot-Perjury-Forgery-Lying-Thelt-Cnl'lling or profane IYetl' 

ing-Gaming-Horse-racing-Night-walking-Tavern-haunting-Lice.neing ta
nrns-Drn.nkenneu--Sabbath-breaking--Stocb-Care of the poor-]tilitia 
eervice-Attorney&-lnatances of the infliction of corporal punishment--Sin
gular cllltom&-lmpriaonment for debt-The burial of 'Thomaa Chandler Sen. 
-The marriage of Ml'll. Lovejoy-Indiana ofVermont-Coo&-Newbury-In
dian aoulpturee at Bellowa Fall&-The "Indian Rock" on West or W an&uQqu• 
river. 

11m references in some of the previous chapters to the statutes 
enacte.d by the General AsseJI!bly of Vermont for the punish
ment of Yorkers and the enemies of the state, would natnrally 
lead the reader to inquire concerning the character of. the early 
legislation of this independent jurisdiction. Allusion has al
ready been made to the peculiar circumstances under which 
the first constitution of V ennont was adopted. Soon after the 
people of the New Hampshire Grants had declared that district 
a free and independent state, many disinterested persons ex
preBSed a desire that the organization of "New Connecticut, 
alias V ennont," as the new state was called, should be imme
diately effected. On the 11th of April, 1777, Dr. Thomas 
Young, a citizen of Philadelphia, published an addreBB to the 
inhabitants of V ennont, urging them to maintain the ground 
they had taken, and pointing out to them the method by which 
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many of the difficulties in forming a government might be met 
and overcome. "I have recommended to your committee," he 
observed in this address, "the constitution of Pennsylvania as 
a model, which, with a very little alteration, will, in my opi
nion, come as near perfection as any thing yet concocted by 
mankind. This constitution has been sifted with all the criti
cism that a band of despots was master of, and has bid defiance 
to their united powers." His advice was followed, and an in
strument which was supposed to have been the work of Benja
min Franklin became the basis of that upon which the govern
ment of Vermont was established.* 

Though built on so good a foundation, the constitution of 
Vermont was the work of men whose necessities gave them but 
little time for thought or deliberation. Prepared at a time 
when the United States was engaged in a war which convulsed 
the whole American continent; completed at the moment when 
Burgoyne, having ravaged the shores of Lake Champlain, was 
maturing the reduction of Ticonderoga; and published while 
the excitement consequent upon the triumph at Bennington 
was still agitating the minds of the Green .Mountain Boys, it 
was never sanctioned by a vote of the people, but was tacitly 
accepted by them as the exponent of their righta and privileges. 
The remark of Governor Slade, that the constitution of V er
mont " was considered a mere nullity by the atatelt'lne'n of that 
period," cannot be regarded as strictly correct. At the same 
time, it is difficult to determine in what estimation it was 
held, either by them or the people. The first act p888ed by the 
General Assembly, at their session held at Bennington on the 
11th of February, 1779, was "An act for securing the general 
privileges of the people, and establishing common law and the 
con8titution, as·part of the laws of this state." For what pur
pose this statute was needed is by no means apparent. In its 
very nature, the constitution of a state is superior to any statute 
law. It is, in a certain sense, the fountain and source of statute 
law. By it the state is organized and becomes invested with 
power to legislate. The attempt, therefore, of the General As
sembly of Vermont to legalize the constitution of the state, ap
pears to have been either simply an absurdity, or a proof that 

• The similarity between the first eonatitntion of Vennont and the flnt eoneti
tntion oC Pennaylvania may be seen by comparing th011e inatrnmenta u they 
appear in the "Memoir of Thomu Chittenden," by Daniel Chipman, pp. 26-60. 
et J>IUftflt. 
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the statesmen regarded the constitution 88 possessed of but little 
binding force, and hoped to dignity it in the estimation of the 
people, by investing it with, at least, the power of law. 

Had there been no further attempts to give the constitution a 
statutory force, this ·inference might be regarded as partially 
correct. The desire to "make assurance double B11re," see~ 
however, to have prevailed in the minds of the law-makers, and 
its effect in bolstering up the constitution was visible in a num
ber of instances. In June, 1782, a law was enacted by the 
General Assembly, while in session at Windsor, for the purpOS& 
of " establishing the constitution of Vermont, and securing the 
privileges of. the people." At a convention held at Manchester 
in J nne, 1786, the constitution was revised and re-established. 
The General Assembly sat during a portion of February and 
March, 1787, at Bennington, and on the 8th of the latter month. 
they declared by a special statute, that the constitution " shall 
be forever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws 
of this state." The constitution underwent a second revision at 
a convention held at Windsor in July, 1793. At a session of 
the General Assembly held at Rutland during October and 
November, 1796, that instrument was, by a legislative cna~ 
ment, passed on the third day of the latter month, again pro
nounced and established "the supreme law" of the state.* 

The first constitution was. " established by convention" on 
the 2d of July, 1777. It was divided into three parts. The 
:first division consisted of a preamble, in which were set forth. 
the reasons that had induced the people of the New Hampshire 
Grants, to form themselves into a separate and independent 
commonwealth. A "Declaration of the rights ot: the inhabit
ants of the state of Vermont" was comprised in the second 
division. The third division contained the "Pftm or frame of 
government," in accordance with which the affairs of the state 
were to be conducted. The tone of the whole instrument wu 
moral, manly, independent. Vermont ever strove to imbue her 
public expreBBions with the spirit of f~edom. In her relatioDS 
with other states, she preserved her word and her honor unim
paired. Only in her negotiations with the British in Canada 
did she employ ambiguous terma and the arts of diplomacy, 
but it was by these means that she maintained her separate 

* Sl&de'a Vt. StAte Papers, p. i88. Statute. of Vt., 1'187, pp. 81, 81. Ae11 
and Lawa of Vt., 1796, pp. 8, 4. 
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p<)Iitical existence, and secured the frontiers of the northern 
states from-rapine and devastation. The positi0Jl8 taken in the 
constitution were in strict confonnity with the ch8J'&eter of meR 
who loved liberty and hated oppression. The natural freedom 
of man ; the inherenee of power in the people ; the establish
ment of ~emmemt for the benefit of all ; the purity of the 
ba.llotrbox ; the snbseFViency of private property to public 
uses ; the trial by j nry ; the sacredness of hearth and home; 
the subordination of the military to the civil power; the right 
or petition and remonstrance--these, and other principles 
equally noble, were asserted with unaffected confidence, in this 
exposition of the moral, civil, a.nd political faith of the people 
of Vermont. 

Concerning man as a religious being, it was claimed " that 
all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship AL
MIGHTY GoD, according to the dictates of their own consciences 
and understanding, regulated by the word of GoD ; and that no 
man ought, or of right can be compelled to, attend any reli
gious worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or 
maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his con
science ; nor ean any man who professes the Protestant religion 
be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as a citizen, 
on account of his religions sentiment, or peculiar mode of reli
gious worship; and that no authority can, or ought t~ be in
vested in, or assumed by any power whatsoever, that shall, in 
any case, interfere with, or, in any manner, control the rights 
of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship. Never
theless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe 
the Sabbath or the Lord's day, and keep up and snpport some 
sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most agree
able to the revealed will of Gon." These sentiments were 
more strenuously enforced in the positive declaration that 
"laws for the encouragement of virtue and prevention of vice 
and immorality shall be made and constantly kept in force ; 
and provision shall be made for their due execution ; and all 
religious societies or bodies of men, that have been, or may be 
hereafter, united abd incorporated for the advancement of reli
gion and learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, 
shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the pri
vileges, immunities, and estates, which they, in justice, ought 
to enjoy under such regulations as the General Assembly of 
this state shall direct." 
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Though these semi-puritanic law-givers were willing to allow 
to the people a considerable latitude in the "mode of religious 
worship," yet in matters of religious faith they were more ex
acting. Every member of the General ABSembly, before tak
ing his seat, was required to accept and subscribe a test creed, 
in these words :-" I do believe in one Gon, the Creator and 
Governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and punisher 
of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament to be given by Divine inspiration, and 
own and profess the Protestant religion." It appears by the 
records of the General Assembly, that Ethan Allen, who was 
returned a member from Arlington in October, 1778, refused 
to express his belief in the manner prescribed by law. His 
participation in the deliberations of that session, shows that his 
non-conformity did not debar him from serving as the represen
tative of his constituents. When in October, 1785, the consti
tution was revised, the acknowledgment of a religious belief 
was deemed eBSential, and the test creed was retained un
changed. 

While the interests of religion were thus protected, educa
tional interests were not neglected. The provision made for 
the instruction of the youth of the state, at a time when boys 
of sixteen were compelled to bear arms, and when the alarms 
of war rendered a continuous attention to the arts of peace al
most impossible, affords a striking example of the forecast of 
these self-taught statesmen. Fully imbued with the necessity 
of multiplying the advantages of instruction, they declared that 
" a school or schools shall be established in each town by the 
Legislature, for the convenient instruction of youth, with such 
salaries to the masters, paid by each town, making proper use 
of school lands in each town, as thereby to enable them to 
instruct youth at low prices. One grammar school in each 
county, and one university in this state, ought to be established 
by direction of the General ABSembly." To these wise provi
sions and to the laws which were afterwards enacted in accord
ance with them, Vermont owes the high position which she 
now holds, in an educational point of view, among the other 
states of the Union. 

Among a people who had ever been acclllltomed to express 
publicly their opinions, restraints infringing upon this privilege 
would be necessarily irksome. To guard against a contingency 
of this nature, and to protect that medium by which public 
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wrongs are exposed, the condition of the state made known, 
and information of every proper character extended, the legis
lators of Vermont asserted " that the people have a right to 
freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their senti
ments : therefore, the freedom of the press ought not to be 
restrained," and further, that " the printing presses shall be free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature, or any part of government." 

Ever since the abolition of colonial rule, the trial and punish
ment of evil-doers had devolved upon town and county com
mittees of safety, and upon such other temporary tribunals as 
had been warranted by public policy, and tacitly sanctioned by 
the people. As a consequence of this imperfect mode of judi
cial administration, the power thus delegated was often used to 
gratify the promptings of malice, or, on account of ignorance, 
was not exercised with that discrimination which distinguishes 
accurately between the right and the wrong. "Courts of jus
tice shall be established in every county in the state," pro
claimed the constitution, and thenceforth Justice blinded her 
eyes to the temptations which "were springing up on every side 
to beguile her, and adj nsted her scales with honest precision . 

. For the purpose of securing a just administration of the 
affairs of government, the principle of selecting for office, men 
of high moral character and unblemished reputation, was early 
established. In avowing tl1is idea the announcement was made, 
"that frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm 
adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and 
frngality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty, and keep goverrunerit free. The people ought, there
fore, to pay particular attention to these points in the choice of 
officers and representatives. The people have a right to exact 
a due and constant regard to them, from tl1eir legislators and 
magistrates, in the making and executing such laws as are 
necessary for the good government of the state." These no
tions found full development in the plain statement " that no 
person shall be capable of holding any civil office in this state, 
except he has acquired and maintains a good moral character." 
To afford a more effectual protection in tl1e exercise of the 
elective franchise, it was decreed by the constitution that " all 
elections, whether by the people or in General Assembly, shall 
be by ballot, free and voluntary; and any elector who shall 
receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, monies, 
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or otherwise, shall forfeit his right to elect at that time, and 
suft'er such other penalty as future laws shall direct. And any 
person who shall, direetly or indirectly, give, promise, or b. 
stow any such rewards to be elected, shall t~reby be rendered 
incapable to serve for the ensuing year." By ~ative enact
ments, other punishments were denounced against those who 
should attempt to impair the parity of the ballot-box. 

In the system of government promulged by the fonnders of 
the new state, industry, as the safeguard of a people, was a 
foundation principle. The sentence p888ed upon the father of 
mankind, wherein it was declared, that in the sweat of' his faee 
he should eat bread, was too plainly applicable to his deACend
ants inhabiting a country as unproductive as was Vennont, to 
allow of the supposition, that any one could live there without 
employment of some nature. Having been obliged to gain 
their own subsistence by toilsome labor, the first legislators of 
Vermont felt and declared the necessity of a similar course, for 
all who desired to maintain a manly self-respect. These senti
ments found expression in the constitution, in the following lan
guage :-" As every freeman, to preserve his independence (If 
without a sufficient estate), ought to have some profession, call
ing, trade, or farm, whereby he may honestly subsist, there can 
be no necessity for, nor use in establishing offices of profit, the 
'W!ual effects of which are dependence and servility unbecoming 
freemen, in the possessors or expectants, and faction, conten
tion, corruption, and disorder among the people. But if any 
man is called into public service, to the prejudice of his private 
affairs, he has a right to a reasonable compensation. And 
whenever an office, through increase of fees or otherwise, be
comes so profitable as to occasion many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be lessoned by the Legislature."* 

Such were some of the features of the constitution under 
which the new state began its political existence. In the 
government as established, the supreme legislative power was 
vested in "a House of Representatives of the freemen, or com
monwealth, or state of Vermont," and the supreme executive 
power in a Governor and a Council of twelve, the members of 
which body were denominated Councillors or Assistants. The 
first session of the General Assembly-the name by which the 

• Aot. lllld Linn of Vt.., 1'1'111, pp. i.-xii, 1, 2. Slade'• Vt.. State Papen, pp. 
!fl-266, 28'1,288, 62~ 
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House of Representatives wBB commonly designated-was held 
in .March, 1178. A second was held ia June, and a third in 
October following. The laws which were paased at these sea
lions were published tow&t'da the close of the year in pamphlet 
form, but were never recorded in the office of the secretary of 
state. Of their nature little is known. They, doubtless, par
took more of the character of temporary regulations than of 
permanent laws. ln , the jo1U'Dal of the first &eesion, there are 
two entries under the date of March 26th, in these words :-

" Paaeed an act for the punishiug high treason and other 
atrocioua crimea, u said act staads in the Co.zw.ecticut law
\ook." 

"Pasaed an act against treacheroBi conspiracies, as said act 
ltallds in the Connecticut law-book." 

From these and other indieatiODS of a similar .nature, it may 
be reasonably inferred, that .COnnecticut was the source whence 
New Oonnecticut, alias Vermont, derived many of her ideas ot' 
government and law. The crude manner in which these ideBB 
were neceEarily, in many instances, expres&ed, was doubtless 
the reason why the early enactments were not recorded. " It 
is indeed a subject of regret," observes Mr. Slade, " that any 
cause should have been thought sufficient to justify a neglect;, 
by which the jiiVJt .8ll8fliY at legislation by the government of 
Vermont, has been lost to succeeding generations." 

From t&e laws enacted at the fourth session of the General 
.Assembly, held in February, 1779, a very correct idea may be 
formed of the determined character of the people of Vermont. 
No one can fail to recognise the fact, BB developed in these 
.atatutes, that they loved liberty, hated oppression, and deemed 
it necessary io ·visit crime with punishments .of the severest 
nature. By the irst act passed at this ses&ion, it was decreed, 
as has been bei>re stated, that the .constitution should be " for
ever considere&, held, and m&int.Uned, as part .of the laws of 
this state." In the preamble .of the same act, it w.as maintained 
iliat ",the free fruition of iUCh liberties .and privileges BB 
hmnamty, ci'rility, and Christianity .call fot; as due to every 
DWl, in lUa place and .pr(JpOI'tion, without impeachment and 
~ent, hath been, and ever ·will be, the tranquillity and 
stability of churches and commonwealths ; and the denial or 
deprival thereof, the dilrturbance, if not the ruin of both.' 
Agreeable to these positions, it was enooted by statute, that 
" no man's life shall be taken tJfiW8I! ; no mau's honor or _good 
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name stained ; no man's person shall be arrested, restrained, 
banished, dismembered, nor any ways punished ; no man shall 
be deprived of his wife or children; no man's goods or estates 
shall be taken away from him~ nor any ways indamaged under 
colour of law, or countenance of authority, unless it be by vir
tue of some express law of this state, warranting the same, 
established by the General Assembly ; or, in case of the defect 
of such law in any particular case, by some plain rule war
ranted by the Word of God." 

That the "Word of God" and the " Connecticut law book" 
were the sources, whence were drawn those ideas which pre. 
vailed in the formation of the penal statutes of Vermont, may 
be readily seen from an examination of the statutes themselves. 
"The early criminal code of Connecticut," observes a late 
writer,* "recognized twelve capital offences, to which two more 
were afterwards added, and all of which were founded on the 
strict precepts of the Levitical law." The criminal code of 
Vermont, adopted in February, 1779, recognized nine offences 
punishable by death. These were treason; murder; arson; rape; 
bestiality ; sodomy; bearing false witness against a person for 
the purpose of causing his death ; mutilation, either by mali
ciously cutting out or disabling the tongue, or by putting out 
one or both of the eyes, " so that the person is thereby made 
blind," or by emasculation; and blaspheming " the name of 
Gon the FATHER, SoN, or HoLY GaosT, with direct, express 
presumption, and high-handed blasphemy," or cursing "in the 
like manner." t 

Other crimes were regarded with a sternness approaching 
almost to that which characterized the Draconian system. 
Manslaughter was punished by the forfeiture to the state of 
" all the goods and chattels" of the manslayer; by whipping 
" on the naked body ;" by branding the hand " with the letter 
Mona hot iron;" and by disabling the offender "from giving 
verdict or evidence" in any court in the state. Persons con
victed of the crime of incest were compelled to sit " upon the 
gallows the space of one hour, with a rope about their neck, 
and the other end cast over the gallows ; and in the way from 
thence to the common gaol," were to be " severely whipt, not 

• See " Sketches of the Lives and Judicial Servieee of the Chief Juatioee of the 
Supreme Court of the United States," by George Van Santvoord, p. 213. 

t Acts and Laws of Vt., 1'179, pp. 1, 2, IS, 73, 74, 94. Slade's Vt. State Papert, 
pp. 267, 287, 288, 291, 292, 3154, 8!15, 875. 
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exceeding thirty-nine stripes each." Other punishments for 
this offence were stated in these words :-" Persons so offend
ing, sha~ forever after, wear a capital letter I, of two inches 
long and proportionable bigness, cnt out in cloth of a contrary 
colour to their cloaths, and sewed npon their garments, on the 
outside of their arm, or on their back, in open view. And if 
any person or persons, convicted and sentenced as aforesaid, for 
such offence, shall, at any time, be found without their letter 
so worn, during their abode in this state, they shall, by warrant 
from any one assistant or justice of the peace, be forthwith ap
prehended, and ordered to be publicly whipt, not exceeding fif
teen stripes, and from time to time, or as often as they shall so 
offend." Incestuous marriages were also declared void, and all 
children born of such connection were "forever disabled to 
inherit by descent, or by being generally named in any deed 
or will, by father or mother." 

In the statute " against and for the punishment of adultery" 
the following language was held :-" Whosoever shall commit 
adultery with a married woman, or one betrothed to another 
man, both of them shall be severely punished by whipping on 
the naked body, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and stigma
tized, or bnmt on the forehead with the letter A, on a hot iron ; 
and each of them shall wear the capital letter A, on the back 
of their outside garment, of a different color, in fair view, dur
ing their abode in this state. And as often as such convicted 
person shall be seen without such letter, and be thereof con
victed before an assistant or justice of the peace in this state, 
[he] shall be whipt on the naked body, not exceeding ten 
stripes." The same punishments were denounced against those 
who should be guilty of polygamy, and polygamous marriages 
were declared " null and void." At the session of the General 
Assembly in October, 1783, the statutes against adultery and 
polygamy were re-enacted in a more definite form, but with 
penalties attached similar to those above recited. 

House-breaking and highway robbery were punished with 
great severity. "Whosoever shall commit burglary," these 
were the words of the statute, " by breaking up any dwelling
house, or shop, wherein goods, wares, and merchandize are 
kept ; or shall rob any person in the field or highway---such 
person, so offending, shall, for the first offence, be branded on 
the forehead with the capital letter B, on a hot iron, and shall 
have one of his ears nailed to a post and cut· off; and shall also 
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be whipped on the naked body fifteen stripes. .And for the 
second offence, such person shall be branded as aforesaid, and 
shall have his other ear nailed and cut Qff as aforAaid, and 
shall be whipped on the naked body twenty-five stripes. And 
if such pel'800 shall eollllltit the like offence a third time, he 
shall be put to death as being inconigible."* 

In the law " agaiiiBt counterfeiting bills of public credit, 
coins, or currencies," the penalties denounoed upon those guilty 
of this offence were expressed in .these words :-~'Every pei'SOil 
or persoos, so offending, shall be punished by having his right 
ear cut otf, and shall be branded with the capital. letter C, OB a 
hot iron, and be committed fx> a work-holUie, thel'e to be oon
fincd and kept to work, under the care of a maater, and not to 
depart therefrom, without special leave from tile Aaembly of 
this state, until the day of his death, under the penalty of being 
severely whipped by order of any eon:rt, assistant, or justice, 
and thereupon to be returned to his fonner confinement and 
labor." In addition to these pumshments the estate of the 
offender was declared forfeited to tfte state. The law for pu
nishing those gUilty of hindering any officer, "judicial or exe
cutive, civil or military," in the performanca of his duty, has 
been previonely reeited.t By the law enacted for the purpose 
of " preventing and punislring riots and rioters," atfe~~.ders were 
to be fined a sum not exceeding £200, and imprisoned for not 
more than six months, or whipped " not exceeding forty stripes." 
Peijnry was puiiished by a fine of £50, and imprisonment for 
six montlls. The law further provided, in case the ~offender 
or offenders, so oft'ending, bve net goods and chattBls *'> the 
value of £50, that the~ he or they ,abalJ. be set in the pillory by 
the space of two hours, in aome county town wheme the <lffence 
was committed,·or next adjoining to the pla.oe where the oft'enee 
was committed; .and to have boili .his e8.1'8 nailed 1md cut oft'; 
and from thenceforth be discredited, and disabled fwever to be 
sworn in any oomt ·whatsoever, until sueh tiime :113 the judft 
ment shall be Tevened."~ 

A:n.y person guilty of forgery was compelled to stand in the 
pillory on "tMee seiVeral days of public meeting, not ·exeeeding 

• Aete 4IIH1 Lawa ol Vt.., 1'1'79, pp.l-6,.8&, Ill. Slede'1 Vt. Btl&e Pllpen, pp. 
t90, 291, ~66, 8'74, .8'71S, 4'1~'16. 

t .Ante, pp. MO, 841. * Acta and La WI of Vt., 1'7'19, pp. 11, 80, &1, K. ·Sltlde'a 'Vt. 'Biillte ·P~~pera, 'PP
IOO,BIB,S.&-848,87'1. • 
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two hours each day;" to pay double damages; and was alsc 
rendered incapable of giving " any evidence or verdict in any 
conrt, or before any magistrate or justice of the peace." By 
the act "for the punishment of lying," it was declared " that 
every person of the age of discretion, which is accounted four
teen years, who shall wittingly and willingly make or publish· 
any lie, which may be peruiciou!l to the public weal, or tend 
~ the damage or injury of any particular person, or to deceive 
(Jifl,(/, olYu8e the people with fal8e nete8 ()1' report.s, and be thereof 
duly convicted before any court, assistant, or justice of the 
peace, shall be :fined for the :first offence 408., or if unable 1x> 
pay the same, then such person shall sit in the stocks not ex
ceeding two hours." For the second offence, the delinquent 
was to be :fined " c;iouble the aforesaid sum," or to be " whip
ped on the naked body, not exceeding ten stripes." The third 
offence was to be punished by " double the :fine for the second," 
or by " twenty stripes ;" and for each succeeding offence the 
fin~ was to be increased lOs., or five stripes. It was under
stood, however, that the number of stripes was in no case to 
exceed thirty-nine. 

Theft, provided the value of the property stolen was I eBB than 
£6, was punished by compelling the offender to make restitu
tion to the owner in a threefold ratio, and by a discretionary 
fine, not to exceed £10. If the value of the property was £6 
or more, the thief, in addition to the triple forfeiture, was 
"punished by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes." 
For the purpose of meeting the contingency of poverty, it was 
further ordained :-"If any such offender be unable to make 
restitution, and pay such three-fold damages, such offender shall 
make satisfaction by service; and the prosecutor shall be, and 
is hereby empowered to dispole of IJUCh offender in service, to 
ooglfllbject qf this state, for such time as he shall be assigned to 
such prosecutor by the court, &BBistant, or justice, before whom 
the prosecution shall be." Onrsing and profane swearing were 
punished by a fine of 6s., or by sitting in the stocks "not exceed
ing three hours, and not less than one hour," and paying the cost 
of prosecution. He who allowed gaming in any form on his 
premises, was punished by :fine, as was also he who engaged in 
this unlawful sport, or in horse-racing.* 

• Acta and La we of Vt., 1 '179, pp. 811, 88, 44, 80, 88, 89, 9lL Slade's Vt. State 
Papen, pp. 8~, 881, 881, 862, 869, 3'10, 878. 
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For the purpose of preventing " unseasonable night-walking, 
and for the punishing of disorders committed in the night sea
son," a statute was enacted, by the terms of which it was 
decl.a.red, "that if any persons that are under the government 
of parents, guardians, or masters; or any boarders or sojourn
ers, shall convene, or meet together, or be entertained in any 
house, without the consent or approbation of their parents, 
guardians, or masters, after nine o'clock at night, any longer 
than to discharge the business they are sent about ; or shall 
meet together, and associate themselves in company or com
panies, in streets or elsewhere after the time aforesaid, and shall 
commit any disorder, or make any rout at any time in the 
night season-each person so offending shall forfeit 208. for 
every such offence." It was also provided by this act, that 
if any person suspected of being engaged "in causing disturb
ance at night, should not be able to give " a satisfactory 
account" of himself at the time the disturbance occurred, and 
prove that he " had no hand" in it, he should be liable for all 
damage arising therefrom. , • 

Power was given to the county courts to license suitable per· 
sons to keep houses of public entertainment. At the same time, 
means were taken to prevent the abuses which might arise from 
the indiscriminate sale of intoxicating liquors. Whenever it 
should appear to the officers of a town that any person residing 
within the town was " a tavern-haunter," or that he spent " his 
time idly " at houses of entertainment, they were authorized 
"to cause the name of such tavern-haunter to be posted at the 
door of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi
cate, under their hands, forbidding every tavern-keeper in such 
town," under penalty of a :fine of £3, and forfeiture of his license
bond, to entertain, or suffer any tavern-haunter so posted, " to 
have or drink any strong liquors of any kind whatsoever, in or 
about his house," until the prohibition should be removed. In 
CQ.Se the person warned in the manner aforesaid, should refuse 
to lay aside his "evil practises," authority was given to the town 
officers to require surety for his good behavior. Should the 
offender fail to :find surety, he was required "to pay a :fine of 
208. or sit in the stocks for the space of two hours, on some pub
lic time or season." 

None except licensed keepers of houses of public entertain
ment were allowed to vend liquors " by a less quantity than a 
quart." Any person "duly convicted of keeping a tippling-
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house, or of selling strong beer, ale, cider, perry, metheglin, 
wine, rnm, or mixed drink, or any strong drink whatsoever, by 
retail in small quantities, as aforesaid, without license first had 
as aforesaid," was rendered liable to a fine of £3 for the first 
offence, of £6 for the second offence, and in default of payment 
in either case, " to be publicly whipped on the naked body not 
less than ten, nor exceeding fifteen Rtripes."* 

By the statute for " the punishment of drunkenness," it was 
enacted that if any person should " be found drunken," so as to 
"be thereby bereaved and disabled in the use of reason and 
understanding, appearing either in speech, gesture, or behavior, 
and be thereof convicted, he or she" should forfeit to the- trea
surer of the town where the offence was committed, " for the 
use of the poor therein," 88. for each offence, or " sit in the 
stocks not to exceed three hours, nor less than one honr."t 

In no instance, perhaps, was the influence of " the Connecti
cut law book" more apparent, than in the act " for the due 
observation and keeping the first day of tl1e week, as the Sab~ 
bath or Lord's day; and for punishing disorders and profane
ness on the same." By its regulations no person was allowed 
to perform any labor, "works of necessity and mercy, only, 
excepted," or engage in "any game, sport, play, or recreation" 
on Sunday, or on any day of public fasting or thanksgiving, 
under a penalty not exceeding £10. Whoever should be guilty 
of " any rude, profane, or unlawful behaviour on the Lord's 
day, either in words or actions, by clamorous discourse, or by 
shouting, halooing, screaming, running, riding, dancing, jump
ing, blowing of horns, or any such like rude or unlawful words 
or actions, in any house or place, so near to, or in, any public 
meeting-house for divine worship, that those who meet there 
may be· disturbed by such rude and profane behaviour," was to 
be fined 408. for every such offence, and " whipped on the 
naked back, not exceeding ten stripes, nor less than five." No 
person wa..q allowed to " drive a team, or droves of any kind, or 
travel on said day," except on business relating to "the present 

• By an aet of the General A..embly ~on the 21et of October, 1'182, this 
aet yu amended, and none but licensed tavem-keepel'l, and per110ne especially 
licensed by the justices and selectmen, in each town, were permitted ~ to sell any 
distilled liquor or wine, in any Ieee quantity than jiflem gallom, delivered and 
carried away at one time, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of £10." See ante, pp. 
1811, 190. 

t Acta and Laws ofVt., 1'1'19, pp. 44, '1'1, 89-92. Slade's Vt. State Papers, pp. 
831, 359, 370-:!73. 
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war," or unless '·'by some adversity" he had been belated, 
" and forced to lodge in the woods, wilderness, or highways the 
night before." In the latter case he was allowed to proceed on 
Sunday no further than to " the next inn or place of shelter." 

No person was allowed to be accompanied by an attendant 
on Sunday, while going to or returning from " the public wor
ship of God," unleee neceesity or mercy required it. Listening 
" outside of the meeting-house during the time of public WO~'
sbip ;" unnece88&rily withdrawing one's self from " the public 
worship to go without doors;" and desecration of the time "by 
playing or profanely talking" were also strictly forbidden. 
The old New England custom, according to which Sunday was 
regarded as beginning at sunset on Saturday, not only obtained 
in Vermont but was in a measure defended by law. "If any 
number of persons," these were the words of the statute, "shall 
convene and meet together in company or companies, in the 
street or elsewhere, on the evening next before or after the 
Lord's day, and be thereof convicted, [they] shall pay a fine 
not exceeding £3, or sit in the stocks not exceeding two hours." 
To this section a proviso was attached declaring that it was not 
to be " taken or construed to hinder the meetings of such per
sons upon any religious occasions." The officers of each town 
were required to" restrain all persons from unnecessary walk
ing in the streets or fields, swimming in the water, keeping 
open their shops, or following their secular occasions or recrea
tions in the evening preceding the Lord's day, or on said day, 
or evening following." A wholesome dread of disobeying any 
of the regulations enjoined by this act was inculcated by the 
denunciation of penalties of varioU& kinds against Sabbath
breakers.* 

For facilitating the infliction of punishment, every town was 
ordered to " make and maintain at its own charge, a good pair 
of stocks, with a lock and key, sufficient to bold and secure . 
such offenders as shall be sentenced to sit therein; whicll stocks . 
shall be set in the most public place in each respective town." 
In accordance with the principles of philanthropy and Christian 
charity, measures were taken for "maintaining and supporting 
the poor," and many laws having for their object the welfare 
and improvement of society were enacted. 

• Acta and Laws of Vt., 1'1'19, pp. 26, '¥/. Slade's Vl State Papen, pp. Ill
BIG. 
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All male persons between the ages • of sixteen and fifty were 
required to" bear arms, and duly attend all musters and mili
tary exercises" of the companies to which they belonged, with 
the exception of " minister& of the gospel; councillors ; justices 
of the peace; the secretary [of state]; judges of probate 'and 
of superior and inferior court:s; the president, tutors, and stu
dents at collegiate schQOls; masters of arts; ·allowed physicians 
and surgeons ; representatives or deputies for the . time being ; 
school-master& ; attornies-at-law ; one miller to each gtist-mill; 
sheriffs and constables for the time being; constant jurymen; 
t~ners, who make it their constant business ; and lam~ per
sons or others disabled iu body." Each soldier and house
holder was required to be always provided with, and to have 
in constant readiness, " a well fixed firelock, the barrel not less 
than three feet and a half long, or other good fire-arms, to the 
satisfaction of the commissioned otticers of the company to 
which he doth belong, or in the limits of which he dwells; a 
good sword, cutlass, tomahawk, or bayonet; a worm and prim
ing-wire fit for each gun; a cartouch-box or powder-hom,. and 
bullet-pouch; one pound of good powder; four pounds of bul
lets fit .for his gun; and six good flints." Full details of the 
rules by which the militia .of the state were to be .guided were 
also set forth, and provision was made for the varied difficulties 
which might arise in the coustruction of a military organization. 

For the purpose of insuring a proper presentation of the 
principles of law and justice, and in order to prevent ignorant 
and unscrupulous men from practising in the courts, every 
person approved of as an attorney-at-law was required, before 
being admitted to the bar, to take thefollowing oath :-"You 
swear by the ever-living God, that you will do no falsehood, 
nor consent to any to be done in the court; and if you know of 
any to be done, you shall give knowladge thereof to the judges 
or justices of the court, or some of them, that it may be re
formed. , You shall not, wittingly, and willingly, or knowingly 
promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any false or unlawful suit, 
nor give aid or consent to the same. You shall demean your
self in the office of an attorney within the court, according to 
the best of your learning and discretion, and with all good 
fidelity, as well to the court as to the client. So help you God."* 

* Act. and Lawa of' Vt., tn9, pp. 18-24, 48, 78, 97, 98. Slade'• Vt. State Pa
pera, pp. 306-312, 880, 831, 8119, 360, 378, 879. 
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The statutes enacted in February, 1779, BODle of the most 
remarkable of which have been cited, served as the basis of 
the system of law which for many years obtained in Vermont. 
At the ses&on of the General Assembly, held in June, 1782, 
the common and statute laws of England, so far as they were 
applicable to a republican form of government, and were "not 
repugnant to the constitution, or to any act of the Legislature" 
of Vermont, were adopted as the laws of the state. Corporal 
punishment, though at first much employed as a means of refor
mation, gradually fell into disuse, as moral suasion usurped the 
place of brute force, and finally ceased to be recognized as a 
lawful penalty.* Instances of the infliction of this and of other 
degrading punishments are often met with in the records of 
Vermont trials. 

At the session of the Superior court, held at Windsor, in 
February, 1784, Abraham Taylor, who pleaded guilty to the 
commission of a crime too indecent to name, received this sen
tence :-"That he be taken by the sheriff to the whipping-poet, 
and be whipped on the naked body thirty-nine stripes; sit in 
the pillory half an hour on two di1ferent days, viz. half an hour 
on each day ; be imprisoned one month ; pay a fine of £20 
and cost of prosecution; and stand committed till judgment be 
complied with." Martha Mansfield having been adjudged 
guilty of a certain offence, at the session of the Superior court, 
held at Marlborough on the fifth Tuesday of August, 1786, was 
sentenced to be taken to the public whipping-post in that town ; 
whipped twenty stripes on the naked body ; pay the costs of 
prosecution ; and be imprisoned until judgment was complied 
with. At the same time Mary Hazeltine and Timothy Hol
brook were sentenced to receive twenty-five stripes each, and 
Thomas Walker thirty stripes. On the first Tuesday of March, 
1789, a seBSion of the Superior court was held at Newfane. 
On this occasion the guilt of Ezra Whitney in some transaction 
having been proved, he was sentenced " to stand in the pillory 
one hour, between the h&urs of twelve and two, at Newfane in 
the county of Windham, on the 9th day of instant March, in a 
public place near the Court-house; pay a fine of £30 to the 
treasury of the state; and pay costs of prosecution, taxed at 

• The eft'ort. of the first Council of CeniiOI'I, at their meetings held during the 
yean 17811 and 1786, were very beneficial in rendering the character oC the 
punishment for minor ofFences 1- brutal, and in introducing a more humane 
spirit into the criminal code of the etate. 
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£10 138. 8d." The trial of Reuben Row, alia8 Munroe, by the 
Supreme court, at their session held at Newfane on the 4th of 
September, 1789, on the charge" of passing to John Holbrook 
Jr. one piece of false money, made of certain mixed and base 
metals, counterfeited to the likeness and similitude of a piece 
of good, lawful, and current coin of this state, called a dollar," 
resulted in his conviction. The sentence of the court was car
ried into execution by Samuel Fletcher, the sheriff, who admi
nistered to the culprit " twenty stripes on his naked back, well 
laid on, at the common whipping-post in said Newfane, between 
the hours of two and four in the afternoon" of the day on 
which the judgment was rendered. It further appears, by the 
records of the court, that on the morning of the same day, 
" Row aldas Munroe" was punished by being compelled to 
stand " in the common pillory" of Windham county " for the 
space of one hour."* 

In a country or state where no very definite ideas either of 
law or of the principles of right are held by the people, customs 
sometimes prevail, which, though strange and unnatural, are 
often observed with the most scrupulous care. Of those which 
obtained among the early settlers of Vermont, springing from a 
perversion of legal maxims, two examples have been preserved. 
On the 16th of June, 1785, the General Assembly of Vermont 
paSBed an act discharging from imprisonment, on certain condi
tions, Thomas Chandler of Chester, one of the early settlers on 
the New Hampshire Granta. On the 20th of the same month, 
before he was enabled to comply with the terms of the act, 
Chandler died in the jail at Westminster, where, during seve
ral months, he had been confined for debt. According to the 
ideas of that period, if the friends of' a person dying in prison 
carried his remains beyond the boundaries of the jail-yard they 
were regarded as accomplices in an " escape," and were sup
posed to be liable to satisfy the judgment by virtue of which 
he was confined. · Another foolish notion led people to ima
gine, that any one who should bury the body of an imprisoned 
debtor would thereby become executor in his own wrong, and, 
as an intermeddler with the estate of the debtor, liable to dis
charge the debtor's obligations. How to give Christian burial 
to the remains of Judge Chandler, and yet avoid the responsi 
bility of answering for his defaulta, was a serious question. 

• MS. Court Recorda. Slade'a Vt. State Papere, p. 411&. 
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For several days the corpse remained in the cell of the jail, 
shunned by those whose common sense, one would suppose, 
should have taught them the folly of a custom which forbade 
them to perform an act of humanity as imperative and solemn 
as is that of inhumation. At length, when the body. had be
come so offensive as to endanger the health of the prisoners 
confined in the jail, Nathan Fisk, the jailer, suggested an expe
dient which was quickly put in practice. On measuring the 
jail liberties, he found, that by stretching the chain, he could 
include within them a small portion of. the adjoining burying
ground. A grave was then commenced just outside the grave
yard fence, and just within the jail-yard limits. As the exca
vation advanced, it was directed obliquely under the fence, 
until a sufficient depth and obliquity had been obtained. These 
preparations having been completed, the jailer in company 
with a few individuals entered, in the silence of midnight, the 
cell where the putrescent mass was lying, placed it in a rough, 
box-like coffin, drew it on the ground to the spot selected for in
terment, and consigned to its last resting-place all that remained 
of the once noted Chandler. Thus was he buried within the jail 
limits, and yet, by a very pardonable evasion of law, beneath 
the consecrated soil of ''the old Westminster churchyard."* 

By another strange perversion of legal principles, at this 

• This atory ia related, in a dilferent form, by the Ilon. Daniel P. Thompeon, 
in that moet entertaining American historical novel, entitled "The Rangers; or, 
The Tory'a Daughter," i. 99. 

The author of thia work baa oft.en heard tl)e airoumat.AD.oet oonneoted with dl.e 
burial of Judge Chandler detailed by the old people who reaide in the vicinity 
of the place where the event occurred. An account of the incident waa pu'J>. 
liahed on the 9th of February, 1866, in the Vermont Republican, a neWPpaper 
printed at Brattleborough. The article in whieh it appeared, entitled " MoN 
about Weatminster," wu nr.t printed ln &DOther Vennont newapaper, dl.e v ... 
gennes Independent. The writer of the article illustrated the euperetil.ioua -riewa 
of the early settlers of Vermont by a more singular but 1-credible story, which ia 
here given in hia own words:-" There once obtained a custom, whether warranted 
by law thia deponent saith not of holding even the dead body of a debtor liable 
to arreat. It ia said that a case oocurred in the town of Dammeraton, within the 
memory of some now living, where a dead body was arrested on ita way to the 
grave, and detained till some of the friends • backed the writ,' and thua became 
aurety for the debtor's appearance at court. As the return day of the writ wu 
iome time off, the deCendant wu in no condition to appear, and eonaequently 
'lurched hia bail' I muat coaf- thia sonnda rather apocryphal The cue of 
poor Sheridan, who was arrested while in the agoniea of death, ia familiar to 
enry literary man, but the arrest of a corpse seems too monatroua to 'be be
lieved. Such an event, if it has ooourred, would well deaerve to be called ao 
arreat on-(IIMIIle) procea" 
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early period, certain people were led to believe, that whoever 
should marry a widow, whQ was adminis~atrix upon the estate 
of her deceased· husband, and should through her come in pos
aeasion of anything that. bad b~n purohased by the deceased 
husband, would become administrator in his own wrong, and 
render himself liable to answer for the goods .and estate of his 1 
predecessor. '.Ole method adopted to avoid this difficulty, in 
the marriage of Aaa Averill of W estminater to his second 
wife, the widow of Major Peter Lovejoy, was very singular. 
By the aide of the chimney in the widow's house was a recess 
of ~onaiderable size. Across this a blanket was stretched in 
such a manner as to form a small inclosure. Into this Mrs. 
Lovejoy passed with her attendants, who completely disrobed 
her, and threw her clothes int:ll the room. She then thrust her 

. hand through a small aperture purposely made in the blanket. 
The proffered member was clasped by Mr. Averill, and in this 
position he was married to the nude widow on the other side 
of the woollen curtain. He then produced a complete assort
ment of wedding attire which was slipped into the recess. The 
new Mrs. A~erill soon after appeared in full dress, ready to 
receive the congratulations of the company, and join in their 
hearty rustic festivities. The marriage proved a happy one, 
their children b)!: their former partners living in great har
mony, not only with each other but with those also who were 
afterwards born to the new pair.* 

Of the aboriginal inhabitants of that part of Vermont which 
borders the banb of the Connecticut, very little is known. The 
Iroquois Indians, whose hunting-ground comprehended the 
whole of the western portion of the state, seldom extended 
their wanderings across the mountains, and have left but few 
vestiges of their presence, even in the places which were most 
frequented by them. The country in the neighborhood of Lu
nenburgh and Newbury, and on the side of the river opposite 
to the latter place, was called by the Indiana, " Coos," which 
word, in the Abenaqui language, is said to signify "The 
Pines." At these localities, and at other points on the upper 
Connecticut, formerly resided a branch of the Abenaqui tribe. 
On the 8th of May, 1725, occurred a memorable fight at the 
lower village of Pigwacket, New Hampshire, which resulted 

• MS. Letter of the Hon. William C. Bradley, dated March 16th, lSll'l 
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in the defeat, by Capt. John Lovewell and thirty-four men, of 
a large Indian force, commanded by the chiefs Paugus and 
Wahwa. After this event the "Ooossucks," as the Indiana 
were called who inhabited the Coos country, deserted their 
abodes, and removing to Canada became identified there with 
the tribe at St. Francis. Subsequent to the reduction of Ca
nada by the English, in 1760, several Indian families returned 
to Coos, and remained there until they became extinct. • 

The .extent of the Indian settlements at Newbury has never 
been fully ascertained. The character of the country was such 
as would naturally snit the taste of those who depended upon 
hunting and fishing for support, for the woods were filled with 
bears, moose, deer, and game, while the Connecticut abounded 
in salmon, and the brooks were alive with trout. Of the evi
dences of savage life which have been found in this vicinity, 
the following account by a citizent of N ewbnry may be relied 
on as correct. " On the high ground, east of the mouth of 
Cow Meadow brook, and south of the three large projecting 
rocks, were found many indications of an old and extensive 
Indian settlement. There were many domestic implements. 
Among the rest were a stone mortar and pestle. The pestle I 
have seen. Heads of arrows, large quantities of ashes, and the 
ground burnt over to a great extent, are some of the marks of 
a long residence there. The burnt ground and ashes were still 
visible the last time the place was ploughed. On the meadow, 
forty or fifty rods below, near the rocks in the river, was evi
dently a burying-ground. The remains of many of the sons of 
the torest are there deposited. Bones have frequently been 
turned up by the plough. That they were buried in the sitting 
posture, peculiar to the Indians, has been ascertained. When 
the first settlers came here, the remains of a fort were still visi
ble on the Ox Bow, a dozen or twenty rods from the east end 
of Moses Johnson's lower garden, on the south side of the lane. 
The size of the fort was plain to be seen. Trees about as large 
as a man's thigh, were growing in the circumference of the old 

• An aooount of a few of the Indiana who inhabited the Cooe country, ~ 
the latter part of the last and the earlier portion of the present century, ia giTC 
in the" Historical Sketohea of the Cooe country~ by the Rev. Grua~ PoYen, pp. 
1'18-189. CoiiBnlt alao Thompeon'e Vermont, Part II .. pp. 205, 20&. 

t David JohniiOD, Esq., & liOn or the worthy Col. Thomu JohDIIOD, whOIM' name 
hu already appeared in theee pagee. The extract ginn in the ten ill taken 
from Powera'a Cooe Country, pp. 89, 40. 
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fort. A profusion of white flint-stones and heads of arrows 
may yet be seen scattered over the gronnd."* 

The picture writing of the Indians, which is to be seen in 
two localities in Eastern Vermont, affords satisfactory evidence 
of the fact, that certain tribes were accustomed to frequent the 
Connecticut and the streams connected with it, even though 
they were not actual residents of the pleasant banks within 
which those waters are confined. At the foot of Bellows Falls, 
and on the west side of the channel of the Connecticut, are 
situated two rocks, on which are inscribed :figures, the meaning 
of which it is difficult 
to determine. The lar
ger rock presents a 
group of variously or
namented heads. The 

. surface which these 
heads occupy is about 
six feet in height and 
:fifteen feet in breadth. 
Prominent among the 
rest is the :figure occu

Indian 8CIIlptiiJ'eiL 

pying nearly a central position in the group. From its bead, 
which is supported by a neck and shoulders, six rays or feather~~ 
extend, which may be regarded as emblems of excellence or 
power. Four of the other heads are adorned each with a pair 
of similar projections. 
On a separate rock, 
situated a short dis
tance from the main 
gronp, a single head 
is sculptured, which is 
:finished with rays or 
feathers, and was pro
bably intended to de-
signate an Indian IDCUaD lloalptuft. 

chief. The length of 
the head, exclusive of the rays, is fourteen inches, and its 
breadth across the forehead in its widest part is ten inches. 
These sculpturings seem to have been intended to commemo
rate some event in which a chief and a number of his 

• Thia account wu publiahed iD the year 1840. 
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tribe performed some noted exploit, or met with some sad 
disaster. The former supposition is undoubtedly the more cor
rect. It is well known that the Indians were usually careful to 
conceal the traces of their misfortunes, and eager to publish 
the evidence of their successes. 

The rocks are situated about eight rods south of the bridge 
for common travel, across the Falls. That on which the group 
is pictured is, during much of the time, under water. The 
other, which is further from the river, is not so much affected 
by the wash of the stream. Whenev~ a freshet occurs, both 

are covered. An 
idea of the locali
ty of these sculp
turings may be 
obtained from the 
accompanying 
engraving. The 
view presented is 
from a point be
tween the two not
ed rocks, which 
are respectively 
designated by the 
letters A and B. 
A train on the 
Sullivan Railroad 
is seen passing up 
on the other side 
of the river. In 

the back-ground rise the mountains of New Hampshire.* 
On the south bank of the Wantastiquet or West river, in the 

• In his "Travela through the Northern Parta of the United States, in the 
Yeal'B 180'1 and 1808," Edward Augustus Kendall, Esq., referred to the eeulpturel 
at Bellows Falla, and endeavored by them to prove that the charaet.ers on the 
rook at Dighton, Mauaehue¥ta (or "the Writing Rock on Taunton River,'' as be 
designated it), were inscribed by the Indians. A few extracts from his work will 
show the pompous style in which he .treated the aubject. After deacribing Bel· 
lowe Falla, then often called the Great Falla, he proceeded to his argument, in theae 
words:-

" The entire baain of the cataract ia of coarae granite, fraetured into large m~~~~~~e~. 
On the IIUIOOth and inclined face of one of theae maaae~~, aituate on the aoutb eide 
of the bridge, and on the we~~t side of the river, are the aculpturea. Theae have 
a comparative inaigniilcance when placed beside the Writing Rock on Taunton 
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tOwn of Brattlebon:mgh, is situated the "Indian Rock." Its 
location is about one hundred rods west of the point of junction . 
of the Wantastiquet and Connecticut rivers. It lies low, and 

RiTer. They eonaiet in outlinea of a variety of head&, 10me of which are human, 
and eome belonging to auimala. Uulike the ICUlpturee of the Writing Rock, they 
are parta of no connected work, but are scattered over the face of the rock, in the 
moet el'en and eligl"ble places. 

"It ia to theee ~eulpturee, then, that I appeal, u to conclDiin evidenee of the 
Indian origin of the Writing Rook. They are too rude, too inaigniieaut, and too 
evidently without depth of meaning to be attributed to Phmnieiana or Carth• 
giniaDL No person will carry European vanity ao Car u to eontend that there u 
uytbing here above the level of the Indian geniua. But, if Indiana were the 
au&hora of theee aculpturea, then Indiana were the authors of the Writing Rock 
aleo. The Ayle of the drawing u the same ; the style of ICUlpture ia the same; 
aud it ia for thia reason that I add nothlug now, to what I have already ad· 
nneed, in regard to theee particulan. .All that requiree any apeeial notice u 
thil, that the rock at the Great Falla, which is of an exoeediugly coa1'8e granite, 
mast have been wrought wi'h still more difficulty than the rock on Ta1Ulton 
Rinr ...••.• Theee eoulpturee, ao obviolllly the work of idle houra, and for the 
11011ompliahment of which the rudest arti8t, once provided with· a tool, must be 
allowed to be competent, supply na with the fact, that the Indiana were able to 
.alpture roob, t~Dd that when they did ICulptare them, the IOillpture ~bled 
the ~eulpture of the Writing Roelt. 

" In more than one of the heads aoulptured at the Great Falla, we see au ~ 
aimilitude to the heada eoulptnred on the Writing Rock, and particularly in the 
elrcumstauee1, that a single dot or hollow ie made to· llll"Ve both Cot n01e and 
JDODth ; that no ears are given to the human he&da ; and that the Ol'O'W'lll of the 
heads are bare ••••••. Thus, we a110ertaiu that in the aoulpturee observed upon 
the Writing Rock, there ia the stricteA similitude, in workmanship and drawing, 
to thoee obeerved upon the rocks at the Great Falla •••••.. Th1111, all queationa 
ll'e IUJB'Wered, a:oept tb01e that regard the nature of the tool by tbe edge of which 
the rocb have been wrought upon, and the oeoaai0111 11p0n which the igurea 
han been wrought. 

" With reepeot to the nature of the tool, every difficulty would be diamilled by 
mppoaing tba' the eoulptnree Wel'e not wrought till after the introduetion of iron 
by the Europeans: but, there appears to be good reuon for thinking them more 
IDCient, and we lhall, therefore, in all probability, be eompelled to believe, that 
the tool waa of no better material tbaa atone. 

" One only queetion remaina, upon which I lha1l venture to huar4 any remark, 
ud thil reapec~ the oeoaaiona upon whieh rocka have been aoulptnred by the 
lndiaD& . 

" In the irat place, it ie ma~ of notoriety that the Indiana have always pur-
• med the practice of representing, by delineation, carving, and, u we are now 

entitled to add, by 110nlptnre, th01e object. and th01e even~ eonoerning which 
they either wiahed to make some instant communication, or to preeerve some 
durable monument ••..••• In the eeoond place, there ean be little reason to 
doubt, that they 10metimea a:eroiaed their akill, in all the arts now mentioned, 
for the mel'e purpoeea of putime; and, in thie view, it appears 1UlDeoessary to 
admit the doctrine, advanced by some peraona in the neighborhood of the Great 
Falls, in regard to the eoulpturea there diaplayed, namely, that the heads wrought 
upon the rocke are the heada of men, women, children, and animala that have 
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during a part of the year is covered with water, or with saud 
and dirt, the deposit of the river. On :first examining this 

rock, the fig
ures on the up· 

. per part of it 
were alone visi
ble. J nst be
low them, the 
rock was cover
ed with earth 
to the depth of 
six inches. The 
earth was re
moved, until a 

"IDdlall Boot." surface measur-
ing ten feet in 

width, and eight feet in height, was exposed. At the point 
where the workmen ceased digging, the rock was covered with 
three feet of earth. The whole surface of the rock, was, upon 
closer scrutiny, found to be covered with inscriptions. Among 
these the date 1755 was to be distinguished. The two figures 
in the upper corner of the engraving, and on a line with one 
another, are each about eight inches in height, and six inches 
across, measuring from the extremities of the lateral append· 
ages. Of the ten figures here presented, six are supposed to 
designate birds, two bear a resemblance to snakes, one is not 
unlike a dog or a wolf, and one conveys no idea either of bird, 
beast, or reptile. The chiselling of these sculptures is deeper 
and more easily traced than that of the sculptures at Bellows 

been drowned in the aataraet-the Indiana being used to commemorate by sculp
tures particular catastrophes of this kind. We may object to this, fti'Bt, that there 
ie no reaaon to believe in the occurrence of 110 many fatal aooidente at this 'POt. 
as the number of heads must in 11111b ease attest; eeoondly, that the sculptures on 
these rooks are disposed with no 110lemnity or order, but are saattered in the most 
aareless manner; and, thirdly, that it ie highly probable that they were the work 
of idle hours spent among these rooks, at a place 110 favourable for fishing u the 
foot of a aataract, and therefore 110 much a place of reeort. 

" In this view, the sculptured rooks at the Great Falls will be a monument only 
of this, the ancient existence of a neighbouring population, and the ancient fi•h 
eries pursued here; while the Writing Rock, also found in a situation favonrabl~o 
for fishing, wm be regarded, from the variety which it contains, and the appa. 
rent combinations and relations of parte which it betrays, u an elaborate monu· 
ment of some transaction of which no other trace remains to elucidate this impt"r
fect iconography."-iii. 2015, 206, 20'i, 209-218. 
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Falls. Iconographic skill may detect the meaning of these 
configurations. The impression, which one nnused to the 
study of hieroglyphics receives from an examination of them, 
is that they are the work of the Indians, and that they were 
carved by them merely for amnsement, while watching at this 
spot for game, or while resting after the toils of the chase.* 

Snch are the most important ltlemorials of the Indians which 

• " On W eat River, a little above ita mouth, are a few Indian 1enlpturee, the 
lalt that I ahall have to introduce to the reader'• notice. • A number of figures 
or inacriptiona are yet to be aeen upon the rocb at the mouth of this river, aeem
ing to allude to the a1Fairl of war among the Indiana; but their ruden- and 
awkwardn- denote that the formen of them were at a great remove from the 
lmowledge of any alphabet.' By this aooount, written by a native topographer, 
and derived from a Hiatory of Vermont, my curiolity wu long raised; but, upon 
'fiaiting the rock intended to be referred to, I found only the moat inaignificaut 
of all the Indian ~enlpturea that I had met with. The historian, Dr. Williama, 
with whom I had afterwardl the pleuure of convening, and whoae book diaco
ven a apirit of inquiry, and containa many original vieWB, infonned me, that u 
to the aculpturee on West River, he had ruhly relied on the oblervationa of other 
eyee than hie own. 

" These 1C!Ulpturea comprile only five figurel of a diminutive lise, and acratched, 
rather than acnlptured, on the IDrface of a IDlall m&lll of achiatio rook, situate on 
the Bide of a cove in a meadow, above the mouth of the river. 01 the five figures, 
four represent birda, and one ia either that of a dog or of a wolf. I wu infonned 
that on a lower part of the rock adjacent, there wu a aculptured llllllke, 10 e:s:qui
llitely wrought u to have terrified, by ita resemblance to nature, an honeet coun
tryman of the neighbourhood. The water, however, wu at thia time low, and 
neither myaelf, nor the gentleman who did me the Cavour to accompany me, wu 
able to diacover any snake; and, on cloaer inquiry, no 10rt of foundation could 
be found eve~ for the .tory itlelf. . 

"The W eat River rook a1forda ua, therefore, nothing, or ne:s:t to nothing, in any 
view aave one ; and this is, the e:s:ample of a diapoaition in the Indi&DI to ICulp
ture roob, and to aculpture them even for amuaement. The cove, which, it may 
be believed, wu anciently overrun with wild rice (IUGAta ~), hal alwaya 
been a celebrated reaort of wild ducb. It il at thia day a favourite place for 
lhcoting them ; and we may believe that the Indiana were accuatomed to apend 
many houra here watching either for water-fowl or for fiah. Hence, the aculp
turee, both at the Great Faile and on W eat River, are to be attn"buted to the 
whim of vacant momenta."-Kendall'a Travela, iii 219, 220, 221. 

In the work from which the above e:s:tractl are taken, Mr. Kendall givea a 
very particular deacription of certain figures, aaid to be cut by the Indiana on the 
trunk of a pine tree in Weatherafield. These carvinga, aooording to Mr. Kendall, 
were designed to commemorate the birth of a child, whoae mother wu taken 
priaoner at the buruing of Deerfield in the year 1'104. The foundation of thia 
incorrect statement ia, doubt!-, the atonea atill etanding on the north bank of 
Knapp'• brook, in the town of Reading, which were erected to commemorate the 
birth of Captive Johnaon, which event tcok place on the Slat of Auguat, 1'164. 
All inquiries concerning thia monumental tree have proved fruitl-. The oldeat 
inhabitant. of Weatherafield have never known of ita existence. It ia probable, 
therefore, that Mr. Kendall's accurate deecription of the nppearance and foJ"m of 
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are to be found in Eastem Vermont. Regarded as specimens 
of the rude and nncnltivated attempts of a now decaying race 
to expresa their ideas, h~wever unimportant those ideas may 
have been, they eannot but be viewed with mingled emotions 
of curiosity and respect. 

the carriDp "'rit.h w!Wsh he Jau r.c1omecl it;, ,.. due either to aa impoation pne
tieed upon him, or to hia fondn- for mftbical oonoepUoDI.-Keadall'• TraTela. 
iii. 107-lllO, ill. AMo _,., pp. 86, K. 
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BIOGRAPIDCAL CHAPrER. 

STEPHEN BOW BRADLEY. 

THE brothers Bradley, six or seven in number, came to this 
country from England about the year 1650, having previously 
served among Cromwell's Ironshh.•s, in which corps William 

3~ 
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Bradley, the first settler of North Haven, Connecticut, and one 
of the brothel"B, was an officer.* Stephen Bradley, another of 
the brothel"B, became a resident of New Haven, where he labored 
at his calling, which was that of a silversmith. On the beha
vior of the Protector's troops when disbanded, Macaulay has 
passed the highest encomium. "Fifty thousand men, accustomed 
to the profession of arms, were at <'nce thrown on the world: 
and experience seemed to warrant the belief that this change 
would prodnce lJDuch misery and crime, that the discharged 
veterans would be seen begging in every street, or that they 
would be driven by hunger to pillage. But no such result fol
lowed. In a few months there remained not a trace indicating 
that the most formidable army in the world had just been 
absorbed into the mass of the community. The Royalists them
selves confessed that, in every department of honest industry, 
the discarded warriors prospered beyond other men, that none 
was charged with any theft or robbery, that none was heard to 
ask an alms, and that, if a baker, a mason, or a waggoner attract
ed notice by his diligence and sobriety, he was in all probability 
one of Oliver's old soldiers." Wholly consonant with this de
scription of the SC&I'l"ed and war-worn veterans of the Protectorate 
was the conduct of the Bradleys. 

Moses Bradley of Cheshire, Connecticut, the second so~ of 
Stephen, married .Maty Row, only daughter and heiress of 
Daniel Row of Mount Carmel, now Hamden. Their son, 
Stephen Row Bradley,t the subject of this notice, was hom in 
that part of Wallingford which is now comprised in the town 
of Cheshire, on the 20th of February, 1754. Having entered 
Yale College, he was graduated at that institution a Bachelor 
of Arts on the 26th of July, 1175. Thre4' years later, on the 9th 
of September, 1778, he received from his Alma Mater the 
degree of M. A. Of his early tastes, some idea may be formed 
from the fact, that, while a student in college, he prepared an 
almanac for the year 1776, an edition of which, numbering two 

• "The !Jolt seWer in North Haven appe.ra to have been William Bradley, who 
bad been an other in Cromw4ll'e armJ. Be lived here IOOil after the year 1660, . 
on the land belonging to Govemor Eaton, who owned a large t.ot on the ws 
aide of the [Wallingford or Quinnipiac] river."-Barber'a Conn. Hilt. Coil, p. 241. 

t Whenever Mr. Bradley wrote his name at full length, which wu but eeldom, 
he, until put middle lite, put it down "Stephen Row Bradley.• It wueo spelt 
in the record of hia baptism in Wallingford, and aleo on tbe title-page of an alma
nac which he publilhed in 1'7'111. "Rowe" and "Roe" are the other lonm in 
which the middle name aometimea appeara. 
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thousand copies, was published by Ebenezer Watson of Hartford, 
printer, on the 1st of November, 1774. 

Soon after graduating he entered the American service, and 
as early as the 4th of January, 1776, was captain of a company 
called the "Cheshire Volunteers." Doring that month he was 
ordered to march his men to New York, and his pay rolls, which 
were preatmted to Congress on the 26th of June, 1776, show 
that he and his company were employed in the continental ser
vice from January 25th to February 25th of that .year. It 
would appear that he soon after relinquished ·the captaincy of 

·this company. On the 1:7th of Deoember, 1776, with the rank 
of adjutant, he was appointed to the stations of vendue master 
and quarter master. He afterwards served as aid-de-camp to 
General David Wooster, and was engaged in that capacity 
when that noble officer fell mortally wounded on the 27th of 
April, 1777, during the attack on Danbury. In 1778 Bradley 
was employed as a commi888ry, and during the summer of 1779 
served as a major at New Haven. The time which he could 
spare from military avocations was occupied in more peaceful 
pursuits. It appears from a letter written by Richard Sill, 
dated January 27th, 1778, that Bradley was at that time teach
ing a school at Cheshire. His law studies, in the meantime, 
were directed by Tapping Reeve, afterwards the founder of the 
Litchfield law school. The precise date of his removal to V er
mont is not known. It is probable that even after his removal 
.he not unfrequently visited Connecticut, until he resigned his 
place in the militia of that state. 

His first appearance in public, in Vermont, was at an ad
journed session of the Superior court, held at Westminster on the 
26th of :May, 1779. On this occasion he was commiaaioned as an 
attorney-at-law, and received a license to plead at the bar within 
that "independent" state. At the same time he was appoint
ed clerk of the court. His knowledge of the law and the ability 
which he displayed in the practice of his profession, J'&ised him 
at once to a high position in the estimation of the community. 
On the 16th of June, 1780, he was made state's attorney for the 
eounty of Cumberland. At this period the controversy respect-

. ing the title of the New Hampshire Grants was attracting the 
attention, not only of the states which laid claim to that district, 
but of Congress. "Having popular manners, and a keen in
eight into society, he became a prominent political leader, and 
exercised a large influence in laying the foundation of the state 
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of Vermont, then the Texas of this country. Ethan Allen, Ira 
Allen, Seth Warner, and Thomas Chittenden, all from Connec
ticut, being the Anstine and Honstons of its early history." On 
the 24th of September, 1779, Congress, by an act, resolved to 
adjudicate upon the claims of Massachusetts Bay, New Hamp
shire, and New York, on the 1st of February, 1780. To Mr. 
Bradley was assigned the task of presenting, for the considera
tion of Congress, the views held by Vermont on this imponant 
question. 

With but little knowledge, at the time, of the extent of the 
subject, the young lawyer commenced his investigations, and 
in less than two months, had completed a faithful and well
written account of the state of the controversy. This was read 
before the Council of Vermont, at Arlington, on the lOth of 
December, 1779, and, having been approved of by them, was 
ordered to be published. It appeared early in the year 1780, 
under the title of "Vermont's Appeal to the Candid and 
Impartial World," and aided essentially in supporting the 
claims of Vermont to a separate and independent government. 
It was written with vigor, and did not want those flowers of 
rhetoric which adorn, and, not nnfrequently, strengthen argu
ment. Few copies of this production are now extant, but 
among those pamphlets written at this period upon the con~ 
versy, "Vermont's Appeal" stands pre-eminent, not only on 
account of the force with which it is composed, but also by 
reason of the manner in which the topics of which it treats are 
presented. It was laid before Congress early in February, 
1780, by its author, who had been previoll8ly selected to advo
cate the claims of Vermont at Philadelphia. Copies of the 
publication were also presented to many of the members, but 
no opportunity was granted to Mr. Bradley to appear in person 
before a committee of Congress, in consequence of the post
ponement of the consideration of the controversy question. In 
the month of September following, Mr. Bradley again visited 
Philadelphia, as a commissioner in behalf of Vermont. At the 
end of two weeks, he and his colleague, Ira Allen, became con
vinced that Congress were- determined to decide upon the con
troversy without considering Vermont as a party, and deemed 
it their duty to withdraw. Before. leaving, they presented a 
remonstrance to Congress, dated the 22d of September, 1780, 
in which they set forth their views with reference to the co1U116 

which had been adopted towards Vermont, and deprecated the 

Digitized byGoogle 



APPOmTED TO V ARlO US OP'I'IOES. 597 

policy which would divide that state between New Hampshire 
and New York, or annex it to the latter. 

Owing to his thorough acquaintance wit:p. the views enter
tained by a majority of the people of Vermont, on the merits 
of the controversy question, the counsels of Mr. Bradley were 
highly esteemed and readily. followed, on all occasions. An 
examination of his papers affords conclusive evidence, that at 
this period, and for many years after, he was, in many respects, 
the ablest man in the state. Nor did his qualifications for mili
tary service escape the observation of the citizens of his adopted 
state. By commission, dated August 27th, 1781, he was ap
pointed a lieutenant in the first regiment of the Vermont militia, 
and on the 15th of October, in the same year, was raised to the 
rank of colonel. During the troubles which disturbed the 
peace of the southern part of Windham connty, Colonel Brad
ley was indefatigable in his endeavors to restore order, and sel
dom failed to accomplish his purpose. The resignation of his 
colonelcy was accepted on the 2d of March, 1787, and for four 
years he does not appear to have engaged at all in military 
avocations. · A curious letter, written to him by William Page, 
of Charlestown, New Hampshire, dated May 1st, 1789, is still 
preserved, in which some allusions are made to the measures 
which were adopted to subdue the supporters of New York 
residing at Guilford, and in that neighborhood. " Yon doubt
less remember," the writer observed, " of once calling on me 
fOr a sword. Yon then was in pursuit of honor and cash. I 
think you desired to cut, slay, and destroy the Yorkers. Hav
ing accomplished all this, and having not only changed your 
manner and mode of attack, but your weapon also, yon will 
please send to me the sword by the bearer, for, as all other 
weapons fail me, it is time to take the sword." The military 
career of Colonel Bradley did not, however, end here, for he 
was appointed 'brigadier general of the ·eighth brigade of the 
militia of the state, by a commiBBion dated January 26th, 1791. 

Of the offices held by Mr. Bradley, the following list embraces 
a partial account. In 1782, he was a select man of W estmin
ster, and served as clerk of that town frotn October 6th, 1787, 
to October 9th, 1788. He was register of probate for Windham 
county from December, 1781, to March, 1791, and, on the 21st 
of February, 1783, was appointed a judge of the court of the 
county, in the place of Samuel Fletcher, who had refused to 
serve. From October, 1788, to October, 1789, he sat as a side--
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judge in the Sopl'ellle court of the state, and was admitted to 
practice in the Circuit court of the United States on the 12th 
of May, 1798. He represented the town of Westminster in the 
ABSembly of the state, at the &e~~~ions in 1780, 1781, 1784, 1786, 
1788, 1790, and 1800, and was elected speaker of the House at 
the seetion in 1785. He was a member of the &tate constitu
tional convention in 1791, and was elected to the Council in 
September, 17~. When, in the year 1789, it became evident 
that Vermont would soon be admitted into the Union as a sepa..
rate state, commiSBioners were appoi.ntAtd on the 28d of October, 
for the purpose of ascertaining and establishing the line betweea 
New York and Vermont. Of the number was Mr. Bradley. 
In addition to the civil and military appointments with which 
he was honored, he also received marks of esteem from Dart
mouth and Middlebury colleges. The honorary degrees of 
M.A. and LL.D. were conferred upon him by the former insti
tution. He was appointed a fellow of Middlebury college in 
the act incorporating that seminary of learning, passed on the 
1st of November, 1800, and held that position until the time 
of his death. 

After the completion of the Federal Union by the admission 
of Vermont in 1791, Moses Robinson and Stephen R. Bradley 
were, on the 17th of October, in that year, chosen the first 
United States senators from that state. The former took hia 
seat on the 31st of the same month ; the latter on the 7th of 
November following. On drawing lots for the purpose of de
tennining ·to which of the three classes each belonged, Mr. 
Bradley drew first, and fell to " the class whose seats would 
be vacated at the expiration of four years from March, 1791." 
Mr. Robinson drew the longest term, and, of course, fell to the 
class whose seats were to be vacated in six ye8l'B from March, 
1791. Elij~ Paine was chosen to succeed Mr. Bradley in 
1795. At the·expiration of Mr. Paine's term in 1801, he was 
elected for another six years, but having declined the position, 
Mr. Bradley was elected to fill the vacancy, which was a term 
of six years from the 4th of March, 1801. During the greater 
part of the seBBion of 1802-3, he filled with dignity the position 
of president, pro tempore,. of the Senate. On the 4th of March, 
1807, he commenced another term of six years as senator, and 
in 1808 was again elected temporary president Qf the distin
guished body to which he belonged. 

In politics, Mr. Bradley was a Republican of the school of 
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Jefferson, from whom he received many marks of personal 
esteem. Desirous of securing a demouatic succession in the 
presidency of the Un~ Sta.teJ, Mr. Bradley endeavored to 
consummate the nomination of Madison at the close of J effer
son's second term. For this purpose, he issued a call for a cau
cus, of which the following is a copy :-

"Sm: 
" In pursuance of the powers vested in me, as president of 

the late convention of republican members of both houses of 
congress, I deem it expedient, for the purpose of nominating 
suitable and proper characters for president and vice-president 
of the United States at the next presidential election, to call a 
convention of said republican members, to meet at the senate
chamber on Saturday, the 23d inst., at six o'clock P.M., at 
which time and place your personal attendance is requested, to 
aid the meeting with your influence, information, and talents. 

" Dated at Washington, 
"19th January, 1808." 

"s. R. BRADLEY. 

This circular, so mandatory in style, was indignantly de
nounced by many, as a usurpation of power. A large portion 
of the members refused to attend, unwilling, as was remarked, 
" to countenance, by their presence, the midnight i~ of 
any set of men who may arrogate to themselves the right 
(which belongs only to the people) _of aelecting proper pel'80DB 
to fill the important offices of president and vice-president:" 
The meeting was attended, however, by ninety-four members 
from both houses. Of this number, only one member was 
f'rom the state of New York. Mr. Madison was nominated with 
apparent unanimity, though Mr. Monroe had been supported 
previous to the caucus by a strong party of men, among whom 
were some who were unfriendly to the policy of J e:fferson. 

The war of 1812, which was, in the main, a demo~ratic mea
sure, was not supported by all the members of that party. 
President Madison, it was supposed, was persuaded to engage 
in it, only in order to secure a second election. Randolph 
"openly and strenuously opposed it from the beginning to the 
end," and Mr. Bradley, who was at that time the ablest demo
cratic senator from New England, " earnestly counselll:ld Madi
son against it." So dissatisfied di~ Mr. Bradley become with 
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the national policy of this period, that, on the 4th of 1rfareh, 
1818, at the close of his congreesionallabol"8, he withdrew al~ 
gether from public life, determined, since he W88 unable to 
prevent a needless war, not to continue in any position, where 
he would be subjected to the calumnies and odium of a majority 
from whom he dissented. 

In a previous chapter* may be found an account of a trial 
which took place at Westminster, on the 27th of May, 1779. 
On this occasion, Noah Smith filled the office of state's attorney, 
and Mr. Bradley acted 88 counsel for the defendants. In the 
midst of the trial, Ethan Allen appeared in court, accoutred in 
military dress, 88 has been detailed in the account referred to. 
After Smith had finished his argument, in the COUl'IJe of which 
he had made several quotations ftom Blackstone's Commenta
ries, Allen, who thougltt that the state's attorney W88 manifest
ing too great leniency towards some of the prisonel"8, arose, and 
told the jury that, in the observations he was about to make, he 
should not deal in quibbles. Then, turning to Smith, he said:
" I would have the young gentleman to know, that with my 
logic and reasoning, from the eternal fitness of things, I can 
upset his blackstones, his whitestones, his gravestones, and his 
brimstones." Here he was interrupted by the chief-justice, 
Moses Robinson, ani was gravely informed that it was not 
allowable for him to appear iu a civil court with his sword by 
his side. Upon this, Allen, nettled by the interruption, unslung 
his weapon, and bringing it down on the bar table with a force 
which made the house ring, exclaimed, 

4 'l!'or forma of government, let loola conteat; 
Whate'er ia beet adminiater'd, ia belt." 

Having delivered himself in this style, he was about to resume 
his remarks, when, observing that the judges were whispering 
together, he listened for a moment, and then cried out :-" I 
said that fools might contest for forms of government-not your 
Honours I not your Honours I" It is presumed that the apology 
was satisfactory, for Allen was penuitted to finish his address, 
as previously narrated, after which the trial proceeded without 
further check. 

On retiring from public life,' Mr. Bradley returned to West· 
minster, where he resided until the year 1818. He then re-

• See _, pp. us, au. 
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moved to the neigh boring village or Walpole, New Hampshire, 
''where he lived in ease, independence, and honour, until he 
took his willing, and not painful deparature, with the cheerful 
expressio:a -of a mind at peace with itself, with the world, and 
witll heaven." His death occurred on the evening of Thurs
day, December 9th, 1830. 

In his "Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1797, 
Dr. John Andrew Graham has referred to Mr. Bradley, as he 
then knew him, in these words :-"Mr. Bradley is a lawyer of 
distinguished abilities, and a good orator~ He has held some of 
the most important offices of the sta~, and was late a senator 
in Congress. Few men have more companionable talents, a 
greater share of social cheerfulness, a more inexhaustible flow 
of wit, or a larger portion of unaffected urbanity." The Ron. 
S. G. Goodrich, known the world ov.er as " Peter P~ley," who, 
in the year 1818, married the daughter of Mr. Bradley, has, in 
his late work entitled " Recollections of a Lifetime," noted 
some of the prominent characteristics of the influential sena
tor. "He was distinguished for political sf!.gacity, a ready wit, 
boundless stores of anecdote, a l~ge acquaintance with man
kind, and an extensive range of historical knowledge. His 
conversation was exceedingly attractive, being always illus
trated by pertinent ·anecdotes and apt historical references. IIis 
developments ·af the interior machinery of parties, during the 
times of WashingtQn, Jefferson, and Madison; his portraitures 
of the political leaders of these interestiqg eras in Qur history 
-all freely communicated at a period when he had retired 
from the active arena of politics, and now looked back upon 
them with the feelings of a philosopher-were in the highest 
degree interesting and instructive." 

His son, the Ron. William 0. Bradley, wbo was born on the 
23d of March, 1782, still survives, at Westminster, in a green 
old age. He has filled many stations of honQr in the service of 
his country, and while on the floor of Congress enjoyed, in a 
peculiar manner, the personal and political esteem of Henry 
Clay and other distingnished statesmen. The assistance which 
Mr. Bradley has on all occasions most cheerfully afforded, in 
the preparation of this work, has contributed materially to its 
correctness, and has enabled the author to present many facts 
which otherwise would have remained unrecorded.* 

• Macaulay's Hilt. Eog., vol i. chap. ii HoRister's Hist. Conn., ii. 628. Bel-
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PAUL BBIGJLU(. 

Dmmm the revolution
~_ / ~ ,r.l/. ~ try war, this gentleman 
~ /7 VI served 88 a captain, and 

wa& stationed, a part of 
the time, at Coventry, 

Conneetient. Alter his removal to Vermont, he attained to the 
rank of a major-general of militia. He waa highly :reepected 
by all who knew him, and discharged the duties of the varioos 
offices which he was called to fill to the satisfaction· of his con
stituents and with honor to himself. By the citizens of Norwich, 
the town in which he resided, he was esteemed for those traits 
of character which mark the jnst man and the kind neighbor. 
He was an assistant justice of the court of Windsor county from 
1783 to 1786, and from 1790 to 1795 ; and was chief justice of 
the same in 1801. He held the office of judge of probate in 
1800; and was high sheriff of the county from 1787 to 1789. 
He represented the inhabitants of Norwich in the General A. 
sembly during the sessions of 1783, 1786, and 1791; was a 
member of the Council from 1792 to 1796 ; and sat in the state 
constitntional conventions of 1793, 1814, and 1822 as the dele
gate f'rom Norwich. Having been elected lieutenant-governor 
of the state in 1796, he was from that time annually returned to 
the same office, the years 1813 and 1814 excepted, until 1820, 
when, "admonished by the infirmities of age," he refused longer 
to be a candidate for that station. While serving in this capa-
city, the gubernatorial chair was occupied at different times by 
Thomas Chittenden, Isaac Tichenor~ Israel Smith, and Jonas 
Galusha. From Dartmouth college he received the honorary 
degree or M.A., in 1806. His death occurred at Norwich on 
the 15th of July, 1824, in the 79th year of his age.* 
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CREAN BRUSH. 

• 

TnE subject of this notice was born in Dublin, Ireland, about 
the year 1725, and was educated to the profession of the law. 
While at home, he bore some military commission, as the style 
of dress indicated by his portrait-which is still extant, and 
which was painted before he removed to this country--evinces. 
Of his military rank, except that he was familiarly called "Colo
nel," and of the time and occasion of his service, nothing is 
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known. At the age of thirty or thirty-one, he married a Miss 
Cushing, a resident of the city where he dwelt. By her he had 
one child, Elizabeth Martha, who was born probably in the year 
17 58. The mother did not long 8lll'Vive the birth of her daughter, 
and Mr. Brush being left a widower, placed the little infant in 
the care of some of his relatives, and came to America a short 
time previous to, or during, the year 1762. Having settled in 
New York city, he there married Margaret Montuzan, a widow 
lady, and by her former marriage the mother of a daughter 
named Frances.* He early obtab;».ed employment in the office 
of the secretary of the province of New York, and for several 
years held the post of assistant under the deputy secretary, 
Goldsbrow Banyar. In the year 1764, on the 27th of January,. 
he received from Lieut.-Gov. Cadwallader Colden a license to 
practise as an attorney at law, " in aU his Majesty's Courts of 
Record," within the province. It is probable that his law part
ner was John Kelly, an Irishman of ability and standing. :Mr. 
Brush removed to Westminster during the year 1771, and on 
the 25th of February, 1772, was appointed clerk of Cumberland 
county,t vice John Chandler, removed. He was made surro
gate of the county on the 14th of the following April, and at 
the same time, he and two others received a commission to ad
minister oaths to all officers, both civil and military, within their 
~urisdiction.~ 

On becoming a residel).t of Westminster, Mr. Brush was 
feasted by the inhabitants from house to house. The display 
which he affected in his dress, contrasted strongly with the 
-simple garb of the villagers, and for some time pomp and pa-

• There is a tradition ihat Brush Will not legally married to his aeoond wife. 
The story goes, that she, in her maiden days, had been much admired by Bruah, 
who had paid her his addr-, but without eucceea. She married, in preference, 
a colonel iJf the British service, who Will the Cather of her child Francee. He ,... 
Jcilled in the old French war, or in 110me of the battles immediately eubsequent to 
the year 1766. The widow and the widower having met, they agreed to lin 
together 111 husband and wife, and did eo, but the connection was not lawfully 
established. Resort wae had to this alliance in order that Mrs. Brush might be 
enabled to draw the pelllion due her as the widow of an officer, whiah right ehe 
forfeited "in the event of a second marriage. 

t He resigned the clerkship on the 7th of March, 1774, and was aueceeded by 
Samuel Gale, who married the d&ughter of Samuel Welle of Brattleborough. In 
the Connecticut Courant of April I Oth, 17'76, is the liat of the members of the last 
Colonial Aaembly of New York. The name of Brush is given with th- re
marb :-"A. native of Ireland, practiaing the law in Cumberland county, who 
eold the clerkship of the county to Judge Wells's eon-in-law." 

t Thi1 commission was renewed on the 18th of February, 1'17'-
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rade availed to conceal the defects of character. But as vul
garity of mind became apparent, and novelty of appearance 
ceased to attract attention, Mr. Brush found, in spite of his 
boasted attainments as a man of large information, and his pre
tensions to gentility, that his only friends were a few high
toned and arrogant loyalists. Notwithstanding the prevalence 
of such sentiments as these in the minds of the people of West
minster, Mr. Brush wielded an extensive political influence in 
the county, on account of his intimate connection with many 
of the principal government officers. The house in which he 
lived was situated north of the meeting-house, and was the only 
building in the town whose four sides faced the cardinal points. 

· It was originally built for the Rev. :Mr. Goodell, supposed to be 
the first minister of the town. It was subseqaently owned by 
a citizen of Walpole, New Hampshire, who sold it to :Mr. 
Brush. In later years it became the residence of Dr. Elkanah 
Day. One of the reasons which induced Mr. Brush to settle in 
this quiet village, was the opportunity which was thereby 
afforded him, to sell his lands, which were scattered throughout 
the northern parts of New York and the interior portions of the 
New Hampshire Grants, and included many broad acres along 
the banks of the Connecticut, in the town and neighborhood of 
Westminster. He also hoped to rise in political distinction, an 
end which he could not accomplish among the learned and 
aristocratic in the more southern towns of New York. His 
business, on account of his knowledge of legal forms, was mul
tifarious, and to assist him in it, he kept a clerk, Abraham 
:Mills by name, who, as far as disagreeable traits of character 
were concerned, was a copy in miniature of his master. 

In answer to a petition signed by the inhabitants of Cumber
land county, permission was given them by the Governor and 
Council of New York, to elect two representatives to the Gene
ral Assembly of that province. The order confirming this per
mission was promulged on the 23d of December, 1772, and at 
an election subseqnep.tly held, Samuel Wells of Brattleborough 
and Crean Brush of Westminster were returned as representa
tiV'es. On the 2d of February, 1773, they presented their cre
dentials to the General Assembly, and were admitted to seats 
"at the table" of legislation. Brush although in a great mea
sure devoid of principle, possessed many of the quali1ications 
essential to the character of a successful partizan politician, and 
he soon became noted for his advocacy of all ministerial mea-
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sores, and for his hatred of every attempt at reform. Fluency 
of speech and a spirited style of oratory, enabled him to give 
expression to his opinioDS in a manner which attracted atten
tion. By these me&ll8 he obtained an in1ioence, which he never 
failed to exert in behalf of his party. In the controversy be
tween New Hampshire and New York respecting the New 
Hampshire Grants, he evinced a deep interest, and was well 
prepared by knowledge obtained while in the office of the se
cretary of state to present the question in an accurate .and reli
able form. 

In answer to a petition from Col. John ::Mallll8ell and others, 
"interested in lands to the westward of Connecticut river," 
praying that the General Assembly would adopt measures to 
prevent " the success of the solicitations and interposition of 
the government of New Hampshire, in prejudice of the 101cient 
limits" of New York, the Hoose on the 17th of Febntary, 
1773, having resolved itself into a "grand committee on griev
ances,"· declared that the eastern limits of the colony, both by 
the royal grants to the Duke of York and by the ordel'8 in 
privy council of July 20th, 1764, were the western banks of 
Connecticut river. For the purpose of presenting the subject 
in a tangible form, they appointed Col. Philip Schuyler, John 
De N oyellis, and Crean Brosh a committee to draft a represen
tation of the rights of the colony of New York to the lands in 
question. This representation, when agreed to by the House, 
was to be transmitted to the agent of the colony, to enable him 
to maintain the claim at the court of Great Britain. On Satur
day, the 6th of :March following, Mr. Brush gave in the report 
of the committee, which was ada.pted on Monday the Stb, and 
entered on the joumals. It was entitled" A state of the right 
of the colony of New York, with respect to its eastern boDDd
ary on Connecticut river, so far as concet"Ds the late encroach
ments under the government of New Hampshire." 

This document was subsequently printed in the form of a 
folio pamphlet, and, with others of a similar character, was 
placed in the hands of all the leading men engaged in the con
troversy. It was prepared mainly by the Hon. James Duane, 
and presented an able argum!!nt in support of the rights of 
New York. Although it had been hoped that the rea&oBB 

brought forward in the representation would have a tendency 
to restrain the people residing on the " Grants," who favored 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire, from indulging in acts of 
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violence against the settlem under New York, yet evils of this 
natllJ'e seemed rather to increase than diminish. On the 1st 
of February, 1774, Benjamin Hough, a magistrate by appoint
ment from New York, pTeSeDted a petition to the General .As
•mbly of-the province, asking, in behalf of himself and othem, 
to be protected from the "outrageous cruelty" of the " Ben
Bington mob." The subject was considered in " the grand 
committee on grievances," and a report therefrom was pre
MOted to the Hou.se on the 5th, by Mr. Brosh, in behalf of the 
chainnan, Mr. Clinton, recommending that body to request the 
Governor to issue his proclamation, offering a reward of £50 
each for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and seven of his 
compatriots, and counselling the House to bring in a bill to 
-suppress" riotous and disorderly proceedings." Mr. Brosh and 
Colonel Ten Broeck were appointed to prepare the bill, and on 
the 9th the result of their labom was laid before the house, and 
was soo:n after p81!8ed into a law. The Governor's proclamation 
was issued on the 9th of March, and a reward of £100 each 
was offered for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and Remember 
Baker, and of £60 each for the apprehension of six of the other 
ringleaders. 

The influence which Mr Brush possessed in the Honse was 
neither feeble nor unfrequently exercised. On the night of the 
29th of December, 1773, the mansion of Governor Tryon was 
destroyed by :fire. This -calamity was referred to by the Go
vernor, in his speech to the Assembly, on the 12th of January, 
177 4. A few days later a motion was offered by Mr. Brush, 
in these words : " I move that the Honse do resolve, that 
there be allowed unto his Excellency the Governor, the sum of 
£6,000, as a token of the deep concern of this House for the 
damage he 808tained by the late dreadful fire, towards a com
pensation, in some measure, of his great losses ; and as a pub
lic testimonial of that high respect and esteem they bear to his 
person and family." This proposition elicited much debate, 
and, though strenuoll8ly opposed, was passed by a majority of 
two, fourteen membe111 voting for and twelve against it. Soon 
after these occurrences, the Governor made k:no'\\"11 his inten
tion of departing for England. The announcement was pub
lished to the house on ihe 8th of March, and Me881'8. Wilkins, 
Jauncey, and Brush were appointed to draft an address to his 
Excellency, " expressing the high sense they entertain of the 
great and extensive benefit derived to the colony from the up-
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rightness, jnetice, and impartiality of ·his administration; the 
deep concern they feel on his departure ; their ardent desire of 
his speedy return; their affectionate wishes for the welfare and 
happiness of his Excellency and his family ; and their firm 
reliance that he will represent to their most gracious Sove
reign, the unshaken loyalty of this his faithful colony, and their 
steady and zealone attadunent to his sacred person and govern
ment." With true Irish spirit, Mr. Brush in the address which 
he drew, embodied in the most fulsome language the ideas 
contained in the above resolution, and on the 20th of March 
the eulogistic document was placed in the hands of the man who 
afterwards became not&rions, as the sacker of peaceful villages, 
and the mUrderer of unoffending women and helpless children. 

Bitterly opposed to every measure designed to introduce a 
more faithful administration of the government, Mr. Brush now 
. directed his efforts to stem the torrent which was soon to break 
down the bairiers ·of tyrannical oppresSion. On the 23d of 
February, 1715, he delivered a set-speech against the proposi
tion of Mr. Thomas, to elect delegates to the second Continen
tal Congress.· . Being charged " with nsing · expi-esSions which 
threw indecent reflections both on the conduct of the gentle
men of the opposition and On the proceedings of the last Con
grei!s," Mr. Brush caused his speech to. be ·printed and pub
lished, that the public might be able to form an opinion as to 
the justice' of the charges. He was answered by Messrs. Clin
ton and Schuyler, who; with Colonel Woodhull, were the lead
ing patriots in the house. The debate was significant of the 
spirit of the times, and served to show how widely at variance 
were the opinions of those who, as representatives of the peo
ple, were assembled to legislate for the welfare of the colony. 
On the same day, Mr. Brush presented the report of the com
mittee, who, in pursuance of Mr. De Lancey's motion, made on 
the 31st of January, had been appointed "to prepare a state 
of the grievances" of the colony. On the 9th of March, he 
was chosen, with Colonel Seaman and Mr. Gale, to prepare the 
draft of a memorial to the House of Lords. The report, which 
he presented on the 16th, as chairman of the committee, was 
subjected to many alterations and amendments. With the 
other memorials which had been prepared for the King and 
the Commons, it was adopted on the 25th. These addresses 
were in every respect, " tame, ridiculons, and very loyal," but 
the House was ruled by a Tory majority, who strove in every 
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way to adopt such me88ures, as would be most likely to ad
vance the intereem of their own party, and it W88 by their 
votes that every vigorous eft'ort of the minority W88 em88cu
lated, and made to do service in behalf of oppression. 

Mr. Brush's name appears with prominence on one other 
occasion, in the records of the Oolonial Assembly. As soon 88 
the news of the" Westminster Massacre" reached New York, the 
messengers who had brought the information were examined, 
and their depositions were laid before Lieut.-Gov. Colden. His 
message, delivered on the 28d of March, recommended imme
diate action. The subject W88 brought up for consideration on 
the 80th. Ever ready to gain power by a bold act, Mr. Brush 
moved that the sum of £1,000 be· " granted to his Majesty to 
be applied to enable the inhabitants of the county of Cumber. 
land to reinstate and maintain the due administration of justice 
in the said county, and for the suppression of riots therein." 
The motion prevailed in this form, and the tre88urer of the 
colonv W88 ordered to disblll"86 the amount named, on warranta 
issued by die proper authorities. With .the adjournment of 
the Assembly on the 8d of April, ended Mr. Brush's career 88 
a legislator. His ability as an orat~r W88 acknowledged even 
by his foes, and his speeches were generally prepared with care 
and skill. As a writer, he is referred to in Trumbull's MacFin~ 
gal, in the following verses :-

" Bad I the Poet'• bruen luup. 
Al10und-board to hia hundred tongu-, 
I could not half the aeribblen muter 
That swarmed round Rivington in cluter; 
Allemblie1, councilmen, fOl'IIOOth ; 
BI'Uib, Cooper, Willd01, Chandler, Booth ; 
Yet all their arguments and ~ap'enee 
You did not value at three half.penee. ._ 

During the summer which followed the commencement of 
hostilities in the colonies, Mr. Brush probably remained in the 
city of New York, working 88 best he might for the good of the 
King. In the fall he repaired to Boston, then occupied by the 
British, and offered his services to General Gage. These were 
accepted, and he W88 soon after engaged in an employment 
which gave him a temporary power, which he did not fail to 

• American Arohive1, Fourth Seri-, l'Ol i. cola. li88, 1290-12114, 1808, 1807, 
11118-1818, 1822. Journala Col All. N. Y. Doc. Hiat. N.Y., iv. 1026. Dun. 
lap's N. Y., i 4110, 461. Trumbull's MaeFingal, Boston ed., 17911, canto i. p. 28. 

39 
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exercise. General Gage, though he favored the occupation of 
New York, "regarded the evacuation of Boston as a measure of 
too mnch danger, and difficulty, and importance," to be taken 
without the sanction of government. Having determined to 
win tel," his army in the latter place, he, in the last of September, 
1775, "commenced preparations to quarter it in the houses of 
the inhabitants." "In consequence of this determination, it was 
neceasary to remove the furniture from the buildings that woold 
be required." This business was entrusted to Crean· Brosh, who 
·was armed with a commission vesting him with authority 
to receive and protect such personal property as should be en
trusted to his care.* 

The issue of this commission was one of the last official aclB 
of General Gage in Boston. Already had he received orders to 
repair to England. In obedience to these orders he sailed on 
the lOth of October, and on the same day General Howe sue-

• The following ia a copy of the OOIDIDielion ref'erred to in the tal: 
"By Hia Exoellenoy The Honorable Thomas Gage, Captain-Gelaeral and ~ 

noMII-Chief in and over Hia Majesty's Province of ~~ · &y, aod 
Vic&-.Admiral of the 11&1118, General and Commander-in-Chief" of all Hie llaj• 
ty'e Forcee in North America, eke., die., die. 

''To. Cut.K Ba1llll, Eaquire :-
" Whereu, there are large quantitiee of Goods, W area, and Merchalldhe, (])&&. 

tlee and Eft'ecte of coDiiderable value left in the Town of Boeton by Pereoae 1t'bo 
have thought proper to depart therefrom, which are lodged in dwelliDg 
Houeee, and in Shops and Storehoul!e!l adjoining to or making pt1o1t of l>YelliDg 
HoDitlll: 

"And Whereu, there ia great reaeon to apprehend, and the Inhabitante han 
ezpreued eome feare concerning the eafety of aueh goods, eepeoially u gl'fJd pan 
of the Houeea will neceeearily be Occupied by Hie Majeety'a Troops and the fol
lowers of the Army, aa Barracks during the Winter Seuon; To quiet the~ fean 
of the Inhabitant.e, and more especially to take all due care for the preeerY&tioo 
of eueh Goode, W area, and Merehandise: I have thought fit and do hereby Autho
rize and appoint you the said Crean Brueh to take and reeeive into your Care, all 
aueh Goods, Chattlee, and Eff'eete ae may be voluntarily delivered into your 
Charge by the ownere of mch Goods, or the Peraon or Pei'IIOIIII whoee care they 
may be left in, on your giving Reeeipte for the same; and you are to take all due 
care thereof, and to deliver said Goods, when called npon, to thoee to whom yoa 
shall have given Receipt. for the same. For all which Servicee you are to Receive 
Ten Shillinge Sterling per Day. Giveu under my Hand and Seal at Head-Quar
tere in Boston the Firet day of October, One Thoueand Seven Hundred and Se,-emy 
Five, in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign or Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
by the Graee of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King; Defender ol 
the Faith, and 110 forth. Taoe. GAU. 

" By hie Exoellency'e Command, 
"SAX. KE~D~L~t. .. 
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ceeded him in the command of the troops. Meantime, Brush, 
although busied among the 

-" parritch-pata &Dd auld aAut-*keta" 

which the good wives of Boston had left behind them, still found 
time to evince hie loyalty in other ways. He, in common with 
the army of General Howe, felt secure in hie present position, 
and was almost certain of the ultimate success of the British 
forces. Owing in part to this confidence, and in part to a desire 
of reducing the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants to 
submission, in which district he owned several thousand acres 
of land, he drew up a memorial in which he offered his services 
to raise a body of men to be employed in the service of the 
King. This memorial was found among his papel'S, when a few 
months later he was taken prisoner. It was addressed to Gene
ral Gage. The intention of its author, doubtless, was to trans
mit it to England, trusting to Gage's influence with the Ministry 
for a favorable answer to the propositions therein advanced. 
The supposition that it ever reached the eyes of him for whom 
it was intended is baseleBB. As to the memorialist, the designs 
by which he had hoped to advance the interests of the Crown, 
and gratify his own avarice and ambition, were defeated by a 
change in his own circumstances which was as humiliating as 
it was unexpected.* 

• For the purpoee of &bowing the loyalty of Mr. Bruah's dispoeition, a copy of 
the memorial ie here annexed:-
.. To His Exeelleney The Honorable Th0111111 Gage, Lieuten&Dt-General of BD 

Majesty's Foroes, dro., dro., &o. 

"Most Respectfally aheweth-

"The memon.I of Crean Bruah of the 
Province of New York, Eaquire, 

" That your Memorialist bath in lt!Veral Civil De
partments sealoUBly exerted himaelf in supporting the Constitution and Authority 
of Parliament over all Hie Majesty's Dominions, but the unwearied llaiduity of 
an artful, ambitious Confederacy having prevailed, and the People pul'lluing the 
Arbitrary Dictates of 110eh Confederates-having ahook oft' their allegiance to the 
beet or-lungs, and their Obedience to La.wful Authority, with Ingratitude unparal
leled bul'llt forth into open Rebellion, making their final Appeal to Arms and rest 
their Fate on the decision of the Sword alone, whereby every Bond of Society ie 
Dieeolved, and all Pei'IIOUII precluded from supporting Hie Majesty's Government 
in a Civil Capacity. 

" Your Memorialist, therefore, to Manifest hia Zeal for Hia Majesty's Pei'IIOn and 
Government, in the present Exigence, bega leave to propose to your Excellency 
that he will forthwith, upon being duly authomed, raise a Body of Volunteel'l!, 
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By the 5th of February, 1776, Mr. Brosh had reeeiTed into 
hie custody a large amount of goode, wares, and merchandize. 
General Howe, although he had ~lved to evacuate Boston, 
was determined to wait "until he had additional transports and 
sufficient provisions for a long voyage ; and also, until a favor-

eouittiDg of not 1- than three Hundred etreetin Men, exclusive at Oflk!era, One 
HanciNd and ifty ol whom to be formed iDto a Independent Oompuy 1Uidw 
h» Commuui, 1111d the reeidue to be diaJIC*Id of at the pl..ure of the Commaud
u-in-Chie( the whole to aerve in Conjunction with Ria Majesty'• other Foree~, 
during the eontinuance of the present Rebellion, upon the IllUDe pay, and Royal 
Bounty, • graated to the new raia'd Royal Fenoible American Regimeat, and 
tm. PropoMl yoar )(emorialiat flatten hlmaelf with a certainty of effecting &.. 
hia Cou.neaUooa &Dd Jo'riendl among the well-diapoaed Inhabitant.. .And after the 
Subduction of the Main Body of Rebel Force, your Memorialiat would further 
hmnbly propose, that au eetabliahment of three Hundred Men, including 1111ch at 
the three HUDciNd Men 110 to be raiBed by him u may then remain, uchlllive ~ 
08lcen, mipi be formed into one Body under hia Command to occupy proper 
PoRI on Conneot;icut River, and open a Line of communication from thence West
ward towardl Lake Champlain, to continue on that Station eo long as the Com
DWideNn-Chief of Ilia Majesty's Foreee shall judge expedient, and then to ba 
Bedueed. And your Memorialiat'a intimate Knowledge of that Ftoatier enables 
him to -re 1our Excellency that such 11111 Eatabliahment in that Country (fR 
remote u it ia frcJm the Seat and .Aid of Govermnent) will become al*llutely 
nec-.ary for the purpose of reducing to Obedience, and bringing to Juatioe, a 
dangerous Gang of Lawle1111 Banditti, who, without the least pretext of Title, have, 
by Violenoe, ~ themaelvea of a large Tract of Interior Territory, bet-.
Connectiout Rivw on the :E.t, and the Waten of Hudi!Ou'a River &ad lAke 
Champlain on the W eat, in open defiance of Government, holding themaeh·• 
ameniable to no Law, but confiding in their own strength, have for many Yean 
committed the moat unheard of Crueltiea, and spread Terror and Destruction 
UOilDd them, without Fear of Puniahment or poa~~oility of Control. u well u to 
form a proper Defence (in conjunction with the well-diapoted Inhabitant.) apilllt 
IIUOh dileoadlied Rebels a1 fleeing from the Main Body o( Ilia :Majsty'a Foreea, 
will have no other Refuge to aeek than this Interior defencel- Country, 1111d who, 
lmning thCIDielvea into Armed Banda, will.Aaeociate with the Needy and Dillo
lute, &Del without Remorse, destroy all diatinotion of Property founded on Law, or 
Subject it to their depredation. The Restoration &Del Protection at Coartll of J
tioe, and of the Civil Magiatrate in the due Execution of his Offioe, on which ill 
dependant the whole Security 1111d Happineea of the Subjeot, ~rm1 the great ulti
mate end of the proposed arrangement. 

"Your .Memorialiat therefore Humbly Preye your BzceUency will 
take the PremiJea into Coaaideration, and if the MeMUre pro
poeed ia favored with your .Approbation that you will be pleased 
to lay the ll&llle before Hie Majesty's !liniaters of State with your 
hoellenoy'a opinion thereon. 

"And Your Memorialiet will Pray. 
"Boston, lOthJanuary, 1776.• 

Frothingham's Siege of Boston, pp. 246, M7, 2411, iK, 2911. :MSS. eDtitled 
"Revolution .Me&~age&," eta., which include a number of papers relative to Bnlb, 
in oftioe Sec. State M-., 1776-1788,pp. 29'1-119. 
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able season should arrive." Under these circumstances, Mr. 
Brosh, anxious to be directed as to the disposal of the property 
in his possession, made application to General Howe, to Brig~r 
dier-General James Robertson, to the Quarter-Master, General, 
and to the Adjutant-General for advice. Robertson alone 
deigned to attend to the subject. At his request, Mr. Brush 
engaged Charles Blasquet, Richard Hill, John Hill, and David 
Cunningham, "under high wages," to devote "their whole time 
and attention " to the business of packing and casing the goods 
he had collected, and of conveying them on board the brigan
tine Elizabeth, then lying in the harbor at Clark's wharf. This 
vessel belonged to Richard Hart of Portsmouth, New Hamp
shire, and had been purchased as a transport.* In the confusion 
incident to the situation of the town, carts .and boats could be 
procured only with the greatest difficulty. Mr. Brush and his 
aids were, on this account, compelled to ship their goods by 
such conveyances as chance afforded, and as the bl'i.gf!.ntine was 
at that time in the charge of three persons only, two of whom 
were boys, and all inexperienced, the packages, which were but 
poorly put together, were worse bestowed. 

At this juncture, Cyrus Baldwin, a Boston merchant who had 
left town through fear of the British, and had retired toW oburn, 
wrote to William Jackson and his brother who still remained in 
Boston, begging them to receive from him a power of attorney, 
and take the charge of his effects. With this request they com
plied, and soon after received from him through his clerk, Mr. 
Shaw, the keys of his store. At the same time, Shaw removed 
to the store of the Jacksons a portion of his employer's goods for 
safer keeping. As it became more and more apparent that the 
British would be compelled to evacuate Boston earlier than they 
had intended, their conduct became more and more insolent. 
Early in the month of March, a number of Tories who had taken 
possession of the house of one Mr. Marsh, which adjoined Bald
win's, came out by the scuttle and broke open Baldwin's house 
through the roof. This act was performed in the dead of night. 
On the following morning William Jackson, having received 
information of what had happened, went to Baldwin's house, and 
upon examination discovered that, although some damage had 
been done, yet that several packages of goods which had been 
stored there, were untouched. He then remonstrated with 

• "'I'bU v~ wu purehued by William Jaobon at the Brar.en Head." Edell'• 
Bolton Gazette, :Monday, .AprilS, 1776. Conneeticut Coanut, .April16, 1'176. 
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those who had been goilty of this burglary, on the "iniquity of 
such doings," but without much effect. On the 9th of March, 
which was Saturday, as he was approaching his storeho118e, he 
found Mr. Brush and a number of his attendants in front of 
Baldwin's place of business, the next to his own. Brosh imme
diately demanded of him the keys of Baldwin's storehouse; de
clared that he had authority to seize his and other people's 
goods; pronounced Baldwin a reb'el; and vowed to break the 
doors through in case peaceable entrance was not given. Being 
unable without aid to make a successful resistance, J acbon 
repaired in haste to General Howe. Meeting one of his aide-de
camp, he informed him of his situation, and in view of the 
power of attorney which he held from Baldwin, asked to be de
fended in his rights. An orderly sergeant was thereupon 
deputed to return with him, with a verbal order that Mr. Brush 
should not molest Baldwin's goods. The sergeant delivered a 
wrong message, and commanded Brush not to disturb the pro
perty of Jackson. Jackson corrected the mistake, but Brnsh 
refused to receive the correction unless it was made in writing 
and by the proper authority. On going the second time to head
quarters, Jackson was unable to see either of the aids-de-camp. 
On his return Mr. Brush arid his men broke open Baldwin's 
storehouse, and having obtained conveyances, removed the 
greater part of its contents to the brigantine Elizabeth. 

Not satisfied with the power with which he had been vested, 
Mr. Brush obtained from General Howe, on the lOth of March, 
private instructions to seize those "goods," which, if retained 
by the rebels, would enable them to carry on the war, and 
" put them on board the Minerva ship, or the brigantine Eliza-
beth." In accordance with these private instructions, General 
Howe, on the same day, which was Sunday, issued a procla
mation which, having been printed in the form of a handbill, 
was posted in the most conspicuous places in Boston, ordering 
the removal of " linen and woollen goods" from the place, and 
declaring that any person who should secrete or retain articles 
of this description would be treated as " a favourer of rebels."* 

• The private instructions, which, with the exception of General Howe'alig
nature, were in Mr. Brnab'a band-writing, were u follo'WII :-

" Sir,-I am iDformed there are large Quantities of Gooda in the ToYD of Boet.on. 
which, if in poeeeeaion of the Rebella, would enable them to Carry on War. And 
Whereu, I have given Notice to all Loyal Iohabitanta to remove auoh Goode from 
hence, and that all who do not remove them, or deliver them to your Care, will 
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No sooner was this proclamation issued, than Mr. Brush began 
his work of plunder. Regardless of the sacred character of the 
day, he broke into the shops of Samuel Austin, John Scollay, 
John Rowe, John Barrett and Sons, Captain Dashwood, and 
Captain Partridge, whence he removed goods to the value of 
several thousands of pounds sterling. · From the shop of the 
Jacksons he also took about twenty-five packages of goods, but 
these were treated with more care, for they were guarded by 
James Jackson as far as the wharf whence they were shipped.* 

Nor did he confine himself to linens and woollens, the articles 
which had been declared contraband. His was an indiscri-

be eoDiidered u abettors of Rebells. You are hereby Authorized and Required 
to take into your Pouessiou all such Goods u answer this description, and to 
give Certi11.cate& to the Owners that you have received them for their tue, and will 
deliver them to the Owners' Order, unavoidable Accident& excepted. And you are 
t.o make enquiry, if any nch Goods be aecreted or left in Store~, and you are to 
Seize alleuch and put them on Boerd the Minerva, Ship, or Brigantine Elizabeth. 

" Given under my hand at Head Quarters, 
"Boston, this tenth Day of March, 1'1'16. 

• "To CBuJr BatlBB, Eequire. • 

"W. Howz, 
"Com• Chi 

· The following is a cop,- of the proolamauon of General Howe, which. in the 
fOrm of a handbill, wu posted in the town of Boston:-

. "By Hie Excellency 
"WILLUll Bows, 

"Major General, &e. &e. &e. 
" Aa Linnen and Woolen Goods are Article& much wanted by the Rebels, and 

would aid and asei&t them in their Rebellion, the Commander-in-Chief expect& 
that all good Subject& will nse their utmost Endeavors to have all nch Articles 
oonvey'd from this Plaoe: Any who have not Opportunity to convey their 
Goods under their own Cve, ma1 deliver them on Boerd the Minerva at Hub
bard's Wharf, to Crean Bnuh, Eeq.; mark'd with their Names, who :will give a 
Certificate of the Delivery, and will oblige himself to return them to the Owners, 
all unavoidable Accident& excepted. 

"If after this Notice any Person seorete& or Keepe in his P--.ion 8Uch Ani-
olea, he will be treated as a Favourer of Hebe!J. 

.. Boston, March loth, 1'1'16." 

MSS. in otll.ee See. State Hue. Frothingham'• Siege of Boeton, pp. 806, 80'7. 
• Some idea of the manner in which the plundering of the town of Boston wu 

conducted, may be gained by a perusal of the annexed inventory, drawn by 
Jame& Jackson, " of eundry package& te.ken by Crean Brwili out of Mr. Cyrus 
Baldwin'utore, Karch 10, 17'16." 

"'1 TrunlDI, 9 Boxes, 9 Cub, 1 Counter, 11 Bales, 1 Bag Pepper, 1 Bag All
spice, 1 Cuk Indigo, 3 Quires small and 1 Quire large Press papere, Sundry Looee 
Ones, 1 Black Walnut Desk, 1 Writing Desk, 1 Pewter Dish, 1 Small organ in the 
chamber, 4 Chairs, 1 Pewter Dish." 
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minate robbery, and everything portable on which he could 
lay his hands, if of value~ was tumbled with the utmost confu
sion into the hold of the brigantine Elizabeth. Ou th next 
day he renewed his depredations with vigor. ' hops w re 
stripped by him of all their good , though the owners were in 
town." Dwelling houses were plundered f their c ut nts, n 
what could not be carried off was destroyed. Mr. Brush after-
wards bore witness to his activity in these words:-' I lemnly 
aver, that from the 5th to the 13th of March, my own 'duity 
was so great that I did not in any one night allow my elf more 
than two hours sleep." For four day , commencing n the 
day on which the last proclamation was dated, the d tructi n 
of private property in Boston was immen e. Those enga!re in 
these scenes cared but little for the order which declared that 
the soldiers who should be " caught plundering" should be 
"hanged on the spot," and were not hindered in their lawl 
work by the rain which fell during the greater part of the time.* 

On the 12th of March, John Hill, one of Mr. Brush' as, · -
ants, wrote to Bt·igadicr-General Robertson for assi tance. He 
stated that his employer and others had laded the Elizabeth 
with " a valuable cargo of rebels' good ;" that one aptain 
Wheaton had a tuned the command, but was incapable of fulfil
ling his trust ; that he had crowded her with twenty p ~ n m, 
" besides seven negroes," among whom there wa not one per
son who could superintend her navigation; that th re were 
neither provisions nor water on board ; that the p en!rel'S 
were in confusion, and the cargo in cha . He forth r de
clared that should the vessel put to sea in her pres nt ate, she 
would undoubtedly be lost, and begged in behalf of Mr. Brush, 
that she might be provided with a :fit rna ter, and four com~ 
tent seamen, and that all " superfluous pet on mi ht be re
moved from her. On the same day, William and Jam J ck
son proceeded to Brigadier-General Robert n quart for 
the purpose of obtaining f1·om Mr. Brush through him a r c ipt 
far the goods of Baldwin. Samuel Au tin and John llay, 
two -Gf the selectmen of Boston, and Captains Partridg and 
Dashwood were already there, endeavoring to obtain informa
tion concerning their property. Mr. Bru h produced manifi ts 
of the goods of these gentlemen, and even furni hed them "th 
receipts, but of the effects of Baldwin he could give no account. 

" Gordon's Hist. of the War, ii. 42-44. Frothingham's Siege of Bonnn, w
S(}'T, 808. 
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Some conversation then ensued relative to Mr. Brush's conduct, 
when Robertson, in order probably to put an end to the com
plaints which had arisen on account of the recklessness· with 
which :Mr. Brush had conducted the seizure of the "rebels'" 
goods, gave orders that the Elizabeth should fall down the har
bor. It had been expected that Boston would be evacuated on 1 
the 15th, but owing to an easterly breeze which rendered exit 
from the harbor unsafe, the departure of the troops was de
layed. The next day was spent by the soldiers in " defacing 
furniture, damaging goods, and breaking open stores." On 
Sunday, March the 17th, the embarkation commenced at an 
early hour, and before night the fleet was harbored in N antas
ket Road. Mr. Brush left in the Elizabeth, and was accompa-
nied by William Jackson, who had detennined to remain with 
his property, to protect it, if he should be able. 

The situation of the Elizabeth was unpromising in the ex
treme. The packages which had been thro'ln in indiscrimi
nately were broken open, and the goods were lying loose in the 
hold from one end of the vessel to the other. Wbeaton, the 
temporary captain, and :Mr. Brush were continually differing, 
each pretending to the command, and no care had been taken 
to lay in a store of provisions. As soon as General Howe 
arrived at Nantasket, Jackson, who was still there, wrote to 
him, informing him of the service he, as "a subject," had done 
" in the detection and discovery of persons concerned in fraudu
lently taking away the property of divers merchants," and 
asked to be appointed to take the charge of the cargo on board 
the Elizabeth, then " under the care of Mr. Brush." By the 
advice of Major Sheriff, Jackson repaired to the ship of Admi
ral Shuldham in King Road, on board of which General Howe 
had his head-quarters. He was there met by Captain Balfour, 
Howe's aid-de-camp, who begged him to return to the brigan
tine, and promised that he would soon follow. Not long after, 
Brigadier-General Robertson and Major Grant, the commandant 
of the 55th regiment, visited the Elizabeth, with a party of men, 
in place of Balfour. To them Jackson made known the situation 
of affairs, and infonned them that the goods of several persons 
which had been taken, were not to be found on the brigantine. 
By their aid a search was instituted, and the lost property, among 
which was that of Mr. Baldwin, was discovered "on board a 
ship called the Peggy." Jackson thereupon agreed to attend 
to the preservation of the cargo of the Elizabeth, and a couple 
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of men were sent to 88Bist him in ita stowage. Large quantities 
of goods were afterwards removed from the Peggy to the Eliza
beth, but the property which was hidden under the wheat and 
fl.our, which formed a part of the cargo of the former vessel, 
was not then discovered. 

On Thursday, the 21st of March, Admiral Shuldham of the 
British fleet, ordered Peter- Ramsay, a midshipman on the 
Chatham, to take the captaincy of the Elizabeth. With him 
were sent sailors, together with a sergeant and twelve privates 
of the 4th, or King's Own Regiment, that the vessel might 
be both navigated and defended. For a few days following, 
the crew were busily engaged in taking in provisions, and 
in making the necessary preparations for the voyage. Ar
rangements having been completed, and a number of women 
and children having been taken on board as p888engers, the 
Elizabeth set sail for Halifax, Nova Scotia, between the hoUl'B 
of three and four, on the afternoon of Friday, the 29th of 
March, under convoy of the British ship-of-war the Niger. On 
Tuesday, the 2d of April, Commodore John Manly in the Han
oock, coming up with the brigantine, which had in the mean 
time parted from her convoy, fired a broadside at her. This 
was returned by a volley of small arms from the sergeant's 
party on board the Elizabeth. At this juncture Capt. Daniel 
Waters in the Lee, and Capt. John Ayres in the Lynch, joined 
the' Commodore. Escape was now impossible. Between the 
hours of four and five in the afternoon the Elizabeth struck her 
colors. Captain Ramsay and all on board were made prison
ers, and the brigantine was floated into Piscataqua river in 
New Hampshire. 

The most important prisoners were on Thursday, the 11th of 
April, brought before the Council of :Massachusetts, then in ses
sion at Watertown, and examined. Mr. Brush did not deny the 
charges which were adduced against him, and even acknow
ledged that he took some articles which were not " woollens or 
linens ;" but " this," said he, " was owing to the owners them
selves, who would not inform me which packages contained 
them." The statements made by Captain Ramsay were strictly 
true. William Jackson declared that he had taken passage in 
the Elizabeth in order to protect his own and Mr. Baldwin's 
property, and that he had never been acquainted with Mr. 
Brush till he met him at General Howe's quarters. Another 
prisoner, one Edward Keighley, stated that he was a passenger 
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in the Elizabeth when she was taken, and that he had on board 
of her a quantity of goods, which it was his design to carry to 
Halifax and " make the best of." He also asserted that there 
were five persons on the Elizabeth who had been imprisoned 
on account of the share they had taken ill plundering the town 
of Boston, and in secreting the booty in the hold of the Peggy. 

On the day following this examination, the ·" major part of 
the Council" directed the keeper of the jail at Boston to take 
into his custody, Crean Brush, William Jackson, Peter Ramsay, 
Edward Keighley, and Richard Newton, " lately taken in their 
flight from Boston, in attempting to carry away from thence, 
under the protection of the British fleet, large quantities of 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, the rightful property of the 
inhabitants" of the town of Boston. The first three · prisoners 
were ordered to be placed " each in an apartment by himself;" 
were denied the use of pen, ink, and paper, and candles ; and 
were not permitted to converse with any person unless in the 
presence of the jailer. Mr. Brush was not only subjected to 
these restrictions, but was also handcuffed. Among the papers 
of Brush was found an unfinished letter, which was published 
in Edes's Boston Gazette a few days after its author had been 
imprisoned, in order, as was stated by the editor in his prefatory 
remarks, " that the good people of these colonies may see the 
unwearied attempts of our iq~placable enemies to enslave them."* 

• Thia letter wu without date or addreM, and wu in these words:-
" Sm: The movement of the troope from Boston to Canada ie the only meuure 

which 688Ul'ell aucceee in the reduction of America to due obedience, which, I 
trust, sir, you will remember to have been an observation of mine to you in Feb
ruary, 1766. From the frontiera of that Province, the troope can, with great 
facility, poaaeaa the interior fertile country, which forma the great object of Rebel 
reaourcea, and, by throwing the diaaft"ected inhabitant& in erowda upon an already 
exhausted and almOBt barren &e~Hloaat, and keeping them confined there, they 
ID1IIIi be reduced by famine without a blow, provided a proper fleet ia stationed 
on the eoaet of the Atlantiok, to haNM them on that quarter, and prevent foreign 
euccoura. The rivera, lakes, and streams, connected with, and oontiguoUII to, the 
River St. Lawrence, must be the ohannela through which thie desirable object is 
to be accompliahed-the River Kennebeck, whose source ia near that of the River 
Chaudiere, emptying into the St. Lawrence River, a few mile& above Quebeck ; 
the Sago River, which separate& the Province of New Hampshire from the Pro
vince of Maine; the River Merrimack, rising about latitude 48°; the River Con· 
necticut, whoee source ia in about latitude 46°, near the Lake De St. Fran~oia, in 
the River St. Lawrence; Hudson's, SUBquehannah, Delaware, and Ohio Rivera, 
with the lakea forming these rivera and atreama illlluing into them. For on the 
banks of theae Jakes, rivers, and etreama, are the fertile Janda ; and the whole set
tlements in the interior parte are chiefly formed on them. You will be pleased, 
lir, to excuse the liberty I have already taken, and indulge me until I lay before 
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A memorial was also found among his papers, addressed to 
Brigadier-General James Robertson. In this, he gave a partial 
account of his doings in Boston, and blamed those of the rebel£ 
who had found fault with his ruffianism. P..eferring to these 
unreasonable grumblers, he said :-"Your memorialist beg~! 
leave to assure your Honor, that he is fully able to pro\·e that 
his conduct towards them was governed with politeness and 
moderation. True it is, that when attempts were made to en
gage his attention in tedious dissertations on Magna Charta and 
the rights of British subjects, with intent to retard him in the 
execution of his office, he did interrupt such harangues, and 
with an irony which inflamed their resentment, complimented 
them on their eloquence, which had in town meetings been so 
successful as to throw all America into confusion." But he 
further asset-ted that remarks like these were always accompa
nied. by the declaration, that he " was upon business" which 
he was " determined to execute without interruption." In 
another memorial intended for General Howe, which seemed 
to be a companion-piece to the above, he employed a similar 
style in his remarks. In one instance only did he turn aside 
from the justification of his own acts, in order to commend to 
favor the four men and their families, who "neglected their 
own concerns to serve government," when he procured their 
assistance in breaking open the shops of Boston. 

yon the method I would punue in taking po!IIMiion of any capital river; whieh, 
it it furniahea a hint which may facilitate the operations on any othel'8, I should 
eateem myaelf very happy. The plan I would lay down relatee only to the River 
Connecticut-Bn object of the greateat consequence, as it forms the granary of 
M11811aehusetta Bay and Connecticut. And I requeat you may believe, that what 
I advance is not founded on mere speculath·e knowledge, founded on maps, but 
from the actual experience of many yean traversing that river, from ita mouth 
to latitude 46•, where I bad an opportunity of thoroughly inspecting ita falls. On 
supposition, therefore, that the body of Regulan on this expedition consists of one 
thouaand five hundred men, the like number of Canadians, and one hundred Indi
ana, with arms and ammunition, and six small field-pieces, the whole to proceed 
tognther f1'0m Quebeck to Lnke De St. Frnn~ois, wit.h nbout one hundred and fifty 
h0111e~. or more, if po,..ible, nnd bireh eanoes sufficient to cnrry such pro,·ieioDB 
11nd light b~gnge ns may be ncces<ary: the distance from the Lake De St. Fran
~ois to the eouree of Oonnecticut River may be about six daJII' march: and iD 
this the whole difficulty consist!. However, the Canadians, who are good ax• 
men, covered by an advanced party and Indian guides, might cut out such fallen 
timber as may lay acro88 the path, and fill up such gulley• with logs and earth 
111 would otherwise obstruct the mnrch of the nrtillery. Immediately on enter
ing the settled townships on (',onnecticut River, a printed paper, to the purport 
or elfeet following, might be distributed."-Edes's Boston Gl!zette, April 16, 
1776. 
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One of these four men, John Hill, had been taken when the 
Elizabeth was captured. On his examination, as no evidence 
was adduced against him, he was dismissed. It was afterwards 
ascertained, in the words of the Council of Massachusetts, that 
when he was first made prisoner, he had on board the brigan
tine, in his posseBBion, " chests, trunks, and packages of goods 
and merchandize, to the value of £300 sterling, supposed to 
have been stolen from the distressed inhabitants of the town of 
Boston ; " and that he had been " an assistant to Crean Brush 
in his late unwarrantable and high-handed thefts and robbe
ries." For these reasons, the Council, on the 25th of April, 
issued an order for his re-arrest. Having been taken at Mar
blehead, he was sent by the committee of correspondence of 
that town to Boston. On the 30th of April, he was again 
brought before the Council, and, having been examined by 
Benjamin Chadbourn, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Sullivan, he was 
sent to " Boston Jail," there to. be confined as a prisoner until 
be should appear before the seven jtlitices of the peace of the 
county of Suffolk, " appointed to try associators and abettors 
of the ministerial army." After remaining in prison for a 
month, Hill, on the 4th of June, petitioned for his release, 
alleging as reasons the dying condition of his wife, and the 
starving state of his mother and daughter. His request was 
probably granted, for it is well known that cruelty was not a 
characteristic of the conduct of the Americans in the war of 
the revolution. 

In a letter to the Council of Massachusetts, dated the lOth 
of J nne, William Jackson, another of the prisoners, asserted 
that he had not been " in any shape concerned with Brush," 
and agreed to prove his words by an appeal to that individual. 
In consequence of this letter, Jackson was again brought before 
the Council, on the 13th, and was re-examined. At the close 
of the interview, he drew up a detailed account of the part 
be had taken in the scenes which had been lately enacted in 

r Boston, in which he represented himself as a succorer of those 
who had BUffered by the vindictiveness of Mr. Brush. In 
proof of his innocence, he presented six certificates from Bos
ton gentlemen. Two of these were signed by John· Scollay 
and Samuel Austin. On the 13th of July following, he was 
Btill in jail, subject to the restrictions which had been placed 
upon him three months previous. When the subject of the 
capture of tbe Elizabeth was discuBSed in Congress, a few 
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months later, the conduct of William Jackson and of his 
brother James was spoken of without reprobation, and in such 
a manner as would lead to the conclusion that the former was 
not at that time in confinement. 

The cargo of the Elizabeth, though varied in its character, 
was very valuable. Its worth was stated by William Jackson 
at £20,000 sterling, and the Boston newspapers raised these 
figures to £85,000 sterling. Regarding the vessel and its lading 
as a lawful prize, the captors expected their full quota of the 
net proceeds. On the other hand, the owners of the brigantine 
and her cargo laid claim to their respective property. Joshua 
Wentworth, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, appeared in 
behalf of the captors, and John Lowell, of Newburyport, Mae
sachusetts, for the claimants. The latter gentleman obtained 
from the office of the secretary of Ma8sachusetts, the papers 
which had been taken from Brush, in order that he might 
prove by them the ownership of the vessel and cargo. Samuel 
Austin, John Rowe, Capt. S. Partridge, Capt. ·Samuel Dash
wood, and John Scollay, the merchants whose stores had been 
most thoroughly plundered, presented a petition to Congress on 
the 21st of May, desiring that particular attention might be 
given to their situation. Wentworth, meantime, fully aware 
of the peculiar difficulties of the case he had undertaken, wrote 
to Stephen Moylan for advice. On the 91st of August, Went
worth, in behalf " as well of the United States of America, u 
of John :Manly, Daniel Waters, and John Ayres, commandera; 
and the officers, marines, and mariners, of the three armed ves
sels, Hancock, Lee, and Lynch," exhibited a libel before Joshua 
Brackett, judge of the court maritime of New Hampshire, 
"against the brigantine Elizabeth, commanded by Peter Ram
say ; and her cargo ; and Richard Hart, of Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire, owner of the said brigantine ; and William 
Jackson and others, of Boston, in the state of Massachusetts
Bay, owners of sundry goods and merchandize on board 
of her." The merits of the case having been set forth by 
counsel, the judge decided that the brigantine and eo much 
of her cargo as was claimed, should be restored to the respec
tive claimants, and that the claimants should recover their legal 
costs of court. 

From this sentence, Wentworth appealed to Congress. His 
appeal was read on the 12th of September, and on the 30th of 
the same month, the Boston sufferers petitioned Congress to 
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hear and determine the appeaL The subject was committed to 
the consideration of Robert Treat Paine, Samuel Huntington, 
Thomas Stone, George Wythe, and Richard Smith, with full 
powers to hear and detenpine. On the 14th of October, they 
gave in their report to Congress, which was agreed to. By it, 
they declared that the Elizabeth, " not being an armed or a 
transport vessel employed in the present war against the United 
States, nor carrying provisions, or other necessaries, to the 
British army or navy, within any of the United colonies," could 
not be forfeited. But they further decided, that the owners of 
the brigantine and cargo-who, probably, "would have lost 
their whole property," had not Manly and his colleagues inter
fered-ought to make a reasonable satisfaction to the re-captors. 
On these grounds, the sentence of the court was found errone
ous, and was ordered £o be "reversed and annulled." In place 
of it, the court maritime was directed to restore the Elizabeth 
and such parts of her cargo as had been previously claimed, to 
the respective claimants, upon their paying to the United 
States and the re-captors, one twelfth part of the value claimed. 
.Aa to the rest of the cargo, it was decided that it should be 
sold, and that the proceeds, "after deducting the like propor
tion and for the same uses," should be retained for the persons 
who should hereafter prove their right to the same. Liberty 
was also given to the appellants, to recover against the claim· 
ants, their costs as well in the court maritime as in the prosecu
tion of their appeal at Philadelphia ; and in this shape the 
cause was sent back, that the sentence of Congress might be 
carried into execution. By a resolution which followed the 
adoption of this report, Congress, as an act of charity, released 
that part of the twelfth, which, in lien of salvage, had been 
adjudged to the United States, and restored it to the owners of 
the goods with which the Elizabeth had been freighted.* 

Meantime Brnsh remained a close prisoner in the jail at 
Boston. His habits, it is stated, were not at this period of the 
most temperate nature, and there is a tradition that he would 
often beguile his leisure hours by an nndue indulgence in 
strong liquors. In the month of January, 1717, his wife ar
rived at Boston, and there remained during the rest of that 

• MS. Revolution Connell Papera, in office Sea. State Maee., 1'/'TIS, 1'1'16, i 8161 

Ml; 1'176, ii ISS, M, 78-96. American Archives, Fourth Series, Yol v. ool& 
17'1, 934, 1068, 1294, 1299, 1701; vol vi col 681. Connecticut Co1ll'BDt, April 
29th, 1776. Journals Am. Congreee, i. 340, t71, IS02, IS07, 616-617. 
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year. By a paragraph in the New York Gazette of August 
25th, 1777, chronicling the arrival in that city of Michael 
Nailer, previou Iy a prisoner at Boston, it appears that Brush 
had been lately tried on three indictments found again t him 
by the grand jury of Massachusetts, on account of his partici· 
pation in the plundering of Boston, and had been "honorably 
acquitted." Whether this Rtatement was true or false one 
thing is certain, that his acquittal did not procure hi release. 
This was effected in a manner far different. On Wednesday 
the 5th of November following, Mrs. Brush, as was her custom, 
visited her husband in his cell, and remained with him everal 
hours. The time for locking up the prisoners for the ni h 
having come, she was requested to terminate her visit. As 
the turnkey stood at the door, waiting for her appearance a 
tall figure in woman's garb passed out of the cell, walked with 
deliberation to the outer door, and disappeared in the dark· 
ne s. The turnkey threw the bolt forward to its place, lit e 
imagining, as was the case, that Mr. Brush had escaped in h · 
wife's clothing, and reported all the prisoners secure for the 
night. On the next morning, when he shoved up the slide 
which closed the loophole through which food was p ~ed DO 

re ponse was given to his summons, and DO hand appear d to 
take the proffered breakfast. Having called several tim 
Mrs. BI"Ush, who was the sole occupant of the cell, at length 
replied, " I am not Mr. Brush's keeper," but refu d to gi e 
any information concerning her husband. 

Immediately on escaping, Mr. Brush set out for New Yor 
having been furnished by his wife with the mean of accom· 
pli bing the journey, and with a horse, which he found tied at 
place she had de ignated. On Sunday, the 16th of November 
he reached the place of his de tination, and th arrival ot' the 
man who for '' upwards of nineteen months" had been ' a pri· 
soner in Boston Gaol," was duly noticed in the ne. day 
zette.* Mr. Brush now directed his efforts to the recovery of 
his property, and especially of his lands on the New Ham~ 
shire Grants. O'ving to his previous acts and character and 
to the hatred towards Tories, which the condition of T ew York 
at that time did not tend to lessen, he made but little pro 
in his endeavors, and became dispirited. Nor did he ucc d 
any better in an attempt which he made to obtain from the 

• New York Gazette, Monday, Kovember l'lth, l'l'l'l. 
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commander of the British forces in that city redress for the 
injuries he" had received, and compensation for the losses he 
had sustained on behalf of the King. Goaded by the scorpion 
whips of remorse; too proud to strive to redeem the errors of 
his past "life by living honorably in the future ; unable to en
dure, longer, 

- "the whips and IOOrDII of time, 
- the law's delay, 

The imolenee of otlioe ;" 

making but little account of the dread responsibility incurred 
by him who cares not that the Everlasting has fixed 

" His canon 'gaiust self-elaughter ;" 

he chose to exchange the miseries of the present for the uncer
tainties of eternity, and to rush uncalled into the presence of 
his Maker. On a cold morning in the following spring, he 
stood alone in his chamber, the shadow of black years behind 
him, and the gloomier darkness of an impenetrable future be
fore. There was little in the room to cheer a soul like his. 
The fire had died on the hearth, and the white ashes and the 
half-consumed brand were fit emblems of the seared heart 
which was sepulchred in his bosom. The frost had gathered 
on the soiled and weather-stained windows, and the light which 
struggled through them seemed to have lost its strength in the 
effort and left nothing but its dimness as, the evidence of its 
presence. The answer which but a few honrs before the Bri
tish commander had made him, when he spoke of his suffer
ings--the answer, "Your conduct merited them, and more," 
was still sounding in his ears. A report, as of fire-arms, drew 
the attention of curious people to the building whence the 
noise proceeded. Mr. Brush was found upon the floor-wel
tering in blood-a pistol in his hand-a bullet-hole in his head
his brains besmearing the walls of the apartment-dead.* 

• A traditional account of this oeeurrence ia, that he cut hit throat with a 
ruor in a lawyer's otlice which he waa accU8tomed to frequent, while the lawyer 
had gone out to get some fuel for the purpose of making a fire. In a Boston 
.-per of that time is recorded the following paragraph, which aupporta the eta~ 
ment of the tat:-

"From New York, we learn that the notorious CREAN BRUSH (who Will 

some Time since released Crom Confinement in this Town) after hia Arrival in that 
40 
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A few months previous to this occurrence, his wife had aaked 
leave of the CollDeil of :M:818&0h.UI8tta to go to RhOde Ialand. 
On the 7th of January, 1'178, her :request waa granted. Liberty 
waa given her to proeeed to Providence, and thence, pl'Ovided 
Major· General Spencer I' should indulge her with a tlafJ," to 
Newport. At the same time the commissary of prl$oners wu 
directed to see that she carried with her no papers or letters 
detrimental to the United Statee. 

By the will of Mr. Brush, which was dated "in Boston 
Gaol," the "Eighteenth Day of October in the year of our 
Lord, 1777, and in the eighteenth year of his Majesty'' Reign," 
his whole property, after the payment of his debts, waa gh·en 
to his wife during her widowhood. In case of her re-marriage, 
she was to receive one-third of the estate, and the remaining 
two-thirds were to be divided equally between his daughter, 
Elizabeth Martha, and bia step-daughter, Francea. On the 
death of Mrs. Brush, her shiU'e was to descend to the first 
named daughter. Provision waa made for other contingencies, 
and in the event of the death of his wife and daughters, his 
whole estate was to be divided between his " sister Rebecca, 
the wife of the Reverend Doctor Clarke of the county of Down 
in the Kingdom of Ireland," and his cousins John Brush, mer
chant and planter, of the island of Tobago, and Richard Brush, 
merchant, of the island of Madeira. Of this will, hia wife -was 
nominated executrix, and his friends Gold6brow Banyar, John 
Church, and Simeon Olcott, executors. It was proved before 
Cary Ludlow, the surrogate of the city and county of New 
York, on the 14th of April, 1778, and at tha same time, Mrs. 
Brush qualified as executrix. Mr. Brush owned, it is supposed, 
about 25,000 acres of land in the province of New York pro
per, and a little leil8 than that amount on the New Hampshire 
Granta, but his heirs were able to obtain poesesaion only of a 
very small portion of this part of his estate.* 

In accordance with the ad vice of Ira Allen, the Council of 
Safety of Vermont appointed oommissionera of sequestration 

LoYAL City, appHed to the ColllliWlder there, for a Colllllderadon ot ~e bAlta 
and, u he told the Story, the many LoMee etc. he met while here, wba he ,. 
celved for Anewer 'Your Conduct merited them, and more,' whiclleo ~ 
him that be retired to hla Chamber, where, with a Piatol, he b.meared the a
with his Braioa."-The Independent Chronicle and Univenal AdY"ertieer, '111~ 
day, May 21, 17'18. 

• Will of Crean Br1111b. 
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on the 28th of July, 1777, and gave them power ''to aeize all 
lands, tenement&, goods and chattels of any person or pel"80D8" 
in the state who had "repaired to the enemy," and to apply 
the revenue arising from the sale of the personal and the leaaing 
of the real property, to the maintenance of the state. lnter
p1'8ting this order with a meaning of which it wu in no way 
suceptible, private individuals seized upon the doomed pro
perty, and appropriated it to their own use. As an instance 
of this euy method of transfer, it will be sufficient to refer to 
the conduct of Leonard Spaulding, of Dummerston, who, on 
the 4th of February, 1718, by Tirtue of the order of confisc. 
tioo, took poueeaion of " Timothy Lovell's wood-fann" in 
Rockingham, the " Governor's meadow" at Westminster, and 
two lots and a barn in the latter place, the property of Crean 
Brush. On the 80th of :March, 1778, he also seized upon the 
"Dawes place" in Putney, which had formerly belonged to 
llr. Brosh.* 

Owing to the eonfnsion incident to the war, and to the forma
tion of V ermoat as a separate government, much of the reve
nue arising from the eetatea of Tories fonnd other channels than 
those which led to the treasury of the state. But with the par
tial restoration of order, the abuses which had obtained in this 
particular we:re not unheeded. By an order of the COuncil, 
dated June 17th, 1778, the estate of Crean Brash was taken 
from the hands of the commisaioners of sequeatration, and was 
given in charge to Nathaniel Robinson and others, with autho
rity to lease it, and pay the proceeds to the state. By another 
order, emanating from the &ame authority, dated June 18th, 
1778, Paul Spooner was appointed a commissioner to receive 
from "John Church, Esqr., of Charlestown and the widow Mary 
Bellows of Walpole," " divers boob and other effecta, formerly 
the property of Crean BrUBh and othera, now with the enemies 
of the United States of America," and to " make due returns 
of his doings" at the next session of the General Assembly, to 
be holden at Windsor on the second ThUJ'Bday of the following 
October. For the purpose of protecting the state from the 
infl.nence of its foes, an act was passed by the General Assem
bly in February, 1779, forbidding the return of all inimical 
pel'80ns, under the penalty of being "whipped on the naked 
back, not more than forty nor less than twenty stripes." Any 

• Vt. Council Record& 
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one who should continue in the state a month, or who should 
again return after a :first conviction, was to auft'er death, and 
the crime of harboring an enemy was made punishable by a 
fine of £500. In a list accompanying this act, containing the 
names of one hundred and twenty-eight persona, to whom ita 
proviaiona were especially applicable, the name of Crean Brosh, 
of W estminater, although he had been dead already a year, 
was included.* 

It ia impossible, at this distance of time, to BBOertain the 
names of thoae who became the owners, by purchase, seizure, 
or otherwise, of the property of this unfortunate loyaliat. The 
following data may not, however, prove uninteresting to persons 
residing in those localities where the old method of designating 
lands ia understood. Of the real estate of Crean Brush situated 
in W estminater, and comprising, among other items, five thou
sand or six thousand acres of land, Stephen R. Bradley pur
chased of Thomas Chandler, commiSBioner, house lot number 
58, on the lOth of September, 1719. The General Assembly 
quit-claimed to William Crook, by a resolution dated October 
22d, 1779, "all right and title to a certain mill place," com- • 
prising about two acres in lot number 8 of the fifth range. 
William Hyde bonght, on the 20th of J nne, 1780, lot number 
6 in the :fifth range of one hundred acre lots. Lot number 2 in 
the fourth range, containing one hundred acres, was purchased 
by Nathan Fisk on the 24th of June, 1780. William Crook 
bought of Thomas Chandler, on the 3d of October, 1780, lotB 
numbers 9 and 10 in the third range of eighty acre lots. The 
library and furniture of Mr. Brush were scattered among the 
households of the neighborhood in which he resided. Books, 
bearing on their :fly leaves biB name, in the round, full auto
graph, which he had acquired while serving in the office of the 
deputy secretary of the province of New York, are still to be 
found in some of the houses which border the Connecticut, and 
the old clock, whoae strokes fell on the ear of the jovial Tory, 
at midnight oftener than at morning, is atill preserved, and con
tinues to mark with accuracy the :fleeting hours, as it has done 
for the last hundred years.t 

Mter her second bereavement, it is not known how long 
Mrs. Brush remained a widow. In 1788 she was the wife of 

• Vermont Oonncil Reoorda. Vt. LaWI, February, 17'19, p. '11. Blade'• Vt. 
State Papere, pp. 366, 366. 

t Varioue MS. Memoranda in ofBce Sec. StateN. Y. 
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Patrick Wall,* and, with her husband, resided in New York 
city. They afterwards removed .to w eetminster, at which 
place she spent the remainder of her life. In the will of Crean 
Brush, hie step-daughter, Frances, is referred to as the wife of 
Captain Buchanan. On the marriage of her mother with Pa
trick Wall, on~third of the estate of her step-father came into 
her possession, by virtue of the will, whose main provisions 
have been already cited. When Mrs. Wall came to reside at 
Westminster, Mrs. Buchanan, then a widow, accompanied her. 
She was a dashing woman, and early attracted the attention of 
the quiet town's-people, to whom a bearing as imperious as that 
which she exhibited was wholly new. During some one of his 
frequent visita to Westminster, Gen. Ethan Allen, at that time a 
widower, formed an acquaintance with Mrs. Buchanan, which 
subsequently ripened into a warm, but, for a time, singularly inter-

• Though a tailor by oooupation, Patrick Wall wu a man of education, kiud 
in diapoeition, courteous in manners, and, 88 John Kelly declared of him, one who 
lmew " a good Ileal of the world" He W88 an Iriehman by birth, hut at the time 
of the revolution, 'Wll8 practising hie craft in Boaton. His situation during a por 
tion of that period may be inferred from the annexed petition:-

"To the Honorable the Council of the State of Maaaachuaettll Bay. 
"The Petition of Patrick Wall of Boaton, Taylor, Humbly aheweth-
" That your Petitioner i.e in very great diatreee, u he cannot find buainese lllf. 

flcient ~ Btlpport himself and family, and having already uhauated hie whole 
Btlbetance for his aubaieteuce hitherto, hath the melancholy prospect of an ap
pt"'OIIhing winter, wherein he moat inevitably suft'er the utmost hardships from 
hie incapacity to procure the common necesaaries of life. 

"That your Petitioner in addition to the calamities which threaten him with 
-edreme poverty and diatrese, hath many months been atB.icted with violent paine 
in hia limbe and for want of proper uerciee fi.nda himself falling into a dropsical 
babit of body. 

"That in order to avoid the gloomy prospect with which he i.e surrounded, 
your petitioner, as the only meana which promieea relief, ia willing and desirous 
of taking a paaaage for New York, being ndviaed that the voyage thither would 
tend towards hie finding '!Deana of getting a ·paaaage home to hie native country, 
and laying his bones amongst those of hie fathers. 

" Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Honours in tender con 
aideration of the pretnises, may be favoursbly pleased to paa11 an order permittiug 
yanr Petitioner to depart with hie family for New York in tbe nut cartel bound 
to that place. 

"Boaton, 29 Sept'r, 1777." 
His request was granted by an order of the Council, and the commluary of 

prieonel'B w88 directed to .uamine all 'the letters, papers, etc., which he and hie 
family might desire to take with them. Subsequent events proved that he did 
not long entertain the idea of " laying hie bones amongst those of hie fathers." 
After hie marriage with the widow Brush, his worldly proapects aleumed a more 
cheerfnl1111pect. At her death, he married Elizabeth Erwin, of Westmiuater, on 
the 7th of January, 1812. 
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mittent friendship. Pleased with the originality of his vie'WI aud 
conversation; flattered at her~ ability to anoeet tile attention 
of a man whom all feared, bat whom few loved; and imagining 
that she should find more sympathy in the companioaship of 
his strong, active nature, than in the society of those by whom 
she was surrounded, Mrs. Bnchulan founci bene~ on eome 
occasions, irresistibly attracted towards him. At other times, 
his rough manners would render him equally repulsive to her. 
Aware of the feelings with which abe regarded. the Gen&
ral, and hoping to induce her to effect an alliance with a 
man whose boundl888 ambition was at all timet apparent, save 
when overshadowed by passions ae violent aa they were unre
buked, John Norton, the tavern keeper at W eetminater, and a 
man of considerable note, said to her one day, in a familiar 
manner, "Fanny, if you marry General Allen, you will be the 
queen of a new state I" " Yes," she replied, turning upon him 
a look which accorded well with her words, "if I shodld marry 
the devil, I would be the queen of hell!" 

The character of Mrs. Buchanan mnst not, however, be judged 
by an expression extorted in a moment of passion. By one who 
knew her well, she is said to have been a fascinating woman; 
endowed with an eaac of manner, which she had acquired from 
intercourse with the polite society of that day, in which she had 
been brought up ; possessed of a refined taste and many accom
plishments ; and, on mbst occasions, soft and gentle in her ways 
and speech. The aversion with which she occasionally regard
ed General Allen, disappeared, at length, in the stronger admiJ.. 
ation which she entertained for him, and she consented to 
become his wife. The circumstances attendant upon their 
marriage, which occurred previous to the year 1784, were novel, 
and fully characteristic of the man who cared but little either 
for "forms of government" or for the social customs of life. 

Soon after the removal of General Stephen R. Bradley to 
Westminster, he erected a convenient dwelling for himself and 
family on the flat, north of the spot where the old Court-house 
formerly stood. During the sessions of the Supreme court, the 
judges usually boarded with him. At this period, Mrs. Wall. 
and her daughter Mrs. Buchanan, occupied rooms in the house, 
and General Allen was a frequent visitor. One morning, while 
General Bradley and the judges were at breakf88t, General 
A.llcn, with his sleigh, horses, and driver, appeared anhe gate, 
and, on coming into the room, was invited to partake. He an-
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$'trered1 that he had breakfasted at Norton's, and would, while 
they were engaged, step into Mrs. Wall's apartments and see 
the ladies. Entering without ceremony, he found Mrs. Bucha
nan in a morning-gown, standing on a chair, and arranging some 
articles on the upper shelves of a china closet. After recogniz
ing her infonnal visitor, Mrs. Buchanan raised up a cracked 
decanter, 1md calling General Allen's attention to it, accompa· 
nied the-exhibition with a playful remark. The General laughed 
at the sally, and after some little chat, said to her, " If we are 
to be married, now is the time, for I am on my way to Arling
ton." "Very well," she replied, descending from the chair, 
" but give me time to put on my Joseph." 

Meanwhile, the judges and their host, having finished their 
breakfast, were smoking their long pipes. While thus engaged 
the couple came in,. and General Allen, walking up to his old 
friend Chief J nstice Moses Robinson, addressed him as follows :
"Judge Robinson, this young woman and myself have concluded 
to marry each other, and to have you perfonn the ceremony." 
" When I" said the Judge, somewhat surprised. " Now I" re
plied Allen. "For myself," he continued, " I have no great 
opinion of such fonnality, and from what I can discover, she 
thinks as little of it as I do. But as a decent respect for·the 
opinions of mankind seems to require it, you will proceed." 
"General," said the Judge, "this is an important matter, and 
have you given it a serious consideration 9" " Certainly," re
plied Allen, " but," glancing at Mrs. Buchanan, " I do not 
think it requires much consideration." The ceremony then pro
ceeded, until the Judge inquired of Ethan whether he promised 
to live with Frances "agreeable to the law of God." "Stop l 
stop l" cried Allen at this point. Then pausing, and looking 
out of the window, the pantheist exclaimed, "The law of God 
as written in the great book of Nature W Yes I Go on I" The 
Judge continued, and when he had finished, the trunk and guitar
case of Mrs. Allen were placed in the sleigh, the parties took 
their leave and were at once driven off to the General's home. 
Thus did the step-daughter of Crean Brush become the wife of 
the man for whose apprehension Governor Tryon, at the insti
gation of Brush, had on the '9th of March, 177 4, offered a reward 
of £100. The children by this marriage were Frances, Hanni
bal, and Ethan. General Allen died on the 12th of February 
1789, and his widow subsequently became the wife of Dr. 
J abez Penniman of Burlington. 
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Elizabeth :Martha, the only child of Crean Brush, was about 
nineteen years old at the time of her father's death. At the age 
of twenty-two, she married Thomas Norman of Droghe4a, Jre. 
land, by whom she had fonr children~ Henry M., Eliza, John 
E., and Forbes. By the will of her father she was heir to one
third part of his estate. Having purchased of Mrs. Penniman and 
of Mrs. Wall their respective thirds, and taken from them quit
claim deeds dnly executed and acknowledged, she became enti
tled to the wholeproperty. In the year 1795 her hnsband, who 
resided with her in Ireland, constituted her his attorney, and 
with this power she soon after came to America, and immedi
ately took measures to recover the property to which she had 
become entitled. At Westminster, where she had :fixed her 
abode, she was afterwards joined by her hnsband, and at that 
place they lived until the time of their removal to Caldwell, at 
the south end of Lake George, where Mr. N onnan died in the 
year 1814. :Mrs. Norman was a lady of fine manners,dignified 
deportment, and was, in every respect, an ornament to her BeL 

She enjoyed in early life the advantages of a good education, 
and never failed to receive that regard and attention to which 
her merits entitled her. 

'fo what extent she succeeded in obtaining possession of tbe 
estate left by her father, is not known. In addition to the lands 
which he had held in New York and Vermont, he had owned 
also farms in Walpole, Westmoreland, Hinsdale, and Winches
ter; but according to John Kelly, :Mrs. Norman's lawyer, she 
was prevented by "the manoouvres of the Burt family of W al· 
pole" from obtaining full possession of her landed property in 
these New Hampshire towns. By a letter from Mr. Kelly to 
Mrs. Norman, dated the 9th of June, 1795, it appears that all 
the lands which Mr. Brush had held in Vermont, under the 
New York title, were at that time deemed, as they afterwards 
proved to be, "irrecoverably lost." :Mr. Kelly also stated that, 
in many instances, the citizens of Vermont had possessed them
selves of Mr. Brush's lands during the war, and had since "held 
them by main force and strength ;" that some of his farms in 
that state had been sold as confiscated ; but that " the resolution 
of the Governor and Council of Vermont, under which they 
were so sold," did not pass until two years after Mr. Brush's 
death. Referring in another place to this resolution, he con
demned it in the plainest terms, declaring " the attempt to con
fiscate a dead man's estate" as an act "superlatively wicked." 
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It is believed that Mr. Brush's property, situated in the state 
of New York proper, was never confiscated. Ev~n if this were 
so, it does not appear that ::Ml8. Norman ever realized her ex
pectations in the estate of her father. When on the 23d of 
April, 1799, the sum of 130,000 which Vermont had paid to 
New York, was divided among the claimants who had held 
lands on the " Grants," under charters from the latter state, 
.Mrs. Norman made application for her portion, but obtained 
t718.60 only, a sum which bore no proportion to tho real value 
of the possessions of. her father in Vermont. The portrait of 
Crean Brush, from which the engraving given at the beginning 
of this sketch is taken, has for many years been preserved in 
the family of Yr. Henry M. Norman, who resides at Caldwell, 
and of whom several of the facts relative to his grandfather, 
previously mentioned, have been obtained.* 

THOHAS CHA.NDLEB. 

AlloliTG those who ~ 
bore an active part ~ 
as pioneers in the . ~~,. 
early settlement of ~ 
Vermont, but few 
endured as many 
hardships, and overcame as many of the difficulties of the wil
derness, as Thomas Chandler. H~ was the son of John Chan
dler; was born at Woodstock, Connecticut, on the 23d of J nly, 
1709 ; and was married to Elizabeth Eliot, on the 23d of No
vember, 1732. At the close of the French war, when many 
of the inhabitants of Massachusetts and Connecticut were tnrn
ing their attention to the rich lands lying between Lake Cham
plain and New Hampshire, Mr. Chandler did not remain unob
servant. It is probable that he resided, during a portion of the 
time between the years 1761 and 1763, at Walpole, New Hamp
shire, for his name is found recorded at that period, as a select
man of that town. In the year 1763, he removed to New Flam
stead, the name by whieh Chester was then known, being 

• 
• Letter ftom Hon. W. C. Bradley, dated February 27th, 1867. Lettere from 

John Kelly to :Mra. :Norman. Doo. Hiet. :N. Y., iv. 1024, 1026. 
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accompanied by his two sons John, and Thoma, Jr.* At a 
meeting of the proprietors of the town, held at W oreelrter, ::Mas
sachusetts, on the 8th of March, in the year lut mentioned, Mr. 
Chandler was cho en moderator. At "a meeting warned to 
be held at the dwelling house of William Warner,' in 
Flamstead, on the 12th of March, 1 '765, he was again cb 
moderator. This was the last meeting held under the ew 
Hampshire charter. For the better protection of the domai 
west of Connecticut river, which had lately been de lar 
within the province of New York, the limits of Albany conn 
were so extended as to include them ; additional justices of the 
pence for this wide-spread bailiwick were appointed; and, on 
the 20th of January, 1'766, Mr. Chandler received a ded"m 
potestatem commission, empowering him to administer oa 
of office. It is probable that he was, at the same time made 
a j nstice of the peace and of the quorum, for at a meeting held 
at Spl'ingfield on the 27th of February, 1 '766 he and others 
were present in that capacity, to appoint constables for anum
ber of the then sparsely settled towns in that region. It appears 
that there was a military organization on the " Grants ' at this 
period, for on the latter occasion, Simon Stevens received the 
commission of a captain in the " eighth company of fdot in there
giment of militia for which Thomas Chandler E quire is Colonel. 

On the 16th of July, 1766, Mr. Chandler was appointed first 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas of Cumberland 
county, a justice of the peace, and surrogate of the coun . 
He also rccei ved a dedimus pote8tatem commission on the dny 
following. For the purpose of' securing the title of the land in 
the town of his residence, he obtained a charter from ~ ew 
York for himself and thirty-six otl1ers, in which the name es
ter was substituted for New Flam.stead. The patent of the 
coupty was issued on the 3d of July, 1'766. The charter f 
Chester was granted on the 14th of July, 1766. Mr. andler 
received his appointments a few days later. The fi t 
meeting under the new charter was held on the first 
in June, 1767. Though the officers were regularly ch n 
this occasion, and on other similar occasions for a num er f 
years following, yet tllCir name were not 1·ecord d until the 

• The Chandler family were settled in CheeJer previoua to tb 26th or 
ber, 17681 for on that day Thomo.s Cheeter Chandler, a grand.jj()Xl of Tbom 
Chandler, Willi born in that town. The birth of this child wa the first th l ook 
plaee in Chester. 
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19th of May~ 1772, when, at a meeting held in the Court house, 
Colonel Chandler was chosen moderator, supervisor, and town 
clerk. The latter office he continued to hold tmtil the 3d of 
March, 17'17. When the county was re-organized by a direct 
act of the Crown, in 1768, he was again chosen on the 'ith of 
April, in that year, to all the positions he had held under the 
old regime. Four years later, on the 14th of April, 1772, he 
was re-appointed to all the offices he had before filled, with the 
exception of the snrrogateship, and the office created by the 
writ of dedimm pote8tatem, as before explained. 

Of the actual opinions entertained by Colonel Chandler at 
the time of the " Westminster Massacre," it is difficult to form 
a correct estimate. He had acted as moderator at many of the 
town meetings which had been held in Chester, during the six 
months previous to this occurrence, and when the conduct of 
Great Britain in oppressing her colonies was under discussion, 
and when the people resolved to "joyn with their Fellow 
American Subjects in opposing in all Lawfull ways, every in
croachment on their N atnral RightB," had shown no opposition 
to the measure. He also declared publicly, a few days before 
the affray, that he believed " it would be for the good of the 
county not to have any court as things were," and evinced a 
conciliatory spirit towards those who favored violent and deci
sive measures. After he had consulted with his associate, 
Judge Sabin, a man who deemed it his duty to uphold the 
laws, let the cost be what it might, it is probable that his viewa 
were changed; for, when asked a ·few hours previous to the 
commencement of the :fight, whether he and Sabin would con
sult with the Whigs as to the expediency of holding the session, 
he replied that the judges were willi~g to give redress in a legal 
manner, but could enter into no discussion as to " whether his 
Majesty's business should be done or not." Sabine, in "The 
American Loyalists," referring to Judge Chandler's behavior 
on this occasion, remarks :-" He appears to have conducted 
with prudence, and to have used his exertions to prevent the 
melancholy consequences which resulted from the unwise pro
ceedings of other adherents of the Crown." Although he was 
afterwards imprisoned in the Court-house, yet his confinement 
did not last but two or three days, and it does not appear that 
he was ever tried, although he gave bonds at the time of his 
release to appear and take his trial at such time as should be 
appointed. 
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Other views have, however, been entertained respecting 
Chandler's real intentions. It was the remark of an old man, 
who in his boyhood had often seen him, that " he was not 
deemed a right honest man, and was supposed by many to have 
forwarded the scrape." In that highly entertaining and instruc
tive novel, called "The Rangers; or the Tory's Daughter," the 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson has also painted the sycophancy of 
Colonel Chandler, in colors which do not increase the brilliancy 
of his reputation. The most plausible aeconnt which can be 
given of his conduct, as derived from a thorough examination 
of the facts, appears to be this. He was a man who, although 
attached to the Crown from which he derived his authority, 
was unwilling that the people, whose welfare he desired e:,-pe
cially to consult, should suffer. He wished, as a loyal officer 
that the court should convene; was willing in his judicial capa
city to listen to the demands of the people ; and announced 
himself ready to assist in removing the grievances of which 
they complained. Being withheld by Judge Sabin-who
fidelity to the King was greater thlm his love for the people
from the course of action to which Views like these would have 
prompted him, he detennined to remain with his associate, and 
bear the indignation of the populace. This be did, there is 
hardly room tO doubt, with all the dignity becoming his sta
tion. He suffered confinement with his friends, and after hi 
release, when popular clamor bad in a measure subsided and 
an opportunity had been given him for reflection, decided in 
favor of those who had detennined to cut loo e from Great 
Britain, and ever after was a zealous supporter of the American 
cause. He ·was often exposed to the opprobrious remarks of 
those who remembered hi;n as associated with the Court party 
during the struggle of the 13th of March, and his connection 
with that side was not unfrequently cited as a reason why he 
could not be a hearty upholder of democratic or republican 
principlE:s. Yet, in the face of prejudice so bitter, and calumny 
so offensive, Colonel Chandler, firmly attached to the cause he 
had espoused, toiled, for a time at least, earnestly and faith
fully in its behalf. 

Owing to ~aus s which cannot now be ascertained, he becam 
impoverished in his old age, and continued so until his death. 
At the session of the Legislature, held in October, 17 · , 
sented a petition to the General Assembly, in which he ex
pressed his willingness to deliver up the whole of his estate to 
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his creditors, in good faith, in order to satisfy the executions 
which had been issued against him, and prayed, in view of his 
" advanced age and infirmities," for the passage of an act by 
which his creditors might be enabled to divide his property 
among them, and he be relieved "from the fears of going into 
a lonesome prison." In answer to this request, he was ordered 
to cite his creditors, and require them to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. His pecuniary embarrassments, 
" brought about" as Mr. Thompson declares, " by a long course 
of secret fraud in selling wild lands to which he had no titles," 
placed him finally entirely at the mercy of his creditors, who 
threw him into jail at Westminster. By a statute law of the 
state, a creditor was at this period bound to provide for the sup
port of an insolvent debtor, whom he had imprisoned for debt, 
in case the debtor should make oath to his utter inability to dis
charge such debt. Maintained by his creditors, Chandler con
tinued in prison during a portion of the spring and summer of 
1785. In the month of J nne, of that year, the General Assem
bly re-considered the petition which he had presented at the 
last session, and passed an act " to enable Thomas Chandler of 
Chester, in the county ·of Windsor, Esqr., who now stands com
mitted a prisoner in the common gaol at Westminster, in the 
county of Windham, to deliver up all his estate, real and per
sonal, to his creditors, ·bona .fide, and to discharge the said 
Thomas from his imprisonment." 

The terms on which his release was to be effected were 
peculiarly stringent, but Providence had determined to relieve 
him, not only from the miseries of a jail but from the vexations 
of his :fleshly prison. The act was passed on the 16th of June, 
1785. On the 20th of the same month he died in the jail at 
Westminster. Owing to a foolish and unnatural belief which 
then prevailed concerning the inhumation of the body of an 
imprisoned debtor, the remains of Judge Chandler were buried 
privately, and without the ceremony of a funeral. In one cor
ner of the " old Westminster churchyard," next to the high
way, was to be seen until within a few years, the stump of a 
tree which marked the locality of his strangely constructed 
grave. Whatever his faults may have been, he deserves to be 
remembered as one of the earliest and most influential of the 
settlers of Eastern Vermont.* 

• Commiaeioll8. Deming's Catalogue, pauim. MS. Lettera. Thompson's Vt., 
Part Ill p. 53. The Rangers; or the Tory's Daughter, i. 99. Journala Gen. Aaa. 
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JoHN, the first son of Thomas Chandler, was bom at Wood
stock, Connecticut, on the 4th of March, 17~, 0.8. (March 
15th, 1787, N.S.), and was married to Elizabeth Painter on the 
4th of May, 1758. He removed with his father to Chester in 
the year 1768, and aided in the early establishment of that 
town. Under a commission from New York, he waa author
ized to administer the necessary oaths to all persons who 
should receive office in Cumberland county. This post he held 
from July 17th, 1766, to April 14th, 17'72. During the same 
period he served as an assistant justice of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas and as a justice of the peace. He also held the 
office ot' county clerk from July 16th, 1766, to February 25th, 
1772, when he was removed for misconduct. Of his future 
career very little is known.* 

THOJU.S CHANDLER JR. 

THE second son 
~ ~ of Thomas Chan-/~~ dler, and who 

· bore the name of 
his father, was 
bom on the 28d 

of September, 1740, O.S., and was married to Sarah Lord on 
the 21st of July, 1763. At an adjourned meeting of the pro
p:rietors of New Flamstead, afterwards Chester, held at W or
caster, Massachusetts, on the 22d of March, 1763, Thomas 
Chandler Jr. was chosen town-clerk. On the 8th of March, 
1764, he was re-elected, and when on the 12th of March, 1765, 

Vt., Oct., 1784, p. 16; June, 1785, pp. 17, 40, 43. Slade's Vt. State Papen, p. 
49i . 

• \n aocouot of the peculiar oiro1llDitanees under, and the manner in whieh the 
burial of Judge Chandler took pl.aee, ia given attU, pp. 688, 684. 

" Council llinutea in office Sec. StateN. Y., 1766-1788, UTi. 228. 
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the proprietors RSSembled for business, at the dwelling-house 
of William Warner in New Flamstead, he was continued in 
the same office for another year. He was again elected town- • 
clerk at the March meeting in lt'tT, and served in that capa
city during the two years succeeding. From July 16th, 1766, 
until March 181Q, 1 "rt·5; the date of the " Westminster Massa
cre," he was an assistant justice of the Inferior court of Com
mon Pleas for Cumberland county amd a justice of the peace. 
Both befQre and after the event alluded to, he endeavored to 
allay the discontent of the people of the county, both by argu
ment and persuasion, but failed to accomplish that end. 

At the first session of the General Assembly of Vermont, in 
March, 17'78, he was chosen secretary of state, and held that 
office until the following October. At the 8ame time he re
ceived the appointment of clerk of the House. In October, 
11"18, he was made speaker, and served in that capacity until 
the middle of the session of 1780. During the yeal'S 1779 and 
neo, he was a member of the Council; fro~ 1778 to 1781, 
and in 1787, represented the town of Chester in the General 
Assembly ; and in the year 1779 was a judge of the Superior 
court. When the estates of the Tories who had left Vermont 
were declared confiscated, he was chosen a commiSBioner of 
sequestration. Although disliked by many on account of a 
prejudice founded upon his former connection with the colonial 
government of New York, and charged with condqct which 
subjected him to the loss of his place as speaker of the House 
in 1780, yet his efforts in the town of Chester were always 
exerted in behalf of the American cause, and his patriotism 
was undoubted. 

Having been reduced to poverty " by a long series of sick
ness in his family," he presented a petition to the Legislature 
of Vermont, dated October 15th, 1792, asking for an act of 
inSQlveney in his behalf. While the New Hampshire Grants 
were subject to the jurisdiction of New York, his position in the 
local government was high, and his influence, although circum
acribed, waa acknowledged. But under the r6gitrM inangurate<l 
by the establishment of Vermont as an independent state, 
he gradQ&lly Bunk into obscurity, and die<l it is supposed, 
although not as mi~rably, yet as much embiUT888Cd as his 
father.* 

• See ;BiogJ"aphi~al Notiee of AZ411.UB W&IGII'I. 
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ELJUliA.H DAY 

w .A.8 a resident or w eetmin
t;) ster,. and in that town and 

~IZL/ throughout the county or 
/ Windham, was known and 

respected as a physician. 
Before Vermont was declared a separate and independent state, 
and while the people on the "Grants" acted in concert with 
the government of New York in the cause of American free. 
dom, he was appointed by the Provincial Congress of New 
York a captain in the detaehment of Rangers which was com
manded by Maj. J oab Hoisington. Having accepted the com
mission, he endeavored to enlist his complement of men, but 
amid the duties and labors of his profession he was unable 
to devote the time necessary to accomplish this object. Con
vinced that he could effect more good as a physician than as a 
soldier, and finding that his patients wer0" totally unwilling" 
that he should discontinue his practice among them, he resigned 
his commission on the 23d of October, 1776. He afterwards held 
the office of high-sheriff of Windham county for several years. 
He appears to have been first elected to that station in 1781, 
and held it until the year 1787.* 

If ~t'fo ~~ _ AxoNG the early inhabitants 
if~,., b'U/~ ~ of Townshend, no person occu-

pied a higher position, or en
joyed a larger share of public confidence than Samuel Fletcher. 
He was born at Grafton, Massachusetts, in the year 1745, and at 
the age of seventeen enlisted as a soldier in the contest which 
was then being waged between the Btitish and French colo
nies. In this service he continued a year. On his return he 

• Joumal :N. Y. Prov. Cong., ii lll(. 
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learned the trade of a blacksmith, which be followed about · 
four years, when he married a daughter of Col John Hazeltine. 
Becoming the recipient of an ample fortune by this connection, 
he laid aside the sledge, and removed to Townshend, there to 
wield the u:e among the trees of the forest. At the com
mencement of the Revolution he joined the American army, 
and in the capacity of orderly~rgeant, was present at the bat
tle of Bunker Hill. By the New Y etk Provincial Congress he 
was appointed a lieutenant in a new company, which was 
formed iu the month of July, 1'775. Elisha Benedict of Al
bany, the captain of the new company, was soon after sent to 
Oumberlaod eounty for the purpose of delivering to :Mr. Flet
cher hie coiDDiission. He there learned that the "orderly" 
was "in the army at Cambridge," Massachusetts. :Mr. Flet
cher's commission was soon after recalled, and the lieutenancy 
intended for him was conferred on another. In the month of 
J annary, 1776, he returned w Townshend, and was immedi
ately made captain of the militia in that town. On the 1st of 
February in the same year, the town committees of safety 
assembled and elected field-officers for the lower regiment in 
Cumberland county, agreeable to the wishes of the New York 
Provincial Congrees. On this occasion :Mr. Fletcher was chosen 
quarter-master, and his nomination was confirmed before the 
end of the month. 

On the 11th of June followinf, a committee of safety for 
Cumberland connty'was formed at Westminster. Mr. Fletcher 
was present as a delegate from Townshend, and took an active 
part in the proceedings. Oomp&Dies of minute men were soon 
after raised, whose superiority resulted from the excellence of 
their drill, and their readiness to march at the beat of drum, 
wherever their services were needed. A company of this 
character was commanded by Captain Fletcher, and when, in 
1777, Ticonderoga was besieged, all his men volunteered to 
march for its relief. On this expedition, with a party of thir
teen, he attacked a British detachment of forty men, killed one 
of them, and took seven prisoners, without sustaining any loss 
himself. In August of the same year he was engaged in the 
battle of Bennington, and often in later years would speak of 
his participation in that struggle. He soon after received a 
major's commission, and continued to serve his country until 
after the defeat of Burgoyne. He was made a brigadier-gene
ral in the militia of Vermont on the 20th of June, 1781, and, 

41 
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having reaohed the grade of major-general, retained ~t posi
tion for six years. 

He represented Townshend in the General Assembly of V er
mont at their first eeeeion, in Karch, 1718, aod enjoyed the 
same honor at the seseion in October of the I&IDe year, and at 
that in February, 1179. During the Bell8ion of the latter year, 
he waa chosen councillor, and held the ofliee by 8Dllual election 
until 1790. He was also eouncillt>r in 1808. He waa appointed 
a judge o( the Supreme court on the 18th of February, 1789, 
but refused to serve. From 1788 until 1806, he held the office 
of high sherift' of Windham county, and during the years 1778, 
1788, 1784, and 1786, waa a judge of the county court. He 
died on the 15th of September, 1814, aged nearly seventy years. 
On the occasion of hie funeral, in connection with some remarb 
eulogistic of his character, made by the late Ron. Charles Phelps, 
of Townshend, a sketch of his life was given by the same gen
tleman, but the observations were extemporaneous, and were 
not preserved. His daughter, who afterwards became the wife 
of :Mr. Ransom, and the mother of the Ron. Epaphroditns Ran
som, late Governor of Michigan, was· the first person born in 
Townshend. She died a few years ago at Kalamazoo, at a very 
advanced age. His eldest daughter, who was formerly the wife 
of the Ron. Samuel Porter, of Dummerston, was living a few 
years ago in Springfield, Vermont, at the age of ninety. His 
only son, Squire H. Fletche~ was also living in 1853 near Buf
falo, New York, wanting but a few more years to place him in 
the octogenarian r1J:Dk. 

Being a man of enterprise, industry, and Bki1l, General 
Fletcher not only filled the various atations to which he was 
appointed with great credit, but found time to engage in pro
jects to increase the wealth and population of the state. By a 
resolution of the General Assembly of Vermont, pasaed on the 
6th of November, 1780, the township of Jamaica was granted 
to him and fifty-three others, on the payment, for each right, 
of £9 lawful money, in silver, or other current fonds. The char
ter waa issued on the day following. It is much to be regretted 
that the MSS. of this excellent man were not preserved. He 
waa a fine writer, and during a portion of his life, kept a full, 
accurate, and daily record of events of public importance, or of 
interest to himself on account of his participation in them. 
These, and other writings, it is supposed, were consigned to the 
care of his son-in-law, Mr. Ransom, who waa the executor of 
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his will, and were probably destroyed ·in the burning of that 
gentleman's house. Among the books lost on that occasion, 
was "a large and elegant old English folio edition of the Bible," 
which Col. John Hazeltine gave to his daughter at the time of 
her marriage, and which General Fletcher bequeathed to his 
daughter, Mrs. Ransom, in· his will. Two memori.ale of the old 
soldier are still preserved. The one is a sword cane which he 
carried through all his campa.igns in the Revolutionary War ; 
the other a watch which he wore during the last twenty years 
of his life. 

In stature, General Fletcher measured about nve feet ten 
inches. In person he was straight and ·finely proportioned, bnt 
inclined to corpulency. His eyes, which were blue, corre
sponded well with a light complexion, and his manly beauty 
was generally acknowledged. He was elegant in manners, and 
in deportment, bland and refined. Kindness characterized his 
intercourse with all, and generousness and hospitality were the 
faults, if he had any, of his character. He was very particular 
in his dress, which, although always in the fashion, was never 
contrary to the canons of good taste. POBSe88ing the quaJ.iftca
tions which make the man, he was also so foriunate as to com
bine with these most necessary requisites those other and :finer 
excellences, which rendered him the b«JM id6at of a perfect 
gentleman.* 

0Ir the loyalists who bore a con- _/ _ A, 
spicuous part in the events connected d .... ~ -
with the " Westminster Massacre," ~ -
none are nwre entitled to respect and c- . 
consideration than Samuel Gale. He was born in Hamp
shire, England, on the 14th of October, 1747, and during his 
boyhood received the benefits of a good education. Having 
been appointed a paymaster in the British army, he was ordered 

• Thompeon'a Vt., Art. ToWNIIIDD. Deming's Appendix, p. 216. Letter of 
HOD. E. Ransom, Feb. 6th, 1863. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 84, 911 ; ii. 58, 114, 
68. Am. Arehives, Fourth Serite, voL ii., coL 1'196. 
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to the Am rican col nies, probably about the year 1710. From i 
m nu cript plottin prepared by him, which are still extant, I 
it is evident that his knowledge and practice as a surveyor I 
w r accurate and exten i ve. But of the e facta more definite 
evidence exi ts. On the 12th of March, 1772, he · ued at 
Philad lpbia the print d prospectus of a work which he was 
then pr paring, to be entitled The Complete Surveyor. ' To 
thi paper were affixed r commendatory notices from the Right 
Honorable, the Earl of tirling, Lieutenant-Governor Cadwal-
lader Colden, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Mr. Lukens. From a let-
ter which he wrote while a prisoner at Fairfield, Connecticut, 
to J hn McK on, secretary of the New Y m·k Provincial on-
gr , dated February 29th, 1776, it appears that the work was 
still unpubli hcd. Having in this communication, requested 
to be released on parole, if no other better relief could be 
afforded, he added :-" You may mention what you choose in 
the parole, but I would choo e, by all means if possible to be 
at New ork or Philadelphia, where I may finish my intend d 
publication on surveying, which you well know is allowed by 
all parties to be a matter of great actual ervice to America." 
Of the volume-published or unpublished-nothing further is 
known.* 

On the 25th of June, 1773, he married Rebecca, the eldest 
daughter of Col. Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, and soon 
after left the service. Becoming a resident of Cumberland 
county, he was appointed, on the 7th of March, 1774, clerk of 
the court, that office having become vacant by the resignation 

• That he ,.. .. at one period employed u a aurYeyor on the N.,.. H.ampehire 
Gl'IUite, ia evident from the following extract, taken from "The Natwal 1111d Po
litical History of the State of Vermont," a work by Ira Allen, 1rhich ,.... pub
liabed at London in the year 1798. 

"In the .ummer of 1'1'18, Mr. Ira Allen, with three men, Yent from the block 
fort on Onion river, in plll'IRlit of a Mr. B. Gale, 1rho, with a number of men, wu 
.urveying in the district of the Ne1r Hampehire Grants, for the land jobbere of 
N!!w York. Allen and hie party traverted the district from ~to Yilt, through 
the townshipe of Waterbury, Middleeex, and Kingaland, to Moretown, .liM Bnd· 
ford, and Haverhill ; and, at length, obtaining information of the aurveyor'a des
tination, they procured proviaioM 1111d aome apirite, and 1rent again in quilt of 
him. They diacovered hie line, and, by that, followed him to near the north...t 
corner of the preeent town of Montpelier. Here it ended, and he could DOt be 
traned fbrther, becaDBe, being apprised of hie danger, he made a oorner on dry 
land, and thns precipitately escaped, and Allen came to the corner 1111 honr after 
he fted. On the eixteenth day they reached the block fort, 1rhence they &M ont." 
-pp. 46, 46. 
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of Crean Brush. In a description of the General A88embly of 
New York, given in the Connecticut Courant, under the date 
of April lOth, 171-5, it is saicl of Brush that he "sold the clerk
ship of the county ro Judge Wells's son-in-law." Of the truth 
of this statement, there are now no means of judging, but it is 
safe to conclude that it is greatly exaggerated, if not wholly 
false. On the 6th of May, 1774, Mr. Gale was ·honored with 
another mark of favor, in receiving a commission, authorizing 
him ro administer the prescribed oaths ro all pel'IOns appointed 
ro office in the county. 

Notice has already been taken of his conduct on the memo
rable evening of the 13th of March, 1776. Warmly attached 
ro the royal caoee, and deeming those who should rebel against 
constituted authority as worthy of the direst punishment, his 
indignation knew no bounds when he saw the yeomanry whom 
he had been accustomed to regard only in the light of obedient 
sp.bjects, demanding redress for wrongs, which, doubtless, ap
peared ro him more imaginuy than real, and enforcing the 
demand with manifestations whose import could not be mis
taken. Actions performed in a moment of excitement cannot, 
however, be regarded as criteria of character. The few lines 
which are devoted ro Mr. Gale in the account of the " West
minster Massacre" prepared by Reuben Jones, are, so far as 
they are intended to represent the actual disposition of the in
dividual, entirely at variance with truth, and unworthy of the 
page of hisrory. "Jones's sketch," a gentleman* of high 
respectability has observed, " conveys as false an impression 
of Mr. Gale as the daguerreotype would convey of the ele
phant which should represent that noble animal while his mouth 
is wide open to receive fruits." On the day following the out
break, Mr. Gale was imprisoned in the jail at Westminster, and 
there remained until the 19th of March, when he was taken to 
Northampton, Messschnsett.s, where he was kept in confine
ment from March 23d ro April 6th, when he obtained his re
lease, and repaired to New York. 

Here he continued to reside, his family having joined him, 
until February, 1776, when he was seized at night in his own 
house, and conveyed to a guard-house at the upper barracks in 
the city, where the troops from Connecticut were quartered. 
Thence he was soon after removed to Fairfield jail, in Connecti-

• Rev. Canon lfioajah To'W'IIIIeDd, ol o-oeville, Lower Cauda. 
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cut, where he was placed in close confinement. Hoping to 
obtain his release, he wrote to John McKesson, secretary of the 
Provincial Congress of New York, requesting him to interfere 
in his behalf. His letter, dated the 29th of February, evinced 
by its style and e:;..:pressions the honorable character of the 
writer. "You well know," he remarked," that my entimenta 
have been uniform and steady, even if erroneous; and, there
fore, I conceive myself entitled, at the least, to the privil~aes 
and protection which, by the laws of all Christian nations, are 
granted to prisoners of war. I call it prisoner of war, no 
being an enemy in heart to any man breathing, but as being 
by birth and education one of that country between which and 
this country a war subsists. Let me request that I may either 
be allowed the privilege granted by all Christians to a prisoner 
of war; or else the birthright of a British subject-the writ 
of luibeas C01pU8." He declared his belief that a d ign !!llinst 
his person had been formed by some of the inhabitan of urn
berland county, and referred to a document which had been 
drawn up in vindication of his own conduct, and that o the 
sheriff and posse, during the affray at Westminster. He de
scribed his place of confinement as " a common jail whe1·e the 
cold wind through the bars (for the windows are not glazed) 
far exceeds the warmth of all the fire that is obtained" and 
asked to be accommodated with "a genteeler apartment." 

This letter was considered by the New York Provincial n· 
gress on the 5th of March, and the seizure of Mr. Gale was 
declared to be " a wanton act of military power, inconsistent 
with that liberty for which the colonist are contending." On 
the following day, Congress wrote to Maj.-Gen. Charles Lee, 
notifying to him the facts as they had been pre ented, and re
questing from him a statement of the nature of the charge 
brought against Mr. Gale, in order that proper steps might be 
taken either for his discharge or puni hment. In hi reply, 
written the same day, Lee acknowledged that the arrest of Mr. 
Gale should have been made by the Provincial Congr bu 
gave as a reason for his conduct the assurances he had received 
from many respectable men, that Mr. Gale was " a most dan
gerous man, and ought not to be suffered to remain on Long 
Island," where, as Lee observed, "an enemy is more dangerous 
than in any other spot of America." 

Information of the views of Congress in the matter, was sent 
to Mr. Gale by Secretary McKesson. In hi an wer, dated the 
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12th of March, Mr. Gale referred to a letter which he had writ
ten to Col Benjamin Bellows (in which he had claimed a right 
to the records pertaining to his office as clerk of Cumberland 
county), as being the probable cause of his arrest. His remarks 
on this point were in these words : "Whoever construes the dis
liked expressiODS ·in my letter to Colonel Bellows to relate to 
others than those of the county of Cumberland, gives it a con
struction which was not thought of by me when I wrote it. I 
am not of opinion that you or many of your body hold their pro
ceedings in a much better light than myself; nor can I suppose 
that any one can think me blameabw in forbidding a delivery 
of the records to any but myself or deputy." He then stated 
at length what his conduct had been ; that he had scrupulously 
abstained from disobeying the orders of those opposed to Great 
Britain ; that he had never been engaged in any " Tory plots ;" 
that the treatment he had received was far from being recon
cilable with the principles of liberty; and closed with this im
passioned peroration : " Whether I return to New York or not, 
may the Almighty's will be done I I :flatter myself that, that 
nobleness of heart which characterizes the free-born Briton, 
that spirit in which malice or revenge hath never reigned, add
ed to a conscience serene and clear, will enable me to pass 
through the various mazes and labyrinths of persecution, torture, 
or death, with all the patience and resignation of a martyr; and 
should the apprehensions which I have mentioned grow into 
realities, I shall say with Balaam, ~ Let me die the death of' the 
righteous ; let my last end be like his I' " 

Meantime, the committee of the Provincial Congress to 
whom the subject had been referred, reported on the 8th of 
March, that " the sole occasion for apprehending Samuel Gale, 
and sending him into confinement" had arisen from certain let
ters in the possession of Col. William Williams, a member of 
the said Congress, and that they knew of no other e_vidence 
against him. This report was taken up on the 16th of March, 
and, in view of its statements, a resolution was passed, declaring 
the opinion of Congress, that Mr. Gale ought to be forthwith 
released, inasmuch as he had boon carried away and imprisoned 
"Without any hearing, trial, or adjudication whatever." Notice 
of this decision was communicated to the chairman of the com
mittee of Fairfield county, accompanied by a request for the 
immediate discharge of the prisoner. Mr. Gale was informed 
privately, of the resolve, but the committee concluding that 
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they had no jurisdiction in the case, refused to comply with the 
request. In a third letter to Secretary McKesson, dated at Fair
field, on the 12th of April, Mr. Gale repeated his application 
for 'a release, and detailed the reasons why it should be granted; 
described the misery of his situation; and expressed his vieW& 
upon the merits of the struggle between the colonies and the 
mother country, in terms which bore evidence to the aincerity, 
ability, and honesty of the man. 

"In this intolerable place," he wrote, referring to the prison, 
"the wind, when cold, fairly chills every vein in my body. The 
smoke, when there is :fire, not only blinds but nearly suffocates 
me ; and the continual smell of the room has, I fear, tended to 
rot my very vitals. In the moming, I have perpetoally a sick
ness at the stomach ; about noon comes on a fever, which in 
about three hon1'8 is succeeded by an ague, sometimes more and 
sometimes less violent. Every one of these intolerable tortures 
were so inexpressibly increased by the excessive weather of 
Saturday the 80th ult., that they introduced thougbea and ex
torted expressions too wild to mention in cooler momenta." 
Turning then to a consideration of the death whose " slow ap
proaches, inch by inch," he could not fail to perceive, he re
marked : "Though I conceive it a duty incumbeot on every 
man, to use his endeavo1'8 for the preservation of his. life, yet I 
never viewed death through so honible a medi11m aa some men 
do. I have lately learned to consider it as a matter of reli~ 
rather than as a punishment. To leave the wife of my baeom 
a disconsolate widow, and the babes of my loins without a 
helper, is doubtless an unhappy reflection. But I am of opinion 
that a single stroke, however violent, would in the end be less 
grief to those I le&Te behind me, than a continuation of thai 
suspense and anxiety of mind with whieh they are now totally 
overwhelmed." Do "some· of my pel800Uto1'8," he exclaimed, 
" want to dip their hods in the blood of a martyr I If so, it 
would in my opinion be far less criminal, both in the sight of 
God and man, for them to let it flow in decent streams than 
thus, with dastardly meanness, to drag it from me drop by drop." 

A few days after this letter was written, Thaddeus Burr, the 
sheriff of Fairfield county, received the resolve of the Provin
cial Congress and released his prisoner on parole of honor. In 
a letter to General W aahington, dated the 19th of April, Burr 
notified the course he had pursued, and asked for directions. 
Of Mr. Gale, he remarked : " He is an Eng1ishDWl, a gentle-
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man of good education, and possessed of high notions in favor 
of his native country; is frank and open in declaring his senti
ments, but says he never has been, or will be active against the 
colonies." From an entry in the J oumal of theN ew York Provin
cial Convention, under date of September 16th, 1776, it seems 
that Mr. Gale was then in the city of New York, and that he 
had been brought thither, by order of the New York Committee · 
of Safety. In behalf of the Convention, James Duane and Ro
bert Yates were appointed to examine him. To this committee 
Robert Harper was added on the 17th of September, and Col 
William Allison on the following day. On the 21st, a commit
tee was constituted for the express purpose of detecting and 
defeating conspiracies, and to them the examination of :Mr. 
Gale, was finally referred. The immediate result of their in
vestigations is not known. ffitimately, Mr. Gale was released 
from his parole of honor, and restored to liberty. 

His sufferings, while in confinement, had not tended to lessen 
his hatred of the "rebel" cause, but on the contrary had 
strengthened his attachment to the government in whose behalf 
he had endured so many privations. Experience had also 
taught him, that he was ill-prepared to engage in civil commo
tions. Desirous of avoiding a repetition of scenes which, to 
him, had been fraught with sorrow and distress, he prudently 
removed with his family to Quebec, where he received the ap
pointment of Provincial Secretary, under the administration of 
Governor Prescott. He subsequently accompanied his Excel
lency to England, to defend him with his powerful pen, in the 
difficulties which had arisen in connection with the Council in 
Canada. He had written and published an elaborate work en
titled, " An Essay on Public Credit," involving many abstruse 
and extensive mathematical calculations on finance, having for 
its object the gradual extinguishment of the national debt of 
England. This work he presented for adoption to Pitt, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by whom its correctness was ad
mitted and its principles highly approved ; but who found it 
easier to put off the learned an thor with a pension for life, than 
to meet the public creditors with this book of financial reform 
in his hand, which might have cost him his place. In 1803 or 
1804, Mr. Gale rejoined his family in Canada, where he lived 
in retirement, and died at his country residence in Farnham, 
on tl1e 27th of June, 1826. He left a daughter, since deceased, 
and a son who has been an eminent lawyer and a judge of 
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King's Bench, at Montreal, where he now lives retired and re-
spected. · 

Mr. Gale possessed an intellect of more than ordinary stnrogth, 
and his writings were always pregnant with thought, and lucid in 
expression. In disposition, he was amiable and forgiving ; in 
manners, polished and gentlemanly ; in character, ingenuous, 
honorable, and conscientious.* 

JOHN GBOUT 

TBE second son and thUd 
child of John Grout, who 
was the father of fourteen 
children, was born at Lu
nenburgh,Mwwachuse~ 

on the 13th of J que, 1731. There he probably resided until 
he was thirty-five or thirty-irlx years old. The :first intimation 
relative to any intention on the part of Grout to remove from 
Lunenburgh, is found in a letter signed by one James Putnam, 
_dated at Worcester, Mass., September 3d, 1766, and written, 
as would appear from its contents, to some person resident on 
the New Hampshire Grants. In this letter Putnam says :
"Grout is desirous of settling in that part of the world where you 
live," and, in reference to his qualifications, adds, "he seems to 
have a peculiar natural talent for doing business at law and in 
courts." Grout did not change his abcde immediately, for by a 
receipt dated April 22d, 1768, it appears that he was at that 
time, at Lunenburgh. It is probable that he soon after remov
ed to the "Grants," and this opinion is strengthened by the 
fact, that he was at Charlestown, New Hampshire, in the fol
lowing August. Before leaving the home of his nativity, he 
had married, andiu the rapid increase of his family, had already 
shown a laudable desire to emulate his father. His advent waa 
not hailed at Windsor, the place he had chosen for his new 

• Journal of N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 889, 840,848, 84'1, 866, 827, 629,630, 639: ii. 
119,120, 178,1'19,183, 184. Am. Arch., Fourth Series, vol v. cola. 841,855, 3(1(), 
86~867, 991. Letter from the Rev. Canon Micajah Towll8('Dd, dated ~ 
ville, C. E., July let, 18116. 
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abode, with that enthusiasm which is so grateful to the volun
tary exile. ·On the contrary, the inhabitants of the little town 
regarded his coming as an unfortunate occurrence. Scarcely 
was he settled, when Nathan Stone, the justice of the peace, 
received a notice from Zedekiah Stone and Joseph Wait, the 
overseers of the poor, in which they stated that complaint had 
been made to them "by the principal inhabitants" of Windsor, 
that " John Grout and his wife, and family of five or six chil
dren" who had lately arrived, were " likely to become charge
able to the town." On this account, and to gratify the pauper
hating people of Windsor, the overseers prayed that a warrant 
might be issued for the removal of said Grout and his family. 

Their prayer was granted, and Benjamin Wait and Ezra Gil
bert were authorized to command the immediate exodus of the 
penniless lawyer and his dependents. Information of the course 
which the town authorities intended to pursue having been 
given to Grout, he, on the 22d of April, 1769, endeavored to 
obtain a stay of proceedings ftom the officers who had been sent 
to remove him. To this end, he gave a written promise, that 
if permitted to remain a few days longer, he would, at the end 
of the specified time, be ready with his family, "at nine of the 
clock in the forenoon" at his "dwelling--house in Windsor," "to 
be carried out of town." In case this request should be granted, 
he declared "on honor, and as a lawyer," that no harm should 
eome of it, either to the town or its officers. It is probable tha..t 
the days of grace were given, and it would also appear that 
'When these had passed, he had made some arrangements for re
maining in Windsor. He was there on the 27th of May follow
ing, and from a deposition made on the 81st of the same month, 
by Simeon Olcott, an officer of that town, it seemed that there 
was at that time, "not any copy of a warrant of any kind" in 
his hands against Grout, issued at the instance of Windsor people. 
On the 5th of June following, Elijah Grout, a younger brother, 
testified to a similar statement. Grout next appeared at Chester, 
of which place he was a resident in February, 1770. The events 
previously recorded, in which he had acted so prominent a 
part, happened during the summer of that year, and proba
bly afforded sufficient exercise for the restless disposition of 
the unfortunate Grout.* About this period his son," a lad of 
thirteen years of age," ran away ftom the paternal roof, and the 

• See tmte, pp. 181-168. 
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notice of this event which Grout published in the papers, and 
requested "all printel'B on the continent" to copy, was headed 
in staring capitals " Stop Thief I Stop Thief I" N otwithstand
ing the disrepute in which he was held by many, he obtained 
some business, and it appeal'B on the 8th of March, 1771, he 
supplanted Thomas Chandler, one of the most influential men 
in Chester, as the attorney and land agent of Cornelioa Vanden
bergh, of the city of New York. 

Grout endeavored to obtain an impartial execution of the 
laws relative to the cutting of ship-timber, and was diligent in 
informing John Wentworth, the surveyor-general, of the short
comings of his depnties. His zeal does not appear to have met 
with the reward it deserved. In a bond dated the 17th of April, 
1773, given to Daniel Whipple, the sheriff of Cumberland 
county, Gront, in answer to a citation, agreed to appear in the 
city of New York on the third Tuesday of that month, to 
"answer to Richard Morris in a plea of trespass." From ac
companying circumstances, it would seem that the trespass with 
which he was charged was the destruction of his Majesty's 
masting trees. He was not nnfrequently sent with dispatches 
to distant places, and was always careful to execute his com
missions with fidelity. On the occasion of a riot in Putney, 
early in the year 1772, he bore the intelligence of the disturb
ance to the city of New York. In the letter which he canied 
on this occasion to Governor Tryon, dated the 29th of January, 
J ndge Lord, the writer, after detailing a narrative of the 
tumult, referred to Gront in these words :-" I have yet to 
crave your Excellency's patience and leave to recommend to 
your Excellency's favour Mr. John Grout, attorney-at-law, who 
hath suffered much by persons enemical to this government, 
and to him, on account of his firm attachment to it, and endea
voUl'B to maintain good order and justice therein. Truth itself 
obliges me to say, that his practice as an attorney in this county, 
has always entitled him to the good opinion of the court and 
the best gentlemen in the county, as I apprehend, although riot
ous pe1'8ons and parties, friends to New Hampshire and ene
mies to good order, have given him much trouble, which he 
has borne with great magnanimity, and strove in a legal and 
dispassionate way to overcome. Your Excellency, being per
fectly humane, will delight in protecting him." This extrae& 
represents Grout in a different aspect from that in which he has 
previously appeared. He was, it would seem, a warm snp-
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porter of the claims of New York to the " Grants," .and on this 
account was shabbily treated by those who adhered to the New 
Hampshire faction. An unhappy disposition, and a tum for 
pettifogging, were not the beet eqnipments with which to meet 
this opposition, and yet these were the weapons which Grout 
appears to have brought to the combat. 

Previous to the commencement of the Revolution, Grout ex
pressed sentiments in opposition to the acts of the British mi
nistry, and at a meeting held in Chester on the lOth of October, 
1774, was chosen by the patriotic citizens of that town a mem
ber of a committee, who were directed to join with the general 
committee of Cumberland county, iu preparing a report con
demnatory of the late acts of Parliament, to be sent to the New 
York committee of correspondence. His patriotism appears, 
however, to have been of short duration. A letter attributed 
to him, written from the " South-east part of Cheshire county, 
:March lOth, 1775;" contains the most violent and obscene ex
preesions relative to the "damned Whigs." Still, his views 
cannot be determined by this production, for, although the first 
impression which one would derive from its perusal, is that the 
writer, whoever he might have been, was a vile blackguard, 
destitute of principle, and unscrupulous in the expression of his 
opinions, yet a more careful examination suggests the idea that 
the communication might have been intended as an allegorical 
declaration of sentiments in favor of a revolutionary movement. 
This notion is supported by the closing paragraphs of the letter, 
which are in these words :-

"Be assured, Sir, that our Honored Master Beelzebub 
waited upon me yesterday, and Commanded me to write to you 
and Inform you, that it is his Royal will and pleasure, that you 
play Hell with the Court that shall set at Westminster next week. 

" From your Friend and Brother, 
"Apollyon. 

" To the Faithful and Dearly beloved 
"Dr. Jones ---

" P.S. Please to read this Epistle to all the Faithful Bre
thren and salute them, Charles Phelps and Doctor Harvey in 
particular, with a kiss of love." 

Three days after the date of this letter, the courts were broken 
up at Westminster, and on that occasion, Dr. Reuben Jones; 
of Rockingham, and Dr. Solomon Harvey, of Dummerston, 
were prominent leaders among the Whigs. 
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On the 12th of April, 1775, Grout, who had been imprisoned 
for debt, received" hie liberty" from Benjamin Archer, under
keeper of the jail at Westminster. Previous to this, he had 
satiafied certain j ndgments which had been obtained against him. 
His eecape from this Scylla of confinement did not enable him 
to avoid the Charybdis of the people's hate. Having been de
nounced by John Chandler, and Thomas Chandler Jr., of Ches
ter, as an enemy to his country, he, according to his own state
ments, was threatened by some with death, and by others with 
tortures "at the hands of the Green Mountain Boys." In this 
emergency, he declared his innocence of the crime charged 
against him, and wrote to Col John Hazeltine, the chairman 
of the Cumberland county committee of correspondence, and 
to the ohairman of the Walpole committee of inspection, for 
protection. He also made known his situation to the .Rev. 
Samuel Whiting, of Chester, and begged him to use his influence 
"with theee mad people," and thus save the county from be
coming "an Aceldama or field of blood." In the latter part 
of the month of. May, while confined to his bed by a fever, a 
p~ of men entered his dwelling, headed by Thomas Chand
ler Jr., and endeavored to drag him out of doors, but were 
prevented by the efforts and entreaties of his wife and his 
" good neighbours." On the following morning they renewed 
the attempt, and, having taken him about half a mile from his 
house, threatened to strangle him, but were induced to desist 
from executing this design. Having, through the efforts of his 
friends, regained his liberty, he claimed protection from the 
county committee. The chairman of that body thereupon or
dered Chandler to desist from all attempts to injure Grout, 
which order Chandler prom• .to obey. 

Though freed in this manner, from the annoyances to 
which hia suspiciolilB cpnduct had subjected him, he could not 
resist the temptation of disturbing the peace of the county. To 
effect this end, he commenced an epistolary attack upon the 
chairman of the committee o£. carrespondence, Col John 
Hazeltine. In a letter to this gentleman written from the 
~' County of Hampshire, Province of Massu.. J nly lOth, 1775," 
Grout accused him of presiding 9ver the deliberations of a 
body of men whose acta were tyrannical, and whose conduct 
was contrary to every principle of right. He further declared, 
that it was for this cause " that a great many of the best peo
ple in the county of Cumberland who are substantial friends to 
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the Liberties of the people and the Sacred Rights of Mankind, 
and who are even willing to seal their Love of their Country 
with their Blood in Defence of it, Groan under the weight of the 
OppreesiODS of that Lawless Banditti of men, who having first 
put a stop to the Course of Civil Justice under the 888nmed 
name of sons of Liberty, are destroying not only the Semblance, 
but eTen the substance and shadow of Liberty itaelf." In this 
style he continued through a long communication, to abuse the 
officers of Cumberland ·county, who in this time of emergency 
were directing their best efforts to secure to the people their 
rights, and to defend them from the machinations of Loyalists 
and Tories. 

Later in the year, he addresaed a " Memorial and Petition" 
to the " men that are 888embled at W estmioster in the Oonnty 
of Onmberland, who call themselves a Connty Congress." In 
this remarkable production he accused the representatives of 
the people of usurpation and oppression ; pictured their 
temporary government u a despotism ; and branded their 
chairman aa a tyrant. After detailing a few instances, in which 
they had been obliged for the good of the community, to exer-
cise dictatorial powers, he continued in this strain:-" You· pro
ceeded on other business equally Infamous and Rascally, and 
then, like the Rnmp Parliament, adjourned yourselves. But 
yorrr Sovereign, Ool. Hazeltine, thinking good to call yon to
gether before the time yon was adjourned to, did do it, and you 
met on the 16th of August Last, and Proceeded to businees. 
And why should yon not¥ The King, by the Ooostitntion, has 
a Right to call, adjourn, prorogue and dissolve parliaments; 
King H.A.zm.'l'll'iE did Right in calling you together betbre the 
Time yon had adjourned yoUl'lelf to. This was to· Let yon 
Know he waa your King, and it was no more than duty to Obey 
your Prince. Indeed, it must be confessed it was a rascally 
Trick in you ever to adjou.rn yourselves, for that . was an In
fringement of your King Hazeltine's Prerogative, for the King 
by his Prerogative has the sole Right of adjourning Parlia
ments." The closing paragraphs of this memorial, although 
abounding in bombast and fustian, are suffi.ciently curious to 
warrant their presentation in this connection. "As for myself," 
wrote this conceited but witty poltroon, " I belong to another 
order of men, who will neither J oyn with you, nor Oppose you. 
For why should I run with the Wind 9 Surely, if I should, it 
will outrun me. Or why should I fight with the wind 9 Surely, 
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there is not so much substance in the Skull of it, 88 that I could 
beat its Brains out with a Beetle. Surely, I will content myself 
with bearing your Blow, and will Say, Whoo-Raugh, Whoo
Raugh to your mighty Ruahing. After a mighty wind comes 
a calm. 

" Your petitioner most humbly prays, that you would be 
graciously pleased to annihilate yo~lves, and Return into 
your Primitive Nothingness, unless the Good People of the 
County shall please to employ you about something. 

" But, oh, mighty Ohaos, if you will not condescend to grant 
this petition, I have another to make, which I beg of you not 
to deny me, which is this, that your almighty Nothingships 
would be pleased to Honour your Petitioner, who heartily 
Despises you, by making him first General and Commaud~in
Ohief of all your despisers, that so he may be at the head of 
nine-tenths of the good people of this county. And your Peti
tioner 88 in Duty bound ahall ever pray." 

In the fall of the same year, he wu brought before the com
mittee of Chester, on a charge which had been preferred 
against him of speaking disrespectfully of the Continental 
Oongresa and the county committee. A quarrel having arisen 
among the members in respect to tbe manner in which the 
trial should be conducted, Grout refused to make any defence, 
and remained wholly inactive during the proceedings. By a 
portion of the committee, he wu adjudged to be an enemy to 
his country. From this decision he appealed to the county 
committee. The subject came before them on the 29th of No
vember, but they refused to BUBtain tbe appeal, and ordered 
him to withdraw it. At another meeting held on the 24th of 
July, 1776, a complaint was exhibited by John Chandler against 
Grout. The members being unwilling to act upon it, referred 
it, at fil"Bt, to the Ohester committee, but by a subsequent vote 
recalled the reference and resolved to receive Grout's answer at 
their session in the following November. On the 8th of that 
month, a complaint against Thomas Chandler, Jr., was pre
sented by Grout, to the county committee, accusing him of mal
treatment. "After maturely deliberating upon the case," the 
committee ordered Chandler to pay to Grout "the sum of Six 
Pence, York Currency." The costs of the investigation were 
divided equally between tbem, and both were " Reprimanded 
by the Chairman in presence of the whole BoBJ'd." Grout 
dered on other occasions from the patriotism or maliciousneas 
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of the Chandler8, and through their influence and that of 
others connected with them, he was taken prisoner at Charles
town, New Hampshire, on the 27th of December, 1776. On 
the 2d of June, 1777, he was a resident of Chester, but soon 
after removed to Montreal, where he assumed his true charac
ter, that of a British subject, and is said to have become "a 
distinguished lawyer."* 

He resided in Canada during the remainder of the war, and 
probably for several years after its clOse. His end was as tragic 
as his life had been turbulent and unhappy. With a large sum 
of money in his possession, which he had collected for some per
son residing in one of the states, he left Canada for the purpose 
of conveying it to the owner~ and was never afterwards heard 
of. For a long time it was supposed that he had been drowned 
in crossing Lake Champlain. Many years after his sudden dis
appearance, a man was convicted of some crime punishable by 
death. Previous to his execution he acknowledged his guilt, and, 
in detailing the dark transactions of his life, confessed that he 
had murdered John Grout for the purpose of obtaining the 
money which he carried. He also described the place where 
he had buried the body. A search having been instituted, 
human bones were found at the spot he had designated. 

Hilkiah Grout, whose name has occurred in these pages, was 
a brother of John, and was born atLunenburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 23d of July, 1728. He lived for many years on the banks. 
of Black river in the town of W eathersfield, in Windsor county, 
Vermont, and there died, leaving a large family of children. 
Some of these were born previous to the time when his wife 
and some of her family were carried captive to Canada. Others 
were born after her return from bondage. 

Elijah Grout, another brother, born at Lun~nburgh, Massa
chusetts, passed the greater part of his life, and died, at Charles
town, New Hampshire~ • 

Jonathan Grout, born also at Lunenburgh, a third brother of 
John, resided at Petersham, Massacbusetts. He obtained the 

• By an act of the Geueral.Aaeembly of Vermont, paMed in February, 1779, 
thoee penona wbo bad voluntarily left that state, or any one of the United States, 
and" joined the euemiea thereof,• were forbidden to return to Vermont. Accom
panying this act were the namea of one hundred and eight penons to whom ita 
provisions particularly referred. In the list appeared the name of John Groat 
o~ Chester.-Acte and Laws Gen. All. Vt., Feb., 1779, p. '12. Slade's Vt. State 
Papera. pp. 866, 866. 
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charter of Lunenburgh, &·town in Essex county, Vermont, and 
owned lle&rly all the territory comprised within ita limita. * 

LOT HALL 

wAS born at Y armonth,in 
Barnstable county, Mas
sachusetts, in the year 
1757. Of his youthful 

days little is known. It is certain, however, that he enjoyed 
all the advantages of a good school education, and that he dili
gently impro11ed whatever opportunities were offered him of 
obtaining information. At the commencement of the revolu
tionary war, he warmly espoused the cause of the colonies, and 
eagerly awaited the hour that should see him engaged in the 
service of his country. 

In accordance with a resolution of Congress, passed on the 
18th of July, 1175, recommending to each colony, to provide 
for the protection of its harbors and navigation, "by armed ves
sels, or otherwise," South Carolina endeavored to render her 
maritime position more secure. On the 16th of January, 1776, 
the delegates from South Carolina informed Congress that their 
colony, "being in want of seamen, had given orders to offer 
high wages to such as would engage'; in her service, and desired 
the advice of Congress on the subject. · The committee to whom 
the matter was referred, reported on the 19th, recommending 
to Captain Robert Cockran who had been sent from South Ca
rolina to obtain seamen, to offer to each able-bodied seaman, 
who would enter the servi<?C of that colony, wages at the rate of 
'8 per month, an immediate bounty of ,9, and .upon reaching 
South Carolina, a further bounty of ~5: The captain was com
mended to the favor of Washington, who, on the 30th of Ja
nuary, promised to "give him every assistance" within his 
power. 

In the month of May following, young Hall procured enlist
ing orders from Elijah Freeman Payne, who wa8 then the lien-

• MS. Reoorda, Cumberland Co. Com. Safety. Grout's liS. Lettara. ~..etten 
from lJanoy Hale, Eaq., of Chelsea, Vt., Deoember let and 17th, 1861. Doo. Jliet. 

.N.Y., iv. 758, 'lli9, 766. 
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~nant of a twenty-gnn ship lying at Charleston, South .earo. 
lina, commanded by Captain Cockran. This ship, whieh was 
called the Randolph, had been fitted out by Sonth Carolina, as 
a part of her proportion of the continental navy, aRd in accord
ance with the recommendations of Congress, which had been 
adopted on the 18th of July, 1775. Payne had promised Hall a 
lieutenancy in the marine department, provided the latter should 
enlist fifteen men and transport them to Providence, Rhode 
Island. Entering upon his task with energy, and determined 
to win the station which had been offered him, Hall in a short 
time enlisted twenty-nine men and a boy, residents of Barn
,stable county, and having procured a schooner, commanded by 
Capt. 'Samuel Oray, conveyed his reernlte to the place ap
pointed. He then went to Stonington, ConnE!eticnt, where he 
purchased six small cannon of Joseph Dennison, and returning 
to Providence obtained a schooner of about fifty tons burthen, 
belonging to Clark and Nightingale, and, with his men, sailed 
fur Stonington, to take on board the cannon. Becoming con
vinced by this short trip, that the schooner would not earry 
sail sufficient to render her serviceable, either in giving chase, 
or in condueting a retreat, he procured another at Stonington 
named the Eagle. This vessel was immediately fitted out with 
provisions and warlike stores, and in her Captain Payne and 
Lieutenant Hall put to sea, in the month of J nne, with the 
intention of making a cruising passage to Oharleston, where 
they and their men were to join the Randolph. 

The commencement of the expedition was attended with 
success. Three prizes were taken-the Venus, Ge~ Oollas, 
master, on the 28d of August; the Caledonia, Alexaader Mc
Kinlay, master, on the 30th ·of Augnst; and another vessel the 
name of which is not known. These Wetle manned with sea
men from the crew of the Eagle, and the little iieet set sail for 
the port of Boston, where the Venus, under the charge .of Wait 
Rathburn, prize.master, arrived on the 90th of September, and 
the Caledonia, under the charge of Nathaniel Thompson, prize
master, oo the 28d of the same month. Aa the Eagle was con
voying in the third prize, ehe (the Eagle) fell in With and cap
tured the ship Spears, from the bay of Honduras bound for 
Glasgow, Scotland. The Spears being short of provisions, it 
was deemed advisable to increase her supplies, and to transfer 
to her all the prisoners on board of both the Eagle and the 
prige then under convoy. This was accordingly done, and hy 
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the direction of Captain Payne, Lieutenant Hall, as prize-mas
ter, took the command of the Spears, with orders to keep com
pany with the Eagle. For this purpose he was furnished with 
private signals, by the help of which he was enabled to pursue 
the prescribed course for ten days, when the vessels were sepa
rated " by a hard gale of wind and foggy weather." Captain 
Payne, in the E~tgle, succeeded in reaching Boston, and on his 
arrival delivered to the proper authorities Captain Lamont of 
the Spears, whom he had taken prisoner. 

Soon after the Spears separated from the Eagle, the prisoners 
on board the former vessel mutinied. Lieutenant Hall's men 
were so few in number that they were unable to quell the dis
turbance, and, on the 13th of Septe'mber, he was deprived of' 
the command of the ship. The mutineers then held a long 
consultation, and agreed to make for Newfoundland for the 
purpose of procuring provisions. On reaching the Banks, they 
fell in with a brig from Falmouth, England, and from her cap
tain, who was of course friendly to the cause of Great Britain, 
they obtained supplies. From Newfoundland they set sail for 
Glasgow. On arriving at that port, on the 13th of October, 
Lieutenant Hall was taken into custody by the authorities of 
the city, and confined in prison. Having learned that the 
Mayor of Glasgow was a free-mason, Lieutenant Hall informed 
him by letter that he was a member of that brotherhood, and 
craved his assistance. He soon after was visited by the mayor 
in person, who obtained for him an extension of the liberties of 
the prison to a circuit of two miles; provided him with clothes 
and writing materials; and invited him to dine at his mansion. 
From this gentleman Lieutenant Hall received many favora 
which tended to lessen the tedium of durance, and he ever 
after retained the profoundest sentiments of gratitude and 
esteem towards his noble benefactor. 

On the fifth of April, 1777, Captain Lamont of the Spears 
arrived at Glasgow, and Lieutenant Hall was discharged from 
imprisonment, bot no provision was made to· enable him to 
procure a passage home. Finding a vessel belonging to an 
American citizen and engaged in the revenue service, he em
barked on board of her, and at the Isle of Man, and at White
haven also, endeavored to obtain a passage either to France or 
the West Indies, but was unsuccessful. Returning to Scotland, 
he took passage to Ireland, where, according to his own declara
tion, he "found the people very kind and civil, as well as warmly 
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nttnched to the American cause." Having revealed to them 
his circumstances and condition, they provided for him " in a 
genteel manner" until the following August, when he sailed in 
the ship' Glorious Memory for the West Indies, and arrived at 
Barbadoes in October. Thence he took passage for Antigua, 
and from that port sailed to St. Eustatia. Here he met with 
Captain Hinson or the Duke or Gratoon, on board of which 
vessel he sailed for Virginia. When within Capes Charles 
and Henry, the Duke of. Grafton was captured on the 28th of 
December by the St. Albans, a British man-of war of sixty-four 
guns, commanded by Robert Onslow, then lying in Hampton 
road, and Lieutenant Hall was again made prisoner. During 
the time of this second captivity, which lasted but ten days, his 
sufferings on board the St. Albans were " everything that Bri
tish insolence and cruelty could in:ftict, short of actual violence." 
Through the interposition of Patrick Henry, then Governor of 
Virginia, Lieutenant Hall waa exchanged, and having been 
provided by his Excellency with a horse and money, set out on 
his journey home. 

On reaching Pennsylvania, his money being exhausted, he 
presented a memorial to Congress on the 28d of January, 1778, 
in which he recounted the scenes through which he had p888Cd 
during the eighteen months preceding, and asked either for a 
situation on a continental vessel, or m~ns sufficient to enable 
him to reach Boston. The subject was referred to the marine 
committee, but no record of their report appears on the pages 
of the J oumals of Congre88. By the assistance of his friends, 
and his " utmost exertions," he reached Barnstable on the 22d 
of February following. For these services he afterwards 
endeavored to obtain the " pay allowed by the then naval 
establishment to officers of his rank," but failed to receive the 
well-eamed reward. Many years after his death, Congre88 
recognized the justice of the claim he had presented, and 
awarded to his descendants a portion ot' that remuneration 
which he should have received for his valuable services in 
behalf of his country. 

On returning from captivity, Mr. Hall commenced the study 
of law at Barnstable, in the office of Sheatjashub Boume. 
Here, it is supposed, he remained until the latter part of the 
year 1782, when he removed to V ennont. At Bennington, 
where he at first took up his abode, he remained but a short 
time. In the year 1783 he was at Westminster, as appears by 
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an entry in the records of the Council of Vermont, dated on 
the 18th of October in that year at W eetmioster, and signed by 
him as secretary pro tempor6. On the 13th of February, 1786, 
he was married in Boetou, by the Rev. John Clark, to .Maey 
Homer, of that place.* He afterwards purchased a dwelling on 
the ftat, in th& nOl'th part of W eetm.ineter, and by diligent atten
tion t0 his profession, obtained a good practice and an honora
ble reputation. He was chosen to repreeent the town in which 
he resided, in the General Assembly, at the Be88ioos in 1789, 
1791, 1792, and 1808. With Paul Brigham, Samuel Hitch
cock, and Lemuel Chipmau, be was appointed a pnl8ideo.tial 
elector by the General Assembly, at their session in 1792, and, 
with hi& colleagues, cast the vote of the state for George Wash
ington and John Adams. By aa ac:t of the General Aalembly, 
paseed on the 1st of November, 1800, incorporating }fiddle
bury eollege, he was CODStitnted a fellow of that institatioo,. and 
8erved in that capacity until the time of his death. In 1799 
he was a member of the Council of Censol"B, and for seven 
yeal"8-from 1794: to 1801-was a judge of the Supreme court 
of the atate. 

While holding th.ie latter position, he diseharged the duties 
of his office with great fidelity and credit.. A charge delivered 
by him to the grand jnrol"B of Windham county, at a session 
ot' the Supreme court, held at Newfane in the year 1798, was 
described in the " Farmer's Museum," a celebrated newspaper 
of that period, as a production " replete with sound principles 
and ibe nry easence of federalism," and " honourable to ita 
author as a politician, 88 a scholar, and 88 an ardent federalist" 
"At this juaeture," observed the editor of the same journal, 
" we conceive that charges of such a complexion, coming from 
the grave authority of a judge, are eminently impressive, con
vincing, and useful." At a session of the Supreme court held 
in Windham county, during the month of Angust, 1800, Jndge 
Hall again charged the· grand jury in an able and eloquent 

" At the time or her marriage, Mila Homer, who wu an orpbau. ,.... oaly Sf. 
teen ye&r~ of age. Under the title of" A True Story," a very romantic aocount 
of the oiroumstancee attending her courtehip and marriage appeared in the 
"Herald· of Freedom," in December, 17811. In thia narrative, Ophelia reprweota 
Mia Homer ; Lyaander, Mr. Hall ; and Alphonto a diappointed lonr. The 
"True Story,. Will copied into the "Blll'Dat&ble Journal" in .Auguat, 18211, and 
was reprinted in the "Troy Daily Poet" on the 21st of February, 1846. Mrs. 
Hall outlived her hn11band many years, and died on the 2llt of Febru&l")', 1843, 
aged MYenty-two ye&n~. 
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manner. His address on this occasion was subsequently pub
lished at their requeet. In the conrse of his remarb, he ad
verted to the charaete!' of Washington, whose death had lately 
occurred, in these wonle :-

" 0Ul' country has sustained an irrepatable loes by the death 
of this greatest and beet of men. To bestow on him the epithet 
of great, would be but common pmiee. His name alone ex
presees enough. The- simple name of W .A!HINGTON will be 
remembered with venel'&.tion and respect by posterity, when all 
the titles of human greatness and dietinction have sunk beneath 
the stroke of time. All 0111' omtors and poets have vied with 
each other to do justice to his merit, and sacred and profane 
history have been mnsacked to find his equal. When the
parallel has been drawn between him and Moses or Solomon in 
sacred history, or between him and the greatest chara-cters, 
both ancient and modern, that profane history can boast, they 
appear but diminished spectres. Hie deserved fame eclipses' 
every other name. . . . . . 

" His character in private as well as public life, is without a 
blemish. He seems to have possessed every accomplishment 
which mskes a man either amiable or estimable. Hie senti
ments of reHgion were noble and elevated. His regard for 
Christianity was evidenced by a respectful attendance on its 
irurt:ituted fonrut of worship, and by treating with equal candor 
and indulgence all denominations, without preferring one to 
tbe other. His gentle and amiable disposition endeared him 
to his private friends~ His graceful manners engaged him the 
a1feetions of all orders of the people. He was one of the most 
accomplished men of the age, and possessed all the great quali
ties both of body and mind, natnml and a:cquired, which could 
fit him for the high station to which he attained. The a1fability 
of his address encouraged those who might be ovemwed by the 
sense of his dignity and wisdom. Though he often indulged 
hm facetious hnmor, he knew how to temper it with discre. 
tion, and ever kept a.t a distance from all indecent familiarities 
with those about him. He loved and practised the virtttes of · 
domestic life, which seldom hold their residence among the 
great. He was chaste and temperate, enjoying without excese 
the social pleasures of the table. All his titles or greatness 
were adorned by the tender name of a faithful husband and 
an indulgent parent, for, though childless himself, he embraced 
as his own the children of ·his brother and sister, and the ex· 
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preesions of his regard were extended to the most distant and 
obscure branches of his numerous kindred. Ilia familiar friends 
were judiciously selected. He respected the good and the vir
tuous, who with the innooent were rewarded by his judicious 
liberality, while the DlOI'e diffusi-ve circle of his benevolence 
was circumscribed only by the limits of the hwnan race. 

"When not engaged in war, he cultivated dle arts of peace. 
That he delighted in farming, is evident L"''m his following the 
plough in his ootive BOil, and from the great improvements he 
made in enry branch of agriculture. That he wiahed to be 
useful in ordinary life, W88 evidenced by his acting 88 a mem
ber of assembly, a magistrate, and sitting as a common juror in 
a court of justice, in the county where he resided. W aahing
ton was not stimulated by avarice, fired by ambition, nor did 
he thirat for conquest. It should ever be remembered that he 
W88 never engaged in any offensive war. · Hie whole military 
career is rendered more glorious and resplendent, when it is 
considered that he always tought in defence of his country. His 
mild disposition was ever respected by the good and virtuous, 
while the vigor of his character struck te~r into the degene
rate and guilty. No more lives were sacrificed under his com
mand, than the fate of war rendered inevitable. Although he 
always considered the exercise of strict justice as the most 
important duty of his official life, yet the exercise of mercy wae 
his most delightful employment. Should his enemies doubt 
this, I call on them to read, if they can, without emotion, his 
letter to Captain Asgill, containing the pleasing yet unexpected 
tidings of his enlargement from what he had long dreaded as 
a dismal confinement. 

" Heaven seems to have sent him upon earth, to serve at 
once as an example of that perfection of which human nature 
is capable, and of that happiness it may enjoy in private life
and at the same time, to have liberally endowed him with thoee 
public virtues, which sometimes raise human natu,re above 
itsel£ In short, nothing seems wanting to grace the perfection 
of his character. He sustained adversity with firmness, and 
prosperity with moderation. The power ahd sublimity of his 
genius transcended the fame of Caesar, and his consummate 
wisdom and prudence, that of Augustus. His superiority in 
peace, 88 well 88 in war, has been acknowledged by all, and 
even his enemies have confessed, with a sigh, his great and 
ehining accomplishments, and that. he loved his country and 
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deserved the empire of the world. Though we cannot expect 
to reach the transcendent height of his public honol'8 and mili
tary glory, yet with respect to the exercise of his private and 
domestic virtu~, we may in some measure be imitators of him. 
Let us, then, copy his bright example. Let us live and act aa 
he advises, and in this way shall we more. convincingly evi
dence our regard for his memory, than we should, were we daily ' 
to repair to his sepulchre, and bedew with tears of sincere 
regret, that stupendous monument of our conntry's salvation." 

While attending the General .Assembly, during their session 
at Montpelier, in the autumn of 1808, Judge Hall was seized 
with a violent catarrhal affection which assumed an incurable 
form, and caused his death on the 17th of May, 1809. In his 
"Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1797, Dr. John 
.A. Graham observes of Mr. Hall :-He " is one of the judges 
of the Supreme court, which office he fills in such a manner as 
to reflect honour, even on so important a station. His memory 
is so wonderfully tenacious, as to make him master of every 
subject he reads or hears, and to enable him to recapitulate 
them without the slightest hesitation or previous study." .As a 
friend, Mr. Hall was constant, confiding, and generous. .As a 
citizen, patriotic, public-spirited, and liberal. .Aa a husband, 
obliging, affectionate, and gentle. He was ever ready to assist 
the poor in their misery, and the afflicted in their suffering. 
Nothing aroused more fully his resentment than the oppression 
of the weak by the strong.* His legal abilities were of a high 
order, and were well suited to the times in which, and the peo
ple among whom he lived. While on the bench, his opinions 
were prepared with deliberation, and his decisions were ever 
based in justice and right. His fund of anecdote was great, 
and a memory of surpassingly retentive powers enabled him to 
call up on any occasion, incidents illustrative of whatever topic 
might be nnder consideration. This remarkable faculty, com-

• An m.t&noe of hia ~ to e.poaee tlle ea111e of the opp~ waa aeen 
in the attempt which he made-at a meeting of the " church of Christ" in W eet
minater, held on the 27th. of May, 1'196--to defend Mrs. Bethiah Holton, a mem. 
ber of that church, agalnlt whom he thought an undue eeverity was being e.J:III'

ciled, on aocount of her avowal of the belief "that all mankind wm finally 
be reetored to the Divine favor through the suft'eringa, death, and atonement of 
Chriat." An account of the proceedings on tbia occasion, and a report of Judge 
Hall's remarb, were publiehed in the "Farmer's Weekly Muaeum," on the 2d of 
June, and the '1th of July, 1'196, and in the "Rural Magazine: or Vermont Repo. 
llitory," for June, 1'1116. 
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biDed with an extenafve experience of men and things, and an 
aft'able disposition, rendered his" oonve:nmtion not only agreeable 
but instructive. Though dying in the fifty-third year or his 
age, his life was an active one, and his personal and political 
influence was felt and aclmowledged in the community in 
which he resided. • 

THOlU.S JOHNiOlT. 

h the yea.r 1769, Thomas Johnson, then in the twenty-first 
year of his age, removed from Hampstead, New Hampshire, 
to Newbury on the New Hampshire Grants. In the service 
of Col. Jacob Dayley he was entrusted with the care of that 
gentleman's lands, which were situated on the west side 
of the Connecticut, and were subsequently comprised within 
the limits of Newbury. The charter of Newbury was granted 
by Denning Wentworth, on the 18th of March, 1763, and in 
the same year Mr. Johnson became a resident of the. town, and 
there purchased lands. At this time there was no road in any 
direction leading from Ne\Vbury, and bread-stuffs and all arti
cles of furniture, agricultare, and consumption, were brought 
on horseback from the head waters of the Merrimac,. or in boam 
from Charlestown,. eighty miles below. The new settlement 
rapidly increased in popufation, and its rich acres were BOOD. 

converted into well-cultivated farms. In the summer o£ 1775, 
Mr. Johnson, who thea owned large tracts of land, and had 
become a successful merchant, built for ~ accommodation of 
himself and family, a large bouse, which lS atillst&nding, and 
which even at this day, ia one of the best and most spaciona 
dwellings in the town. . . 

At the commencement of the Revolution, the inhabitants of 
Newbury, who were :aear~ alJ. Whig&, held a town meeting, 

• Journala Am. Cong., ed 1823, L 119, 288, !40. Sparb'a WritiDga of Wuh
ington, iii 270. Almon'l Remembrancer, ii. 868: iii. 180: iv. 264, 817. HOUII 
DoeumentaoC 26th Cong., let aeuion, No. 118. Deming'• Cat. o(Vt. OiBcera, [HU· 
rim. 'Tholll&8'a (M:III!I.) Spy, Dee. 18th, 1792, No. 1028. Farmen' Weekly Jlu
aeum, or New Hampshire and Vermont Journal, Walpole, N.H., Sept. Sd, 1'1118, 
Farmers' Museum, or Literary Gazette, Walpole, N.H., Auguat 18th and 26th, 
1800. Graham's Vt., p. 111. Beckley's Hiat. Vt., p. IU. Acta and Laws Vt. 
1800, pp. 88-40. .dille, p. 458. 
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and in the mC!It. deliberate manner decl&red themselves inde
pendent of Gnat Britain, and. entered the declaration in the 
records of the. iowD. .Dnl'ing the latter part of March and tile 
early part of April, 1776, Mr. Jolutaoo traced out on foot, 
through an ubroken wildernMeand the meltiBg snows of spring, 
a path for a military road {rom N ewhery to St. John'e. His 
journal of the BUrVey wai8 sent to General Washington. The 
object of thie e:mmination was to aseertain a practieable and 
short J!Ollt& iOr the invasion of Cnada. Several other explora
tions 6£ a l!imil&!" character were made at this period, 'but ciP
eumstancee never afterwards favored an expedition which was 
90 strongly demred, so long contemplated, and once actually 
organized under La Fayette. ln the y~ar 177'T, Mr. Johnson at 
that time \oldmg a captain's commission, raised and took the 
command of a company, riieh served under General Lineoln, 
whose head-quarters were at Manchester. With this distin- ·t 

gnished officer, Captain· Johnson was for 90me time connected 
as aid-de><!amp. In September of the 881Ile year, General Lin-
coln sent five hundred men, of whom Captain Johnson's com-
pany formed s part, to reoonnoiw Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independen:ee. The f&rmer post W88 taken, and the latter was 
besieged for several· days. 

In a letter to his wife, dated the lith of September, 1177, iD 
camp, near ::Momt lndepeDctence, Captain Johnson observed =
"I have had little sleep these three nights, for the roaring of' 
cannon and the cracking of gntl8 are continually in om ears. 
I most sa.y that I felt ugly when I first heard the firing. I have 
had but few chancat of firing my· gun at the enemy. When I 
fi.l'9d the first time; they gave me' three for one. The cannon
balls and the grape-Mot rattle like hail-stones, but they don't 
kill men. I don't feel a:sy more ooncerned here, thaft I did at 
home in my bwrinees." Of the· prisoner& taken at Crown Point 
during this expedition, oae hund~ were placed in the charge 
of Captain Johnson, who conducted them to Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, where he delivered them to a continental ofticer, 
who led them into ceuntry quarters. CaptaiB Johnson then 
returned to Newbury,. whue. he wu actively employed for 
the next four yean: in improving hi& estate. DUring this period 
he wu honored by the Assembly 0f New YGrk with a liente
nant.colonel'& coiDJni.ssion in ihe militia. On acCOUDt of his par
ticipation in the transactions at Ticonderoga, Colonel Johnson 
waa narrowly watched by the British, who sought to take him. 
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The method of his capture on the morning of the 8th of March, 
1781, while at Peacham, and the treatment he received during 
his detention in Canada, have been already detailed.* On the 
5th of October following, he was released on parole of honor, 
having first pledged his faith to General Haldimand in a writ
ten agreement, that, until he ehobld be " legally exchanged," 
he would " not do or say anything contrary to hie :Majesty's 
interest Ol' government," and would " repair to whatever place 
his Excellency or any other, his Majesty's command~in-chief 
in America," should designate. This parole wu the cause of 
great trouble and anxiety to him during the year 1782. He 
sometimes received visits from spies, with whom, on account 
of his peculiar relationa with the enemy, he was obliged to hold 
communication. A knowledge of an interconl'86 of Jhis nature 
subjected him to suspicion as a traitor, and rendered his situa
tion very unpleasant. To free himself from an imputation eo 
galling to his honor and patriotism, he communicated to Gene
ral W aahington all the information he had obtained during his 
captivity, concerning the designs of the British; detailed to him 
the measures he had taken to gain his liberty ; revealed to him 
his motives for adopting the course he had pursued since his 
return from Canada ; enclosed him a copy of the agreement he 
had made with General Haldimand ; and prayed that some 
means might be taken to effect his exchange, and restore him 
to perfect freedom. 

Furnished with letters of introduction from the Hon. Meshech 
Weare, President of New Hampshire, and Nathaniel Peabody, 
a respected citizen of that state, Colonel Johnson visited Gene
ral W aahington in the latter part of the year 1789. The result 
of this interview is not known. It is certain, however, that 
the conduct of Colonel Johnson met with the full approbation 
of General W aahington. Fearing that he should be recalled to 
Canada, Colonel Johnson absented himself from home, and did 
not retum until after the 20th of January, 1783, the date of the 
declaration of peace. On one occasion, and while subjected to 
his parole, he waa informed that the British had laid a plan to 
capture his friend and neighbor, Gen. Jacob Bayley. At the 
risk of his own life and liberty, he forewarned the General of 
his danger, and enabled him to escape it. Among the gentle
men with whom he waa in correspondence, and for whom he 

e See CIIIH, pp. 404-408. 
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procured intelligence conceming the British, was Capt. Ebene
zer W ebeter, of Salisbury, New Hampshire, the father of Daniel 
W ebeter, who in the year 1782 commanded the militia raised 
for the protection of the northem frontiers, and was stationed 
for a time at Newbury. 

The patriotism of Colonel Johnson, thongh subjected to many 
severe trials, was ever pure and perfect, and his worth and in
tegrity were nndonbted. He possesaed the entire confidence 
of his fellow-townsmen, and represented them in the General 
.A.saembly of Vermont, during the years 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789, 
1790, 1795, 1797, 1799, 1800, and 1801. He was bom in Haver· 
hill, Maasachuaetta, on the 22d of March, 1782, 0. S., and 
died at Newbury on the 4th of January, 1819, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. His father was John Johnson, who was 
born in Haverhill, Massachusetts, on the 15th of November, 
1711. His great-great-grandfather was William J ohnaon, who. 
in the year 1634 or 1635 was one of the founders and proprie
tors of Charlestown, :M888&Chuaetta, and who emigrated from 
Heme Hill, in the county of Kent, England. Edward John
son, a brother of William, was a proprietor and founder of 
Woburn, Massachusetts, and was the author of a quaint history 
of the colony, which haa now become a rare work.* 

JOSEPH XELLOGG. 

W BEN the town of Deerfield waa destroyed by the Indiana, on 
the 29th of February, 1703, Joseph Kellogg, then a lad of 
twelve, with his brother Martin Jr., and his sisters Joanna and 
Rebecca, was taken captive and carried to Canada. Here he 
remained with the Indians a year, and waa then delivered to 
the French, with whom he spent the ten years succeeding. 
During this time he travelled with traders, and by participating 
in their negotiatiODB, not only acquired the French language, 
but the tongues of all the tribes of Indians with which the 
French were engaged in traffic. Of the dialect of the Mohawks 
his knowledge was especially thorough. In this manner, to use 

• MSS. in the poeaeeaion of the Johnson family. Powers'• Hilt. Sketchee of the 
Cool Country, pp. 48, 180, 181, 194-221. Deming's Cat. of Vt. Ofllcen, patrim. 
Graham'• Delcriptin Sketch of Vt., p. 149. 
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ms own upl'Miiena, he " got into a very good way « baiDeM, 
so • to ~t couiderable of moneys a.nd other thinga, ad hand-
8MB8ly to •pport hiiDI8lf, M was under no l!eBu.int at all." 
Yi 1 · to the solicitations of his brother, and encouraged by 
Colonel toddard and Mr. Williams, be retnmed ho e in the 
year 171 , and two ;years later wa placed in the p y of n
ment. Thus did he obtain a liv lihood until the ear 1 '1'2..,, 
when he was employed by the province f M chu etts Bay 
to perform journeys to Canada, Albany, and other distant 
places. Of his more specific duties there till remain a few data, 
which, it is reasonable to suppose, may be regarded as reliable. 
In 1722, he commanded a company of men at orthfield. 
It also appears by a memorandum dated the 26th f July, in 
the same year, that he was a lieutenant under Samuel Barnard, 
and acted also as an interpreter. He was captain of o. c m
pany at Deerfield in 1723, and -of another at Suffield, Conn cti
cut, from November, 1723, to My, 1724. On the 9th of 
November, 1723, he was ordered to scout on the northern fron
tier of Hampshire county. His skill in Indian i nals, and 
modes of ambush and warfare, enabled hlm to me~ the va"e 
foe on terms almost equal. In obedience to a command dated 
the 22d of May, 1724, Colonel Kellogg, as he was then de ·~ 
nated, attended an Indian conference at Albany, in company 
with Colonel Stoddard. In the same year he sent out several 
scouting parties, of whose routes and doings he preserved a 
journal, which he afterwards sent to Lieut.-Gov. William Dum
mer. As a specimen of documents of this kind, it is here in
serted:-

" May it please yotl'l" Honoor. 
"These wait upon your H()!Donr, to present my humble Duty 

to yon, and acquaint yon with my proceedings. Punnant to 
your order, -I have sent out several scouts, an aceount of we I 
here present your Honour with. 
''The fil'St on November 30, we went on "r west side of Con~ 

necticut River, and crossing ..,. West RiT~ went np to "r 
Great Falls and returned, making n0 discovery of any 
Enemy. . 

" The next scout went up .,. West River 6 miles, and then 
crossed ye wood up to ye Great Falls, and returned, making 
no discovery of any new signs of an enemy. 

"The next scout, I sent out west from Northfield about 1.2 miles 
and from thence northward, crossing West River thro -,. 
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woods; then steering east, they came to ye Canoo place _abou 
16 or 17 m.iles.abov.e Northtiekl 

" The next :scout I sent out northwest, about .6 miles, and tbal 
• they :steered north until they cr.oesed W:est Rivw, and so thro 

y• woods tor Great lieadow below ye Great· F&lls, then they 
croesed Cowlecticut Ri v:e.r and ~ down en y• East Bide 
untill they came to Northfield without any new .Diaeovery, 
this Meadow being about 32 miles from N or.tbfiekl. 

" The next Bf.OU~ 1 sent .up 1' W eet Riv.er MOilDtllin, awl .tbe.re 
to Loqge on y• top and view ~Evening an« Mcmrlng fQ1" 
smoaks, and from thence,.~ to y• mountain .at ye Great Falls 
and the!'e also to Lodge on y'. top and vie.w morning &R.d 
evening iw 1UnOab ; but ~ JDaking JJO diaoovery, ». 

. turned. 
" The next scout, I aent Dp r West Rivet .5 milea AUK~ then 

north till they came upon Sextons River, 6 miles from 1' 
.mouth of it, WO empties it self at y' foot. of ye Grea.t Ns, 
and then they came down till they came .to y• mooth of it, 
aud so returned, but .made no discovery of any.me.my~ 
"I have here given your Honour a 1rue acooutof .t,he~veJ!al 

scouts I have sent out, and I should bve sent out maD-y more,. 
hut y' great difficulty of high water and unfavo~ble weather.,: 
and very slippery going and snow, has prevented any greater. 
proceedings therein." 
' Finding that these empl()yments, though neceua.ry .and J.a.bo. 

rious, scarcely aftbrded him the .means of .living, he petitiQ.Ded 
the General Court of Massachusetts, em the 4th of .Jao.uary, 
1727, for "SQille rewal'd or assistance." In answer to 1U.a 
prayer, a grant was made him of :two hnadred ~ pf :the·un
appropriated lands in the county of HampshiJ:e. lD the -II&Dle 
year, Fort Dummer was converted .into· a .garriaoned trading
house, and the charge of it was given to Cap~ Kellogg. 
Here he remained as commander and wck~master JW.til the 
year 1740. But these employments did Dot hinder him from 
engaging in others. He was appointed QU the 19th of October, 
1733, with Timothy Dwight and .William ·Chandler, to lay out 
the townships at Pequoiag, and on Ashuelot river in New 
Hampshire. In the year 1736, he received a warrant to act aa 
interpl'eter .for the Bay province to the Indian . nations, which 
warrant was confirmed by a more specific com.m.isaion, dated in 
17 40. From this time until the year 17 49, he received pay 
from the Fort Dummer establishment as interpreter, and, 
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aecor<}ing to 1m own candid statement, " acted 88 such with 
great fidelity, and to the acceptance, 88 he hopes, of the govern
ment." He was present at the Indian conference held at th~ 
fort, on the 6th and 6th of October, 1737, and bore an impo~ 
ant part in the transactions of that occasion. From 17 49 until 
1758, he was varionsly occupied, but, as it appears from a peti
tion dated on the 80th of May, in the latter year, had not at 
that time ·received pay for his services during the four years 
preceding. He was also employed for :fifteen months as an 
interpreter in the school which was established by the' Rev. 
John Sergeant and Ephraim Williams, Esqr., at Stockt)ridge, 
for the education of Indian youths. In the year 17M, he was 
present at the celebrated Albany treaty, "which was attended 
by a greater number of respectable personages, from the seve
ral provinces and colonies, than had met upon any similar occa
sion." 

His services in behalf of government do not 11eem to have 
met with the reward they merited, and a petition presented by 
him to the General Court, on the 29th of May, 1755, shows 
that the arrearages for which he had asked two years before, 
bad not yet been paid him. In the year 1756, though broken 
in health, and at the age of sixty-six, he was persuaded by 
General Shirley to accompany him as an interpreter to Oswego. 
The fatigue incident to the undertaking proved too great for his 
enfeebled constitution, and he died before the completion of the 
journey, and was buried at Schenectady. "He was the best 
mterpreter in his day that New England had," observes the 
Rev. Gideon Hawley, "and was employed upon every occa
sion." It is supposed he was born in Suffield, Connecticut. 

Martin Kellogg Jr., the brother of Joseph, well known by 
the name of Captain Kellogg, and who was captured at the 
burning of Deerfield and taken to Canada, escaped from Mon
treal in company with three others, in May or June, 17'05, and 
returned home. In the month of August, 1708, while on a 
scouting expedition to White river, in the present state of V er
mont, be was again taken prisoner by the Indians, but succeeded 
in discharging his gun and wounding one of his enemies in the 
thigh before his capture. He was a second time conveyed to 
Canada, and during his life was compelled on several occasions 
to make involuntary journeys of a similar nature, to that pro
vince. He was remarkable for his courage and bodily strength, 
and many stories were related of his feats and exploits in early 
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life. Like hie brother, he was employed in the mieeion school 
at Stockbridge, where it is believed hie labors were acceptable. 
He lived at Newington, near Farmington, in Connecticut, 
where it is supposed he died, about the year 1758. It is not 
known at what time Joanna, one of the sisters of Joseph and 
Martin, returned home. The other sister, Rebecca, who was 
about three ye&l'!· old at the time of her capture, resided among 
the Caughnawagas in Canada, until she was a maiden grown. 
On her return, she became the wife of Benjamin Ashley. In 
the year 1753, when Mr.-afterwards the Rev.-Gideon Haw
ley, of Marshpee, was employed with others, to visit the Indians 
at Onohoghgwage or Oquago, now the town of Windsor, in 
Broome county, New York, she accompanied the mission, and 
was regarded as " a very good sort of woman, and an extraor
dinary interpreter in the Iroquois language." She resided at 
Onohoghgwage until the time of her death, which took place 
in August, 1757, and was buried at that place. She was much 
lamented by the Indiana. Her Indian name was W ausaunia. * 

SAMUEL DIGBT 

OOCUPIED a position of great J~~~/,f:' 
in11uence and high respecta-
bility among the lawyers who practised at the bar of Oumber
land county prior to the Revolution. His comurlBBion as an 
attorney-at-law in "his Majesty's courts of record" in that 
county, was dated the 23d of June, 1772. The only appoint
ment which he held under the province of New York, was that 
of commissioner to administer oaths of office. This he received 
on the 18th of February, 1774. He was present at the affray 
which occurred at Westminster on the 13th of March, 1775. 
At the inquest which was held on the body of William French, 
who was shot on that occasion, he, with four others, was de
clared guilty of his death. The eonduct of Mr. Knight hnme-

• Joul'llall GeD. Co'IU't ._ U.y, pM1im. M38. in oftice Bee. State :M-. 
:Maa Hiat. CoiL, iv. &'r: lL 148. Biog. Mem. of Rev. John Williama, pp. 84, 118. 
Hitt. Welt. :M-., i. 168. Doc. Hiat. N. Y., iii. 1088-1046. Hoyt'a Indian Wars, 
pp. 196, 199. 
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diately after this event, is desc1ibed ia a. ~note to tM.t m.oet 
entertaining We, by the Ho.u. D~iel P. ThoiQ~P. ~tid«\ 
" The Rangers ; or the Tory's Daughta:." Th9 fac.-e wr.rrate~l 
in this foot-note rest on the authority of "a,n aged apd disO... 
guished early settler." of V ~t, and e.re. giv~ in ll.~ own 
words :-"I have heard Judge Samuel Koig~ ~ibe the. 
trepidation that~ a portion of the comm~, Wlilel\ ~ 
the masaaere, a.ncl 011 the rising of tbe surro~4iPg· ~, 
they came to leaJ:'ll the excited state of the ~. Jle, 
related how he a.nd another member of the b~ (&.~ I 
think, who waa afterwards attorney-secretary of Nova Soofiia,) 
hurried down to the river, and finding there. &; bo~ (6Uch ~ 
waa used in those times fo,: carrying seines or· neta at the shad; 
and salmon fish~groWids, which were frequent on both si<k. 
the river, below the Great Falls),. they paddled ~Velf
across, and lay IWl day under a log in the. pine for• opposite: 
the town ; and when night came, went tQ Parson 1fe.asendeo's,. 
at W a.lpol~ and obtained a horse ; so that, by riding aqd. tyina. 
they got out of the country till the storm blew over, when 
Knight retwned to Brattleborough." 

From Westminster, Knight went to Boston, and thence to the 
city of New York, where he arrived on the 29th of March. 
On his return to Brattleborough in the course of the following 
summer, he resumed his professional duties, but does not appear 
to have ~en any very ac;tive part in the struggle between 
Great Britain and: the colonies. When V erJll.ont w~ ded~ 
a separate and independent state, he strenuously favore<l. th&, 
jurisdiction of New -r ork on. the " Grants," &Jld. strove. to effect 
a reco'nciliation between the contending parties. In the s.upply, 
bill p~ed by the L9gisla.ture of New York on the.4th of No-, 
vember,. 1778, £60 were voted to him as o. reimbursement of 
his " expencei in attending upon the Legislat,ure, on the busi. 
ness of quieting the disorders prevaPling in the. north-eastem. 
parts of this state." Satisfied, at length, that New York wonl<l 
never be able to maintain her claiJll. to the "Grants," he became. 
an open supporte~ of the government of Vermont. , He after:
wards removed to Gui1ford,.aJ1d in the year 1781 waa appointed 
a justice of the peace. Owing to the discontent· of some of the. 
citizens of that portion of the state, who believed him to be in
fected not only with sentiments favorable to New· York, but 
with Tory principles, he was suspended froQJ office by the 
Council on the 12th of April of the same year. He was rein-
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stated on the 25th of October following. He occupied the posi
tion of first judge of Windham county during the years 1786, 
1794, 1795, and 1801, and presided as chief justice in the 
Snpreme court of the state from 1'789· to '1793. In his· "De
seriptiv& Sketch of Vermont," Dr: John A. Graham observes 
of Judge Knight :-" He was bred to the law ; is a gentleman 
of great abilities ; and has rendered many essential services to 
his fellow-citizens, but, I am sorry to add, they have by no 
means been recompensed as they ought to be. To Mr. Knight 
that celebrated line of Pope may trnly be applied, 

•·• All hOIUIIt mu. '• the noble.t work of God.'•• 

LUKE KNOWLTOlr. 

LUKR KNOWLTON was born in Shrewsbury, Worcester county, 
Massachusetts, and was married to Sarah Holland, who bore 
him three sons and four daughters. He removed to Newfane 
in the year 1772t where he lived until the time of his death, 
which OCCUlTed on the 12th of December, 1810, at the age of 
seventy-three years. The third charter of the township of New
fane was granted by the government of New York on the 11th 
of May, 1772, to Walter Franklin and twenty others, most of' 
whom were inhabitants of' New York city. On the day follow
ing, the charter was conveyed to Luke Knowlton and John 
Taylor, of Worcester county, Massachusetts. The town was 
organized on the 17th of' May, 1774, and on that occasion 
Knowlton was chosen town-clerk, and held that post for sixteen 
years. He was town representative ia the General Assembly 
of Vermont in the ye&rs 1784-, 1788, and 1789 ; a member of 
the Council from 1790 to 1800, inclusive; a member of the 
constitutional convention in 1793 ; and a judge of the court of 
Windham county from 1787 to 1793. 

In his "Letters from Vermont," John Andrew Graham 
refers to Mr. Knowlton in a very complimentary manner, in 
connection with a few remarks relative to Newfane. " This 
town," the writer observe, "owes its consequence in a great 

• The Rangen, i. 92, 98. N.Y. Guette, Monday, April loth, 1776. Graham'• 
Letten, pp. 109, 110. IAWB of N.Y .. 1777-1783, Holt's ed., p. 4.7. Doo. Hut. 
N. Y., iv. 1022. 
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measure to Mr. Luke Knowlton, a leading character, and a man 
of great ambition and enterprise, of few words, but poeaessed 
of the keenest perception, and an almost intuitive knowledge 
of human nature, of which he is a perfect judge. This gentle
man, owing to the particular method in which be bas transacted 
business, has obtained the appellation of Saint Luke. Young 
.Mr. Knowlton is a practitioner at the bar. He is modest, inge
nuous, and master of abilities that give a fair promise of his 
becoming a most valuable citmm. Saint Luke is the owner 
of much the best and most elegant bqildings in the place." 
Calvin Knowlton, the young man referred to in this extract, and 
a son of Luke Knowlton, graduated at Dartmouth College in 
1788, and was educated in the law. He adorned his profession 
by his learning and ability, and his worth was acknowledged 
by all who knew him. He died on the 20th of January, 1800, 
aged thirty-nine years. 

On the 12th of September, 1780, Luke Knowlton was fur
nished by Gov. George Clinton with an introductory letter to 
the New York delegates in Congress, and soon after visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of urging upon Congress the ne
ceeeity of settling the controversy between New York and V er
mont. The result of his mission has been stated in another 
place.* Previous to the year 1784, Mr. Knowlton gave in his 
adherence to the government of Vermont, and became a citizen 
of that state. In the division of the 180,000 which New York 
received from Vermont, on the accession of the latter state to 
the Union, Mr. Knowlton received 1249.53, on account of the 
losses be had sustained, by being obliged to give up lauds 
which be had held under a New York title. 

It is much to be regretted that so little is known of the life 
of a lnan of the ability of Luke Knowlton. The Hon. PauL H. 
Knowlton, who resides at the village of Knowlton, in the town
ship of Broome, C. E., and is a member of the Legislative 
Council of Canada, possesses no records of family biography 
relating to his enterprising and intelligent grandfather. t 

• See IJfiU, pp. 881, 181. 
t Thompeon'a Vt., PVt m p. Ill&. Graham's Deeeriptin Sketch of Vt., 1'797, 

p. 108. Doo. Hilt. N. Y., iv. 1024. 
An 1e00unt of the eonduot of Luke Knowlton during the be in which the 

British in Canada were endeavoring te'Obtain ~on of Vermont, and of the 
euepiciona which thia conduct excited, ia given in the lbtch of the life of 8-ulua. 
wa....., 
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.JOSEPB LOBD 

OF Putney, by comm188tons dated the I' fdt.l ...loQ 
16th of July, 1766, was appointed second 1"7~ 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, and a justice of 
the peace for Cumberland county. These commissions were 
renewed on two subsequent occasions, and he was continued in 
office until the commencement of the Revolution. He was also 
appointed by a writ of ddimvu8 po~ a .commissioner to 
"swear all officers" chosen in that county, and held the office 
until the 14th of April, 1772. Respecting his abilities, there 
are no means of deciding; but of his uprightness and candor, 
as a man and as a judicial officer, there can be no doubt. A 
few months previous to the time for appointing judges in the 
year 1772, Mr. Lord was desirous of withdrawing from the ser
vice of the province. In his letter to Governor Tryon, dated the 
29th of January, he declared his reasons for wishing to retire, 
in these words :-" I, being now arrived at the sixty-eighth 
year of my age, and attended with the infirmities common to 
advancing years, such as great deafness, loss of memory, dim
ness of sight, and at times, a paralytic 'tremor in my hands, &c., 
which disqualifies me for the full, free, and perfect discharge 
of the offices of second judge of the Inferior court of Common 
Pleas, and justice of the peace, which I have sustained in the 
county for several years last past-and having a desire to retire 
from public business and spend the remainder of my days in a 
calm retirement therefrom, and concern myself in nothing else, 
but doing good to my numerous family and neighbors, ·and 
praying for the KING, your Excellency, and all others the 
King's officers, and prepare for a glorious IMKORTALITY-there
fore humbly entreat your Excellency to appoint some other per
son to said offices in my room and stead." 

Having been informed that his colleague had tendered his 
resignation, Judge Chandler wrote to Governor Tryon, begging 
him to continue J ndge Lord in office in the next commission, 
and suggesting the propriety of rewarding him for his past ser
vices--especially for his efforts in quelling a disturbance in 
which the inhabitants of Windsor had been engaged-by grant
ing to him some of the " unappropriated lands" in the province, 
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which the late Gov. Benning Wentworth had conveyed to him
self, the title to which, by a subsequent resolve of the present 
Governor and the Cou.ncil of New Hampshire, had been de
clared void. Previous to this time, the court had been consti
tuted with three judges. A fourth was added in the next com
mission, and Judge Lord was continued, but with the under
standing that he was to take only " as little share of the burden 
of the office" upon himself as ehottld be agreeable to him. 
"His ExceUency," wrote Governor Tryon, in a letter dated the 
8d of April, 1772, " desirous of retaining in office the most re
spectable persons in the county, could not think of appointing 
any person in your stead." The little that is known of this 
worthy magistrate is BO favorable, that a natural regret arises 
at the absence of the data which might supply the detaila of 
his life, character, .and service~.* 

~ nn" /h ~ --z:::- lim prominency of the 
- W !' ~ ~.d'ld~ part home by this indi-

vidual in the affray at 
Westminster, has given his name a notoriety. Of the man 
himself little is known. William Paterson is said to have been 
of Irish and Scotch descent, and is supposed to have been bom 
in Ireland. Following in the train of his friend, Orean Brosh, 
he removed to Westminster in the year 1772 or 1773, and in 
October of the latter year received from the Council of A~ 
pointment of the province of New York the shrievalty of Cum
berland county, which office he held until the authority of Great 
Britain ceased to be recognized on the "Grants." Of the man
ner in which he conducted at the "Westminster Massacre," an 
account has already been given.t In his history of the" Ame
rican Loyalists," Mr. Sabine, in closing a sketch of the eventB 
of March 13th, observes of Paterson :-" That he was very 
much in fault, in the transactions which connect his name with 
the sad deeds here brieft.y considered, hardly admiCB of a 

• Doe. Hilt. It Y., iT. tl'l-'llt, tea..,.._ 
t Set_, p. 118. 
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doubt, and appears as well from the statements of the Loyalists, 
as from the report of the Whig committee." After suffering 
imprisonment in the Court-house at Westminster, until Sun
day, the 19th of March, he, with several of his friends, was 
placed in charge of a body of the Whigs, who guarded him to 
Northampton, where he was again placed in confinement. 
How long he remained at Northampton does not appear, but 
he did not obtain a :final discharge until the 22d of November 
following. It would be pleasant, could we tear aside the veil 
of oblivion which shrouds his history in obscurity, or explore 
the recesses in which are buried those little data, which, were 
they all gathered, would reveal more fully the transactions of 
his life. But the veil appears impenetrable to mortal eyes, and 
the very locality of the recesses we would explore is yet· to be 
determined. 

CIIARLE8 PBBLPS, 

BON of Nathaniel Phelps, was r:\ 
bom at Northampton, M888a- (~~~ 
chusetts, on the 15th of August, · -~ 
1717, and was educated in the 
profession of the law. He married Dorothy, a daughter of 
Hezekiah Root, of the same place, on the 24th of April, 1740, 
and afterwards removed to Hadley, where he resided for many 
years. In the charter of Marlborough, which town was the 
third on the New Hampshire Grants granted by Gov. Benning 
Wentworth, his name appears as one of the original grantees. 
This charter, which was dated the 29th of April, 1751, was re
newed on the 21st of September, 1761, and again renewed on 
the 17th of April, 1764. On the last occasion, power was 
given to Charles Phelps to call town meetings, and the name 
of N8UJ Marlborough was substituted for that of Marlborough. 
But the prefix, although used by the Phelps family for a time, 
was never received with favor. In the year 1764, Mr. Phelps, 
with his family, removed to Marlborough, for the purpose of 
commencing a settlement on the lands which he held from 
New Hampshire. On learning that the King, by an Order in 
Council dated the 2~th of July, 1 i6!, had established " the 
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western banks of the river Connecticut" u the eastern bmm
dary line of New York, he applied to the Governor of that 
province, on the 15th of October, 1765, for a charter ;OOnfi.rma
tory of the charter of Marlborough, and renewed his application 
in October of the following year. It does not appear that his 
request was favorably answered. Notwithstanding this failure 
to secure the title of his lands, he was convi.aced that the New 
Hampshire Grants were now within the jurisdiction of New 
York, and henceforth became a subject of that province. Re
siding on the " Grants" at a time anterior to the establishment 
of any of the forms of government within its bounds, aad hav
ing been instrumental in obtaining the patent for Cumber:tand 
county, he grew up, as it were, with this first division of tbe 
disputed te1·ritory, labored for its benefit, and 1inally received 
as his reward the lion's share· in the bitter fruits of its over
throw. After suffering by fine, imprisonment, confiscation of 
property, and banishment from Vermont, on account of his 
devotion to New York, he at length took the oath of allegiance 
to the former state. His feelings, howelter, underwent but lit
tle change, and until _the day of his death, he retained the 
strongest antipathy against the government which had been 
the means of destroying his own happiness, and rendering his 
household the abode of sorrow and insanity. 

His eccentricities, which at first were neither many nor 
strongly marked, were not reg~U"ded with that leniency 
which would have tended to make them less the objects of 
notice. On this account, and by reason of the snft"erings which 
his attachment to New York induced, his peculiarities increased 
with age. Between the years 1770 and 1772, at the expense 
of the proprietors of the town of Marlborough, be built a kind 
of log barn near his dwelling, to which he gave the name of a 
meeting-house, but it was never used as such, except by his 
own family. The causes which led to his dismissal, and that 
of his son Timothy, from the church, are not known. At the 
bar, Mr. Phelps is said to have been intolerable, by reason of 
the length of his pleadings. The four hours allowed him by 
the court would often bring him to the threshold only of his 
argument, and he was frequently obliged to atop without touch
ing upon the merits of the case. 

When, in the year 1775, the people residing on the eastern 
side of the Green Mountains evinced their hatred of oppression 
by their acts at Westminster on the 13th of March, Mr. Phelps 
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approved of the course then pUI"8ued, and, inasmuch as revolt 
from British domination, and opposition to New York ell!&e
tione, were ar that time deemed identical in spirit, since the lat
ter was tile result of the former, he exerted hie influence in 
resisting the encroachments of despotism, and in endeavoring 
to establish a new order of things. Bot when New York had 
thrown off her allegiance to Great Britain, and had entered 
into the war of the Revolution with a spirit 88 determined as 
that displayed by her sister colonies, he acknowledged her juris
diction, and uniting with the majority of the inhabitants on the 
"Grants," oft'ered hie services for the good of the thirteen colo
nies, as a citizen of New York. For nearly two years, senti
mente like these respecting the authority and jurisdiction of 
New York prevailed on the " Grants," and he is a bold and an 
uninformed man who would dare to 888ert that, previous to the 
year 1777, or even during the first half of that year, the people 
were in favor of a separ~te state. 

On one occasion, Mr. Phelps, with a eingnlarity of behavior 
not easily to be accounted for, was engaged in a scheme to effect 
the annexation of Vermont to :M888&chueetts. Of the truth of 
this statement, the evidence is 88 follows. In a deposition made 
by Phineas Freeman, at Marlborough, on the 19th of January, 
1788, the deponent testified that in the latter part of J nne, 
1779, Char~ Phelps set out from that town with the avowed 
object of going to Bennington, for the purpose of consulting 
with a committee of Congress who were to meet there, and pre
senting to them the claims of New York to the disputed terri
tory of the "Grants." The deponent also stated, that in a con
versation which he held with Mr. Phelps previous to hie depar
ture, Mr. Phelps declared that "he did not act out of good will 
to the state of New York, but to throw the people of Vermont 
into confnsion ; that hie ultimate design was to procure the tet
ritory of Vermont to be annexed to the Bay state ; that he 
looked upon the authority of New York as composed of ae cor
rupt a set of men 88 were out of hell ; that he abhorred them 
88 much 88 he did any set of men on earth ; that he would 88 

soon come under the Infernal Prince 88 under the state of New 
York) and would 88 soon put manure in hie pocket as a com
mission from New York." · 

Bot this episode in the history of lrls attachment ttl New 
York did not long continue. When, in the summer of 1779, 
the friends of New York in Cumberland county determined to 
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petition the LegWature of that lltaoo fGr relief from the numeroas 
iaconveoienoeB by which they were &UI'I'Ounded, he was ch68ell 
to bear their memorial to XingMoa. Thence h: was deputed 
by the IAigialature to carry the eame document to Philadel
phia. Of the IDUlner in which he occupied the five weeb 
which he apent in that city, IOlDe opinion may be formed from 
a letter written on the 7th of October, 1779, by John Jay to 
George Olinton, and entrnated to PhelJ)* u he wa about to 
leave Philadelphia on hia return. That the craftinees and volu
bility which chancteriaed him as a lawyer, should have been 
«.pparent at thia seeming crisis, is not at all remarkable. " Yon 
will reeei ve this by llr. Phelps," wrote Jay, "of waoee fidelity 
to New York, I have a good opinion, tho' I cannot approve of 
all JUs manooovree to serve the staoo on due ocOMion. He ap
pears neither to want talenta or seal, but the latter ia not always 
according to knowledge, and the former carries him aometimee 
into finesse. One of the New Hampehire delegates told me 
that Phelps, in order to eo gage him againat Vermont, endea
vored to pereoade him that New Hampahire ftad a right to a 
number of townships in it ; and he further told me, taat on 
comparing note. with the llaeeachoaetts delegatee, he found 
that Phelps had been playing the eame game with them. This 
story he told me in the pre6eoee of some of the :Me.achnsetts 
delegates, who smiled and were silent. I have never eaid any
thing of this to Phelps, because it could have answered no good 
purpose, and I mention it to yon, 88 a circnmatanee which 
marka the man. He has, however, by talking on the subject 
with everybody, done good. In my opinion, hie expenses 
.hould be paid without hesitation, and be showld be so tre&tled 
ae to go home in perfect good humour with the Legislature, for 
whom he now professes great regard and esteem, and I believe 
he ia aiooere in his attachment. :Men o( his tum and talk are 
always neefal, when properly directed. It ia afely dOBe [in 
his case] by enoooragiDg the good opinion he 8Uitains of hJs 
own importmce." 

In one ol the lettera which Kr. Phelps wrote while iil Phila
tilphia, he detailed to Governor Clinton the argumeotll which 
he w.s in the ha'bit of employing. in his attempts M: proselytism 
among the membere of Congress. A.motlg other statements 
which he made was the following:----" I endeavor," he wrote, 
"to induce them to believe the trnth that if Oongte!B don't 
immediately intcrpoee, thMO " ·ill be a great effl'lsiOft of blood 

Digitized by Coogle 



STB.BMUOUS OP1'081TI0111' TO VDIIONT. 683 

118 soon as I return home ; and that if it should be so, all the 
world will know at whose door it will be charged by all Ame
rica." To his efforts, however, was due the paeuge of ~rtain 
resolutions, the effect of which it was geoerally expected would 
be to bring the controvel'By to an end. Though this result was 
not effected, yet it cannot be doubted that, at the time, the in
fluence of .Mr. Phelps as an old-fashiODed lobby-member, was 
greater than that of any of the other ~ta who were interested 
in the management of this question. That he fully estimated 
the value of his own services, appe&l'B from the application 
which he afterwards made to the Legislature of New York for 
additional pay. If the state would "give even a common 
scavenger as much as his pocket expense," he argued that he 
certainly deserved well for conducting " mattel'B of such great 
weight, delicacy, and consequence," with so much skill ·and 
perseverance. His petition was read in the Assembly on the 
14th of February, 1780. A few days later, the committee to 
whom it was referred reported contrary to ita prayer, and the 
.A.eeembly refuaed to grant the extra allowance. Notwithst&oi
ing this disappointment, .Mr. Phelps still remained faithful . to 
New York. In a letter to Governor Clinton, dated the lst.of' 
September, 1780, he asked for advice with reference ro the 
course he should pursue towards his neighbol'B who differed 
from him in opinion. He even went so far as to propose the 
expediency of taking fon or fl. ve of them prisoners, and coo
fining them at Kingston, in order to be avenged upon "th.e vile 
V ermontel'B" for the suft'erings they had inflicted upon the 
Yorkel'B. Referring to the influences which had been exerted 
against the new state, he declared that he and his sons had 
"done more to overtu.m" it, than all the people l'eBiding in that 
vicinity. Alluding to the manner in which his service~ had 
been received, he stated that twenty thoaeand dollam would 
not make good the losses he had suffered. 

Con tinning in this manner a strenuous opposition to V ennoo.t., 
despite the privations which it incurred-sotfering of\eo from 
the pnnishmente which generally followed disobedience to dle 
laws-engaging not unfrequently in peJ'IIODal conAicts with the 
sheriff or his deputies-Yr. Phelps, althoa~h he might have 
yielded the contest with honor, since New York wu unable to 
support her authority in Vermont, persevered in the coW"Se he 
had chosen, with a determination to pursue it even to the end. 
In the montl1 of June, 1782, he received f'rom New York the 
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appointment of justice of the court of Oyer and Tenniner and 
General Jail Delivery, and of justice of the peace and of the 
quorum, for Cumberland county. At the same time, he w 
commissioned to swear all officers, both civil and military, who 
should serve in that county. James Clay and Hilkiah Grout 
were appointed his colleagues in the latter po ition, but up to 
the lOth of July following, according to his own declaration 
they had refused to administer to him the oaths of office on 
account of the fear in which they stood of the indignation of 
the majority of the people. With the honors of these new 
appointments clustering thick upon him, .Mr. Phelp ima!rined 
himself almost invincible to any power which his oppon n 
might employ against him. But the revelation of the m nth 
of September, 17 2, at which time Tim thy Church, Timothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans, and William Shattuck, wer deprived 
of their property, and banished from the state for treaso , and 
when Charles Phelps escaped a like punishment by flight-the 
revelations of that month, even if the le u of previous ears 
had been of no avail, should have taught the "violent Y rker' 
that the time had come when the minority hould yield t e 
majority-when factions opposition backed by the auth :rity 
of Grotiu and V attel, should cease-when the law of nati n 
should give way before the" Great Jehovah" d ctrine of Ethan 
Allen, and the principles of right succumb to the force which 
could render, not only the town of Guilford, but every ther 
place within the limits of Vermont inhabited by a Y rk r 
"de olate a Sodom and Gomorrah." uch, however wa<. far 
from being the immediate results effected by the d cree of r .. 

Having obtained an appointment as agent for his fellow-suf
ferers in Cumberland county, Mr. Phelp et ut for P uo-h
keep ie, just in time to e cape the seizure and puniahm nt to 
which a number of the most prominent upporters of the juris
diction of New York were subjected, in the month of ~ pt m
ber, 1782. llaving reached Poughkeepsie, he vi ited Gil'l"cnlOr 
Clinton, and, aft r remaining in that town a few weeks dis
clo ed to his Excellency his intention of proc ling to Philadel
phia. Convinced that hi presence would be of but little 
at the seat of government, the Governor endeavored t di ;;u, 
him from going. But his arguments were of no avail and 
Phelps stnrted on the journey, without lett h w v r, f, r th 
Governor· had refi1sed to write by him, lest the ew York dele--
gates h0uld suppose that he favored tho mission. nth 
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of the 8th of October, he had " the satisfaction" of being heard 
for " hvo or three hours, with very little interruption," before 
the committee of Congress, to whom the subject of the contro
versy had been referred. It was at this period, and probably 
during this visit, that he prepared and presented for the '' conside
ration of Congress and the impartial world" a "state paper," en
titled "Vermonters Unmasked," in which he called the atten
tion of all the states to the danger to which they were exposed, 
if the "audacious precedent" of dismembering states should be 
established, in consequence of the act of usurpation of which V er
mont had been guilty, in depriving both New York and New 
Hampshire of a portion of their lawful and acknowledged terri
tory. 1lany other points were largely discUBBed in this produc
tion, and the whole argument was supported by copious extracts 
from Grotius, Puffendorf, V attel, and other civilians. 

But while thus engaged, his destitution was so great at one peri
od, that fears were expressed lest he should starve or freeze, before 
measures could be taken for his relief. Soon after his arrival in 
Philadelphia, James Duane, then a delegate from New York, wrote 
to Governor Clinton in these words:-" Mr. Phelps baa arrived, 
and I believe his eloquence will be well employed. He has op
portunities. His singularity draws attention, and he overflows 
in the plenitude of his communicative powe:rs. He is, however, 
terribly distressed ; without cloatbs fit for the seaeon ; without 
money or credit to pay for his board ; and leaning on the scanty 
support which the exhausted purses of your delegatee can afford. 
What is to be done for him ¥" To the inconveniences which 
he bore, and to the manner in which he was supported while 
at Philadelphia, reference is made in the letters of the New 
York delegatee to Governor Clinton, in words few but graphic. 
" As Mr. Phelps brought no letter," wrote Ezra L'Hommedieu, 
on the 23d of October, " we concluded he did not come by the 
Governor's approbation. However, I believe he has been of 
some service, though some trouble to us; and having no money, 
he depends much on charity at present. I conclude we shall 
be obliged to advance money to get him out of town, though 
he will not go till he knows the determination of Congress." 
On the 5th of November, the same gentleman, in another com
munication, said :-" Mr. Phelps has been fortunate in getting 
most of his living for nothing. The President's steward is an 
acquaintance of his, and Mr. Hanson gave him a general invi
tation to come and eat with Mr. Philips. He cannot, however, 
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get out of town without an advance of mt>ney, which I shaD. 
likely be obliged to make." 

Under the sanction or Governor Clinton, WiRiam Sbattnei: 
and Henry Evans, two of the banisheti Yorkers, had gone to 
Philadelphia, snd there were now three pertona in tkt eity 
instead of one, depending fOr support on the New York del~ 
tion. ~What will be done for the 808tenance of the deputies 
now here," wrote James Duane, on tae 15th of November, "I 
know not. On a consultation with MF. Roosevelt, it is agreed 
to borrow for them one handred dollars, and draw· on the state. 
If this plan fails, it is more than pre:bable they will loae their 
liberty, as they have already done their property, for it is out 
of my power to aid them."' Two days later, another commDDi
cation from M'r. Duane eootained these words :-" The dian... 
of Phelps having been brought to a crisis, we had no choice 
but to borrow for his and his unfortunate companions" snpporL 
This we did not Tentnre on, till after- a consultation with lfr. 
Roosevelt, and hie promise to support m, and his opinioo. that 
onr conduct must be approved. :Mr. Wadsworth, on the first 
intimation, advanced one hundred dollars on our bill& on your 
Exceltency, which will, we hope, be sntficient to relieve iheee 
unhappy poople, whose visit has given us infinite tronble ud 
uneasiness." In a letter written on the 18th of November, :Mr. 
L'Hommedieu, referring to the loan that had been eft'ected, 
said :-" It will be necessary that Mr. Phelps have some of chis 
money to enable him to leave town, which I believe will be in 
a few days." But Mr. Phelps could not be induced to depari 
until the decision of Congress should be made known. On the 
5th of December, this consummation of his wishes was attained. 
On that day, CongreB8, by a resolution, ordered the inhabitantB 
of the New Hampshire Grants " claiming to be an independent 
state" to make "full and ample restitution" to all who had snt 
fered by their proceedings since the 1st day of the preceding 
September, and· announced their determination to " enforce a 
compliance" with this command. Four days later, :Mr. Phelps 
set out from Philadelphia with dispatches to Govemor Clintoo. 
He reached Marlborough early in January, 1783, bat to hie 
sorrow found that as little attention was paid to the resolves of 
Congress, as had been paid to the edicts of New York. 

About this period, and at the age of sixty-five, he married a 
second time, his first wife having died in the year 1777. 
During the year 1783: i.e did not dare to remain ~larly at 
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home, for fear of his roes. In the latter part of tne year, ha:v-
ing become especially obnoxions, the decision of tB& oourt, ren
dered in September, 1782, which had oover beeo executed 
against hitn, wae revived, and on the 4th of JannMy, 1784, he 
was thrown into the jail at W eetminster; ad was soon after 
removed to Bennington, that he might be more securely 
guarded. Here he was kept l1Dti1 the 28th of Febru.My f<>llow
ing, when be was released by an act of the Legislatn:re. A few 
days after his eBlargement, a committee to. whom the subject 
had been referred, recommended the- adoption of a bill direct
ing the sale, at public vendue, of' so much of· the esfia.te of 
Charles Phelps a& should amount to 8110, fur the purpose of 
defraying the eoets of his p:roseootion. A bill to thi!J effect was 
brought in, but was laid over until the next session of the 
Legislatnre, and was never again reTived. An DDSUccessful 
attempt wa& also made at the session· ia Febmuy, 1784, by 
Joseph Tucker and sixteen others, who had been engaged in a 
skirmish with the Yorkers, and had been partially defeated, to 
obtain reimbursement out of the property of :Mr. Phelps, for 
the pecuniary loeses they. had incurred in their unfortunate 
undertaking. 

Although, in these two instances, Mr. Phelps- was treated 
with a leniency, which, judging from the previous conduct of 
the government of Vermont towards him, oould hardly have 
been expected, yet· his possessions were not, on this account, 
deemed les& the property of the state. To Micah Townsend 
and Nathaniel Chipman had been.entrnsted the dutyof•revising 
the laws of Vermont. On the 6th of March, 1184, they pre-. 
sented to the General Assembly a statement of the terms on· 
which they would accept of their appointment. Among other· 
provisions, they required an order from the Assembly, directing 
Col. S. R. Bradley to deliver to them "such book& of Chal'les 
Phelps, Esq.," as would assist them in their· deliberation&. 
They also asked to be paid for their· services out of Mr. Phelps's 
library, the choice of books being left with them, and the ap
praisement of the books being made by p81'80D8' acquainted 
with their value. If the library should be iru.ufficient to satisfy 
their demand, or should be restored• to Mr. Phelps by the state, 
or redeemed by him, they agreed to reeeive their oompensati.OD 
in hard money. These proposals were received with favor, ..0 
were immediately emboElied in the form of resolutions, and 
adopted. In October, 1784-, Mr. Phelps-wearied by the. an-
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noyancea to which he was conatantly subjected on account of 
his adherence to New York, satisfied that further resistance 
wu neeleea, and unwilling to strive longer in a contest, the 
fruita of which were bitterness only-petitioned the General 
A.aeembly of Vermont for a fnll pardon, and a reversion of the 
sentence by which his estate had been declared confiscate. In 
their report upon his petition, the committee took oeca&ion to 
allude favorably to the effort& he had made in behalf of Ameri
can independence, and recommended an aiirmative aoawer to 
his prayer. In consequence of this coun&el, a bill, entitled 
"An Act pardooing Charles Phelps, Esq., of Marlborough, ia 
the county of Windham, and restoring to him all his estate, 
real and penonal," became a law of the state, oa the 26th of 
October, 1784. 

Protected by the government which he had so long opposed, 
Mr. Phelps now endeavored to regain poeeeseion of his property 
by every legal and proper means. It was for the purpose of 
usisting him in procuring a weapon, which had been taken 
from him at a time when it was feared he would use it in 
opposing the officers of Vermont, tJlat Governor Chittenden 
addressed to Maj. Josiah Boyden a letter, of which the follow
ing is an exact copy :-

" Arlington, 30th of Dec'r. 1784. 
"Sir.-In persnance to an act of Assembly, put Last octo

ber, ordering that all the property of Cbules Phelps, Which 
had been Taken from him on account of his opposing the athor
ity of this State and Not disposed of for the Benefit of the State, 
Should be retnmed to him on Sartain Conditions, Which Con
ditions has been Complyed With on hie Part, you are therefore 
directed to Deliver to the s'd Charles Phelps His Sword, if you 
have the Same in your Hands, and the Same has not been Sold 
or disposed of by athority, for the Benefit of this State. 

"I am S'r your H'bl Serv't, 
THO'S CHITTENDEN. 

" Maj'r Boyden." 

Busied in striving to Testore lais estate, and in searching for 
facta, constructing arguments, ~md preparing documents to in
duce Congress to make good their resolutions of the 6th of De
cember, 1782, he pused the remainder of his days. He died 
in April, 1789, in the seventy-third year of his age. Though, 
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by oath, a citizen of V ennont, he never eould divest himself of 
his etipatby agaiiJ8t !hat state; and in spirit remained even 
11Dto the en~ flnnly attached to the government and jw18dio
tion of New York. 

or the genealogy or the Phelps family the following piD"ticn
lars have been preeerved. The name was anciently spelled 
PltyUYPJJM, but hu been always pronouneed Phelp8. After 
the time of Edward VI. the snperftuous letters 1tere dropped. 
The family has bee& eatabli8hed for a number of centuries in 
the county of Stafford, England. John Phelps, who dwelt 
upon the Nether Tyne in England, the son of Francis Phelps, 
who died in the reign of EdW'ard VI., left with other ieane at 
1m decease in 164:1, Anthony, WILLux, and John. This family 
6pp01J00 the high-church and prerogative plll'ty of StrafFord and 
Archbishop Laud. John Phelps became private secretary to 
Oliver Cromwell, and in the print which has been preserved of 
the trial of Charles I., is represented as serving in the capacity 
of clerk of the oonrt on that occasion.* 

W ILUAJI' PHELH, was one of the fim settlers of Dorchester, 
lfaseaehuaetts; about the year 1630. Thence he removed to 
Windsor, Connecticut, in the lat1er' part of the year 1~, and 
was one of the "principal planters" of that town. He is 
included by Trumbull, in his History of Connecticut, in the list 
of preminent men " who undertook this· great work of settling 
Connecticut," and is designated by the same authority as one 
of "the ciru &'ftd religious fathen of the colony." The eeBBion 
of the first court convened in Connecticut, was held at New
town, _on the 26th or April, 1636. Of this court William 
Phelps was a judge. He was a man of large influence, was 
mneh employed in public business, held the position of a ma
gistrate, and was honored by the title of Mr., a distinction 
which but few at that day enjoyed. He died on the 14th of 
July, 1672. The death of his wife oecnrred on the 80th of An· 
gnat, 1689. He left five sons, William, Bamue~ NATHANIEL, 
Joseph, Timothy, and one daughter, Mary. Three of these 
ehildren were born in England, one in Dorchester, and the two 
yonngest-Timothy and Mary-in Windsor. 

NATHANIEL PHELPS, son of WiH.iam, was born in England; 
removed to this country with hie father ; married Elizabeth 
Copley,t a young widow, on the 17th of September, 1650; 

• Pictorial Hilt. England, Harper's ed., 1849, iii 377. 
t A de10eadant of the family of thia Elizabeth Copley became Lord Bigh-

44: 
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was one of the fil"8t settlel"8 of Northampton, M8888Chusetts, 
about the year 1655 ; was highly respected as a deacon in the 
church; and died on the 27th of May, 1702, leaving "a good 
estate., The death of his widow occurred on the 6th of De
cember, 1712. Their children were Mary, hom at Windsor in 
1651, who was the wife of Matthew Clesson; NATHANIEL, 
born at Windsor in 1653; Abigai~ hom at Windsor in 1655, 
who was the wife of John Alvord, and who died in 17'56, aged 
one hundred and one ye&l"8 ; William, hom at Northampton in 
1657; and Mercy hom at Northampton in 1662, who died 
young. 

N ATH.ANIEL :PHELPS, son of Nathaniel the deacoa, married 
Grace Martin on the 27th of August, 1676, and died on the 
20th of June, 1719. His wife, at the time of her marriage, 
was a young woman who had recently come from England. 
She was a person of great resolution and perseverance, and was 
withal a little romantic. She has been highly praised by her 
descendants. Her death occurred on the 2d of August, 1727. 
Their children were NATHANIEL, hom in 1678; Samuel, hom 
in 1680; Lydia, hom in 1683, who was the wife of Mark War
ner; Grace, born in 1685, who was the wife of Samuel Mar
sl!all; Elizabeth, born in 1688, who was the wife of Jonathan 
Wright; Timothy, who removed to Connecticut; Abigail, born 
in 1690, who was the wife of John Laughton; and Sarah, hom 
in 1695, who was the wife of David Burt. · 

NATHANIEL PHELPS, son of the second Nathaniel, married for 
his first wife, Abigail Burnham, about the year 1716, and for 
his second wife, Catharine, daughter of John King of North
ampton. His death occurred on the 4th of October, 1747. 
His first wife died on the 2d of January, 1724, at the age of 
twenty-seven. His second wife, at the time of her marriage 
with him, was the widow of a man named Hickock of Durham, 
Connecticut, who had died without children. After the death 
of Mr. Phelps, his widow married for her third husband, 
Gideon Lyman. Mr. Phelps's children by his fil"8t wife were 
CHARLES, born on the 15th of August, 1717 ; Nathaniel, hom 
in 1721; Ann, who was the wife of Elias Lyman of Southamp
ton, Massachusetts ; and Martin, born in 1723. His children 
by his second wife, were Catharine, hom in 1731, who Wti.B the 

Chancellor of England, by the name and title of Lord Lyndhurat, on the 80th of 
April, 1S27. 
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wife of Simeon Parsons ; Lydia, born in 1732, who was the 
wife of Ebenezer Pomroy; John, born in 1734, who lived in 
Westfield, Massachusetts ; and Mehitable, born in 1736:.. who 
died young. . \ 

CHARLES PHELPs, to a sketch of whose life this notice has 
been mainly devoted, was the eldest son of the third Nathaniel. 
Of three of the sons of Charles, namely, Solomon, Charles Jr., 
and Timothy, an account will be found elsewhere. The other 
children of Charles Phelps were Dorothy, Abigail, Lucy, John, 
and Experience.* 

SOLOMON PHELPS. 

SoLOMON, the first son of Charles Phelps, was born in the year 
1742, and was entered a freshman at Harvard College at the 
age of sixteen. On graduating in 1762, he applied himself to 
the study of the law, and having removed with his father to 
the New Hampshire Grants, was commissioned by Governor • 
Henry Moore, on the 31st of March, 1768, an attorney·at-law, 
and was authorized to practise as such in "His Majesty's courts 
of record to be holden in and for the county of Cumberland." 
At the breaking out of the war he embraced the cause of the 
colonies, and during the period in which the inhabitants on the 
" Grants" acted in concert with the people of New York, 
served as a member of the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county. Being well versed in the Scriptures, and possessing 
an hereditary oratorical capacity, he served as a-preacher at 
Marlborough during the summer of 1776. In the year 1779 
he received the degree of M.A. from his Alma Mater, which 
fact alone, judging from the qualifications which were then 
necessary to render a person eligible to this rank, affords good 
evidence of his abilities. But unhappily his life was darkened 

• MS. N arratin of Phelps family. MS. Letters from the Hon. J. H. Pbelpe. MS. 
Hist. Marlborough, by the Rev. E. H. Newton. Journals of Congre1111, pamm. Doe. 
Hist. N. Y., iv. 996-1002. George Clinton Papers, in oftlee See. StateN. Y •• ToL 
viii doe. 2649; vol :D. doe. 8JS9; vol xvi. doee. 4647,4796,4797, 4828, 4842,4866, 
4867, 4868. Journals Gen. A.M. Vt., Feb., 1784, pp. 24, 27, 42. 48, 47, 60, 62, 68; 
Oet. 1'784, pp. 28, 83, 86, 40; June, 178.5, p. 47. Slade's Vt. State Papen, p. 494.. 
Trumbull's Hiat. Conn., i. 64, 68, '70. Holland's Hist. Weat M1111., ii 246. 
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by the obecuration& of i.neaaity....., dieelle which, .-..tler it M 
of the mind or of the body, ie · &1nioet certain to manifeet ita 
decta upon both. On one occuion he atllempt.d to beat oat 
his brains with the head of an axe, and succeeded ill breakiag 
in hie aknlL Hie life ,_ a&Ted by tJoeP"'U"ng. h 1De year 
1790 he ended his life by catting Ide throat with & ramr. 
When diacovertMI he wu lyiag iB a lot, betweea two 1Mmloek 
logs, and to aB appearance had beea some time d..L • 

• 
OlUBLE8 PIIELPS nt., 

THE second aon of Charles Phelpe, wa1 hom in the year 17 4:4, 
and bore the name of hie father. Like his brother Solomon, 
he W88 edncat:ed in the proCeBBion of the law, ad l'eeeb'ed his 
eommiBBion u an attomey from Governor Tryoa of N ftW' York, 
on the 22d of July, 1771. Although he afterward& removed to 
Hadley, M81!8aehuaett8, yet he ever contiDned to manifest a 

• · deep interest in the atfain of the New Hampahire Grants, and 
on several occaeione afforded &BBietanoe to his father and bro
thers, when the rage or party violence had driven them from 
their home!, to seek refuge wherever they could find it. Bia 
oontemporarie! in legal practice were John Worthington of 
Springfield, J oeeph Hawl4ly of Northampton, Oliver Partridge 
of Hatfield, Josiah Dwight of Westfield, ad John Ashley of 
Lower Honsatonic. An account of Mr. Phdpa's farm and reai
dence, whieh the Rev. Dr. 'limothy Dwight describes aa "the 
most desirable po88e88ion of the 881Ile kind and extent," within 
his knowledge, may be i>nnd in the travilla of the latter gentle
man in New Engla.ad aDd New York dnriDg the year 1796. 
Mr. Phelps died in Hadley, on the 4th o£ December, 1814, 
aged seventy years. t 

• MS. m.t. Marlborough. Am. Areh. Fourth Seriet, ToL iii. ooL 1830. 
t Dwilld'• Tnnll ia New: EDslaad IIDd Ney York.i. t67. Hollucl'a BilL 

w.t....,i.lu.. 
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01 Timo~ Phelpe, . J?. · 
~-thirdrae:;.: · ~«;r.J·u~·.~lfl •. ·. · 
little temai.ns to . \le 
aaid in addition to 
what has been alrea4y recorded in tbe ~ pages. He 
•as born on the ~5th of Janu~y, 174:71 and at the age of seven
. teen reiDQved with his. father and brothel'& to the UDSettled wi}.. 
deme&&e& of the New. HIUDpshire G~t;a. His servioes as a 
f&tmer were especially valuable at thia periocl, aDd upon him 
dev-olved, in a great. de~ the mtmag$11ent ,.nd eultivation 
of the lands of the new .abode. Of weM energy of character 
and steadfastness of opinion, his attachment to the government 
of New York having become once fixed, reJ)lained constant· and 
unyielding. In his ~orti to enforce it& laws, he often met with 
the roost determined resistance, and was not unfrequently OVeJI

powered by the number aad force of his opponent& Ou the 
6th of June, 1782, he received from the Council of Appointment 
of the s~te of New York, the shrievalty of Cumberland county. 
Armed with the power of this office, before whieh he imagined 
the vehemence of party rage and the lawleBSnees of party tri
umph would cower, he ~de&vored to exercise his authority 
within the limits of Vermont, and against men who 1coffed at 
the government under which he ftcted. The decision of the 
trials of September, 1789, in Windham county, marked him 
with'the taint of treason, rendered him for a time a prisoner, 
confiscated his p0118essions, banished him from the state, and 
forbade his return on pain of death. 

Emboldened by the resolves of Congress, passed on the 5th 
of December of the same year, he returned to his home, was 
cast into prison at Bennington, and there remained in confine
ment for nearly five months. Although he afterwards became 
a eitizea of Vermont, yet he was. never able to transfer to the 
adopted atate the feelings of loyalty which he entertained 
towards New York, and could not be brought to ackbowledp 
hil obligation to maintain pecuniarily, or otherwise, a govern
ment which had deprived him of his possessions, summnded 
him with sorrows, ud rendered his life miserable and unhappy. 
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Continued reflection upon his troubles, served in a measure to 
waste his mental energies, and the effects of this condition, com· 
bined with the natural eccentricity of his disposition, disordered 
his intellect, and left him a melancholy prey to the gloomiest 
forebodings concerning his temporal welfare. The fact, also, 
that there had been no "atonement made for that blood that was 
wantonly shed" on " the confines of Guilford," when Silvanus 
Fisk andDanielSpicer were killed, seemed ever to disturb him, 
and there is still preserved a curious letter, written by him, 
dated at Marlborough, May 28th, 1812, and directed to the 
grand jury of Windham county, in which he adjured them, in 
the most solemn manner, to investigate the circumstances at
tending those deaths, and denounced upon them terrible retri· 
bution, in case they should fail to attend to his appeal. He 
died at Marlborough very suddenly, in the seventy·first year 
of his age, on the 3d of July, 1817, and was buried in that 
town. 

Timothy Phelps married Zipporah Williams on the 6th of 
June, 1775. Their children were John, who was bom on the 
18th of November, 1777, and who died on the 14th of April, 
1849, at EJlicott's Mills, Maryland ; Charles, who was bom on 
the 13th of September, 1781, and who died on the 19th of 
November, 1854·, at Cincinnati, Ohio; Eunice, who was born 
on the 8th of May, 1783, and who died on the 14th of Decem· 
her, 1811, at Marlborough, Vermont; A ostia, who was bom on 
the 11th of September, 1788, and who died on the 25th of 
May, 1850, at Townshend, Vermont ; and Timothy, who was 
born on the 6th of J nne, 1792, and who died of yellow fever in 
September, 1822, near Natchez, Mississippi, on board of a 
steamer from New Orleans. 

:NOAH SABill 

. ; /1 ·~ WAS born at Reho. 
; ~ both, M8888Chusetts, 

on the lOth of No. 
vember, 1714, and was the only son of Noah Sabin, of that 
place. Becoming religiously disposed in early life, he was de
signed by his father for the ministry. To this disposition of his 
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talents the son refused to accede, but for what reason is not 
known. In the year 1768, at the age of fifty-four, he removed 
to Putney, and at the :first election of town officers, held on the 
8th of May, 1770, was chosen town-clerk. On the 14th of 
April, 1772, he was appointed judge of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas of Cumberland county, and justice of the peace. 
Previous to the affray at W estmin.ster on the 13th of March, 
1775, Judge Sabin opposed in every practicable manner the 
attempts of the people to interfere with the management of the 
courts. His extreme conscientiousness led him to adopt this 
course, for he knew that he had received a commission from 
the Crown, and felt that his oath of office bound him, at the 
least, not to offer resistance to the government of the mother 
country. After being taken prisoner on this occasion, he was 
confined in the Court-ho-use at Westminster for a few days, was 
then carried to Northampton, and afterwards to New York 
city, where he was imprisoned. It is said that he was subse
quently tried, and upon being honorably acquitted, was sup
plied by Governor Tryon with clothing and ample means to 
return home. He was absent more than a year. 

Regarded as a Tory in principle, and as a secret favorer of 
the cause of Great Britain, he was for a time subjected to many 
annoyances. Soon after his return, William Moore, Daniel 
Jewett, and Moses Johnson, committee men of Putney, accom
panied by a party of their friends, armed with swords, went to 
his house, ordered him to mount his horse, and · follow them. 
Obeying their commands, he was conducted to Westminster, 
where he was placed in the jail. Many were the threats used 
to intimidate him during this transaction. His imprisonment, 
however, lasted but a day. In the evening, the door of his cell 
was opened, and he was allowed to return home. On his 
death-bed, Moore, who had been the principal actor on this 
occasion, sent for Judge Sabin, confessed with tears the abuses 
of which he had been guilty, and besought forgiveness. On 
being assured that his request was granted-" Now," said he, 
"I can die in peace." Fearing that Judge Sabin might be in 
communication with the enemy, he was confined to his farm by 
an order of the committee of safety, passed in the year 1776, 
and permission was given to any one to shoot him, whenever 
he should be found beyond its limits. So bitter was the hatred 
towards him at this time, that one of his neighbors, a man 
zealous for the liberty of the colonies, and for the destruction 
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of their foes, watched for him with a loaded rifle, as he afte. 
wards acknowledged, in the woods adjoining the Judge's houee. 
prepared to shoot the despised Loyalist, should he veutnre be
yond the prescribed lines. But this treatment, though. it might 
tend to suppress the outward manifestation of his principles, did 
not avail at once to change them. A certain Solomon Willard, 
who had been a soldier under Governor Tryon at the time of 
the burning of Norwalk, having returned to Vermont at the 
close of the war, had again taken up his residence in the &tate. 
Although a Tory at heart, yet he submitted to the existi.og 
laws, and acted like an American citizen. In his conversati.onl 
with this man, it is said that Judge Sabin often declared tba&; 
th~ British troops had not treated the rebels with half ~ 
severity they deserved, and expressed his opinion, ~ every 
place reftiSing to acknowledge the authority of the Crow• 
should have .suffered the fate of Norwalk. · . , 

The prejudices against him springing from these causee, 
affected the minds even of the members of the church at Put
ney. Not being an original member, he was refw;ed the privi
lege of occoasional communion with them. This fact appeu& 
by the annexed extract from the church records :-

"Putney, Dec. 7, 1778. The church met and took under 
consideration the request of Noah Sabin, Esqr., of occasional 
communion with this church, and came to the following vote, that 
it was best, all things considered, not to receive him at present. 

"J. Goonnu~:, .Moderator." 

He was afterwards on the 29th of April, 1781, admitted by 
vote to full communion, and was known as a " most stable, 
consistent, and useful member." 

In 1781 he was elected judge of probate for Windham county, 
but on the 12th of April, in the same year, was suspended from 
office in order to satisfy the complaints of many who believed 
him to be dangerous as a Loyalist. He was reinstated on the 
25th of October following, and it is believed continued in office 
until the year 1801. Judge Sabin was a man of uncommon 
powers of mind. He was cool and considerate in his purposes, 
and sound and discriminating in his judgment. His counsels 
were often sought and were generally safely followed. For the 
period in which he lived his education was superior. It is 
asserted with confidence that when the charter for Putney wu 
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~btained;. ·he· W¥ the olllj peno~ in .the town poiJMI8d of suf.. 
1icient skill to deoi~ the peeuliel' .chirography in which~ 
inatrumeot waa wr:itteo. Ia his religi0\18 character .he was up
right, ai.oa.e, and. eot~soientiously true tn his profeesionjt.. It 
might be. aaid of lWn tJu¥; ·he wee ~arkably ~tive as a 
Ohriatiau, *' it ia well known that when the people were desti
tnte of a miaister, the dutr of eonducti.ng tbe exercises of their 
religious aaeemblies ueually de-,olved oo hiD.\. Al~ugh a.t the 
first atl'dllgly attaclled oo the Crown, and for aome tin).e after the 
commencement of the Bevolntion undecided as to tlle course he 
should take in the struggle between the colonies and the mo~ 
coantry, his e.ympathiee were aubsequendy ~don the side 
of the formet, and no ·truer patriot was to be found than he. 
Upon retiring from oiiee and active life, the remainder of his 
days was marked by ac:ts of piety towards God and benefioonoo 
to mankiDd. He died on the lOth of March, 1811, at the 
advauced age of niDety..U years.* 

SON of Noah Sabin, 
was born at Reho
both, l£aasachusetts, 
on the 20th of April, 
1750, and removed 
with his father to Putney, when be was about eighteen years 
old. He held the office of register of probate for Windham 
county, from 1791 to 1801, and from the latter year Qtil 1808 
was judge of probate, in which station he succeeded hie father. 
He was early elected a j aatice of the peace, and filled the oftiee 
for nearly half a century. He represented the town of P11tney 
in the General .Assembly during the yean 1782, 1188, 17a., 
1785, and 1787. His death oeeurred at Putney on the 5th of 
December, 1897, in the eeven~hth year of hia age. From 
an obituary notice, written soon after hia deceaae, the following 
passages are taken :-

• MS. Letter from ReT. A. F08ter of Putney, April 6th, 1861. Doo. Hiat. :N Y., 
iT. 1022. s.. ..,., pp. an, ne. 
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"Judge Sabin W8l a man of I!OUild mind, of a placid temper, 
and manifested upon all occasions that urbanity of deportment 
which commanded the love and -respect of his acquaintance. 
He was an early settler of the town [of Putney], and ever took 
an active interest in ita civil and religions concems. He wu 
more than forty-seven years a magistrate, and sustained for 
many years the office of judge of probate, and other offices, 
with honor to himself, and with naefnlnees to the public. He 
discharged the duties of office with such finnnees and fidelity 
as to escape with a much lees share of censure than is common 
in like cases. 

" As a Christian, he appeared humble and unostentatious, 
steady and uniform in his principles and practice. He seemed 
always to love religion, and to be governed by a sacl'ed regard 
for its doctrines and duties. It appeared to be his stay in the 
closing scenes of life. He was resigned to the will of God and 
ready to depart at His bidding. He was willing to be absent 
from the body, and to go to be present with the Lord."* 

PAUL Sl'OONEB 

l?fJ. .i'J wAB for many yean 
~ ~~--- actively engaged in 

'/',.,., '- · advancing the inte-
rests of Vermont, and 

enjoyed the fullest confidence of the people of that state. He 
was a member of the Council from 1778 to 1782, when he was 
chosen lieutenant--governor of the state. In this position he 
was continued until the year 1786. He was a j ndge of the Su
preme court in 1119, 1780, and from 1782 to 1788. During 
the years 1781 and 1782 he served as judge and register of 
probate for Windsor county. In the year 1779 he was the 
town-clerk of Hartland in Windsor county, and having subse
quently removed to Hardwick, in Caledonia county, was chosen 
the first clerk of that town in 1795. During the yeai"S 1797, 
1798, and 1799, he represented the citizens of Hardwick in the 
General Assembly of the state. Of the respect with which the 

• Brattleborough .M-ger, »-mber lllt, 18t'l, voL vi. No. 4.7. 
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early officers of Vermont were treated, the following incident 
affords a good ex&mple. On one occasion the Rev. Elisha Hut
chinson, the first minister of Pomfret, Vermont, was preaching 
a sermon at Hartland, in a private honse, when Mr. Spooner 
entered the room. Pansing in the midst of his discourse, the 
reverend minister informed his audience that he had " got about 
half through" his sermon, but as Governor Spooner had come 
to hear it, he would begin it again. . Then turning to a w~ 
man who sat near him, he said, " My good woman, get out of 
that chair and let Governor Spooner have a seat, if you please I" 
Mr. Spooner was accommodated, and Mr. Hutchinson repeated 
the first part of his sermon, much to the edification, it is sup
posed, of those who had already heard it.* 

JONATHAN STEABNS. 

PmoR to the Revolution, Jonathan Steams was engaged in the 
practice of the law in the eastern portion of the New Hamp
shire Grants, and was generally regarded as a man of ability. 
In an account presented at New York on the 5th of May, 1775, 
by some of the officers of the court, it was stated that he " was 
in the unhappy event that happened between the pos86 of the 
county of Cumberland and a body of rioters," at W ~bninster, 
on the 13th of March previous. In company with Samuel 
Knight, who was also a lawyer of that county, " he happily 
escaped the fury of the mob and went immediately to Boston." 
On his arrival in that city, "General Gage advised him to 
repair to New York with the utmost expedition, to give infor
mation to government of t1te state of the county." He reached 
New York on the 29th of March, and having presented an ac
count of the affray, of which he had been a partial witness, 
was reimbursed the expenses of his journey, to the amount of 
£718s. He subsequently removed to Nova Scotia, and was 
attorney-secretary of that province.t 

* Deming's Cat. Vt. Ofticen, p. 7 6, et paaim. 
t Council :Minutes, in office Bee. State N. Y., 1766-17R8, UTI. 4815. The Ban· 

gere, by D.P. Thompeon, ii 98. See .,.ee, p. 874. 
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~ ~J ~HZ/ ;:~ um~ ~ 
tbele page. aa a ~ 

tponcleat -of Gov. George OtilltOD, d.arvea en be bela ia » 
mem.ltr.aDCe u o.e .ef th01e worthy f&tbers of V ei'IDOII&, whoee 
ater1iag ~e8 8Dd wUdom, aacl indomi1ahle ~ eaned 
oat ad lhaped tZe d6atiny ol that 11D11Je, ami4 IC8D88 of COD

"V111Birm at home aod abroad. The Udlsenee 'Whicll he exer-
cised and the service wlrlch be reridered, at .a period· in the 
state's history when education was at a low ebb, though not of 
that bold and dazzling kind which charactemes the deeds of 
military heroes, and on which oontemporary historians so often 
delight to seize to spice their pages, and keep alive the momen
tary excitement, were valuable and duly appreciated by those 
engaged with him in perfecting the organization of Vermont. 
Though in principle and habit an emphaticallover of peace, 
he waa a sincere patriot, having the true interests of his coun-
try deeply at heart. · 

Henry Townsend, the first of the family who settled in Ame
rica, came from England to Long Island previous to the year 
1687. His son Micajah Townsend having married Elizabeth 
Platt, their sou the subject of this notice was born at Cedar 
Swamp, Oyster Bay, Long Island, on the 13th of May, 1749, 
O.S. After pursuing the studies commonly taught in elemen
tary schools, and others under the guidance of a neighboring 
clergyman preparatory to a collegiate course, he entered at the 
age of fourteen the college of Nassau Hall in Princeton, New 
Jersey, during the presidency of Dr. Elihu Spencer. At the 
end of four years, having completed the usual course of acade
mic studies he proceeded Bachelor of Arts on the 8th of Octo
ber, 1766, and during the presidency of Dr. John Witherspoon 
proceeded Master of Arts on the 5th of October, 1769. On 
leaving college in 1766, he immediately commenced the study 
of the law, in the office of the Hon. Thomas Jones, a distin
guished barrister and attorney in the city of New York, and 

' subsequently a justice of the Supreme court of the .province of 
New York. Having continued this pursuit for the term of four 
years, he was admitted to the practice of the law on the 6th of 
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April, 1770, by a ooDlllliMion under the hand and aeal of 
the Hon. Cadwallader Colden, lieuieunt-govemor of the 
colony. 

Soon after hia admieaion to the bar, he anabliaDed himeelf in 
hie prot.ion at the White Plaimt, in W eatcheater . eonnty, 
where he remained until after the commencement of the war 
of the Be\'Oiutklo. Attached by conl"iction and by principle 
to the eaoae of the celonies, he freelylem .his eii'OIU to advanee 
that eause. lie Bel'Veci u clerk of the W .tcheater eoaty ecnu,. 
mittee of Mfety, ad oa tlae ~of June, 1'1'16, w88 appointed 
to the command of a company of militia in thM county, COD

taming fifty men, iaoluding oifieers, which had beea railed • 
defeat tile machinations of the Teriee. who aboUDded. m that 
region. On the 96th of July following, he was ordered te tU:e 
poet at the mouth of Croton :riveP, llllti oontinuea on daty ia 
and about that loeality lllltil the end of· OctoBer. On the night 
of the let of NoTember, it beoame mdeot to Geaeral W aah
ington, that the British were preparmg to tab pG888Uion of the 
height& in the neighborhood. of the White Plains, which he 
then held with hie troops. In order to gain a more secm.re ·p<» 
tion, he broke vp hie camp, and• havi11g previously aet fire to 
the homes in the White Plains and the neighborhoodt removed 
his fo:rces to a more monntainona region, in the vicinity of 
North Castle. The destruction of the village where J&e had at 
first entered upon the aetive ·duties of life, was oORbtleBB the 
immediate caoae which led M~. Townl&lMl to seek in the inte
riol' of the country a reeidenee less exposed to the disturbauoea 
of that exciting period. Removing to tbe beautiful village of 
Brattleboi'Ollgh, he was soon sorrounded by friends, and on the 
15th of August, 1778, mamed Mary, a daughter of Col. Sa
muel Wells. 

In the controvel'lly which at thia time raged with peculiar aai
moeity in the 80llth-eastem portion of V ennont, Mr. Townsend, 
at the fuM, sided with the eupportel'll of the New Y Ol'k jnriedie· 
tion, and was in conetaRt communication with Govemor Clin
ton. 1I'1t1 letteJ'8, extracts from whicn haTe beea givea in the 
body of this work, were always prepared with accuracy, ex· 
preeeed _in well-chosen language, and engroeeed m a chiro
graphy of eingnla'l" beauty• He w• &eqliiMitly tlllir88ted -with 
the oond11et of important negotiation& between the proriDeial 
government of New York and its eupporten in Vermon*, 8lld 
never failed ·to perform hie duty in a manner which gave tDe 

Digitized by Coogle 



709 BlSTOBY OP U8TDIIf VEBKONT. 

completest satisfaction. In the supply bill pUeed by the Legis
lature of New York on the 4:th of November, 1778, the sum 
of £60 wae appropriated to him, in p_ayment of his " ex
pences in attending upon the Legislature, on the business of 
quieting the disorders prevailing in the no~ parts of 
the state." 

The ebare which he had taken in military aft'airs while at the 
White Plains, had secured for him the enmity of the Tories 
who infested that part of the country, and, when oceaaion 
oft"ered, they did not fail to clothe this feeling in d~ In the 
year 1781, having obtained permission from Governor Clinton 
to visit Long leland, he performed the journey, but in a letter 
to the Governor, written at Fishkill, on the 16th of May, 1781, 
while on his way home, he informed his Excellency that he had 
met with abuse in the city of New York from the Westchester 
refugees ; had been " once carried before his Worship," the 
British mayor of that city; and had been obliged to take a dif
ferent route on hie return, to avoid his " old enemies," who 
were lying in wait to take him. " A thousand pounds," said 
he, " would not tempt me to a similar visit." 

Having come to the conclusion, after an honest and careful 
review of the circumstances, that New York would never be 
able to substantiate her claim to the New Hampshire Grants, 
or to enforce her laws in that district, he took the oath of alle
giance to and became a citizen· of Vermont. In the practice 
of his profession, though not distinguished as an eloquent advo
cate, he possessed, what was of more value than eloquence, the 
estimation of the community for integrity. By reaeon of his 
legal attainments and the soundness of his judgment, he wae 
esteemed the first lawyer in the state, and during the twenty
four years of his residence in Brattleborough, his practice was 
successful and profitable. At this place, his children, five 
daughters and three sons, were all born. In the year 1781, he 
was chosen judge and register of probate for Windham coun!J', 
and held those offices until the year 1787. 

The constitution of Vermont, which had been established by 
a convention on the 2d of July, 1777, wae never submitted to 
the people for popular discussion, lest in those critical times, 
when unanimity wae the only strength, its consideration should 
create disunion. Having been acted upon, ae an~ 
for eight years, it wae found to admit of so many practical 
abuses that its revision was regarded as imperative: This duty 
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devolved upon a council of censors, who were chosen from the 
ablest· men in the state for this specific purpose, and of this 
conncil Micah Townsend was the secretary. Their sessions 
were held at Norivich in June, 1785, at Windsor in September 
and October following, and at Bennington in February, 1786. 
All the members of this body, doubtless, participated in the dis
cUSBions of the various points embraced in the work they. had in 
hand, and justly shared in the honor of the labor. But their 
secretary alone, could mould and shape the honest but crude 
suggestions, into the clear and explicit form of legislative pro
cedure. The discriminating acumen acquired by his legal 
education, gave him an ability in drafting judicial and legisla
tive documents, which was then as important as it was rare, 
and was duly appreciated by such men of his associates as the 
Hon. Messrs. Marvin, Robinson, Mosely, Walbridge, Marsh, 
Jacob, and Hunt. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Townsend was called to fill the office 
of secretary of state, under the administration of the Hon. 
Thomas Chittenden, and was continued in that station by annual 
election until 1788. While occupying this position, his habits 
of promptitude and regularity enabled him, by reforming the 
looseness and confusion which had prevailed in the department, 
to establish system and order. By these means, access to the 
records was rendered easier, and the facilities for the dispatch 
of' business were increased. 

Pending the controversy between New York and Vermont, 
Micah Townsend was, on the lOth of July, 1784, arrested in the 
city of New York, by Seth Smith, "solely for his officiating in 
the line of his duty as clerk of the county court of Windham 
county," and was obliged to give bail in the sum of £2000 for 
his appearance. The matter having been laid before the Gene
ral Assembly of the state, an act of indemnity was passed at 
the next seBBion of the Legislature, by which commiBBioners 
were appointed to sell lands in the state of Vermont, belonging 
to citizens of New York, nntil money enough should be raised 
from the sales, to reimburse Mr. Townsend all the expenses 
consequent upon his arrest. 

For domestic reasons Mr. Townsend resigned his state secre
taryship in 1788, much to the regret of all persons connected 
with the government. On tendering to the Legislature the 
seals of his office, the event was noticed by the Honse in the 
following complimentary resolution:-
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• In General Aasembly, 911Jt o.bar, 1788. 
·-

" R~ that this Hoaae having aeeefl4*l t'he resignation 
or Mieah TOWDIMmd, Eeqr., late 8ee~tary of this State, feel 
themselves obliged to expraB the wannelt sentiments of grati
tude to that gentleD1811, for the :fi.deMty rmd skill with which he 
has discharged the duties of his laid oftloe. That it is with m
luetance We OOllleDt that 8D oftioerof slat& or :hi& ingenions ac
complishments, which have been so faithf\ally allfl t& sd general 
Mtisfaction exerted for the public good, should so MOll ratlrd 
from the station be· has filled lrith ad~ to the state, llld 
honor to hitnaelt'." 

His serviCM were rendered with greet ftdellty, &nd were left 
to the judgment of those for whom he. labored, witltoot· any 
subsequent effort to bring them into notice. The estimation ia 
which they were held by a man whose memory 'lriU ever be 
fresh in the :heart& of the inhabitant& of Vermont; d'o:rds addi
tional evidence of their value. " Ia the year 183S, I was in 
:Middlebury," writes his BOD, the Rev. Oimou Towneend, "and 
called upon the Hon. Nathaniel Cbipmt.n, liB etwl'ly friend of 
my father, f1'0Dl whom I learned the high estimation in which 
he was held for his integrity. the clearnEll!& of his intellect, and 
his legal attsinmenbJ. This opinion he iHuetrated by saying, 
' The state of Vermont would this day have been far wiser and 
richer could lhe have retained his services &om the time o{ his 
resignation to the present, at a •sl.y of tea thoaund dollars 
per unnum.' " 

He now retired from all public· business to the bOMm of his 
family, residing stili in Brattleborougl! until the year 1801, 
when be dispcllaed of his estate at that place to the· Thm. Royall 
Tyler, and with his family dwelt in Guilford for one year. In 
~ spring of 1809 he removed to the township of Farnham, 
Lower Canada, where a grant of land had been made hy the 
British g<m!mment of twelve hundred acres to eaeh of the 
etdldren of Col Smmel Well&, as a compensation for the 1088e8 
sustained by their father during the revolutionary 'W&l'. He 
lived here in.Jeltlirement, de'V@ted to domestie and religious du
ties until1816, when he changed his residence to Clarenceville, 
that he might spead the evening of his life with his son, the 
Rev. Micajah Townsend. Although fur· many years he had 
intended not to engage again in public lmsinesB', yet as his 

Digitized by Coogle 



REVIEW OF HIS OJJ.ABA.arER. 705 

health was good and his faculties unimpaired, he yielded to 
the solicitation of the people to ~ake himself useful among 
them as a justice of the peace, and from the Governor, the Earl 
of Dalhousie, he received the appointment of judicial commis
sioner for the trial of small causes. At length admonished by 
the infirmities of age, he resigned these offices, and filled up his • 
time in gardening, reading, and meditation. 

In the year 1831 he was called to part with ihe faithful wife 
of his youth, who died on the 27th of June, at the age of 
seventy-one, in the peace ant;! joy of Christian hope. To her 
he had been united for more than half a century, and he 
mourned her lOBS with deep sorrow and a chastened submission. 
Her departure was regarded by him as a solemn premonition 
of his own decease, at no distant period, and this presentiment 
was soon ·verified, for he survived her but ten months. About 
the middle of the following spring he was attacked with chills 
and fever, and on the 23d of April, 1832, his mortal life termi
nated at the age of about eighty-three. 

He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and, according 
to the certificate of lodge No. 2 of the province of New York, 
was elevated to a Master Mason's degree on the 14th of June, 
1770. His moral character was marked for its trnthfnlness, 
integrity, justice, and honesty. His mind was stored with va
ried and extensive knowledge. His style of writing .was plain, 
cl888ical, and elegant. His business habits were characterized 
with system, order, and correctness. His disposition was mild, 
amiable, and forgiving. His personal deportment was dignified 
yet untorbidding, and his manners graceful, polished, and gen
tlemanly. For the last thirty years of his life, his daily prac
tice was to retire for an hour at twilight for meditation and 
prayer, and yet his personal piety which Wl\8 thus sustained, 
and was further evinced by a constant attendance on public 
worship and communion in the Episcopal church, of which he 
had been from youth a member, was of a meek and un
obtrusive character, commending itself more by deeds than 
words. 
· Though his physical activity was abated by age, his bodily 

health was unimpaired, and his sight and hearing, and appetite 
for food and sleep undiminished. His mental powers, upheld 
by the habit of reading, had lost but little of their vigor, and 
he could compose and write with his customary ease and per
spicuity up to the time of his last illness. His remains were 

45 
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deposited by the aide of tlloee of his wife, in the cemetery « 
the pariah of St. George, OlarenceTille, Lower Oanada. * 

Tu name of Amoe Tute appeam first 11 cannected with the 
settlements bordering the banks of the ConnectiCut river, in a 
mlliter roll of " company of r&llger& coinJlUUleled by Oapt. J ohD 
Bnrk, who w~ ata1Woed at Hinsdale'• Fort, ia the year 176'1. 
He Wll one of the earliest Whabitama of the town of V emou, 
and, for the period in which he lived, wu a maa of wealth and 
inftuence. In the year 1765, 1lra. Jemima Howe, who was ~ 
terwarda known • the "Fair Captive," was taken priloner by 
the Indians, and carried ro Canada. On her :rotnm abe became 
the wife of Mr. Tate. In 1768, Mr. Tnte, by a oommisai011. 
from Cadwallader Colden, Lieutenant-governor of the province 
of New York, wu appointed, on the lfth of Ap~ a coro
ner for Cumberland county, and held that office until the 
breaking out of the revolutionary war. The inquest on the 
body of William French, who was shot at the W e.tminster 
Massacre, was held before him, and his name appeara on the 
paper which declared the result of this inveatigation. 

To those curious in epitaphic lore, the followiag inlcriptiOil 
may not prove uninteresting. It is copied from the atone which 
marks the grave of his son Jonathan, in the burial ground at 
Vernon, and waa probably compoeed by the Rev. Bunker Gay, 
of Hinadale, N aw Hampshire. 

Here lies cut down like unripe Fruit 
A Son of Mr Amos Tute 

• Many of the facta contained in thia notice were supplied by the ReT. OlaaB 
l&ajah To1Vli88D.d, of Carenaeville, Lower Canada, the ooly mrvi~ lOB ~ 
Jlicah To'WJ188nc!. The other 110urces COII8Ulted are, the George Clinton Papem. 
in N. Y. State Lib., TOI. Till. doc. 118'7; TOL :di. doc. 11'718. PetitiollS in oilloe 
S. State li. Y., s:u:ili. 10i. lournal N. Y. Proy. Cong., L 1101, 141, 'fH, 91il; 
ii 464. Lava of N. Y., Holt'e eel, 1'1'1'1-1'183, p. 4'1. Barber'• N. Y. BiR. Coil, 
eel 1841, pp. 463, 598-601. Journal Gen. .A& Vt.., Oct. 1'184, pp. 13, !19. Wil
baml'e mat. Vt., ii. 262. Slade'• Vt. State Papere, pp. 491, lill, 616, 681. Dem
IDg'a C.. Vt. Ofloen, ptmim. 
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And ~ Jemima T11te hia Wife 
Call'cl Jonathan of Whose frail Life 
The days all Summ'd (how Short th' Accowa~ 
Scarcely to fourteen yean Amount 
Bom on the Twel¥eth of May Was He 
In Seventeen Hundred Sixty Three 
To Death he fell a helpless Prey 
April the Five & Twaticth Day 
In Seventeen Hundred Seventy Seven 
Quitting this World We hope for Heaven 
But dlo his Spirits fled on High · 1 

Hia body mould'ring here muft tie 
Behold the amazing alteratio~ 

Effccuw,l hy JnoculatiOB • 
The Mc.m improv'd his LifC to Save 
flurr'ed hiPl headlong to the Grave. 
Full in the Bloom of Youth he fell 
Alas What h\Uilall Tongue can tc11 
The Mothcn Grief lw AoguiJh Show 
Or paint the Fathen bc.vier Woo 
WhQ now no nat'ral ofiTpring has 
His ample Fortune to poifdS 
To fill his Place Stand in his Stead 
Or bear his Name When he is dead 
So God O~'d.llb Ways are Juft 
Tho Empires Crumble into Duft 
Life and the World Mere Bubbles are 
Set loofc to th~(e~ for Heavca p~parc. 

In the IIMUne grave-yard are deposited the mortal remains of 
Ama~ Tute. Ilia JtlemorW is in these words :-

In Jlemory of 
'Mr. Amoe Tute, 

who died April 1 'lth 
1 t90 i• the eoth 

year at his 
4ge. 

W m I JO ~ w 1ltJaeh tAl POZ. 
Or fi'1IIIP the ~ .ttl. my Spa 
I mu~t bt ~rttl by ,., IOVl 
The Mind's tlu 1tandard of tlu 

Jlan. 
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By his will Mr. Tnte devised " a certain tract or farm of land, 
situate and being in Brattleborough," for the use of the schools 
in that town.. 

ROYALL TYLEB. 

U NDBB the colonial gov
ernment of Massachu
setts, the Hon. Royall 
Tyler, who resided in 
Boston, held several sta
tions of distinction. At 
that place his second 
son, the subject of this 
notice, was born, " in 
the ne~hborhood of 
Faneuil Hall," in the 
year 1758, and was at 

first called Wil
liam Clark Tyler. 

his father, the 

~:) name of ~. -was changed by 
an act of the Gen
eral court, and at 

the mggeetion of his mother, to Royall Tyler, and under this 
name he entered Harvard College, at the early age of fourteen. 
While at this institution, he evinced a fondness for study and a 
readiness of apprehension which gave him a high position 
among the members of his class. His collegiate career was 
disturbed by the war of the revolution, but in spite of inter
ruption he maintained an honorable standing, and on gradu
ating in 1776, received the usual degree of B. A., and the ap
pointment of valedictorian. In the same year the B. A. degree 
was conferred upon him by Yale Oollego, as an honorary dis
tinction. He proceeded Master of Arts at his own Alma Mater, 
in 1779, and received the same degree from the University of 

• Acta and IAwa or Vt.., 17M, pp. 88, 34.. 
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Vermont in 1811. In 1802, he was chosen a member or' the 
corporation of the latter institution, which position he held until 
1813, and was professor of jurisprudence in the same seminary 
of learning from 1811 to 1814. 

Soon after leaving college he studied law with Francis Dana 
of Cambridge. During the war he served for a short time as 
aide-de-camp to General Lincoln, and was engaged in the same 
capacity in the years1786 and 1787, "when that officer com
manded the military force of Massachusetts, called out to sup
press the rebellion of Daniel ShayB." "He was also deputed 
by Governor Bowdoin to the government of New York, to 
make atTangements for the delivery of Shays and his adher
ents to the authorities of Massachusetts, should they escape to 
that state." For the purpose of conducting similar negotiations 
with the government of Vermont, he was sent to the General 
.Assembly of that state, during the month of October, 1786. 
His energy and enterprise in this emergency were of great 
value in leading the neighboring states to take efficient mea
sures in preventing the rioters from receiving external aid. 
After spending the years of his early manhood in the practice 
of the law, not only in Boston but in the neighboring towns, he 
removed to Vermont, and married Miss Palmer, the daughter 
of an old and valued friezad. Becoming . a citizen of .Brattle
borough, he, in 1801, purchased the residence of Micah Town
send. His abilities as a lawyer and a man of learning were 
already extensively acknowledged, and he soon numbered 
among his friends many of the most able, polished, ~d social 
gentlemen of his adopted state. 

In 1796 he was appointed state's attorney for Windham 
county, and held the office until the .rear 1800. He presided 
as side judge of the Supreme court of Vermont from 1801 to 
1806, when he was chosen chief' judge. This position he re
tained until the year 1812. Party strife and ill health com
bined were the causes which prevented him from being chosen 
to fill this office for a longer period. From the year 1815 to the 
year 1821 he was register of probate for Windham county, and 
~his, it is believed, was the last public station he was called to 
occupy. An idea of the. originality of his style and manner 
in arguing a case, under circumstances calculated to produce 
embarrassment, may be gained from the following anecdote, 

At a court held in. Newfane, he undertook his first case after 
he left the bench. He had not practised for a long time, and 
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~y of the la\ltyer& a& the bliP had never heard him llddt'ef!B a 
jmy. At tle period tef~rted ~, the disea88 of •hkh he died 
-a aoeer oa the leA side of the DOlle, near tM eye-.eaued 
him to wear a patch of black silk on his lac~ whieh 4id net 
leDd to improve 1rls appeuanee. The ease was one 6f impor
tance, involving tile property of hie ~lient, a eertain )b; RicJJ.. 
&rdaon. The opposing eo1m11el, in presenting their pleas, made 
frequent N&ections upon tlie e.ehief.jtl8tice; declsriDg tltat his 
faculties Wel'e failing, that he had a disease about him, and that 
:h had becm tamed from tBe bend. fM incapacity. During the 
4elivery of tllese sentm!eu.tB Judge Tyler sat within the bar; 
taking oo notes, and &ppa.t6nlly entirely obti:rious of what was 
puling atoDDd him. When the time eame for him to add.reaf 
the jlll'Y, he' me m hiiJ pleee', ad tuming his back npon the 
twelve· mea whoe& minds he W'as desfrous of brllooncing, called 
out to his c&nt : ....... " Biebardson t eo me: here r" Richatdeoo 
started up in great astonishment, and made his way tluougli 
tAe orowded co\U'&oroom ro the :tailing within W'll:ieh the lalf'Ye!S 
e&t.. "Ricmardaon I" said J adge' Tyler; t1i1'ning ro that indi• 
'ridual,. 'W'M wu e'Xeeedingly surpri8ed at the oddity of th& pre
cJeedinge,- "~ home I There i& "lio ~ ffl your staying here- t 
l thought yoo had • C!188e; a good caee t " He thea went on; 
'With his baek to tho. jury and judge, to tell hls elient a1t ~· 
strong poinM of :his· ~; making it very plain, or', at least, 
making it appear, that Riehardson had been basely abused by 
the lawyets on the- otbet side. "But," said he in oonclttsion, 
" I WAS· mistaken in sup~ing you had any rights that eould be 
maintained. It appears you have no C88e because my faeultiel 
s.re failing, and, -.hat u. ~ y&u have no ease &t an, ~ 
1 M!H eld. patM an rNf 1toMN Go home I Go home r I c&il~ 
be expe4ted to e&y a wo:rd M the jo:ry under sueh circUJllo' 
stan~ I " With tAese w.ot'da Judge Tyler sat down. The opo 
poei~ C001Ii3el were duml6fom1derefl at this mode of att&ct; 
hGt the jury 'ft1'e only out lr&l'll e1!.0'flgh flo make up for ltie'
ardson a most satisfaetoey· verdiot. 

Soetal in his disposition and pos8E!f!ld1lg 11 Jfiind well stored 
'With mformation deri•ed both from books artd their prototypes, 
men, he 'W'IiS the delight of all' 1rho knew him; and •• the lead
ing spirit on fi.()Be occasions when the witty, the- lellmed, and 
the wise w~e. aesemblec:l. To high mental ability there Wi8 
joined in his character an nncommonly benevolent and friendly 
disposition, which gained him the love and respect of many 
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attaehed mcds. As a judge he WB8 coascientious, clear-miadedr 
aod just, both by a natnml &eD88 at ~i and an enell6ive kn.O"R
ledgeo£ precedents. His humanity, thongltnaturally1mbounded, 
was eo guided aa to produce the 1lW8t beneficial renlts.. A& 1 
citDen, he wu publiHpir:ited. SDci liberal; as a neighbor, 
thoughtful and unobtrusive.; aa a husband, l::iDd and attentive.. 
His widow still surviVOB him, m the eDjoyme:u.t of all her mental 
facnlties, though advanced in tbe octogenarian rank. The 
remaine of Judge Ty.ler repose in the burial-ground at Brattle
borongh. A white IIW'hle stoDe,. which marks the plaee of hJil 
eepultllle, beaJ'8 upon ita face the. fQllowing iDscriptioo : 

ROY ALL TYLER 
Reip. V. Mont. C1D'. S11p. Jurid.. 

· Prine. 
lloJmiiK Omrr' 

Die. XVI. Aug • .Amto Domini 
JdDCOOXXVI. 

Etatia Sua· 
LXVm. 

Uxor et liberi . 
eju 

Hoe -=mm poneJldeD 
Curavernnt. 

.A4 a eontributor to the early Iiteratnre· of thie colllltry, JUdge 
'lyle desenra to be held in hODOrable- 1'8Dlembranee. The 
81Ulexed aeeonnt of his writings, is taken from that most 
v.alna'ble and timteml work,. ~ "Cyclopedia of AmeriCUJ 
Litentme." 

"Royall Tyler waa a wit, a. poet, and a: ohiet justie~ Ilia 
life certainly deeerfw to be. narrated with more pQficularlt7 
tbut it has· yet reeeived. Hia wridngt, too, &hould be collected 
811d placed in an accessible fonn. American litera tare cannot be 
charged with poverty, while it has such valuables uninvested, 
in ita forgotten repositories." • ~. ~ *. In the yur 1788 riile at 
New York, for the purpose of oondncting 10me Mgot.iations C!O'ft* 

neetea with the anpprts&ion. of the: Shay& ~ebellion, "a oomed:r 
which, he had Wlri.Uien dnring his military serriGeJ was prodncetl 
on the stage. It was entitled 'The Contrast,' and has the dis
tinction of being the first stage production in which the Yankee 
dialect and story-telling since so familiar in the parts writtal 
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for Hackett, Hill, and others, was employed. It was more than 
that. It was the first Am«'rican play which was ever acted on 
a regular stage by an established company of comedians. It 
was played at the old John Street Theatre in New York, under 
the management of Hallam and Henry, April 16th, 1786.* 
Its succeBS was such as to induce the author to produce a second, 
entitled' May Day, or New York in an Uproar,' for the benefit of 
the actor Wignell in the May following. 

" The Country Jonathan, in the ' Contrast,' on a visit to town, 
drops into the theatre with the expectation of seeing ' a hocus
pocus man,' and sits out a performaBce of .the 'School for 
Scandal' without any notion that he has visited a play-house. 
On being asked if he saw the D18D with his tricks: 'Why, I 
vow,' says he, 'a8 I was looking out for him, they lifted up a 
great green cloth, and let us look right into the next neighbor's 
house.' 'Have you a good many houses in New York made 
in that ere way 1' he asks; and is told, not many. To an in
quiry whether he saw the family, and how he liked them, he 
replies r 'Why, I vow, they were pretty much like other fami
lies. There was a poor, good-natured clll'8e of a husband, and 
a sad rantipole of a wife.' At the close, he asks for his money, 
as he has not had the show. 'The dogs a bit of a sight have I 
seen,' he says, 'unless you call listening to people's privats 
business a sight.' · 

":I'yler not long after gained considerable reputation by his 
contributions to that very pleasant newspaper and miscellany, 
one of the very best of its ·kind ever published ia this country, 
the' Farmer's Weekly Museum,' published at Walpole in New 
Hampshire, by Isaiah Thomas and David Carlisle. When 
Dennie became its editor, Tyler was called in to assist him with 
his contributions ' from the shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee,' 
an amusing melange of light verse, and entertaining social and 
political squibs, which he bad already opened in the journals, 
the 'Eagle' at Hanover, the ' Federal Orrery' at Boston, and 
the ' Tablet.' 

" Tyler also published '8. series of papers with the title, 'An 
Author's Evenings,' in the 'Port Folio' for 1801, and subse
quently. A liberal collection of the ' Colon and Spondee' pa
pers is included in a volume published by Thomas and Thomas 

• He gave the copyright to the principal Mtor in the pieoe, W"JgDell, who pub
Uihed i' by nbloription. 
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at Walpole in 1801, entitled 'The Spirit of the Farmer's Mu
seum, and Lay Preacher's Gazette.' His facility in verse in 
these compositions was remarkable. He had great command 
of versification and an abundant fund of impromptu humor. 
His ' Colon and Spondee' articles are divided between federal 
politics, attacks on French democracy, the Della Crnscan lite
rature, and the fashionable frivolities of the day. The para
graphs in prose show the author's wit, taste in literature, and 
strongly marked opinions of the federal school in politics. 

"In 1797, he wrote a comedy in three acta, 'The Georgia 
Spec, or Land in the Moon,' in ridicule of a speculating mania 
for wild Yazoo lands. It was repeatedly performed in Boston 
with success. He wrote some other dramatic productions, but 
none of them have been published. 

"In 1797, appeared from the press of David Carlisle, at W al
pole, in two volumes, his ' Algerine Captive, or the Life and 
Adventures of Updike Underhill : Six Years a Prisoner among 
the Algerines.' It is dedicated to the poet Humphreys. This 
work is said to have been mistaken by an English critic for a 
narrative of actual adventure. It is a :fictitious book of me
moirs, in which the author ventilates his opinions on various 
topics of American society, paints the horrors of the slave
trade, and the now almost incomprehensible grievances which 
the European and American powers for a long time endured 
from the assumptions of the Algerines. In the close of the work, 
there are some sketches of :Mahometanism. The book is written 
in short chapters, with spirit and neatness of style. There is 
quite enough of ingenuity in the thought, cQupled with the de
scriptions of the manners of the times, to redeem this work from 
the neglect into which it has fallen. Though printed in, at least, 
a second American edition, it is now exceedingly scarce. 

"In 1799, he composed a Fourth of July ode for the public 
celebration of the day at Windsor, Vermont, and a convivial 
song for the same occasion. He was frequently called upon 
for these services, and .for the occasional prologues in vogue at 
charitable and other theatrical benefits. 

"In 1804, we notice Tyler as a contributor of verses to the 
'Columbian Sentinel.' In 1809, he published two volumes of 
'Reports of Cases in the Supreme Court of Vermont.' He still 
continued to write for the journals, in the Port Folio, and in 
other quarters. Some of his latest productions appeared in the 
'New England Galaxy.' In 1806, he was a contributor to 
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Bnckingham'e monthly periodical, 'The Polyanthns,' of the 
papers entitled ' Trash,' and a number of fugitive poerieal 
pieces, and again, on the revival of the publication ia1812." 

Though the writings of Judge Tyler are bG& littr. kDown at 
the present day, yet his ability has been wannJy eulogized by 
those best acquainted with his 8CattereEl prodnctiOBB. "Tyler's. 
contributions to the Farmer'11 Museum,,.. obeervee tile Hon. J. 
T. Buckingham, " were numerous, and, if collected, would 1111 
several volumes. He wrote rapidly, and eonld vary his style 
'from grave to gay, from lively to seTere,'" as easily 111 be could 
draw on his glove. Most of the artielee, purporting to be 't'iom 
the Shop of Me881'8. Colon and Spondee,' were written by him; 
the poetical pieces, I believe, are all of his composition. Theile 
he generally threw off with a dash of the pen, seldom taking 
any pains to revise them. They are noted for inaccnraey of 
:rhymes-a defect which he thought hardly worthy of his atten~ 
tion,-but they are remarkable· for sprightliness of thought and 
expression, and an easy iow of language. They embnced 
topics of all sorb!, loeal and geneFal, temporary &nd perman~ 
and were well charged with wit ad humor. The comple:don· 
of the political articles was pnrely federal." 'J7he remarb of 
the Rev. Hosea Beckley respecting the liteiVy· eft'ol!tB of Juqe 
Tyler, though a little adulatory, are worthy of ~Kdce.. "His 
Algerine Captive is one of the best worb of. the kind whirS 
our country has produced) and is evidemee of great inventioll 
and versatility of talents in the writer. SevenU of his· charge& 
to juries and condemned criminals were publi8bed, and &1'8 

specimens of elegant compositio~ as well IB evidence of his 
profe88ionalknowledge. He was a man of ready wit and great 
facetiousness. So innate was his vein of humor, that in his last 
days, under the painful and melancholy inroads of a cancer, 
scintillations from his happy genius would occasionany l>lil'Bt 
forth~ His pen was often applied to correct and poliah mann
scripts designed for the press."* 

The limits of this sketch will not allow of the introduction of 

• Harv. OolL TrieJIDial Catalogue. Yale OoJL TrieDDial Cat.alogue. Thomp
eon'e Vt.., Pan n pp. U9, 160. Deming's Catalogue Vt.. Oftieera, pcaia. Ira 
Allen's mat.. Vt.., p. 248. Beeldey's mat.. Vt.., p. 2'1.. CyelopedJa or Am. Li\., 
by E. A. ud G. L. Duyekinok, i. •11-00. Danlap's BJat. Am. TheNre, Loadba 
ed., 1888, pp. 186-1•1. Mon~y ADtholosy, :oo.toD, i1 UC-M'l. Buoldngbam'a 
Speeimeu~ or Newapaper Literature, i. 161, 162; ii. 1'1'1, 111'1, 19~110, ll26.. The 
Spiri' or the Farmer's M08eum and Lay Preacher's Gazette, Walpole, N. n, 1801, 
paaftlll. 
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bnt one extract from his writings. That selected is a chapter 
from the Algerine Captive. The author, in this instance, ap
pears as a surgeon on board of a slaver. The title of the chap
ter i&-

"Tmu.TJIBNT OP Tim SLAVES ON BOABD T11B SJDP.-Of one 
hnndred and fifty Africans, we rejected seventeen, as not mer
chantable. While I was doubting which to lament most, those 
who were about being precipitated into all the miseries of an 
American slavery, or those whom we had rejected, as too wretc~d 
for slaves, Captain Ru.ssell was congratulating the sla\Ye con
tractors upon the immense good luck they had, in not suffering 
more by this lot of human creatures. I understood that, what 
from wounds received by some of these miserable creatures at 
~eir eaptuie; or in their violent struggles for liberty, or at
tempts at suicide; with the fatigue of a long journey, partly 
over the burning 88.D.ds of a sultry climate, it was usual to esti
mate the lose in the passage to the sea-shore, at twenty-five per 
cent. • 

"No sooner was the purehase completed, than these '\1Vl'etched 
Africans were transported in herdS aboard the ship, and imme
diately p~cipitated between decks,· where a strong chain, at
tached to a staple in the lower deck, was riveted to the bar, 
before dese~bed ; and then the men were chained in pairs, and 
also handcuffed, and two sailors with cutlasses gosrded every 
twenty: while the women and children were tied together in 
pairs with ropes, and obliged to supply the men with provisions, 
and the slush bucket; or, if the young women were released, it 
was only to gratify the brutal lust of the sailors : for, though I 
eannot say I ever was witness to an actual rape, yet the ft·e
qnent shrieks of these forlorn females in the berths dl the sea
men, left me little charity to doubt of the repeated commiSBion 
of that degrading crime. The eve after we had received the 
Maves on board, all hands were piped on deck, and ordered to 
assist in manufacturing. and knotting cat-o'-nine-taile, the appli
cation of which, I was informed, was always necessary to bring 
the slaves to their appetite. The night after they came on 
board, was spent by these wretched people in sobbings, groans, 
tears, and the moet heart-rending bursts of sorrow and despair. 
The next morning, all was still. Surprised by this unexpected 
silence, I almoet hoped that Providence, in pity to these her 
miserable children, had permitted some kindly suffocation to 
put a period to their anguish. It was neither novel nor unex-
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pected to the ship's crew. 'It is only the dumb fit come on,' 
cried every one ; ' we will cure them.' After breakfast, the 
whole ship's crew went between decks, and carried with them 
the provisions for the slaves, which they one and all refused to 
eat. A more affecting group of misery was never seen. These 
injured Africans, preferring death to slavery, or perhaps buoyed 
above the fear of dissolution by their religion, which taught 
them to look with an eye of faith to a country beyond the grave, 
where they should again meet the friends and relatives, from 
whose endearments they had been torn, and where no fiend 
should torment, or Christian thirst for gold, had, wanting other 
means, resolved to starve themselves, and every eye lowered 
the fixed resolve of this deadly intent. In vain were the men 
beaten. They refused to taste one mouthful ; and, I believe) 
would have died under the operation, if the ingenious cruelty 
of the clerk, Randolph, had not suggested the plan of whipping 
the women and children in sight of the men ; assuring the men 
they should be tormented until all had eaten. What the tor
ments, exercised on the bodies of these brave Africans, failed· 
to produce, the feelings of hatnre effected. The negro, who 
could undauntedly expire under the anguish of the lash, could 
not view the agonies of his wife, child, or his mother ; and, 
though repeatedly encouraged by these female sufferers, un
moved by their rorments, to persevere unto death ; yet, though. 
the man dared to die, the father relented, and in a few hours, 
they all ate their provisions, mingled with their tears. 

"Our slave d~ers being unable to fulfil their contract, unless 
we tarried three weeks longer, our captain concluded to remove 
to some other Dlfl.r:ket. We accordingly weighed anchor, and 
steered for Benin, and anchored in the river Formosa, where we 
took in one hundred and fifteen more slaves. The same process 
in the purchase was pursued here ; and, though I frequently 
assured the captain, as a physician, that it was impracticable to 
stow fifty more persons between decks, without endangering 
health and life, the whole hundred and :tlfteen were thrust with 
the rest,. between decks. The stagnant confined air of this 
~nfemal hole, rendered more deleterious by the stench of . the 
f~cee, and violent perspiration of such a crowd, occasione<\ 
putrid diseases ; and even while in the mouth of the Formosa,' 
it was usual to throw one or two Negro corpses over .every day.· 
It was in vain I remonstrated to the captain. In vain I enforced 
the necessity of more commodious berths, and a more free infiux 
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of air for the..slaves. In vain I represented, that these miserable 
people had been used to the vegetable diet and pure air of a 
country life ; that at home they were remarkable for cleanli
ness of person, the very rites of their religion consisting almost 
entirely in frequent ablutions. The captain was, by this time, 
prejudiced against me. He observed that he did not doubt my 
skill, amd would be bound by my advice, as to the health of 
those on board his ship, when he found I was actuated by the 
interest of the owners ; but, he feared, that I was now moved 
by some Yankee MnBeme oJm.d htllfTUJinit;y. 

" Randolph, the clerk, blamed me in plain terms. He said he 
bad made seven African voyages, and with as good surgeons as 
I was ; and that it was their common practice, when an infec
tions disorder prevailed among the slaves, to make critical search 
for all those who had the slightest symptoms of it, or whose 
habits of body inclined them to it; to tie them up and cast them 
over the ship's side together, and thus, at one dash, to purify the 
ship. 'What signifies,' added he, 'the lives of the black 
devils 9 They love to die. Yon cannot please them better than 
by chucking them into the water.' 

" When we stood out to sea, the rolling of the vessel brought 
on the sea-sickness, which increased the filth. The weather 
being rough, we were obliged to close some of the ports which 
ventilated the space between decks ; and death raged dreadfully 
among the slaves. Above two thirds were diseased. It was 
affecting to observe the ghastly smile on the countenance of the 
dying African, as if rejoicing to escape the cruelty of his oppres
sors. I noticed one man, who gathered all his strength, and, in 
one last effort, spoke with great emphasis, and expired. I 
understood by the linguist, that, with his dying breath, he 
invited his wife, and a boy and girl to follow him quickly, and 
slake their thirst with him at the cool streams of their Great 
Father, beyond the reach of the wild white beasts. The captain 
was now alarmed for the success of his voyage; and upon my 
urging the necessity of landing the slaves, he ordered the ship 
about, and we anchored near an uninhabited part of the gold 
coast, I conjecture not far from Cape St. Paul. 

"Tents were erected on the shore, and the sick landed. Under 
my direction they recovered surprisingly. It was affecting to 
see the effect gentle usage had upon these hitherto sullen, obsti
nate people. As I had the sole direction of the hospital, they 
looked on me as the source of this sudden transition from the 
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tilth and rigor of the ship, to the cleanliness and kindness of 
the shore. Their gratitude was exceesive. When they rec» 
vered so far as to walk out, happy was he, who conld, by picking 
a tew berries, gathering the wild fruits of the country, or doing 
any menial services, manifest hiS affection for me. Our linguist 
has told me, he has often heard them behind the bushes, pray
ing to their God for my pro6perity, and asking him with earn
estness, why he put my good black soul into a tDAtte body. In 
twelve days all the convalescents were returned to the ship, 
except five who staid with me on shore, ud were to be taken 
on board the next daY:·"* 

S.A.Ktm. wELLS. 
Jf' WITH the hiatoJy of Cumberland county, 

tJ/JJ. the name of Col. Samuel Wells is closely 

;::: Wconnllsected.d V ~.: ~~ the &OdD~~ J onadth&n 
. e an .--1 , J..LIII secon wue, an was 

bom at Deerfield, Massachusetts, on the 9th of September, 1730. 
He had three brothen, Jonathan, David and Oliver, and two 
sisten, Mary and Rebecca. He married ~h Sheldon, and 
in Jnly, 1762, settled in Brattleborough on a farm of six hun
dred &eNS, aituated about a mile north of the East village. 
He~ waa born his family of thirteen children, two of whom 
died in infancy. The remaining five sons and six daughters, all, 
with the exception of one daugh~r, married in Brattleborough. 
A grant of twelve hundred acres of land in Canada having 
been made to each of them by the Crown, as a compeDB&tion 
for the 101!Be8 which Colonel Wells had suffered during the Re
volution on account of his adherence to the King, they all 
removed thither between the year& 1798 and 1802. The daugh· 
ten were married to Samuel Gale, Ephraim Nash, Micah 
Townsend, Jonathan Gorton, Nathaniel Church, and Ephraim 
Stimpson. None of Col. Wells's children, bearing his name, 
were ever prominent men, nor yet of his sons-in-law, with the 
exception of Samuel Gale, who married Rebecca, his first 
daughter, and Micah Townsend, who married his third daughter_ 

• The A1gerine Captive, eeL 1'187, i. 196-20.. 
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At the time of his removal to Brattleborongh, the population 
of that portion of the New Hampshire Grants, was small and 
sparse, and many of the pioneers of civilization were contented 
when they were so fortunate as to secure a roof for shelter and 
food to sustain life. The condition of Colonel Wells was, oow• 
ever, superior to that of most of the early settlers of Vermont, 
and the indnence of his character and position was for many 
years extensively acknowledged. Upon the establishment of 
Cumberland county by the government of New York, he was 
appointed a judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, a 
justice of the peace, and was authorized by a deditmus potutatetn 
commission, to swear all who should take office in the county. 
The commissions issued in conformity with these appointment8, 
were all dated the 17th of July, 1766, and he served under 
them until the authority from which they were derived ceased 
to be acknowledged by the people. During the same period 
·he was the chief military man in the southern part of the county. 
When, in answer to the petition of the inhabitants of this dis
trict, the Council of New York, by an order dated the 23d of 
December, 1'172, authorized them to choose two representative~ 
to the General Assembly, Samuel Wells and Crean Brush were 
returned, and took their seats in the latter body on the 2d of 
February, 17'18. As a memento of this election there is still 
preserved a note, written to Colonel Wells by John Bolton, who 
was probably a successful wire-puller, dated at "Westminster1 

J nne the 11th, 1718." It is to be regretted that the items covered 
by the word "N esesares" were not stated. The note is in these 
words: 

"Sir: I have paid unto J ont. Safford nine Shillings and Six 
pence Lawful money of the Bay Province, for N esesares the 
People of Halifax had when they Come to Lextion if yon wold 
be 80 good as to pay y• same to Mr. Whipple ye Bearer by 
next thursday so as he may bring it to me, yon will much oblige 
your Humble Servt." 

At the time of the " Maesacre" at Westminster in 1775, Co
lonel Wells, although one of the court judges, was in attend~ 
ance upon the General Auembly at New York, and was not 
aware of the cir<--nmstancee connected with the devolopment 
and resnlts of the affray, until the arrival of the messengers 
who had been dispatched with the tidings. In connection with 
his colleague Brush, he is supposed to have been instrumental 
in preparing the depositions which were signed by the messen· 
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gers and presented to the Assembly, containing an account of 
the " Massacre" favorable to the action of the Crown adhe
rentB, and condemnatory of the conduct of the Whigs. In the 
same year, during the recess of the Assembly, "he joined the 
ministerial members in a letter to General Gage at Boston," 
and seldom failed to evince a loyal disposition, even after ~ 
!icy had dictated an opposite course of action. On suspicion 
of having been engaged in an attempt to introduce arms into 
Cumberland county in behalf of Great Britain, for the purpose 
of reinstating and maintaining the administration of justice 
therein, he was examined before the New York committee of 
safety on the 12th of September, 1775, during the recess of the 
Provincial Congress, but he was dismissed, nothing having 
been proved against him. Though opposed to the American 
cause, he had sufficient skill and influence to preserve his pro
perty from confiscation, but was not able wholly to escape the 
odium which attached to a Loyalist, or the punishmentB which 
a profession of this nature so often incurred. From the records 
of the committee of safety for Cumberland county, it appears 
that Lieut. Leonard Spanlding, a most patriotic member from 
Dummerston, allowed his enmity towards Colonel Wells to 
manifest itself, on one occasion, in a most improper manner. 
The incident referred to was noticed by the committee in their 
proceedings on the 25th of Jnly, 1776, and in order to wipe 
out the disgrace which had been cast npon them by the unwar
ranted act of the fiery Dummerstonian, they resolved " that 
Lieutenant Spaulding make suitable Confession to this Com
mittee for his Conduct in Taking Col0 • Wells by military force ; 
that mode of proceeding Being Contrary to the minds of this 
Committee, and also a Violation of. a Certain Resolve formerly 
passed by this Committee." To this resolution is appended the 
following note:-" Mr. Spaulding Comply'd with the above 
Vote by his making proper Confession, &e." In the New 
York Gazette under date of J nne 23d, 1777, it is stated that 
" Judge Wells of Brattleborough had been lately confined to 
his farm and otherwise ill-treated;' and it is known that, for a 
long time, permission was granted to any one to shoot him, 
should he be found beyond the bo1111ds of his acres. 

His devotion to the· interestsof the mother country, though 
it did not lead him to avow openly the principles of a Loyalist, 
was sufficiently strong to enlist his services in a private manner 
in her behalf. During the period in which the British agents 
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in Canada were endeavoring to negotiate an alliance with the 
principal men in Vermont, for the purpose of reducing that 
state to the condition of a Crown province, his efforts were 
directed in behalf of this end. In a letter to General Frederick 
Haldimand, dated at New York, May 8th, 1781, and written, 
it is supposed, by Beverly Robitl80n, notice is taken of the 
willingness of W eUs to promote the intJerests of Great Britain. 
"Colonel Wells of Brattleborough," said this writer, "has sent 
his son-in-law* with verbal information that throws great light, 
upon the conduct of Vermont. We take him to be a friend, 
and he says by this messenger that you know him to be so. Is 
it true ! He offers his services for a monthly interchange of 
letters between Canada and the coast of Connecticut, where we 
are to find a friend to give and receive dispatches. Do you 
approve of this confidence !" 

That the offer of Wells was ultimately accepted, and that he 
and Luke Knowlton of Newfane, lent their aid to advance the 
interests of Great Britain, is proved by the following facts. In 
the month of April, 1782, Christopher Osgood of Brattlebo
rough, a honsewright by occupation, was hired by Knowlton to 
carry a letter to William Smith of the city of New York, who 
had formerly been chief justice of the province. The letter, it 
was supposed, was from General Haldimand, and was brought 
from Canada to Newfane by Solomon Ball. Osgood received 
from Knowlton twenty-eight dollars for this service, and on his 
return early in June, received from Smith an undirected letter, 
with verbal orders to deliver it to Knowlton and a reward of 
thirty guineas for his trouble. In the month of Augnst follow
ing Shadrach Ball arrived at Brattleborough with another letter 
from Canada directed to Smith. Osgood was on this occasion 
employed by Wells, who gave him five pounds to take the let
ter to New York. After remaining a few days in that city, he 
set out on his return, being the bearer of a letter without direc
tion from the British secretary Morgan, which he had orders to 
deliver to Wells. For this last service he was rewarded with 
fifty guineas. Of the information communicated he was igno
rant, but was commanded to destroy the letters in the event of 
his capture. 

The fact that an embassy of this character had been estab-

• Samuel a.le ia probably referred to. Hia 111100iatee were among the British 
m11itary, and bia aympathi• openly and wholly with royalty. 

46 
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lished becoming known to the authoritiea of Rhode Island, 
measures were immediately taken tQ end it. In the latter part 
of October, or early in November, the sherift' of that state ar
rived in Brattleborough, arreeted Christophe~ Osgood and, carri~ 
him to P rovidence. H ere on the 18th of November, at a ~B
sion of the coUrt of assize and general jail ,d~very, ~e was 
brought before the Hon. Paul Mumford, chief j~tice of the 
Superior ·court of judicature, and upon examination detailed 
the facts above stated. The " Information of Christopher 
Osgood" was on the 19th, sent by the Lieutenant Governor of 
Rhode Island to Congress, accompanied by a letter from that 
oftiei&l. Theee documents, "containing evidence" as was then 
•tated, " that some of the leadel'8 in Vermont, and particularly 
Luke Knowlton, who had been deputed in the year 1780 to Coo· 
gress as agent for that party opposed to its independence, but who 
had since ohanged iidee, had b13en in~ing with the enemy 
in New York"-these docuiPents were read in CongreM on the 
25th, and were referred to Samuel Osgood, Daniel Oanoll, and 
John Rutledge. · 

In aeting upon their report, which was presented on the 27th, 
Congress, by a resolution passed in secret •on, directed the 
commander-in-chief "to take immediate measures for appre
hending and aecuring Luke Knowlton of Newfane, and Samuel 
Wells of Brattleborough, both of the district of country common
ly called the New Hampshire Grants, west of Connecticut river, 
and such others within the district aforesaid as there may be 
good reason to apprehend have been concerned with the said 
Knowlton and Wells in a dangerous correspondence and inter
course with the enemy." Permission was also granted to the com
mander-in-chief to notify to those "exercising authority in the 
district aforesaid" the grounds upon which the arrest was de
manded. At the same time, the subject of the independence 
of Vermont was discussed, and representatives from a number 
of the states declared their views on the subject. 

On the 3d of December, the same topic was again brought for· 
ward, and the opinion was openly expreSBed that the leaders of 
Vermont were "perfidious men." In order to warn the northern 
states of the dangers to which they were exposed by the 
machinations of internal foes, Congress resolved, in secret ses
sion, to furnish a copy of Christopher Osgood's declaration to 
the "supreme executives of the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York." The charges 
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Cf?iltained in his "information,": implie&iting as ·they. did, certain 
citizens of each of these states. in " treasonable. pJ"acti~". ren
dered .this oolU'Ie necessary h. th.e safety of. all . Purmant to 
the resolution of the 2'7th of Novemb~, an s:>6iCW) was.JMlD:t U.to 
V ennont to &mlet Wells IUld Knowlton, bot. they.had been .p.~:e
viously informed that auclt an attempt would be mac1e, and .bad 
left the state before the-; officer arrived. . An aecout of this 
proceeding was sent to · Oongn. by General W asbingtoo, .~ 
gether with the :report of the otlicer who .had. been sent to m,ake 
the arrest. From the representation of the latter, .it appeared 
on the statement of Jsra.el Smith of Brattleboroogh, "that 
Knowlton .and. ·Wells. had received a letter .t'roln . Jonathan 
Arnold, LJquire, at Congress, part of which was made public, 
which informed. them that ad'ail'9 in Congrees were unfavorable 
to them, and would have them to look out for themselves." 
'l'he subject was again considered on the 27th of J aunaiy, 1788, 
and Mr .. Amold, who was present when the papers were read, 
expressed his surprise at the declarations which they .contained 
respecting· himself; denied that he had ever held any corre
spondence with either Knowlton or Wells; &nd requested. a copy 
of the above charge. In this request he was indulged without 
opposition, "but it was generally considered," Mr .. Madison ob· 
serves, " notwithstanding his denial of the oorrespoudence, that 
he had, at leut at second band, conveyed the intelligence to 
Vermont." A similiar opinion W86 entertained by Governor 
Clinton. In a letter to Colonel Floyd, dated the 6th of February, 
1783, he said:-" Wells and Knowlton have both fled the coun
try, and there is strong·reason to SllSpect they had notice of the 
measures which were taken for their apprehension, from a 
quarter too, where secrecy should have been observed. A letter 
from a member of Congress to a person in ~t quarter, is said tQ 
have given them the ala.nn." As to the de&gn of Wells in this 
affair, there can be but little doubt that he aimed to reduce 
Vermont to a Crown dependency. Of the conduct of Knowl
ton, it is a fair inference that he was inftuenped by Wells to 
engage temporarily in advMcing the view& of. that stern old 
Loyalist. His subsequent conduct, however, proved his hearty 
adherence to the American cause, and his true devotion to the 
best interests of Vermont.* 

• There is reason for suppoeing, that Wells, while engaged in behalf of the 
British in the trall8actiona detailed in the text, was regarded by the principal 
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Colonel Wells maintained his principles as a Loyalist firmly 
to the last. The opening sentence of his will, which was exe
cuted on the 28th of October, 1784, was in these words: "In 
the name of God, Amen, I, Samuel Wells of Brattleborough, 
formerly in the county of Cumberland, in the province of New 
York, but now the territory called and known by the name of 
the state of V ermout, do make my last will and testament in 
manner and form following," etc. Micah Townsend, his son-in
law, being one of the heirs and administraton under the will, 
and at the same time probate judge of the district of Marl
borough, which district included Brattleborough, the General 
Assembly, by an act passed on the 21st of October, 1786, per
mitted the probate judge of the district of Westminster to 
administer on the will, " as fully and as amply as if the said 
Samuel Wells had died in the district of Westminster." Wells 
died deeply insolvent, his estate beillg valued at £1577 68. 26d., 
and his debts amounting to £5880 28. 7td. Among his creditors 
were Abraham Lot, Goldsbrow Banyar, William Wickham, the 
Hon. William Smith, Stephen Greenleaf, the estate of Crean 
Brush, and the estate of Josiah Willard.* 

men of Vermont u friendly to their interests, and that he wu admitted to their 
counaels. Thia opinion is supported by the following extract from Ira ADen .. 
History of Vermont, in which an aeoeunt is giv.en of the ffight of Wella. 

"In January, 1788, the late Colonel Samuel Wells ef Brattleborough, beiDg 
engaged in trall811litting lettel'8 from C&n.ada to New York, one of his J*lketll 
wu intercepted, and fell into the hands of some of the officel'8 of the Continental 
troops. In consequence of which, a captain, with a company from Albany, ,.. 
dispatched to seize the Colonel, who, on being informed of this circumetanoe, left 
hill house to take lhelter in Canada. In his tlight he put up at Captain Otly'e, at; 
Bromley, in the Green Mountain&. While at aupper, the [Albany] captain and 
hia men came to the house, and put up for the night. Notwithstanding Colonel 
W ella wu fully apprised of the captain's bnsineae, yet, reflecting that; there wu 
no dwelling at hand to which he could escape, and that such an attempt, beside~, 
might awaken suspicions in the· captain who wu about to retire to reat, the 
Colonel went to bed, and remained there till his purauel'8aet out to Brattleborougb, 
in hopes to tlnd him there. Colonel W ella proceeded to 8underland, to OODinl' 
with General [Ethan] and Colonel [Ira] Allen, who advised him to let out for 
New York about twelve o'clock at night. A aleigh wu accordingly provided for 
that purpoae, which wu brought to General Allen'• door at the appointed ho11l', 
Colonel Wells set out in it, and having pul'8ued his instructione, in the ooune of 
a few nights he arrived at New. York in safety... p. 246. 

• Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv. 696-a99. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. lfll. Mam
Papere, i. 206, 209-212, 281, 282. Secret Journal ofthe Aots and Prooeedinga of 
Congrese, i 2fll, 246. Depoaition of Elijah Prouty, Jan. Blat, 1783. George CliD· 
ton Papel'l, in office Bee. State N. Y., vol rvii. doc. 4926. Probate Recorda of 
Windham Co. Journals Gen. All. Vt., Oct., l'i86, pp. 116, 119. JoUl'II81.Aa N.J., 
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The firmneee with which he adhered to the cause of royalty 
during the strugglesofthe Revolution, subjected him, as has been 
shown, to many annoyances and 101!8e8, and led him to engage 
privately in attempts to advance the interests of the mother 
country. Still he was an intelligent, wealthy, and infiuential 
gentleman, and was much esteemed and beloved in his private 
character. Three years after the peace of '83, he died in 
Brattleborough. A plain, white marble head-stone in the old 
burying ground, marb the spot where his mortal remains repose, 
and bears the follpwing inscription:-

In Memory of Col• Samuel Wells of this town, a Judge of 
Cumberlai!f County Court, and a Member of the AII'embly 
of the Province of New York, who departed this life the 6tlo 
of Aug1 1786, the 55111 year of his age. 

His friends, the ftranger and the poor have loft 
A kind companion and a generous hoft: 
When he fell-the ftatefman fell, 
And left the world his worth to tell. 

DANIBL WHIPPLE of Brattleborongh was appointed on the 17th 
of April, 1770, by commission from the colonial government of 
New York, to the shrievalty of Cumberland county, in the place 
of John Arms resigned, and held that position until the latter 
part of the year 1172. Of his honesty and ability di1ferent 
views were entertained by the judges presiding in the courts 
within his bailiwick. In a letter to Governor Tryon, dated the 
6th of Febrna.ry, 1 '172, Judge Thomas Chandler stated that 
Whipple's conduct in striving to apprehend a party of rioters 
who had created much disturbance at Windsor, had led "His 
late Excellency the Earl of Dunmore, and the Honorable His 
:Majesty's Council," to grant him a township of land as a reward 
for his services. Whipple presented this communication to 
Governor Tryon, but it does not appear that his application for 

1'182, p. 10. Joumal Council N. J., 1'182, p. '1. MS. Letter from ReT. CaDOD 
llicajah ToWliHD.d, dated Julylst, 1866. Bee ~ pp. .SG, 101, 1104. 
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a patent of the grant was allowed. On the lOth of October 
following, Samuel Wells and Noah Sabin, associate judges with 
Chandler, represented to Governor Tryon the unfitn o 
Whipple for his place. They accused him of chru·ging and 
receiving mileage fees, when by law he was entitled to none· 
of remissness and negligence in the execution of his office mani
fested by committing' almost the whole care thereof" to depu
ties ill-chosen and unfit for the trust; of exacting exorbitan 
and unlawful fees ; and of refusing to receive prisoners int 
custody who had been taken on execution. Conduct like this 
they declared to be "totally subversive of the authority of the 
civil magistracy" in the county, and "highly prejudicial and 
displeasing to the well disposed inhabitants" therein residing. 
These statements were confirmed by Crean Brush, clerk of the 
county, and Whipple was soon after disri:llssed from office. He 
was succeeded by William Paterson, who was afterwards con
spicuous at the" Westminster Massacre." The time of his death 
is not known, but the letters of admini tration take-q out by Mary 
Whipple, administratrix upon his estate, were dated at New 
York on the 15th of April, 1 '1'15.* 

JOBUB WILLARD• 

Cor.. JosiAH WILLAliD, the commander at Fort Dummer from 
17 40 to 1 '150, was the son of Henry Willard, who married Dor
cas Outler of Lancaster, Massachusetts. At thls place be was 
born about the year 1698, and here he married Hannah Wilder. 
He was among the first settlers--a founder in fact-of Lnnen
burgh, in the present county of Worcester, Massachusetts, for a 
long time a frontier town. His grandfather Major -Simon Wil
lard, who came to this country as early as 1655, was one of the 
first settlers of Concord, Massachusetts, and was "highly dis
tinguished both as a civil and military character.'' His uncle, 
the Rev. Samuel Willard, was tbr a time vice-president of 
Harvard College. Colonel Willard died on the 8th of Decem
ber, 1750. He bore the character of a faithful and intelligent 
public officer, and was without reproach in the relations of pri
vate and domestic life. 

• ·N. Y. Colonial M._qs., in office Bee. StateN. Y., voL seD. 

Digitized by Coogle 



JOSUJI WILLAliD JR. 

JOBLUI Wu.r.Alw Ja., a son of the fonner, was born in January, 
1716, and married Hannah HubQan;l of Groton. For several 
years he was intrusted with the charge of a garrison at Ashue
lot (now Keene), New Hampshire, and in 17 49 removed· to 
Winchester in that province. On the death of his father he 
was promoted tO the station he had held. N otiee of this ~ 
pointment was conveyed t.0 the eon by another Josiah Willard, 
a cousin, who for thirty-nine years was secretary of tl;J.e pro-: 
vince of ·Massachusetts by a royal commission. "I hei;Util;y; 
join with you and your family," wrote the secretary in h~ 1'* 
~r dated the 18th of December, 1750, "in your Mourning f~ 
the Death of your Father, esteeming it a great publick lQEIS~ 
His Honor, the Lieutenant-Governor, has been pleased tO .ap; 
pof.D.t you t.0 succeed him in the command of Fort Dun:uner, as 
will appear by the enclosed commission." With the office he 
also received the title which his father had borne. He was a 
member of the Assembly of the province of New Hamj>shlre, 
and p088e88ed great influence among the inhabitants on the 
"Grants." He died at Winchester in 1786, at which place the 
death of his widow occurred in August, 1791. The following 
J'lotice of his deatli appeared in one of the gazettes of that pe
riod :-"Winchester, November 19th, 1786. This day departed 
fhis life, in 8U.l'e hope· of a glorious immortality, in the .eeventy
eecond year of his age, t.0 the great 1068 of his family and 
friends, as well as the public in general, Josiah Willard, Esqr., 
ari affectionate husband, a tender parent, a faithful friend, and 
a generous benefactor."* 

• N. Y. Colonial MSS., Dtmmore, Tryon, in oiBce See. StaW N. Y., January 
80t.b, 17'71, voL :&cril. Doo. Hilt. N.Y., iv. 676. MS. Letter ll'Om .loeeph Wil· 
lard, Etq., of Bolton. Worceeter Maruine, 1786. 
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hr the year 1769, 
# ~ Capt. William 
)P _ . 11 ~ ::iam;~V: 

rough, :M888&
chuaetm, with his family, and settled in the town of Marlbo
rough, Vermont. He wu very active in promoting the inte
rests of the new eettlement, and throngh his instrmnentality 
Capt. Nathaniel Whitney and his brothers, Samuel and J 01188 

from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, were indnced to visit the 
place. Pleased with the locality, they purchaaed lands, b& 
came reeidtmts, and were always regarded u the most nsefal 
and influential citizens of Marlborough. To Capt. Williama is 
ascribed the credit of having erected the first framed building 
in the town. It wu a barn, and was built on the farm subs& 
quently owned by Simeon Adame. 

Previous to his removal to Vermont, Capt. Williams had 
been engaged in the service of the colonies in the war which 
terminated with the peace of Paris, signed on the lOth of Feb
mary, 1768. At the commencement of the war of the Revolu. 
tion he early became interested in behalf of the American 
cause, and acknowledging the jurisdiction of New York over 
the New Hampshire Grants, was elected a delegate to the first 
Provincial Congress of that state, which commenced its session 
on the 92d of :May, 17'15. He wu returned to the same posi
tion during the sessions which commenced on the 6th of De
cember, 1775, and on the 14th of May, 1776. Desirons of aid
ing in the cause which he had embraced, he, on the 9th of 
June, 1775, in connection with Benjamin Wait and Joab Hoi
sington, offered his services to the Provincial Oongress, promi&
ing, in case they should be accepted, to use his utmost endea
vors to "raise a regiment of good, active, enterprising soldiers." 
The object of these patriots, as stated by themselves, wu to 
form in Cumberland county a body of minute-men, who would 
be " duly prepared at the least notice •....•• to keep under 
proper subjection, regulars, Roman Catholics, and the savages 
at the northward ; as also, to be ready at all times, to defend our 
rights and privileges against ministerial tyranny and oppression." 

Digitized by Coogle 



19,9 

Of the appreciation in which he was held as a soldier, an 
opinion may be formed from the following passage, taken from 
a letter written by Ethan .Allen and Seth W amer to Eliphalet 
Dyer and Silas Dean, dated at Philadelphia, July 4th, 1775. 
" Capt. William Williams, who served in that rank in the 
ranging service with honour during the last war, and since has 
been a major of militia in Cumberland county, is desirous to ' 
join the battalion of Green :Mountain Boys in rank of major, 
and complete a full regiment ; and though the Green Mountain 
Boys are fully satisfied by the present arrangement, neverthe
less, if the exigency of war shall render it expedient to make us 
a complete regiment, this gentleman will on notice, be at your 
Honours' service. His connections with many old rangers.ruid 
marksmen, with his military abilities in such a department, 
would render him conspicuous, and very agreeable to our 
corps." 

At the commencement of the campaign of 1777, efforts were 
made to place the northern frontier ·in a state of defence, and 
to accomplish in part this purpose, General Schuyler was em
powered, by a resolution of the New York Provincial Congress, 
to dispatch one-fifth part of the militia of Cumberland county 
to reinforce the garrison at Ticonderoga. In reply to the requi
sition made upop Colonel Williams, in consequence of this 
resolve, he stated, in a letter dated the 13th of April, 1777, that 
the inhabitants were unwilling to serve in the battalions of the 
state of New York, but were ready to act as the militia of the 
New Hampshire Grants, or of a new state. Although it does 
not appear that he was present at the evacuation of Ticonde
roga, which soon after took place, yet he distinguished himself 
at the head of a regiment in the battle of Bennington, on the 
16th of August following, and shared in the glory of the victory 
which crowned the efforts of that day. 

He did not long continue a resident of Marlborough. In 
1777 he was a citizen of Wilmington, and during the years that 
followed, frequently changed the place of his abode. Having 
at last settled in the province of Lower Canada, he continued 
to reside there until the time of his decease, in 1823, the same 
year in which occurred the death of his wife. Aa an officer, 
he was brave, energetic, skilful, and humane: as a citizen, en
terprising, active, and progressive: as a neighbor, kind, polite, 
and attentive. The elegance and symmetry of his fonn were 
as perfect as his manners were agreeable. He was held in 
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high eetlmation by the inhabitants of the various towns in 
which he dwelt at di«erent times, and though of a wandering 
disposition, could easily accommodate himself to any circmri
etaneee in which he might be placed.* 

AZARIAH WRIGHT, 

WEO bore a prominent part 
· vf}d~~ ~C~b- in the proceedings con-

,-. --,~ nected with the "West-
minster lt£888&Cre," wa8 

noted for the boldness of his nature, and the eccentricity. of his 
conduct. Of the time and place of his birth, and of the period 
at which he removed to Vermont, nothing is known. In th~ 

. old French war, he served as a frontier soldier in Capt. John 
Bnrk's company of rangers, and was stationed at Hinsdale's 
Fort in 1757. Peculiarly fitted for the rough life of a pioneer, 
he delighted to act in those scenes which tended fully to develop 
his capacity to overcome the obstacles of an unknown wilder
ness, and never failed to exhibit an energy and a perseverance 
which comman~ed success. As early as the year 1770, he was 
the captain of a militia company at Westminster, and, owing 
to the precision with which, as a soldier, he had been taught to 
obey, became a most strict disciplinarian, and trained his men 
with an the severity and rigor of a martinet. Of the part 
which he performed in the affray which occurred at W estmin
ster on the 13th of March, 1775, an account has been already 
given. During the winter of 1776, he went to Quebec with 
twelve men, but of his exploits on this occasion, no record has 
been preserved. 

Being a staunch supporter of the cause of the colonies, he 
regarded with suspicion those who had rendered themselves 
liable to the charge ofToryism, and did not fail to express his 
views of them in the plainest terms. In the month of Septem
ber, 1779, Thomas Chandler Jr., of Chester, was chosen to 
represent that town in the General Assembly of Vermont, and 

• llS. m.t.. of ll&rlborough, by Re". E. H. Newton. Journal N. Y. ProY. 
Ooag., L soo; ii. 61, •st. 
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in the following OctOber wu' elect.d speaker of the Hotme~ 
Regarding Chandler as an mi'fit person for these positions, 
Wright determined to obtain his removal To effect this end, 
he addressed two letters· to the Governor and Oouneil during 
the· session of the Legishi.ture, ·dated ·March 14th, 1780, in which, 
in uncouth language, he blindly expressed his views as to the 
character of-Chandler. The':first letter was in these words:-

'''To his Excellency Governor in Chief, Left Governor and 
phldentCouncil ofFreemEm with1Greeting, I send, not forgeting 
the Independent State of Vermont~ Fortitude Good Manners 
Honisty ·resolution' makes a Free people, being not thoughtless 
or the'fotintain from whence, &c. Now Gentlemen I beg 
assistance as one Mr. Pompee of Chester has Borrowed of me 
the value of Six or Eight SilV'er Dollars in horse tackling which 
when required to return the Chief Speaker his Agent Thomas 
Chandler F.Sqr answers for him in wrighting. Not Gentlemen 
that I should grieve myself for the loss of 6 or 8 Dollars, but 
with and, &c., that said Esqr Chandler should be Chief Speaker 
for the black Ethiopian not for Whites. if your Honours Can 
do any thing I should remain your most obedient · 

. " Azariah wright. . 
'"put Law in force sift the House." 
The offence charged in this letter seems to have been that 

Thomas Chandler Jr., while speaker, had appeared as an attor
ney in behalf of Pompey Brakkec, a negro.* The other note 
was aa follows : 

"Great is amarica, there terror starts all Y ourope, Exolted 
be'Vannount tho Little May be head, and ware the Crown of 
gustus, ferfull am I of· that, while Deceit is att head, Not to 
condemn the whole, not gnstify any only by 1narit, it is amazing 
that People that have ben led to the Slaughter by Deceit Should 
trust the same man for there Counceller, thomas Ohandler Esqr 
I ment, who wrote to lncurrlge the ferae Boons of Liberty to 
assembel att Westminster, Declaring he new his farthers mind, 
and by Deceit we lost two brave herooes these are to Remind 
Deceit and Shun Destruction To the Exclet Governers and 
Oouncle from your most obedent Azariah Wright. 

"Westininster March the---1~1780." 
The contents of these notes soon became publicly known, and, 

singular aa it may seem, Chandl~r '\V88 in coneequence "brought 

"' See tmte, p. 831, note: 
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into great discredit" among the representatives, and lost his seat 
as speaker. He immediately commenced a suit against Wright 
for libel, and laid his damages at £10,000 lawful money. On 
the trial which occurred in the month of June following, Wright 
pleaded not guilty, and the case having gone before a jnry, the 
plaintiff obtained judgment for £3 damages besides costs. 
Within twenty-four hours after the decision was rendered, the 
case was reviewed. At an adjourned session of the court, held 
in August, Chandler obtain~d judgment against the defendant 
for the sum of £6, lawful money, damages, and £216, lawfol 
money, costs of suit. Execution having been granted upon the 
property of Wright, it was satisfied in October, by the paymeni 
of eight hundred and six continental dollars. 

But the peculiarities of his disposition were not displayed ia 
libellous publications alone. According to a complaint presented 
by his wife, Miriam, it appears that on the evening of the 6th 
of December, 1780, he did "violently assault and beat her;" 
and that on the 11th of the same month, he did put her" in fear 
of her life and safety," by " taking his sword and other weapons 
dangerous," and brandishing them over her in a threatening 
manner. On being brought before the justices he was declared 
guilty of" a high breach of the peace," and was recognized in 
the sum of £500 lawful money, to appear before the county 
court at their next session. Of the proceedings on this occasion 
there is no record, but it may be reasonably supposed, that 
in1lnences were exerted to induce him to exercise his pugilistic 
propensities in a more praiseworthy manner. 

Captain Wright, or as he was familiarly called "Uncle 'Riah," 
was an Ethan Allen on a smaller scale. He was bold, rough, 
independent and outspoken. The singular recklessness of his 
character was often manifested in acts as thoughtless as they 
were strange. When the Rev. Joseph Bullen was first settled 
at Westminster, Uncle 'Riah, who 'vas a church member in 
good standing, adhered strongly to the cause of the Rev. Mr. 
Goodell whose evil conduct had induced him to depart secretly 
from the town.* His antipathy to Mr. Bullen was as great 88 

his friendship to Mr. Goodell was strong. So far did he carry 
his dislike to the former, as to administer to him a tweak of 
the nose, a cuff on the cheek, and " many other enormities," 
for which be was prosecuted, fined, and put under bonds to keep 

• See afll-, p. 211, note. 
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the peace. Notwithstanding these punishments, he committed 
another assault upon Mr. Bullen, in consequence of which the 
church resolved to excommunicate their rebellions member. 
On the Sunday appointed for this purpose, Uncle 'Riah made 
his app;mr&nce at church, duly equipped with his trusty 
"Queen's Arms," W'ith which he paced the aisle during the 
whole of the time of service. As the exercises were closing, 
Mr. Bullen drew forth the letter of excommunication, and as 
he did so Uncle 'Riah stopped in his military march . and 
faced him. As the paper was being opened, Uncle 'Riah 
brought the gun to his shoulder. The minister began to 
read. "Make ready I" shouted the captain, suiting the action 
to the order. Mr. Bullen, though intimidated, proceeded with 
the reading, but had enunciated only a few words, when Uncle 
'Riah said and did, "Take aim." Penetrated with a thrilling 
fear, that any further attempt on his part to publish the pro
scription, might put an untimely period not only to the present 
proceedings but to his own preaching, the minister passed the 
o:ffensi ve order to John Sessums, his eldest deacon. Scarcely 
had the deacon commenced to read, when Captain Wright, 
with threatening look, brought his piece to bear upon him. 
"All things are lawful but some things are not expedient," 
remarked Deacon Sessions to Parson Bullen, in the language 
of St. Paul, and returned the paper to his reverence. A con
sultation was then held among the spiritual officers of the 
church, which resulted in a decision favorable to a stay of pro
ceedings. Thereupon the letter of excommunication was folded 
up, the benediction was pronounced, and Uncle 'Riah marched 
home in triumph.* 

• This story is detailed in a different form and with numerous embelliahment.., 
by Dr. John Andrew Graham, in his "Descriptive Sketch of the present state of 
Vermont," published at London, in 1'19'7. Aocording to his account, whioh ia in 
a measure apocryphal, Captain Wright was "a man more aiuned llg&inat than 
~inning." The vemon giTen by the credulous dootor is as follows:-

•• Before we take lean of Westminster, it may not be no worthy of remark, that 
the second Protestant ohureh in the state wu built at this place. I shall also add 
an anecdote of an honest farmer (one of the original settlers), wbioh happened d 
Westminster, and whioh will serve to show the fanatical spirit which then pre
vailed-so contrary to that liberal toleration now prevalent over America, and 
which so happily unites every denomination of Christiane in the bond of charity 
and love. But to my story. 

"The farmer in question was a plain, pious man, regular in the discharge of hill 
duty, both to God and his neighbor; 'lfllt unluclr:ily he happened to live near one 
with whom be wu not inclined to aultivate either civil or friendly terme. This 
troubl~ome personage was no other t.han a monstrous over-grown he-bear, that; 

Digitized by Coogle 



BIBTOB.Y O'B B.A.ftBD ·VBirKOliT. 

Tradition baa preaerved the ebadowy outline. of other, events, 
in which the wayward old captain bore a part. Enough, how
ever, has been said to set forth the character of the man. He. 
'W88 the repreeeatati ve -of.. a class, wha~e -~~ as pioneers in 
the settlemeat of a new COtUltry .are alw&Js o£ the highest im
portance, and whcse indomitable perseverance and OOlU'&ge, 

when rightly directed, are ltll'e to lead to emineo.ce in the more 
daring piU'8llita of life.* 

a--led lrom the JDOUD~ trod do11'1l ud d~ed the eorD·fielde, ud 
carried off whatever he laid hia p.we upon. The l~':~ered n1Ferer watebed 
hhD in TaiD, the r-io111 aad eUIUliag animal enr • methocla to elude ru. 
utmo.t vigilanoe. A~ Jaet it bad leanled ita cue 10 thoroughly, ae only to eom
mit ite depredatiooe on the Lorire day, when it Jmew; from experience, the eoan 
,.... t!leu. W-*1 out with •-oft-repeated &aw.-.,.the good m&D r.olved 
on ~he nest 8aDda1 to atay. in hil fleldl, where with laie gun he eoncealed him8elL 
The bear eame according to cuatom. Be Ired and · ehot it dead. The explosion 
dlrew the whol6 ~oa (for it wae about tbe ho111' of people'e ~bling 
to WOI'IIhip) into eoJI8teJ:1l&tiOD. The e&llle WU i!l'luired into, uilae IIOOD &I the 
putor, deaoon and eldll'll became acquainted With. It, they called a special meet
mg of the rallmeh, atul crited their-offeJidiug. :brother before. them, to llhow eauee, 
if any he hiMl. why he llhonld not be ucommuni~ out Of Chriet'a church. for 
thie daring and un8Dlllpled impiety. Iu vain did he urge from. the Scripturee 
tllemeelvee that lt wae li•wfnl to do pod on the Sabbath day. He pleaded before 
judgee,de&el"lllilled to eon~ him, ud. the righteooe ~n. elden and church, 
UAa floe4, agreed to drive him out from amonget them ae ponuted and aceureed. 
.A.ooorditgly he.,.. eajoinei (¥ ia cllllt.omary on 1noh oeeaaioaa) ou the nm 
8unday to attead hil GCOIIllll1llllCation, in the church. He did attend, but n~ 
entird!lJ~t.Wied with the j-a.tice of the eentence, and too much of a 110ldier to be 
t1ean • in eo public a ID&Illler for uy. action wbioh he ooneeived to be 1m 
duty, he reeolTed to have r800111'18 to ltratagem. He therefore went to the 
appointment with hie gun loaded with a brace of balla, hie sword and cartriap' 
bOK by hie eide, and hie ~11M8k on 1m back with eix daye' pro'rillion in it. 
Service wu about half over ww he entered the l&nctnary in thia martial array. 
Be rNJreW leisurely into a eorner ud took hie poaitiorl. Ae eoon. ae the bene-' 
diction 'IVU ended, the holy pereon began the exoommuni!)ation, but ~y had 
he pronounced the Yorda, "06endiuj \lirother," when the honellt old Teter&~~ 
oocli4cl and U.elkd hie weapon of destruction, at the aame time crying out With a 
loud voice, "Proceed if you dare ; prooeed, and you are a dead man. • At; thie 
unexpected Gttaek, the utoniahed clergyman ehrunk behind hie deek, and hie 
opponent with great delibeati.9n ~~ Au IJf'IIU. Some momente elapeed ba
fOre the pareon had courage to peep frolll _behind hie eceluiMtic4l batUry. On 
finding the old hero had come to a relt, he tremblingly reached the order to hie 
eldest deacon, deeirin~ him to ·reaa it. The deacon, 'Wlth etammering aceente ull 
eyee etariDg wild ai'right, bapa &e· he,.. eommanded; but no eooner had he 
done eo, than the devoted 'rictim agaia levelled hil piece, and more nhemently 
than before exclaimed, "Deeist and march. I will not live with shame. De6iet 
and march, I uy, or you are all dead men." Little need ,had he to repeat hie 
threat& The man of God leaped from the deek and escaped. The deacon, elden, 
and congregation followed in ~ual trepidation. The greatest confuaion prevailed. 
The women with ahrieka and criee aogght their homes, and the victor wae left 
undisturbed muter of the field, and of the church, too, the doon of Yhich he 
ealmly locked, put the keys in hie ~et, and eent them, with hie respects, to the 
pastor. He then marched home With all tbe honore of war, lived fourteen yeen 
C'tenvarda, and died a brother in fnll oommuniou." pp. 111-1111 •. 

• MS. Ooun Papers. Vermont Bepubliean, Friday, Februry 9th, 1866. 
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A P P E N· D I' X .E S. 

APPENDIX A. 

" ' 
"Boston, 28th December, 1718. Grants made by the Go~eJlt or the Maa-

chusetta Bay, for which Equivalents are to be granted, being . so mucq that falla to 
the Southard or the. Colony Line lately run. 

"To his Exoellency Joeeph Dudley Eeqr • 
To the Honble William Stoughton Eaqr 
To Robert Thompson Eeqr • • • • • 
To Col William Whiting • • • • • 
To Hr Thomas Freak now lfr W ooloots 
To Yr John Collina • • 
To Yr Job.u Collins Heirs • • • • • 
To Hr John Gore • •. • • • • • • 
To An~w Ganliner and BenJamin GamliD.g • • , 
To :Black James and oompe.ny with their .Assigns 

1,600 .IWll'ell, 

818 " 
2,000 II 

1,000 " 
2,000 II 

500 II 

500 II 

500 II 

500 II 

Lt Col William Dudley .• , , , • . • . 2,2~ 11 

The town of Woodstock • • • • , • • • • 3~1'19 11 

Sr Richard Saltonstall'e Farm of 0000. acres, the 
one half. • • • •. , • , • • • • • 1,000 " 

The other half Included in Enfield ~~ lying 
south of the Une • • , 

Springfield • • • , , . , , • . • • .. 
36,180 II 

MO ,. 

79,783 
"The within fourteen articles of Land bekmging to the Towne and PenJOJlll eet down 

eeverally on the a!oregoing Bide, are Grants or the General Assembly of the Colony 
or the YII888Chueetta Bay and taken up and surveyed aooonlingly, and by the running 
of the South Line of the Yassachueetta Province are now found to f'all to the south· 
ward of the said Line, amounting to the number of 79, '785 acree and the colony of 
Connecticut mnst have an equivalent granted them fbr the same. 

"The number or acree 79,785 to be allowed to Connecticut are to be taken up on 
the Eaet side or Connectiout River." 

West of Connoctiout river there wae granted by Ya.achueetta of lands belcmglng 
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to Connecticut, to Springfield, 28'1' acres ; to Suftield, 22, 1'1'2 acres; to W est&Jd, 
6,649 &ere~; making in all 28,008 acrea, which added to 79,786 acres, giVe& 10'1',793 
acree-the quantity or the land belonging to Connecticut which had been granted 
by Mlllll!I8Chnsetta. 

"Dec. 29, I '1'13. [Connecticut) agreed to take for 79,786 acres, the same trom 
!lass., L e. 401000 in one place, 80,000 in another, 9,'l8G where it can be fuand, 
taking one side of the Great River." 

The co1111Jli8sioners appointed to locate the equivalent lands, were J oeeph Dudley, 
Governor of Massachusetts; Gurdon Saltonstall, Governor of Connecticut ; KliBha 
Hutchinson and Isaac Addington or Maasachnsetts; William Pitkin and William 
Whiting or Connecticut. On the lOth of November, 1716, theee gentlemen reported 
that they had laid. ont "21,976 acres East of Hadly ton (now Belchertown); 99,874 
acres North or the first IIUI'l'eyed piece (Pelham, &c.) ; 43, M8 acres, Within the 
Limits or the 9d Province on Connecticut River above the former aettlementa. n The 
boundaries of the last portion are given in the te:rt It is uncertain where the other 
11,992 acres, which make np the complement 10'l,'l'93, were located.-Becords in 
oftl.oe Sec. State Conn., entitled "Colonial Boundaries. VoL III. llaEach11118U& 
1670-18117." 

The equivalent lands were sold at Hartford, on the 24th and 26th or April, 1716. 
The purchaaers were: 

"Gurdon Saltonstall New London 
Paul Dudley Boston 
Addington Davenport " 
ThoiiUI8 Fitch " 
.Anthony Stoddard " 
William Brattle Cambridge 
Ebenezer Pemberton Boston 
William Dummer " 
Jeremiah Dummer 
J on&than Belcher 
JohD. White, 
William Clark 
John Wainwright 
Heriry Newman 
John Oaswell 
Mazy Baltonstall 
Nathan Gold 
Peter Burr 

II 

" 
" 
" 
" 

London 
II 

New London 
Fairfteld 

II 

Esqr ' one share 
II " 
II " 
" " 
" " 

Clerk " 
" " 

Merchant one halC Bhare 
E~~qr " 
Merchant one share 
Gentleman " 
Merehant " 

" 
Esqr 
Merchant 
Dame 
Esqr 

II 

one third Bhare 

" 
" 

one share 
one halC share 

" 
John Stoddard 
Elisha Williama 

Northampton " " 
W eatherstleld Gentleman " 

John Read Lone Town " onellhare." 
-Recorda in oftl.oe Sec. State Kau., iL 278 • 

.APPENDIX B. 

Referred to on p. 24. 

"Province orthe MIII!88Chnsetts Bay-Fort Dammer, l'l3'1'. 
"Punaant to an order from his Excel.leDcf the Governor to us the mbecrlban 
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dlncted, IIJIIICiiDtiDg ua to oaater with Ontallii0Pg08 and ol;bar deleptee or the Cag
-.ga tribe or IndiaDI, we came to Fort Dummer aCo~d, where we arrived on 
the 6th of October Anno Domini 1137. 

"We acquainted the Mid delegatee that his ExcelleDcy the Govemor having been 
lDbmed that ~ were come to Fort Dummer to Weat aboui aome publick a.ft'a.in, he 
had thereupon ordered and appointed ua on behaiC ol the Government of the llllid 
Province to ClOilfer with them or IUoh ma\tera 1B were given them in charge, and 
that we Bhould be ready to hear what they had to eay when they were prepared to 
apeak. The UIU&l ceromon~ being over, they witbdrew. 

"October 6. Being met in the morning, Ontauaeoogoe ll&id to ua • follows vizt. 
1 Brother the Broadway, two years put I Willi at .Deertleld ; the matter then 
delivered to ua by you wu, that the old covenant or peace and unity between our 
brother the Broadway and ua might be continued. 

" 1 We now return in llllllwer Cor our three tribee, that. our desire Ia that it migh~ 
remain firm and 111111haken, and do from our heart promise that the covenant ehall 
not be broken on our part, but if ever there Bhould be any breach, it Bhall begin on 
yours, and the God or Heaven who now eees ua and Jmowa what we are doing, be 
witne. of our sincerity.' Then laid down a belt of Wampum. 

" Ontanaeoogoe then Mid again, 1 We your brethren ol the three tribell have learned 
by hear say, that our Brother the Broadway baa lllllt his wife. Such losaee ought 
to be made up. We did not know whether the Govr would be capable of a Treaty 
under his atlliction, but find that he Is, and are thankCul for lt.' Then gave a belt 
d Wampum to quiet the Govra mind and remove his grief for the 10118 of his wife, 
and added, 1I rowl myself in the duat for the 10118 or our great men.' 

" Ontanaeoogoe ll&id again, 1 We do in the name of our three tribee 88lute the Govr 
and all the Gentlemen belonging to him Tho' at a greet distance and lltrangers, yet 
110mething acquainted. This waa their desire aud our design when we came ftoom 
home thua to 88lute you with thie belt, wishing you happiness. and prosperity;' laid 
it down, and Mid they had done speaking. 

"We then ll&id to them, we would take what they had delivered Into coD81de
ratlon, and return answer thereto in the afternoon. We then drank King George'• 
health to them. They also drinked King George's health and the Governor'& and 
toll& 

" In the afternoon being met, We ll&id to them, 1 You have in strong terms IIIIIUred 
ua that the covenant oCCriendahip renewed two yean ago at Deerfteld between thie 
Government and the Cagnawaga tn"be shall always remain firm and UDBbaken, and 
we do in the name and behalf of the Government, 11111ure you that they wil cultivate 
the Criendlhip they have contracted with your tribe, and that nothing in our own 
heart&, nor the iwltigation of others, shall ever prevail upon ua to break our 110lemn 

' ensagementa to yon, but we shall always hold ouraelvea under the strongest obliga
tioDB to a punctual observance of what we have promised.' We then gave a Belt 
of Wampum. 

" 1 "I: ou have in your apeech to ua this day condoled the death or the Governour's 
Lady. Her death Willi the cauae of much grief to him. We doubt not but your 
sympathizing with him, will tend to abate and lighten hla IIOrroW. We take thie 
occaaion to expre111 our concern tor the death of your ftienda and to comfort your 
heartll under your atB.ictiona.' We then gave three black Blankets Instead of a Belt. 

" 'We kindly accept the 88lutation of your people, and esteem it a token or their 
rospect and friendship to us, and we do in the name of the Government return the 
like 88lutation to yoor old men and young, both to your counaellora and to your men 
of war, to all of them we wiBh prosperity and happin- Cor ever.' Then we gave a 
Belt of Wampum. 

" Ont&utlloogoo ll&id, 1 Gentn, I return thanka, you have rehearaed all that hu been 
47 
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llld thll day-ce pel your heutlare clllplad u,.. lllld thtr ... .....,_. 
delire that they llwa18'mar. !aDd 4lealare diM OQI8 - will, a1b1Dk God.frx it
and wiahee weU &o all.' 

"We dlen dr!Dired the Goom beahh.. 
"The !lp88C'hee beiag eaded, we~ ill dae--~ .. eon e.e ........ 

mem or die n~ue ot _..., poaaa. teo llbillmp 
"JohD Stoddard, m- Porta; Tho. Wallil, 

.Joeeph xe~~oa, x.. wau-, ac-.. • 
-Beoorda iD otlloe Bee. 8W.e »-., lCdx. 131-116. 

.APPENDIX 0. 

TOWliTBHIP lrnXBEB. OJIB. 

Referred to on p. 68. 

The names oC thoae pei'IIOtUI who were admitted granteee, or proprietma or toft· 
lhip No.1, on the 19th of November, 1786, were: 

Capt. Joeeph Tilldale, Deaoon Samuel Sumner, 
James Wllliaml, Ellllign Seth Sumner, 
Oapt.. James Leonard, Lieut. Yorgan Cobb 2d, 
Edmond .A.ndrewa, Lieut. John Harney, 
James Leonard 3d, Elll!ign Edward Blalce, 
Joeeph W~ Elialrim Walker, 
JOIIiab. LmoQIII, Jonathan Paddleford, 1r., 
Joeeph Barney, John Smith~ 
joeeph Wilbore, Jonatba.n Barney, 
Ebenezer Dea11, James Wallrer, 
Joeeph Eddf, James Leonard 2d, 
Ezra Dean, Ephraim Dean, 
Ebenezer Cobb, Israel Tl8dale. 

Oapl Joeeph Tiadale on the rights of John Crossman, Benjamin Or01181i1an, S&llluel 
Darby, Joeeph Jones, Jeremiah Wittnell, and Stephen Wilbore. 

Deacon Samuel Sumner on the rights of Benjamin Willis and Stephen Yaoomber. 
Thomas Clapp on the rights of Nicholas Stephens and Samuel Pratt. 
Lieut.. Elipbalet Leonard on the rights of William Hodges ~ Henry Hodges, 

Francis Liscomb, Stephen Wood, and William Hoskins. 
Jonathan Paddleford, Jr. on the rights of Thomas Lincoln 3d, and Samuel wn. 

llama 2d.. 
Joaeph Tisdale, Jr. on the rights of John Tisdale, Robert Woodward, and 1llalph 

Drake. 
Joaeph Eddy on the rights of Nathaniel Caswell and William Leonard. 

Oapt. James Leonard on the rights of David Cobb and llorpn Cobb. 
Benjamin Ruggles 011 the right of Henry Richmond. 
James Willianla " " Abraham Tiadale. 
Seth Staples " " John Andrews. 
Ellllign Seth Sumner " Isaac Merrick. 
Lieut.. John Harney " " Stephen Galy. 
Ebenezer Dean J oeeph Richmond. 
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...,_. Banitll QD die ript ol Tbomal Gilbert.. 
J- Wal.ller, Jr. " " J- Waibr. 
Lieut. Korgan Oobb lkl " " Simeon Cobb. 
Wllliun Ware " " William Thayer. 

In lddltion to the .not.enca made to dl- gran~ ~ righta were l8t apart 
lOr tile llnlt and 11e0011d IIIIW.ed ~ and one rigtK Willi a.igaed Cor 80hool 
~ 

APPDDIX D. 

PJIOI'BUIOB8 e• WDtlliiift&L 

Referred to on p. 81. 

'.rho JIM8 of the proprietor. of W l!l!tminster, aubeequen' to tile granting of the 
eharlllr by GoTernor Be!ming Wentworth of New Hampahire, on tile 9th of Novem
a, 176~ an1 COilained in the annexed lilt, taken &om the "Reoorda ol Wellt
minlter," under the date of July 26th, 1763. 

"Proprietm. JOiiah Willard lOr and in behalf of 

Samuel Greel)r, 
Jamee Hilla, 
JohA Hunt, 
Beo,jamin Farwell, 
Robert Usher, 
Samuel~ 
Josiah Brown, 
Pe&er Powers, 
John Chamberlain, 
J onatban CI1IIIIIIillp. 
John Usher, 
Robert Fletcher, 
JOIIII&Un Cllllllllinp, Jur., 
Jonathau Willard, 
Prentice Willard, 
Solomon Willard, 
Ebenezer Field, 

APPENDIX B. 

John Pierce, 
Nathaniel Mattoon, 
William. Willlon, 
JohA Taylor, 
Jonathan Hubbard, 
Jeamee Jewel, 
Joaeph Ashley, 
Samuel Ashley, 
Josiah Willard, .Tur., 
William W'illazd, 
Billy Willard, 
Ephraim Dean, 
Wilder Willard, 
JethroWb~, 

John Averill, 
Yich&el Gila~." 

'I'D I'IQJlT AT .JOD XILIIUU18 I'OB'l'. 

Be6ured to on p. 74. 

No one who kmlll to Cl01IIJD6lD()!' and reoord the deeds of hia anoeetora, OlD 

withhold hia tribute or approbation &om thoae who were inBII'Umeaial in C01111801'at

ing a monument to the memory of their worthy progenitor, CoL Benjamin Bellows, 
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at Walpole, New Hampshire, on the 11th or October, 18M. From the nhlable 
addrells made by the Rev. Beary W. Bellcnn, D.D., on tbill occuioa, wlaieh bM 
Iince been publlahed with other information in allleiDOrial J1101108111P1a flllSI ~ 
the following minute aooount of the tranaaotioaa ret'ened io in the ten ia takBD :-

"Colonel BellOWII'I! fort • • • • Will ldwated a li«<e llOl1b or hill chnlliDtr-.... 
(built in 1761 and lltill sauuliug), just on the bi'UW' of &be ternKle OY.tooiEiag m. 
magnillcent meadoWIL It WM abaped like an L, about a hundred fM Joas iD die 
111'1118, and twenty feet broad, built of lop and earth, and IIUli'OUDded by - oaler 
palieade. Although • private prriaoDed bowie, it - yet or IIUCh importance .. to 
be named among the fo~ maintained at the public expeaae, at Fort Dummer. 
Westmoreland, and Charlestown, being No.8 in thia chain of defencea. The roy.t 
government supplied each of theae forts with a heaYy iron gun, iJr the public pro
tection." 

Apprehenldve of danger, Colonel BeBoWII and John Kilburn took f1YfJr1 pt«sdiao 
which their limited reeolll'cell could command, io inllure the defeDCe ol their O'Wil 

and the neighbouring aettlementa. Thflnecellllity or thia OOUllle 1t'lll8001l after IIIIMie 
fully appanmt. 

"Two men, by name Daniel Twicbel and John Flynt, in the lllllll- of 1716 
(!Omewhere between the third W edneeday in March, 17611, when Damel Twicbel -
appointed ~~elect-man, and the 1 '7th of Anguat, when the Kilburn light took pi-, 
but probably in Auguat), had gone back to the hille, abont a mile llllcl a hall DOrill
east, on what ia now the, Dre1t'IIYille road, io procure IIOID8 timber llr --. Here 
they were ebot by the Indiana. One or them Will ecalped, the ~. CU$ open, hia 
heart taken out and laid in piect~~~ upon bia breast. Tbia wu the flrllt Cbriatian bloocl 
epilt in Walpole. The bodiea were buried on the epot, which iiiiiOOIIJ'&tely pointed 
out at thia day. This event made a solemn impl'l!l!llion on the seWera. '!'bey 
imagined that Twiohel'• eplrit continued to hover over them, warning them ol the 
wilee of the savages, and crying for vengeance on them. A remarbble rock iD 
Connecticut river, where he Ulllld to fleh with unfailing 8llCIOOM, Will tor a loag time 
held in religione veneration; anda nglere are lltill tempted to Twicbel'e Bock, a io a 
place where their luck ia under the propitious inftuence or hia memory. 

"Shortly before this, an Indian by the name of Philip hlld Yiaited Kilburn'• ..,._ 
In a fiiendly way, pretending to be in want of provilli01111. He WM mpplied with 
flints, flour, etc., and dismi&Bed. Soon a1\er it Will ascertained that tbia aame IncliaD 
bad visited all the llettlementll on the river, doubtieiB to procure inbmation or the 
state of their dellmcee. Governor Shirley abont tbia time lleDt information to all the 
forts in this region, that live hundred Indiana were collecting in Canada, ~ aim 
w111 the butchery and extinction of the wholo white popuWion oa the ri.,... 
Greatly alarmed, the eperee population, unwilling to abandon their crop~, hlld 
strengthened their feeble garriaona, and bravely determined to llt&Dd by their rude 
but promising homes. 

" CoL Benjamin Bellows had at tbill time about thirty men at hie fort, aboiU half 
a mile south or Kilburn's houee, but too distant from it to alford him any aid. About 
noon on the 17th of AuguSt, l'lM, Kilburn ~d hia son John, in bieeighteentbr-r, 
a man by the name of Peak and his 1011, were returning home to dinner from the 
field, when one or them diacovered the red legs of the Indiana among the alden, 'a 
thick ae graaahoppera.' They lnatantly made for the bowie, fastened the door, ADd 
prepared for an oblltinate defence. Kilburn's wife Ruth and hill daughter Hetty 
were already in the house. In about llfteen minutes, the eanges were seen crawl· 
lng up the bank east or the houee, and 811 they cn&ed a l'oo&path, one by ooe, ooe 
hundred and ninety-seven were connted. Abont the ame -"er, i.e aAenrU'da 
p!'O"''ed, had remained in ambush, near the mouth of Cold river, lila joiDecl &be 
attacking party soon. 
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"Tbe aangee appeued . to have leamed ibat Colonel BelloWII lllld hie men were 
M work a& hi8 mill about a mile east (on what is called the Blmohard brook, near 
whara it is ~ by the Drewsville road, it beiDg built at thai ~ from the 
fid on IICOOUDt ol the oonvenienoe of a 1il'atel&ll), aud they intended to waylay and 
m.mder &bem before attacking Kilburn's hoUII8. Colonel Bellows aud bia men were 
JliOW returniDg home, each with a bag of meal on hie back, when the doga began to 
jp'OWl -t betray the neighborhood of an enemy. The Colonel, knowing the lau· 
pl88 of the doga and the wiles of the Iwiiana, instantly adopted hill pollcy. He 
directed bia men, throwing off the meal, to crawl carefully to the rise of the laud, 
aud on reaching the top of the bank, to spring together to their feet, give one whoop, 
and inltautJy drop into the sweet fern. This maumuvre had the desired effect to 
draw the Indians !'rom their ambush. At the sound of the whoop, fancying them
aves diaoovered, the whole body of the B&V&gell &rOIIe from the bushes in a semi
circle round the path Colonel Bellows Willi to have followed. Hie men improved 
inataDtly the exoellent opportunity Cor a ahot offered by the enemy, who were ao 
dlaooncerted, that without llring a guo, they darted into the buahes and dia&ppeared. 
The Colonel, aensible of hie unequal force, hurried hie men off by the shortest out to 
the fort, aud prepared for its defenoe. 

"The oowardly B&vages had, however, no intention of ooming again into the range 
ol hie guns. They determined to take their vengeanoe out of a weaker party, and 
soon after appeared on the eminenoe eut or Kilburn's hoUII8. Here the same 
trelcheroua Philip, who had visited him and partaken hie hospitality ao short a time 
before, came forward under shelter of a tree and summoned the little garrison to 
IIUI'I"ender. 'Old John, Young John,' Wftl bia cry, 'I know ye. Come out here
We give you good quarter.' 'Quarter!' vooiferated old Kilburn, in a voioe of 
thunder. 'You black rascals, begone, or we'll quariM you.' It was a brave reply 
Cor four men to make to four hundred I Philip returned, and after a short oonsul
t&tlon the war-whoop raug out, as If; to 11118 the language of an ear-witness, ' all the 
devils in hell had been let loose.' Kilburn was Jacky and prudent enough to get the 
1lnrt fire, bet'ore the smoke ofthe battle perplexed hie aim, and waaoon1ldent he saw 
Philip himself &ll. The fire trom the little garrison was returned by a shower or 
balls ftom the Bavage&, who rushed lbrward to the attack. The root wu a perfect 
'riddle-eieve. I Some or the Indians Cell at onoe to butchering the cattle, others to a 
wanton destruction of the grain, while the larger part kept up an iooesaant fire at 
the bonae. Meanwhile, Kilburn aud hie men-ye, and hie women-were all buaily 
at worlt. Their powder they poured into their bats for greater oonvenienoe; the 
women loaded the guns, of which they had several spare onea-11 of them being 
kept hot by incesaant Ull8. A.8 their stock of lead grew abort, they BUSpended 
blankets over their heads to catch the balls or the enemy, which penetrated one Bide 
oL the roo( aud fell short of the other. Theee were immediately run by these 
Spartan women into bullets, and before they had time to ooo~ were sent back to the 
enemy from whom they came. • • • Several attempts were made to force the door, but 
the unerring aim of the marksmen within sent auch oertain death to these 888allants, 
that they soon deaiated from their eJ!'ort& Most or the time the Indiana kept behind 
logs aud atumpe, and avoided as they beat could the fire of the little Gibraltar. The 
whole afternoon, even till aun·down, the battle continued, until, 1111 the IUD set, the 
IBV&gel, unable to oonquer ao small a ~ dlllcouraged and baftled, forsook the 
ground, and, u wu auppoeed, returned to Canada, abandoning the expedition on 
which they had set ont. It Ia not UDJ'MM)nable to auppoae that their tatal experienoe 
here, through the matchlees detenoe of th011e Walpole heroes and heroines, W81 

lnatrumental in saving hundreds ol the dwellen on the frontien fhHn the hOITOl8 oC 
an Indiau lll8llliiCl"8. 

"Seldom did it fall to the lot oC our fure&then to win a more briUiMat crown than 
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Jelm XllbuPa -eel !a &Ilia gioftoua gp1oit. P.U goc tM ooly woalld et bil puty, 
NOeivillr a bd Ia the hip, from U]JOilUI'8 at a port-hole, wbka 111111appily, fllr J.ek 
o/IIUI'I!ical CU.., caueecl bia deMh OD ~ lfth clay. 'l'be IDdiuls IU!Yel' .p. appiMIII 
ill walpole, althoush dae - Ul DO& t.enDiDalle aaW eigb& ,_ aaer..da. Jolla 
Xilbum lhoed ., tee hia fOanb poeratioa 011 tbe ..... aad eajoyiDg dl• .,..... ot 
a hiP el~ 011 die spo& he bad ~ hal the AYIIfJ'll'. Be p ' .. 
bOBell& llelll't, IIYed uprigbdy, and died Ia peiiO& A paiD llklae in Walpole ~ 
ground \llUI ~hill~ mel apeHa bill euJosy in a bri~ upwiN 
pbnle:-

IX XDOBY 

IOBN KILBURN 

'Who depaned this lift! fer a better 

APBIL 8, l'l'&e. 

In the 8Qth 'fMZ of bia ap. 

Be was the 11m aettler of this town in 

1T~9. 

11 In 1814, hia 11011, young John, IMt Tisited the 10011e ol hill youtbtul uploitl 
Be died among bia children, in Shre1nbury, Vermont. in 1832. ODII of hia ... 
died in \hia town owy a year or two since. 

11 What amount oC destruction Kilburn made among the &aV!Ip8 i& wu impo.ible 
to tell, 11 i& 11 well known they carefilUy oarry oft' aod. conceal their ckwL I& • 
..;Q that hMlian pvee have been dug up at Cold river, and on the line ol the I'UI-
10&4 in &ha& neighborhood, and eix graves ..,.,. found on tbe lite oC the liMDd 
Howle at the FaUll, in 1833, which may pollllibly have beeD tboee oC ~ illi!U 
fl&ht."-HilltiOrioal Sketch oC Col. Ben,iamia Bellowt, pp. :u.-29. 

APPENDIX F. 

Referred \a on p. 93. 

The names of the proprietors of the township of W estmi.nlter on the 11th oC June, 
1'160, when the time for fulJUlini the conditiona ol the chaner wile extended, 

John HllllniR, 
JOIIIU Willard, 
Williun Willard, 
VUeotiaaBut.llr, 
.Joeeph Ala.ander, 
lia1111au Willatd, 
&.nnah GilBon, 
Oliver Willard, 

J'Gba Hant. 
Jolm Tay)qr, 
Jolla Peirot. 
.Ala&lloPy p .... 
.Aodrew GsrdDer, h., J_J_., 
llan.-11 Dive!, 
Simoll Rant. 
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Jolla Ann~. William WDaoa, 
Wilder Willard, Jolm Anllll, Jur., 
Jobn Kllllr, SolCIIIbOil Willard, 
John lloor, Jr., Ebenezer Fiel~ 
Dciel Waitmole, BamQel .ADen, 
WUU.. Willard, Jt, Bllley Willard, 
Prentice Willard, Caleb How, 
Ephnlm Dean, JOIIllthaD HQbbard, 
Elijall Oldy, James~ 
Ale Donglaea, J Oliah Willard, J UJ'., 
Samuel .A.hley, Benjamin Fanrell, 
John Alexander, Samuel Cumminl!lft 
~el Greel1, Jllliab Brown, 
Jethro Wheeler, Peter Powera, 
Jonathan Thare. Robert :netober, Jr., 
Jollhua Wella, TlmoU!y Latberbee, 
Submit Foster, llinillter, 
Nathan Willard, Jr., Henry Shertlunt, 
Joeeph Hubbard, BamuelSmiU!, 
J0118ph Aabley, John Downing, 
Nathaniel :Mattoon, 8amaoll Sh~ 

JoaatbaD wtllard. 
Beaidee tbeae My·DiDe llbarea, there •ere alBO fourteen others located at the 

north end or the town, nl which two wen~ held by His ExceDency Bennlns Went
wor&h, aad one each by John Wentworth, Robert Usher, John Chamberlain, Jona
than ~millgl!, John Usher, Jonathan Cummings, Jr., David Stearn&, By1leld 
Lloyd, Richard Wlbird, and Theodore Atkioaon. One share waa appropriated tor 
a Glebe for the Church of England, aa by law established, and another for the bene
~ ol Uu!IDcorporated Booie"7 ilr the PropAgation of the Gollpel in Foreign· Parts. 

APPBNDIX G. 

BaSmoed to on p. lk 

" Cumberland County, 8th Yay, 1 7'72. 
"Ptm.to NOTIOII ill hereby given, that the third Tuesday in Yay Illlltant Ia 

appointed by Law for the .Freeholdera and Inhabitants of each reepective Township 
in the said County, and or each respective District (an abstract whereof Ia hereunto 
subjoined) to Elect and Chooee &om among the Freeholders and Inhabitants or the 
aame respectively, one Supervieor, two .A.Meaaora, two Collector&, two Ov..-rs or 
the Poor, three Commi'!Bioners for laying out the Highways, and also 110 lll&llY 
Per1101111 to be Surveyors and Overseen of the Highways, as the Major pari of the 
Freeholders and Inhabitants of each Town and District ahall judge neoeuary, two 
Fence viewers and four Constables. Alm that the last Tuesday in Kay llllltant Ia 
likewiee appointed the Day for the Superviaora 110 Elected for each Township and 
Diatrict, to Allllemble and meet together at the Court Ho086, in the ToWJIIhip or 
ChNter in the said County, then ADd there by Plurality of voioea to agree upon, 
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determine, and ~ tile Townlh1p or p1aoe within tile -'4 Oounty, where a 
Coon H0011e and G.ollhall be Erected and Buill 

"An ~ ol IUCh plltll ol the County ol CumlMrlaDd ae are bmed. into 
Di!tricta. 
"The let ~ 0010prehellde llerttord, and extendll Nonb to the County line. 

"2d Di8Crict compreheDdl Pomfret and Bernard, and e:dendl North and WeM. 
to the North and Welt llnee of the County. 

"3d District comprehends such partll of Woodstock and Bridgewater as lye in 
the County, ond extends West to the County line. 

"4th District comprehends Reading and Salt.ash, and extends W to the West 
bounds of the County. 

"15th District comprehends Wethergfield. 
"6th District comprehends Cavendish and Ludlow, and the Landa to the West 

thereof no erected into Townships, until it extends to the W eat 
line of the County. 

"7th District comprehends Andover, and the Ianda to the West bounds of the 
County. 

"8th District comprehends Springfield. 
" 9th District comprehends Rockingham. 
"lOth District comprehends Tomlinson, and the Lands to the Southward not 

erected into a Township, as far South as Townsend line, and to the 
Northward of an East and West line from thence, to the West 
bounds of Westminster, and the Lands not Erected into Townsbipe 
to the Westward, aa far aa the West bounds of the County. 

"11th District comprehends ToWlll!end and the Land partly to the Eastward 
thereof not erected into a. Township, and the Landa to the West
ward thereof not erected into Townships to the West bounds of the 
County. 

" 12th District comprehends New Fane, and the Lands not erected into a Town· 
ship to the West thereo~ so far aa the West bounds or the 
County. 

" 18th Dilltrict comprehends Fulham. 
" Uth District comprehend~ Marlborough. 
" 16th Diatrict comprehend~ 110 much of Wilmington or Draper 811 lieth witbiD 

the County, and extends W eat to the County llne. 
" 16th District comprehendll Halifax. 
" 17th District compreheadll Guilford. 
" 18th District comprehendll Hinsdale. 

" A full dellcription of the above District& Ia lodged with the 
Sublaiber, to which RecoDnltl may be luld it UeoeeBIJY. 

"Crean Bruab, CL" 
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APPENDIX H. 

CDIIt78 OJ' ,J.UI1U • .BT 18'1'11, l'r71. 

Beterred to on p. 188. 

• l• .i ~"' j"' • • i ~~ J! !t. i"' .... ~ ! ! .!-5 ""~ """ TcrtniL .s"lii ~1 3 3 
'a 

~g ~:I 
_, .. 

~" ! _.., 
~ ~= ~:I 

1-- ----- - - 1-
Andover ........ 
~ey .•••.•••• 
Kent ........... " 9 1 8 8 28 6 
Brattleborough ••• lOS 10i 8 110 79 1 .03 76 
Chester .......... S8 36 " 4.5 80 162 80 
Cumberland .••••• 8 4 3 4 14 4 
Fulham. ...•• • •.• M M 8 8'1 40 1 189 44 
Guilford •.••.•.•. 1M " 6 116 M a I 436 76 
Halifax ......... 100 88 4 74 88 329 M 
Hartford. ••••••• . 46 48 66 .0 190 18 
Hertford. •••••••. 48 81 1 86 ~8 1 1« ~ 
Hinadale ........ ~ 28 6 16 80 10'1 19 
Marlborough 6 M 1 6 11 1 60 ~ 
Newfane ........ 1~ 14 1 14 11 62 8 
Norwich. ........ M 88 89 48 106 40 
Pomfret ......... 18 14 4 6 1 1 89 8 
Putney .......... M 74 4 60 69 801 61 
Rookingham. ••••• 48 61 4 62 67 1 1 226 60 
Sharon .......... 17 19 1 14 17 68 11 
Springtleld •••.•• 48 80 1 88 81 U1 27 
ToWDilhend .••••• as 40 1 86 16 1 136 ~ 
W eathendleld .••• I 8 8 " 20 " W estmioater •..• • 186 107 8 110 117 4'18 77 
Wilmington ..•••• 16 19 6 n 14 '11 14 
Windaor ......... 60 6'7 8 46 46 1 203 36 
Woodstock. ••••.• 9 18 10 10 ti 10 

--- '6()1949 
- - - --

Total •••• .•. 1080 1038 88'r 7 8 .024 744 

- Willlama'a Hiat. Vl, il. 4'18 .. Doc. Hial N. Y., iY. 1084. Brattleborough 
Semi-Weekly Jr.gle, TbUI'IIday E-renlng, Kay ld, 1860, YOL ill. No. 78. 
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ftm '' WDI'MDiiiD ••MAcaw." 

Bel'errecl to on p. ML 

Tbe more .aallllblll ~ 6om whilb t.e eoc:ou' of. tbe "W .,in.ter X.. 
IICI'e" hu "- clrawa, are 1l8med Ia \be IP!lexed Jillt. 
Karch 211t, 1m. K& CloaDd1 Killutee in ollce Sea. S'-18 N.Y., 17"-l'J88, xrri. 

.-, 418. Doc. 11i11t. N. Y., iY. t03, 964.. 
" Bel, 17'71. Depolltl01111 ol OIIYer Church aa4 J.-ph Banoock, ID Doc. Hilt. 

N.Y.,~. IHM-91C.. BraWeboroagh (VL) Semi-Weekly~ 
Tburslay Evening, September~ 1849, vol iii, No. 13. 

" t8d, 1776. "A. relation or the prooeediaga of the people or the Coutf or 
Cumberland and Provinoe ot New York," by Reubell Jo~ Ia 
Blade'e Vt. 8ta&e Papen, 65-59. A.ulericeo A.Jdmea, Pounk 
Seriee, 1'176, vol ii., ools. 118-222. JOUl1l&la of the General 
A.embly of the Province of New York. 

" !8b, 17'71. Dapoeition of John GriiBo, in Doc. Hilt N. Y., iv. 910-fl-l. 
Brattleborough (Vt.) Semi-Weekly Hagle, Konday Bveniug, Sep
tember, 1Tth, 1849, vol iiL, No. 12. 

" 80th, 1776. Journalt of the General.A.embly or the Province oflfew York. 
A!nenc- A.rehivee, Fourth Series, 1776, vol i., oola. 1U1-18M. 

April 3d, 1776. See authoritle11 cited wtder llarch IOtk, 1T76. 
" 6th, 1776. Dispatche11 of Lieutenant Governor Coldea to Lord Danmoatb, ill 

ll8S. London Documents in olftce Sec. State N. Y., Jdv. Doc. 
Blat. N.Y., iv. 914-916. 

Kay 6th, 1776. KSS. Councilllinutee in ollce Sec. Stat&N. Y ., 1766-1'783. xrri. 
4l6. Doc. Bist.N. Y., iv. 917,918. Brattleborougb (Vt.)Semi-Weeklr 
Eagle, llouday Eveaing, September Mth, 1849. vol iiL, No. 14. 

The "State of the Facta" ma4e by the judges or the court, 8Dd eplliomir.ed OD p. 
123, is in theee warda:-

"New Y oric County of Cumberlaad oourt of oommon Pleu, And oourt of Ge~ 
a-ions of the Peace holden at the oourt Honse in W estminater thiiJ Fowteeuth Daf 
oC llarch A. D. 17'76. Where011 a very melancbolly and unhappy alrair Happened 
at \his Plaoe in the evening of yeaterday The thineenth Instant and Whereas I 
may be that the Same may Be repreaented very Dilrerent From what The •me reall7 
wu We his majesty's Judges a.nd JUiticee of the said Courts being chiefly there 
Preeent have Thought it our Duty thUI to relate a true eta&e of the Facts Exactly u 
they happened. 

"llany threllll hMing for sever.t Terma past been Thrown out by evil minded 
pen!ODB t.8at tbey would With VIolence b1'98k np and ne.troy the oourta of our 
Sovereign Lord the king ill this C9UIIty 8Dd thl"eMMI of A. more Daring and abllolut. 
nature than fo1111erly having been threwn ftt by certain Evilllinded pei:'IIOII8 A.gainl& 
Ule setting of tills preeent Ooun the Sherilr tbo't It E.lntially nll06IIIIIIIY to raise a 
Poese For the Courts Protection and having RaiHed altout sixty llen armed 1101111 

With GuDB and 110me with staves he arrived A.t there head beiOre the Court HOU8I 
about ftve o'elock In the aAem- or yllllterday Wlaen to the Great Surprile of the 
laid Sherift" and P~ they found the oourt houae Taken into P01111611iocaud the 
averal Doon therwf Guarded By a luge number ol Riotera (MJPPI*d &o be about 
an Hundred In ~· whole) loi'IDed WiSh dabs and 10111e Ji'ew Ire moa The 8berill' 
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traen ~ to Oo In .. tbe Doar ~ IDe ~ but ... pl'M'6Ided by 
~ADd -; whereupon he r.d tbe Xl.Dg!a PloolsmatioD, 1t'W1 a vwy 
load voioe eam~ In hill K&jlsty'a ume all ~ 11Dla11f11117 -Ned 
lmmediMely to Depart, aDd tta.wpcm n--~ec~ Bnauoe ,.m Bat ..,. again 
l'tii\Jeed 11114 PreveDted by ~breeta-__, .. Beft>ra. Tbe ~ *heD told the 
Rio*en ibM lie would Leave U.. a llaon tiae to OOIIIIid8r ol tMil' behaviour ADd 
to DIBperae, IUl'd it they wollld DO& aftlrnrda aUow Him Blltnaoe iDto the ll8id OOUJ't. 
lllouae Til&* he would .A.baolu....,. l'lner i& by l:lroa. llut tile Wo&enl made roofl a& 
libia lleuure Nplylng tbe hanleai mu& feucl oCr. The Bk*lra a lbUe iime after. 
wwds wanll8cl to CJbowe OQIDmlu- t.o Pwluy but waa ...-d ~ tbe,y could DOt 
Parley to corWder whether the King's Coart Shoald proeee4 or JIM. Julllge Chan
dler intor.ed them that it they bad any real grievanoea to ooJDplain of iC ihey woWrl 
~i a Petidou t.o the oourti 'WileD siitiDg it lhould ~ t-m tbe 8berill' IDea P" 
die P~ Liberty To relreah themaelves ud about two 11ou«a &1\enrard He 
Brought the &aid ~ Before ijw oowthowJe again and then ·..,.m DeiDMJQed 

Janb'luloe In hia JDajellty'a Name but WIIS again refueed i1l like ma1111411' aa Beba. 
'Whereupon be told them tbat be would Abeolutely enter it Other QIJieily or by 
llnle and c&IDDWIIlded the POI!IIIe to follow oloee to him which ~her Aeoordbagty Did 
ud getting near The Door he Willi etruck 118Veral Blows with clnbe, whlch he bad 
the GoodneM iB Gi!neral to tlmd off 110 fBr at leas& as not to Receive Any very Grea& 
Damage but aeveral of their olube striking Him as be was goelng up tba Aepl, and 
The Rioten Peniating in malntalulng Their GI'Oilod, he OC'derecl eome ol the P<ae 
te ~ which they aooordlngly did. The Rioters then fuught Vlolelllily with their 
elnbe and fired IIOIDe faw fire al'mll G the P~ by which Kr. JOBtioe Butterfield 
receWed a 11light llhot in the arin and another ot the Poe~~& reoelved a !!light l!hot in 
lhe head with Pilltol Bullets: but happily none ol the Poe~~& were IDOiially wounded. 
Two per110ns oftbe Rloten were Dangeroual,y wounded (one ofwbom ia llinoe dead) 
and severe! othel'l ol the Riotel'll were alaD wounded but not DangerouaJy 110. Eight 
of the Rloten were taken priaonen (including The one which ia llinoe Dud) .t. the 
wounded were t&ken C8l"8 of by Doc&. Day, Doct. Hill and Doct. rn- The laMer or 
which waa immediately l!ent fOr on Purpoae. The l'8l!i or the :Rioters Di8peraed 
!!lYing out Threatll that they would ~ all the tbrce P01111ible lllld would return 
111 on this Day to revenge themii81Vel! on the Sheril!' &Bd 011 118veral o&bera ot the · 
Posae. 

"Thia Beh1g a true state of the lhcte without the lea8l Ex~ou 011 tbe 01111 

lide or Diminutl011 on the other We humbly BUbmit to BYery ~nable Inhab~ 
ut wbether his ma~'a courts of Juatice the Gnnd and ooly IIIIOUJity For tiM 
llf& liberty and p!'Operty &f the publick llhonld Be tnQJpled on and Deetroyed 
whereby eald perBODB and properilel! or indhiduale lliGIIt at all dmee be e:lpOI!ed to 
tile Rage or a Rlotoue and Tumultuous lllll!elllbiT or wheeber it Doee Bot Behoft 
Every of his Kaje~~ty's Liege subjects In the said county to 81111emb1e themeelv• fbrth. 
with for the Protection of the LaW'II and maintenance ol Juatiee. 

"Dated In open Coort the Day and Year AfOI'eiiBid. 
II 'l'homa.tt CbaudJer, 

Noah Sabin. 
s.ep'hGreeaJeat; 

Benfa BuMerlleJd, 
Bildad AndJooal, 

8. GeJe, Olk." 

The following 8000UDt or the alft"ay W81 pnbliahed at Salem, u:-chuaettl, in the 
&sex Gazette, under the date or Karch 14th-21st, 1776 :-

"We hear a 'body of people armed with clubs aud IJOJDe few fire ~ to the number 
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of about one hundred, a.embled at Weetmiuter In the Coun&y of CambertaDd ia 
the provinoe or New York, on the eYeDing ohhe 18th day of this iaMant, beiDg tbe 
evening before the day or the Bitting of the Court or Common PIMa ilr Mid Colm&y, 
for the purpoee or preventing the Coorte lliUing there, and ~ pr•e•on of dJe 
Court Houae. The Sheriff of the County being previoualy advert.iaed of their dllllip, 
railed the P0111e Comitatwl to oppoee them, and Clllllle up to the Court Hcxwe a abort 
time after the rioterll had 1111ized it and attempted to enter the eame, bui Willi o~ 

by them. He infurmed the rioters that the Court HoW!e wu the property of hia 
llajeety, and that he W8l the keeper or it, and demanded entrance into it, and ordenld 
them t.o diapel'lle, which they peremptorily rel'ueed to do. Several &Uempta were lll8de 
oy the Sheriff and the POIB! to enter the hOW!e without force, which were relliated 
by the mob. The Bherift' then Informed the rioters that he was determiDed at .a 
events, to have poiiM!IIllion or the hOW!e ; if he oould not get it without, he would Be& 
it by force. He then read the riot act to them, and ordered them to dillpene witbia 
one bour, and told them, that if they did not di8perae within that time, and OMa 
their oppollition to hia entrance into the Court Houae, he would moat oenainly Older 
the Poe~~~ to fl.re on them ; to which they replied, • Fire and be damned! H you do, 
the hardeet fend olt' The Sherift' told the rioters he would not have \hem fla&tillr 
theDIII8lvee that he would not fl.re on them, for he waa abeolutely determiDed to do i& 
if they oontinued obatinate. He then with hia POII!Ie, let\ the hoUIIII for the apaoe at 
about three hours, during which time all poaible argumenta were Ulled to diSSllllde 
the rioters &om their purpoee, which they treated with neglect. They then sent to 
thoee of the Judges of the C<>urt then in the town, to lmow if they would treat wi&h 
a oommittee &om their body, whether the Court abould do buaine& The Judpe 
returned this anawer: That they oould not treat with them whether hia ~a 
bullineaa should he done or not, but that if they thought themaelna aggrieved aod 
would apply to them in a proper way, they would give them redreaa if it WM in 
their power. But thia wu by no DI68D8 aatiafactory to them. . .U the expiraiioll 
of the three hours, the Sheriff and POBBe returned to the Court Hem. ad ipiR 
attempted to enter it, but were heat back by the rioters with their club& He told 
them he would moat certainly fl.re on them, if they did not deaiat. They answtn4. 
• F"U"e and be damned I Fire and be damned I' The Sheriff then ordered hia me Co 
fl.re upon them, which they did and wounded one mortally (who ia ainoe dead) ar.d 
several others very badly, one or whom ia thought to be dangeroua. The S~ 
after a Cew ahota, ordered the fl.re to cease, and hia men to enter the bcMMe wilh 
clubB, which they did, when a stout relliatance waa made by the rio&erl b -
time ; but they were ft.nally diapoaaeaaed and nine or ten of them takeD priloaer& 
The rioters fired once or ~wice on the Sherift''a party, but did no damage. The li8U 
day the rioters were reinforced by a large number, armed with muaketa, and being 
much suporior to the Sherilf'a party, took him and about twelve othen and oonfined 
them in cloee gaol." 

Another newspaper account wu given by John Holt, in hia NewYork:Joamalor 
General Advertiaer, under date orThUJ'IIday, llarch i3d, 1776. It may be found in 
the American Archives, Fourth Seriee, 1776, vol. ii oola. ~~ .. 216. The followinjf 
ia a oopy: 

" On llonday afternoon, expreaaea arrived in Town &om the County of Cumber
land, in thia province. who bring accounta trom thence of a very extraordinary and 
alarming nature. On the Monday afternoon preceding, llarch 13th, the day for hold· 
ing the InCeriour Courts, several rioters and diaordorly pe1110os, to the number of 
between 80 and 90, uaembled at the Court Houae, of which they took ~ 
with an avowed intent of preventing the Court from being held the next day ; many 
of them had arme, and thoee who were unprovided for, were oollecting both anna 
and ammunition with all poesible dispatch. llany of the llagiatratea having oome 
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to Town, it Will thought adviaable tbat the Sb~ ebou1d make the uaual proclama
Clon apiDit riotma M1811lbliee, and demand pcllaellli:DD of the Court HoUIIB and Jail; 
which beiDg ntu.l IIIIV8I'al Umea, &boo' 9 o'clock at ni«ht a party 81111e1Dbled in 
order to dlspene the rioterL Th-prooeeded with the 8herift' and IJ01De magistrate~ 
to the Coun Houe where proolamatioD wae apin made by the Sberift' for the rioters 
to di8pene, and IIIJJldry' a&tempta 1fllft made to get ill, withou' UliDg fire arms, but 
thla proving ~ three gUIII were fired over the door in hopee the riotera 
would be intimidated and retire; but 10 determined were they in their undertaking. 
that the fire ..... immediately retumed from the Court Houae, by which one or the 
Kagistratee Willi alightly wounded, and another person ~ through hie clothe&. 
The ~ -log the imminen' danger they were ill, 10 well ex8!ted them· 
eelvee that they Coroed the ftoont cloor, and al\er a very aman 8J1811f!9ment, wherein 
one of the riotel'll waeldlled, and many pereone on both llidee wounded, the Court 
Bonae wae cleared, and proper m81111U1'81 taken to preiiBl"fe the ~ for that night 
The next momlng all was tllmult and dieorder. The Judgee, however, opened the 
Conn at the usaal hour, and adJourned till 3 o'clock in the afternoon; but by this 
time, the body or riotel'll beginning to .-mble in large partiee from New Hampehire, 
and places adjaoent, and particularly lrom Bennington, in 'he neighboring County or 
Albany, with a hOIIWe appearance, ancl the Coun fi>reeeelng no probabili'Y of being 
able to proceed to buainel!ll, adjoumed dll next June term. The body or riotenr, 
which soon amounted to upward!! of 1100, wnound.ed the Collrt Houae, took the 
Judges, the Juatlcee, the She~ the Olerk, and as many more of their liiendllae they 
could 11nd, into cl018 cwt.ody, and eent plll'tiee out, who were claily returning with 
more prillonel'll. The roade and IJIIIl!8l!ell were guarded with III'IMcl men, who indie
criminatelylald hold or all p8111!811gtll'll against whom any of the party in&imated the 
least suspicion; and the mob, stimulated by their leadel'll to the utmoei fury and 
revenge, breathed nothing but blood and slaughter againllt the 1ll1filrtunate per10111 

In their power. The only thing which 81111p8Dded their fate was a dift'erence ot 
opinion aa to the manner of deetro7iog them. Ancl &om the vioJalce and inhlliiWiity 
or the dl8poeition apparent in the riotel'll, it Ia greatly to be fi!ared that 1101ne of ihe 
worthy mw in oon&ement will fall a .critlce to the brutal ftiJ'y of " band or ruC· 
IIana, before timely aid can be brought to their llllliatr.nce." 

The annexed extr&cta from the Journal of the New York Prorinclal Congreea 
ehow that strenuoua measures would hr.ve been adopted by the British, to quell the 
IJlllliTeCtionary spirit In Cumberland ooun'Y, evinced by the ennta or the 18th ot 
Karch, had not more lmponant ecenea demanded the atten~n of ihe Crown. 

"Tueeday, 9 o'clock, .A.K. 

"September 12th, lUll. 
"Ordered, That Samuel Wells, Eeq., or Cumberland ooun'Y, be requeeted to 

attelld before thie Committee or SafetY* at llve o'clock this afternoon. 
"Tueeday, 4 ho. P • .II. BepL 12th, 17711. 

"Samuel Welle, Eeq., according to order, attencling at the door wae OBlled and 
examined. Says, • That no arme were eent to Cumberland county by government
did hear that Gov. Colden applied to Gen. Gage for anna, and heard the arme came
but the affilir at Lexington put an end to it-of the £1,000 granted for Cumberland 
coun'Y, £200 of the money has been received-it Willi employed to reimbunle the 
sherift' and llr. Gale, the expenee or themeelYee and the other prilloneJ'II and 
expl'e88ell-heard the arms were pm on bor.rd the King'e Fisher-baa forgot how he 
heard it, and doee not know how they were ~ o(' "-i. 144, 146. See aleo, 
American Archives, Fourth Series, 1776, voL iii. ooL 890. 

• A Committee of&l'ety uonally oat dnrlq the-olthe ProYID~ with tempo
nrr powen equal to th- or the latter bocl7. 
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111 the" BeeofdlfCifDrr •a.," ..._i16aQ ..., _.. t1o tM-rl/ra;f. De 
hlhlgt to 'WIIIeh" .... blftll .., ... J-.. of by tile ........ .....,_ in tu. 
l"feeO'ddL Ill eee ......,. •• ~ II ..,.., "tbai WoM. Sillil*l S&u
cbamber Ill w............. l1l - ...... wt • .-tiq d tile IDhMiialutlll ot &ba& 
towB. held oo tM 114 er AGipl&, 1n4, ooean • .-., wbiall ebowwU~a &he people 
cl the mum, 1NI'e ....,.t Ia pnplri• • ..._. -u ol 1M diMrt.loel 
wtllell had lleppeaed ID ~e 'IDOIIItb ef lfllrcll ,..n... Tlle<eldr7 ia iD.-&h- woro. :
" Votid thllt i• tM 1M1 S.Oe cl tbil.._ tbM tD1 r.... $IW 118 ia ~ baud ol 
l)r 8olOIIWl lllr-vy 118 N- a•y JkkluaOe In dll Oale which &lie Coaunit.e ia CJolid. 
tiDg ft)r ~ ~ wtdCil ..... 11'8 tlo OeleOt ia .... BIICl OoMaCt ol &be Cert tiom 
11:11 !bat 8ettiDg lip the Oert n.a • &M w (1/ Kar<Ja I.lla ead &bel teo.e ~ 
only Bhue ht till Pepll 'hnl Dilpl1Miad at the BarbiWJ' o-t.nCi of oiDseira ol 
the Cort aad wve B-., 10 IUM uad. a.op dll Con be 6lre ibM 8me: aad sa. 
IMton Show IAe wlee tile ealtf ~ dw People IIDd prix tile time: aDd we thiDk 
it BNt ne& to haft t1101111 LMon sou t1o w.....,.rbtr" 0a the 111Ul d Karoh, nte, 
a meeting w• heM lilt Bratde~ llr the pnrpoae of eeouriDg the punishment ol 
thollll cl She o.art party ..t 81leri1r'a p-, wbo bad beeD tllljJ1I88d in the :• W eat
mfnlttor KMiac!re." Tblll appears bJ the fellowillg Jll8llll9 from the old records 
bebe mentieaecl. A£ • tloW'1l aeedntf held on the 26th of FebrUary, 1776, " Votid 
to Send a man t1o line the Ooumy Comitt.e on &lie twelfth of marCh at the bows of Jlr. 
Joh1l Berpaat at ~ a& NiD.e oC tbe o Clock in the Core Noon to Draw 
np a ~ to Bead t1o the OoetanaJahall Coolfl8at Phile Dalpha Coll88l1liDg 
tlt01!18 tU.t perpatldd tile mody lla...aree on the thurtleeinth of march Last." 

l1l a ~ writt.ea by Ira AJJa, eo&i&led, "Ki~l1111eooa Remarks on the 
ProceediDga cl tibe &ate cl New York apiDat the State of Vermmt, &c.," IUid 
publllbed in the,_,. 17'r7, the atlaor rel!rriDg to the ooloDial government of New 
York, o._,.. :-" Ia ope11 'riolatiOil to the laws of the crown, the 18j!ielative and 
axecut!Ye po1nft, -ed to t.beaM!vea &lrtbority to hold oonrt.a: their conduct 
was ao no~ tGat it ..,.. the ClaW!8 of thai odiou uad. never to he CorgotteD 
- at dlt Oeart ~ in Mid CnmberlaH Couaty, on the evening of the thir
teenth of :au.dltn6, In which..-.!. perP~S wen aotually murdered. 0 1 horrid 
10enel" 

Another pBJphlet, enWW, "Vel'IDOIIt'e Appeal to the Candid and Impartial 
World," the pnldliCllioa of St.ephea Bow Bradley of Weatmineter, which WM 

p11bliahed Nriyln the year 1780, 0011tame 1111 allueion to the events under considera
tion, in theae wordii:-"But above all, have they [the people of Vermont] BU1fered, 
&om tile cruelty of GJ"eelt Britain and her emiaaries.-For the truth of these thinjpl 
- can appeal to maDY undeniable fact& So late • Karch, 1776, previous to the 
battle of Lexingtloo, the judps of New York, were led in fettere of iroa, within the 
gatet o( their OW'll oity, h- ebedding ilmooellt blood at W eetllliDBt.er, in murderously 
attempting to enforce the laWB of that province upon the people of Vermont." 

Six yean afller the aft"ray, on the election of certain men to civil olll.oee in Wind· 
bam OODDty, who previ01111 to the Bevolu&ion bad been obnoxious to the lll&ll8 of the 
people. t!OIIIe o( the inbabitant:ll o( RookilllJham requested the Governor 1111d Council 
~the stat.e to keep back their oommialliona, inumuch as they were "known Ene
mies to this and tbe Uni&ed S&atea." In proof ofthiachalge they declared that theee 
men had been "active 1111d ~ to the shedding the lirst Blood that was eb.ed 
In America ~ lllpport BritiW1ic Govenunent, at the Horrid aDd Never to be forGot 
)[.-ore Commicted at W lllltllliDiter Cortt Houae on the Night of the lSth of lUrab, 
1775. 0 horTed Cean [-]." 

In the year 1781, Vermont incre&Bed her t.erritory, by admittilllJ within her juri&
dictionallimita thirty·five toWlll! which had aeoeded from the government of New 
Hampshire. This movement arollll8d the apprehelll!ions of the people of the latter 
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stat&, ad Rremloa8 &Uiemptl wen aM8 ·to l:'tiCCWer h eeoediar tmru. Amoag 
the -wa ~by tbe eltmlua of New Bampahire 011 W. 11111jecl, wu oue, 
entitled, "An ~ to the people of New Hampehire, end ~ the odler Unlied 
at.tea." Ill thill paper the ewldl CODil8llted with tbe "W.,....inster ~" were 
n!llm'8d to u illlonl-

" The lnhabltantn or a oer1aln Tract of J:..nd w811& of Oau.IIO&iea& Bmlr, OOIBIBOIIly 
kDoWn by the JUIIIIe oC tdae .New Bampahin Gnntn, being by t.he order of the Xing 
of BritniA in Oouacil, aDIIIIDil te t8e ProriDce of New Yerlr, Mid pat uader tbM 
government, did 10 ocmlinna, D wiUioat IIOilUI nna-, chiefly iD the Western 
pnrt of tid 'lerri&ory, util the lUrch 1~ ~gtbe 8Yel' maDONble oo
meat oC 'Hnlli"h betfta • and Britain ..t ~; wlae 10me Per.ua ru. 
alrecfal to the New York Goonmunent, ~to breK 1lJI tat COill't at w-. 
llliDaer, one ~ t.har Dlllllber being alain and another mortally 1FOUil4ed by the 
Bberift' ud his P-, ID bla eodeavoftl to Bnpphlll the illllugente, t.bat wahappy 
eYeat 10 ooc.ioaed the ~ of Bptri* and numbers to &he Oppo1181'a of that 
GOYI!ImDeiR • -.bied them to ell'ee& their deB!p. The People ClOnoeroed in tOM 
transaction, Bnppoeed themeelv418 to be engaged in ihe c-•-of the Colouiel, 
and generally 8%peclted the Oonrt pMiy to be ~ to the -, allll 811 many of 
them aftenrarda either from principle or by J"eaaiiOl oC what they eelleemed ~
tion, proYed to be Torlee, tbia IM!n'ed to gi:re a more plallllible oolonring to the irnth 
of the above 11Upjlo81tion. In additiOD to the Name oC Toriea which the geaeralitr 
ol the Oourt auppcll'teftl had obWned, the Tide of Y orkenl wu..joined, and to eerve 
a tum were made synouymous. The other pKt or the People uader the directioa 
of 1101118 wann Leaden alwaye inimical to New York, ~ advlllltage of the timee 
when this and York state who eech had claim8 oC Jurisdiction over them, were buaij,r 
engaged agaiDat the oommon Enemy, did ereet &hemaelvea into au Independent 8iate 
by the name of V ermonl The Yorkers were prett, ogeaerally deniea of die pre
tended auiboritr or eald v ermoa.t 8tata and lilllled 811 they - aWe under die 
Govemmcmt of N- YOlk. 

"The principal and moet zealoUII promoteftl oftbia Union (the uaiOD Or the New 
Hampshire towua with Vermont], are die Yolil:eftl on the other Bide, with the Tories 
on this eide or the river, qether with many of ~ wbo formerly pel'lleCuted the 
former mentioned pert!Ona 88 M:urderert~ and enemlee to their Country. M:en put and 
now lying under bond8, others BUbjeoted to imprisonment and oonftnement with their 
judges and witneeeee against them, are now preferred to the ftl'llt olllcee or Govern· 
meat.· The former not ~ or proe-ing a ciuiDge or SeDtimen'-' aa to the 
jUIItice or onr oommon eauee, but rather avowing their opinion to be right that our 
eau.ae is not good, and C!ODiider in die condwlt of people towards them in their 
preeent preferment 88 a oompeuaation for their former ill treatmeat for acting the 
part of bone~& men in refusiDg t.o foUow tlut multitude in what they thought and still 
t.blnJt not right. 

" On the other eide or the River the auU.Ority departing tiom their Colllltitution 
(not the ftl'llt time)., the infringement oftha Freedom ofEI.eciion did in print nomi· 
nate to the choice oC the Counties for oivil ollleera, if not )(ilitaq alao, men by them 
before eeteemed (being Yorll:ers) enemies t.o dleir CountlJr, DAY lWrd.el'8ra tOr beiDg 
ooncerned iu the Weab»inoter affray." 

In hill "Deeoriptive Blmtch" or Vermont, published in 179'7, Dr. John .Andrew 
Graham baa, wid! hie UIIWil iMoeuracy alld.auperll.oiab¥la, recoan&ed die eveu.ta . of 
the alllay in th.e wonla :-

" W eetmi~~Mer ia a delightful p~ and oontaius eeveral superb ~ He.rc 
were formerly held the Courts of Judicature, under the Btata of New York, b11t the 
Hettler&, in Karch, 17715, were 10 highly euaperr.ted at the oppreeeive conduct and 
inaolence of die Governor of that State, and his junto of land-jobbenl, that dley 
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-bled in ar-, ll&oppecl die Ooan from lli&tiDr, dnwe diem from tbeir tierrUIIry, 
lllld would DeYer after .wrer die Gcm!nulleo& C1l New YOI'k to han &he ~ 
jurildic&ioD OYer tbem. "--p. 1(1'1. 

Ira AUea, iDa prer..&ioul Tolume, euWled, "The Namru lllld Poli&bl Hillialy 
olthe State olVermont," m, publiabed iD 1'198, U. w.po.ad ol dui"W ..... hwtw 
x-e" In a llllllllDIII'1 maJJDel'. 

"In .Karch, 1 '7715, an attempt wu made to bold a eoart o( J1llltloe ai W fllltmiDiter, 
in the 001111ty ol Cumberland, which wu pre'Nil&ed by the people, wbo had .,}y 
cakeD ptl!ll!iou oldie Coan-bouae, lllld the Jadplwere retu.ed eutnmce ai the 
-' hour when the Ooaltll W8l'8 opeoed j tberellre th.,. and the omoen of dill 
Conn retired, until about eleYen o'clock ai night, when they re&unled, aDd were 
apba refoaed admittance; whenapoo they 8red into the bouae, and killed ooe man 
lllld 'WOUllded II8Venl. Thia iDiamed the llllnd. o( the piiOple 110 a high clfl8'98t who 
DID day ftocked from Rf!!r1 J*l of the COilllty; a CO!Oiler'l iJiquMt •t 011 the body, 
and brought In a verdlc* thai the man wu tllil}illlr _.. br Ae CotrC ~ 
IOIDe of wbom they ll8ised, and 181lt to Nort.bamptoo I!1IOl iD ~--- bat who, 
were ""-d oo applicMioD to the Chiel JaAioe of New Y ork."-pp. 615, 64. 

The epitome ol the ~ ClOilJMICted with the J 3th ol l(arob, 1 '7'16, • gi'fell 
by the Rev. Hoaea Beoldey, iD a little work called, "The :mGorr of V I!I'IIIODt," 
r.emblell the citatioal from Graham and .Allen. OC the penon who wu killsd on 
dill oocuion, llr. Becld81 obeervee :-" Hla D8ID8 wu William Freaeb, oC Bratde
boroagb; where and in Dummeraton branchea of bla family baye liooe n!lided iD 
1"81p8Ctable atandiDg; and from which 118Yeral. enterprlaiug iDdhida.la have gone 
fbrth into the Union; and one, a miaiolllll'Y UDder the .A.merioaD Board, 110 Alia."
pp. 'JO, 89. 

In an AnODymoaa ballad publlabed iD the 1f!J1BZ 1'1'19, the original of whioh Ia DOW iD 
the ~on ol !Prank lloore, Eeq., the genial editor of the "Songa and Balladl o( 

the Am«ican Bnolutiou," reCerenoe Ia made to the death ol William P'reDch. The 
etanza iD which the allwion occurw and the note of illuetratioa accompanying it, are 
In thta wordll:-

"BIR v...--w .. w~.., :so,., 
.,or llatroD, Maid, and 8pluter: 

Whooe joyo are lied, whooe Homes •~ lad, 
I' or the Y oath• or Bed W eotm!Dater." 

Although the ooiUtl in Cumberland OOUDty .ere badly managed in IIWlY inltu. 
cee, previoua to the time when they were stopped, yet the administration o( juatice 
in thla portion of the proYince of New York W811 not wholly neglected by the pro
Tinclal judgee. There Ia still extant an a!Bdevit or Richard llonis, olerk ol tbe 
oourt of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery in the province or New 
York, dated the 26th or .A.uguat, 17'1._ in which that gentleman teetifted before 
Lieut.-Gov. Cadwallader Colden, that the Hon. Robert R. Llvingaton, one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court of judicature for the province of New York; attended 
the l!elll!ion of the coort of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol DeliYery, held at 
Weetmineter in July, U'fj. 

In the east pariah of W eetminllter, "the Liberty men" were few and far betwee11o 
In the west parish, the majority of the inhabitante were "pure Whigs." The men 
who eerved UDder Capt. Azariah Wright on the 13th or March, were mostly from 
the letter pariah. Captain Wright's oompany W8ll organized between the yeara 1'168 
and 1 '170. It Ia not known whence he obtlined hie captaincy, but it ill evident that 

• "A y011ng m&1l who wu ltiUed by the Torteo, Deal' the Great Falla ot the rlnr OoueaUeut, 
ID the ipriDc ot the year1'1'111." 
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hie force at the time ol the outbreak, Willi of the people and supported the people's 
CltUIItl. Par eevenl years he had been IICCI18tomed to call hia company together for 
drill, at hie own hoaee, and iC the policy ol the Whigs had not interdicted the use ot 
flre lll1llll, hia men would have evinced their llkill1111 marksmen in such a manner u 
wouJd have caoaed no dlacredit to their leader. A.a far 1111 can now be aacertained, 
&be orpllization of the company WBIIIIII follows :-Captal.n, Azariah Wright; Lieu• 
tenan~ Jabell Peny; First Sergeant, Simeon Burke· Second Sergeant, J_. 
Burke. 

Jacob Albee, 
John Albee, 
Lemuel Amee, 
.Aa Anrill, 
John Averill, 
Thom1111 Averill, 
Jabez Bates, 
Sllu Burke, 
AthertonChaft"ee, 
Andrew Crook, 
Robert Crook, 
William Crook, 
David Daley, 
JOD&than Fuller, 
Beth Goold, 
William Goold, 

John Well& 

Praucla Holdeu, 
John Holt, 
Ichabod Ide. 
Israel Ide, 
Joeeph Ide, 
Robert Killer, 
John Petty, 
Atwater Phippeu, 
Joeeph Phippen. 
Samuel Phippeu, 
Robert Rand, 
James Richardeou, 
Nathaniel Robertaou, 
Reuben B.obertaou, 
Edmund Shipmau, 
Jehiel Webb, 

The ofllcers of the Bockingbam company were, 1111 far u remem.bered, Captain, 
Stephen SargeaDt; Lieutenant, Philip Salford; Surgeon, Reuben Jones. Nothing 
Ia known of the organization or the companies &om Guilford or Walpole. It had 
long been the custom of Judge Thomu Chandler, to procure commi,giona of one 
kind and another trom New York, and bestow them on such 1111 he favored. In this 
wsy aeveral military ofllcers had been appointed in dilferent parta of the county. 
Thoee persona in W eetminster who had obtained the titles which they bore in thla 
manner, were llajor John Nortou, Captain Benjamin Burt, Lieutenant Hedad 
Wright, and Enaign William Willard, but it Ia believed that no company Willi eTer 
organized Wider th- ofllcera. 

The manner in which the Court party treated the .. rioters" on the night or the 
affray, Willi to the former :m especial topic of congratulation among themaelvee.. One 
of them, William Willard, a justice of the peace, even while a priaoner in the Court
houae, "made a brag that be struck French" and knocked him down. After hia 
enlargement, he went to New York, and on his return, appeared In a new suit of 
clothea, which, it wae said, had been given him by the Lieutenant Governor, in 
acknowledgment of his valiant conduct. He died at Brattleborougb. In his last 
days he wae inaane, and hia final sickness, being hemorrhagic in ita character, wae 
regarded by the old people 88 a judgment upon him trom God, tbr the part he had 
'-ken in shedding the blood of French. 

A door of the old Court-hOUBe, which was perforated by a bullet on the memor
able night of the rencontre, W88 for many years preeerved by a citizen of W eetmlnster 
and did him good aervioe 88 a door in hia own dwelling. 

Corwerning Dr. Reuben Jones who acted ao prominent a part among the Whlgt, 
48 
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but little Ia known. 'l'bat he wu a man. r:4 ~ ia pnwed by bill " BelatioD 
of the p~ of the people oC the County of Cumbedaad, aud PrvriDee oC New 
York," which baa been &irMdy referred to. A.t t.he meeliiug t.id • W!Btr • ....,.. aa 
the 11th of .April, lH~ for the porpoee of deYiailljJ to resist the progress of 
oppre~~~ion, Dr. J oaes eerved u clerk. On IIOilOWl.i r:4 his fllcility ill oompolli.tion arul 
hia general aocuracy, he wu often ohoeen to limilar· positions on more importani 
OOClllllions. He wu the delegaie from R.ookjngbam In UJ.e conTention ld at 
on the 25th of September, 1 ns, and represented the former town in the Gf.m 
.Assembly of Vermont during the Be88ions of 1118, 1779, and 1'180. He then 
removed to Chester, and in 1181 was the representative from that town in the Gene
ral .Assembly. Like many of the early Bettiers of Vermont, he became involved in 
debt. Having been Beized in New Hampehire, at the instance of an inhabitant of 
that state, be W88 conftned in the jail of Cheshire county, during a part of the sum· 
mer of 1185. On the 16th of .August, in that year, be effected his escape from pri· 
son. On t.he 22d, a warrant W88 issued by Simeon Olcott, a jll.Btice of the peeoe lOr 
Cheshire county, directing hia arrest if found within the bailiwick of the sherift' of 
that county. To evade the officers of the law, Dr. Jones repaired to Vermont. 
Simon Steveilll, a justice of the peace for Windsor county, issued an order far his 
arrest on the 27th, and on the 29th the unfortunate physician was taken at Chester 
by John Griswold of Springfield. But even now his friends did not desert him. 
.As Griswold W88 taking him oft; John Caryl and .Amos Fish r, citizens of Ches
ter, made an attack upon the officer, and delivered Dr. Jones from hia hands. A& 
the session of the Supreme court held at Windsor, "on the l!leOODd' Tueeday, next 
following the fourth Tuesday of .August," 1785, the grand jUI'Ol'll bmd a true biD 
against the Doctor and hia two friends for reeisting an officer, but the reeult of the 
trial which followed does not appear. 

It may not be generally known that an attempt bas already been made, by IIUIDJ 
of the most distinguished and patriotic citizens of Vermont, to obtain &om the Legill.a
ture of that state an appropriation for the purpoee of erecting a monument to the 
memocy of William E'Nnch. At the lllll!lion in 1852, the tOllowing petldon WM 

read in the holl88 :-

" To the General .A.ssembly of the State of Vermont: 
" The undersigned citizens of this State, believing that it is not only a duty, but 

inseparable from the love of countcy and the support of tree institnti0111, to cberiah 
the memocy of thoee who, on momentous occasions, have otrered up their livtllllbr tbe 
public good, beg leave to call the attention of the Legislature r.o the periahi.ng tRide 
of the memorial erected at Westminster, in 17'75, over the body of William Pnmch, 
the proto-martyr of Vermont independence, if not that of .America. We think diS 
there is a turning point in every revolution, giving it a flxed and decisive character, 
namely, the first resistance unto blood; and it is almost needless to •Y with 1Fba 
spirit and patriotism this was done by the young man just mentioned, or what an 
immeDI!e impulBe W88 given by hia devoted sacrifice to the followenl Of Chittendm, 
.A.llen, and Warner, resulting at 188t in the freedom and independence of the SCa&e cA 
Vermont. The monument of crumbling slate, with its rude but emphatic inscription, 
erected by what we may now call the pious bands or the men or t.hoee days, Ia now 
fast perishing away, and, unless some steps are taken to save it, will soon wbolly 
disappear. Feeling that this ought not to be, and that the duty of preventing it wiD 
be performed in a more honorable and imposing manner, and be much more indicatiTe 
of the spirit of our whole people, if done by the State, we ventnre to pray that I!Ucb 
means may be taken by the Legislature as are most meet and proper for that purpoee." 

To this petition were appended the names of Charles K. wnu.m., William C. 
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Bradley, c.rlosC'oolldge, Daniel Kellogg, JaoobCollamet, Ob&tleeK. J'let4, aadftfty-
88'f'en other per&ODS, together 'lrith the names or eighteen or Cbe teblel~es of William 
IPrenoh. The BUbject was referred to a select committee, ciompoeed of George W. 
Gnndey, George Lyman, Jarvis F. Burrows, Hiram Ford, and Thomas Browning. 
A very able report, favorable to the request of the petitioners, and containing much 
hildorieal i:abmMion m vtWe, waa pnpu-ed b,y $Mse genilemen, aud preeented to 
abe H0U18 on the 9th of lli<Wember. A~ the eame 8me t.key reporied the following 
bill, and reepectfullyi9COIIID1ellded ita~:-

"An Act making aa appropriaQoa for a llon'llmllJl& to WWiam French. 
" It Is hereby enacted b,y the General .A.aaembl,y at ~ State of Vermont, aa 

lilows: · 
.. Section 1. A BUill not exoeeding twenty-ftve hundred dollara Is hereby appro

pl'fated, to be expended under the direction of the Governor, in the erection of a 
granite llon'IIIIIent onr tbe grave of William Frenobt a& W eetmiimter; and the 
Auditor of AcoountB is direoted to audit the account& of the Governor for the expen· 
ditnre herein providlfl. and draw orders on the Treasurer of the State for the II&IIle. 

" Section 2. This act aha1l take ef!'ect trom ita paaaage." 

The petition, report, and bill were laid on the table, and the clerk was " ordered 
to procure the printing or ftve hundred copies for the use of the honse." On iw 
introduction subsequently, the bill waa advocatod by the Hon. William 0 . Bradley, 
o! Westminster, in a speech replete with patriotio sentiments, ftlrcfble arguments 
and historic facts of the most interesting character. To the great regret of a very 
lup minority the bDl was defeated by a few vote&, on its third reading. 

APPENDIX J. 

OPIMOIIS BIIIPBoTnfG A SKPAJU.TlOJI I'BOK JIBW YOU. 

Referred td (JD p. 8tlf. 

Tim annexed report, prepared by the committees of Cumberland county, and 
which forms the baail of the abstract given in the text, is takm trom the MS. 
George Clinton Papers, inN. Y. State Lib., vol v. doc. 1643. 

"Copies of Returns made ·by Committees of Sundry Towns in the County of 
Cumberland of the Number of Inhabitants in their Towns, and an aooount of their 
Principlell, 80 far u respects a separation trom New York. 

"Thoae in Hinadale thM are for the State of New York, 11th August 1 '778, 
are in number 39 

"For the State o! V~n& 1 
"Neuters ~ 

11 The Town of Guillbrd did not make a Return, but they reckon 68 Voters for 
Hew Y ark, not 80 maDY br Vei'IOOnt, and a number of Neuters. 

"In Halifax, For New York, August 11, U78 68 
"For Vermont 86 
"Neuters • !aO 

"Total 119 
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"Tile :&'amber oC Vot.a in BraWeborough who dialent &om the pre-
tellded &Me of Vermont, August 11, l'l'l8 • 186 

"Number who are fOr Vermont 1 

"Total • 1M 

"The Town of llarlborougb llt!Dt a Bepreaentative to ye ftret s-lon oC A.embly 
for Vermont, but have lately u a Town, Voted not to intermeddle further in ibe 
Dispute until ~ ehall declare their ee11.111 upon the matter. 

"In Wibn1Dgton (or Draper) for New York, August 'l, l'l'l8 Ill 
"For V ermoot • 16 
"N~ 8 

"Total 

"l!'rom Polham, no Betum Ia yet made, but upon a Division of the Town, ye 
Dl~Jor put were against V ermoni, ye chief of which are alllo apinlt New York. 

"From New Fane, no Return made, but ye Inhabitanta being about eqtDilr 
divided, han oome to eome agreement of neutrality. 

"The Aooount aDd Number of the Inhabitants of the Town of Putney from the 
age ofl6 and upwards, taken the lOth of .August, 1'l'l8, [is] as followeth: 

"Ken ot Age that signed to oontinue under the State of New York, in 
Number · 89 

"The account of thoee of the Inhabitants tbat have signed and 11W0rD. to 
the State ofVermont, Ia H 

"The Remaining part of the Inhabitants oC Age and under Age, are 41 

"Total 186 
"Taken by us, the Subecriberl, as Committeemen Cor ye eald Town of Putney. 

"James Olay, Samuelllinott. 

"W eatminster eent no Return ; is about equally divided-the Number oC 
Voters for New York about .0 

"Bockingham Committee did. not oome or eend. 

"In Springft~ld, For New York 
" For Vermont 
"Neuters 

"Total 

•In Weatherafteld, For New York. 
"For Vermont 

"Total 

11 
19 
4 

"No Towna bigher up the River have choeen Committee~ fbr the Parpoee or 
opposing the pretended State of Vermont." 

Another calculation as to the numerical strength of the Yorkers in Cumberland 
county, may be stated 88 follows. When in the month of July, in the year 1780, a 
company of fifty men was formed in Cumberland oounty, by the advice of Governor 
Clinton, fOr the continental eervice, every twelfth or thirteenth person of thoee 
required to bear ariiiB, was drafted for that purpoee. The number or y orkers, 
therefore, between the ages or sixteen and sixty, mUB\ at that time have amoUDted 
to more than six hundred.-Bee George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., voL x. 
doc. 8081. 
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Beilrred to on p. M6. 

lfo. cl ]fame of Qrut.ee. Part cl lfo. Whea Qruted. 
Lot. Lot. clA.orel. 

-
35 Timothy Church, . . whole Me) July 11th, 1186 
36 William Shattuck, • .. Me) " .. .. 
37 Hezekiah Stowell, " Me) .. .. .. 

:j 
Joeeph Wells, . let 360 .. .. .. 
A aa Plll'ker, • . 2d 280 .. II " 
James DavideoD, . 1111; 600 II .. II 

James Wallace, 2d 140 " .. II 

40 David Thurber, whole Me) II .. .. 

c{ 
Shubael Bullock, • 1111; 90 .. .. .. 
Daniel Wilkina Jr., • . . 2d 90 .. II II 

Paul Nichola, • • . . 3d uo II .. " 
~ Carpenter, • ~ 220 " II II 

eury EV8118 Jr., • fith 100 .. " .. 

:t Nathan Avery, • . 1111; 132 .. II .. 
Charles Phelpa, 2d fi08 II .. II 

Rutherford Haye, • . 1111; 180 SepWnber Uth 1'786 
James Stewart, • 2d 100 II " II 

Ebenezer Roberta, • . 3d 180 II II " 
John Sherburne, • • 4th 180 " " II 

"{ Jonathan Dunkley, • 1111; 176 July 11th, 1'786 
Elijah Prouty, • . 2d <i66 " " " 

.0 Philip Friebee and oth~ whole MD February 26th, 1 T93 .. { Joshua Lynd, • let 180 September uth, n 86 
Zephaniah Shepardson, 2d 100 " " .. 
Giles Roberta, • 3d 180 " " II 

Lemuel L~d, • ~ 180 " " II 

4'f Timothy urch, • whole 640 July 11th, l'l86 

:j 
John Olden, . • let 160 II " II 

Seth Olark, . • 2d 160 II II .. 
James Packer, • 3d 320 .. " .. 
David Goodenough, 1111; 340 " .. .. 
Edward ~ter,. 2d 300 .. .. .. 

l50 Gospel and oole, • whole MD April 6th, l'l86 
61 For Promoting Literature, .. Me) " II .. 
fi2 Francia Prouty, .. MD July 11th, 1186 . 
fi3 William Shattuck, • .. 640 .. " .. 
fi4 Seth Smith, .. MD 8eptember1.2th, l'l86 

Newell Earl, • 1111; 200 July 11th, l'l86 
66 Joeeph Coleman, 2d 240 " .. .. 

J Olliah Rice, 3d 200 .. " " 
Edmund Bemus, 1111; 220 " II II 

66 David Thurber Jr., • 2d 200 " " .. 
Aaa Stowell, • 3d 220 " II " 
Joeeph Whipple, 1111; 180 " " .. . 
Dean Ch8lle, • . 2d 100 .. " " li'f Daniel Whitney, 3d 180 " " .. 
Artemas Goodenough, 4th 180 II " " . 
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No. or Nam otGrantee. 
Part or No. Wheu Granted. Lot. Lot. otAcra 

Reuben Smith, 1st 1'10 July 11th, 1786 
Ephraim K.nnpp, • 2d 100 " " .. 

"! 
Artelllll8 How, 3d 200 " " " 
David How, . 4th 170 " " " 
Samuel Ourt:i8, 1st 180 " " " 

69 John Gault, . 2d 2 0 " ' .. 
Hale Salisbury, 3d 180 " " .. 

60 Timothy Church, .!whole 640 " .. " 
61 Philip FriBbee and others, " 640 February 26th, 1793 

Amos Yaw Jr., 1st 214 July 11 tb, 1'186 
u Nathan Culver, 2d 212 " • " 

~~bod Packer, . Bd 214 " " " 
muel Clark, . 1st 180 " .. " 

63 Hezelriah Stowell, • . 2d 200 " " " 
OrlruJdo Bridgman, . . ad 260 " " " 
John Adams, . 1st 160 " .. " 
Jonnthan Stoddard Jr., 2d 160 ., .. " 64 Benjamin Ballow, . Sd 160 " " ' . 
Charles Packer, 4th 160 I· " •• " 

65 William Shattuck, . hole 64P " " ' 
Oliver Teall, . • lat 260 " .. u 

~l Joseph Chamberlain, 2d 380 .. " " . 
Jonathan Cburcl,l, • lst 217 " " " 

67 Joseph Shepardson, . 2d 263 " .. " 
John Collins, • • 3d 160 " " " 

68 1 oseph Peck, • . whole 640 " .. " 

"{ 
Asa Clark, • • . 1st 97 " .. " 
Mntthew Ellis, . 2d 97 " " " 
Itha.mar Goodenough, . 3d 96 " " " 
Asoph Carpenter, . 4.th 350 " .. " 

~o{ 
John Burrows, • lst 1 0 " ' " 
!Timothy Phelps, . 2d 280 .. " " 
Samuel Cudworth, . 3d 180 lj " " 

71 Timothy Church, . whole 640 " ' " 

"{ ~ ~oshua Nurse, . 1st 77 0 30 September 12th, l'r 86 
imon Calkins, . 2d 96 1 26 " " ' 

J ot.h&m Spaulding, . 3d 96 1 26 " .. ' 
Seth Smith, . • 4th 347 0 10 .. " " 

79 Heury Evans, whole 640 July 11th, 1'186 

74{ 

Noah Shepardson, lst 9\l " " " 
Joel Bigelow, . 2d 360 " " " 
Joshua Nurse, Sd 200 " " " 

"1 
Thoma.s Baker, 1st 260 March 20th, 178 
Samuel Bixby, 2d 380 " " " 

76 
Amariah Parks, lst 92 0 30 September Uth, 1786 
Israel Smith, . 2d 497 3 10 " " " 
J olm Alexander, 1st 280 July 11th, 1786 

77 Reuben Church, 2d 180 " " " 
Isaac Crosby, . Sd 180 " .. " 

78 William Shattuck, whole 64\l " • " 
79 Henry Evans, " 640 " " " 
80 Henry Evans, " 640 " " " 

81 { 
William Guthrie, . } William Guthrie Jr., " 640 }{arch 20th, 1788 
Reuben Kirby, 

82 William Shattuck, .. 640 July 11th, 1'1 6 
8S William White, " 640 " " " 
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No. of Name ofGranteo. Part of No. When Granted. Lot.. Lot.. of Acres. 

84 Timothy Church, whole 6,0 July 11th, 1786 
Francis Co~ 1 t 128 September 12th, 1786 

85 J ~m5 Comins, 2d 256 " " " James Comins Jr., 3d 128 " " " 
William Pierce, 4th 128 " " " 

86 Francis Prouty, 1st 540 July 11th, 1786 
Isaac Kendal~ 2d 100 " " " 

87 Abrab.a.m A very, 1st 4.30 " " " 
William Gault, 2d 210 " " " 88 Daniel Ashcraft, whole 640 " " " 

as{ Jacob Stoddard, 1st 170 " " " Da.vid Lamb, • 2d 300 " " " Samuel Ear~ . 3d 170 " " " 90 Timothy Ohurcb, whole 640 " " " .A.donijah Putnam, • 1st 212 " " " 
91 Thomas Whipple, 2d 214 " " " Samuel Noble, 3d 214 " " " 

Amos Yaw, 1st 193 3 2'1i " " " 
92 Eleazer Tobe, • . 2d 198 3 27i " " " David Oulver, . 3d 203 0 25 " " " Elijah Curtis, . 1st 180 " " " 

Elijah Clark, 2d 100 " " " "93 Caleb Ellis, 3d 180 " " " 
Isaac Slater, 4th 180 " " " Jonathan Stoddard, 1st 200 " " " 94 David Thurber Jr, • 2d 200 " " " 
Caleb Nurse, • . 3d 240 " " " 
Moses Yaw, 1st 180 " " " 95 Israel Field, . • 2d 180 " " " 
Daniel Shepardson, • 3d 280 " " " 
Jotham Bigelow, 1st 168 " " " 

96 Nathaniel Carpenter, 2d 263 " " " 
Samuel Colefax, . 3d 168 " " " Elisha Pierce, 1st 200 " " " 97 Richard B. Church, 2d 180 " " " 
Eleazer Church, • 3d 260 " " " 
Jonathan 8. Alexander, • 1st 220 " " " 98 Samuel Melendy, 2d 420 " " " 

99 Obadiah Wells, 1st 220 September 14th, 1786 
Joseph Elliott, . 2d 420 " .. " 
Hezekiah Broad, 1st 328 0 20 July 11th, 1786 
Benjamin Baker, 2d 90 3 30 " " " 100 Ephrnim Rice, Sd 90 3 30 " " " 
Joseph Garcey, 4th 90 " " " 

Township No. 2, or Clinton, was surveyed by Simeon De Witt, on the 6th of 
April, 1786, and at the 88.11le time wns divided into one hundred lots, each of which 
it was intended should contain 640 acres. Lot No. 50 was appropriated to the use 
oC "Gospel and Schoolll," and lot No. 51 "For promoting Literature." On the 6th 
of May following, the coiiiiilillsionel'll of the land office resolved to compensate those 
who had BU.Ifered in opposing the government of Vermont, by giving to them Iota 
Nos. 35-100, inclusive, comprising, 88 w88supposed (lots 50 and 51 being excepted), 
sixty-four lots, or 40,960 acres. On the 11th of July, in the 88.11le year, the com· 
missionel'll divided ftfty-four lots, or 34,560 acres, &Dlong the one hundred and seven 
pei'IIOns who had been reported by Timothy Church and William Shattuck, 88 deserv· 
ing or reward, and reserved ten lots, or 6,400 acres, for the purpose of satisfying the 
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760 HISTORY OJ' B.UTEBlf VXRKONT. 

claims of such of the suft'erers as were not included in the list which Church IIDd hia 
fHenda bad pl'MBnted. On this OOCIII!ion, lot No. 81 Will granted, 260 8CI'ell ot'it to 
Tbomaa Baker, and 380 acree to Samuel Bixby. Bu~uently it was aaoertained 
that improvements bad been made on this lot, by perao1111 to whom it did not be1orJc. 
The owners of the land appear to have treated the aquattera with kindnea All 
amicable adjWitment of ditlicultiee waa the result. By an act of the LegiBiabue, 
passed Karch 20th, 1788, power W&l given to the commi.Uonera of the land omce 
to grant to Willi&m Guthrie, William Guthrie Jr., and Reuben Kirby, the aqua&
tera belbre rellmed to, lot No. 81, and by the eame act, lot No. '111 waa granted to 
Tbomaa Baker and Samuel Bixby, in place of lot No. 81. 

On the 12th and Uth of September, 1786 the commialli.onera granted eeven lo4aar 
.USO acree to a number of the "sufferers " whose namee bad not been included in 
the former enumeration. The demanda of the citizens of New York who had rellided 
in Vermont having been satiafied, the Legil!lature of New York by an act~ 
lLarch 20th, 1188, gave to the commlsaionera power "to ia!Ue a grant" oC two oC the 
Iota that bad not been dispolled o~ viz., Iota N oa. 46 and 61, OODtaining each MO aena, 
to Philip Frisbee, Samuel Frisbee, Philip Frisbee Jr., Ephraim Guthrie, Eben Landen, 
Beth Stone, Goold Bacon, Herman Stone, Nathaniel Benton Jr., Joeeph Landen, 
Roderick Moore, and their II880Ciates. Before they could " eeverally be entitled to 
reoeive their reepective grants," they were required to "pay into \he ReMo.ry of ahis 
state, in any public 1!8Cilrities, signed by the treasurer oC this state, at the rate or 
one shilling and three pence per acre for the Ianda to be granted to them n.peet. 
ively." A patent WIIB isllued in aooordanoe with this act, on the 26th of February, 
1'193. 

An examination of the above table, will show that Iota Noa. 72, '16, 92, 96, and 
100, contained respectively 617, 1190, 1191, 699, and 600 acres of' land, instead oCMO 
each. The re&80n of this discrepancy appears in the lbllowing extract, from the 
recorda of a meetmg of the commissioners of the land otllce, held at the h~ or 
llatthew Visscher, in Albany, on the 12th of Janwuy, 1789 :-"On running the aut 
line of the said township of Clinton tram the Delaware to the mouth ot'the Unadilla 
(the course of which line is north 4° 47' east~ the lots ld,joining to this line fell abort 
of 640 acree each, at which they were computed when ftrat ballotted for, u will 
appear by the minutes of this board. But In this entry such of the said Iota u 
were formerly ballotted to two or more persons, viz., Iota N oa. '12, 76, 92, 96, aud 
100, are divided among their respective proprietors in the same proporti01111 with 
reepect to the true quantity of each lot, u they were divided before on the suppo
sition that they contained the quantity or 640 acree each." Land omoe lL'mutee, in 
omoe Sec. State, N. Y., 1784-1'188, L 169, 170, 194-198, 120, 221, 224, 2211, 2M. 
262, 263: 1788-1796, ii 3, 1'1, 27-3~ lSI, 27, 281. Laws of N. Y., 11th IIBMioa, 
Greenleaf's ed., li 198, 199. llap No. 117, in oiBoe Sec. State N. Y. Jourul, 
Senate N. Y., 13th aeasion, 2d meeting, pp. 46, 4.9. 
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No.1 
.. i 
" 3 
II 4 
" 6 
" 6 
II 'J 
" 8 
" 9 
" 10 
"11 
1112 
II 13 
II 14 
"15 

.. 16 
"U 
" 18 
II 19 
II 20 
II 21 
II 22 

II 23 
II 24 
II 25 
II 26 
II 2'1' 
II 28 
II 29 
II 30 
"31 
" 32 
II 33 
" 34 
.. 35 
" 36 
II 37 
II 38 
.. 39 
"40 
"41 
"42 
"43 
"« 
"45 
"46 
.. 47 

APPENDIX L. 
DIVlSIO• or ftDI 180,000. 

ReCerred to on p. 66&. 

Samuel A.vtiry 
James A.beel 
Gold.sbrow Banyar 
John Bowles 
Catharine BOwlee 
James Beeckman 
William Banyar 
Thomas B. Bridgen • 
Samuel Bard 
Robert Bowne 
William Cockbume • 
Ebeuezer Clark 
Jamee McCarra 
Alexander Cruikshank • • • • 
Cadwallader Colden, ThoJVU Colden, Alexander 

Colden, and JOIIIah Ogden Holrman, surviviug 
Executon of Cadwallader Colden, deoeued • 

Richard Carey and Ann his wife 
Henry Cruger 
Tholllllll Clark • 
Archibald Campbell • 
.Archibald Currie • • • • • 
William McDougall • • · • • • 
Jamee Cb&tham Duane, William North, and Kary 

his wife, Sarah Duane, Catharine Livingllton 
Duane, and Adelia Duane · 

Gerardus Duycking Jr. 
John De I.anoey 
Obadiah Dicke11110n • 
Alexander licDougall 
George Etherington • 
Thomas Etherington 
Jamee Farquhar 
JellliJA. Fonda 
John Galbreath 
J amee Gutbrle 
William Gilee 
Joeeph Griswold 
John Goodrich 
Charles Hutchina 
Jonathan Hunt 
John HeDBdale 
John Johnston 
Luke Knowlton 
Peter Kemble 
Abraham Lot 
John I.awrenoe 
Robert Lewis 
Joel Lyman. 
Elijah Lyman 
Catharine Metcalf; .Exeoutrlx ot .Simon "Ketoal( 

deceased • 

761 

81UD to which 
eeoh Olalmut Ill 

eut:ltled. 

t2655 03 
548 9~ 

'1318 94 
'l~ 26 
49 91 
'1'2 56 

309 42 
162 66 
149 '1'2 
49 91 

1496 96 
3T 42 
24 98 
3'l 00 

449 16 
122 82 
149 '1'2 
231 06 
49 91 

9 98 
37" 

2621 29 
49 91 
49 91 
4.9 91 
34 93 
98 33 
'1'4 11 
99 81 
49 90 
99 81 
S'l 42 
649 

14'1 73 
199 68 

9 98 
948 23 

49 91 
124 77 
249 53 
199 6S 
698 69 

4.9 91 
119 'l8 
49 91 
41 91 

1U'l"' 
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Number 
of each 
Olalm. 

No.4AI 
II 4,9 
.. 60 
.. 61 
" 62 
Jl 63 
,, 54 

" 65 
II 56 
" 6~ 
' 68 
II 69 
"60 
" 61 
" 62 

" 63 
"6-l 
" 65 
" 66 
Jl 6'1 
"68 
" 69 
.. '10 
"H 
" '12 
"93 
"H, 
.. '15 
" 16 

BDTOBY CW KA8TI:IUr VEBJ(OJIT. 

l!l ame of Olalulant. 

Catharine Metcalf • . • • 
Thomas Norman and Elizabeth Martha his wife 
Jane N eeblt • 
Elias Nb:on . 
Barbara Ortley 
Eleazer Porter 
John McPhel'80n 
Isaae Roeevelt 
Peter Sim . 
Samuel SteV'Elns 
William Smith 
Jacob Sbeffi.in 
Francis SteV'Elns 
Diana Smith . • . • • 
Mary, Elizabeth, Esther, and Rachel Schlatter, IIIII'-

viving executore of Michael Schlatter, deceased • 
John M. Scott 
John Titts • 
Samuel Thatcher 
Peter Van Schaak 
William Wickham 
Brooke W ateon 
Gerard Walton 
John Watts . 
William Walton 
George Wray 
Staltbam Williams 
John Bard . 
John Plenderleaf 
Samuel Partridge 

Total 

Doc. Hist. N. Y., lv. lOU, lCIJL 

Sum to 'Ofhlcll 
eaeh Clo!DWitla 

eot1Ued. 

gg 81 
'118 60 

12 48 
24 95 

134 '5 
4,9 91 
99 81 

899 25 
8'! 42 

653 63 
1181 69 

97 32 
199 63 

4jj 91 

99 81 
49 91 
9 98 

149 171 
199 63 
149 '12 

119'1 '!6 
49 91 
99 82 

199 63 
89 92 

199 63 
449 15 

1096 68 
49 91 

$30,000 00 

LIST OF THE CIVIL AND MILITARY OFFICERS OF 
OIDLBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER COUNTIES. 

Those persons who were appointed to office previous to April 
Sd, 1775, held. commissions under the British province of New 
York. Those persons who were appointed to office from April 
8d, 1775, to September 1st, 1777, derived anthority from the 
New York Provincial Congress and the Convention of the state 
of New York. Those persons who were appointed to office sub
sequent to September 1st, 1777, received commissions by virtue 
of the Constitution of the state of New York. 
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OIVlL LJBT. '168 

GVIL OJ'I'IODB. 

On Ule 10Ch ot 3'anuary, t'f~ a ftl1r monb pl'ln10t111 to Ule eetabllshmeDt ot 
Cumberland ClOUJity, a damw ~ commiaalon to administer oaths oC oftlce 
was granted to ~ £lliMd1er, "Wilu.a GilliiiM, and lalae Man, for the whole 
of the New Hampehire Grants, at that &ime Included within the limits of Alban7 
ODDV· 

l'boiDII OhaMJer, .Ta.ph LoN, S.uel Wfl111, Jcbll Chandler, 

~ Obluldler, ~ Lcri, .._ Wella, Jobn ObiDdler. 

WeDs, Cram Bl"'lllh. 

a.le. 

February 18, 1774, Samuel W eUa. Crean Bruah, Samuel Knight. 

1»- fA o.mm!IIIOL ·-
Karch 6, 1'177. James Clay, .Amol Bobertma, Iarael Smi&h. 
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7M BIS'l'OBY OF EASTBBliT VEBKONT. 

OOJDDIIIIIO!ID 01' I'OBI'IIl'l'1lB 

DateciOommlllloa.l-·~_-
February 261 1780. John Sergeant. 

JUJlG. 01' IJIJ'IIIliOB OOURr 01' OOlDIOJI' l'YA8. 

Date ot OolllllllllloD. ........ 
July 16, 1'166. ThODIIIII Obandler, J01111ph Lord, Samuel Well& 

~Iri '1, 1'168. ThODIIIII Chandler, JOIII!ph Lord, Samuel Wells. 

.A.prill4, 1 '7'72. ThODIIIII Chandler, Joeeph Lord, Samuel wen., Noah &biD. 

August 18, 1'1'18. Pelatiah Fitch, JobD 8elsiool, James Clay. 

~ ciOommlllloL ........ 
~uly 16, 1'166. Oliver Willanl, John Amu!, James ~ Zedekiah S&oDe, 

BenJamin Bellows, ThoDI88 Chandler r., John Ohandler. 

April '1, 1'168. Oliver Willanl, ThODI88 Chandler Jr., John Chaudler, Samuel 
Stevens, Nathan Stone, William Willanl, ThoDI88 BridgmaD. 

IA.prll14, 1 'l'li. James Roger!, Nathan Stone, William W"Jllard, Stephen Green-
leat; ThODI88 Chandler Jr., BenJamin Butterlleld. 

!August 18, 1'1'18. Eleazer Patterson, Hilkiah Grout, Stephen GleenleaC 

.nJ8'1'1o.s 01' TBII OOtnrr OJ' OYD £liD 'fJCKXDD m GDD.I.L .J.lJL D&IVDY. 

Date ot Oommlllloa. ........ 
~une G, 1'18i. Charles Phelps, James Clay, Eleazer Patten!cm, Hilkiah Grout, 

Simon Stevens, Elijah Prouty, llicbael Gilaon. • 

• At thJ. time Blahard Korrfa.,... Chlet Jutloe ot the!:fereme eourt of the ~tate otN ew Y od:, 
~d BobertYate.mdJohn SIOM Hobart werepvNto.eJ -of the II&Dle court. Thep-
ot either Kom., Y atee, or Hobart wu n~ to form a coiU't otOTer aDd Terminer, eto. 
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On the iOtb rL Jantwy, 1766, a few montM previous to the establilbment ofOum
berland county, the following pel'IIOWI were appointed justices oC the peace for the 
whole of the New Hampshire Grants at that time !Deluded within the Umita of 
Albany county, TiL :-Thomas Chandler, William GillilaDd, Joeeph Lord, l8aac 
lrlan, Robert Harpur, Jacob Bayley, Samuel Wells, Nathan Stone, Oliver Willard, 
John Arm!, James Bogem, Benjamin Whiting, John Chandler, Benjamin Bellows 
Jr., John Grifll.tha, Thomaa Horrilon, Samuel Robinson, George Palmer, John 
Stoughton, John Wattaon, Alexander HaoNachten. 

Date ot OommlllloD. ....... 
July 16, 1 '166. Thomas Chandler, J~ Lord, Samuel Weill, Oliver Willard, 

John Anna, James 1'1!, Zedekiah Stone, Benjamin Bel 
lowa, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, William Willard, 
John Church, Thomas Bridgman, Bildad .AndroeiJ. Iarael Ourtis. 

Aprll '1, 1'168. Thomaa Chandler, Joeeph Lord, Samuel Weill, Oliver Willard, 
Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, Samuel Stev8118, 
Nathan Stone, William Willard, Th0111111 Bridgman, Bildad 
Androle, Ierael Curtia, Henry Wells, Simon Steve111. 

April 14, l'l'l2. Thomaa Chandler, Joeepb Lord, Samuel Wella, lfoah 8abfn, 
James Bogera, Nathan Stone, William Willard, Stephen 
Greenleat; Thomas Chandler Jr., BenjamiD Butterfield, Bildad 
Androle, Isreel Curtis, Simon Stevellll, Zadock Wright, Samuel 
Nichola, William Williama, John Bridgman, David Jo , 
Ephraim Ranney, Oliver Lovell, John Bolton, Jonathan Bur~ 
Luke Knowlton, John Willchester Dana. 

~une ~ 1'182. Charles Phelps, James Clay, Eleazer Pattereon, Hi1klah Grout, 
Simon Stevellll, Elijah Prouty, Michael Gilaon, Samuel Bixby, 
Daniel Shepardeon, Hezekiah Stowell, Bethuel Ohurch, John 
Panne~ Nathan 1'1111, Joeeph Winchester, Daniel Kathan. 

n.teoiOolll I 11-. ....... 
July 16, 1'166. John Ohandler. 

Aprll '1, 1'168. John Chandler. 

J'ebruary tG, 1 '1'11. Orean Brash, vicf John Chandler, removed. 

Karch '1, 1'1'14. Samuel Gale, vice Orean Brash, nllligned. 

August 18, 1'1'18. Kioah TOWIIII8nd. 
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.eca 'cdr 

atlwa Stolle; t.erm upred October 14.. 1'16'7. 

Karch 81, 1'18!. obn Arms; appointed lbr elghtaen: IZld • halt m.otdb& 

Ootober 11, 1 .,. 

Apri11 'l, 1 '1'10. 

October 11. 1'1'10. 

O.OW 1-, 1'1'11• 

October 1, 1778. 

Ootober .. 17'1 .. 

July 10, ~~., .. 

Karl, 1t'l'r. 

..A.uc* 11, 17'18. 

Karch e, 1'1'19. 

:DMeeiOa .... 
Julyl6, 1'181. 

Karch 81, 1'168. 

April1f. U'rl. 

IAuguat 18, 1'1'18. 

-
~ChaDdler. 

~OhaD&r. 

Oreul Bruab. 

IJames 01&7. 

-
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Date ot Oomml.llloll. 

!January JO, 1 '168. 

~ulyl6, l'l66. 

jApril 'l, l'l68. 

August 18, l'l78. 

~Karch s, m9. 
!February 18, 1 '180. 

DateofOommiiiiOD. 

Karch 31, U68. 

April26, l'l'lO. 

July ~2, U'll. 

J'IIJIIJ 13, l'r'IS; 

OIVJL LIST. 767 

•.ura 

Timothy Olcott. 

Timothy Oleo~ Samuel Taylor. 

Timothy Oleo~ .A.moa Tute. 

s-al.Wmillar, Oliftr Kldder. 

Samuel Warriner, Oliver Kidder. 

Samuel Warriner, OHv• Kidder. 

BJIPB.I8DT.LTIVB8 Ill' Tllll OOLOJIUL GDB!l&L J.8SIDDILY OJ' uw· YOU: ll:l.-oTlll) BY 

Tllll PIIOPLB. 

OoiiiDiellOeDlent ot BeMlon. •.ura 

JllllliiRY It, 11"ff. l8amueJ WeDs, Crean Brlmh. 

January 6, 1 '17~ Bamu.l Wells, Crean Brush. 

January IIJ, 17T6". Samuel W" ells, Crean Brush. 

DEPU"riBII llll' Tllll 5BW YOU: PBOVIII'OUL OONGBBBB, .utD OOiiVlDITlOIIT OJ' TlDI 8'U9 
OJ' 5BW YOU:, ELB<lTlm BY THB PJIOPLB. 

Commencement ot BeMlOD. •.ura 

Kayu,. 1n~. JllbD. Hueltme, Paul 8pGGBel\ W"Ullam W"~ 

November 14, 1m. WUIIalil 'Wtlliam&, PM!! 8poonet. 

May14, 1'l'l6. William 'Will!slu, Joeeph :Hanh. 

July9, 1776. Joeeph ll&l'Bh, Simon Btevemr, Jolm ee.iOD& 
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KBJDIBII8 01' AllSEJOILT 01' THB BT..LTii 01' ...W YOU: J:I.IICTiiD BY T11B .....,.._ 

Oo-oemeut at a-lou. •.u.a 

August 18, 1719. Elkanah Day, John Selai.ona, llicah TOWJII8IlCL 

January 21, U84. Joel Bigelow, Elijah Prouty, William. 8ha&tudt. 

81Df..L'l'OB Dr THB IIJ:W' YOU: LIIIGIBL.L.UU. 

GLOUCF8TEB OOUNTY. 
OIVIL OFFIOEBS. 

DmiXUII l'OTar.A.TIII( OOlDDS810lllli:B8, '1'0 .A.DKDIIB'l'D O.A.'rliB OJ' OJ'I'ma. 

DateaiOommllllou. •.u.a 

Karch 17, 1710. John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thomu &mmer, John Palla. 

April 1 O, 1772. Jaeob Bayley, John Peters. 

Kay 15, 1711. Jacob Bayley. 

OOlDOII8IO:nB8 '1'0 BaOBIVII THB PBOPJ:BTY OJ' TH08II WJIO JUD roiliZD TIIB DJIIO', 

llay2, 1777. Peter Olcott, Jacob Kent, Israel Smith. 

:o.te ot aom-•~~~ou. •.u.a 

Karch 17, 1770. John Taplin, s.mue1 Sleeper, Thomla Buumer. 

fAprn10, 1'772. John Taplin, Jacob Bayley, Th01111118uumer. 

~her 26, 177'- John Peters. 
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AS8Ill1' ANT JUSTICES OF INI'BlUOR COURT OP COl!llON PLEAS. 

Date of Commllalon. IUJDB. 

"March 17, 1770. James Pennock, Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, John Peters. 

April 10, 1772. James PeDDock, Jacob Kent, John Hatch, Joel Karsh. 

JUSTICES OP THE PBACB. 

DMe ol OommlllloL w.uaa. 

Karch 16, 1 no. John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thom1111 Sumner, James Pennock, 
Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, John Peters, Thom1111 Chamber-
lain, Jonathan Sumner. 

April 1 O, 1772. John Taplin, Jacob Bayley, Thom1111 Sumner, James Pennock, 
Jacob Kent. John Hatch, Joel Karsh, Thom1111 Chamberlain, 
.Benjamin Whitcomb, Samuel Hale. 

October 26, 177 (. John Peters. I 
I 

Da&e of Oommlll!l~~~~o ........ 
Y:aroh 17, 17'10. John Peters. 

Karch 5, 177:1. John Peters. 

June 80, 1'1'7'- .John Llnrrence, vice John Peters. 

Date of Co~n. ....... 
Karch 17, 17'10. John Taplin Jr. 

October 6, U'Jll. John Taplin Jr. 

November 19,1 7'1'- John Tapli!l ;Jr. 

Kay 6, 17'17. Nathaniel Kerrill 

49 
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770 HISTORY OJ' U8TElUr VEBXOMT. 

..... I Date fit Oommlloloa., 
~November 11,1772.

1
-E-phraim-.-Ba-y-ley-.-------------

• 

..... 
January :10, 1176. John Lawrence. 

DKP'CTY nr 'I'D DW' YOU: PJIOTilfCUL OO!fGU88. 

I CnmmellC0111141Dt ol a-toiL ..... 
I May 23, 1175. Jacob Bayley.• 

• 6eDeral :&.Jiey 4ld DOt teke hill IMt. 

CUliBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER COUNTIBS. 

lliLlTA.BY OFFICERS. 

THB records relative to the military appointments in Cumberland and Gl01lCel&er 
counties, are very imperfect, Tbe statements which follow have been compiled 
from various eourcee. In May, 1716, an attempt was made by the New York Pro
vincial Congreas, to establish a military organization on the New Hampshire 
Grant8, and, on the 31st of that month, the commission of brigadier-general cl a 
brigade which it was intended Bhould comprise the militia of Cumberland, Glou· 
oeeter, and Charlotte countie&, was offered to CoL James Rogers or Kent, now 
Londonderry, and was by him refused. In June, 1776, Major W"illiam Williamt, 
Major Benjamin Wait, and Captain Joab Hoisington offered their services to the 
New York Provincial Congrees, l'ellpeCtively, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and 
Jlllldor of a regiment of militia. .A. bout the S&IDe period, a design W8ll entertained cl 
creating two regimente in Cumberland county, one of which was to be called tbe 
lower regiment, and the other the upper regimenl On tbe 15th of .A.uguat, 1775, 
at Springtleld, Simon Stevens, Joseph Marsh, and Benjamin Wait, appended their 
namee, u field ollicel'll, to the following " true list of the offioers in the upper regi· 
ment in Cumberland county, chosen by their respective eompaniea." 
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I 
ToWlll. Ct.pt&lu. IJenteiWlta. Enalpa. 

Windsor . . . William Cooper. Ebenezer Curti& 
Springfield Abner Bill bee. Timothy Spencer. Nathaniel Weston. 
Chester G«lrge EarL Jonathan Tarbell Amos Gile. 
W eatherstleld Hllkiah Grout. 1111'81!1 Burlingame. Oliver Kidder. 
Woodstock Joab Hoisington. Benjamin Emmon& William Powel'l!. 
Hartford Joel Marsh. Benjamin Wright. Alexander Brink. 
Hertford Timothy Lull Aaron Willard. AM Taylor. 
Pomfret . Oliver Udall John Perin. Zebulon Lyon. 
Cavendish . John Colfein. Thomas Gilbert. Phinehaa KimbalL 

On the 22d of August, U'J6, the New York Provincial CoDgTe~B voted that the 
militia of the counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester ahould be formed 
into one b14gade. On the 21st of November following, tile field olllcers for the 
lower and upper regimenta, and for a regiment oC minute-men, were noaainated at a. 
convention of repreeenta&ives from the towns in Cumberland couni]', llleld at W eat
minster. On the 4th of January, 1 '1'16, during the l'eQell8 of the New York Pro
vincial Congress, the committee or safety for that colony confirmed the nonililationa 
or the ofllcers for the upper regiment and the regiment oC minute-men, llut refu8ed 
to act upon the nominations of the oflloers for the lower regiment, on account of the 
political chalacter of eome of thole whoee namee were ~nted. Thoee to whom 
coiDIIliiBiona were given. were, for the 

UPPBB :UOIIIBliT. 

I 
Colonel. IJent. ·Colonel. Flntllajor. Beoond llajor. Adjutant. Qoarlermaater. 

Joeeph llarah. John Barrett. HllklahGront Joelll'.oUhewo Tim. Spenoer. Am011 Robinson. 

UGJJIBNT 01' KINUTII KBN'. 

ColoneL Llent.·Colonel. Firat :M"'nr. Beoond llajor. AdJutant. Qnartermuter. 

Joah Bolal.ngton Beth Smith. Joeeph'l'yler. Joelllanh. Tim. Phelps. alalia Hawley. 

On the lat or February, 1 'J'l6, the followmg ofllcers for the lower regunent were 
nominated at a convention held at W estminater. Theee nominations were confirmed 
on the lat of'Karoh following, by the New Yorlt Provincial Oongreaa. 

. LOWBB :UOIKD'l'. 

OolcmeL L&..ooJoML Flntllajor. Beoond Hajor. AciJut&nt. Qurtermuter.l 

Wm.Willlaml Ba,J.OUputer Ollnr LovelL AbiJahLovejoy Sam'UCnott.Tr. Sam'l Fletcher I 
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'772 mSTORY OJ' E.YTI:D VEJUlONT. 

On the 8th of February, 17 7 6, In a ~r daCecl at Guilford, Benjamin Carpenter 
chairman oC the committee oC eafet,y for Cumberland County, communicated to th~ 
New York Provincial Co~ the annexed list of militia officers, chl*!ll in the dif. 
ferent towna compriaed witbin the lower regiment. The nominationa were COli

firmed OD the lilt af 1Ureh. 

I 
' Ftnt Lien tenant& I 8eeond Lleata. bllpL I Towna. O.j'tallle. 

Gollftml • • !ltrpb. l!beJIU'dton O..Yidetowell Tlmotllr :Root DI!Uofi'Doloii-.,D 
Brattlebof'CIIIIIIl John !lerg...,t Oll•er Coolie N..:r:N<!It::h J olul le:undv 
Fnlham , • • Jonathan Knight ,Jootab Borden ~bef.:rd Gate& 
W ••tmloeter • .John Avt~rlll ,J abez Perrr Auriab Wrt,:bt WIIIAmCNok 
Patner . A biJab Moore Daniel Jowellt Epllnlm Clay ~bralm Pierce 
HalifaX • Daniel Rich Benjamin Henry. Robertl'attenooft ~u.m. 

On the 22d of May, 17'1'6, at a ronYention calle4 lbr the OOIIIJDiUieGt of ~ d 
the rountitl!l of Oumberland, Gloucester, and Charlott., aod held at Windeor, JtiCOb 
Bayley, of Newbury, Will! eha!en brigadier-general, aad 8imoD ~ briple
major of the brigade romprilring Uloee three countiee. 

For the pl1l'p086 of atrordift! protection against the lllml@'ell, dae New York Coli· 
~tion determined, on the 23d of July, 1776, to E!IMblillh nmglrlg CIDIIlpUie8 in the 
more expoeed oountiee of the etate. Cumberlud ud G.Jouc.tar eOIIJitiel were 
ordered to raiBe two hundred and flAy-two men. On the iblloll'iniJ day, Joab Hoil
ington Wll8 appointed Illl\ior of the rangers in the &wo coantia OD lbe 6th of Au· 
gust, 1776, the rommitteee of l!llfety lbr Cumberland and Gloucester countiel! met at 
Windsor, and nominated the ofllcenl for the fOOr companiel! into which the rangers 
were to be tbrmed. ..6Jlel' ClOIIIIidemb1e delay, the nominatiol18, with a few excep
tiona, were oonftnned by the New York Convention. Commial!io:na were granted 
~the following officers on the lOth of October, 1'176, and on the .23d of the same 
month ·tbey Wenli!WOI'Il to the faithful di8ebarge-ef' iheir dutiee. 

OOKP ANIJI8 or TUB RANOIIII8. 

Ooptalna. I J!lnt Llcutenanta. l!eoond IJeuteoaniL 

Benjamin Wait, I Eli8bl!. Hawley, Zebulon Lyon, I 
John Strong, Eldad Benton, J'ohn Barnell, 
J-ph Hatch. ' Simoo Stevens, Amoe CbamberlaiD, 
Abner Seelye. • i Benjamin Whitney. Jehiel-Robbina. 

• Seelye reaiped hla oomiDIIIion on Clle ftd or December; 1 '1'1'1. 

lleantime the 'brigade comprising ·the eountiE~~ of Cllmber'land, ·Glollee8ter, and 
Charlotte Wll8 divided. The militia of the two former oountiel! were formed into ooe 
brigade ; the militia of the latter into another. The command of the CumberlaDd 
and Gloucester brigade wu given to :Brlpdler-Gi!neral Jacob Bayler, ud ~ Bripie 
llajorSimoD S~ on the let of A~ l'nG. 

The militia of Cumberland county were BUb!lequently divided by the Legialature 
of New York into the northern regiment and the southern regiment. ·The olllceno 
of the southern regiment, who I'OOI.'iYed their comllli8Bioae tom the OouneO. of 
Appointt!H.'nt of that state, on the 18th of Auguat, 1778, were 118 followa :-
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lriiLITABY LIST. 713 

SOUTHEBN REGIKE~"T. 
--~ 

Colonel. Lleot.-Colooel. M'IJor. Adjutant. Quartel'DUISter. 

Eleazer Pattei'I!Oo John Sergeant ElkaoahDa:r Henry Sherbome Richard Prouty 

The compames which were established in this regiment are named in the annexed 
list:-

OOJlPANIBII DT THE SOUTHEBN REGI}[ENT. 

TowD& Captaloa. Firat Lleoteoaota. Second Lieut.. Eoatgoa. 

Hlo!ldale • Reobeo Field W~btlliOrm 
Guilford • AMRiee Tlm:'l Root Ml Rlee 
Halifax John Paone! Pela Fitch Jr. Jooeph Stewart Jr. 

Jamea Blakelee JoD&thao Cbureh Semoel Root Brattlebor~ogh' J.!::~hi.~~urch 
IFulham • • Daol•l Kathan IShcl:.d Gates Putney • • Lucal! Wilsont ranlel Cushing Jamea Cia~ Nat tel Lord 
W eotmlnster • Michael Gilson Michael Gilson Ephraim ey !:~ 't~~~ Roeldngbam • Mooeo Wright"' Isaac Reed• 

Those officers des•gnated by a*, were appomted on the 24th of October, 1778• 
That officer designated by a f, was appointed on the 19th of October, 1779. The 
remainder were appointed on the 18th of August, 1778. On the 19th of October, 
17 79, James Clay Jr., and Daniel Cushing exchanged places in the Putney Company. 

The companies which were formed in the northern regiment were these:

COl!PANIES JN TirE NORTHERN REGIKINT. 

TowD& I Captain" Firat IJentenant&l Second Lleuta. Eoetgoa. 

;.:~eld . \EIIphalet Spatrord Oliver Kidder 

I 
J<»efoh Doogl-

SprlogO.eld . Abner BIBbee John BIBbee Tay or Spe11eer 

The officers of the W eathendield Compa:.y were appomted on the 24th of October, 
1778. Those of the Springfield cOmpany on the 20th of October, 1779. 

On the 6th of June and the 24tll of July, 1782, the fOllowing pei'SOWI were chosen 
officers of the 

i 

Lt.-CoLComm'd't. FlratM'IJor. Second MaJor. AdJutant. Quartermaster. 

Tlmoth:r Chureh William Shattuck Henry Evans Joel Bigelow Ellaha Pierce 

On the 24th of July, 17 82, the followmg officers were chosen to the command of the 
(l())(l'ANIBII DT THE SOUTHERN REQI}[ENT, 

ToWD& Captalll& li'lrllt LleotelWlts. Second Lleuta. Eoelgoa. I 
Brattleboreogh : 

ArteJDMHow Reuben Church laue Crosby Rutherford Hay• I South Comp':r 
North Comp'y Richard Prout,. John AleDDder Franell Prout:r Jonat'n Aleunder 

Guilford': 
, .... .._ I Firat Comp'y .Joseph Peek William White lm-ael Bullook 

Second Com~ Daniel Ashcraft Joa. Wal.oworth Jr. Benoni Co tbeth Samuel Statrord 
Third Compy JosephEUiott Elilha Root IaaacWeld Simeon Ferrel 

Halifax • • ThomaaB.Ur Iaaac Orr Daniel Dooaldoon David Lamb 
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Abellaqal, or .Abellaqula IDdlau, 10, 11811. 
Abeuqalee of Bei<&Doour, N. 
Adultery, punlabment or, 6TII. 
.Ali Ia CbapeUe, ~ of, 118, et. 
.Aiblllly, 818j_treaty at, 811; oounty town for 

the Netl' m~mplhlre Grant&, 1841; deelgn of 
the Brldab to Ieite, 808. 

Alblllly ooDilty, ll'l'll, Itt, lOt, 878; lncludee tbe 
New Hampeblre Gr&llta, 1!19, 181, SM. T83, 
Tll6; attempta to divide, tai-186; Ita unli
mited e&teut, 188; feln In, 1118; dlatnrbllll
ln, 118T; es:poled to attack, liM; orden to 
the mtUtla or, ssei. act relAting to, Oil. 

A!nrlue <J.pUYe, no, nt; elltnct !rom, ~ 
118. 

A lgontlne, N. 
Aodonr, 1 TT; wben obartered and Nttled, 111 

-1118, 
Arlington, tsS; COIIIultatlon at, SB!!i, report 

ooncernllll!;, t81; OoonoU meet at, ...,liH. 
AITOit of a d"ead body, 11M. 
Anon,6Tt. 
A.Mistant, 61&. 1178, li1T; olll<le ofan, IITI. 
AtbeDA, 1111 alarm at,.IIH, 8111, 11118, •11. 
Attorney4-law, oath reqnlred ot 111, 681. 

Belubrldge, IJ'&IIted to the oalreren by Ver-
mont, Me,~T. 

Bellot-boc, proteetlon or. •. em, 1171 
BamucL loeanlon at, 1181; fort at, 888; rlotcn 

trom. :148. See &f"'tM'd.. 
Barn•Y Island. eo. 
Boar story, T81, 1M. 
Bellow• Falle,llablng at, 101; Indian ooulpturee 

at, 1!81--ali. 
Dennlnj!ton, lt6, tal, 8, 618, 1181, 661, 1168, 15118, 

881, 108; when ebartered, 93; M mob," 1187, 
140, 8llT; quarrelt Incited by tbe ponple o~ 
IIIII, !WI; bettie of, 808,804., .W1, t68, 661, Ml, 
Tit; lint eeMlou or the ooun at, 8t8; trooJII 
oolleot at. <Wl; Jail at, tT8, 488. 4116, 486, 1!011, 
Me; letten written at, 4110,4116, 4H; troopo 
!rom, lilt; ooDYeatlon at, 1!6i, MS. 

Beanlngton oounty, I, 48C; order to tbe mllltla 
o( 1130; oubdiYIIIon o~ 408; troopo-mble 
!rom, 4tll; sberlll'of, .48f. 

Berbblre oounty, .-latlllloe from, Slit. 
Bernard, wheu obartered. lOT. SarM IN lliJr-

ftdi'd. 
Bemal'datcn, de&tb of a cltllen o( M8-IJ81. 
B.stlallty, liTt. 
Betbel,lneunlon at, 881; tort at, 891,888, 884; 

an attack anticipated at, tiL 
Blasphemy, liTt. 
Booton, reetnlnt nn tbe people o( 1111; Inc!· 

dente oonneoted wltb the Olege ur, 81o--8. 
Block·bo- how boUt, 18. 
BNd!ord, when chartered, 118, 1!14; e&rly Mt

tlement at, 1811, 140. 

Branding, Ml, MI. IIT4. 111'11, OTI. 
BntUebOrougb, Me, 881, 8111, 818, IIIITi tit, tll'l', 

.at, t88, 606, 87 4, 16_11 Tot, TIM, T 8; when 
obartered, liM, lOG, tuo; gnnta In, 141; road 
to Cheater !rom, 1 TT ; road throul!b. tH; 
county oomml ttee meet at, ll'l'S, li!N-IIIT, 
160; friendly to New York, 51, 2119, 1118: 
oommlttee o~ illll, m 8111, m, 411; meetlnlr 
of thooe friendly to New York, at, 808,811 
-814, 810, 8811, MO. 1118, 870, 878, 608, 60T; 
town meeting at, 810, 819, ttl; oentlmenta 
Prenlent In, 81:1, til, TN; arreeta In, 8811, 
488, Til; rep....,ntatton trom1 ttl, tlT, 1188; 
oonnnelon at, 410; m!Utla 01, a8, t68, tTII, 
TTl, 718 ; commotion at, +10, "'- <WI!, till, 
1118; qaarten or Vermont olll<len at, 610; 
attack on tbe Inn at, 611 · V ormont troope 
ueemble at, 1114, 11111·! j;;.lon or cltlrena o( 
ll88; Indian lnaerlpt ona at, ~~89--a~l; epl· 
taphl at, Til, Till; eeuaua ~ Ttl!. 

Bribery denounced. liTl, IITt. 
Bridgman's Fort. IS; lnconlon ne&r, 88; burned 
~ tbd IDdlane, 811; diMatrona a6lr at, 76-

Brltlab In Canida, negotlatlooe with, 1181\ 881, 
408, 411-414, tiS. tre, m, t~~, <&81, "" tTl, 
~ 608, 688, TliO, Til. 

Brookline, Incident at, 811&-8111. 
Bonkor Hill, MI. 
Burglary, punishment ~ Iilli, liT& 
Burial, a stl'&llge, 688, 1!8'-
Burk'o Garrllon, 87. 
Burning of .ll.oyaltco,~ ll8ll-aiG. 
Bnrylng-grouod at W eetmlnater, 114, 1111. 

Caledonia COIInty, 8. 
Cape Breton war, 18, eo, 88, k 
Oapltel oll'onoee, 6T4, 6T8. 
C.Ule, oelaure and ll&le o( ---., 
Oanena, 0111 for a, lillt. 
Oaughnawage, Indlano at, 211, 14, 878, T8T; cap

tives at, 811. 
C.Yendllb, when ebartered, 110· lnoldeata 

connected with tbe oettlement o~ 111; miU· 
t1a or, TTL 

Charlesto'tl'll, orlglo of the name of, 88; tort 
at, IT, _88j foreee ~8!.; tnoldenta at, 88, IL 
Ill; atteoK on, 811, liT, 88; me&tlng at, 401 
4011. liMN_..,-· 

Charlotte oonnty, SliT, IIIII, ll1'll, 281, 184, 1811, 
ItO, tel, lilt, 119,800,8011, 80t,11611, 878; ml· 
Utla o( Nil, 130, t:ll, 1011, 1118. le8, TTO, 
m, m; adYice to, 1111; upoeed to attack, 
IM; act relating to, 018; diYialon o( 1106, 
IlliG. 

Chenango ooonty, Mil, II&T. 
Cbe•blre county, 401, 401. 1M. 
Cbl!8ter, IllS. 688. 8111, 801 ; when chartered, 101, 

886; oelected 11 a couoty to'lfD, liT, Ull; at· 
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tempt tAl .,...,.we tbe ooart at. 1M-1M; 
tbreata to pllll duwn tbe jail at, lTt; ~rip
lion or lb• jail at, 173-1811; removal of 
county bulldlnp from, 1&8, 1st; J*rlotle 
Jneetlnp at, tef, 1118, li04., j()8, 1118; friendly 
to a new alate, tal; town meetlnp at, 1811, 
118.'1, 1M; tbe OOtDmlttH or, &.'lei; eenana or, 
T411; repr-taU'fe from, TN; mWCla ot, nL 

<.:blmney Point, tbe lint aettlement In V er-
mont weat of tbe Green u1o11Dtalna, K. 

Cbolr. deoerlptlon ola, itS. 
l:hrlotlanlt.e tbe ludlaM. ot!'orta to, IT, 18, .. 
Ch11 odlcera, llat ot, 1._7711 
Clapp'o 1111~ 61. 
Clarenoe't11le, 706, To&. 
Clinton county, liM. 
l!tinton townoblp, paota In, 664--6&7, m-

780. 
Cotrhrsn 'a Fort, 88. 
l'olden eonnty pro!IOMd. 18S, 188. 
Columbia eollege, f40. · 
Conllocallon, 8i7, SiS. · 
<:onll"e~tlonallate. dh1olone unoa,, 811. 
lAtDIO'O ... ..-.lvel of. 111111, 818, 11:!1~ liM, 8M, 

3M, 86.'1, 870, 87G, 811, 4110, 4Hl, 4:12, ~ 4e'l, 
~. -41111, 4111, 41'1, 41~ 41V, 4/oO, 4>-1, 4-<i, ~"1.1, 
~. 4Sil, 4~ 486, :.OS, 642. Mil, 623, 611.;, Mll, 
&;6, 6"5, ~; temporizing_ conduct ot, 88.'1, 
881, &;II, 61111 ; appeal to, 881!, 8411, lltll, <1M, 
68,';; report to, 8ll8, W, 6i8; actlou of, do
nounccd. 888; at temp~ to obtain an opinion 
fn•m, 8117, ~. ~ ~>ill, 1126; Interview with, 
881, 676; l'l!monltlalloe aplnat the conduct 
or, ~; tbe poeltlon of, 4lJ6, 687, 4111; letter 
to, 4:17; &l'li'Ument bcofore a oommltt•e or, 
~ 6&'1; oentlmenta towwdo, 41~; act ad
mltUn~ Vermont luto tbe Union, M8, 664; 
act or, :ANI; 5tltlon to, 61!2, 6i8, 661 ; -ret 
.... Ion or, 1 1A 

Connecticut, In ueneo of tbelawo or, on Ver
mont leldolatlon,ll78, 1174, 1178; Ianda -lped 
tAl, 1tla, t86. 

Con•plraclee, IICII for tbe pnnlabmant ot, 4111, 
688.1178. 

Conallta tlon of V ennont, 808, 820, 128, 818; 
Ita adoption, tll7, ~; epitome of, 0811 
-67i ; rev'laed, 701, TOS. 

Coo&raet, tbe lint American play, n1, 112. 
Coos, lnteod,•d ~~<>ttl•ment at, 62; m<anlng of, 

685; oountr or, :.t!G, M. 
Cooeneko, an Indian tribe, 683. 
Cornish, nolod for Ita white I•lnoe, 1.0. 
Corpo"'l punlobmeat, 841, 846, t.7'- 6711, 674, 

1117, 678, 627; lnlllctlon or, 1181!, ~ 
Councillor, 1)()4, 96,072, Ml, 6f2. 
Connell or A_t>pnlntment, 881, Bti, 8i8, 4ft, 428, 

430. 482. 481!, ers, ees. 112. 
Council of C..oaono, filii, 6811. 
Counterfcltlnjl. punl•hment nf. 676. 
Court.-hon~e, evt, 2H, eve BM; permllllon lo 

bolld one at Cb-r,1iB; de1101lptlon of one 
bnllt by Thomu Chandler, 176, 117; deocrlp· 
t1on nr one at Weotmln&I<'!J,I84-1S6; ll{lbt 
and oeenrren- In that at w eotmlnotor, 118 
-tae; at Wlodaor,liK. 

Court-bouae Hill, 186. 
Court party, 9111, ll8e, 1186. 
Coom' or justice aatabllabe4, 181, 1811, 181, lSi, 

183, 193, 1M, 61'1. 
Creed preoerlbecl, 670. 
Cromwell'• Ironoldee, Iiiii; troupe, GN. 
en. or liN, liiB. 
Crown Point,,...... to, le8; prloonen taken at, 

167. 
Cumbcorland oounty, lBIS, eve, aea, 4UI, 418; 

orlgla of name ot, 1; boundarlea o( 1, i, 8, '-
11, II, IIIII, 11M; charter or, dlaallowed, i, 141; 
when erected, 188,8114, 680; pro1'111ona or tho 
IICt of Incorporation of, 187; charter ,.ated 
br tbo King to, 10, 178. 11M; recorda or, 148, 
NT; terrltorJ north oC, 1118, 180; petltlou 

<II lobabllanto o( t•. ITO, 1111. tTl!, 1st, 181, 
111, 8011, 4100 ; cen1111 <II, 181, 7411; ,...preoea
tetlvM In tbe New Ynrk A-mbly from, 
188, 811, 867; Ia- relaU'fo to, 1~1111, 181 
-1116, 1188; friendly to tbe- or the oolo
Dieo, iOO, toll, 204, tUi, 8111, 10; approprla
ttuno for, 188, ...... i _l_!laetlng or oommlttee or, 
848; eon,r- or, MO; delep&ea In the New 
York Pronnclal CJongreM from, 8411, 2llO, ~ 
168, MS; condition or, 841, e8i, 870, 811; 
meana to d~reocl, "8. ~; power to de
k~tea from, ~-. ~-; mDitla of, sc.t, 
tr>J. iM.-. m 8711. 111111> ato. 8116, s.~r. 81111, 
81!, U73, ITi.::s-/9, 4i8. Tte, TOT; eonwnUon 
of, 2.'10, 287, 268, 401; ad nee to, 1M, 2118; loan 
to, 2M; commlctee of oafety or, 1117, !!lit, m, 
s;s, 804, lltl6, aoe, 641 ; 1111ppllea to, 26i, -. 
lltl4; I'IIDt<Orl for, 266, ~-- 800; dlleu
llono relative tn, liTO. !!N-tll7; ,..,p .. rt "'"'" 
..,rnh•~r. 271-874; clloall'ectlon In, 2~t!l6, 
~8; In-urea for tbe well'arc t>f, &-
1114; m.morlalo_ eoncernlntr. 80e, 307, 461, 
4G2; lett on to tbe lnhabltantl o~ 111~1'-
411~; NCODOtruet~ 816; Juatlce I!!J. ~11, 818; 
aprocal to Cunll"- In buDalt o~ 11M; vian 
of tbu ~ltlzeno o~ 8:!~. 71111, TM; enlanred. 
ne ; .,.tate• In, oanlllaatecl, IllS; miTM:I& 
"rdered to, 888 ; l>reparatlooe to malo taln tbe 
rljlhr.o of New Yurk In, 8111; q1!nt ~om,8118, 
Sbl ; lelt.cn from eommltteea of, 878, 81'
BTG; plan of D~W Jnrlodlctlon In,~
oabdiYIAion or, 4UI!, 404: oii.IMn appolnt;d 
In, 4110, 681, 119.\ &14. 884, 6116, 888, dse, 844, 
841, 611, 81!!. ~ r.e1. 6118,-. 706, m, 1~ 
762-178; report coneamtns eltbeas of, 641, 
648; Ianda ,.al<'d tAl cltlle.,. u( lloH-6f7, 
1117-780; proce<-dlogo 1J1, TtO; dl.-Ialon o( 
Into dlotrlcte. 748, 144; olatement of tbe 
jud~rea of, 746, 747. 

Cum berland, town o~ oea.aa o( T411. 
Cnnolng, punlabmenc of, :117. 

Darthm011tb oollllp, Bell, 8811, 11118, 8011, 816 
Daweof.lace,M. 
Deerlle d, lint attack on, 8 ; aeoood attack 011, 

10, 1181, MD; fate of lnbabltanto ot, 11; tblld 
attack on, Ill; defence ~ 81, 88. 

Defamation, trial for, 881, 410, 41L 
D•llance. Fort, at BarnaM, 888. 
Dighton Rock, (>88, liRe. 
Dor..,t oonveollon, lll!ll, 1M, 2e8, tel,-, e88, 

1M. 
Draper, when ehartert'cl, VII; 1'Gad tllrviJP, 

1114; eentlwentlln, 81.'1, 7116, 
.ow II"U.10ifl{1toll. 

Dreaden, 8"..11, 1188. 
Druukenii<'M, pualobmant or, liTe. 
Durnnwr, Fort, 1:1. 42, M, M, 118, 64, eo, 81, 8, 

88. 61, 611, TO, T4, 78, 87, 11, ta, lltt, 114&, 800, 
SOT, Till, m, 7-1(1; plan o~ 16; anppltd at, 
11. ee; prTINlned by friendly lad lane, 18; 
atteclt•d, 18; fate or a aoont1n11 party from, 
19; uaod u a truck-hoaae. llO, lit, 811; r:arrl· 
oon at lnar.-d. 88; tr011t7 at, 1M, 601, l86-
T~; defence& or, otrenl!lbaDed, eT ; deMl'ted 
by tbe lndlano, 28; dl.opute • to wbat p
nmment ohonld maintain It, it--ii, 79, tN; 
well-I.-ted, 88, 84; Importance of, 81, •; 
repaired, 40; enc:ounten -. 48, 41!, 41, 68; 
~~ermon at. 41; trooblea at, 81, d; lint oat.
tlemeDt In tbe &tete ol VenDtJDt &1,1114 

Dammer meadowo, 16. 
Dummerston, tiS, eat ; clreu-tan- OOII· 

neeted wllb tbe aettlement of,106-108; u• 
tnew from tbe NOOrda ot, too-108, liSt, TDO; 
patrlntl110 of. ~i revolatlODIII'y mounres 
at, 201-108, 1011, nli, 110; patriotic meootl8g 
at, li04., toll; np <Jitbe ~Pie ot. ill; maul· 
feato from, tel, lllll; 4ratta In, 818; remon
atronce from, 410; tbe adp or, +611; mDitta 
or, 616; lenea 2:,~ <>ectarNnce at, ll8f. 
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Dammemonlm, a IH'J, Tiel. 
Duteh- oonoty, lU8; aat relatl't'e to, 1118. 
Daeeh H.-, ~wet OD, 84. 
Duyet1neka' l:yelopedta or Amertllllll Litera

ture, e:ltlract rrom, Tll-714. 

Ea~lnllllhmont of aaUIDif off the, Me, IITli, 

Butera Unloa, 1111, 401, 4011, 4IM, Qll, •U. •11, 
~ 

EclocaUoo, pro'riston tor, 1170. 
Ell.labetb, brlpa*e1 118; laden with the pro

perty otlloetoo cltuena, 81~1T; captured, 
f1S, '18, Gil; Ubel oplll.lt, Ml; DOt lbr1elted, 
828. 

England, 1Mn ~ 11811· ebnreh or, TO. 
Epltapb, on Jemima Tate, Til: on c.leb H-, 

i1 : oo W Ullam Freoab, ilb · 011 Jonat.ban 
Tute, TO&, TO!_j on A moe tate. ToT; on 
Royall Tyler, nl; oa &lnoal Weill,~; on 
John Kilburn, 742. 

Equlnleot Ianda. 18, 14, 111, 68; dMmiplion ot, 
11»--loS, Tllli, 181. 

Essex eouoty, & 
.:nlory 011 w aahtogtoo, ee&-ee~~. 

Fair oeptl...., -o& or the, Til, Te, Toe, 
Ttll'. 

Fairlee, 8t8; when cbartered, 111, 1!10; paotl 
In, 141. 

Fain. law Mtabllablog. tH, 1118. 
Jo'all Town Oore, 102. 
Falmouth, t,_ty at, M, 81.
)o'alse wlto-., IIT4 
Fan•, when chartered. te. 

BMN-ta
Fanonll Hall, T08. 
Farmer'• Weekly liiDMnm, a JMwap&per, T1J, 

1111, n•; es&raat from, eet, ee. 
Farnham, 8CI; rrant lo, TO'-
Fiamotead, when chartered, 108. S.. ~. 
For1eltore, liT4, 6TII, li7T, liT8. 618. 
Forpry. ponllbment tor, 1118, liTT. 
Fortllled boaaee, bow bnllt, 64. 
Jo'reedom and Unity, the motto ot Vermont, 

M6. 
Freneh war, 81--ta, ftll, niO. 
t'r•·•h rl't'er, - u &be Coonectleat, 128. 
Frleor\s or Uberty, lid. 
Fulham, 108. 861; uamo bow apelled, toe, 108; 

lfT1Ult8 Ia, 141 ; ~WnUmonta In, 816, 768; eom
mlttee o~ ~. BMiiJ..ronbleo ot, 88&; eeull8 
o~ T46; millS:,~ 

o.Jio,., altUnCn the, 6T4 
8.~~~~ fJ!I~t o( IITT. 
Gntleman, the Utle of, !!IT, 188. 
Glouee•ter eounty, 4, t4ll. 818, 400; boundar! .. 

of. ~ 8, M4, 111!6; pottdon for the .. ubllsb· 
ment of, 1150: formed, 180, tSl; poUtlone of 
citizen• of, 189, 110, 181: oontll8 of, 1ST, 188, 
T~; laft relatl't'e to, 1811. 1to, 1123, N4, 1146; 
meeting or oommlt&oe o( M8; delepte to 
repreoent, 24T; m.llltla "" 248, 1150, 11!'11, lllill, 
1116, 286, 2Tli, 8011, ali; IIG11ee to, tlilll; np
plles tor, !188, W; ....,.... or, 2811, 211, 214, 
~.lite, 800; ooa't'enllon or, 1181, 168, 
~. 402 ; oondltlon of. t8l, 11M, 2811; oom
mi.Miooere tor, ll8ll; m-rea for tllo weUiare 
~ ~- 808; d!MIIowod, 8111; aiTII u4 
mllltery olllof.N I"' TSS--118. 

Goldenotown, 101. 11M~ 
Goodrlcb't Garrllon, 81. 
Go"•mor mountain, 111. 
GOYornor'a rlghta, 140; D>Mdow, •· 
Gratton county,~. •11. 
Grattoo, town o( when olwtered, 111, 111, 

•n. 
Grant., tbe abbreYiatloo or New HamPtblre 

Graul', t"" w, tell, 1811, 1i0, 181, teO, m, 

t8t, 9811, 184. 8(18, 810, 81t, 818, 8115. 810, 811, 
BIT, 1181!, 838, 861, eet, ee.. 810. an. 814. 11111, 
818, 881, M. 401, 4112, 401, 412. 4111. 418, 410, 
m . .aa, .sr, .m-,-. • 486, 468. 481,.., 
•n. 647, 808, 888, 884. MO. eeo, Sill!, eT-&, 678, 
880, .881, 81111 TiT •• 

Great Brttalo llll&n!G to, lN. 
Great hill, iDdlan ID.-!Ddooa at, 088- lltl ; 

nolioe o( 810, 811, 814, TM. 
&.~loll& 

GNat GOD, 11, 4T, 48, T8. 
Great Meadow, 18, 14, 80, 84, m ; oettlemoot 

on, iT · p:arrlaon at, attaakod, 811, 86 ; d.-lp
Uon oi fort at, 811 ; appearance or, TO ; fort ot, 
tnroed Into a dw•lllng. tli, 118. 

G,_t r!Yor, 181. 8a1JN 1U Cotoadlcwt ,.,_., 
Green lllonntaln Boy~ ill6, 284. 881, 888, 
::: 8li8, 868, 481, , 1M, 128; OOfP' 

Guildhall, when cbartlred. lto. 
Guilford, 811, 861, 4ll1, ~T. 48ll, 488. 610, 15117, 

814, 884, 104; when chartered. 110, 111; 
graota 111, 141, 111, 11ll; militia of. 1124, lilT, 
4110, 460, Tll8, T7t, TT8; oommlttee or, !IIIII, 
81T, 822, ~. 81!41, ~. 411, •rs; knthnenta In, 
816, 4i8, 1100. 1101, Tlll5 · tu 1e11ed on el tlaene or. 886; election ot, 8e8; dratta In, 318; In· 
chlent at, 878; addreao tram, o&UI; re(treeen
tatlon rrom, •18. "7· r>3S; "'"'0 mectln~ at, 
4211, -&24, 611~; a republic, 423: loyal to New 
Y urk, 424-428, ~ .:,0, 4811,~; pruee~dlnp 
at, 444, ~ 4Tii, 4711, 417, o&Sll, 61~'1, li07, :120; 
rebellion ot, 4«; sympathy for, 451 ; turoy 
at, ~2. 4118, 41115 i liberality or the people o( 
GO; letter 10 u.e citizens ~ 6U&; light at, 
1116-1119; troopa etatloned a&, 1111, 1117; 
DIIDiel l:!pleer killed ot, 1'>211-11:!1 ; pardon 
of cltl:rens of, 68G; ccDOua o~ 7.f.li. 

Gulltordltea, "8, ...._ 1131 ; their patrloUam, 
248; tbelr attacbment to New York, 888; 
their fear, #4; Allen"s . pr,clamatlon to 
&hem, ~; &heir arreot, 1108, liU&. 

JIA!Itu, 811, 411, 421, 4111, Tit ; when char
tered, 116, eT; friendly to Now York, !811, 
810; disturbance at, 318, 444, 448, Iii! : eeo
tlmenta Ia, liZ, 418, Tlll5; eomrnltte~ u( 8111, 
4tll, 4ll; dratta Ia, 818; alarm at, 811T; town 
meetlogat,4:lll; militia~~ ; submi.,.lon 
ot the ciUzena of, 1108; t'roup• ot, Ill'. Iii T; 
cen•uo o~ 746; militia or, i7~ 718. 

Hanlwlck, 6lla. 
Hartford, "'• .SS; when chartered, 119; 

rran~<~ ln~._ 141 ; favors a separation l'tom 
New Yor.., 2T8; eeii8D8 o( 146; mUlti& o( 
Til. 

Hartland, 888, 889; wbon chartered, 114, 116; 
rlotors tram, 648; lhrbt at, 648, 600. 

Su Oerifurd. 
Ha"ard eollotre. 8111, TOEI. 
Hatfteld attaelr.od, 8, t. 
Haverhill burned, li. 
Hawk.fa Garrteon, 81. 
Hazen road, 41t. 
Herkimer ooDDty, 6M. 
Hertford, now Hartl&~~d, 1118 ; when set&lod, 

114, 1111· rraota Ia, 141 ; J'Oad to Cb...ter 
trom, nt; troubl .. at, a, OS; cenana o( 
T46; militia or, m. 

Highway robbery, pDDiabment o( 6711, 1578. 
Hill, Fort, 27, 88. 
HI ....tale, now Vernoa, Sit, Ml, 420, l50'i; tort 

at, ll6 i when chartered, 101, 102, 1~i. title 
to laoaa Ia, 1 TO. ITt; oommltteo o( ...., Sit, 
884, 81!41; le«ai lnYeoUgatlon nt, 811, 818; 
-tlmenta In, eo, 71115; cen1118 oC, T.O; 
militia o~ 178. 

Hlnodell's or Hlnodale'o Fort, 27. '8, .U, H, 68, 
Tl, M8, Tao; attaek on the toldlera of, 11, T8; 
J'IIDgen at, 86, TOll. 

Hlnodelrs mill, stlrmlab at, 88. 
Ho....,..raclng, punlabmont o( 15TT. 
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ur:tat Point, propoeed .. a OOUD&J to'II'D, 

In-*, paalahmeat nt, 6T4, IITII. 
ladlaa ....... 91, 88, 41. 
Indian Rock at Brattlehoroagh, IJ88.--Ml. 
Indiana, 646, 888; U'eaty with, "-~ 810,8111, 

111&-188; ve•tlpe o~ 124, 1186; Incursion ot, 
at Barnard, 88j ; attaek of, oa Royalton, 
888-8911; faloe al..-m concerning, 8IHI--ll99; 
depredatlona of, 412; oettlemenla ot, IISI>--
1181; plcture-wrltlna: of, 1181~ 

lndaetryibenellla o( IITll. 
IJ'OClaole ndlana, 8, GSO. 

Jail, deot'rlptlon t>f, at Cheater, lTS-1111, ITT; 
deeerlptlon of, at Weetmlneter, 186, li9S. 

Jamaica, jmlnt of, Mll. 
Jericho, grante In, 646. MT. 
John atreet theatre, TilL 

Kent, eelllll8 of, T46. 
Kllbnrn'e Jo'ort, aocount of tbe llgbt at, T"- T89 

-741. 
Klnjl!lbary eaanty propoeed, 182. 
Kln.,.bary, to'lfll ot, propoeed u a county 

town, tlli. 
Kin~'• rollege, 140. 
Klnnland, a county to'II'D, leo; location ot, 

181.171!. 
Klng'o Own re!f)ment. 818. 
KIDg WUIIam .. war, elL 

Land Ofll.,., proet'edlnp of the ""mml .. ton· 
era of the New York, II44--M6. 7117-760. 

Landa, method of jmintlng, 141\ 141. ITO. 
Lawtltl authorltv, act to UJohold, &&ll, 346. 
Lead, lla \'Aloe. tM. 
Letter, panlohment of wearing a, IIT:i. 
Lexington, battle of, TM. 
Libellous letwra, T81, Tlli. 
Liberty-men, m . 
Lloonoe lawa, 18», 19(1, lliS.IIT9. 
Llet of civil and military oftlcera, Tllli--T13. 
Londond•':'l· 149, TTO; probably tbe scene 

of Meh•ln 1 fight, 4!1. 
Lord's dsyf oboervanee of, 6811, 1179, 1190. 
Loyalist. G: 9, 896, T20, T23, iU. 
LaC88'o Garrison, 61. 
Lunenbul'l'h, OM; eettl•ment at, 124; chorter 
0~ 8111,668. 

Lying, punishment o( IITT. 
Lyme, klndn- oftbo people of, 80'J. 

Maneh .. ter county prop<>Oed, 13i. 
llanebeot<>r, town o~ report roncernlng, 481; 

oonventton at, MS. 
Manalau~~:bt.<-r, punlahmnt ot, :IT'
li&Qnaa Indiana, 18. 
Market.., law ••tabllahlng, 192, 188. 
llarlborongh, 421'1 486; oonlllct with th• In· 

dJan• at, 411 ; W Den chartered, tT, 8Tt, 680 ; 
a half shire town, 188, 404; Incident& at, 2T8, 
441- 448; ..,ntlmente Ia, at.~. TIM!; mea 
drafted ot. 811, 878; bletnry ~ 8911; excite· 
mont at, lltT--8811; 1101dlera at. 440.1114,111T; 
nperlor court at, ~ 492-4116, llb'i; 
oommltte<o of, 4111, 471; militia of, 6111; 
pardon nf cltlaena of, 1188; a proach~r at, 
11111 ; Iotter from, 11114; t"&rly aottlen of, 128, 
T!l9 ; c••n•u• of. T 46. 

llueeequoejl or Scateeook lndlano, 18, 18.. 
JIMMchusetta, northern boundary line of, 

~ettle•l, eo; claim nt, 808, BOT, 8811; odjadlca· 
tlon on tbo claim of8114, 8811, IlK; a;ympathy 
of, 4116, 4111, 4Tt,lllt,1180, 1188; correopondence 
with, Ml; Ideo of annexln, Vermont to, 
181 ; grante by. 11111. 188. 

JIMMchu..,tta, Fort, 88, 84, 1111, 114, 81, 81, M, 
IT, TO, 81, 88, 91; foree of, lncreaaed, 811. 

JloMocre at Weotmlnater, 11($-tfl, 898. 4411, 
'10. 1109, S8D, eae, 1811, 1148, 11411, 1168, 8i8, liT 4, 

818, m. 160, -. ... 101, 111, '111, '111, 'ill, 
1*-'11111. 

llaaUDif ~ rete"ecl f« tbe ... ol the klDf, 
~~t:i, mallcdou ~tloa lor caWq, 

MeetiDsboaoe, d~J>tiOn of&, 111-t:l'-
Middle oon....,-. ee. 
Military o eera, Uat o~ TT.._TTll. 
)(JJitor;y road- Vermont. tl, a 
Militia lawa, 881, 888, 418, IISL 
Mill prllon, 4011. 
M~ aame pven to tile Amerleuoo, llt, tlt, 

Mohawk Indiana, T 
Monll!omery county 1141. 
Montpelier, 888; 1;:.!1ana encamp Dear, 110. 
Mooretown or MoNtowa, 111, 1110, -. &4 

.Brac(,4orcf. 
Morr!Mn 'a Garrlloa, 81. 
lioDDt llldependeAee, camp at, IC. 
Morder1 6T4. 
Matllouoa, IIT'-

N-Hall, TOO. 
Neplllinqaee llldlaao, M. 
Neotralo,lllt; namber ot, lllll, 11111, TDI. 
Newbury, 404, 408, OM; lacldeala eo..-ed 

wltb the aoUiementof, l~llii,MI;..,.... 
Dooed U & CODDI)' town, lSi; gr&llta -, 
141 ; ..,lected ae a OODDty town, lCl; a mill· 
tary otaUon, 21':1. 800 ; ohtre ol, Bt:i, Dl ; 
plan to altaclk, 888, 8S-I; ladlaa aottldmenll 
at, 1186, 118T. 

New Cunneetleat, al4aa Vermont, lSI, ts8, 
IMI4, liT& 

Nn·tane, 811, 410; the 1111ppc.ed l<>eallty or 
Melvln'e ftgbt, 4!1; when cllartend, "'10., 
816; a county town, 188; .. ntl-nll Ia, 
8211, TIM!; miiiU& ol, a.&; toiM Indian alarm 
at. 8116, 88T; •aperlor court ot, lilli.litl8, •; 
Incident at, TOll, TIU; ~Dona~ 146. 

New Flomateod, now Cbeeter, 1811, Dl. CIS, 
1189: when chartered, 1011 ; propoted ae a 
oooaty town, 182, 188. 

New Hampohlre. lillfl, 6eO, liN; llmlta ol ID· 
CI'MMd, ill;_ dlapute ooncemlng the New 
Hampohlre uranta, between New \' ort and, 
128, t48: boundorlea o~ till, IIIQ, 41S: jDrlo
ollctlun oo the ~ Granta, ot, UH ~nl"" ..-ltb 
Vermont or slxteoD towns In, - sr.; .... 
vi"" to, 8114, 8811: cllamembei'IDent ..C, 412, 
41T, Tllo, Tilt. 

Now Ham(lOhire Granta, .... 481,48T, 119, nt. 
T211, T28, Till; dloput,.. oon..,rnlng, I~ 610, 
GaO, 11118, 111111, 608, 'r.!l; lnclud...t Ia Albany 
county, 131, Ttl&, T811; attempts to di\'Jde, 
182-1U: mill tory on•l rlvU coaditioa ..C, 
1811, 188, TTO; petttloo or the IDhobitoDta o( 
1•, ITO: ell'eeto ofth~ euntruveroy ooacern
lng. 1711, 1'18, 681, Dllll; road through a pol' 
tlon ot, IN; patrlotWn ~ toll: ld .. u( 
rormlna: a etete In, 244, 2M, MO. itS, ~. 
401 ; oll~aatlon o~ 181 ; fonn.,.. Into tbe 
otate or Vermont., liS8, 1M14, lillj; militia ot, 
nrdered to report, 80Ci; protest aplnot tbe 
oei"'raUon of, 811-814; rf'oolves fll C<>n 
~ ..... .,..,un~ro 111111, 884, 8811, 470. 4Tt; aiJi. 
da\'lt ooncerniDI£, 814; tiUee to land on, 41' 
re1oort relatl,.. to•. 1121, Mil; early oettlor on, 
1188; aubmiMIOD of, Ill; property owned 011, 
8H, 8jf; surveyor on, 114'- &4 Grattl& 

New Marlboroa(l'b, ..-ben cbarterf'd, tT, m: 
...,..,_ tbrou~rh, tk 

New Netherland, nortborn limit ot, lta. 
New Stamford, road tbro~"' IN. 
New atote'o men, 810, 810, 1178, MS. 
New Toanton or NDmber One, now W..tmia· 

ater, Ierma of tbe grant u(, 118--41L 
New York, dlapatee eon..,...ng the New 

Bampohlre Grants between New Hamp
ohlre and, Its, 1•. 2M: boandart.,. ot, UO, 
IIC1; dlallke to tbe jarladletloa ot, lit, 141. 
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188, ,., ITS; ordered to ra1M mea, a· 
opiDIODI relath'e to a oeparatlon floom, m 
~8, 8IG, ,.._TilT; allell&lioD floom, 181, 
B; enmity between Vermont and, 1104--
808, 810; denial ol the jnrladlcUon or v ... 
mont by frlellda of, llfr.-818; ootteapoDd· 
aliCe ooDCerDing the rtgbta of, lliO-Iill; 
peroeeutloD of thenbjecta of, 881, 810; de
llance to, 841, IIi'· delegation from, 8411, 8110, 
8118, 8IIG. aa. iii, er, a, 488; ad .-tee to, 
104, 8811, 46T; elecUou of, 888, Bell ; patl· 
tloll8 to the Leglalature of, 8Te, .ui, 418, 010, 
041, MI. 1161, 808, ear, 8811; dl.omemberment 
of, 408, 41T; determination of the frlenda of, 
488 ; commlaalou floom, eo· oondltlon ot 
the frlellda of, 486, 601, ClOT, liJO.t_acta OOD· 
eemlng the eltlaena of, CIOi, 1108,....., D80, 048, 
044; f.roeeedlnp and acta ot the Legblatnre 
of, INS , 881, 461 Oli--. 608, 004, Mil, 11:111, 
oeo. r.04, 11811, M4, reo; I!HDta of land to the 
Htrertag ottlaeDa of, 041-6&T, TilT-Teo; ad· 
mlaalon of Vermont Into the Union I&Tored 
by, DOS-.'WI4; A(ijudleatiOD OODOernlag, IMIG; 
Ooancll,TU. 

New York Committee of8atety,188, 640,110, 
T40. 

New York Oon,.entlon, 118, 118, i84, 183; 
eommlaslon floom, M6; proceedlnp of, ITO 
~4, H-IM, 848, m; ohnoldoua letter 
to, m, rrs .i. loan by, 28t. 

New York voDDcll ol 8atety, 180; letter of, 
lll8. 

New Tort, General AMembly of, represent&· 
th'ealn, 188, 8011, 14.'!, TIT; remuneration of 
re~eosentatiYealn, 108; lut meeting of, ltO, 
1 i18,18&. 

New ork Promelal Oongreoe. ~ SiS, 1411, 
1M, i84, 6W, "1. 044, "T, 048, '129 Tlli, TN, 
TTO, Tn, TTl ; delegatee In, 1146, 14T, 11110, 2M, 
~ TiS, 7_111 TTO ; letter to, teo, !141 ; name 
changed, liOltj e:ltnlata floom Juurnale of, 104, 
T40. . 

New York Pro.-!oelal OoDYentlon, ~ 141, 
&ill, 762. 

Nlght-walklnc, panilhmeat of, 078. 
Nortbll~ld, 87, t-18, ITO, 111; settlement at, T; 

dopredati0118 at, 8, 1!1 j abendoned, 10. 
North na,.en, tint eemer o( 014. 
Norton's tevern, 880, t81; a re~tatlon of, 

Ill. 
Norwalk, barnlngo( eM. 
N orwleb, 8tS, -. 1'08 · lint ealled Norwhlch, 

111; settlement of, its ; a ohlre town, 4IHo; 
census of, T 40. 

Number One or New Taunton, now W eatmiD
oter, terma of the grant of, M--61, 101; llat 
or the grantees or proprietors o( 788, 7311, 

Number Two, now Rockingham, tOL 
Nnmbor Three, now Walpole, fort at, 1'40. 
Number Four, now Oharleatown, IT, 31,811, Be, 

41, 411, 46, 40, 01, OS, 04, 11, - 84, 311, eo, fl ; 
attAcked and >"allantly defended, 88; other 
attacb on, 311, 40, 04. 

Oath, required. 1181; oouunt.lonen to adml· 
nlster.i T 88, 788. 

Oneida ndlaaa, 114&. . 
Oorondax Indiana, k 
Orange ooanty (N.Y.), !181; ezpoeed to attack, ,... 
Orange county (Vt.), 4, f, 148, 181; bonD· 

dariee of, 401, 4iK. 
Ordor of KlniiJ In Connell. of JnlyiOth, 1184, 

US, 12l, 180, 146, 148, 1de, ITO, tn, ttl, 1101, 
soe, oet. eoe, m. 

Orleana ooanty, I. 

Pardon, otron o( 84T, IN& 
pam, peace of, 1M. 
Peacham~.. 419; lncunlon at, 4011, 408, eee.. 
Pelluun, l'"ort, 118, 40, IT. 

PenDIJlftllllla, olmllartt:r between the eoJIII:I. 
tatloa of V ormont 111d that of, 011. 

Peaobeeot Indiana, 8!. 
Pai:IIU)', panlahment of, 011. 
Phlllp'a war, 7, & 
Picture wrtttag or Indiana, 1181'-.'111. 
Pllrwaoltet, tight at, 006. 
PI Dory, pawllment llf the, OTe, 1181, 1168. 
PIU oonnty proposed, 181. 
Plymouth, whoa chartered, lUI. 
Poetic aeeoant or the W eatmiDater x-cr., • 

084, 180, Till. 
Polygamy, punilhment of, liTO. 
Pomfret, 411, 488; when chartered, lOT, ll4j 

mtn!Aer at, 111111; ceaaaa of, Te; militia 01, 
TTl. 

Poor law, 1180. 
Population of the New Bampohlre Granta, 

lliO, 181, lk 1811, 187, 1~411. 
PMIIAI, when charter..!, ; ro.d through, 

Pr.eata to the ladlaae, 84, ItA. 
Preeidontlal olector, MIL 
}'._ ftoeedom of the, 1111. 
Profanity, punlahmoat of, OTT. 
Propagation of tho guopel, aoelety tor the, 1'48. 
Proteatant religion, 1188. 
Putney, 811, 881, 8111, 8Tt, GO, 486, 871, 898; 

when chartered, 88, 04, stT; Incidents oon· 
neeted with the aettlement of, 11.'1, oe, toe, 
108, 895; granta In, 141 ; rtota at, 112, 118, 
180, eOll ; anger of the people, !194; dloatr
tloa In, 1161, 2M; oommlttea of, ll!lli, 8811, 
800, 81111; oentlmenta in, 8i6, Tile; reaouo at, 
884, 881, 840; eltl&eDS of, arrested, 8811; 
election preve~ ...:e 8611; drafta In, ITll; 
talee alariD at, ; mill Ua of, 010, TTl, 
718; church at, 696; ceasae of, 7411. 

P'ar'der, oourte of, 1lle&DiDg of the D&Die, 

Randolph, Indla~~a encamp 1n, 888; IDcunloa 
at, 8110, 8111. 

Banlrera, life of, 11-18; eatabllahed, 1M, 1110, 
TTli; oomtnand o( Me-168; conduct of, 
BTO, BTl, 286-tse; report aoneernlng,_ 278-
ITII; dledectlon among, 279 ; wages oi, paid, 
II8S; ordered to mareb, tie, 800. 

Bape, OT'-
Hayaham Hall, name proposed for Wood· 

otoet. 118. 
BOIIdeaboroagb, .-1 throudl. lN. 
Beading, w boa chartered, 118. 8t8; eomme 

moratlve atonea at, 86, et, 011. 
Renlatora, 1161. 
Ballglon rrotected, llst, 018. 
Reaoue a Patney,ll84. 
Rice's Fort, 811, 87, 18, 86. 
Ill&::: .. ,.ere acts to prevent, 840, 841, 844, 

Road lawa, 1811, 188 150, 1$4, 185. 
Road& floom Lake Champlain to Oonneetlont 

river, lll, H, 18, Ill, 01, 04, TO, sa, ""811, fl, 
ti. 

Rockingham, 811, 829, 841, flO, 428; when 
chartered, 100, 101, 104; meeting of oiYII 
olllcen at,lSii; eettlemonta at, 1T8; etrorta 
to malr.e It a county town, lTII; patriotism 
of, 211, SIS, ti4, 238; friendly to a oew state, 
188; oommlttee of, 83li, BOO: disturbance at, 
88e; remoMtrance floou1, 4tl9, 410; militia 
of, 1110. 708, TT8; eeMna o( i 411; repreMDta
Uvea trom, TM; eantlmeata 1n, 7118. 

Royal taYern, 221 m. 
RoyaltoaisS:S.:J; tho attack oD and bnrn· 

x!?.:~ aoaoty, troop& -bl• hiD, ...,_ 
1101. 

Roti&Dd, town o( trial at, Ml, 1110 ; OonnalJ 
meet at, orr; ontbrealt at, 1101; 6eDeral 
AMembly moat at, 068. 

llyawlot, poliCe ol; e. 
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180 INDO 01' BUJJJXCTS. 

&bbath, obt!e'rY&noe or. Me, 11'19, 1180. 
Salt»b, former ll&mO or Plymouth, 11& 
San Colck, attack on, 6e. 
Sart,.·ell'a Fort, 28,27; taver11. 1418. 
Saturday evening. oboervanoe or, 1180. 
Sea~>Oil: Indians, 18, 23. 
Sooutlng expedltlono, routes o( 18, tt; Ol'

ganlzed, 88; jonmal or, 670, 8T1. 
Sculptures by the Inrtlans, liST_.. 
l:lervlce, a punlehm•ot, 88t, 841, li7T. 

• Sharon, Sllij; when chartered, tiG; Indian In-
cursion at, 866, 8S7, 89i; cenaua u( 7411. 

Shay's Uebellton, 080, T09, TlL 
l!holdon's Fort, 88, GT. 
Sh~rtrr, low concernlnp: his dntles, lilt. 
Shlrl•y, ••nrt, 88, 88, 40, 411, 8T. 
Sodomy liT._ 
Sons or Liberty, 106. 
Soundlnj!-bOOird, aoeonnt of a, !Ill. 
South <laroUna, maritime condition or, 8118, 

el!e. 
Bprln&:fleld, 881; when chartered, 118; dllll· 

euti!oa of settllnl!, 117-111; earlr mllltla 
comr,any In, 186; &j!roemont algne<l at, M8 _: 
sent menta In, IIIII, 41!8, 1116; committee o~ 
881!, 869; town meeting at, 68f; eensna 01, 
7411; mllltla or, TTl, 718. 

8qnakheag, ll<!ttlement at, 7. 
Stanwix, Fort, M4. 
Sterling county propoo<!d, 18!1. 
St. Francia Indians, C4, G2, 1184. 
Btllhnter propo&~~d as a county town, 18!1. 
BttJcb, pnnlehment o( 1117, IH!l, IITI, 1180. 
Stratford, 828: deserters rrom, 802. 
Bnpply blll, 674, iot. , 
Swanzey, attack on, 7. 
Swine, law to prevent damage bT, 1113, lN. 

Taunton river, writing rock on, 1188, 11811. 
Tavem-haonter, punlohment o( a, 1178. 
Taverns, courts held at, 111~ 1110. 
Taylor'e Garrleon, 67. 
Tender act, ML 
Thert, punl•hment o( 1171. 
Thetford, 828; when cbartored, 118; deserters 

from, 809; a •hire-town, 404. 
Thirty tbo08&11d dollars, act grantlnl! the aom 

ol, to New York, 6611 664; dlvtolon o( the 
•um or, 666, 6ll8, 676, Tft1, 762. 

Thomlinson, now Ornfton, when chartered, 
111. 

Ticonderoga, iST, 721 i attack on f•ared, 276, 
!186, 667; evaouatea, 217, 801, 80S; troops 
march to, 800; n~nta at,~ 641, 887. 

Timber, law conoerniJli the deatrncttoa ot; 
111. 

Tlnmoutb, oononltatlon ftt, 111111. 
Tioga county ~ 
Tory, ll18, itT. 218, 12(), 121, ft2, lt4, tall, 178, 

2118, 881!, 860, 887, 898, 412, 808, G13, 824, 8J7, 
8811,647, 874, 896, 101, TOll, 761, 761. 

Townshend, when chartered, tot; &l!fe•rnent 
lllgned at, M8; militia o(, GIG. 641 ; early in· 
babltanla o( 640; representative from, 642; 
COJ18WI o(, 7411. 

Treason, punlehment a< 1178, 117._ 
~ils_ renewal with the Indiana of a, M, 1M 

Trenton, battle o(, 808. 
Tryon count;r, 276, !Ill; ftW'S Ia, 1111; exposed 

eltuatton o( 1M. 
Tnmp-llne, .rr. 
Tnnbrldge._ lndlall depredatlona at, 884, a 
TIIIC&lOra Indians, ~ 

Uleter connty, 211; •IJ>080<1 to attaek, tM. 
Unity county, 8, 6, 81.11. 
University of Vermont, TOS, 709. 
Utreebt, treaty or, 18. 

Vermont, dlvlalon Into ""nntleo or, 1~; 
early reference to, 8; llrat settlement In, 18; 

..,eond oett.enw11t In, If: derhnUftll of the 
prlnolplea oldie lawou( 111,1173, 614; lrn 
convonUon wltbla the limite o( oppoMd to 
Great Britain, ltlf--100: l'vrmcd into a~ 
ll88; CODtltltntlon o( 2tT, 80S.. 8'.11~ l:ti, 11!1, 
~ 702, 7U8; oplnl0111 eon...,rntnc. 118, 
1168, 8119, 418, 41-&, 4\M, 411 ; enm\1\· b.twee11 
New York ud, 80&-806. 81u:· called aa 
Ideal atate, 824; union er lSew ll~&wp.hire 
towno with, 8116, m. a. 7:!0; militia lawa 
of, 882. 1111, 41111, liSl; laws of, <idled, Dl. 
4211, 4H; retuaal to wrve In the miiiUa o( 
868, 867; ad \'Ice to. 8811: 8Dppokd detenDI· 
nation o( 874; negotlfttlon• bt-tween die 
Brltblh ud, 860, ssr, 408, 41 ~1-a. 41&. Ut, 
~~. •ti. 481, 464.. 4711 4SlS. r.os, 116S, Till, m; 
e:q>OO<.>d lltuaUon of. 882.1k;S; u nlun <A New 
York towno with, 4011, 417; nllar llltua
t.lon o(, 4111 ; condemnation of tbe re.oiY .. 
o( December llt.h, 1782. by, 4T!l, 4711, 461; 
~wer o(, 49CI; gathering or ( be troops ot, 

J:: .:::~:!'.:": 1~ 08B~1 ~_.1Dif.::.4n::: 
the Union oC. ~; dtvlal"n Une he
tween New York and, 681: crlrulnal code 
of, 574----MO; lndlano ot, ~-

V erruont Councll, 11'- 816, 11118, 802, I8S, •· 
662, 814, 6711,_ ~ i . determination or, •; 
m• .. ures o(, ~~. 4811, 41111, 4llt\ 4ll8, 411, 
416, 477, oi7S, olll6, 481, 4lltl, 1100, llu1, ~ Ill, 
ll2G, 621, 11M, c.n, llll6; letter to, m ; re
quest to 7110. 

Vermont Q;uncU of Safety, M, 84. Ill'. 
Vermunl<'ra. 101, 1011, .._ -. ""--. 111, 

871, 416, ol11, m-. 418, ..... 48$, 4tO, "" .... 
44!\ 4110. 4M, 4117. ee, oi11, 47'- fm. •re. crs, 
479, 4..~ ~1, 4S7, 4SII, 1100, II(J6, 1506, liCk\ 1101, 
Mll, 618, 1114. 1'1111, 616, 517, 518, 11111, IIM.III!8, 
Glr.l, 680, ~ IIIII, Mo. M ; number ol, •; 
dotermlnatlon of, 888. 

Vermont, General Aaembly ot, 80S. lOt, 81ll; 
address to, 811; lint ..,..ion o( 314. 8111,8111; 
acta of, 8t7, 8118, 1111, 881, 888, 31115, 140, M1, 
844,8411,846, 8116,·409. - 4IJS, 410, olll,-
482. 488, 438, 4811 .... 4110, 4811, -~ 481, ~ 
1m,~ ll81, 1181, 118'- ... 611, -.HI, 
GiS, Ml, ~ 6!h 684, 61T.6118.1'1N--681,C, 
687, 662. ~m, ,_, 701, TM. 1W, 1011: put~ 
by, 8811, 870; petltto1111 to, 41P.I'I10. 611, lill, 
1186, 689, 688; accusation apinsL 481 ; letter 
from, 488; ,..,..,Iutton• u( 1106, Mi. 106; com· 
mt.o.tonen appointed by, 682; membeno( 
1!88, 809. •. 642. -. 676, IIP7, ees. m ; 
negotiation• wllh, 709. 

V ermont'a Appeal, a pamphlet, IIINI; utrad 
l'rom,160. 

Vernon. dluotrona all'alr at the meadow In, 
74--77; when cbartei"'d, 101, lOB, 108; euiJ 
aettler of. TO&. 

W agee and ratlono of aoldlen, *' 8&, ae, faG, a, 
11. 

Walpole, 1188; pstrlotlam o( 11M; meetlq al, 
Mil; Indian light at, 7', '-148; epltapll 
at, 7~ ; militia or, Till. 
W~uet river, aeulptu...,. on the b&nt o( 

W88blngton oonnty ~- H.~40&. 
W111blngton county :S. Y. 111111. 
Washington county(' L}, 
W 111hlngton, town ot, tormerlJ die toWD.Sblp 

of Klngoland, 181. 
Weathel'l!lleld, 811, liSt, ao, lilT; ..-ben ehar· 

tered, 111; pa.nta Ia, 1ft i...~•"ment lip· 
ed at, ll48; oommlttee o(- 883, liCit; aeD• 
timenla }!.',. 8!11, 1116 ; onpJ•-d lneerii',UOIII 
at, 11111, on; e.-nona ot, 1411; militia or, rn, 
718. 

W eddlng, a enrtone, llllll. 
Wells river, fort at the month of. 18. 
W eatebeater county, 701, 701. 
W eatom Union,-. 416, 618, 41P, at, al,-. 

Digitized by Goog le 



IImEX OF SUBJECTS. 781 

W eat J'alrlee, formerly a Part of Fairlee, 190. 
W eatml~!1. Ill, fill, 8116, Bel, 810, 878, IIIIT, 

to8, tiO, _,106, 1106, MO, oei; terme of the 
IJI'&IIt o~ 116-tl; deserted, 88; charter re
newed, t8, H; Inn at, t48, til : attempt& to 
malr.e It a county town, 11t, 181; shire o~ 
11K, 810, ne · court houae at, 186, 186, 111!1; 
rOIIda to, lN; ouperTiaoro to meet at, 11111; 
conventions at, 1117, 188, 101, b-!106, let, 
11!0, 164., T71; .reaolveo of convention at, ttt, 
100 ; muoaere at, toll- !Ml, 888, 4091 '10. 
a, a. 186, est, 848. 046. MS. 818, 117., 818. 
818. 1180, • ... Toe, ne. TtO. 1t8, Tao, T4d 
-71111; old meeting houae at, ill-91'; ll.rat 
aettled minister at, ill, Tn; court to me~t 
at, U7; hoetlle aooemblage at, ltB-iit· 
militia gather at, liM, till, 11!111; account of 
&hoae lr.llled at, lllt-181; lncld•nta eon· 
neeted with the maaoacre a~; re· 
aulta of the miiOiaCre at, t, t1i8; 
meeting of committees at.148, 1M, M1, TM; 
count:r eo~ae at, ~Co, 1M, IIIII!; manifeato 
from, lllil, 1M; connty committee of aafety 
at, IIIT-i&S, i17, IH; convention eatabllsh• 
lng Vermont meeta at, t88, IIIII, 111!1; com· 
mlttee o~ 2811, 881!. 8110; Yorkers confined 
at, 8110, 448, 4116, 488, Itt; trtal of Yorkers 
at, IWO-~ 8411 &08, 11011; letters written 
from, ~ 7111; defeneeo recommended at, 
11M· General Aaeembly meet at, 8811 • a 
beit'-shtre, 40&; superior eonrt held at, 4tt, 
~ 4116, 1110, 1191, ll80; militia o~ 44.5, 
&tO, TTt, 178; oceurrencea at, 'T8, 788, TIU; 
examination at, &88; strange bnrlal at, &88, 
11M, a81; cnrlone weddln~ at, 11811; oftlce 
holders from, lifT, a88; lbt of the proprie
torso~ T89, T41, T~; cenana of, T40; senti• 
menta In, Till. 

W eat rlnr, ocnlptnreo on the banlr. o~ 118&-
1111!1; notice of. 810. 811. 

W.Ji.tg, liiS. 211, tis, itt, s, -. ft8. n4, m, 
liBII, ll88, 686, ... 111111, 818, Till!, 1118. 

Whipping poot, plllllsbment at tbe,I!Sll, 15811. 
White Plaln.o, lncldenta at, TOt, TOll. 
Whiting, road tbrongh, 1M; militia of, 848. 
Willard's bill, 8t. 
William Heney, Fort, capture o~ 911, 8&. 
Wllltama'a Garrlaon, 117. 
Willa, law reprdiiiiJ the probate of, 1110. 

Wilmington, 4118, 'll6; when chartered, tt; 
militia of, lllO, 6111; censWI o~ 740; aentl· 
menta In, Till. 

Windham oounty,l, '. 0, to8,- 4111, 1198, 708; 
oftlce·bolders In, to8, 41J9,IIt'l', MO, Nl, 810, 
11M, 701, TOll; court of. 410, ~~~. 488; pre· 
aentment to the grand Jnrora of. G6, IIH; 
mlll~l'J' brought Into reqnWtlon In, 41111, "G. 
• 001, Dll8; condition o~ W, 48, '1t1 liOll, 
1108, 1196, 1111,1186, Ml, 11fT; delego,te rr<>m, 
617; charge to the graudjnrorao~Gel~-6~~6; 
election In, TllO. 

Wlndeor county, 1, '. &, 4011., 40&; conrt bouae 
~ 6N; troope gather In, 661 ; oftlcera o~ 

Wlndaor, town of,~toS, ll8ll, 8111, T~ TM; 
when chartered, 11 11'- t~; ranta In, 
l't; noted for Ita w lte plnea, ~~ • mall· 
clons proaecnti<>n against Cltiaens of, lor cnt· 
tlng maotlng timber, 1'7 -188 • rlotona 
behavior of the people of, l&t-i88; con· 
duct of people or; reprobated, 188; road to 
Cheater from, ITT; conventions at, ll:ili, ll81 
llll8, i88, TTll; convention at, dlaapproved o~ 
~!Lconstltutlon of Vermont adoptea 
at, lltr,-; ftnot aeaolon of General Aosem· 
bly meet at, 808, 81', 811i L~eneral Aasem· 
bly meet at, U4, 1140, 11M,'*'; proclamation 
dated at, 848; a shire town, 40&; oondltion 
of, W, 4811; statement prepared at, 1180; 
conrt bonae at, 6N · dbturbance at, M&
llllt, Tllll· fourth of July at, 118; cenaWI of, 
T411; mlltlaof, m. 

Woodatook.,818; when ebartered,116; rioters 
from, IIIlO; cenans of. 740; mllltla of, TTL 

W orahlp, right of, lillll. 

Yale coli~'. I!IN, T08. 
Yorkers, 8IK, 88, 1148, U4, ll48, 86&, 

81111, 867, ~. s:ss::. 810, 811, m. 818, 
873, 876, 87t, '18. 4U, 41M, ali, - 4M,
at, 440, 4«, 44.'1, 448, 44T, "'· 4110, 4111, .. 
4117,- '74, 4TO, 476, ,11, 41t, 481, 4i1, 606, 
&01, 11011, 1108, 6(K, 11011, 1108, 11011, litO, 1!11, 618, 
615.1i16, .lilT, 618, litt,IIIO, 1191, lin, lit6. 1198, 
617, 1198, 1180,1181~ Mli,IIM, 1186, &88, 697, 1188, 
111M, 888, liST, Tlill.., TOll; number of, 8ll6; de
termination of, iRilS; rap of, 88t. 
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Abbott. Jam~ts. 
Abeel, .Jamea, M5, Tat. 
Adama, John, ~; remark a( Nl. 
Adama, Simeon, 
Adaana, Tbomaa, 811, sa. 
Addarawaaeet, T. 
Addington, I-. Tea. 
Adpte, Matthew, 418, 11M. 
Allten, Edward, id., !IGT. 
Aiken, Solomon, GC8. 
Albee, Jaeob, '1158. 
Albee, John, '1158. 
Aldrich, Gen. George, Ill. 
Ale:under, Aaron, tint penon born 1D Pntnq, •• Ale:under, Eben-r, 40, 'l 48, tot. · 
Ale:under, John. 78. 101., T48, Ta8, 'l'li, TTl; 

trial and line of. a 
Alexander, Jonatb&D; 778. 
Alexander, Jonathan S., 7118. 
Alexaader, J-ph, TA 
Alexander, Phlllp, et, 91). 
Allen, Ebeneaer. IWill. 
Allen, Et~~ iili: !187, 948, 14&, 818, act, 11111, 

858, 11M, -. ~ ~ 488, lllD,IIH, eM, 1M, 
Tn, 1M; eztraot. from bla Wl'lttnga, tOI, 11811; 
aaeedoteo of. ft1, 8'l 848, 800; tll0-t81; 
threeta of, 1188 i.!.,.ellcla the V ermontera oplnat 
the Y orkera, -; Itt.. entertained ot; 840, 
4111· a brlpdler aeneral, 11411; ordered to 
queh aa lnourrectton, ~; arreet by, 448 
«4 ; hlo terrible proclamation, ~; hla 
boasta, 4111 ; oonvertatlon o( 4117; refnlee to 
IUbeorlbe a teet ereed, liTO; reward tor~ ear; 
marriage aad children of. 881 ; lettor uom, 
TiO. 

Allen, Heman, 1M, tea, DO. 
Allen, lra,1'>18, li6i, 15118; elected atato treuurer, 

814; Wl'lta laoued by, 88D; !etten rrom, IU.fo, 
8411; embaaey of. 488; ordered to quell aa In· 
onrreetlon, ~; oent to make an arreet, 441 
--448 ; agent, Me; a oomml!olone_r1 llliD; bls 
ed1'1oo, 1118 ; extraot.s rrom hla 11111tory of 
Vermont, 844. TM, Tllll; eztraeta frOm a 
}*Dphlet of. 7110. 

ADen, ~amea, 180. 
Allen, J-Jlb, Jr., DT. 
Allen, Josllib, m. 
Allen, Ne•m~. 
Allen, Samuel, T411. 
Alllaon, Col. Wll 8411. 
Alvord, Ell.lab. iOS, tilT. 
Alvord. Jolin, 8110. 
Ames, Lemuel, '1158. 
Amea, Luther, DT. 
Amberat, Gen. Jeffrey, 88, D1, ft. 
A.mlden, Tbomaa, 180. 

Am:r., lllcab, tiO. 
All eraon, Samuel. lN. 
Andre...a, Rev. E. 'D., TO, N, H. 
Alldre...a, Edmond. '118. 
Alldre...a, John 'lll8. 
Andros, lllr ~ 118. 
Alldroe or Andnlll, BUded, 118, !118; llate-

ment of. T.f.T ; a ~oatloe, T._ 
Alldrooa, Natbanle .foCI. 
Aptbo~<..'barlea arc!, 818. 

~lobn, Dj~l~ -:-a; aberlt till 11!1, 1M, 
Tee: poet, liM; otllce held by, TN, ho. 

Arma, John, Jr., 748. 
Arma, Josiah, IDD·keeper, 418, 4111; -De at 

the Inn or, 1110, 611 ; troope UMmble at the 
Inn o!z 11111, Mtt.. pettUon of. llCii, 

Arma, rhlneaa, u1. 
Armstrong, H•zeklab, a eaptaln, 111D. 
Arnold, Jonathan, IMII; letter ot; Till. 

~1,!~e1, .foM,I!CIII, TTl; ICOODDt Cl(lllO; 
J!rAnt of Iandi to, 11411, Tilt. 

Aabley, BenJamin, ....,e ot. 818. 
Aabl•y, John, 8111. 
Ashley, J-pb, 7811 T.foB. 
Aahley, Samuel, ni, 'l'lt, T48. 
Aaplambelet, T. 
Atherton, Joseph, T. 
Att!Deon, O..L Theodore, tOT, T411. 
Atlee, Samuel J~depnted to Tlllt the "Gnmte," 

81!0; hla tnteme• 'lflth Chittenden, 111141; re· 
port of. 858, 81111. 

Autin, Samuel, robbed. 11111, 1118; certl4eate 
of, m · petition ot.llllt 

Anrlll, .Lm'A; llrat oblld born 1D Weetmluter, 
111. 

A nriD, Aea, 81, 88, TII8; cmtona wed41nc Cl( 
11811. 

A verlll, .John, 81, 8!~ Ill, 180, 'l'lf, Ta8, '1ft. 
A Terlll, Tbomaa, TUB. 
A very, Mr. --. a~rlaoner, 887. 
A very, Abnlwn, 7118; trial o( 1110. 
Avery, Natben, 418, liT. 
Avery, Oliver, 88. 
A very, Samuel. 480. M5, Til; apll\, 410. 
Ayrea, C&pL John, hla ezplolte, Jlll, -

Babeoct.Amoa,tD. 
Baoon, Goold. Teo. 
Baln brlclp, Com. WilHam, N8, 114T. 
Bater, Benjamin, 418, 7118 ; depoeltloa Cl( Cl'
Bater, EdWud. tD. 
Bater, Jamea, lie. 
Baker, Remember, reward tor, ear. 
Bater, Robert, 116. 
Baker, Tbomu, 818, Ta8, Till, TT8; arnR ~ 
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444 ; tTial and lllle ot; 4M, 4118 ; depoeltlon 
ot 4118. 

&Icirtdlre. John, 1011. 
&Idwtn, Mr. -, 110. 
&ldwtn, Cynu, bla hoaae and abop entered, 

818, 814. 4111, 818 ; hlo etolen property dlloo
Tered, 8\T, 818. 

&ldwtn family, 118. 
Balronr, Capt.-, an aldH.-mp, 81T. 
&I~ Sbadracb, a letter carrier, Til. 
Ball. Sulomon, a Iotter carrier, Til. 
Ballow, Benjamin, 1D8. 
Banclr.er, Florea, 88i. 
Banister, Timothy, •· 
Banyar, Goldabrow, Deli, 1M, ""' 181 ; e:uon· 

tor, 8116. 
Banyar, William. Tat. 
Barber, Mr. -ltl. 
Bard, John, MI. 1& 
Bard, Samue~ T81. 
Barnard, Francia, tt. 
Barnard, John, 88. 
Barnard, Samnel, 810. 
Barueo, John, TTl, 
Barney, John, 111. 
Barney, Jonathan, eo, T88. 
Barney, J-pb, eo, 1118. 
Barna, Thomas, 148. 
Barret, ~. ..... 111. 
Barrett, Jobn, lN6, m i bl8 abop robbed, 

6111. 
Bartholomew, Tlmotll7, 818. 
Bartlett. Aaron, ta 
BaW. Jabe&, T68. 
Baum, Lleut.·CoL -, orden to, 808. 
Bayley, Ephraim, a coroner, TTO.. 
&yley, Frre, a& 
Bavley. Gen. Jaeob, ltcl, 118, 181l, -.1811, 1811, 

llsr, !ISS, 2!111, fit , 8111, 41!1, 8811, 8G8; !etten 
ot; 1~ !ll'V, i88, IIIII, 80!1 ; 111lgned or &be 
quorum, 13& ; cb-n a delegate, "'· TTO ; 
a brlgadler·general, 1M, m i ordered to 
march. 2VV ; a patriot, 411&, 4011 ; olllooa ha1d 
by, 76.'1J T68, Tell. 

Barley, Jooha., 8111. 
Beiunon t, John, 84. 
Beclr.ley, Rn. H-.. n4; estn.at from bl8 

Hlotory of Vermoat, TIL 
Bedel, CoL J, 186, W. 
Beeckman, Jamee, 181. 
Beeman, John. 88. 
Belcher, GoY. J~ I&, 11171', 'Ill. 
Belden, Joab, at. 
Belding, Aaron, Ill. 
Be llr. nap, 81-n, l8li. 
Bello-. !IW. --, sr. . 
Bellowo, Cof. Benjamla, 88, 14, 88, 101, & · a 

jnatloe, 1T8 ;_ l"'triottc 1111d clt.anet., 2114, iii!; 
•ttera to, HI, 841 .i laraTAry ot; 188, 741 ; 
om .... held by, 184, 1811. 

Bellowo, BoT. B~, D,D., .nnct from bl8 
WTitlngo. 1~141. 

Beu..- Mary, a wt4ew, tiT. • 
Bemna, Edmund, TilT. 
Ben..Uct., Mr. -,.....,. c( 881'. 
Benedict, Elleba, 148 ; a ~Wn, SQ. 
Benjamin, Jolm, U8, .118, 411 ; ~beaU, am ; 
deram.t~Ga of, 181. 

Bennet, Nathanle~ hilt $rW, 411. 
Denoon, Egbert,_ 15118; a oommllllollef, lllle. 
Bendey, S..Uel, 110. 
Ben taG, MN. -..~..& 
Benton, Eldad, Ta. 
Benton. Nathaniel, Jr~ 110. 
Bickford, William, 48. 
Blcknal, A-, NS. 
Jllnlow, .J.,.I, 101,-. 118 • ieTJ on a oow II( 

De ; an adJutant., 481 ; ;.i.lta GoT. Cllntaa, 
4118, 4111, 4M ; depo.ttton o( 4116; ellloe held 
by 788,171. 

Btpiow, Jona&ban...~,.llt. 
BIP!ow, .JOII&b, ..... 41111, 418 ; trtal II( m. 

' 

Bigelow or B~low, Jotham, 424, ~ li lS; 
petition or. tfo7; letter of, 

Bigelow or Biglow, Wllllam, 111 ; tttloll <( 
607. 

BUUngs, Jameo, 49. 
Billings, John, maltreatment o!, m, 
Blllo, IJeot. -, 411 
Bl.oboo, Abner1 11 Ull, 171, 71ll. 
Bbbce, John, ·•1'8. 
Blohop, Eleaur, Jr~ 6.'10. 
Bl.shop, ylveat.e_~.• llllrgeant, ~8. 
Bixby, amuel, v.>, 41!6, 628, ~ TliS, 110;Ju

Uoe, 481, 76.'1 ; letters ot, ~. 080, 08S; .,... 
mlnatlon or, 636. 

Blake, Edward. 788. 
Blake, Elijnb, 116. 
Blakoalce or Blalr.alee, Jameo, 811, liS· 

trla.l of, 848, ~ 
Blanebanl, Joseph, 108, 108; depoelll<a at 

1211, 181. 
Blanchard, William, 48 ; capUT!ty ot; «. 
Blaequet, Charles, 618. 
Blood, Peter, 116. 
Bodurtba, Thomas, 111. 
Bollan, William, 1'11. 
-Bolton, John, a wire-puller, 7111; a J 

76.'1. 
Boorne, Sbearjasbnb, 661. 
Bowdoin, Gov. Jameo, 70V. 
Bowon. Samue~ 88. 
Bowleo, Catharine, 161. 
Bowles, John, 66.'1, 761. 
Bowne, Robert, 7ln. 
Boyden, MaJ. Joo:lah, 208, 1108, 1!00, Ill ~ 

172 ; wound d, ~U ; letter to, 
Brackett, JOI!hta, a judge, 8\!i, 
Braddock, Gen. Edward, TO.. 
Bradley, M.,..... Cl4l4. 
Brad! y, tepben, notloe or, 09 
Hradloyj S~phen Row, 816, 411, 444, , 

41'7, 4 00., 1106, 66i, 62 i7; a11 aUonley 
Sd, 84il ; proolamA.Uon pr pared by, 3&1-
S&S ; appointed to 'VI It the Y orlr. rs, lr.3; 
letter or, 1109 ; at Gn.llford, M:;., liH ; 
l!ltlon or. 1121'; an acent. 68$: a commlo
olonor. M9; bl"!l""phy o( :503-G01 : Ia 
at his bonae, 680, 681; ~from hlo Y 
mont's Appeal, TOO. 

Bradley, William, notlco D( 598, 084. 
Bradley, Hon. William , !etten o( ; 

notice or, 601 ; adYOC&tol tha French ID<IIIIl
men' bll~1M. 

Bradstreet, Lieut. Dudley, COUlJil&Dda Fort 
Dummer, ST. 

llrad.otreet., BoT. Dudley, 8T, 
Brakkee, Pompey. a negro, a enlt tor, tbe 

tried In Vermont, 831 ; raf•reDce to. 781 
]!rattle, William, U, 104, 108, ll1T, 7 
Brewerton. Georgo. Jr. &. 
Brldgen, Tbomae B~ Tel. 
Bridgman, John, 257, 261, 410; II, 

418"; aj~Htloe, 488,766; made prlaoDer, 4~ 
•16 ; petition ot; 601'. 

~~=~:a::~·~ ry. '1'64, j 
Brllal&. Peter, 878 ; trla.l ot; 87~. 
Brlgli&m, Ollver. 9T. 
Brig~\ Paul, ~ ; notice ot, 
Brink, AJax&Dder, TTl. 
Britt., Capt. ---.,C. 
Broad, liezeldah, t'M, 5011, 1110. 'Tlll; IIJled, .:'a; 

search for, 008, 1109. 
Brown, llr. ---.. 211 ; CoL ~ 401!. 
Browtl, Briant, 6.'11. 
Brown, Jonathan, a JlrlloDer, 
Brown, Joolah, 188, 148. 
Browning, Thomaa, TM. 
Browuoon, Gideon, a commll!tJooer, •· 
Brownoon, Timothy, 6«1. 
Brmh, Crean, He, WI, 8t9. 845, 1M, 1"; 

bla remo,-al to W tml le7. 1 ; 
New York, 1M; hlsroeanreetor&be 
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· f/1~ CQIIDW, 186.188; elected to 
the General AMembl7 ol New York, 188, 
1811, ne, T87 ; eentlmenta to ..... 901, 104; 
IDformetlon II( 188 ; propceiUon o( !188 ; 
dangbter ot MIS ; bl011n0h7 ~ eoll-e88 ; 
eet&le o~ Tt4 i olllcM lWd 'b7, Tel, TeD, T88. 

Brnob, ElllllbetD Jfartha, 80', M; _, ~ 
88i, 888. S. Ntlf'fJWIA, n-a., 

BrtiJh, John, 816. 
BrtiJh, Rlcbard, 816. • 
Brymt, Joeeplo, 14, 1071..1_08. 
Baclwwl, ~ -; ller -map to 

BthaD Allen, -....s1. 
Buck, Dmlel, Gell. 
Bacldngh~JoeepbT~n" 
Baekmlnaler, Capt. Tbomu, IIi. 
Ballen, B.,. • .Jooeph, lllleOdole ot, 'r8i, '1118. 
Balloet, Janel, 414, 418. 
Balloot, 8hallul, -. 1111, m; ADe4, 4110, 

llil. 
Bullock, WUUam, 108. 
Blll'IJ07De. Gen. .Jobn, &eT ; ldn:Doe of b .. 

toreea, 801, 808 ; LllltraeUoDI II( 801 ; cWee& 
o(Ml. 

Bark or Barke, Capt. J-, 408, '1118 ; orclen 
to, 81111 ; ebertlr, Till. 

Bark, Capt. Jobn, 7liO ; eelaare II( 811 ; a 
ranger, toe. 

Bart, JOIIathaD, toe, tciT Tell. 
Bart. or Barke, ()apt. 811M; tiiO,Inll, lilT, 'fill. 
Barke, Simeon, TI!IJ. 
Bullngame, Iarael, tilT, m. 
Barnb&m, AbigaiL 11110. 
Bnmbam, Jobn, Jr., SM. 
Barr, Peler 78S. 
BlllT, Tbadde111, let\en ot, HI, 80. 
Barroagba, Mr. - 88G. 
Barrows, Jarvia F., Tlii: 
B1111owa, Jobn, 1118. 
Bart, Capt. BenJamin, -, Mil, 410, 1'1111; a 

quarter-muter, 6111. 
Bart, David, 11110. 
Bart, Ebenezer, !NS. 
Bart, John, 11. 
Bart, Jonathan, 108. 
Barton, Aaa, 118. 
Barton, Joeob, 118. 
Butler, John, M, lii08. 
Butler, \" alentlne, Td. 
Batkrfleld, Capt. -, !18&. 
Batterfteld, BenJamin, 108, 1!18, 189.. 811 ; lm

prlooned, 188; trial o( HI, 844; depoottlon 
o( 880 ; petl lion of, 11M ; a &element ot, 740, 
747; oftleea held b7, TM, TM. 

Butterfield, BenJamin, Jr1 189.. 
Batton, Charles, 880. 
Batton, Eltaa, death ot, 886. 

Cad7, EliJah, T48. 
Calkins, Simon, 1118. 
Campbell, Dr.- M.: 
Can•pbell. Arebtbeid, T81. 
Capen, Abllah, 6110. 
Carey, Rle6ard, T81. 
Carleton, Gen. Guy, STD. 
Carlisle, David, ns, na. 
Carpenter, Amos, 81. 
Cari>en ter, Asap h. 4H. 1118 ; fined, 4150, lli1 ; 

hl.o llae remltled, lli't. 
Camenter, CoL BenJamin, 1M, IIIII, 81li, 4711, 

Tft, m ; aelzure or, 1100. litO. 
Carpenter, c,rtL 1506, 161; hl.o trial, IIJO; hl.o 

line remltted,llfr. 
Carpenter, Edward, de, 16T; lined, 4150, lli1; 

petition o( ll07; hl.o fine remitted, 1117. 
Qii-pen&er, Ira, 110. 
Qari>enter, M..,., 1108. 
Carl>eo&er, Natbanlel, -.15011, Tal; leecla u 

aftac:k. 610; letter from, 080. 
<larroll, Daniel, Tllt. 
Qlryl, Joba, 1M. 
OuWell, John, T88. 

60 

Ouwell, Nathaniel, '1118. 
Chadbourn, BenJamin, et1. 
Chall'ee, Mr. -, escape o( 88& 
Chdee, Atherton, 81, 1 TA, 1158. 
Chamberlain, Ablel, 1811. 
Chamberlain, Amos, m 
Chamberlain, Ioue, ell. 
Chamberlain, Jaeob Bayley, ll.nt male bomiD 

Newbury, 1J1i. . 
Chamberlain, John, 118, 1811 T48. 
Chamberlain, Jooeph. liST, Tll8; Hlol.ltanoe ot, 

• · trial of. UD ; fined, 611. 
Chamb.;rlaln, Natbanle~.!,D. 
Chamberlain, ~='!\:-Chamberlain, S the l!nt penon born 

Ia Thetford, 1111. 
Chamberlala, Tbomaa, 811, Ull, Tell. 
Champlain. Samuel, 8, T. 
Chandler, Charles, k 
Chandler, Heor:r 41. 
Chandler, John, ioe, 110, 1411, 188,1111,1118,-. 

elW., eM, eD8 j ronnty clerk, ~j DoUce ot, 
tlll8 • olllceo Deld b7, T88, TM, T110. 

Chandler, N atbanlel, arreot or, DOll. 
Chandler, CoL Thomas, lC!, 1411, na, 688, 8111; 

petltlona ot 181, 180, le1; uslgaed ot the 
quorum, 1M; reeelvee a colonele7, 1811; Is 
threatened while holding a court at Wlnd
eor, 1&6, 1811· promlllea to build a eoort
houae and JJI, 118; Jail o( 114, 116i· eonrt
houae ot ITO; !etten ot ltT-111, 88, 877, 
'lJ6 ; Is blamed, 181 1811· moderato• ot a 
petrlotlc meeting, tilT, 1M; •xpostulatlone 
with, ItT, 118; bla atte~ta at pacUieatton, 
1!10; lmprlaoned, -. 8118, eaT; ebooen to 
pEa memorial, trll; ae\ tor the relief 
Ot, 4I1IT; singular burial o( D88, 118'- 4111T; 
eo oner,818; bltJtlr&phJo(f88.....e8T; 
etatement of, 7~T'7; _llatroJ!IIgO ot, '1118; 
omcea held by, T TM, 781), Till. 

Chandler, Tbomaa, r., tot, 116, lTT, GM, SIC, 
W; ell&llllnatlon by, 118; advice ot, 1811 i a 
oommtssloner1• 828; olde judge, IUD; nouoe 
ot, 888, e80; ubel oa, 180-181; omees held 
b7, TM, TM. 

Cluindler, TboiD&I Chester, the ll.nt penon 
born In Obester, 1~ Ok 

Chandler, Will~ ~ru. 
Charles ~ print ol the trial o( &. 
Charles Il pan&e the provtnoe of New Tort 

to hl.o brother James, tJ8, 1411. 
ChaN, DT. -, T•T. 
ChaM, BenJamin, 4H. 
Obaae, Dean, de, T67. 
ChaM, Bon. Dudle7, 181. 
Chaee, Paul 111. 
Chaae, Stephen, de ; trial ot, 4110. 
Chano""7• lsrael, T. 
Cbaaneoy,} oelab, 1!10. 
Chipman, vanlel, eDe, &eT. 
Chlpmn, Lemnel, Mi. 
Chipman, HoD. N atbanl•l, 6&6, esT; ald~ndge, 

648; Jetton ot, 11M, 6M; lctten to, OM; 
commt..toner, 11611, M8; able addreee 681, 
1188 ; obecn-atlons o( TO&. 

Chittenden, Gov. Tbomaa, t8t, 816, 8'111, .as, 
440, 468, 481, 470, cln, 'T8, '14. 'Ttl, '18, 486, 
488, 411, 488, 417, llOOi 1108, 11M, 1!81, 682, M8, 
1188, OOi, T08, 1M; e ec\ed governor 814; 
hl.o orders, 8811; proclamation or, UT, 848; 
drafta men, 8116. 8111, 8T8; Interview between 
a committee of Congr..., and, 8117_.; let
ters of, 881, 1168, 881 471, o&St-488, ll07, 1108, 
888;. petition to, a, 410; recommudatlon 
to, 4811; remarks o( 484, 11811 i reqnested to 
Ilene a proclamation, 1101 ; l&lldr- ot, MT • 
~dent ot oonventlon, Gell; memoir o( 

Chureb, Capt. Benjamin, 8. 
Chureb, Betbuel,~wotlee, o&81, TM. 
Chareb, Eleue!J_ 1100. Tal; arreet ot, 11011. 
Chureb, John, llll8, r, Til. 
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Church, Jonathan, 1M, '1'18; depoettlou ~ 
880, 414; realltaDee or, 41111; trial or, .al. 

Church, Joeeph, 811. 
Church, Malachi, liN; a courier, 1M. 
Church, Nathaniel, ns. 
Ohu~ Oliver, a coorler, tll8, 188; depoeltlon 

ot,»D»,i83.144. 
Church, Reuben, 1118, 111. 
Church, Richard, D10. 
Church, Richard B Tllll. 
Church. Col. T1 moiby, Ge. 4'18, 481, 1111 ; trial 

o( 848,""-.wG. 441, m, T'rl; communication 
o(, 880; hie opinion, 418; Jetton to, 414, 411, 
--~·~1 a mllltla otllcer,481 ;judc
ment ag&tut, ...., .w6, 480, 884 • reeoue or, 
48t, 448; hl.o arrest, 4411, 4t.._.fi; reaolve 
of Con~ toucblnp:, 4T'O ; a prleoner, 418 ; 
aceoonf of hla Imprisonment,~ 4811, 
4118, 4118; petition or. DOT, 00, lid; Jetton 
of,M4, Dtt,MO, 11118_;.landa granted to, 1141-
MT, liM, TDT, 1M, 71111, 180. 

Clap, Ellpbaz, IT. 
Clap, l'reeerved, T. 
Clapp, Thomas, '188. 
Clark and Nightingale, 8111. 
Clark, A.ea, TDB. 
Clark, Ebonez~l..TIL 
Clark, Elijah, 1011. 
Clark, R•v. John, MI. 
Olarlt, J Geei>b, 1lll. 
Clark, JosiAh, MO. 
Clark, Nathan, i88. 
Clark, Samuel, 1D8. 
Clark, Seth, TDT i arrm or, 1108. 
Clark, Thomas, 618, TIL 
Clark, William, 1 188. 
Clark, William, Jr., 1. 
Clarke, RoY. Dr. -d the wile of, 1M. 
Clarke, Lteol-Gov. eorge, 1811. 
Clay, Ephraim, m; trial ot, 848. SM. 
Clay, Hon. He_n.,., reference to, llot. 
Clay, James, ItO, 1411, liDT, liOT, liGII, t14, liST, 

8011, 40h.!M; Jetter ligned by,~ 181; Jet· 
tor or, :RRI, iS8: a commlalioner, -. 481., 884, 
168; report ot, liiN-tH; lmprleoned, tee; 
ag.lnt,-. 8011; oppo __ the !awe of Ver-
mont, 884~· trial ot,lHII,SU.; oftlcea held by, 
168, 184, 1 1M. 

Clay, Jam•s, r., '1'18; trial ot, BCS, SM. 
CleiiiOD, Matthew, 88, e8Q. 
Clinton, Gov. George, 180, IIIII, 418. 4411, ~ 

401, 4M, - 4M, 4e4, 470,-. 488, 481', -. 
011, D84, 801, 808, eM. 68a, Tile ; elected goY
ernor, 80ii; proclamation, ot, 80t1~0 .J_etten 
to, 814, 819, 8111, no, 8ft, 8i8, 11110, "'"'· 8811, 
888, 840, SDO, 8ll8--8M, 880, 861, 8TO, 8T1, 8'18, 
8T4, 881, 414, m, 411, 480, 434, 4Dt, m, 488. 
480, 488, 48t, 4t0, 4tl!, 4118, D14, 11111, Mil, I*!, 
~ ~ Mil, M4, 68i, 688, 8SD, 109 · !etten 
rrom. mu m. ass, 894,888, sse. 88T miwe--
8DII, 877, 87s, m, 880, 881, 414, 411, · m, 4111, 
4t4, 481, 489, 484, 4114, 487, 401~409, 41111, 440, 
~. ~1 4811~411, 4'li-414, 41 41t, 480, 481, 
~. 87 11111; meeaage or. ; petitions 
to, 48ll, -'88, ; a correepondent or, TOO. 

Cl~n, Gen. Jamea, orden by, 888; Jetter ot, 

Oobb, David, 188. 
Cobb, Ebenezer, 188. 
Cobb, Morgan, 788. 
C.>bb, Morp:an, td, 789, Tst. 
Cobb Blm~on 789. 
C.>ckburno, William, ~J 181. 
Cockran, Robert, 1126, DOo 184, 808, GOO. 
Ooe. Bonjamln, 624. 
Coflln, Oapt.\ John, m; hta hospitality, ttl. 
Colby, Jonatnan, 17. 
Colden, Lle11t. Gov. Cadwal~,-. 100, 119,141, 

1M, 1M, 160, 111, 604, 609, flU, TOt, 108, 1ft 
762; momorlal to, 122; proclamatlou o( 
1211, 180, 140; petitions to, 181, Ult, 188, liOT; 
hl.o opinion concerning muting trees, 148, 

144; epeelal m_. or, 284, llr; 11M .. 
patches, 288, i89, 74o6; heln of, -, T«L. 

Cole,_ Daniel, DJO. 
Ooleru, Samaon, SCi, 84. 
Oolefu, Samuel, 'mil. 
Coleman, Mr. -, 18. 
Ooleman, Joeeph, 409, TDT. · 
Oollas, Georp, GOO. 
C<>ll.amelj Hon. Jacob, 1DCI. 
ColUns, John, Tim. Tll8. 
Oomlns, Francie, ~-
Oomlns, Jame&, 1Dtl; Jam1111, Jr .. Ta. 
Connelghau, 24. 
Cooke, Capl 011.-er, 418. 171. 
Coolidge, Go.-. Carlos, TliCi. 
Cooper, Anson, 81. 
Cooper, Joshua, 81. 
Cooper, Mcees, 40. 
Oon,J"r, Robert, 81 ; wounW ., the IDdlall, 

Cooper, Dea. Thomas, 11&. 
Cooper, w~n. 
Oopley, Ellzabe 6911, 1110. 
Oornwallls, Lord barleo, 408. 
Ooaawnp 11. 
Ooaa or c,;;.;., James, hla JOIII'IIIII. vt an upe-

dltlon, 21, it, 28. 
Ooz, S..n,jamln, a captain, 888. 
Orawtbrd, James, ft7. 
Crawford, Hon. Theopbilns, H; DoUceo(llf; 

teatlmony of, ll33; at Gulltord, lit& 
Crlaaon, Thomaa, DO. 
Cromwell, Olh-e!J DQ3, Dt4, • 
Oroolt, Andrew I. 1118. 
Crook, Robert, 1118. 
Crook, William, 4i8. iM. 11S. 
Crosby, lsaae, DOS, TM. mi. 
Croeeman, Benjamin, 788. 
Orouman, John, 788. 
Crowfoot, John, Ui. 
Cruger, Henry, JDT, Tel. 
Orulbhanlt. AleDDder, TIL 
Cudworth, Samuel, Tli8. 
Culver, David, Tot. 

c:::;:l:~than, 1M C Mr. -,SIH. 
Cummings, Francie, trial or, 8111, IH. 
CIUiliDlnga, Jacob, 118. 
Cummllli&, Jamea, ~ H; trial of, 8111, 16&. 
Cummtnga, Jonathan, Tst 148. 
Oammlngs, l!arnnel, 1811, T48. 
Cunningham, Mr.-,~ 
Cunningham, Da vld. 6lll. 
Corrie, Archibald, TiL 
Ourtenins, Peter 1'. H8, 2M, 1M. 
Cnrtla, Ebenezer, 168: 188, 161', 818, 111. 
Ourtta, Ell~captureo~IISS; ad.-entDreealtM 

wile or, 8W, 89&. 
Ourtts, Elijah, DtT, TDII; trial of,!IIO. 
Curtis, Capt. brae!, 118; hla rongb co.dllct, 

148; letter by, 168; thre&teDI the _.c. 
184, 16:1; omoe held by, 11111. 

Ourtls, Samuel, DIO, TDB. 
Ouahlng, M:lu -, 60C. 
Ou.blng, Mr. -, 11J1.. 
Cushing, Daniel, na. 
Ouahln& Job, too. 
Cu.htn~N oah, trial ~ 8111, 86&. 
Outbet Benoni, 41111,4811, T'Ta. 
Cutler, orcas, TH. 
Cutler, Thomas, 111,114,401, tM. 

Daley, David, TM. 
Dalhonlie, Earl o( 1011. 
Dan Bill, hla aervlcee, 1181. 
Dana, Franets. 7011. 
Dana, lsaae, lOT, 114 
Dana, John Winchester, toe, t&T, Ta 
Danforth, Samael, MO. 
Darby, !!amoel, 788. 
Dart, Capt - 1 'l'!.elll a riot, Nt; 1111 -

duct applaudea, ODO, DDt. 
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Dartmouth, Lord, !188, & ; c!IJpatchee to, 748. 
Dashwood, CapL S&mueL h1a ltore robbed, 

815, 818; petition ot; M 
Dater, Jooeph, deposition of;.,_., 
Dnenport, Addington, 784. 
Davenport, Charlee, t08; retort~ tiD. 
Da•ta NathallleL 280. 
Dul&<>o or Davld8oa., J&lllee, 1106 .i depoeltion 

of, IS'lt; gr&Dt of Ianda to, 646, ToT. 
Day, Dr. Elkanah, ~ 267,281, 401,8011, T4T; 

ti1al ot;843, 844; rep.--otatin In the New 
Yorlt A-mbly, 881, 3eL. 868, 7118; an adju
tant,*; oherur, 480, '""• 4K, 4eei; at Gull· 
ford, ~~notice of, 840; a aenator, 7118; a 

D~Ekn;zer, 788. 
Dean, Ephraim, 788,1811, 74&. 
D~an. Ezra, 788. 
llt:an, llochel, 1118. 
l>tao, !:'II.., letter to, TIO. 
Dean, Willard, 146, 1T~; arr~d for cutting 

masllng timber, 14T; Journey o( to New 
York, 14S-1M: hie trllll, 1~1118. 

Dean. CapL William, apr,llee !or permleelon to 
cut timber, 146, U7; • Informed of the &r• 
rest or his ADDS, IM i 18 arreeted and tried, 
1~168; petition o., 181, 189. 

Dean. William, Jr., 1~; arreeted for cutting 
muting timber, 147; reeeiYea rough treat
ment, 14/l; Journey to New Y orl<, 1*--lM; 
trial or, ~168. 

Debellne, Mon.elenr 88. 
De Lancey, Jamee, bh motion, eo&. 
De Lancey, Joba., 761. 
De Lancey, OUTer, 1811, 1811. 
Dennie, Joseph, nt. 
Denntaoa., J oaeph, el!e. 
Denntaoa., Samuel, ll1L 
De Noyellle, John, 181, eo«. 
Dewey, Noab,lllO. 
De Witt, Charlee, 181, iM, .,_8; repreeenta

tlon o!,ll8ll. 
De Witt, Simeon, 'I'B8; a oollliDIIaloner, 11118, 

IKMI. 
Derter, Joaeph, 4M. 
Dlclr.enADn, Obadiah, T81. 
Dlcklneoa., Samnel, $. 
Dleellao, Baron, 7S. 
Dlvel,M..........Jl,7d 
Dodd, John1. 42. 
DoneldiOn, lJalllel, na. 
Doolittle, Ephraim, 100. 
Doubleday, !'athanlel, 180. 
Doug!...., AM, 748. 
Douglass, JO!W(>h, 116, TTa. 
Doug!..., Ss.muel, 118. 
Douw, Volkert P.,MII. 
Downing, John, 748. 
Drake, Joaeph, T88. 
Duane, ,James, 1171, 11711, liSft 488, M4, 849; 

proetor, 1M; defends the Deane, 1M, 1116; 
def•nde Col. 8. W ell6. lilT; Iotter to, 4M; 
lettera of, 4611, 11811, 686; ln•tructlona pre
pared by, lilt, 6211; helra of, 11M, 161; docn
ment prepared by, 60G. 

Dudley, Gov. Joseph, 1811, 78e. 
Dudley, Paul, 788. 
Dudley, OoL W II \lam, 'Ill. 
Duer, William, IITL 
Dummer, Jeremiah, 78e. 
Dumm.!C'"1 LleuL-Gov. Wllllam, 14, 111, te, 108, 

108,lll6. 
Duncan, Capt. -, 444. 
Duntler, Jonathan, 767; -ult by, ll08; ar

reat of,~ 
Dunmore, John, Earl o( p;overnor, M, Till; 

lettera to,lTII, 177-lTV; petltlone to, 116, 178, 
180, 187. 

Dun&comhe. Daniel, !184. 
Durkee, Adam, a prtaoner, 888; death or, 8111. 
Durkte, Andrew, a prtaoner, 888. 
Durkee, Capt. Bartholomew, 411. 

Duyeltlng, Garardue, Jr., 781. 
Dwight, Rev. Dante~ ellaplaln at Fort Dum-

mer,18. • 
Dwight, Gen. Jooeph, 8T,II1. 
Dwight, Joelah, 81!1: 
Dwight, Seth, 811. 
Dwight, Timothy. 111, 16, 11, 1t, er, m. 
D..tgbt, Re•. Dr. Timothy, hw trnele, 811. 
Dyer, Ehenuer, too. 
Dyer, Bllphalet, letter to, TJe 

Earl, Georse. 1110.267, m. 
Earl, Newell, or Earll, N.,..ball, 415,11011, TilT. 
Earl. Samuel, 'I'BII. 
Earll, Nathan, 1811. 
Eastman, Amoa, riUII the pantlet, 44 ; t&Un 

prleoner, 811. 
EUton, Blldad, !lOt, e ; trial or, 843, IlK 
Eaton, GoY. TheophliDA, 1184. 
Eddy, J oeepb, eo, l88. 
EdfehiU,Jobn, captnred by the lndlana, 110. 
Edward v!.,e88. 
Edwarda, J~;tl,jab, 810. 
Edwarde, Stineon, 8118, all ; agreement of, 

•Til. 478 ;_~ ohe~ 788. 
Edwarde, ·nmoth:y, 8110. 
Eliot, Elizabeth, 888. 
Eliot, Joeeph, eumlnatlon of; 11118. 
Eltlnl, Dea. Jonathan, attack on h1a houe, 

4011. 
:&lkiDI. Col. Jonathan, .,_:11 ; a prtaoner, 4011 ; 

bw adnntnrea. 4011. 
:&lkiDA, Moaeo, captured and rel-.1, COil, 4011. 
E!Uott, Joaepb, 817, 'I'BII, 771. 
Elltr. Caleb, ret. 
Ellla, Matthew, 7118. 
Elll.l, Reuben, lit, 81. 
Ellla, Richard, 1!11, 60, 81. 
EIUe, Tbomae, 286. 
Ellewortb, Oliver\. 8110, 8118. 
Elmer, EliJah, 811. 
Ely, Samuel, hie ebaracter, 468.j hla trial and 

punlahment, 4M ; nntorlet:y 01, 4811. 
Emereon, Benjamin, 1tll. 
Emmone, Benjamin, lilT, 8111, m. 
Emmone, Solomon, 114, 148, tea 
Enoa, Boger, 8Til. 
Erwin, Elfaheth, 8211. 
Etherington, Georp, 181. 
Etherington, Thomas, T81. 
x .... na,Aae,llM. 
E•ane, Aehur, 88e, na. 
Enos, Elzl, llM. 
E,·ane, Henry, Ill'(!, 11011, ~ 1121 ; hw boldneee, 

4:114--426; a mlliU..offie<>r.-&:11, 778; orre•t ot; 
* ; hie trlal, 446, 441 : bl.s eeutenoo. ~ 
480, 684; an agent, 482. 4«13 : ot PoU![hkeep
alti, 484 ; at Philadelphia, 485, 118& ; rcl!Oln 
of Congreoe touching, 487, 470 ; returna 
home, 468, <U9, 414: lottera o( 480, 481, 61"' 
lllt ; account o~ 487.; pctiUone or, eor, 1141, 
1!4.11; eoareh for, 608 ; e:u.mlnaUon of, ll8a ; 
lanoa graD ted to, ~T •• ~!1 TM. 

Enne, Henry, Jr., 0(;11 ; bla ..,..., MO. 
Evano, Zera, MO. 
E&erv.e, 11. 

Fllrlller, Daniel, ISO. 
Farnaworth, David, 85, Be. 
FarniWortb, Ebenezer, Iaten taptlvo, 84, 118. 
F~:h'~b!\!!t~.;Gff.h. 1110; remonatralel 
Farnsworth, Oliver, 118. 
Farmwortb, Tbomae, 611. 
Farquhar, James, 7dl. 
Farrar! John, 19. 
Farwe I, Mr. ---, nil. 
Farwell, Benjamin, 789, 148. 
Faeeett, John, 1162. 
F ... ott, Jobn,,Jr., aldejudgo, 840, 84«. 
Fauluqulnt. 11. 
Fay, J unae, 268 ; secretary of state, 848 ; ap-

Digitized by Goog le 



• 
788 Im>EX OF PERSONS • 

J:IDted to 't'llll the Tod:en, 8111; .we 
Fay :r.;. ~P~--' to, 488. 
Fay . .s.u..a, a ~r.r,-. 
F entoD, Jaeob, 18. 
Ferren, !!!mea, 711; ~trW ... d 11M, 4111, 

4.'111. 
Fl•ld. Cbarl• E., 7116. 
Field. Da11d, 110. 
i"ldd. Et..- Tit, 7& 
Fldd, lorael, T~ ; depolldola a( 41"
Fidd, Reut..D, TTl. 
}'l•h. Nathu, 411, Till. 
}'l•ber, Am.., 11"-
Ftaber, Eben-. hll UTtlll&, 148, 1110, 1M. 1& 
Fl&her. Icbaboct. 11&. 
Fl•ber. Joolah, k 
Flot, EsperleDce, 1110. 
Flat, Jo6l.b, a ..ptalD, Mil. 
Flok, Nathu, ellS i onm1Da&1011 betor., 1101, 

6011 ; expedleo& 01, oet.. 
Fisk. RuiUa, t>l1. 
Fl!k·. ,;llnou, mort.IJ;r1f01loded at Ga.llt'onl, 

~18. MO. eN; proeeecllnp oooeeraln& III'T, 
1>3.'1,NMI. 

Fitch. Joba, h1a codlcl wtl6 lbe Iadlau, Ill. 
Fitch. ~atbaa, 484. •· 
Flteh. Pelatlolb, 811 ; letter ot 81e, 8ft ; lett. 

to. 8i3, lB4 ; promloe ot, all ; om- hel4 
h. 718, Tk 

Flteb. Pelatlah, .Jr~ TTl. 
Flteb, Tb~TM. 
Flan, 100. 
Fletcher, ... lleldamiD, ttL 
Fletcher, Robul, T8e 
Fle!CMr, Robert, Jr., 148. 
Fletcber. Gea. Samuel, 1M, !148, l!OT, 11M, 478, 

1101, lit8, ~T. TTl ; oolliUltatlon of. 8118 ; hiA 
foree, 888, 888 ; orden ot a, 004o ; hie brt· 
...S•. oM4, ~1. 5111 ; reqoeeted to repair to 
'Wtodbam ooooty, ~. Mil: eberl¢ 1!68; 
blOIII'&Pblcaleketcb o( 840---MS. 

FletcLer, t:IQulre H., 649. 
Flo1forll, Hfra. MS. 
Flozd. Col wIll lam, 5"...4 ; Jetton to, 411, 418, 

4.e. 480, ua. 
n,.,t, Jobn, murdor a< 14, 740. 
Fonda, Jellle .-\., 761. 
J'ooda, Jnbn D~ letter ot 486. 
Foot, George, a jailer, 446. 
J'ord, Hiram, TM. 
Ford, Jaeob, MI. 
Pooler, ReY. A., eer. 
Foetor, J oelab. 88. 
J'oeler, Submit, 7~ 
ll'o,..ler, Abner, aju•tlrr, T&e. 
J'oz, Bight Jlon. Henry. Lord Holland, 141. 
Foz, Right Hoa. Stephen, Earl of I:lcbeoter, 

140. 
Fo:reroft, John petltloo or. MS. 
Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, ble kindness, 404 ; a 

atateoman, 1161'. 
Fraolr.lla, W miter. 100, 61~ 
Freak, Tb•JJn""' iM. 
Freeman, Pblneas, declaration ot; 4111; depo-

altlon or, 681. 
Freneb, JobD, 198. 
French, Jonathan. 43. 
French, Nathaniel. llil6, !113, ~ ft'>. 
French, William, 706: gra"re 01, !114 ; . epllapb 

on. 215; Inquest on the body ot 2ili, 230, 
eTll ; blograpllleal ootlee of, m---m ; hill 
bnrtal. 230, 281 ; the proto--martyr, 240, 241 ; 
etrorta to ..rat.. a monument to bla memor:r, 
Til"- mi. 

Frlnt, 'lbomu, eon-rcf!Oitlon of, 478. 
Frtobee, Philip, 7~7. TM, TtiO; Philip, Jr., 180. 
Frisbee, Samuel. 780. 
Frost, Joha, 48. 
Fuller, Ebeneaer, !:IT. 
Fuller, John. a ea.P.taln, 11111. 
Fuller, J onatbAo, '~3. 

Fuller, J-pb, teo. 

Gallleld, Retdamlo. death o( 111 ; aapU-rtt:r 14 
biA fAmily, '111, 11. 

e.., Gea. Tbomaa, 114, -. -l ~ 141; 
tiOIDIIIllllolt from, 110; - to. Ill, 
Itt ; leu.er to, no. 

Galbree&ll, .Jobo, 7&1. 
Gale &miMI, 108, Bll, - 118, na. m ; Ida 

loyally. :nt ; lmprtaooed, B ; 111011ey pal4 
to, illS; OOUDly alert:, 00.; bl~hlcal 
llr.etcb ot, MB-«10 ; memorial o( -. a ; 
alatement oC, 141 ; relmboned, T4t; ollloea 
held bib!:! Till. 

Qallup. J Jr~ 11110. 
Galoaba, Go ... .JODM, 101. 
GuDIJDg. lleDjamlD, 1111. 
G.--roort, J;eooard. -G&reo;r, J-pb, Tel. 
Oardoer, Re"r. ADdle,.., ~ ; ebaplaiD at FO!l 

Dummer, 40 ; preaebea a aermon 011 a apa
alal occ.toa, 41; cb~D, 110 • p.
at lbe fort on tbe Great x-so,.., nL 

Oardoer, Andre,.., Jr~ 74 
Gar:r, Btepbeo, 188. 
Gatea, Mr. -. 1181. 
Gatea, Daniel. 108 ; a lleuteuaot, 1111 
Qatoe, Geo. Jlontlo, -. 1116, m. 
Galee, 8bepo.rd, TlJ, TTl. 
Gatea, Stepbea, 61L 
Gault, John, 7118. 
Gault, w IUlam. 71!1. 
Gay, .&e ... BDDir.er, aettled at Bluclale, 101, 

1011 ; epllapb by, TOS, TOT. 
Gear, 8bnbeel, 118.. 
Geer, William, tilL 
George II aeta oC, 1M. 
George ul, - ot m. ttl, tes, tN, • 

1M ; leDWIMDia towvda, 1 .. !101, 101, toll, 
!116, i!lt,-. 418. 

Getcbel, Da-rld, 141. lei, 181, lfl", 118. 
Getebel. Jacob, 1& 
Glbbe, Gllee, a prtlour, 1811; death ol, 880. 
Gibbs, Joba, 9117. 
Gilbert, Ca(oL -, 1181. 
Gllb<>rt, Ezra, orden to, 8111. 
Gilbert, Nathaniel, a prboner,IBT. 
Gilbert, Tbomaa, 111, T8t, TTl. 
Glle,Amoo.,m. 
Gilt~, Mosee, lOS. 
Gil.., William, Til. 
Gtlletl, Ebenner, 111. 
Gillett, Roger, ll.nt ehlld born at Hartford, 

111. 
Gilliland. Wllllam, a judge, 184; ol!leea bald 

by, 7611. Till. 
GllooD, CapL Mlebaol, M, Ill, 80S, 408, Tllt.111; 

trial o( 818, M4 ; a juatlee, 481, Tel, TillS. 
GilooD, Bne&~~nab. 74i. 
Glloon, Zaebarlab !180. 
Golf•, Col. John, ~. 
Gold, Nalb&D, 18&. 
Oongegua, T. 
Goodall, Thomu, 18. 
Goodell, RBT. --, notice ot. 111, IIOG, 'l'a 
Goodenough, Arlemu, 1110, 'tilT. 
Goodenough, Da11d. 4\G, 4!MI,IIOII, 1111; bl8 at

tachment to New Yort,lill8; D&ml" -pe 
o(Me. 

GGodenongb, Ebeoeaer~ll. 
Goodenough, ltbamar, 010, '1118. 
Goodenough, Le\'1, Jr., threatened, 8M. 
Goodhue, J....,pb, lift; moderator, 1M. 
Goodrich, John, 711. 
GOO<Iricb, Hoa. 8. G~ e:rtracl from hll 11'11~ 

G:!f.i: :!!i.. 1118. 
Goold, William, 1118. 
Gordoa, Oea. -, wouded, a 
Gort~, JohD, 1111. 
GortoD, Renjamla, b; e~ ...tlb hom! 

clde, 1110; !mprt.ooed, R 
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Gorton, .Jonathan, 118. 
Goold, John, 81. 
Gould, Nathan, 18. 
Goold, William, 51, 44& 
Gooldlng, John, 1«MM. 
Graham, Dr. John Andrew-~. e:rtncta f'Jom hla 

Dei!Criptlve Sketeh of vermont, eot, eeo, 
81tl. 818, 788, ilK, Till, 761. 

Grandey, Georte W., TliCI. 
Granger, Z&doet, 1118; agreement of, Cli, •ra. 
Grant, Lieut. --, 1111. 
Grant. MaJ.-, 517. 
Qravea, A.Mbel 41. 
Gravea, Bamue~ Jr., WOlUlded b7 the IncliaDI, 

48, 47. 
Grav. Capt. Samuel, 81511. 
Greely, Samuel, 78t, 748. 
G....-n, •:bone..,r, 160. 
Greenleaf. Jeremiah, ttL 
Orr•nloar, Stephen, tll8, ~ T4T, Tk T&lt. 
Q..,.,nlear, Bl<'l>hen. Jr., 849. 
Grhll•y. r;amncl. 188. 
Grltlln, John, 191; a oourler, IM; depoeiUoo 

o!.illi,loM. 
Grtmtha, John, Tell. 
Grimes, John, 118. 
Grlawold, John, TM. 
Grlawol~ Joeeph, Tst. 
Grout, J<lljah, 108, 181; atatemeot ~ IIISl; 

notl"" oC, 86T. 
Grout, Rezeklab, !106. 
Groot, Hllkla!!.._ 1106, 401, 884; eapth1ty of hla 

llunlly, Ttl, 11; report oC, tN-1118; recom
mended aa ahert«, 811; arrest and trial ~ 
8llt--381; a Justice IIDd oomm!Mion4!,r1 ~; 
~oe oC, ell ; olllceo held by, 788, T..., 786, 

Groot, John, tn, 188, 18e; an attorney, 148; 
hla opinion on a law question, 148, 1110; 
coanoel• the Deano, 161, JD!I, 1118, JM; ha
tred towardo, JGi, 1118; looomplalned o(, 186; 
Ia arrested by a mob, 1&8--1118; biography 
o(,~ 

Groot, Jonathan, 1111, 1"; notlee ~ 867, 868. 
Gonn, Samuel, 44. 
Gorley. hrael, 167. 
Guthrie, Ephraim, Teo. 
Guthrie, Jome., 151. 
Gatbrle, William, 1118, Teo; William, Jr., '1118, 

Teo. 

Balle, A moo, H. 
H&ldlmand, Gen. Frederick, 401; eorreapon

denee o( 881; parole from, GliB; letter to, 
m. 

Hale, RenJamln, 15110. 
n&Je, Dnvld,_lltiO. 
Halo, lion. Harr,r, 148. 868. 
Hale, t<amucl. a Jnatlce, 7tlll. 
H.l.,t~nao, 11150. 
Hall. )lonlel, 184. 
Hall. f:llbu, 120. 
Hall. Enoch, lto. 
Hall. <leoTJr•, 118, 118. 
n.n •. Joremlab, 11& 
Hall. L .. t, 4M; biography of, Gll8--e6&. 
Hamilton, Mr. -, a gal<le,ll88. 
Hamilton. Alnaod•r, ~; argument of, liM, 

tiM; letter& to, 0(111, liM; letter& from, liM, 
MT. 

Hammond. Jonathan, 1111. 
Haorock, Go1'. John. petition to, liM; Jetter 

to, 118!; proelamatlon o( MS. 
Baneock, J,_p_b, A ooarier,IH, IIMI; depoet-

th>D or. 2811, Z8B, 144. 
Hanson, John, 681!. 
Hardlelay •• Tobn, TT. 
Hardwav TT. 
Harlow,'Eieuer,lllt. 
Harney, John, GO, 788. 
Barney, Jonathan, eo. 
Harper or Harpur, Robert, 80; peUUoa of, 

lllli aaolllned of the qaornm, 18&; olllco 
heln hy.f&lt. 

Harrta, Edward, 1118. toe, 8&a, 'I'll. 
Harrl&, N atbaol~t11. . 
Harrlaon, Rleba l!lill. 
Hart, Richard, a lp owner, 81&, 811. 
Harvey, Dr. Solomon, 110!!1~ GliB, Tl!O; town 

el•rk ot Dummeraton, xuO; bia aceoont of a 
dlatarb&noe at Dammeraton, tot-toe; hie 
patriotism, & 

11»1<611, Prln~optare of, 181, 888. 
Hateb, .l"ohn, Ttlll. 
Hatch, J"""ph, 
Hathorn, Jonn, ~8. 
naven, Ebenezer, liCiT, Gt& 
Hnens, Daalcl, escape o( 11M, 1181; borolnl 

oftbe bouse o( 888. 
Ha,..no, Robert, 118i_hls -pe, IN. 
Havllaad. Col. -, n. 
Hawke, doL Z&dok, TT, t1. 
Hawley, Elleba, 118, 188, 188, m, 'I'll. 
Hawley, Rev. Gideon, notlee o( 81i, 11111. 
Hawley, Joetpb, 88, 881. 
Haynes, Abel, K 
Hayneo, Rtov. A8a, 111. 
Hay•.-.rd, Daniel, 108, 
Haya, Rutherford. m, 7'18; petition o~ GOT. 
u.ieltlna, Jacob. !IOe. 
Hazeltine, CoL Joh!!1_101. 104, toll, iH, 28e, 

M4, i4ll, 148, Ml, eu ; ehatnDan or patriotic 
meetings, 1118, 900, ll08l_ ~oeen a delepte, 
i-C6. UT, 181 ; letter to, -, 866. 

Hazeltlnl\ Mazy, pllllllhment o( 1581. 
Hazen, John, 1~ 
Huen, Gen. Moeea, ~t. 
Hazelton, Betae7, llrat penon bom In New-

bury,HII. 
Ha&leton, Jolm, till, lte. 
Heath, Mr. -. 11. 
Heath, Gen. Wllltam, 281,801. 
Hendee, MI-. --, ooutage_ or hie wife, her u-

plolta and bnmanlty1 888, 888-4!11(1. 
Henderson, Henrr1~1i. 
Hendenon. Jobn, lRi. 
Hendrlck.Maqna, 18, 11. 
Henrr, Benjamin, 401, 1ft. 
Henrr, John, 8T ; wonnded b7 l!le Incllana, 

60. 
Henry, Go1'. Patrick, est. 
Henedale, John, 7Gl. 
Heywood, John, 4 
Hide, Joohoa, INI. 
Hildreth, J osepb, 16'1. 
BUI, ,John, at the lllege ot Boeton, 818, 518; 

prooeedlngs eoncemln& 811. 
Bm, Rtcbord, lmprlaoned, IIMI; at the liege of 

Booton, G18. 
Bill, Wllllam, a eonatable, 118; a doctor, S, 

747. 
Hlllo, James or Jeamea, T8t, 748. 
Hlnkln. Mr.- 111. 
Blnedell, Rev. Ebeneur, chaplain at l"cnt 
Dnrnm~r. 28 : ballda a fort, IT ; lUlder
oomm!Mary, 88 ; letter& of; TT, T8; bla cha
racter, Jot. 

HID8<>n, CaJlt. ---, est. 
Hltcbcoek, Samoel, set. 
Hlx, Henry, hie pnnlahment, 888. 
Bo'-rt. John Sloss, TM. 
Hobbe. Copt. Hnmph"'"'--~1-~; hll cele-

brated conlltct with the J..DCliAmo 6--48. 
Hodgeo, Henrr, 188. 
HodFeo, William, 2d. 788. 
Hotfrnan, Anthony, HI. 
Holalngton, Eben-r, 188, liCiT, !1118. 
Holaln~on. Ebeneur, Jr. 1$8. 
Hololngton, Col. J oab, 100, MS. 1811, 'IJ8, TTO, 

m ; malor of the rang<>ra, 28(1, 1140, m : hla 
oommllllllon, tee; hie oonduet, 281 i88, 210, 
m. 219 : report respeetln~o !114., i1ll ; Wlll!'l 
paid to, 1St : death o( 286. 

Holt, Lieut. -, 41. 
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Holbrook, Job, Jr., 1188. 
uolbrooSmotby, 08i. 
Holden, Till. 
llulland, Lord, 41. 
llolland, 8uah, m. 
llolt .. John, !101~ Tll8; utnct from Ida .-u., 

741>, 741. 
Roll, WUllam, llL 
llolt.on, Mft. ---, troop1 ptber a& ber lloue, 

611. 618. 
Holton, Mft. Jletlllab DOdGe 0~ eeD. 
II olton, Ebeo-r, tii, 141. 
Homer, MU7, ood.., o~ 1811. 
Hooker, John, ..,eodote ~ 1M. 
llopkloa, B.oow.U, 868. 
Hopkloa, W uu.m, 6110. 
Hopkllllon, DaY!d, lliO. 
H OpiOD, John, DilL 
Hoi'IIIWiden, Hoo. Daniel. lea, 181. 
Horton, Lle11L -, 888 ; bla oond11at, Ilk 
HOlford tualiy, 114. 
Hoek~ WWfam, T88. 
11-r. Aaron, M. 
Roemer, JohD, lt8. 
Ho~~gb, Belllunln, petldoD ~ 801'. 
Houghton, Aaron, H. 
Ho~~ghton, Daniel mortally wolliiW Ill tbe 

Weotmlnater y_,., t81. 
Rougbt.on, Edward, 1110 
Houghton, John, lH; petition o~ 1101. 
Houghton, .Jonatha.D, K 
Hou..,, Coomb&, 118. 
Ho...._ Col John, oommancla a foree, 1181 ; 

piiNil• the IDdlaoa, 8110 ; bla oondws& blam· 
ed and .Wended, •t. 881. 

Roue, .Natbaalel. 191. 
Row, Arte~ 708,171. 
How. Caleb, 10, 88, 748 .i.. wOIIIIIIed, 111 ; Ida 

deatb ..,d ei~Jh, 18, H. 
How, Daate~ , •· 70. 
Uow, Darld. TD8. • 
How. Hoa. :&bea ... r Jr ll8. 
llow or Howe, Mn. Jemima, ~ X... 

Tute, her adTenttarea, 111; ber epltepb, Tl, 
Ti ; uoUee of, TO&. 

How . .N ebemlab, 116, 88. 
Howard, CoL -, a llftllllee ot Hllllllale (now 

Vernon) ..,d Guilford, lTl, 1ft. 
Howard, Abne!L!IO. 
Howe, l..laY!d, IMI. 
Howe, Mooea, 81T. 
Howe, Reuben, 1ll0. 
Howe, Simeon, lliO. 
Howe, Sir Wtulam, hla oonduet at &be a!ep 

or Booton, 816-ett ; lnatrnoUona ~ 814, 816; 
memorial to, till. 

Hnbbud, Abel, K 
Hubbud, u ... nab, m. 
Hnbbud, Jonathan, 7., 1'48. 
Hubbard, Joaepb, lliO, 748. 
Hulbnrl, John, 7~. 
Hnnl, IJeuL - , 4i. 
Uno&. Arad, SliT 1. a oonrler, lit& 
llnnL J>lloba, 11 • 
H 110&. Henry, letter ~ 415. 
Bunt, John,,-., 741. 
llont. Jooatbaa, 7, 11.!z 401, 410, Gel, 11811, TOll, 

161 ; a m-~~ger, IH6, 876; letter entruate4 
to, 811; hlsb aberltuas, ~j reetated, a ; 
letter to, 4110 ; petition o~ 001. 

Hoot, Samuel, 101, 110,114. 
Hunt, !Simon, 741. 
H untlngt.on, Samuel, 8118. 
Horlbart, Joolab,D60. 
U atebloo, Benjamin, 115. 
lfutehlno, Cbarlee, TGl. 
llnteblnooo ramur. 118. 
Batchhuoon, Abl)ab, 118'-
B nteblnaon, Eltaba, 188 ; Rev., anecdote o~ ... 
Hoteblnaon, .John, 118': blo bonae burned, 8111. 
lloteblnaoo, Tbomu, 79, 80. 

Hyde, William, -. 

Ide, I.mbod, 1011, 11!1. 
Ide, Iebabod, Jr~ ... 
Ide, I-1.768. 

L1:..:r· • · 11!1. • Earl~ 140. 

Jaebon, Jame~, at the lllece ot &.-, 816, 
818,-

Jaekoo>n, William, bl& oondoet at the lliece ot 
Boeton. 818-f18 ; lmprleoned, 811 ; e:um
lned,lli1,811. 

.Jaeob, S~phen, toe; prompt oondoet ~ Nl; 
wou.oded, G60; a comml.Mtoner GDI. 

.Janneey, Jamea, an add,_ br, ibi, eo8. 

.Jay, John, m, • . 8811 ; letters to, ~ aaa. 
848, 11M, 8118, 8811, 888 ; letters from, ....., IIIII, 
IM.IIfli. 

Jay, Joseph, trW ot 848, 84'-
Jell'ereon, Tbomu, tot; pollay o~ 1188, • 
Jenne, Jobn, 6110. 
Jethro, Peter, 7. 
J ewel, Jamee or JeamN, '181, 1& 
.Jewett or Jew•!, CapL Daniel, 18, 180, 884, 
m; oundaet o!, •~. 

Jobnaoo, Aaron, ~ 
John.on, Caleb, 115. 
.Jobnaon, Cspth·~. her birth, 84, IIIII; ato-

oommemoratl ve or the birth o( 116, li8. 
Johnaon, Da•·ld, 1186. 
Jobneoo, Edward, tOll; an author,
Johnoon, lMiah, 1011. 
Jobnoon, Jameo, and wife, adventorea ~ 84-

M,S:!. 
Jobnaon, J-, 126. 
Johnaon, ''""~ 48; compelled to ran the 

pantlet, 4'
Johnaon, John, ... 
Jobnoon, Mooea, 116, 18, 1186.; ""ndaet o~ • 
Jobnoon, Col Thomaa,ltli,liSI; nodee <>(406; 

taken prleoner, 4011 ; bl& adventorea In eap
tlvlty, 408--408; biograpb:r of, ~

Jobooon, Wllliaw, .. : Sir, 18. 
Johnoton, Dllllngton, 1ft. 
Jobnoton, John, TGI. 
Jonea, Beojamlo, Jr., 868. 
Jone~, Daniel, petition o( tat; justlee ot 

peace, 148; deputy a11"eyor, 1411; bl& COD
duet, 160, llil~H. 

Jonea, Joseph, 11111. 
Jonee, Dr. Re11ben, tile ; biB pa_trlottam, 111, 

HI, m GCIII; bl& narratl.-e, MD, 148; notice 
of, 7118.111'-

Joneo, Hon. Thomas, 1'00. 
Joy, J>ayld, a Ju•tl~ 1116. 
Judd, Enoch, 148, 1811, 188. 

Katbaa, Cbarle~,te, 888; a lleotoant-eolonel, 

"" ~~n, Daniel, Ui, 1'11, 'ITS; a JDAtioe, 411, 

Kathan, John, 81, 87, 84t ; his oharaeter, 108, 
1011; rerooeo to eene in the Vermont m!U· 
tla, 8li8 j petition of, D6i. 

Kathan, John, Jr., 81, 842. 
KeiJ(bley, Edward, atetementa or, 818; lm· 

priooned, GUI. 
Kellogg, Daniel. 1115. 
Kellogg. CapL J..,..pb, 18, Ill; ""mmander ot 

Fort Dommer, !1 ; hla l'rlendoblp with the 
lndiiUIO, 18, U: an Interpreter, 18: biogra
phy of, ~: a oomml.oeloaer, Tll8. 

Kellogg, Capt. Martin, Jr., lll, •; ooUee o( 
871,818. 

Kelly, John, GOt.. fie, 881, 888. 
Kelsey, Jameo, 6110. 
Kemble, Peter. 781. 
Kemble, Sam11eL ItO. 
Ken.WI, Amos, 1160. 
Ken<lall, E<1 ward A ugnatoa, extn.cta ~ Ilk 

Travels,li8S--IIII. 
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Kendall, hue, GGI, 1110, flit. 
Kent, Jaeob, notloe of, 1t6. lH; a eommJe. 

olooer, 1811, TIS; oftlcee held by, Tet. 
Kent, John, ee.ptnre ot, 888. 
Kewanebeum, IT. 
)teyea, Jooaa, Jr., 04. 
KJdder, OUver, a ooroner, 781; an eulgn, m; 

a UeuteD&Dt, 11'8. 
X.Ubarn, John, 117; aocout of the fiPi at hill 

fort, 14., '188-1U ;_bla epitaph, 74 
Killam. Pblnebu, -· Kimball, Amoe, 1iO. 
Kimball, CoL Georg~ 81. 
Kimball, Phtnebaa, Tn 
King, John, 7,1180. 
King, Joeeph, le& 
King, Rufus, a eomm.lllloner, 11118. 
King, T1t111, 18, 7 4., 
Klrbf., Reube~ 768, T80. 

~p;;'i::~~ 768. 
Kneeland, Mr. --, 8110. 
X;o_Jaod, Joeeph, a prlaoner, 8811; murder ot, 

Knll!bt, CoL EIUah, lil:l·hotatloned at Guilford, 
1121,1!618; oonauct of Ia moo, 11211; ln...
of bla force, 681 ; be retreata, li8i. 

Knlcbt, Joel, wounded, MS. 
KDII!ht, Jonathan, i08, 77»; wounded at the 

W" eatmlnster Maseaerc, liB I. 
K.Dight, Samuel, toe, 811, UO, 88t; charRed 

with homlold!!... !l80_i petitions of, GOT, lf&ll; 
blognpby ot, lll'll-olli; ufllcee held by, 768, 
T81. 

Knight, Simeon, 101. 
Knowlee, Blr Obarlea, 88. 
Knowlton, Calvin, notloe of, 818. 
Knowlton, Lake, 100, 111, llli7, 1111, .Ul. UO, 

Tat; an agent, 881 • remonstrate& with Coo· 
~ 882· lll~thtol486,1l08; lt!iznre of, I)(K, 
IiilO; a etde-judge,"'MS; noboe of, 810, 676j 
Inimical oonduet of, 7llt-1ll8; oftloe belu 
by, Tlr>. 

Knowlton, Bon. Palll H., 814. 

Labaree. Peter, taken eaptlve, 84, 88. 
Lat&:rctte, GUbert Motter de, 867. 
.t.mb.. Dand, Tile, 718; hta arreat, "'; trial 

and line ot, 41111, 4118; depo•ltlon ot, 4118. 
.t.lnb, John, I>M. 
.t.mont, Cat>L -, 660. 
Laodei'B, Eben, T80. 
Laodei'B, Jo..,pb, T80. 
Langdon, Mark, ebarged with homleldo, !180. 
Lansing, John, Jr., a oommlloloner, 0118, IIIIi, 

1164., 
Latherbee, Timothy, TA 
Laughton, Jaeob, notlee of, 101. 
Laughton, John, 1180. 
Lanre111, Henry, letter to, 8IK. 
Law, Andrew, ~118. 
Law, Mtehael. 116, li80. 
Lawrenee, John, Til, Tee, TTO. 
Lawrenee, Jonathan, Jr., Go. 
Lea'fl.oa, Jededlah, de. 
Lee, Charlea, 1'1; Gen., letter of, Ms. 
Lee, Tbomae, holda a ooart mart1al, 8111. 
Leeds, Capt. -, G. 
Le Mott, ---::-1~te to lead a party aplnA 

Royalton-
Leonard, Eitpbalet, 788. 
Leonard, Caj>t._ Jamee, 788; JamM, ld, 188; 

JamM,8d, 188. 
Leonard. WUllam 788. 
Le...U..., Peter, til. 
Le .. -u, Oroo, a Frenchman, 'Ia. 
Lewle, Robert, Tat. 
L'Hommedlea, E...., US, •: !etten from, 

tM, Ms. ~. ~1. 881; re_port of. Mll, WI. 
Llnooln, Gen. Be amlo, 600, 867, 'rOll. 
Llnooln, ,Josiah, T 
Llooola, Thomas, Bd, T88. 

Lboomb, Francie, 788. 
Little, Joeej>b, 118. 
Llvtnpton, Peter Van B!UJh. t45, i4a, S1i1L 
LIY!ngetoo, Robert R., we, tlill; a oommls-

aloner, G58, IIIIi. 
Ll v!Dpto~•IL GoT. WUUam, l1li. 
Llo:rd, B ei~A 
Loe&llo, ena 116. 
Lord,Dr.-, • 
Lord, Joseph, 1M; &1181p•d of the quorum, 

lN· eumloatlon by 118; letter of, 1111; 
notlee of hla life, 67l, 676; oftloee held by, 
768, T64., Tlr>. 

Lord, Nathan tel, 11'8. 
Lord, Sarah, 688. 
Lo~Abrabam, li6li, Ti', T81. 
Lo Johannes E., Ilk 
Lon on, Lord, 84., 
Lovetty, AbiJah, toll, m 
Love oyJ. Peter~,~ariona weddlq ot, 1186. 
Love .r:Ujah, 11111.. 
Lonll, Enos, 1184. 
LoTell, Mlehael, 101. 
Lovell, Oliver 401, UO. T611, m. 
Lovell, Timothy, 8ll8; hla woodfarm, err. 
Lovewell, Capt. John, vleto'(; of, 688. 
Lo.u;_well, Capt. Nehemiah, IICi; bla ~nlcee, 

Low, leaae, leiter from, 104. li'l' ; bla letter 
read at W eetmlneter, 1118; IICtlon on the 
letter of. liKI, liOO. 

Lowell. John, attoruey, ell 
Ludlow, Cary, surrogate, ti&. 
Ludlow, Thomae, 147, 
Lakena, Mr. - ~ 
Lull, Capt. --, aght at hill boue, GG,IiliO. 
Lull, Moeee, IW8. 
Lull. Timothy, 114, m; names Lllll'e brook, 

11&. 
L':~Sf!=l·t{O: •: the ll.m penon born 
Laaher, Joseph: 8811. 
Lyman, Elias, 8110. 
Lyman, EliJah, 741. 
Lyman, Geoflt&, Tllll. 
Lyman, ReT. Genhom 0 888. 
Lyman, Gideon, ltT, 118,118,1180. 
Lyman, Joel. Tat • 
Lymeo, Pblnehae, IKI. 
Lynd or Lynde, Danlel,4llli, ftS; lined, 4111. 
Lynd or Lynde, Joahaa, '16. TilT; IIDed, 4111. 
Lynd. Lemuel, 76T. 
Lyndbunt, Lord, 1180. 
Lynde, Daniel, 111. 
Lyon, Zebulon, TTl, TIJ. 

KaeNaahteJ!, Alexander, TO. 
.Maeomber t!tephen, T88. 
Madlaoo, JamM, 801; election of, M; opt· 

nlon of. TIIB. 
Malcom, WUIIam, Ilk 
Ya.nl;r, Com. John, bla explolla, 818, en, 128. 
Ya.nn, Charlea, 1011. 
Mann, Daniel, 41. 
lllann or Man, hue, petition ot, 181· ...tgoed 

of the quorum, lN; oftlcee belA by, 7611, 
Tlr>. 

Mao afield, Martha, punlahmeot of, 689. 
.Manb, Mr.~ 818. 
Maroh, A bel, llUI. 
lllaroh, EUae,llret penon born In Sharon, 116. 
Manb, Joel, a Jaetlc:e, Tee; a eaptaln, Tn 
)(areh, John, 148; John, Jr., liA 
Manh, Jonathan, llt. 
Jlbnh, CoL J-Dh. - 1M, i'l'4, 287, WI, 1101, 

6111, 708. TTO, 't11 ; a delepte, 11Ci4., lllill, 1118, 
ll68, 781; eleeted deputy SOTernor, 81' ; 
onlen to, 8811. 

llanh. William, ll68, 1111. 
.ManhaiiJ. Samuel, 680. 
Martin, £beneaer, 180. 
Martin. Grace, 1180. 
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Marttll, M..W.ew, 418. 
llantD, Eben-r, 708. 
)1-, Pe&er, a p~r, a. 
)1-....h,ll. 
libMegallD,II. 
Mather, Dr. Cotton, lT, 18. 
Kattlleft, Joel, 80!1, m. 
Mattoon, Nathaniel, 78e T• 
W...~~~en. Col. Jobu, pedlion ~ .... 
Mar, Jobn, 1117. 
MCOirra, J......, m. 
lleCI11re, llam~ a..,WU, 110. 
MoCo11n, Jobn, -. 
McDoapll, AleDDde':z Tat. 
McDoupll, Wllllam. ~81. 
MoFariADd. J-, Ho. 
MoKean, Tbomaa. motiOD o( 4811, 4'10. 
M~-11, Jolm, fi; leUI!N to, M4t, M8, e&'f, 

MoKJ11lay, AleDDder, ft. 
McKJnlley, DuM!, WOilllded by die ID4JAM, 

"41. 
McLellan, lin.-, H, 
McP~John,TeL 
McWain, Wllllam, uers-&, 1184; oompWat 

ot, 1188, MO. 
Mep~~lcbolla, T. 
Melendy, llamDel, de, 1110, Tilt; bed, 4111; 

examination o~ 118&. 
'lleiTID, O.pt. El-r:, I!Omm&Dd8 aeoo11&, .0; 

Ia at1acked by the 1ndlalla, 41 ; bla oo~~np, 
and fAte ot bla m~nL G. 48, 48, Ill. 

Merc~obn, a eapwm, 408. 
Me I.ae, 188. 
Merrill, athanlel, albe~ Tet. 
~nger r.mtly, 118. 
Metealr, Cathar!De, 781. Tel. 
Metealte, l!lmon1 1144 ; balm o~ 11815, m. 
Mtller, Iouo, Die. 
Jflller, Robert, 1111. 
Mtller, llamDef, 1!111. 
Mtller, William, 4Jt. 
llflla, A braham. 806. 
lll1lla, l!lmeon, tes. 
lilillott, Sam11el, W, ITll, 1'lle ; addreM llped 

by 885, 885, 874 • leUI!N to, 881, 887, 8110, IIIIi 8116, 8117, IITT, 8rii : repor:_t_jlrepared by, 
8.o ; let&eN trom, 8eO, 861, 86111, 810, 8T1 i t. 
~or, IIlii. 

Mlllott, Samuel, Jr., m. 
Mtuott, De&. l!amael,llll, H, 104. 
Mttebel, Ebene..,r, .a. 
Moftat, Jobn, 807. 
Monroe, James, referenoe to, !lOt. 
MontllUII, Fraocee, 1104. 

Bee~,.,.__, 
Montuan, Karpnt, 1104. 
Moor, l.lent. - , 444. 
Moor, Job~1 1M : Jobn, Jr., T48. 
Moore, Ab11ab, m. 
Moore, lklllamln, 89. 
Moore. Capl Fairbank, 89; bla death and that 

ot bla aon, and eaptnre ot hla AmUy, 86, 8T ; 
an earlyeettler or Brattleborongb, 1tK. 

Moore, Fairbank, Jr., 89, H. 
Moore, Frank, noUoe of, 1M. 
Moore, GoT. Hen17, lOT, 11', 118, 1!18, lt4, 184, 

178 : letter trom, 1811; hla ell'orta to ad1'1111C1l 
c!Tizllatlon, 1811, 140 ; graota by, 141 i ap;ruona to, 141, tn; eommlalllon nom, 

Moore, Jonas, H ; bla h0111e robbed, 1ft. 
Moore, Newell, H. 
Moore, Rodertot, Teo. 
Moore, William, conduot~ • 
Moredock, Benjamin, 148. 
Moredock, OUTer, US. 
Morpn, Mr.-, a Br!Uib IIOC!re-,} m. 
Morrie, Gonnrnenr, 887, ItO, Itt; ette:r to, 

814 
Morrta, Len :a..~_eolll1lltatSoa with, 111111; a 

eoiiiJD!Mtoner, -

Morrla, Richard. 147, 411. 4118, - L~ a( 
480. Jurat ~ - . alldt.Tit ... 1 ...... 
heiJ bY, TM. ' v., ' 

»orrta. Lbert. m 
:Morrta, Rotrer, 188. 
Morrlaon, J'obn, 81. 
:Morrtaoa., Bober&, 1111411 .. rio&, 148 ; trW a( 
~000. 

)I n 'l'bcnnM. Tetl. 
Ko-, Eb;-r, 100. 
Mo-,Jobn,IN. 
)lONe, Moeea, Gil. 
Moeeley, ln~ TOI. 
Moylan, l!tepben, ._ 
Mnmtord. Paul, 711. 
Mnnroe, Reubea., pnlllabment of, a 
Mnnaell, Belllamln. liDO. 
Mnnaell, Danlel, IW8 : Daniel, Jr., Nil. 
Knneell, Tbomaa Ulel, Nil. 
M IU'docll. Tbomal, 816. 
MDI'1'&J', Gen.~ ft. 
Myrick, Capt.--.-*· 

Railer, IOcbael, a prllon«, IN. 
Bannatoohan, 18. 
Bub. Et>bratm, ns. 
Bub, Timothy, 110. 
Naweleb. 
Nelaon, trial a( 1148, 844. 
Neeblt,Jane, 7 
Newell, EUhn, 110. 
Newman, Henry, 1M. 
Bewtoo~, a .... Ephraim B., It, 116,1tl. 
Newton, Job11, Iaten prlloner, 881. 
Newton, Blehard. lm~rltoned. 811, 
Nlelloll or Nlellolll, Kpbnlm, 1188, 4a 
Nlebola, Pant, 4M. TilT. 
Nichola, Samnel, liM, Till 
Nleholoon, Col. - , 11. 
Blcboloon, John, H&. 
Nicoll, WilHam let. 
Niles, N &than teL • Ill de j1ldp, Nil. 
Nuon, Ellaa. TeL 
Noble, Jonathan, 1& 
Noble, Bamnel, 1108, Tilt. 
lfoollOOwallme&, 17. 
Norman, Hen17 »., e88. 
lfol'III&D, TbomM, IMI!Ii· and wife, eas, eea, TeL 
Norton, Andrew, 118. 188, 8118. 
Norton, John, lilT, 961, 881, 7118; notice ot, 
Ill ; objeotiou to, 161, lilt ; trial a( aa, 
844 ; aneedote of, .,, 

Noyce, John, hta oemoea, 681. 
lfoyea, .Gorham, 611. 
Noyes, John, 1111 : 8011. Jobn, H. 
Nnrae, c.Jeb, Till. 
Nnree, Joabna, 414. ~*!, 1118, 'ITI. 

Oeka, lltt.b, 41L 
Odell, Mr.-, 18&. 
~=-~ -.. hla muob wtth Bolllri 
Olcott,~--, aj...Uoe of the peaoe, 1'11. 
Olcott, Elias, 410. 
Olcott, Peter, 8111 ; a ooJJIJDiaaloner, 181, Ta 
Oleott, Simeon, 8H, 1111, 1M. 
Oloott, Timothy, 110; a coroner, TIT. 
Olden, John, TilT. 
Old Quail Johll, 114. 
Olin, Gideon, 118!1 ; conllllllaUIID wttb, -
OUTer, Wtlllam, nt, 1!10. 
Onelow, Hobert, a eaptnre b.7, 881. 
Ontauaaoogoe, treaty wttb, ... T8&-'la 
Ootholldt, HenJ1', 41t, 
On 1luc. 818, 'ITI. 
Ortley, Barbara, fft. 
om., Gerlbo~~ 
OrTia, W etptatru, 'ITI. 
Oltlood. BeDJamln, 41 ; bll a.pthftr ... 

deatli,44. 
0..000. Cbrlatopher, cllarpcl wtth homlalde, 

tao; a Jetter o.ns., m ; ...... , a( '111. 
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Qllood, l!lmul, Til. 
Ollne!l Johu, U8. 
Otly, \Apt. -. 'II&. 
Ow'o, Celeb, 1111. 

Plebtd, Bq'llire, 8pt M the houe o1, ItT, 
118. 

PICker, Cbllrlee, 1118. 
PICker, Ichabod, Tli8. 
PICker Jameo, dll, 'niT. . 
Pllddlefonl, JoD&thaD, Jr., 1811. 
laP. Da11d, 1111, 1!10. 
p._ Jacob, hll eaptl11t,", 406, 40t. 
~Sunuel,1!10. 
P..., William, letter to, lief. 
Paine, Klijah, a commllllouer, Iiiii ; Ulll.t.d 

8tatee MD&tor, 1188. 
Polue, Ephraim, M4; repr.eut&ttou ot, 11811. 
Polue, Robert Treat, 81111; 
Po!Dter, Elisabeth, d88. 
Palmer, George, a JuaUoe, T& 
.Paaael. John, .SI, "leG. 118. 
Park, Dea. JoD&thaD, 100. 
Park, Lucy, the 11m ohll4 boru 1u llfewt&ue, 

100. 
Parker, Ala, TilT. 
Parker, Ebeueser, 0111. 
Parlr.er, Ioaac, 81. 
Parker, Jamee,88. 
Parker, Joehua, IIi. 
Parter, Capt. x ....... n. IIi. 
Parlr.hunot, Capt. E. a84. 
Parkhunot, Capt. Jo\.i hla klud couduct, &. 
Parlr.bum, Phlueu, hll endUDIIoe, 881. 
Parlr.hant, Tllly,_~881. 
Parkla, Samuel, HIS. 
Parka, Amariah, TOR. 
Parmelee, Ale:u.uder, 180. 
Panona, Simeon, 881. 
Panona, Timothy, W. 
Partrldge, Oliver M, W, 811. 
Partridge, Capt. 8., hll atore robbed, 81li, 118; 
pettUon~M. 

Partridge, Samuel, 111, 106, Tel. 
Pate non, W llll&m, i8ll, 8i8, Til; hlti:h aherUr, 

201, liS, Tee.\ hla m-rea for defence, 118; 
charged 'lt'lt.n homlelde, 1180; lm.Jllilonecl, 
284; money paid to, 188 ; notice or, 818, m. 

Patrlclr., Matthewi a captain, 000. 
Patrtclr., Samuel, •r lo&S. 
Patteraon, Eleazer, iiOe'; 181, 188! 808, 11!, 1M, 

888, 8411; report ot. ....._..; etten 01, SIMI, 
818 ; trial or; 848, lk4. ; Jetter to, 818; com· 
munlcatlou ot, 880; a Juett"!!.~· peUUou 
or, 1102; omeea held b7, TN, Tao, TT& 

Pattei'IIOD, Robert, TTl. 
Patterson, Walter, 140.. 
Pangua,l'>84. 
P~e, ~ab FrMman, a lieutenant, 8118, 8118, 

Peabody1 NathanieL' letter_ o!tiMIB. 
Peak, Jonn, T'- 1.0; bla d...., T& 
PeAl'IOnJ Mr.-, T. 
Peaae, olohn, 111. 
Peek, O.pt. .Toaeph, 41~ Me, '1'111· orden 

a r-ae, 428; hla tr1 4110; IMI'eh ~or,II08; 
grant or Ianda to, IWII, 

Petree, Anthony, 16, 
Petree, John, 1'811, Td 
Pember, Thoma&, deMb o( 884 
Pemberton, Ebenezer, 188. 
Penniman~ Dr. Jabez, 881; hll wile,
Pennock, ~am..., omeea held bJ', T88. 
Pennock, Samuel, teo. 
PerhamJ Jonathan, 8N. 
Penn, John, m. 
Porlr.lo~o, M~.S. 
Perry, Jabea, TOll, '1'11. 
Perry, John, 61, 8Ci. 
Perry, WllllanJ, 88f. 
Peter Parley, reference to, 801. 
Peten, Andrew B., 1k 

Paten, Johu, •"' 180, 718, r•. 
Pelt,", Johu, '1D8. 
Petty, Joeeph, 4t.. 
Phelpa, Charlee, W, IOd, "'- 401. 4811, 481. 006, 

1101, 8:111, 888; removea 'lt'lth bla lamily to 
'MarlboroU«b. It· petttlou drawn b7, liOT; 
!etten ot. 211, Mit .U, at 486 ; bla etrorla 
for tho deleuoeOi Cumberiand COWity, 800 
-llOi · memorial of, 80S,80T; oent to Kin~ 
too, Ml ; at Philadelphia, 86i, -, 'M. 46CI, 
te8 ; attaelr.o au omeer and Ia lined, 811, 818 • 
remouatrance b7, Gl; Joyalt,. or hlmoeil' J 
aad family to New York, GS; doonmenta 
prepared~, 421'-418; mlaalon to Pough· 
keepale, 480Hk, • pointed to omee, 4111; 
ohai'gee uet, + "T ; hll library eold. 
""; an •nt, 'lie, 1; reeolve or Ocingre~a 
tonahiDg, .s1 ; depooiUo111 ot, 'T8, 488 i. ~· 
turn o(' ae, aT; lmplilonment of, ooo; 
petttton for rei- of,IIU7; aaleorhlleatate, 
0:1$; trial ::J 1110; attainted or treaaon, 1111 ; 

=~o:, 'l:n~o~f,T~ tfo~:e!~ 
81'11--488; genealugy ot tho ramlly or; 66t-
881; omcea held by, TIS, 7116, Tel, 181. 

Phe~ Char lee, Jr., 481 i ~MJ~e at hll houee, 
~ ~18; geneal017 ..., ~1 ; uoUce or, 

Phelpa, Bon. Charlea,_Mt, eM. 
Phelpa, Bon. Jameo H., letter from, 1111. 
Phelpa, John, 48, eM. 
Phelpa, Nathaniel, 81'11, 880. 
PheiJ>e. Solomon, It, U1i; ordered out or town, 

WT; library or, ..a· g&nWoQot,.....,; 
blo«raphy ot, e81, M; an auorne,., TIT. 

Phelpa, 'Timothy, 88, ~. 4»e, 6111 880, 7118, 
m; att.aa aa omoer and Ia lluea, 811, 1118; 
att.lmpt to arreat, 4411; lloon a OODOtable, 
"1. ..a ; Jlrm and prudut conduct or hla 
'lt'lfe, 48, .a ; Ia arrested b7 Ethan Allen, 
..S. '";trial of, ..0. "1; aeutence o( 448, 
480, ~; reeoln or Congr- touching, 4TO; 
letter o( dO; acoouut or hll lmplilonment 
aad releue, ~; petition ~ 1101; 
bearer or dlapatehee, 1111 ; eapture and reo 
leaae of, 1112, 1118 ; hll proceedlnp, 1128 ; tea
llllea before the SeDate or New' York, M4; 
geneal017 ot. ~; blograjlb)' ot, .... 
ee.; hla fAmily, 886; a aherUr, 116. 

Philip, an Indio, 144, 1Q. 
Pblllpa, Mr.-, 8811. 
Phllllpa, EUiab. 1111. 
Phippen, A{waier1 T6L 
Phlppo, Joaeph, 158. 
Phippen, Samuel, TOR. 
Phlpa, Lieut.-Gov. Spencer IIi. 
Phlpa, William, death of, 84, T&. 
Pierce, Ellaha, TN ..i...quarter-ID&Iter, 41111, TTl. 
Pierce, Epbralm, HlL 
Pierce, J-ph, !180. 
Pierce, Tbomae, trial ot 848, N&. 
Pl•ree, William, 708; trlal of, 848, N&. 
Pike, Jacob, 110. 
Plngry, lion. William 11., 118, 184, 111,187. 
Plnu.., Jamea, Jr~ 111. 
Pitkin, William, 181. 
Pitt, William, 841. 
Platt, Elizabeth, TOO. 
Piatt, Zephaniah. m 
Plenderle.t Johu, 1&1, T& 
Pomagun, 17. 
Pomr07, Ebenezer 1111. 
Pomroy, Nathaale~ 10. 
Pond, Oaleb, bla abrewdneee, Ul, MI. 
Poopoonuclr., 11. 
Porter, CoL Eleazer, "' 411, 1e; a II01IIInJI. 

eloner, 788. 
Porter, Elisha, a aherUr, 611; bll oonduct, 

018. 
Porter, James, Jr.,ll8. 
Porter, Noah, 11&. 
Porter, Don. Samuel, Mi. 
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Powell, Alma, 101. 
l'owen, Ephraim, WVIDI4ed br tbe IJidlau, 

110. 
Power., Bev. G1111lt, ~ ot, 1JO, li84. 
Power., Jeratbmlel, •t. 
Power., N&th&Diel, 114, US. 
Power., Peter, 7118l748: BeT, Peter, ttl. 
Power., Simeon, 1 f: 81meon, Jr., Ill. 
Powera,. WUli&m, '1'71. 
Pownall, Gov. Tbomu, tL. 
Pratt, Iauc,et. 
Pratt, Samuel, 118. 
Preecolt, GoY. Robert, ... 
Prtce, Car.l -. 81'1. 
Prieot, E ouer1 40. 
Prince, &moe&, 1M. 
Prtlehard. Capl --.-
Prouty, JtliJab, '18, GO,-. m; depoeltloDI 

ot, 414., 1U; a J1Ut1~_48l_i.peti.Uon ut, 1107; 
olll- held b~TM. Tlli, TillS. 

Prouty, F1111l ni; -rut by,~ liM; 
petition ot, ; capture ot. 1108 _i}llll trial, 
m; @&!It or Jande to, Mil, ?67, 11111. 

Prouty, Richard, 718. 
Putnam, Adoollab, 426, 15011, 11111. 
Putnam, Gen. lorael, '1'6, 16, 114. 
Putnam, Jamee, letter ot, 800. 
Pynebeon, John, T. 

Qalmby, Jir. -. '18. 

Bale, Be'-liao, 14. 
Bameay, David, 41'1. 
Bameay, Peter, order to, 818; lnlpriaolled, 

lilt ; a captain. 8111. 
Band, Robert, 761. 
Bandolpb, John, hl.l oentlmenta, 1111. 
Banney, li:phratm, toJ, mj· an lnDiteeper, 

168, 1M; uaptaln, 4411; a IUtlce, Tell. 
:Ranney, Silence, 1M. 
Ba0110m, Hon. Epepbrodltna, hl.lmotber, eel; 

letter of, MIL 
:Rathburn, Walt, eae. 
Bay, Patrick, 84. 
Read, John, 1811. 
Reed, Mr. -, alarm by, 8M. 
.Reed, ........ 886, 718. 
Been, Tapping, 0416. 
Reynold&, B~ H. 
Btee, Ala, '1'8; Capl A.oa, 818, 111; letter ot, 

4111. 
Rice, Banlllal, 401, 4110; deputy &herill', 4llll; 

rcrudence 0~ 1104. bOll; real&lanoe to, MO. 
B 8';& EpbnJm, 603, '1'1111; hl.l property eold, 

Btee, Jooiah, 4!1, m. 
}(Ice, M.leab, 110, 111, 818, 118. 
Blce, Capl M.- '1'8. 
Btce, Phineas, 888. 
Bloe, Ralph, 41. 
Blob, Daniel, 17t. 
Rtebardoon, Wr. -~.!:AWAlt ut, no.. 
Blcbardaon, Jamee, '1'011. 
Blcbardeon, Jooepb. 48. 
Richmond, Heurr. 188. 
Richmond, Joeepll, 188. 
Bider, 011-.er,_liOS. 
Bl tteubouee, 11a vid, 11"-
B~an!ol, eoeape of hlmoelt and tamlly, 1811, 

Blx, Gardner, a prisoner, 886, 881. 
Robblna, Jehle!, TIS. 
Robblna, Tbomu, 8&. 
Robblna, Wllllam. 84. 
Roberta, Ebeoeae• 1111. 
Roberta, Gllee, 08; 'lliT; examl.natioD ot, 

08&. 
Roberta, wmtam, 88&. 
Robe.uon, Amoe, a eommi.Mioner, !811, T88. 
Robe.uon, Gen. Jamee, advice ~ 018; eon-

eoltaltoo with, &10; onlen ut, fiT; memo
rtalto,Bl. 

Robertaon, :Natb&n1el. 280, 1li& 
Robe.UOn, Ruben, 7151. 
Robe.UOn, Samuel, 208. 
Roblnaon, AmOA, 429, 711.. 
Robl1150n, Bn"erly, letter from, m. 
Roblnaon, !Jijah, 11.\1, 1011. 
Roblnaon, Eua, 280j_ his p10perty eold, IN. 
Robtnaon, Mooea, 4n1 GO; dUel adge, • 

87 448, 520; anecoot.e ot, 84.9. • o.Wa~Dt
ed to vtalt tbe Yorkers, 8'1'11; lllddenl h the 
life of, 493, 494., ~; agent, ; 'l'alt.eol 
Bt.et.ea senator, 008; mamage perftJnJwd bf, 
IS8L 

Robinson, N atb&n1el, li04I, m. 
Roblnaon, Bamnel, 488; his oplnlou, 4i9; • 

jutlce, 71111. 
ROgers, James, i08, 11~i nottce ot, D; 

olll- held by, 'I'M, 7cn 
]Wgers, Jamee, Jr~ !U9. 
~ers, Olivm:,_~ 
ltogers, Pant. Cloo. 
Rogers, ?dU "Robert, tbe ~ed 

7H, • !14; doatroya tbe Tillage ttl 
FraneiJ, ~; hla diaUtn>u ma-..:h, to, fl. 

Rood, Daniel, 878, 87g, 
Roosevelt, Mr. -, as&. 
Boot, Dorolh~ml. 
Root, Elisha, Hll. 
Boot, Bezeldah, ll'79. 
~ Jesoe, deput.eol to 'Yialt tbe Graata, 

Boot, Samuel, 778 · trial of, 848, 864.. 
Root, 'nmothy, TIJ, 778; acta u aJadp, • 
Rosbrook, Eleaur1~ 
Rosbrook, Jam uu. 
Bose. Joseph, (g. 
Boeebroo~amee, 147,148, l(g. 
Boaevelt, Tfi. 
P..ouvllle, >,.;:!_rtei de, 10, 11, U.. 
Row, Daniel; lwory, daugbw of,~ 
Bow alitu Mli.IU'Oe, ReUben, punWlm ~ 

1188. 
Rowe, John, robbery ut, 81li; pet1tl<111 et, 

62'a 
Rugg David, 811, 84. 
Ru~lea, BenJamin, 788. 
Russel, Noadlah, til 
Rutledge, John, 4M, 1J2. 

Sabin, Danlel~al of, 848, ~ 
Sabln1 : oah,..,., 208, m;. eettlea In Putney, 

9ll w ; his llrmn 21to, 220, 83:), 836 ; lnl· 
prlsoned, 288; trial o~ 84.'1, &14; llDdn• a( 
89 SW; blograpbyof,mt--897; tatem 
of, 726, 747; olll"" held by 1114, 1Q 

Sabin, Noah, Jr., 889, 410; biography ot, IW'f, 
69S. 

Sackett, an Indian chief, llgbta wUh o.pl 
Hobbs, 41>-411. 

Saft'ord, Capl -, command r o1 a ron, 
884. 

Saft'ord, MaJ. J~ 651. 
aft'ord, Jonathan, 816, 719. 

Saft'ord, Joseph, 1119. 
Saft'ord, Phlllp, 1M; his bravery, tal, 

288. 
Ball bury Ilale, 759. 
Salton tali, Gov. Gurdon, 14., 106, 78& 
Salto115tall, Mary, 78& 
Sal tons tall, Richard, 7811. 

aodenon, Jam.,., 11:1, 114. 
S&ryreant, David, 104; David, Jr., llli. 

argeant., Jabez, 109, Y 
argeant, John, the liJSt white peraoD bCim In 
Vermont, llli. 1M &7-gMnl., JollA 

Sargeaot, CapL Stephen, 224., 108. 
B&rl!"l'llt, Tbomu, 10i. 

argent, John, 94 
argent, Ena, 81~ 

Sargen._, Lemu I, 834. 
Sarlwell, Jonathan, 811. 
Sartwell, J061ab, 2e. 
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Sartwell. Obadiah, 68. 
Snap. Samuel Blow 408. 
Sawtell, Daniel, 116, llT. 
l!awtell, Jaoob, 116. 
Sawtell, Oliver, 116. 
Sawyer, Abner, 1111. 
l!cblatter, Michael, exeenton ~ Ta 
Scbuyl~r, Col. Peter, 1TL.86, Tli, 108. · 
8cbuyl_e!1 Gen. Philip, lfll, 1186, 1181, 181, 1111, 

1)08, - 808, 1J9. 
8collay, John, robbed. Qll, llt; oerWlcat. of, 

m; petition of,
Scott, Ell, 441. 
Scott, John Morin, 2411, IN, T8. 
Scott, 8amnel, 118. 
8oott, Tbomu, li1L 
l!eunan, Benjamin, 180; memorial~ eoe,eoe. 
8eel7e, Abner TTJ. 
Sergeant, or l!.;rgeanta, or &rganta, or l!er

Jeanta. or Sargeant, or &rgeanta, Col. .John, 
)liT, ll:\8, 881, 887, 401 ; meetlop at the 
houoe or. n+-m, 811, 818, 81111, TIIO ; trial 
ot, 848. 8U ; communication of, 880 · ordel8 
out militia, 4711,1104; rel!lmont of,li1Aj_r.U· 
Uon of, Mil ; ollloe heldoy, Til&, 171, n • 

Sergeant, ReT. Jobn, 8711. 
l!e[:~ant, Tbomu, !1811. 
8e eanta, Daniel, 40. 
l!e eanta, IJeU'- John, 40 
l!elllona, Darlu 8111. 
l!eeolo111, John, 11111, ill&, tee, IT'- llfl..J a dele

pte, 11118, 268. lnformatlon or. liTO. m ; 
loon to, 21!!i lettel8 ~ !187, 1188, 980, soe; 
Iotter to, liW ; trial of. 848, 8U ; IIPDt to 
GoT. CUnton, 8118 ; rep,..ntatho In the 
N11w Yorlr. A-mbly, 881, 181, T88j eu
mluatlon beto~- IlliG ; ueodota or, T•; 
olllcea held by, 7811, T84. 

l!enrance, Samuel, 411. 
l!e-.ero, Nathaniel, 11111. 
Sewall, ::iamuel, 18. 
l!battnck, Daniel, 89 : Daniel, Jr., 811. 
Shattuck, Gideon, 89. 
Shattuck, Wllllam, 4M, 4811,4111, 481, liU t!_l8 

boldneM, 4211; a militia oftleer, 481, n11 ; 
hie arreat, 444, flOe, ~ ; hla trial, 446, 44T ; 
hla oentence, 448, 480, 884 ; an ogent, 48; 
4418 ; at PoUfihlr.eepsle, fM, 488, 488 ; at 
Pblladtlphla, 4811, ese ; co"'"""lonal reo 
oolve coocornlng, 46'1, 410 j reacheo homo, 
4n ; an expedition of. 411>; ollldant or, 
478; occount or, 481, 4811; petition for re
loa... of, 1107 ; pet! tiona of, 1126, ML li4i ; 
Ianda granted to, 116--1147, TilT, TIIS, Till; a 
mom!Hir or A-mbl7, its. 

Shaw, Mr. -t. 613. 
~bays, Daniel, 101. 
Sbenll', ~amoon, T48. 
l!bet!lln, Jacob, 7811. 
Shelburne, Earl of. lettor to, 186. 
Sheldon. Lieut. -, 41, 48. 
Sheldon, llanuab. 118. 
8hei>U'flooD, Daniel, at, Till ; I.UO.. of, 414, 

4fli, 484. 1>46. Mll.i a ~-oger, 4111 ; a Jna
Uce, 481, 1811 ; mreac. aplnat, 414; ogonl, 
480 ; arreoted, lin. 

8hepardoon, John, 111; asldeJndge, 1140; at
tempt to arreot, 4711. 

Sbell&i'doon, J ... pb, 11011, 1118 : J01eph, Jr., 
lifO. 

Shepardaon, Nathaniel, 1110. 
Shepudoon, Noah, 4IM, 1110, Tll8. 
l!bopudooo, Samuel, a pilot, Ill&. 
Sbepudoon, Stephen, TTJ. 
~hepardoon, ~phaolab, Tli'l'. 
Sherborne, Andrew, momom of, 40&. 
Sborbnrno or Sherburn, Benrr, 81T, T48, TT8; 

acto u • Judie, 888 ; peUUon ot tho widow 
a( Mil. 

Sherburne, John, 1111. 
l!borldan, Richard Brln•loy1 aneodot. of, 11M. 
l!bo~ .MaJ. -, lldnce or, 817. 

Sherwood. Capt. -:--:::.~ ftfr. 
8hlpmu, ltdmulld. TOll. 
Shlrler.._ GoT. William, M, IT, 88. Ill, eT, 18, 

t'JO, .,,., T40; correopon4enee of ooueeJ'IIIDI 
Fort Dammer, lt-4ll; propo10t a prot.o
t1n union, 88 ; hie--for detoili>e, M. 

Sh1lldlwD, AdmSnJ -, 61T; ordel8 of, 618. 
s'llio. B.lehard, a COIIIIDIMoner, lOt ; Iauer o(, 

Slm, Pot.. 18. 
Slmmono, Johlol, 11t. 
Slmoudl, Tltno, n&, 818. 
S~lld.l or Blmono, William, lilT ; fonmaD, 

Blml, O.)!t. - 14. 
81r.1Dnor, SamueL 1111. 
Blade, GoT. William, remark& of, NT, IITB. 
Blafter, Jolm, 111. 
Slater, J-, Tile. 
Sleeper, l!amoel, 118, U...i a Qutn preaeher, 

1111 ; ot!lcae hold b7 T..., Tel 
8mallor1 ~T. Elam, D.D., 40. · 
Bmlth, AMDol, a captain, OIIL 
Bmlth, Diane, 782. 
Smith, Ebenezer, 118, 188. 
Bmlth, Edward, bla oplllloD, 418, 414; -

plaint o1, 1104. 
8mlth, GoT. laraol ill'lt.!!T• 811. 1188, 801, 1118; 

a ooiDIDIMioner, ~t1 0011, 1~, test· an agent, 
i8l, 414 • hie m!Mion to a ow ort. IN; 
lette18 ;( 814, 8iO ; letter to, 811; etatement 
or, Tll8; aJuat1ce, Tee. 

Bmlth, John, ld, T88. 
Smith, llelancton, 411T ; a ~011er, lll!t. 
Smith, Noah, ltate'e attorDor, 1140, N8; -

dot. ol, 1100. 
Smith, Reuben, TG8. 
Bmlth, Blcbard, ... 
Smith, Samuel, 110, T41; am eblld bonl In 

Wlndaor 114. 
Smith, Boi.b; 11111, i8l, TilT 1M, m ; II arreot

ed, "-4. 4111; ~Pnt and repreoentatln for 
tho flieoda ot New Y orlr., 41e--.41t ; arrellll 
MicUI Townaond, TOll.. 

Bmltb, Capt. St.el or Bt.ole, 111, 114, 188; 
remarta et, 187, 188. 

Smith, WIWam, lll8, 1M, UT, 11811, ~ T81; a 
cblefJDttlce, Ttl. 

Spdord, Aaa, 86. 
8pdord, EUpbalet, 118. 
Spaulding, Lieut. Leonard, H. 1T8. 1811, 410. 

aT; bla bnpr!Jonmeot, 1101; hl.l rol-, 1011, 
~; ilia patriotic exertion., •: arreet b7, 

Spaulding, Jotlwn, Tll8. 
Spear, Andrew. 118. 
Speocor, Gen. jooeph, a&. 
Speoeer, A bel. 880. 
Spencer, Dr. :£llhu, TOO. 
8peooer, Taylor, US. T18. 
Spencer Tlmotb7, 118, m. 
Spicer, baniel, acoonnt ot the d•th of,._ 

lies, IlK 
Bplcor, Jabez, death of, 1180. 
Bpoooor, Ellalr.lm,_ an ad,lntant, Iilii, lilT. 
Bj>oonor Dr. Paul, 198, 108, U7, 1111, 2111, 1111, 

IIIIi, 8i4; choeen a del~~pte, !Me, 2110, 787; 
eboeen eherur, WI. 11111; a lido Judge, 448; 
a deputy gonrnor, 478; a cblof Judge, Me; 
a eomm1ailonert 627_ t blosraphf Of, 888,111111. 

Sprague, Capt. El&anan, 41L 
Bqulre, Reuben, IJ8Q. 
Stacy, Phllel!lon, 1111. 
SWford, Joba, Jr:l.. 494. 
8Wford, l!amuel, n& 
8taplaa, Seth, T88. 
Star Comfort, 818. 
Stark, Gen. John, 88, 81, 114; rona the pmat-

let, '!j talr.on prlaonor, el, a 
Stark, w IIJiam, 8i. 
Btoarm, David, T48. 
Btearu, Jonathan, i08, eT4; notice of, • 

Digitized by Coogle 



S'"biDA, .balael, 81. 
Stebblu, Benjamin, leada a riot, IW8. 
l!kbblu, J-pb, an. 
Steb~Zebaloa, Ilia oonlllet with tha Ill· 

~ lfathaalel, 100. 
St.ele, Zedoek, a prlooner\ !'"; lila adYM• 

A.rea, 8tl ; Ilia aocoont of aa owa eul'erl!lp 
aad .. pthttr, aad of the blllDlDc ot .&oral· 
toll,-. 

Stepheu, Lieut. --:J.~· 
!!tepheu, Nlcholu, 'IB 
Stenu, Oharleo. 411. 
Stenna, Gen. Eltu, Ilia Tallaat ooDduat, 881, 

8841 ; -pe ot Ilia wife, 887, 888. 
Stevena, Enoo, Ill. 
Steveno,Fra~~.U,T& 
Stevena, Henry, Jr., hla c.pth1t)', 411, "
l!te.ena Johll, !181, T88. 
Steveno, Oapt. Pbln- 88, 88, 60, ~. 41, 48, 

4-.'\ ell; ellpcecllll100nliq upeclltlou, 48, 
eo. 

Steveu, Samuel, a.. T•; letter floom, • ; 
olll""" held b7, T04, Tell 

Steveno, 81meoa, 100. 
Stevena, Simon. 118, 117, 118, 1111, 108, W. 15T, 

l6e, 2111, 186, 1111, M, lltll, 806, 808, 818, 401, 
7M, TTO; depOOitloa o( 181; recelvee a cap
talncr &Ud Ia made a coutable, ~IIU; a 
delegate, 2118, 188, T61; a brlpde or, itiT, 
Ti2; Information of. ITO, m; loea . ll8i ; 
ajoatlce, ~~. TM. 1& 

Stewart, Jamee, Tilt. 
Stewart, Joeepb,_Jr., TiS. 
Stlmpeoa, EpllraUD, T18. 
StiiMOD, David, ell. 
Stirling, Earl o( 6"-
Stockwel~ Aaroa,llnt penoa born Ill Marl· 

boroagb, PT. 
Stoetwel~ Abe~ atT; ant aettler of Marl· 

borough, liT 1 ~; a galde, llil; aa iDD·lr.eep
er 1118: ree~RaDce to, 8111. 

S~weil, Abel, Jr., tT. 
Stoddard, AnthonJ, 14, 101, 108, Til. 
Stoddard, Jaeob, 'Rill. 
Stoddard, OoL John, 111, 18, I!!_ 18. !M, 1011, 8'1'0, 

T86; uuperlnte11.deat, 88, 81,80; Ilia doath, 
411; a eommiMioner T88. 

Stoddard, Joutban, 608, 'Rill: Jouthall, Jr., 
T38. 

Stone, Dand, 114, 188, 118; oaptare o( 881. 
St<one. David. td, 11~ 
Stone, Herman, TOO. 
Stone, Joel, 1811. 
Stone, Ool. Nathan, 114, !108, eGl; attempta to 

atop the ooort at WlndooT, 161-1811; hla 
treatment tow&rdo John Groot, 186---168; 
petition of, 1811 182i.lloed for defamation, 
831 ; olllceo hel<l by, 104, T811, 76& 

Stone, Samuel. lei, 188, 118. 
Stone, Setb, 786. 
Stooe, ThotDM, eJ8. 
Stone, Zc•lcklall, US. Ul, •n, 7&1, 781. 
Story, Wllllatn, 101. 
Stough too, Johll, a Joatle., Tel. 
Stoughtoo Bon. William, 1811. 
Stowe!~ Mr. --, troopa at the hoaae o~ 1118, 

li17,111V. 
Stowell, Au, 7117. 
Stowe!~ David, Til. 
Stowe~ Bezetlab1~ 817, 818, all; letter of, 

41'; a Joatlce, 411J1.18Ci i. petltloa o( 1107; 
grant oflando to,....., TilT, 768. 

Stowell, Bagb, 1!81. 
Stowell, hrael, 11& 
Stratton, Lieut. --. G . 
Strattoll, Joha, bla pDDIIIImut, 81& 
Stratton, Ru&b, 117. 
Stratton._ Samuel, liT. 
Strong, Herur,lalt, 111. 
Stroog, Elljab, 1111. 
Strong, Elna.tbaa, 1411, 188, le& 

st ... ag, J...-1, tT. 
StroDIC. Johll, 157, Nl, Ml, Til. 
Strong, Solomon, Ill. 
Stllart, Aleunder, 81&. 
Soctt......,,tr. 
SolliT&Il, lolr. --. ell. 
Sumner, Joel, 1111; 
Sumoer, Jooathan, a Jllltloe, 7 •• 
I!Dmllet, SunMI. Ta 
Sumner, Setll, T88. 
I!OIDiler, Th--. olll- beld b7, 788, 1•. 
Taft. Dee. --, M. 
Taplin, .Joha, 111, 110; letter of, MT; ollleea 

held bJ, 7118, 7ee. 
TapllD, JohD, Jr., teo: a aberltr, 1•. 
~1.':& f~n=~l~L 
Taylor, Abraham, pU!.hDieut of, 1181. 
Taylor, Au, 111. 
T&ylor,l-,4. 
Taylor, Joha, 100, 118, 114, tTe, tN, 1711, tat. 

741. 
Taylor, Samuel, a ooroner, 787. 
Taylor, Thomu,IIO; Ilia d.crlptlon oh JWt.e 

to C&oad&, M. 
Teall, Oliver, T38. 
Temple, Joseph, aneodota of, 1M. 
Tea Broeck, Cot Abraham, toT. 
Thare, Jonathan, 748. 
Thatcher Samuel, Tel. 
Thayer, Jonathan, eo. 
Thayer, William, 788. 
Thomao, IMI&b, Tit. 
Thomu, John, propolltloa o~ 808: JohD., Jr., 

118. 
Tboml!naoll, Oapt. John 81. 
Thompaoo, Hon. Daniel P., refere11.ce to lda 

wrltlogo, D84, ese, 8111, 874, ellt. 
ThompaoD, lJaYid, !jl), · 
Thomp!!OD, Dea. Hueklah, 11& 
Thompaon, Joseph, 188, 118. 
Tbompaon, Nathaniel, $:58. 
Tbompaon, Rubert, 1811. 
Tbompaon, Wllllem, 1110. 
Throop, John, a olde jndge, S6tl. 
Thurber, Da Yld, llliT ; lloed, 1111 ; grant lend& 

to, 5411, TilT. 
Thurber, D&Yid, Jr., 711.1 Tllt. 
Tboratou!J!."nJ=Ia, 1-. 16& 
Thyha n, K. 
Ttcbeoor, GoT. la&a!i 417, 801; hla T!.llt ol 

oooelllatlon, 4li, G8, ~ 411:1; a colllllde
olooer liiMI. 

Tilden, Charles, wooaded, 8, 180. 
Tisdale, Abrahatn, 788. 
Tlldale. lorael, 718. 
Tisdale, Johll, 788. 
Tlldale, Capt. Joaeph, a, 118. 
Tledale, JOOt'pb, Jr., 118. 
Tisdale, Rutli, De. 
Tisdale, Beth, 00. 
Tltto, JohD, Tell. 
Tobe. Eleuer, 'Rill. 
Tollee, Henry, a c.ptaln, ll5l. 
Tompkins, .Tonathan G., US. 
ToW118eDd, Henrr, TOO. 
Townsend, Micah, BilL Ill», 878, 401, 887, 7011, 

TIS, TIM ; lettera of. nt.. ao, 11118--11111, ... 
811, 8Tll ; Information of. il!!.i l•tters to, 1111. 
880; paper& entrusted to,-. 88T; atTHted, 
M1; trlal of, 848, 8U : a repreoeotatt-.e IJl 
the New York Aaoembly. Ill, 887, 888, TIS; 
biography o( 700-704; olllcea held bJ, 7ea, 
T811,T87. 

Towoeeod. BeT. Omoo Mloajeh, TOO; remuft 
of. 11411 ; letter& of, SlO, TIN., 70i. 

ToW118heod, Lord, 116. 
Traey, Andrew, a c:aptaln, MO. 
Traey, Prince 111. 
Tryon, Gov. Wllllatn, till, 181, 1101. flt, !!4S. 1181, 

882,6116,611G; lnjllollclowo ,rahl.s l>y, trt.tll; 
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petltlou to, 1'111, 180, 181, 18i ; acldreM to, 
188 .i.~umlng ot th~ ho1118 of, 807; !etten 
to -. 877, 726, Ti8; letter of, 87& 

Tucker, J oeepb. 887 ; captureo and Ia capo 
tared, 1111-61& 

Tate, Amoo, Tl, 1411 ll!O; petition of. IIOT; 
btosrapby of, 1~tos; a ooroner, Tl't. 

Tut.e, Mro. Jemima, her el'ltaph, Tl. 
Tute, Jona\hau, b1a epitaph, TO&, TOT. 
Twlcho~ BenjamiD, T'-
Twlche~ DIUI1e~ death of. T '- 740. 
'!'Tier, JOO<'ph, 101, 207, T11. 
TYler, Royal~ TO&; blotrraphy c< 108-718. 
Tyler, WilHam Clark, TOS.. 

Udal~ Oll'fOr, T11. 
Umpaumet, 11. · 
Underwood, JouathiUI, 411&. 
Underwood, Timothy, 86. 
UphAm, William, !lilT. 
UptoD, Clot worthy, 141. 
Uabor, JohD, TS!,]~ 
Uolaer, Robert, "!IIIIi T48. 
Ut.iey, Capt. -, 81. 

V"" Cortlandt, Pierre, lllil. 
Vandenburgh, Comellaa, 89. 
VIUI Santvoord, Geol'lfO, IIT'
VIUI Schut, Peter, Tei. 
Van V ocbten, Abraham, a oommiMton_e!~ 118'
Varlet, Richard, a oommiNioner,11118, 0011'. 
Vaodreull, Marqula de, 110, 711, Ill. 
Verplanck, Gulf&D, a cOIIlii>IMioner,lll58, 111111. 
Vlalcher, Matthew, Teo. 
W adaworth. Bel\jamlll, 18, ee&. 
Wahwe,li84. 
Walnwrldlt, John, 'l8l. 
'Wait, Col. B<>lllamlll, 1!1, 148. 148, 181. 1111, 

182, 111.'3, 208, ke, 288, OVl 801,1108, 11111, '118, 
TTO, m; oommander ol the ranpn, M, 
800j .~rdera to, 110!1, IIDl ; valuable aent
ot, _, Mt, 11111 ; wounded, IIIIo. 

Walt, Gac1,81T. 
walt, Joseph, let. 188, 1~ 1811, 188, 187, 8111. 
Walbridge, CoL Ebene,...r, fll8; hla !'eldment 

ordered out, 481, -"0; UTeata by, U4 
Wale&, :&Ieazer, 119. 
Walker, Ellaklm, 188. 
Walker, Huaelan S, 
Walker, Jame&, Tli8; 'lit: Jamee, Jr., 118. 
Walke~ Nath&D, wonnded by the lDdlaaa, 

.... ''· Walker, RenbeD, 110. 
Walker, Thomas, pnnlahment of, liSt. 
Wall, Patrick, notice of, S; bla wile, 880, 881, 

1M. 
Wallace, Jamee, TilT. 
Waller, Dante~ capture ot, 881. 
Wallis. Tbomaa, U; a eommiN!oDer, TIS. 
Walsworth, Jamea, Jr., TTl. 
Walton, Gerard, T89. 
Walton, Henry, 1M!. 
Walton, William, Tel. 
W ahrorth, DIIDI~I, lllL 
Ward, Stepbeu, n8. 
Ware, William, Tllll. 
Warner, DIUIIel, 811. 
Warner, Joebua, 811. 
Warner, Mark, 11110. 
Warner, Beth, ll81, ... M6, TN; formation ot 

the regiment of, 8!10, 8ft, ata. au; letter of, .,., 
Warner, William, lot, 884. 
W arreu, Capt. Jouthan, iillT, "'-
Warriner, SamueL ttl, 818; declaration c< 

480 b. a coroner, 181. 
Waola urn, JamM, 80. 
W aablngtoD, Geo!'lfe, 848, 181, 40'1'1 408, 411, 

- Mil, 801, 8118, 8e'l, &IT, 888, Tu1 ; lettera 
to, Slit, 8112, ~ 848; lettera of, 481, '1'28 ; 
eulogy on,~ 

Watera, Capt. Daniel, hla aplolta,_ eta. en. 
Watera, OIIYer, 1110. 1111; a~ by, 1108; Ia 

eeptured by the Yorlr.era, ISU • -- IIDd 
napture of, 1111, 618, 616. ' --.-

W ataon, Brooke, 111J11, Tel. w-. Ebeo-r, prllltar,
Wat~o~,Jobn, T& 
W atte, Samuel, Tt. 
W ai.UoD, JohD, a JuaUee, 71111. 
Wattankameeg, 1'1. · 
W &IIDOOnooaeet, 11. 
w-unta, 618. 
weare, Pre&. Meehech, letter a( 1188. 
Webb, CaJTID, DOtlee a( .. ; teetlm0117 o( 

188, 1184. 
Webb, Jeble~ Tll8. 
Webb, Joolaua, 188, 1118, 1811, i08; DOUce a( ... 
Webb, 8llaa, see. 
Webater, Daniel, 8811. 
Webater, Capt. Eben-, eee. 
Wold, laaao, "118 ; trial aad line a( 4111, 4118. 
WoO., Henry, aJutlee, T .. 
Wella, Hubbe~ &e. 
Welle, John,11, T68. 
Weill, .JouthaD, 1T, Tl& 
W eU., .Joseph, TilT ; bla trial, IillO ; bla pmdlh· 
ment.Ml~ 

Wello, J~ 40,148. 
w~ o m, 1111, aoe, 'lll8; pettt1011 a( 

;~ ~::~ ... ~ 1111, to8, 118,1118, ICII,-
m, 806. "'-~ ere, 'rot, 'ro.; deDOolltton ot 
181 • aaal«aed or tbe quorum, 1114 ; judp 
or d.. Inferior ooart, 1411 ; lloYOrt tbe Deuie, 
~1118; bla oondaot approYed ot, 16lj 
Apport& the &OYernment of New Tort, 1111 
-ldli i. al11llloo to bla obe, 11'9 ; peUUon of, 
181 1lllll • elected to the Generaf A.uembly 
of New tort, 188,188, 8011,181; lnatrnctloD& 
to, 110& ; IDformatlon o( 288 ; moael 11&14 
to, 1118 ; oll'er of, 81111; oonYe-tloo o ita; 
lllgbt ot. 4811, 608 • blocrapby o( T18-Tllll; 
:entation o( Tie; e:u.mlnatlon ot, 1411; 

held by, 788, T~ Tllll. 
W eotworth, GOv. &oniDg, at, 81, 88, T8. 141, 

tee ; bla 00ft'411P0lldeooe reiat1Ye to Fort 
Dummer, ~ ; grr.ota of land by, -

• liT, liM, 888, 819, T88 ; dlllpotea arlalog hom 
hlo granlol, lJ8 ; OOUDter proclamation ot, 
:tJe, 146; reaervee land for nl~lt, 140, 6T8, 
TO i reaervee mut1111 treea, 144 ; Ia 11110-
-ed In omoe, 146. 

Wentwortbl Gov. John, 10 ; hla ollloee, 14&, 
111161 ; app leatlona to, 148 ; oommeocee a 
malicious proeeeutlon for outtlnc maat1Da' 
timber, 141 ; dlallkea the realdeota weat or 
Connecticut river, 148 ; oorreapondenoe o( 
1156-1118. 

W entwortb, Jc>ebna, an attorney, 8lll. 
Weat, Mr.~. 880. 
Weat, Elllab. liM. 
Weaton, RatluUIIe~ 11111, m. 
Wheat, Samue~ trial or. 841, 844. 
Wheaton, Capt. --, 8ie, 81T. 
Wheeler, Darluo, IIM&IIlt by, 608 ; arrest a( 

604. 
Wheeler, George, tto. 
Wheeler, Harrfloo, •~.!0-
Wbeeler, Capt. laue, - 11111. 
Wheeler, Jethro, T88 TO. 
Wheeler~c John, UM~t by, 1108; U1'e&t of, 110&. 
Wh~eloa, JohD, 1111. 
WhMlwrtcht, JohD, 1'9; ~·PDmlt 

46. 
Wblpple, Ben.lamlll, 8111. 
Whl'I'J>le, Dan1eltJM. 1 Til,_~·~ 718 ..i bla &eta u 

h¥b oberlll', las ; Ia ....._ ltlll; bo11d to, 
eM ; notice o~ Till. '116. 

Whipple, Joeeph, TilT ; ...s.tanoe c< 481; 
trial o( 448. 
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Wblppl .. M&rJ', 'Ill 
Whipple, PoiiUd, a Wier, til. 
Wlll'tt Tlaomal, 'l'llt; ~t br,IOI; IINI& 

W~n, llalul, 1& 
Wbltcomb, JJeal --, ro111Md7lw, -
Whllcomb, BeiiJamln, •Ju&tee, *· 
Wbllcomb, Jolua, It& 
While, Kr.--. wvude411ltM w ........... 
--..m 

While, Ebeneur 111. 
Wblle, Henry. tift'. 
Whlc., Joe~ lta. 
WhiC., Jolua, 1<&, 101, 10'r,l .. 'Ill. 
Wblc., Joet.h, N1. 
WbiC., Lemaei.IIO. 
Wblle,~l .. 
While, N 111. 
Wblle, Hon. ., 14. · 
While, Ool. ThoJDM, •• 
Wblc., WUI'-, Ga, 4M. 1510, n8; ~tloll 

ol, *• 080 ; e:ramlnadon ot. 11M; litU. ol, 
D88 : srant otlanda te. NG, T&8. 

Whlttac. BeuJamla, a deputy tan'IJ~ 
raJ, 14e; ..-by,l4T, 16t~· bltJ01U1187 to 
New York, 148, 1»--IM : a uttoe, T& 

Whiting, BeY. &moe~ letter tM. 
Whiting, Col Wlllt.m, TOG, T88. 
Wbltlng. WUllam B., 41t. 
Whitmore, Dalllel. 14&. 
Whitmore, Capt. Pranoll. tT, 108; hJa tolll 

ud th- of bit 1r11., theb' ~ 1114 
dl'&th, 18. eo. 

Whltne7, Capt. BenJamin, Mil, TTl,~ i. trial 
of, lU8, 844; leadt 1111 auack, 1517; -lied 
at Guilford, on. 

Whitney, Dulle~ TilT. 
Whitney, Jo:zra, pnniahzoeat ol, a 
Whitney, Job, 8e8. 
Whitney, Jona~lL 
Whltney1_ NathloDie 1111, '1'118. 
Wiblrd, a;lebard, 7 
Wlel<bam, Will'-, Ta 
Wlekwl...,, Jooeph,lllO. 
Wlenbury, Anthony, 11. 
Wllbore, Joaeph, T88. 
Wllbore, Stephen, 789. 
Wlleox, Mr. ---. 888. 
Wllklna, Dr. I~&~e~, u addrea o( eo'r, 1108 ;. 

ror,rred to, eov. 
Wilkins, Capt. Dalllel. 416. 
Wilkins, Dulel, Jr., tb1. 
Willard, Aaron, TTl. 
Willard, &Ia, trial of, N8. 1144. 
Wlllard, Billy or Bllle;r, Tile, 748. 
Willard, Henry, 1M. 
Willard Jonathan, T~ 74&. 
Wlllard,Jooeph, 286, TtT; blttamllyoaptue4, 

00; trial of, N8. 1144. 
WillArd, Ool. Joelab, 81. 48. 411, IS<&, 788, T4!1• 

commander ot ••ort Dammer, Ill; letter o( 
27, 61; under-com~, 88; eJICIII!e8ln a 
aklrmlah with tho Indiana, 8G; Ia ancoeeded 
In the commaod at Fort Dammer aud re
atored, 81, 88, 40; a principal proprietor of 
:Somber One, 81· hla death, a; eetllle of, 
1!14; hlognph~K 

Willard, Col. J Jr., 81, 101, 788, '1'48; 
commander at Aahnelot, 8C, Iii; aueoeeda 
hla rather In the COtlllll&lld of Fort DllDlmer, 
M ; orden to, 88 • gtfta h;r 89, TO ; obtalna a 
ren~wal of the ~r of W eatmbuteri 118, 
t4; m proprietor ol Brllltleboroagh, CK; 
hlo!{l"apby at. m. 

Wlll~r.l, !' .. c. j oelah, 151, D. 
Wlllard, Miriam, M. 
Willard, Lleul lloee., 118, 8C; killed by the 
Indian~ S3. 

WlllarJ, Natluul, 10&, 141; commander at Fort 
Dnmmer1 88 ; leUer of, 18 ; complalnta 
a.calnat, 111 st. 

Willard, Naih&D; Jr~ 14&. 

Wlllard. OUnr, 81, 101, 115. 14!1; depoettlon 
of, 181 ; pet!Uoa ol; 181, 1st; olllee~ held 
hr. 7M.Ta 

Willard, l>rentlee, '1111, 74&. 
Willard, B..-. S&mne~ 72&. 
Willard, Jlaj. !limon, 8, 1M. 
"tflllard, ~omoa, .M. Till, 748. 
WI liard, Wilder, 8t, Tllll, 748. 
Willard, WIDIIIm, Sll, 8t, liOi, 788 741; e:um1-

oatloo by, 1T8; lmprlloned, W; I.Delde.a\ 
concernlac. Tat ollleee held h,-, TSC, TIIIL 

Willard, William, Jr~ 148. 
WIDiam and Mary, lawa ol; UO, 1811. 
Wllllama, Aden, -dt. 
WW!ama, Gov. Cbarlea it., TN. 
WIUiama, D...-td, SUI, lilt. 
Wllllama, B..-. gl-r, tO. 
Wllllama, Eltlah, ll!lj a~. 411, ea. 
WIUJama, Elf1ha, TIML 
WIU!ama, Ool Ephrahn,_ 18. t8, TO, tr1; hla 

death, 19j founder ot Wllllam't college, 18. 
Wllllama, &aolee, IL 
Wllllama, Ool IMMI. 10. !~<&, 6t, G1, 811, 01, 80'1', 

fl'fO • a coJDJDitMry, 88; general anperi.D
teodent, 411; Jetter or, eB; plan of defence 
b7, fiT; 1urnya a military road, 84. 815; de-
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